
HISTQRY OF THE 


U. S. FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

Interview between: 


Douglas C. Hansen 


Environmental ProtecKion Admn. 


Formerly with U. S. 

Food & Drug Adminilstration 

and 

Robert G. Porter 

Seattle, Washington 

September 26, 1978 



INTRODUCTION 

his' i s  a  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  taped in terv iew,  one of  a  

se r ies  conducted by Robert G. Por ter ,  who r e t i  red from 

the  U. S. Food and Drug Admin is t ra t i on  i n  1977. 

The in terv iews were h e l d  w i t h  r e t i r e d  F.D.A. employees 

whose r e c o l l e c t i o n s  may serve t o  e n r i c h  the  w r i t t e n  record,. 

I t i s  hoped t h a t  these n a r r a t i v e s  o f  th ings  pas t  w i l l  servb 

as source m a t e r i a l  f o r  present and f u t u r e  researchers; t h a ~ t  

the  s t o r i e s  o f  important  accompl ishments, i n t e r e s t i n g  evenlts, 

and d i s t i ngu ished  leaders w i l l  f i n d  a  p lace i n  t r a i n i n g  ank3 

o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  new employees, and may be use fu l  t o  enhance1 

the  morale o f  t he  organizat ion;  and f i n a l l y ,  t h a t  they w i l ! l  

be o f  va lue  t o  D r .  James Harvey Young i n  the  w r i t i n g  of t he  

h i s t o r y  o f  t he  Food and Drug Administ rat ion.  

The tapes and t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  wi 1 1  become a  p a r t  of t he  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t he  Nat iona l  L i b r a r y  o f  Medicine and copies o f  

the  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  be placed i n  the  L i b r a r y  o f  Emory 

Un ive rs i t y .  
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SEPTEMBER 26, 1978 


SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 


Por t e r :  T h i s  is a record ing  of an i n t e r v i e w  made on 

September 26, 1978 a t  S e a t t l e ,  Washington. The i n ~ t e r -  

view is with  Douglas C. Hansen who is c u r r e n t l y ,  *at 

are you Doug? 

Ransen: I am Director of t h e  A i r  and Hazardous Ma 

r i a l s  D iv i s ions  f o r  Environmental P r o t e c t i o n  Agenc 

Region 10,  which is Washington, Oregon, Idaho and 

Alaska.  

P o r t e r :  And my name is Bob P o r t e r .  I am wi th  t h e  FDA. 

Doug was employed by t h e  FDA a s  an i n s p e c t o r  i n  1942 and 

had a long and s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r  w i th  FDA. Doug, $0 

t h a t  people  k ind  of know who you a r e ,  would you s t a r t  

o u t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  by g i v i n g  u s  j u s t  a thumb n a i l  s k e t c h  

of your c a r e e r ,  and then  l a t e r  w e  w i l l  go  back to  dny 

kind of i n s t a n c e  t h a t  you'd l i k e  t o  t a l k  about.  

Hansen: Fine,  Bob. F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I would s a y  I hqd a 

b e a u t i f u l  and en joyab le  c a r e e r ,  so happy t h a t  I evqr  

s p e n t  t h e  t i m e  I d i d  wi th  t h e  Food and Drug, bu t  back i n  

1942, I was working for t h e  B. F. Goodrich Rubber Cbm- 

pany i n  Medford, Oregon; had a p p l i e d  f o r  a c i v i l  s e ~ v i c e  

j ob  a s  a F i she ry  Marketing S p e c i a l i s t ;  was l a t e r  



in te rv iewed by t h e  S e a t t l e  Regional  O f f i c e  f o r  a j b b  i n  

Boston, which I accepted and I r e p o r t e d  i n  Boston a s  a  

Sea Food I n s p e c t o r  p r i m a r i l y  to  s t a r t  w i th  i n  J anua ry  of 

1942. 

P o r t e r :  Now, when you say  a Sea Food I n s p e c t o r  a r e  you 

t a l k i n g  about t h e  Sea Food I n s p e c t i o n  S e r v i c e  l i k e  we 

had down South? 

Hansen: No. I was a r e g u l a r  Food and Drug I n s p e c t o r  

and d i d  cosmet ic  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  candy i n s p e c t i o n s  an0 

o t h e r s ,  b u t  because o f  my background, I had worked with  

t h e  Salmon I n d u s t r y  and they  needed some e x p e r t i s e ,  

would spend,  I would s a y ,  about  40% o f  my t i m e  i n  cov-

e r i n g  t h e  s e a  food i n d u s t r y  i n  Boston. Mind you, a f t e r  

I accep ted  t h e  job from Food and Drug i n  Oregon which 

was about  probably November, t h e n  P e a r l  Harbor was 

December 7 t h ,  I r epo r t ed  t o  Boston Janua ry  1 2 t h  and 

wh i l e  w e  were exempt from going i n t o  t h e  S e r v i c e ,  I j u s t  

found I had to g e t  i n ,  so I s t a y e d  t h e r e  o n l y  about  a 

y e a r  and a h a l f ,  or a  y e a r  and t e n  months, and then  

jo ined  t h e  Navy. I d i d  g e t  a commitment from O l e  Olson, 

who was Chief I n s p e c t o r  back on  t h e  E a s t  Coas t ,  t h 4 t  

a f t e r  t h e  war I could r e t u r n  to S e a t t l e  where I would 

l i k e d  to  have worked i n  t h e  Sea Food I n d u s t r y .  So, I 

d i d  l e a v e  Boston; w a s  i n  t h e  South P a c i f i c ;  saw q u i t e  a 

b i t  of  a c t i o n  on Motor Torpedo Boats  and t h e n  r e p o t t e d  

back t o  

I 



Food and Drug in Seattle in 1946. And, unfortunately, 


they had just lost their Project Leader on Fisheries 


Products a few months before through death, and I was 


very fortunate to be asked to be their Project Leader 


for Sea Foods and I covered Alaska, Washington and 


Oregon as a Sea Food Project Leader for a few years. 


Then I had some exceptional good luck on some undercover 


investigations and in 1951 was fortunate enough to be 


made Chief Inspector at Seattle, and I think I was in 


Seattle for about6 years as Chief Inspector of the re- 


gion and then went to Chicago as Chief Inspector of the 


Great Lakes area and was there about two years and then 


went into Washington D.C. to be Program Director replac- 


ing Bud Kerr for most of our field programs. Then later 


I was Deputy Director of the Division of Field Opera- 


tions in Washington and then later Director of Program 


Planning and Evaluation, which is not my bag and I did 


not enjoy it one bit. I did ask to get back to the 


field. Jim Goddard was Commissioner at that time and 


allowed me to go out to Chicago as the first Representa- 


tive with HEW, from Food and Drug, and I believe the ti- 


tle was Regional Assistant Commissioner. So, that was 


kind of a pioneering project and a very enjoyable one, 


but I had only been there a short time when through re- 


organization CPEES was born, Consumer Protection Envir- 


onmental Health Service and I was asked to head that up, 




and I d i d  head t h a t  up i n  t h e G r e a t  Lakes a r e a  u n t i l  a 

new f e d e r a l  r eg ion  was c r e a t e d  i n  S e a t t l e ,  and I asked 

t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  S e a t t l e  and was f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  

g e t  t h e  job and I headed up CPEHS i n  t h e  S e a t t l e  a r e a  

u n t i l  t h e  l a t e r  r eo rgan iza ton  took Food and Drug o u t  of  

CPEHS and I e l e c t e d  to s t a y  wi th  what was then  t h e  

Environmental Heal th  S e r v i c e  and then  we were l a t e r  

absorbed i n t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency. I st i l l  

s e r v e  wi th  t h a t  o rgan iza t ion .  

P o r t e r :  I d o n ' t  c a r e  what o r d e r  w e  t a l k  about  t h i n g s ,  

b u t  I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  Alaska Sea Food or Salmon 

I n d u s t r y  and I am p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a s  f a r  back 

a s  you can go wi th  n o t  on ly  your own pe r sona l  expe r i ence  

bu t  i f  you know of s t o r i e s  or, you know, t h i n g s  t h a t  

happened, well, back as f a r  a s  World War I ,  i f  you knew 

people  t h a t  were around t h a t  t ime  t h a t  t h e y  t o l d  you 

stories. I d o n ' t  know, I d o n ' t  want to  t e l l  you what t o  

s a y  because I d o n ' t  know what you know about.. .  

Hansen: Bob, I would have to  s a y  t h a t  I have a long 

h i s t o r y . o f  being a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  Salmon I n d u s t r y  

being Scandanavian accounts  f o r  it, I was born and 

r a i s e d  i n  Bellingham, Washington, which was t h e  home 

o f f i c e  of t h e  worlds l a r g e s t  Salmon cannery i n  t h e  e a r l y  

days  up u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  40 ' s  a t  l e a s t ,  and so I had a 

tremendous amount of exper ience .  A s  a young k i d  I 



worked around t h e  canner ies ,  then I went t o  Alaska. 

When I graduated from High School, t h e  Pacific-American 

F i sher ies ,  t h e  world 's  l a r g e s t  Salmon Canners a t  t he  t i m e  

had a po l i cy  of o f f e r i n g  1 0  jobs to  each graduat ing  

c l a s s  a t  high school and I was fo r tuna t e  enough t o  be 

one of those t e n  and s o  I was ab l e  t o  go t o  Alaska dur- 

i ng  t h e  depression. W e  would go up on s h i p s  and w e  made 

p r e t t y  good money f o r  those days. W e  would come bactk 

with a n ice  n e s t  egg i n  t h e  f a l l ,  and then t h i s  would 

work ou t  very w e l l  and enabled m e  t o  go on to school.  

could only go two q u a r t e r s  a t  a t i m e  because w e  wouxd 

m i s s  sp r ing  q u a r t e r  each year  going t o  Alaska, but  I 

worked my way through school working f o r  t h e  P a c i f i a  

American F i she r i e s  and was very knowledgeable i n  t h a t  

a rea  a s  f a r  a s  how t h e  salmon canner ies  opera te  and 

problems t h a t  they have i n  t h e  p l an t s .  I was very f iami-

l i a r  with t h e  problem of decomposition and g e t t i n g  taoo 

much f i s h  i n  t h e  cannery;, no t  being a b l e  t o  can it;, 

but  you don ' t  throw anything away. I t  w a s  good 

background f o r  my work wi th  Food and Drug. Af te r  I was 

with Food and Drug I th ink  I had a very good reputatlion 

i n  t h e  Northwest with t h e  Salmon Indust ry  and, mind you, 

I would go up i n  t h e  l a t e  sp r ing  o r  e a r l y  summer t o  

Alaska and spend t h e  e n t i r e  summer i n  Alaska. I would 

s t a r t  o u t  going t o  Anchorage and then f l y  ou t  to . . .  

I 



Porter: Wait a minute. Tell me what it was like to do 

this. Did you fly up to Anchorage for the season? 

Ransen: Right, prior to World War 11, most of the 

transportation to Alaska was via vessel. When I came 

back after the war obviously the air planes were much 

more common and so most of the transportation by the 

canneries was by plane. Even flying in the workers -
that was quite a transition in there, but I would fly to 

Anchorage by commercial airline and then go out, by 

commercial airline, out to Bristol Bay and there charter 

a small plane and pilot and keep them right with me 

while I made inspections of all the canneries and $alt 

plants in the area. And mind you, there were no hotels 

around the area at that time and so what you had to do 

was to make arrangements with one of the canneries to 

get your meals and also to stay overnight, and yet I 

never found it difficult to go in and be very frieodly 

to the operators and ask if they had any objections to 

putting me up for the night. It was never turned down 

and once that was behind us, then I'd get a little more 

hard-nosed and go out and do my inspection. Obviously, 

any inspection you are going to find things wrong and we 

had to bring them to the plant management's attention, 

and yet the fact that they had to put us up at night, I 

never found that it interfered with our doing a good job 



I 

o f  enforcement. In f a c t ,  I have always prided myslelf on 

the  fac t  that  those firms and those individuals;  that  

have been responsible for  taking Food and Drug act,ions 

against; they always seemed t o  have a respect for  me. 

They d idn ' t  l i k e  what happened, and they would t r y  t o  

d iver t  me from my invest igat ions  a t  t imes,  but it was 

always i n  somewhat an honorable way and I think they had 

respect for the  government and t h e  way we conducted 

ourselves. But Bob, through tha t  I met l o t s  o f  

in terest ing characters. There i s  a d i f f e r e n t  breed 

running the  canneries now. In those days, t h e  people 

that  were operating the  canneries were pretty much 

rugged pioneers, probably without much formal educgtion, 

but had worked the i r  way up through the  f i sh ing  

industry,  whereas, today, you have more o f  your people 

i n  the salmon industry tha t  actual ly  have received an 

education with possibly a college degree i n  f i sher i e s  

and things o f  that  kind or i n  business management and 

just a more sophisticated type o f  individual running the  

plant. 

Porter: I 've  been t o l d ,  and i s  t h i s  r i g h t ,  t ha t  because 

o f  the  very nature o f  the  business with transportation 

by ship i n  the  early days, t h e  men who ran t h e  canlberies 

were rea l l y  very o f t e n  merchant seamen? Really,  t he i r  

background was t h a t ,  rather than i n  food processing! 



Hansen: Right ,  t hey  s t a r t  o u t  a s  a merchant seamad. A 

lo t  of them were f ishermen working for somebody else. 

Nick Bez is a good example t h a t  b u i l t  up a a i r l i n e  o u t  

-	 of Alaska and a l s o  was very s u c c e s s f u l  th roughout  a l l  o f  

Alaska and a l l  of h i s  canne r i e s ;  had s t a r t e d  o u t  to be a 

commercial f i sherman and l a t e r  on worked h i s  way t@own 

h i s  own cannery. Again, a ve ry  s u c c e s s f u l  canning 

o p e r a t o r ,  bu t  you a r e  r i g h t ,  wi thout  any r e a l  formal 

educa t ion  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  world or i n  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  

kind.. . 
P o r t e r :  Nick Bez? 

Hansen: Bez. B.E.Z. You might remember him by being a 

ve ry  c l o s e  crony to Harry Truman and t h e n  Nick Bez then  

l a t e r  formed t h e  West Coast  A i r l i n e s  and h a s  s i n c e  pas- 

sed  away, b u t  t h e r e  were o t h e r  ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  charac- 

ters. And l e t  m e  t e l l  you one I t h i n k  is t h e  most i n t e -

r e s t i n g  of a l l  t o  m e  and t o  anybody i n  t h e  salmon andus- 

t r y  was Squeaky Anderson. H i s  name was C a r l  B. Ander-

son,  and i f  you would l i k e  I can t e l l  you a l i t t l e  o f  

Squeaky's background. 

P o r t e r :  Yes, I would l i k e  it. 

Ransen: I f i r s t  m e t  him o u t  i n  t h e  westward when I was 

working a t  Squaw Harbor i n  t h e  Northern t i p  o f  t h e  

A leu t i an  I s l a n d s  working my way through school .  W e  had 

a mai l  boa t  t h a t  came i n  once a month and i t  w a s  allso a 



t r a d e r ,  and Squeaky Anderson w a s  Cap ta in  and owner o f  t h e  

boa t .  B e  had a r e p u t a t i o n  of p i c k i n g  up any th ing  t h a t  

was loose on t h e  dock, i nc lud ing  anchors ,  so you watched 

him when he  came i n t o  p o r t ,  h e  had s e v e r a l  s k i r m i s h e s  

w i th  t h e  law...for example, t a k i n g  i l l e g a l  sea ot ter  

p e l t s  and t h i n g s  of t h a t  k ind.  Squeaky had a tremendous 

accen t .  H e  would g e t  e x c i t e d  and h e  would s t a r t  sbreak-

ing ,  and t h a t  is why t h e y  c a l l e d  him squeaky; h i s  voice 

would g e t  v e r y  high.  But Squeaky was q u i t e  a n  o p e t a t o r  

and then  h e  went i n t o  t h e  salmon b u s i n e s s ,  and Food and 

Drug from t h e  ve ry  e a r l y  times on had many problems with  

Squeaky. The f i l e s  w i l l  show t h a t  a t  one t i m e  he  had a 

p l a n t  a t  C a m e l ,  Alaska which is on Kodiak I s l a n d ,  and 

Food and Drug s e i z e d  h i s  e n t i r e  season  pack when it came 

down t o  S e a t t l e .  The f i s h  were r o t t e n ,  and Squeaky went 

bankrupt and had to  g e t  o u t  of t h e  cannery.  W e l l ,  I lost 

t r a c k  o f  Squeaky when I gradua ted  from c o l l e g e ,  an4 a s  I 

mentioned to  you, a f t e r  t h e  war I came back t o  Sea t i t l e  

w i th  Food and Drug and-went t o  Alaska,  b u t  w h i l e  I was 

i n  t h e  Navy I r a n  i n t o  squeaky. I had lost  a PT Baat i n  

t h e  P h i l l i p i n e  I s l a n d s  and was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  ele-

ven months and w a s  i n  a h o s p i t a l  i n  S e a t t l e  and about 

t h e  t i m e  I was ready t o  be r e l e a s e d  from t h e  h o s p i t ~ a l  I 

was s e n t  to  t h e  1 3 t h  Naval D i s t r i c t  f o r  l i m i t e d  du tv .  

And, when I g o t  down t h e r e ,  about  t h e  second day I had 



been t h e r e ,  i n  aomes Squeaky Anderson w i t h  f o u r  s t r i p e s ;  

he  was a Capta in  i n  t h e  Navy. And, Squeaky, i n  h i s  own 

way s a i d  "God Damn it, what a r e  you do ing  h e r e  Hansen,' 

and I t o l d  him t h a t  I j u s t  g o t  o u t  of  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and 

h e  says;  " W e l l " ,  h e  s ays ,  " I ' v e  j u s t  come back f ro@ t h e  

South P a c i f i c ,  I. a m  famous, and they  want m e  to  o r g a n i z e  

a smal l  boa t  pool  f o r  t h e  1 3 t h  Naval District." H e  

s a y s ,  "Why d o n ' t  you o r g a n i z e  it f o r  me." H e  s a y s ,  "I 

g o t  t o o  many problems wi th  my pa r tne r . "  H e  s a y s ,  *whi le  

I ' m  ove r  g i v i n g  my l i f e ' s  blood t o  my coun t ry ,  my @ a r t -  

n e r  i n  Alaska is robbing me blind." W e l l ,  h e  had @old 

s t o r a g e  p l a n t s ,  salmon cannery,  shr imp cannery ,  e t 6 .  i n  

Alaska. So it was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Well, t h e n  S+tur -  

day Evening P a s t  came o u t  wi th  a f e a t u r e  s t o r y  on 

Squeaky Anderson t e l l i n g  h i s  escapades  i n  t h e  South 

P a c i f i c  a s  a Beachmaster f o r  t h e  Navy and he  had done 

some wonderful  t h ings .  There is j u s t  no q u e s t i o n  about 

it. H e  had gone o u t  - w e l l ,  f i r s t  of a l l  h e  had e s t ab -  

l i s h e d  a beach head in -Alaska .  H e  had commandeered a 

bunch of p r i v a t e  y a c h t s  and t h i n g s  and t aken  them Uo 

Alaska and set up on Adak and h e  was known a s  t h e  Qort 

c a p t a i n  t h e r e  or beachmaster  and l a t e r  went o u t  to  t h e  

South P a c i f i c  and was v e r y  in s t rumen ta l  i n  g e t t i n g  our  

s h i p s  unloaded f o r  i n v a s i o n s  and t h i n g s  of t h a t  k iqd ,  

and they  had t a l k e d  about  him s torming  up and down t h e  



beach screaming a t  everybody and t h e  J apanese  flyiing 

over  i n  a sma l l  p l a n e s  and y e l l i n g  "Speak Eng l i sh ,  w e  

c a n ' t  understand youw, w e l l  t h a t  w a s  because of 

Squeaky's t e r r i f i c  accen t .  But, to  s h o r t e n  t h e  s b o r y  

somewhat, he  t hen  l a t e r  became Admiral i n  t h e  Navy and 

i n  t h e  mean t i m e  I had an o p p o r t u n i t y  to  go back bo 

Harvard f o r  some g r a d u a t e  work w i t h  t h e  Navy and Qhen 

came back t o  S e a t t l e  and was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s e l l i l ng  

s u r p l u s ,  Naval s u r p l u s  from t h e s e  Puge t  Sound sh inya rds .  

Well, Squeaky Anderson became one  o f  my b e s t  custdmers ,  

and h e  bought thousands of d o l l a r s  worth of merchandise 

a t  Navy cost f o r  h i s  c a n n e r i e s  i n  Alaska.  Then, a n e  

day, I t o l d  Squeaky I was g e t t i n g  o u t  of  t h e  Navy, and 

he had a luncheon f o r  m e  with a bunch o f  people  a r ~ u n d .  

He had no i d e a  t h a t  I was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Food and 

Drug Adminis t ra t ion  and, we l l ,  h e  had a bunch of olff i-

c e r s  around having a ve ry  e n j o y a b l e  going-away lunkheon 

f o r  myself ,  and Squeaky s a i d  " W e l l ,  Doug, what a r k  you 

going t o  do  when you a r e  ou t  of  t h e  Navy?" And I s a i d ,  

"Squeaky, I am going  to  go back to my first l o v e  aQd my 

o l d  job wi th  Food and Drug Adminis t ra t ion ."  The mpn's 

f a c e  s t a r t e d  t u r n i n g  crimson,  t h e  blood v e s s e l s  s t b o d  

o u t  i n  h i s  f a c e ,  h e  a c t u a l l y  s p l a t t e r e d  h i s  food ohe r  

a l l  of  u s ,  he  was so enraged. H e  s a i d ,  "That o u t f k t ,  

how I l o v e  them." H e  cou ldn ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I woul0 work 



wi th  Food and Drug because,... i n  a couple  of day$ l a t e r  

he  came to see m e  and wanted to  t a l k  to  m e  and he  had no 

l o v e  f o r  t h a t  o u t f i t .  They had a lways hounded him and 

d r i v e n  him o u t  of bus ines s  and bankrupted him a t  a n e  

t ime and I could  unders tand,  because Squeaky, i t  was a l -

ways s a i d  of him, and I t h i n k  t h i s  is t r u e ,  h e  could 

have made a f o r t u n e ,  and h e  a c t u a l l y  d i d  a c t u a l l y  make a 

f o r t u n e  i n  l e g i t i m a t e  bus ines s ,  b u t  h e  was always t r y i n g  

t h e  crooked a n g l e s  f i r s t ,  and t h a t  is why he  g o t  ilnto so 

much t r o u b l e  wi th  t h e  law e a r l i e r  on.  

But n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  my f i r s t  t r i p  to Alaska,  I diid 

v i s i t  Squeaky a t  Se ldov ia ,  Alaska and h e  had q u i t e  an 

o p e r a t i o n  and we  had problems t h e r e  and I saw some 

t h i n g s  t h a t  were wrong and t o l d  Squeaky, and h e  was very  

a t t e n t i v e .  L a t e r  on ,  when I g o t  down to  t h e  S t a t e b  I 

g o t  some word t h a t  he  was. . .  h e  had some bad f i s h  Lhat 

he w a s  sending down by yach t s  to b e  unloaded some p l a c e  

on Puget  Sound and through a l o t  o f  undercover work and 

wi th  Customs I found o u t  t h e s e  y a c h t s  had come fro* an  

o l d  m i l l  s i t e  i n  Anacor tes ,  Washington, and found w i t -

n e s s e s  who had unloaded salmon. I went up and g o t  

samples of t h e  salmon and r e a l l y ,  t h e r e  was some de-

composit ion t h e r e  and I might t e l l  you, Bob, t h a t  X was 

q u a l i f i e d  as a f i s h e r i e s  e x p e r t  through t r a i n i n g  a*d 



experience. I used to testify in many court case$ on 


decomposed salmon. There was no chemical test at the 


time on decomposition and it was whatwe always called 


organoleptic examination by smellng and looking. We 


could tell, pretty much the quality of the fish. But, 

anyhow it was my observation that the fish Squeaky had 

hidden up there were very mushy, and there was declom- 

position in it, so we recommended seizure, had the U.S. 

Marshall attached the fish, or rather, I am sorry, we 

had the state put an embargo on it and we tried to pro- 

cess seizure papers. Jack Harvey was Western Distpict 

manager at the time and he would not approve seizute. 

He said it was border line, and he got the feeling that 

I didn't like Squeaky and that shouldn't be a reasOn for 

seizing his salmon. I told him no, I liked Squeaky, . 

actually, but I had a job to do, and it was my feeling 

that that Salmon was decomposed and it was true thgt it 

was borderline but the very fact that the man was trying 

to sneak it into the country; had not put it through the 

better Salmon control plan when he was a member of the 

National Canners. Everything about the issue would seem 

to indicate that the consumer would be better protected 

by seizing the product and letting him recondition it. 

But, nevertheless Harvey prevailed, and we had to ae- 

lease the fish. Well, as soon as it was released, 



Squeaky Anderson asked to  have lunch w i t h  m e .  ~ n d ,w e  

had lunch,  and he  s a i d ,  " Doug, I c a n ' t  thank  you enough 

f o r  g e t t i n g  m e  o u t  of  t h a t  jam on  t h a t  Salmon.. and I 

s a i d ,  "Squeaky, I was t h e  one guy pushing l i k e  t h e  

d e v i l  to  g e t  t h a t  s e i z e d ,  and nobody else would L i s t e n  

t o  me." H e  winked a t  me and s a i d ,  "I know, s u r e  you d i d  

Doug." I t  was a f a c t .  I t r i e d  to  g e t  it s e i z e d  dnd was 

unsuccess fu l .  But Squeaky and I became v e r y  close 

f r i e n d s  from t h a t  t i m e  on. B e  asked m e ,  i n  f a c t ,  

o f f e r e d  m e  t h e  p re s idency  o f  h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  Alaslka, 

and I d i d  go up  and look ove r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and Sqlueaky 

and h i s  w i f e  came over  to  my home on  Ba inb r idge  Islland 

s e v e r a l  t i m e s  and t r i e d  t o  p r e v a i l  on m e  to  t a k e  t h e  

job. I d i d n ' t  because I f e l t  t h e  Salmon i n d u s t r y  was 

somewhat shaky and t h e r e  were problems wi th  Squeakp. 

j u s t  f e l t  t h a t  h e  wouldn' t  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I thQught  

he  should do. Never the less  t h e  n e x t  coup le  o f  s e a s o n s  

t hey  r e a l l y  made a f o r t u n e  i n  Alaska,  b u t  Squeaky8B wi fe  

d ivorced  him and s h e  was about  h i s  t h i r d  w i fe ,  sued him, 

and g o t ,  h e  had t o  se l l  t h e  c a n n e r i e s  t o  pay h e r  o f f  and 

a c t u a l l y  t h a t  ended h i s  c a r e e r  i n  t h e  Salmon game. B u t  

a  very  c o l o r f u l  c h a r a c t e r  and on t h e  f i s h  t h a t  I have 

been t a l k i n g  about  t h a t  he  had h idden  up a t  Anacor tes ,  

he po in ted  o u t  t h a t  h e  had caugh t  t h e  f i s h  up a t  

Swicksack Bay, t h e r e  were real storms, t h e  f i s h  were 

mushy, and he  was afraid it w a s  r o t t e n ,  and h e  d i e n ' t  

I 



want to  r i s k  t a k i n g  it through t h e  Na t iona l  Canned's 

program and s o  he  d e l i b e r a t e l y  t r ied to sneak  it i ~ n t o  

t h e  country .  But t h e r e  was a case i n  which w e  didln't 

t a k e  a c t i o n ,  bu t  t h e r e  were o t h e r  very  i n t e r e s t i n g  c a s e s  

where w e  had ve ry  good p r o t e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  

I can t h i n k  o f  one,  t h e  New England F i sh  Company, €I re-

spec t ed  f i s h  company on bo th  t h e  Eas t  and West Coa$t. 

can remember going and i n s p e c t i n g  t h e i r  p l a n t  a t  

Ketchikan,  Alaska and f i n d i n g  some r e a l l y  bad f i s h  i n  a 

back b in .  Now i f  a cannery h a s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  f i s h ,  t h e  

smartest t h i n g  t h e y  could do  is can them immediateJy. 

I f  they  are n o t  going to  d i s c a r d  them, and t h e y  f e e l  

t h a t  t h e r e  is a chance to  s a l v a g e  them, t hen  t h e y  aught  

to  can them immediately. I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e y  hqd t h e  

s u s p i c i o u s ,  q u e s t i o n a b l e  f i s h ,  and they  p u t  them i n  a 

s e p a r a t e  b in ,  and t h e y  canned eve ry th ing  else i n  thk  

cannery,  and a f t e r  eve ry th ing  else was canned t h e n  t h e y  

would p u t  up t h i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  f i s h  and p u t  a s p e c i a l  

code mark on  it. I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  what t hey  were 

doing when I was a t  t h e  cannery,  so I d i d  r e p o r t  down by 
r 

t e l e g r a p h  to  o u r  S e a t t l e  office and sugges ted  t o  them 

t h a t  eve ry  code of t h a t  m a t e r i a l  be sampled, and they  

d i d ,  and they  s e i z e d  every  code of i t ,  it w a s  r o t t e a  

I 



Salmon. And t h e r e  were a lo t  o f  t h i n g s  w e  saw i n  t h e  

way of s a n i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Alaska canne r i e s .  From dy  e a r -  

l y  c o l l e g e  days ,  I had t h i s  t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  bo thered  

m e  was to s e e  t e r r i f i c  f l y  problems i n  c a n n e r i e s  and s e e  

masses of f l y  eggs  a l l  over  t h e  Salmon and s e e i n g  t h e s e  

go  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  cans.  So a s  a Food and Drug Inspector 

I was r e a l l y  s t r o n g  on sc reen ing  t h e s e  p l a n t s  and keep- 

i ng  f l y s  o u t  and a l s o  s ee ing  t h a t  p roper  j obs  o f  blean-

up were done. I t ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days ,  t h e y  would j u s t  

g i v e  a q u i c k  hose  down, bu t  i t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  do  a thorough 

job  of s a n i t a t i o n ,  and I f e l t  t h a t  my e a r l i e r  expe r i -  

ences  and t r a i n i n g ,  I was a b l e  to  be p r e t t y  rough i n  t h e  

i ndus t ry .  

P o r t e r :  D o  you t h i n k  it was more l a c k  o f  knowledge t h a t  

an  a t t empt  to  squeeze every buck o u t  of  t h e  f i s h ,  or do  

you t h i n k  it was t h e  lat ter? 

Hansen: Bob, I t h i n k  it was a l a c k  o f  knowledge bu t  i t  

was a matter o f  g e t t i n g  every f i s h ,  a s  many f i s h  as  you 

could i n  e v e r y  can. There was a c e r t a i n  amount off 

g r e e d i n e s s  i n  t h i s  i n d u s t r y ,  and I s u s p e c t  i t  still1 ex-

ists. I n  t h o s e  days  t h e  Bureau o f  F i s h  and Wi ld l a fe  had 

laws about  p reven t ing ,  g e t t i n g  salmon, t a k i n g  them o u t  

o f  streams s o  t h e  i d e a  being t h a t ,  w e l l  it s e r v e d  two 

purposes .  



Number one,  t h e  Salmon, as they  e n t e r e d  t h e  f r e s h  r a t e r  

a r e a s  s t o p  f eed ing  and h e  g r a d u a l l y  starts decomposing 

and t h e  q u a l i t y  goes  down, so you'd g e t  a b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  

f i s h  by n o t  going i n t o  your f r e s h w a t e r  s t r e a m s  and a l s o  

you would allow t h e  f i s h  t o  go  up and spawn so t h a t  you 

would have f u t u r e  runs. But, t h e  f i sherman a r e  greedy,  

s o  i f  t hey  were s u r e  t h a t  t h e  F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  we ten ' t  

around or reasonably  s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  weren ' t  around 

they 'd  go up a f t e r  h o u r s  r i g h t  i n  through t h e  creeys and 

what w e  c a l l  c r eek - f i sh  and b r i n g  them i n t o  t h e  ca*ner- 

ies. Well, anybody looking  a t  t h o s e  f i s h  knew t h e y  were 

c reek  f i s h  and y e t  t h e  c a n n e r i e s  would t a k e  them eqery  

t i m e  and can them, and t h e  f ishermen would g e t  cauqht  

from t i m e  t o  time. But t h e  canners  knew what t h e y  were 

doing.  They had a s h o r t  season ,  t h e y  had h i g h  l a b o r  

costs and t h e y  were up t h e r e  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  f i s h  t h e y  

could;  g e t  them i n t o  t h e  cans  as f a s t  as t h e y  could ,  and 

s a n i t a t i o n  and q u a l i t y  wasn' t  uppermost i n  t h e i r  mhnds 

i n  t h o s e  days.  

Po r t e r :  Is it t r u e  t h a t  t h e  Salmon, t h e y  g o  up t h e  

streams to  a l a k e  or...? 

Ransen: N o ,  some go  t o  l a k e s ,  Sockeye e s p e c i a l l y  spawn 

i n  l a k e s  b u t  many of your o t h e r  s p e c i e s  a c t u a l l y  saawn 

i n  t h e  s t reams.  They g o  up to  t h e  heads  o f  t h e  strieams, 

close to  it,  t h e n  they  w i l l  f i n d  a s p o t  of sand i n  sma l l  



g r a v e l ,  and a c t u a l l y  l a y  t h e i r  eggs  and t h e n  t h e  dale 

f e r t i l i z e s  them. T h a t ' s  t h e  end o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

P o r t e r :  W e l l ,  t h a t  is p r e t t y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

Eansen: There a r e  lo t s  of i n t e r e s t i n g  stories abQut t h e  

Salmon game and a s  I s a y ,  t h e y  were rugged people ;  i t  

was fun  working with  them. I r e s p e c t e d  t h e  people  i n  

t h e  i n d u s t r y  because,  as they  say ,  t h e y  p u t  up witth a 

l o t  o f  h a r d s h i p s  i n  l i f e  and had to go  s u r v i v e  i n  t h o s e  

days. 

Po r t e r :  W e l l ,  should  we t a k e  j u s t  a l i t t l e  break.,.. 

Bansen: Sure ,  Bob. 

Po r t e r :  Doug, what o t h e r  stories would be good...? 

Eansen: W e l l ,  Bob, t o  show you a s  an  i n s p e c t o r  sdme of 

t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I encountered t h a t ,  and I ,  t h i s  cdmes to  

me now as we  a r e  t h i n k i n g  about  t h i s ,  t h e r e  were two 

i n c i d e n t s  I can t h i n k  of i n  Bris tol  Bay t h a t  were p a r t i -  

c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  One of them w a s  my f i r s t  yea r  t h a t  

I was up t h e r e  f o r  t h e  Food and Drug Admin i s t r a t i an .  

had h i p  b o o t s  on and m p - f l o a t  p l a n e  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  Jp t o  

t h e  dock, t h e  cannery was on t h e  Naknek River  SO 

t h e  p i l o t  s a i d  I ' l l  l e t  you i n t o  t h e  water. I ' l l  g e t  i n  

close to s h o r e  :and l e t  you i n  t h e  water. So, h e  g o t  

i n ,  I ' d  s a y ,  about  a hundred y a r d s  from s h o r e ,  and I 

s tepped o f f  i n  my boots up to  about  my knees ,  and ' t h e  

p l ane  f l o a t e d  down t h e  r i v e r ,  and I went to t a k e  a s t e p .  

I 



I had a briefcase in one hand and a suitcase in tbe 

other and I went to take a step and I couldn't get my 

boot out and I was sinking down deeper. I found myself 

in the position of yelling "Help, helpL, but in the 

meantime people had seen me and were running out planks 

trying to get out into the water and actually the 

cannery got a boat out to me, and by that time one of my 

boots had filled with water; was over my hip boot and 

they got a small boat up to me and were able to thlrow my 

briefcase and suitcase in it but in the meantime I was 

up to my arse in mud and so there was a big crowd lon the 

dock and its not the best way to come in and make gn 

inspection with a bunch of people waiting for you end 

the superintendant and the guy says, "Boy, mister, you 

are lucky you are alive," and he says "What are you sel- 

ling?" So I pull out my credentials and tell him t am a 

Food and Drug Inspector and he says, "Well, lets get you 

cleaned up first" and the people laughed. .. 
Porter: 1'11 bet he was sorry he pulled you out. 

Ransen: No, he didn't, in fact he was a very fine 

gentlemen, but they asked me to bend over, and the$ got 

a fire hose out and turned it on me and washed me dff, 

then they took me up to the kitchen and I got all df my 

muddy cloths off and they had somebody take them oat and 

wash them for me to get them dried and I changed cliothes 



and I went on my i n s p e c t i o n .  But t h a t  i s n ' t  t h e  kst  

way to  in t roduce  y o u r s e l f  a s  a Food and Drug Inspeictor. 

But t h o s e  t h i n g s  are expected i n  Alaska and t h e  pebple  

were ve ry  f r i e n d l y .  For a coup le  of y e a r s  t h e y  wokld 

laugh  and t a l k  about  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

But ano the r  one was a t  an  a d j o i n i n g  cannery.  Therk was 

a f e l l o w  Loren Dai ley ,  w e l l  known i n  t h e  Salmon i n d u s t r y  

a s  being a r e a l  tough o p e r a t o r ,  and had a r e p u t a t i p n  f o r  

being real hard-nosed with  a l l  of  h i s  people .  I hgd 

heard t h a t  a s  a l l  of t h e  Salmon came i n t o  h i s  p l a n t ,  

t h a t  h e  had a b i g  wooden ho ld ing  t a n k  t h a t  h e  woulo run 

t h e s e  Salmon through,  and t h e  t ank  w a s  r e a l l y  u n s a p i t a r y  

a s  could  be and i f  a f i s h  was i n  good c o n d i t i o n  when i t  

went i n t o  t h a t  t ank ,  you could be  c e r t a i n  t h a t  it had 

been s u b j e c t e d  to contamina t ion  i n  t h e r e  and so it was a 

bad p r a c t i c e .  Now t h i s  was some i n t e l l i g e n c e  I ha8 

b e f o r e  I made t h e  i n spec t ion .  But a g a i n ,  t h e  p i l o t  

landed m e  a t  t h e  end of t h e  dock o f  t h e  cannery an4 

t h e r e  were t h r e e  f e l l o w s  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  and t h e y  

in t roduced  themselves.  One's name w a s  B l i s s ,  he  w @ s  a 

S a n i t a r i a n  from Na t iona l  Canners and h e  had two S t a t e  

I n s p e c t o r s  wi th  him, and I in t roduced  myself as DoOg 

Hansen from Food and Drug and t h e y  s a i d ,  "Well you a r e  

n o t  go ing  t o  make an i n s p e c t i o n  are you?" I s a i d ,  "1 



s u r e  am", and t h e y  s a i d ,  "Well w e  are j u s t  being eun 

o f f .  Old Da i l ey  h a s  t o l d  us  to  g e t  t h e  h e l l  o u t  a f  

here."  They wanted to  know i f  t h e y  cou ld  borrow my 

p lane  i f  I w a s  going ahead because t h e y  had no way o f  

g e t t i n g  o u t  of  t h e  cannery. I s a i d  s u r e ,  and t h e  p i l o t  

s a i d  h e  would b e  back, they  wanted to  go  across t h e  

r i v e r  to a more f r i e n d l y  cannery and t h e  p i l o t  saird h e  

would be  back i n  a h a l f  an  hour or so and to  w a i t  f o r  

m e ,  so I went on up t h e  dock and h e r e  was Dai ley ,  a 

gentleman about  55 y e a r s  o l d ,  very husky,  and he  had h i s  

hands on h i s  h i p s  and h e  was t a l k i n g  to  somebody, and as 

I walked up, a g a i n  wi th  my b r i e f c a s e  i n  hand, he s a y s ,  

"Who i n  t h e  h e l l  are you and what d o  you want?" I s a i d ,  

"I am Doug iiansen, I am with Food and Drug, and I am 

h e r e  to  make an  inspec t ion ."  H e  s ays ,  "Did you see 

t h o s e  t h r e e  guys  o u t  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  dock?" I g a i d ,  

" Y e s " ,  and h e  s a i d ,  "I j u s t  t o l d  them to  g e t  t h e  H e l l  

o u t  of  he re .  Now I ' m  t e l l i n g  you to  g e t  t h e  h e l l  o u t  o f  

here." And I k ind  of laughed and s a i d ,  "You know, 

Dai ley ,  t h e y  t o l d  m e  you a r e  a tough son-of-a-gun, by 

g o l l y ,  you seem t o  be worse t h a n  they  t o l d  m e  you were. 

H e  k ind  o f  looked a t  m e  for a minute  and s a i d  "Why 

d o e s n ' t  Food and Drug do  some good f o r  t h e  count rg?  Why 

d o n ' t  you g e t  r i d  of t h e  mosqui tos  up around h e r e  in -  

s t e a d  o f  making t h i n g s  rough f o r  t h e  canne r i e s?"  I 



said "Oh, we have plenty to do just dealing with dhe 


canneries." But any how the guy warmed up a littLe bit 


and said, "OK lets go up and talk", and we talked and 


he finally said, "OK Bansen, I'm going to let you make 


an inspection, but I want you to promise me your niot 


going to tell me to get rid of the holding tank." So I 


said, "Well, let me take a look at things." I madle my 


inspection and it was interesting because the cannbry 


foreman came up and asked me, he says, "Boy if you can 


do anything for this cannery will you tell that olD goat 


that he's got to get rid of that holding tank?" H/e 


said, "We don't like it and it interferes with the oper- 


ation and we know darn well it isn't sanitary." Ahd I 


said, *surem. So anyhow, after the inspection I dks- 


cussed with Dailey my findings and told him that he is 


going to have to get rid of the holding tank, and he 


says "Now, damn it all I told you, I'm not going to do 


it." And I said, "Mr. Dailey, I sent a copy of my re- 


port to your head office with Pacific American Fisheries 


in Bellingham and all I can tell you is that you've got 


to get rid of it. It is not a sanitary practice." And 


I left the cannery. Well, I did see Stan Tennant later 


in Bellingham who was president of Pacific America8 


Fisheries. Be was a good friend of mine. He had worked 


with me in the canneries years before and he gave W d e r s  


to get the holding tank out and so it was taken ca?e of. 




But l a t e r ,  w i t h  Dai ley ,  I j u s t  had a real good re l l a t ion-  

s h i p  wi th  him. I remember o n e  t i m e ,  I was w i th  s G m e  

f r i e n d s  walking t h e  streets i n  S e a t t l e ,  and a c a r  s top-

ped and a  guy jumped o u t  and y e l l e d  "Hanson you aid 

b a s t a r d l l m  and it w a s  Da i ley  and h e  came runn ing  o v e r  

t h e  s idewalk  and shook hands w i t h  me. So t h e  guy had a 

r e s p e c t  f o r  m e  and w e  had a good r e l a t i o n s h i p  l a t a r  on. 

Talked v e r y  g r u f f .  A l o t  o f  people are a f r a i d  o f  him, 

b u t  I can  h o n e s t l y  s ay  t h e r e  wasn ' t  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  

i n d u s t r y  t h a t  w a s  e v e r  r e a l  n a s t y  t o  me. Some o f  them 

s t a r t e d  o u t  t r y i n g  t o  be b u t  w e  worked around it dnd I 

guess  t h e  o n l y  one  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  r e a l l y  was k ind  o f  s a d  

was a  f e l l o w  named S. E i n s t o s s  who came o u t  from N e w  

York and was go ing  to  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  Salmon i n d u s t m .  

The i n d u s t r y  was unhappy w i th  him because  h e  was paying 

h i g h e r  p r i c e s  t h a n  t h e y  were for f i s h ,  b u t  w e  a l s o  heard  

from many s o u r c e s  t h a t  h e  w a s  t a k i n g  any k ind  o f  P i s h  

around. W e  d i d  sample a  l o t  o f  h i s  f i s h  and found  o u t  

t h a t  h e  was p u t t i n g  up a l o t  o f  r o t t o n  Salmon and actu-

a l l y  we s e i z e d  a lot  o f  h i s  Salmon and h e  went b roke  

from o u r  a c t i v i t y .  Again, I went th rough  t h e  expelrience 

o f  E i n s t o s s  a s  w e  were s e i z i n g  h i s  f i s h ,  h e  wanted t o  

have lunch w i t h  me .  I m e t  w i t h  him. W e  went to a re-

s t a u r a n t .  H e  d i d n ' t  t a k e  h i s  h a t  o f f  i n  t h e  r e s t a w a n t .  

I was r e a l l y  embarrassed,  and a g a i n  h e  o f f e r e d  m e  la 



s a l a r y  to  come i n t o  h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was much bet ter  

than  t h e  Food and Drug s a l a r y  bu t  I knew I c o u l d n V ' t  g e t  

a long wi th  t h e  man and d i d n ' t  t a k e  it. B u t  la ter  on ,  

probably a yea r  la ter ,  a f t e r  w e  had s e i z e d  more o f  h i s  

Salmon and h e  was going i n t o  bankruptcy;  we  c i t e d  him; 

h e  came i n  f o r  a h e a r i n g  and t h e  man a c t u a l l y  l a i d  h i s  

head down on t h e  t a b l e  and c r i e d ,  sobbed, f o r  what w e  

had done wi th  him. It was obvious  t h a t  t h e  d o l l a r  was 

t h e  governing factor i n  h i s  whole l i f e  and w e  had bus t  

depr ived  him of t h a t  d o l l a r  and i t  was k ind  of a sbd  

t h i n g .  But t h e r e  was an i n t e r v a l  where h e  came i n t o  t h e  

Salmon i n d u s t r y ,  used d i f f e r e n t  t a c t i c s  and j u s t  d i d n ' t  

make it; b u t  t h e  reason  he  d i d n ' t  make it w a s  becaese  of 

t h e  Food and Drug Adminis t ra t ion  and t h e  r ea son  t h e  Food 

and Drug s topped him was because h e  was p u t t i n g  up 

r o t t e n  and decomposed Salmon and a g a i n  I took  on  t h a t  a s  

an example why you need somebody l i k e  Food and Drug to  

s t o p  it. 

P o r t e r :  What w a s  h i s  name? 

Iiansen: E i n s t o s s  was h i s  name. S. E ins tos s .  

Po r t e r :  E ins tos s?  

Ransen: E.I.N.S.T.O.S.S. I b e l i e v e .  A r e a l  i n t e d -

e s t i n g  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e r e  and anybody that;  was 

i n  t h e  Salmon game t a l k e d  about  t h e  E i n s t o s s  p e r i o d  

which r a n  f o r  about  f o u r  or f i v e  yea r s .  Came i n ,  



obvious ly  wi th  a lo t  of backing,  f i n a n c i a l  wea l th  from 

t h e  Eas t  C o a s t  and lost  it a l l  i n  Alaska,  b u t  o n l y  be- 

cause  of t h e  Food and Drug Admin i s t r a t i on  was he  d t i v e n  

ou t .  

P o r t e r :  These a r e  t h i n g s  I have never  heard  beforle. 

Eansen: Well, Bob, it is i n t e r e s t i n g ,  t h a t  is a g r e a t  

i n d u s t r y  and anybody t h a t  h a s  worked i n  it, t h e r e ,  you 

r i s k  your l i f e  i n  t h e  Salmon game. You're o u t  on  c o l d  

rough wa te r s  on  a l l  k i n d s  of c u r r e n t s .  It is j u s t  a 

rough, tough game and it st i l l  is. Fishermen lose 

t h e i r  l i v e s  every  year .  Bob a g a i n ,  I am t a l k i n g  up i n  

Alaska and o u t  t h e  Bristol  Bay area where t h e  r i v e t s  a r e  

f i l l e d  w i th  silt. You f a l l  overboard  and you run  a r e a l  

r i s k  of your l ungs  be ing  f i l l e d  w i th  s i l t y  water  ahd no 

hope of s u r v i v a l  and i t 's  a rugged game. 

Well, Bob, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any more ... 
P o r t e r :  Any more Salmon s t o r i e s ?  

Hansen: There a r e  lo ts  o f  s t r a n g e  and i n t e r e s t i n g  

stories wi th  Salmon. Oh, I can t e l l  you, t h e  first t i m e  

I went up I d o n ' t  know, wi th  Henry R i s l e y  who was t h e  

f i s h e r i e s  chemist  i n s p e c t o r  a t  Seattle f o r  a numbet: of 

y e a r s  b e f o r e  I came on  t h e  scene  and Henry had t o l d  m e ,  

no, d o n ' t  wear a neck t i e  i n  Alaska. W e l l ,  I had $nown 

from my e a r l y  days  nobody wore ties, b u t  mind you, I am 

going back now a f t e r  World War I1 and I d i d  f i n d  t h a t  



Alaska had changed. But I had gone up wi th  khaki  s h i r t s  

and khaki t r o u s e r s  and h i p  b o o t s  and on t h e  p l a n e  go ing  

up I m e t  a gentlemen who was r e p r e s e n t i n g  L i f e  Magpzine 

and then  a salesman from Norgby Supply i n  S e a t t l e  and I 

r an  i n t o  him i n  a number of p l a c e s ,  b u t  J e r r y  Oaksinith, 

very prominent h e r e  i n  town now i n  t h e  b o a t  s a l e s  yard;  

I ' l l  t e l l  you something i n t e r e s t i n g  t h e r e ,  eve ry  o t h e r  

yea r  t h e  Na t iona l  F i s h e r i e s  I n s t i t u t e ,  t h e r e  is f o t  t h e  

f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e r e  is a b i g  show p u t  on i n  S e b t t l e  

one y e a r  and i ts Boston t h e  nex t .  I w a s  real p l eased  t h e  

way l a s t  y e a r  went i n  S e a t t l e  to go ove r  and see a 

d i s p l a y  of famous people  i n  t h e  Alaska Salmon i n d u e t r y .  

There were a lo t  of t h e  o l d t i m e r ' s  p i c t u r e s  around^. 

Sena tor  Magnuson's p i c t u r e  was t h e r e  a number o f  times 

and t h e r e  was a c t u a l l y  s i x  d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e s  of  mB. I t  

made m e  f e e l  real good because I t h i n k  I know I ha0 t h e  

r e s p e c t  of  t h e  people  when I worked up t h e r e .  But, 

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  g e t t i n g  back t o  Don Horder, h e  w a s  t h e  

f e l l o w  r e p r e s e n t i n g  L i f e  Magazine and J e r r y  Oaksmith. 

So w e  were p l ay ing  p inoch le  go ing  up  on  t h e  p l a n e  gnd 

Don Horder t o l d  m e  t h a t  h e  had an evening  d i n n e r  

wi th  t h e  Mayor of t h e  town and some o f  t h e  n o t a b l e b  and 

i n v i t e d  m e  to  j o i n  them, and h e  w a s  v e r y  much i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  t h e  work w e  were doing  wi th  Food and Drug and wi th  

t h e  Salmon i n d u s t r y  and Border was a l s o  going t o  d b  some 



photographic  work i n  Alaska for h i s  own p r i v a t e  v e b t u r e  

a s  well as L i f e  Magazine. So I d i d  sit down and go t o  

d i n n e r  w i t h  them t h a t  n i g h t ,  b u t  I n o t i c e d  when w e  g o t  

to t h e  h o t e l s  everybody was d r e s s i n g  up, s u i t s  and t ies  

and s p o r t s  j a c k e t s ,  and h e r e  I am wi th  o n l y  khaki  S h i r t s  

and Border s a i d ,  "Well, I ' l l  t a k e  care o f  t h a t ,  corbe on,  

wear one of my jackets..  B e  was a man t h a t  weigheQ pro- 

bably 50 pounds more t h a n  I d i d  and much l a r g e r  and it 

was a v e r y  en joyab le  exper ience ,  and it d i d n ' t  h u r t  u s  

i n  Alaska because Alask ians  are d i f f e r e n t .  But, t h e y  

took g r e a t  d e l i g h t .  W e  had s e v e r a l  c o c k t a i l s  befode 

d inne r  and t h e  Mayor was a ve ry  f i n e  man. Be went up i n  

p o l i t i c s  up i n  Alaska and later  on I had many occa$ions  

to v i s i t  wi th  him, Red Beck and h e  j u s t  had g r e a t  de- 

s p e c t  f o r  t h e  man and it was mutual ,  I am s u r e .  Bqt 

t hey  took g r e a t  d e l i g h t  when t h e  Mayor and anybody e l s e  

or any s t r a n g e r  came along they  would want to  in t rdduce  

m e ,  and t h e  reason  they  would want to  i n t r o d u c e  m e  is 

because 1 would s t a n d  up  w i t h  t h i s  o v e r s i z e d  s h i r t  on  

and a t i e  and when I would have t o  p u l l  t h i s  c o a t  up 

over  my hand so t h a t  I could  g e t  my hand o u t  to shake 

hands. And, t h a t  was my f i r s t  n i g h t  i n  Alaska f o r  Food 

and Drug and it shows you how t h i n g s  had changed. But, 

I r a n  i n t o  Don Rorder ove r  t h e  y e a r s  many t i m e s  i n  

Alaska and h e  d i d  a l o t  o f  movies f o r  Ford Motor Cowpany 



and o t h e r s  and wherever I was i n  t h e  coun t ry  for ylears 

a f t e r  I would g e t  cal ls  whenever h i s  movies were k i n g  

shown and he  would ask  them t o  ca l l  m e  a t  Food and Drug 

and i n v i t e  m e  to  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  showing. And I madk some 

r e a l  good f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  work up t h e r e ,  b u t  Don bekame 

very  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Salmon i n d u s t r y  from documenting 

t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  through photography. J u s t  an i n t k r -

e s t i n g  s i d e  l i g h t  on t h e  t ype  of people  you meet wben 

you t r a v e l  around wi th  them. I can remember g e t t i h g  

i n t o  Kodiak, where t h e r e  a r e  no h o t e l s  a v a i l a b l e  6 t  t h e  

t i m e  and Don Horder was a b l e  to  a r r a n g e  wi th  someb4dy to 

move a couple  o f  people  o u t  o f  t h e i r  apar tment  houge 

j u s t  t o  accomodate J e r r y  Oaksmith and m e  so w e  would 

have a p l a c e  to s l eep .  And h e  k ind  o f  looked o u t  $or u s  

i n  our  t r a v e l s  i n  Alaska,  b u t  t h a t  is how t h e  i n d u e t r y  

opera ted .  I f  you knew a few people  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r g ,  

t hen  you knew everybody because you were t r e a t e d  

somewhat a s  a family.  And, t h e y  d i d n ' t  have t h e  r d s p e c t  

f o r  some of o u r  i n s p e c t o r s  t h a t  t hey  had f o r  o t h e r s .  

Over t h e  y e a r s ,  I have l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e y  have a greiat 

d e a l  of  r e s p e c t  f o r  some of o u r  people;  o t h e r s  t h e y  

f e e l  j u s t  d o n ' t  seem t o  be common s e n s e  r e a s o n a b l e  

people.  The one s t o r y  t h a t  I have heard  many times8 

is, goes  to  a man t h a t  made t h e  i n s p e c t i o n s  p r i o r  t b  

my going t o  Alaska. I t  is q u i t e  common, you are 

spending t h e  whole evening with  a Salmon operator 



and h e  w i l l  p u l l  o u t  a jug and a s k  you to have a dlrink. 

One of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  r e a l l y  r e s e n t e d ,  and I hea rd  

t h i s  from a number of sources ,  t h a t  t h e y  would offier  a 

c o c k t a i l  or a d r i n k  to t h i s  one i n s p e c t o r ,  and i n  each 

i n s t a n c e ,  he  would s a y  I am s o r r y ,  w e  are n o t  al lowed to  

t a k e  b r ibes .  And h e  w a s  very  s e r i o u s  about  i t ,  an8 t h a t  

is j u s t  one  h e l l  of  a way f o r  a governmental  man td, 

approach somebody i n  t h e  i ndus t ry .  I t 's  j u s t  dumb, bu t  

when it r e f l e c t s  on t h e  whole o r g a n i z a t i o n .  So, wi th  

a l l  my t r a i n i n g  of i n s p e c t o r s ,  I always s a y ,  l i s t ea ,  b e  

reasonable ,  s e l l  y o u r s e l f  f i r s t  when you make a c o i t a c t ,  

then  se l l  your o r g a n i z a t i o n .  B u t ,  j u s t  be c a r e f u l  how 

you handle  t h e  people .  

Po r t e r :  W e l l ,  you know, I used t o  i n s p e c t  t h o s e  l i l t t l e  

g o a t  cheese  o u t f i t s  i n  Southern  Colorado, and you 90 way 

up i n  t h e  mountains and h e r e  would be  t h e s e  ranch  

houses,  and they  would run  g o a t s ,  and t h e y  were aldost 

a l l  I t a l i a n  people.  And t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  you ailmost 

had t o  d o  was s i t  down and have a g l a s s  o f  t h e i r  rad  

wine t h a t  they 'd  make. And I never  t u r n e d  them do*. 

Rea l ly ,  it was t h e  o n l y  way you could  e s t a b l i s h  camp 

municat ion wi th  t h o s e  people.  That  was t h e i r  way oif 

l i f e .  T h a t ' s  what, you were a g u e s t ,  t h e y  o f f e r e d  you 

t h a t  and you took  it. 

Bansen: And I t h i n k  it is impor tan t ,  now. I ' m  n o t  

t a l k i n g  about  go ing  i n t o  a p l a n t  down i n  t h e  states 



where e v e r y t h i n g  is c i v i l i z e d  and t h e r e  is no  occiqsion 

to, b u t  when you are o u t  i n  t h e  boondocks, miles flrom 

c i v i l i z a t i o n  and you are meet ing t h e s e  peop l e ,  you have 

to communicate wi th  them a s  you s a y ,  and t h e y ' v e  giot t o  

feel a s  though you a r e  a r e g u l a r  p e r s o n  and so o f t e n  

t h e y  a r e  n o t  crooks .  They d o n ' t  know any b e t t e r  ahd you 

a r e  i n  t h e r e  t r y i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  l a w s  t h a t  t hey  don'lt 

unders tand  and once t h e y  d o  unders tand  them t h e y  a y e n ' t  

too happy w i t h  them. But,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i f  t h e y  hyve a 

r e s p e c t  f o r  you t h e y  w i l l  a c c e p t  more t h a n  i f  you tome 

i n  and are j u s t  unreasonable .  

W e l l ,  Bob d o  you want to  g e t  o n t o  a n o t h e r  s u b j k c t ?  

P o r t e r :  W e l l ,  l e t s  move on. I know t h a t  you h a v e  had 

ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  i l l e g a l  s a l e ,  o f  

over- the-counter  o f  d rugs .  I f  you want to  move i n t o  

t h a t  p e r i o d  and t a l k  about  i t ,  or i f  t h e r e  is some 

other . . .  well, now t h e r e  is a n  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I wa6 t o l d  

you cou ld  t a l k  abou t ,  and t h a t  was t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o b  o f  

chum f o r  Salmon i n  Army... 

Eansen: OK. Tha t  is a good Salmon s t o r y  and i t  

i l l u s t r a t e s  what is wrong w i t h  u s  i n  government. Some 

o f  t h e  t h i n g s ,  l e t  m e  t e l l  you, t h a t  is a v e r y  

i n t e r e s t i n g  one. A t  t h e  t i m e  I w a s  Chie f  I n s p e c t o r  i n  

Seattle,  and t h i s  is a l i t t l e  background,  to  show you 

how small government a g e n c i e s  c a n  be a t  times, b u t  I 

found o u t  t h a t  there was a mobi le  l a b o r a t o r y  be ing  



u t i l i z e d  by t h e  s t a t e  o f  Washington f i s h e r y  people;  how-

e v e r ,  it w a s  being u n d e r u t i l i z e d .  I t  was up a t  Bawman 

Bay n e a r  Anacortes.  But it was a b a c t e r i a l o g i c a l  l a b  on 

wheels and was j u s t  n o t  used ve ry  much and t h e  stalte 

s a i d  t h a t  i f  I cou ld  make arrangements  w i th  t h e  Artny, 

t h e  V e t e r i n a r y  Corps it belonged to them, and it whs 

s u r p l u s  from World War 11, t h a t  Food and Drug could bor- 

row it. So I t a l k e d  to  a l l  p a r t i e s  and g o t  agreement 

t h a t  Food and Drug could  borrow it. Then one of our 

i n s p e c t o r s ,  Armand Welsh you might remember, h i s  dgd was 

i n  charge  of maintenance f o r  t h e  Navy a t  Bremerton Ship- 

yard.  So w e  g o t  t h e  mobile l a b  and i t  a l s o  had a beau-

t i f u l  b ig  t r u c k  and t r a i l e r  t h a t  went w i t h  it. I t  was a 

Kennilworth I t h i n k  K-16, it w a s  a huge r i g .  Oh, t h i s  

g e t s  i n t e r e s t i n g  because we had some d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  our  

own agenc ie s ,  and now t h a t  Food and Drug c a n ' t  f i r e  m e  

1'11 t e l l  you some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened t h e t e  

that. . .  And y e t  I t h i n k  a man i n  o r d e r  to  make h i $  mark 

i n  an agency h a s  to gamble a l i t t l e  w i t h  what he  d0es.  

But anyhow, w e  made arrangements and g o t  t h a t  t rucL  and 

t rai ler  ove r  t o  t h e  Navy and Armand's dad saw to  i U  t h a t  

t h e y  r e f i n i s h e d  eve ry th ing ,  p u t  on  a b e a u t i f u l  b i g  chro- 

m e  a i r -horn ,  p u t  i n  n i c e  p lush  u p h o l s t r y ,  p u t  on new 

l i g h t s ,  so t h a t  you could never  gues s  t h a t  it belodged 

to t h e  Army, b u t  i t  d i d  say  Food and Drug 



Adminis t ra t ion ,  Seattle District on t h e  s i d e  and h o k e d  

g r e a t .  W e  used t h a t  to  go  o u t  and i n s p e c t  c r a b  pllants 

and d i d  b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l  work, b u t  one of t h e  probllems 

a f t e r  I g o t  t h e  S t a t e  and t h e  Army to s a y  t h a t  w e  cou ld  

have it, t h e n  I had problems w i t h  Food and Drug because 

w e  f e l t  t h a t  w e  had to  g e t  c l e a r a n c e  from h e a d q u a r t e r s  

t o  borrow t h e  equipment and h e a d q u a r t e r s  s a i d  no, t h a t  

w e  had nobody t h a t  could d r i v e  a t ruck .  Well, working 

my way through c o l l e g e  I had, f o r  a few weeks, d r i v e n  an 

o i l  t r u c k  which was n o t  n e a r l y  a s  b i g  an o u t f i t  a s  t h i s  

mobile l a b  and trailer. So Russ White was Chief  

I n s p e c t o r  t h e n  and I s a i d ,  "Russ, I have had a l o t  o f  

expe r i ence  i n  d r i v i n g  t r u c k s n  and t o l d  him I had d t i v e n  

for t h e  Penzo i l  O i l  Company, so h e  r e l a y e d  t h a t  

in format ion  to Washington, and t h e y  s a i d ,  "Well, if'w e  

could t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  we  cou ld  g e t  it. So, I then ,  

went up to  p i c k  up t h e  t ruck  and I had Mage A l l e n ,  

remember Horace Al len? 
-

P o r t e r :  Yes. 

Aansen: W e l l ,  he  was going to  r i d e  wi th  me. So wnen I 

picked up t h e  l a b ,  t h e  Washington s ta te  people  t heqe  

t o l d  me a few t h i n g s  t o  do, bu t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  know hdw to  

hook up t h e  b r a k e s  to  t h e  t ra i le r  so I s a i d ,  w e l l  do rge t  

it, they  are a i r  b r a k e s  and w e  s t a r t e d  going i n t o  d t .  

Vernon, Washington and I had made arrangements  w i th  



t h e  Kennilworth Garage to b r ing  i t  i n  t h e r e  and t h e y  

would have somebody t e a c h  m e  and t r a i n  m e  how to  d r i v e  

t h e  d a r n  th ing .  So I had to  go abou t  20 m i l e s  f ro* 

where t h e  t r a i l e r  w a s  to  g e t  it i n  t h e  garage.  W e l l ,  I 

came ove r  t h i s  b r i d g e  i n  M t .  Vernon and t h e r e  was t h i s  

s h a r p  cu rve  ahead and I s t a r t e d  b rak ing  down, and t h e  

b rakes  wouldn't  hold.  And Bob, i t  w a s  scarey .  I ' m  

looking  o u t  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  and go ing  as c l o s e  t o  cars as 

I could  and Mage A l l e n  was screaming "Look o u t ,  t h + r e  is 

a car coming i n  t h e  nex t  i n t e r s e c t i o n l " ,  and h e  wa* y e l -

l i n g  a t  m e ,  and w e  g o t  it up and around t h e  c o r n e r  and I 

d i d n ' t  h i t  any th ing  and no th ing  h i t  us.  It was j u d t  t h e  

g r a c e  of God i t  d i d n ' t  happen and obv ious ly  I was 

shaken,  b u t  w e  g o t  t h e  t h i n g  s topped  and g o t  o u t  of t h a t  

s i t u a t i o n .  I g o t  it ove r  t o  t h e  Kennilworth people(, 

t h e y  d r i v e  m e  around about  a t w o  m i l e  a r e a  about  silx 

times; told m e  how t o  downshif t  and eve ry th ing  elsel, 

j u s t  some t echn iques  I hadn ' t  l e a r n e d  i n  my b r i e f  eb-

p e r i e n c e  and so I t h e n  was go ing  to  d r i v e .  Well, cbming 

to  S e a t t l e ,  Bob Goldsworthy was wi th  us .  Do you r e +  

member Bob? 

Por t e r :  Y e s .  

Bansen: So Bob wanted t o  d r i v e  and I s a i d  f i n e  and to  

g i v e  him a l i t t l e  expe r i ence ,  and h e  w a s  d r i v i n g ,  ahd 

a l l  o f  a sudden he  was p u l l i n g  o u t ;  w e  d i d n ' t  have f o u r  



l a n e  highway. You had t w o  l a n e  highways up t h e r e ,  and 

he  is o u t  i n  t h e  l e f t  l a n e ,  and i n c h i n g  up  on t h i s  o t h e r  

car b u t  he  s a y s  t h e r e  is j u s t  no way h e  is going  t b  make 

it with  t h e  oncoming t r a f f i c  and Bob, I s a i d ,  "Bob, p u t  

on your b rakes  and g e t  back i n t o  line..  R e  s a i d ,  * I  

t h i n k  I can make it: I s a i d ,  " I ' m  o r d e r i n g  you t@p u l l  

back i n t o  l i ne . "  And h e  pu t  on t h e  b rakes  and g o t  ove r  

and h e  was shaken. Be s a i d  "I t h i n k  I could  have dade  

it." "We a r e  n o t  go ing  t o  t a k e  any chances.", I s q i d .  

Prom then  on I d i d n ' t  l e t  anybody else d r i v e  it. $ut ,  

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w e  g o t  t h e  l a b  down, w e  made inspect i lons  

o f  c r a b  c a n n e r i e s  a l l  down t h e  Washington and Oregan 

Coast .  I t  w a s  a tremendous boos t  to  Food and Drug he- 

cause  people ,  w e  would i n v i t e  peop le  from t h e  nearwy 

community to come i n  and watch us run samples. W e  Mot 

Bob  She l ton  o u t  from Washington DC and Microbiology to  

do  t h e  b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l  work. And so we went down the  

Coast, t h e n  t h e  San F ranc i sco  District wanted u s  to come 

down t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Coast.  So w e  went down t h e  

C a l i f o r n i a  Coast .  I became very p r o f i c i e n t  as a t r u c k  

d r i v e r .  It w a s  j u s t  a lo t  of fun.  I st i l l  remember 

p u l l i n g  t h a t  o l d  a i r  horn  and s c a r i n g  people  a s  w e  Went 

through town, b u t  w e  d i d  a trememdous p u b l i c i t y  j o b  f o r  

Food and Drug and t h e n  we  s t a r t e d  us ing  it on wareheuse 

i n s p e c t i o n s  and even went back to B i l l i n g s ,  Montana and 



around. We would park this beautiful, big laboratory 


in town, go to the newspapers and tell them we were 


making warehouse inspections, checking for the preeence 


of rodents in the plant, running urine tests and doing 


bacteriological work and the public would come out. We 


would have people streaming through, looking at the lab. 


Bob Shelton would do an excellent job of telling how we 


operated and we got a lot of good publicity and were 


very successful. Okay, right in the midst of the height 


of our success, we get word that something is amis$ with 


the Veterinary Corps of the Army buying Salmon and there 


is a sergeant who is a homosexual living with somebody 


in the Veterinary Corps who is a homosexual and thts 


person has confessed that there is something wrong going 


on. And that is just a little background of how it 


started. Dealing with these informants, I found out 


that thousands of pounds of Salmon from Canada, Chlua 


Salmon from Johnson Straits in Alaska were being s@ld to 


the Army as Silver Salmon and they were going to the Joe 


Romeo Fish Company in Halfmoon Bay in California. So to 


get the evidence and before we alerted our San Francisco 


District what was happening, I went to Canada and 


visited some of the sources of purchasing of the Sblmon 


and got copies of invoices showing the sales of 


tremendous amounts of Salmon going to Romero Fish 




Company a t  Ralfmoon Bay and a l l  b i l l e d  o u t  a s  Chum 

Salmon. Then I l o c a t e d  t h e  t r u c k  d r i v e r s  who were 

t r a n s p o r t i n g  it and g o t  c o p i e s  o f  t h e i r  l o g s  and showed 

i n v a r i a b l y  t h a t  t hey  would pa rk  o u t s i d e  o f  Halfmooh Bay 

f o r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  a t  a time. And t h e  t r u c k  d r i v e r $  s a i d  

what happened was t h e y  had i n s t r u c t i o n s  to ca l l  and t a l k  

to  J o e  Romeo p e r s o n a l l y  and h e  would t e l l  them whether 

or n o t  t h e y  cou ld  come i n  and make d e l i v e r y .  And, what 

was happening w a s ,  Romeo d i d n ' t  want them making d e l i -  

v e r i e s  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  Amy V e t e r i n a r y  Corps I n s p e d t o r s  

were t h e r e .  So, t h e n  I had an  a f f i d a v i t  from one  Uruck 

d r i v e r .  R e  s a i d  t h a t  when h e  would g o  i n t o  t h e  Joe 

Romeo F i s h  P l a n t ,  Joe Romeo h imse l f  was t h e r e  w i t h  a  

sanding machine and he  would be  sanding  o f f  on t h e  p a r t  

t h a t  s a i d  packed i n  Canada and h e  would sand t h a t  down 

and then  h e  would s t e n c i l  ove r  it S i l v e r  Salmon. 

Turning around,  s t e a k i n g  a l l  of t h e s e  Salmon and ttde 

Army was buying them a s  S i l v e r  Salmon and I f o r g e t  how 

many c e n t s  more a p u n &  t h a n  Chum Salmon which is a 

lower g rade  f i s h .  But a l o t  o f  i l l e g a l  p r o f i t  t h e r e .  

I t  became e v i d e n t ,  n o t  from any i n s p e c t i o n  made, bult 

from t h e  t e s t imony  of t r u c k  d r i v e r s  and o t h e r s  t h e r e  

t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  never  an Army i n s p e c t o r  t h e r e  on hanU 

when they  unloaded. But later i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  showed 

t h a t  what happened is t h a t  J o e  Romeo would d e l i v e r  



samples of whole f r o z e n  f i s h  to  t h e  Army a s  representing 

t h e  produc t  he  was s e l l i n g  them and t h e r e  were abau t  

t h r e e  Salmon involved and t h e  V e t e r i n a r y  Corps  would 

send them to t h e i r  l a b o r a t o r i e s  and t h e y  had confirmed 

t h a t  t h e s e  were S i l v e r  Salmon. Well, Bob, you and I 

bo th  know, t h a t  i f  you were going  to l e t  t h e  

manufacturer  g i v e  you your sample, you d o n ' t  know what 

you've go t .  W e l l ,  it w a s  obvious  t h a t  Joe Romeo whs 

g i v i n g  them f r o z e n  S i l v e r  Salmon and t h e y  were exainining 

them and conf i rming t h e r e  were f r o z e n  S i l v e r  Salmon, bu t  

t h a t  wasn ' t  what they  were buying a s  s t e a k s .  Now you 

have to bear  i n  mind t h a t  Johnson S t ra i t  Chum Salmbn a r e  

p robably  some of t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  Chum Salmon h e r e  i n  

t h e  Northwest and t h e y  have a s l i g h t  p i n k i s h  t i n g e  t o  

them, b u t  no th ing  l i k e  a S i l v e r  Salmon. But never the-  

less, i t  was a tremendous f r aud  and it was obvious  t h a t  

t h e  V e t e r i n a r y  Corps had been stamping a l l  o f  t h i s  

m a t e r i a l  as good q u a l i t y  S i l v e r  Salmon. They p u t  t ihei r  

seal on t h e  paper.  

Po r t e r :  Now, was t h i s  f rozen?  

Ransen: A l l  is f r o z e n  f i s h .  

P o r t e r :  Frozen whole f i s h  or...? 

Eansen: Frozen whole f i s h  were brought  i n  from Cadada. 

The f i s h  was caught  i n  Canada a s  Chum Salmon, t a k e n  to  

t h e  process ing  p l a n t  and f rozen ,  and t h e n  s o l d  t o  Jbe 



Romeo, Ralfmoon Bay a t  C a l i f o r n i a  a s  f r o z e n  Chum salmon, 

shipped down i n  wooden boxes, i n  f r o z e n  s t a t e ,  reck ived  

and p u t  i n  Joe Romeo's l o c k e r s  down t h e r e  and c u t  i n t o  

s t e a k s  and then  s o l d  and bought and p a i d  f o r  by t h e  Army 

a s  f r o z e n  S i l v e r  Salmon. So t h e  o n l y  real man-

i p u l a t i o n  t h a t  had to  be done was, a s  l ong  a s  t h e  Army 

was w i l l i n g  to  t a k e  t h e  samples from t h e  manufac ture r ,  

a l l  Joe Romeo had t o  d o  was g e t  them a few f r o z e n  $il-

v e r s  and s a y  t h i s  is what I am supp ly ing  you, and then  

by sanding o f f  t h e  'Product o f  Canadam and s t e n c i l i n g  

a c r o s s  .S i lve r  Salmon Packed by Romeo F i sh  Company*, a l l  

t h e  Army would see looking  i n  h i s  l o c k e r s  were the$e  

boxes and Bob, wi th  a b r i g h t  Chum Salmon, i t  is a lit-

t l e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  un t r a ined  pe r son  to  t e l l  what 

species of Salmon it is. You have to  have c e r t a i n  

amount of  exper ience  and they  a r e  a b r i g h t  f i s h ,  so i t  

was ea sy  t o  hoodwink t h e  Army and t h e  Corps o f  Engi- 

neers .  W e l l ,  w e  s e i z e d  a l o t  o f  t h a t  Salmon i n  Seat-

t le .  W e  found where t h e  Quar ter-master  Corps owned it. 

See,  t h e n  w e  s t a r t e d  looking  a t  how i t  was d i s t r i b u t e d .  

W e  found t h a t  h e r e  i n . S e a t t l e ,  t h e r e  were thousands of 

boxes i n  posses s ion  of t h e  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  Corps i n  t h e  

Army who had, were d i s t r i b u t i n g  i t  o u t  to  t h e  Army Bases 

bu t  it had a l l  been stamped and approved by t h e  Vete r in -  

a r y  Corps. So we g o t  t h e  United S t a t e s  Marsha l l  and 



went down and s e i z e d  t h e  Salmon i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  Uhe 

Army. That  c r e a t e d  q u i t e  a f u r o r  and s e v e r a l  Colctnels, 

a F i t z g e r a l d  was one o f  them came o u t  from t h e  Vetierin- 

a r y  Corps. They were j u s t  f u r i o u s  wi th  us. They main- 

t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e i r  examination showed t h a t  t h o s e  welre 

S i l v e r  Salmon and n o t  Chum Salmon. They were a l l  

l a b e l e d ,  see, a s  S i l v e r  Salmon. W e  had o u r  own e x p e r t s  

p l u s  F ish  and W i l d l i f e  and everybody else t h a t  cheeked 

s c a l e s  and eve ry th ing  else and it was no q u e s t i o n  t h a t  

t hey  were Chum Salmon and t h e  o n l y  ev idence  t h a t  t r e  

Army had was t h e  V e t e r n a r i a n ' s  examinat ion o f  t h e  $?hole 

f i s h  t h a t  we  had a f f i d a v i t s  had been hand-del ivered to  

them by Joe Romeo. So they  were i n  t r o u b l e .  hen, they  

had t h e  g a l l  to t e l l  u s ,  OK, i f  you are going  to  pqess  

t h i s ,  you c a n ' t  have our  l a b o r a t o r y  anymore and they  

took away t h a t  b e a u t i f u l  mobile l a b o r a t o r y  t h a t  Fodd and 

Drug was us ing and doing s o  much good wi th .  J u s t  Uook 

it away from us ,  and t h a t  was t h e  end o f  it. And ilt is 

k ind  of sad ,  but.. . 
P o r t e r :  P r e t t y  smal l .  

Hansen: Yes, w e l l  Bob, i t  was sma l l ,  i ts sad ,  b u t  i t  

makes you wonder what goes  on i n  t h e  minds o f  some Of 

t h e  t o p  people  running t h e  agenc ie s  when they  can  db  

something l i k e  t h a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  admit  t h a t  t h e y  had made 



a mis take  and had been def rauded ,  j u s t  d o  s m a l l  re-
t a l i a t o r y  t h i n g s  of t h a t  kind.  To m e  i t  is always 

awful ly  sad... 

Po r t e r :  You made them look  l i k e  fools. 

Eansen: T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  w e  made them look  l i k e  fooQs.  We 

d i d n ' t  want to make them look  l i k e  f o o l s .  Ins teadl  o f  

admi t t ing  t h e y  had made a mis t ake  and s a y ,  how can w e  

g e t  on t o p  of i t ,  t h e y  took t h a t  course .  But t h a t  was 

an  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  because t h e r e  were thousands 4f 

i l l e g a l  d o l l a r s  up t h e r e ,  aga in ,  and it is connected 

wi th  t h e  Salmon i n d u s t r y .  You a lways have a problem of 

s u b s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  f i s h  and game. I d o n ' t  care whether 

i t  is B o t t o m  F i s h ,  Rock F i sh ,  or what it is, people  a r e  

always t r y i n g  to  sell them as a h i g h e r  q u a l i t y ,  h i q h e r  

p r i c e d  f i s h .  

P o r t e r :  Was Romero  e v e r  p rosecu ted  f o r  t h a t ?  

Hansen: Y e s ,  h e  was prosecu ted ,  found g u i l t y .  H e  j u s t  

d i d n ' t  have and I d o n ' t  remember what t h e  f i n e  w a s ,  Bob, 

bu t  a c t u a l l y  we  s e i z e d - a l l  of it, and i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  our 

examination t h a t  w e  found some decomposi t ion,  so we a l s o  

i n s i s t e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  A l l  h e  had to  do  would, i f  S t  

was p u r e l y  a matter o f  s p e c i e s ,  a l l  h e  had to  d o  wa$ t o  

r e l a b e l  each of t h e  boxes as S i l v e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  Chu*, 

and, w e  had fund decomposition..  

P o r t e r :  A s  Chum r a t h e r  than  S i l v e r  you mean? 



Hansen: Yes, All he had to do was label them as Ohum 


Salmon and he could have done that in a couple of weeks 


time. But we did find decompositon in the steaks and we 


insisted that all decomposed steaks be taken out af 


there which meant that they had to set up an assembly 


line with drills and they would drill every individual 


steak and then have a...we helped train some fish 


smellers for them and they segregated and got the totten 


fish, bad fish out too. There wasn't enough bad ftsh in 


there for us, you know, under Food and Drug's Toletance 


Policy to have seized it on that alone, but that with 


the combination of the other thing, we felt that they 


should be required to get the bad fish out too. SQ that 


took them many months to do. 


Porter: Well, that is an interesting story. Well, we 


have a minute or two left of this side of the tape. 


Shall I turn it off a minute? 


Eansen: Why don't you, Robert. 

Porter: Well Doug, I know we can talk about Salmon all 


day and it is very interesting, but I want to get ihto 


some of your experiences in drugs, both illegal salbs 


of drugs and any other drug investigations that you 


think would make an interesting story. 


Bansen: Well, Bob, I think one area that is intere$ting 


and mind you, when you, when I talk about this area, I 




am n o t  knocking medical  d o c t o r s  p e r  se, because I have 

some ve ry  close f r i e n d s ,  I ' v e  been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  f o r  

many y e a r s  who a r e  medical  d o c t o r s  and I have no th ing  

b u t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  of r e s p e c t  f o r  them, bu t  t h e r e  is a 

problem i n  t h e i r  i n d u s t r y  and t h e y  recognize  it and t h a t  

goes  to t h e  charge  t h a t  s o  many o f  them l e a r n  t h e i r  

medicine from salesmen o r  de ta i lmen .  Now, t h a t  happens 

t o  be a f a c t  and t h e r e  is, a l though  people  i n  t h e  *edi- 

c a l  or i n  t h e  drug i n d u s t r y  w i l l  t r y  to  r e f u t e  t h a t ;  t hey  

c a n ' t .  I t  is an a c t u a l  f a c t ,  and I t h i n k  one of t h e  

c a s e s  t h a t  was most i n t e r e s t i n g  to m e  a s  a young imspec- 

t o r  i n  S e a t t l e  and a c t u a l l y  i t  r e s u l t e d  i n  C h a r l i e  Craw- 

f o r d ,  who was commissioner a t  t h e  t ime,  w r i t i n g  m e  a 

long p e r s o n a l  letter and t e l l i n g  m e  to  how i n s t r u m e n t a l  

my i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been i n  h i s  d e a l i n g s  w i th  som4body 

named Wheeler who was General Counci l  for Ely  L i l l p  Com- 

pany and o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  Congress. But i t  goes ,  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a r e p o r t  go ing  through t h e  counltry 

t h a t  some man w a s  going around and mixing up l i v e r  of 

su lphur  or potasium s u l p h a t e  i n  h i s  h o t e l  room, putk ing  

i t  i n  bottles and p u t t i n g  on l a b e l s  and going arounEl 

s e l l i n g  it to o s t e o p a t h s  who i n  t u r n ,  would i n j e c t  t h e  

m a t e r i a l  i n t o  p a t i e n t s .  It w a s  r e p o r t e d l y  good f o r  

a r t h r i t i s ,  migra in  headaches rhumetism, related a i l*  

ments, and t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  had been know to  Food an4 



Drug had shown up i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of  t h e  c o u n t r y  over 

t h e  y e a r s  and t h e n  f o r  about  t h r e e  y e a r s  h e  h a d n ' t  been 

heard from. Then a l l  of a sudden t h e r e  was a r e p @ r t  

t h a t  a pe r son  f i t t i n g  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  had j u s t  s o l d  some 

o f  t h e  produc t  to  a doctor up  i n  E v e r e t t ,  Washing$on. 

And, t h e  pe r son  who had r e p o r t e d  it s a i d  t h e r e  was 

something ve ry  s u s p i c i o u s  about  t h i s  man and they  wanted 

Food and Drug to  know about it. Russ White, t h e  qh ie f  

I n s p e c t o r ,  had ass igned  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  to s e v e r a l  

i n s p e c t o r s  who had gone o u t  and could  f i n d  no th ing ,  bu t  

because I had some good expe r i ences  i n  some o t h e r  

undercover i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  Russ White gave t h e  cask  t o  

m e  to  checkout  once more. And so I s t a r t e d  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and found o u t  where t h i s  man had beeh 

s t a y i n g .  H e  had a small h o t e l  room i n  E v e r e t t ,  

Washington, and had r e c e n t l y  l e f t  and I had t h e  h o t e l  

manager g e t  h i s  housekeepers and everybody i n t o  h i $  

o f f i c e  and I ques t ioned  a l l  o f  them and found o u t  t h a t  

one of t h e  housemaids had d a t e d  t h i s  f e l l o w  and a c t u a l l y  

w a s  still i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  him and he  was s t a y i n g  i d  t h e  

Columbia H o t e l  i n  Bellingham, Washington which was about 

90 m i l e s  nor th .  So I went t o  Bellingham and s t a r t e d  

v i s i t i n g  some of t h e  d o c t o r s  and found,  i n  f a c t  I went 

t o  t h e  county  h e a l t h  d o c t o r ,  first of a l l ,  A l i s t e r  

HcSmith was h i s  name. And h e  s a i d  'My gosh.. I t d l d  

him t h i s  s t o r y  of t h i s  f e l l ow,  and h e  s a i d  'Yes ,  I 



bought some of t h i s  s t u f f . "  I haven ' t  used it." Ahd he  

showed m e  he  had t h r e e  v i a l s  of t h e  material. So I col-

l e c t e d  t h a t  a s  a sample and t h e n  s t a r t e d  v i s i t i n g  o t h e r  

d o c t o r s  and found t h a t  t h e y  had bought it too and I 

warned a l l  of them and then  I r a n  i n t o  a d o c t o r ' s  O f f i c e  

where h e r e  w a s  a young M.D. t h a t  I had gone to  h i g h  

schoo l ,  w i th  t h i s  k id .  Bointon was h i s  name. And he  

s a i d ,  "Come on,  I want t o  show you someth ingn ,  and h e  

p u l l e d  open a c a b i n e t  i n  h i s  supply  room, and t h e r k  were 

over  100 b o t t l e s  of  t h i s  product .  It was l a b e l e d  

A l e r g i t o n  Glu teus  Maximus Muscle of Choice,  2 i n j e b t i o n s  

i n  48 hour s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a t r e a t m e n t ,  or something a long 

t h a t  l i n e  and t h e n  had 421, l e t s  s e e ,  i t  had Alergbton  

Labora to r i e s ,  421 Moss H i l l  Avenue, Oakland, C a l i f o r n i a  

as t h e  manufacturer .  So w e  r epo r t ed  it to C a l i f o r h i a .  

They found t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a vacan t  l o t  and, Bob, In$ 

s o r r y ,  I j u s t  lost my t r a c k  t h e r e  f o r  a minute.  

Po r t e r :  Oh, t h a t ' s  a l r i g h t .  

Eansen: OK, so it was-a  vacan t  l o t ,  i f  you d o n ' t  h ind  

t u r n i n g  i f  o f f  f o r  a minute... 

But anyhow, young D r .  Bointon s a i d ,  "Le t  m e  g k t  my 

f a t h e r " ,  and h i s  f a t h e r  who was an  M.D. was i n  a n o t h e r  

room and so h e  g o t  h i s  f a t h e r  and t h e  n u r s e  came i h ,  and 

he s a i d ,  " M r .  Eansen", h e  s a i d  to  h i s  f a t h e r ,  " t e l 9  M r .  

Eansen what g r e a t  l u c k  and s u c c e s s  you have had w i t h  



Alergi ton. '  So h i s  f a t h e r ,  n o t  knowing s a i d ,  'Oh, M r .  

Bansen, i t  is a tremendous p roduc t ,  he  s a y s  I have had 

miracu lous  c u r e s  for it.' H e  said, ' I ' ve  had a r t h r i t i s  

c a s e s  t h a t  have had serious problems, unable  to  d o  any- 

t h i n g  f o r  them, and t h i s  p roduc t  h a s  t aken  c a r e  oE t h e s e  

poor s o u l s ,  and went on,  r e a l l y  e x t o l l i n g  t h e  v a l u e  of 

Alergi ton. '  And I s a i d ,  'Doctor, have you had any c a s e s  

of p a i n  a s s o c i a t e d  with i t ? .  And h e  s a y s ,  'No, ndne a t  

a l l . '  And h i s  nu r se  said, 'Well, Doctor, how aboult Mrs. 

So-and-so, s h e  was screaming and threw h e r s e l f  do* on 

t h e  f l o o r , '  and h e  tu rned  t o  h i s  n u r s e  and s a y s  'Ybu 

shut-up and g e t  o u t  of  here.' Then, h i s  son identified 

m e  as a Food and Drug I n s p e c t o r .  And t h e  Doctor went t o  

p i eces .  B e  s a i d ,  ' Y e s ,  t h e r e  was pain.' B e  s a i d ,  " In  

f a c t ,  l e t  m e  show you a letter.' And h e  went o u t  gnd 

g o t  a le t te r  f o r  m e ,  it was on p l a i n  t y p e w r i t i n g  p4per,  

b u t  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  label had been c u t  o f f  showing 

A l e r g i t o n  Labora to r i e s  and t h e  a d d r e s s  and p a s t e d  dn t h e  

t o p  of t h e  paper  and it went something l i k e  t h i s :  

'Dear D r .  Bointon: M r .  Scott, o u r  pharmaceut ida l  

salesman h a s  told m e  of t h e  g r e a t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  you {have 

made i n  a l l e v i a t i n g  t h e  p a i n f u l  e lements  connec ted  \with 

our  product .  I unders tand you have recommended addkng 

phenol or c a r b o l i c  a c i d  to  t h e  produc t ,  and s i n c e  then  



have had no pain. We can't tell you how much we in sci- 


ence are indebted for your contribution and becaude of 


this contribution, we are going to see that you aae en- 


titled to a 50% discount on all future purchases af the 


product. Now it was obvious that the detailman, Scott, 


had gone up to his hotel room, typed this on papee, and 


really duped the Doctor. And it really...you just can't 


realize how gullable some of these doctors are. They 


are good, hard working people but they get caught mp in 


the thing. So the Doctor had bought a lot more anD then 


the Doctor confessed to me that he had given a chebk for 


$500.00 or $600.00 for alot more of the stuff that had 


not been delivered. So we told him the story, and I 


said, "Doctor, the way you could really help us is if 


you are willing to swear out a warrant for grand lbr- 


cency." Mind you, Bob, we had no proof of interstate 


commerce, in fact, we suspected that everything had been 


done locally. The guy would move from place to plgce. 


So the Doctor said he would be happy to do that. $e 


went out to the prosecuting attorney's office with me, 


Boon Harden was the prosecuting attorney there and we 


swore out a warrant for grand larceny for the folldw and 


then I went looking for him. And I got out in the boon- 


docks and around, and I found out, that, no, I got a 


little bit ahead of my story. No, at this time I Hadn't 




found o u t  t h a t  he  w s  s t a y i n g  a t  t h e  Columbia Hotel i n  

Bellingham, it was i n  my i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t r y i n g  to lo-

c a t e  him w i t h  t h i s  war ran t  f o r  grand l a r c e n y  t h a t  I r a n  

i n t o  t h e  h o t e l ,  found o u t  t h a t  he  had s t a y e d  i n  @he 

h o t e l  i n  E v e r e t t  and t h e y  r e f e r r e d  m e  to  t h e  C o l u i b i a  

Hotel i n  Bellingham. So I g o t  a local d e t e c t i v e ,  S i d  

Van S idde re ton ,  and went down w i t h  a war ran t  to t h e  

h o t e l  and t h e  guy ' s  r e a l  name was Lee.  H e  w a s  usilng t h e  

a l i a s ,  S c o t t .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  h e  had many a l i a s e s ,  Nut he  

was no t  i n  h i s  room. H i s  r e a l  name was Scott, h e  M a s  

us ing t h e  a l i a s  Lee. But he  w a s  n o t  i n  h i s  room ak  t h e  

t i m e ,  bu t  t h e  h o t e l  manager went up ad  unlocked h i s  room 

f o r  us. There  was a s a t c h e l ,  t h e r e  was a bot t le  of 

l i v e r  of su lphur  from t h e  local . . .one o f  t h e  local drug 

stores, I t h i n k  it w a s  a pound b o t t l e ,  a l a r g e  s i z e d  

b o t t l e  and t h e r e  were a l l  k inds  of empty b o t t l e s  ahd 

i n v o i c e s  from S c i e n t i f i c  S u p p l i e s  i n  S e a t t l e ,  rubber  

s t o p p e r s ,  a l l  of  t h e  equipment. Obviously we c o u l d n ' t  

t a k e  any o f  t h e  samples a t  t h a t  time, b u t  w e  knew i t  was 

t h e r e ,  and so then  w e  went down and wai ted i n  t h e  Jobby 

f o r  t h e  man to  came in .  P r e t t y  soon,  one  o f  t h e  b e l l  

hops, which kind o f  s u r p r i s e d  m e  t h a t  h e  knew who qe  

were looking  f o r ,  because I thought  o n l y  t h e  manager w a s  

he lp ing  us. And he  s a i d ,  "Hey, your  man is s i t t i n g  on 

t h e  end stool of t h e  Three L i t t l e  P igs" ,  which is a 



t a v e r n  a couple  of d o o r s  down t h e  street. So, t hdn  Van 

Sidderton. . . I  went o u t  f i r s t ,  t h e n  Van S i d d e r t o n ,  t h e  

d e t e c t i v e  behind me ,  and t h i s  is t h e  Keystone' Cops, 

because t i m e  and a g a i n  w e  d i d  t h i n g s  t h a t  were Kepstone 

Cops. Here comes t h i s  b ig  f a t  man i n  t h e  r evo lv ing  

d o o r s  j u s t  as I am going  ou t .  I recognized  i t  h a s  to be 

t h e  man w e  are looking f o r .  I q u i c k l y  t u rned  arouhd and 

d a r t e d  o u t  of  t h e  r evo lv ing  door ,  o n l y  to h i t  Van 

S i d d e r t o n  head-on, o u r  heads. I t  knocked him downr I 

was j u s t  r e e l i n g ;  I was see ing  s t a r s ;  it was a h o r r i b l e  

t h i n g ,  b u t  w e  q u i c k l y  recovered from t h a t ,  b u t  i n  t h e  

mean t i m e ,  t h i s  Scott w a s  over  to t h e  desk  to  g e t  Lbis 

key, and so I went up t h e r e  and I s a i d ,  a s  I s a y ,  be  was 

us ing  t h e  name Lee, and I s a i d ,  " M r .  Lee,. and he  $a id  

= Y e s ? "  and I s a i d ,  = M r .  Lee, you are under arrest.. Be 

s a y s ,  =It is a local charge  sir,  I hopeL and I s a i d  'No, 

I am a Fede ra l  Agent, and t h i s  is M r .  Van S iddersod  from 

t h e  Bellingham P o l i c e  Department.' So w e  went up tio h i s  

room and t a l k e d  to  him; and h e  gave m e  samples  and 

e v e r y t h i n g ,  and I g o t  a copy of h i s  o r d e r  book and found 

t h a t  h e  had s o l d  t o  28 M.D.'s i n  Bellingham, W a s h i h t o n  

ove r  t h e  last . . . two month per iod .  Now mind you, t h e r e  

weren ' t  t h a t  many more M.D.'s i n  town t h a n  t h a t .  

P o r t e r :  T h a t ' s  what I w a s  go ing  to say ,  t h a t  was about  

a l l  of  them. 



Hansen: That  was d a r n  near  a l l  o f  them, and as I g o t  

t h a t  list and went around and t a l k e d  to  them, founld a 

number o f  them had been i n j e c t i n g  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s  and 

some of them, t h e y  had developed abses ses .  But t h e  

i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  about  S c o t t  was, t a l k i n g  to  him bnd 

said, " W e l l ,  M r .  S c o t t ,  where have  you been and what h a s  

happened?. H e  says .  'Well, l e t  m e  t e l l  you son." And 

h e  was ve ry  f a t h e r l y  wi th  me because  I was a young guy 

and h e  w a s  an o l d e r  gentlemen. B e  s a i d ,  ' I ' ve  beeh a 

de ta i lman  f o r  y e a r s  for some of t h e  b i g  pharmaceut ica l  

companies, i t  was g e t t i n g  too rough, and I dec ided  to go 

i n t o  b u s i n e s s  myself: And o r i g i n a l l y  h e  main ta ined  

t h a t  he  was g e t t i n g  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  from some p l a c e  i n  

C a l i f o r n i a .  And h e  t o l d  us  t h e  name of some p l a c e ,  bu t  

l a t e r  on,  obvious ly  t h a t  was a lie. I t o l d  him th4n ,  

good, because t h a t  t h e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n t e r s t a t e  comderce 

and when it came to  s ign ing  an a f f i d a v i t ,  h e  wouldnl't, 

and then  he  s a i d ,  'you know I d i d n ' t  g e t  i t  there . '  And 

I s a i d ,  'no, I see S c i e n t i f i c  Supply labels h e r e  an/a 

i n v o i c e s  h e r e ,  and I am s u r e  w e  can p u t  it a l l  togek- 

her,. so he  admit ted what he  was doing.  H e  s a i d ,  

s t a r t e d  to  sel l  to  o s t e o p a t h s  o n l y  and I g o t  p icked  up 

i n  a couple  of s t a t e s  and h e  s a i d  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  a t  t h e  

t i m e  I w a s  o u t  o f  c i r c u l a t i o n  and I had mentioned tQhim 

t h a t  i n  about  t h r e e  y e a r s  we h a d n ' t  hea rd  from him, h e  



Texas, Texarkana? Something l i k e  t h a t ,  he  had beed i n  

p r i s o n  and he  g o t  o u t  about s i x  months b e f o r e  I had 

apprehended him. But anyhow, h e  s a i d  i n  going baqk and 

selling to o s t e o p a t h s  h e  was having g r e a t  l uck ,  u n Q i l  one 

t i m e  he  saw a  o s t e o p a t h i c  j o u r n a l  t h a t  had h i s  p i a t u r e  

i n  i t ,  and i t  s a i d  beware of t h i s  man, and t h e r e  Has 

some kind of a  f a c s i m i l e  p i c t u r e  o f  him and d e s c r i b i n g  

him a s  being very  heavy; he  had a tremendous stomakh o n  

him, and t h e  a r t i c l e  mentioned, and i t  w a s  t rue a t  t h e  

t ime I caught  him, t h a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  h i s  c o a t  and 

t r o u s e r s  a r e  u s u a l l y  worn from rubbing on desks ,  

appa ren t ly ,  and t h i s  was t r u e ,  t h e y  were. B u t  anySow, 

h e  s a i d  h e  saw t h i s  a r t i c l e  and it s c a r e d  him so he  

stopped s e l l i n g  t o  o s t e o p a t h s  and c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  t 4 . D . ' ~  

and I ' l l  never  f o r g e t  him say ing  "And you know, M r .  

Hansen, t h e y ' r e  even b igger  s u c k e r s  t h a n  t h e  osteo-

paths ."  Now t h a t  is what t h e  guy s a i d  t o  me. 

But Bob, to  make a long s t o r y  s h o r t ,  ah,  we c o q l d n ' t  

e s t a b l i s h  i n t e r s t a t e  commerce and so working wi th  tlhe 

S t a t e  Pharmacy I n s p e c t o r  we charged him on t h e  saleki 

t h a t  we documented i n  Bellingham. I t h i n k  i t  was 218 

counts  of  S e l l i n g  Misbranded Medicine; i t  was $500 p e r  

count ,  and, a l s o  peddl ing wi thou t  a l i c e n s e  which w @ s  

$50 pe r  count.The l o c a l  judge, a f e l l o w  named Dawso@ was 



tremendous. H e  heard t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  f e l l o w  had no de- 

f ense ,  he  admit ted eve ry th ing ,  bu t  t h e  judge d i d  s ~ y  you 

a r e  one of t h e  m o s t  d i s p i c a b l e  c h a r a c t e r s  t h a t  e v e r  came 

i n  our  p l a c e ,  and I know t h e  r eco rd  t h a t  Food and Drug 

h a s  a copy o f  what you a r e  charged wi th ,  so he  f i n e d  t h e  

man t h e  maximum and t h e  man jumps up and s a i d ,  "Your 

honor I d o n ' t  have a dime; I c a n ' t  pay tha t . "  And t h e  

judge s a i d ,  "F ine ,  work i t  o u t  i n  t h e  county  j a i l ,  $3.00 

a day." 

Now S c o t t  had made a l o t  o f  money, bu t  w e  found o u t  

t h a t  he was l i v i n g  with  young g i r l s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  mainly 

Ind ian  g i r l s  and spending a l o t  o f  money on them, qnd he  

had j u s t  gone through h i s  money. So they  p u t  him i n  

j a i l .  So about  two months la ter ,  and it looked l i k e  he 

was going t o  be  t h e r e  f o r  a number of y e a r s ,  about  two 

months l a t e r ,  I had a c a l l  t h a t  somebody had heard  t h a t  

he  was o u t  of  j a i l .  I went up to  s e e  t h e  prosecut4ng 

a t t o r n e y ,  and t h i s  shows you j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  coun t ry .  

And t h e  a t t o r n e y  s a i d ,  " Y e s ,  w e  l e t  him go. What i s  t h e  

problem?" Well,  t h e  man had a f i s t u l a  and he  was s ~ i l -

ing  t h e  m a t t r e s s e s  i n  j a i l .  H e  had gone through th l i r ty  

o r  some m a t t r e s s e s  and t h e  j a i l  h a s  a smal l  budget  Bnd 

they  c o u l d n ' t  a f f o r d  to  buy more m a t t r e s s e s ,  and we 

t r i e d  t o  g e t  somebody t o  o p e r a t e  on him f o r  t h e  f i s t u l a ,  

bu t  none of t h e  d o c t o r s  would touch him. They s a i d  



no he has brough enough grief to M.D.'s and they Said 


no, let him go and get him out of town. And they act- 


ually let the man go. 


Porter: Is that right: He was toobig a nuisance? 


Hansen: He w a s W  big a nuisance, so he left, and we 


never heard from him anymore. But later on in doaument- 


ing that particular case, was, as I say, Charlie Clraw- 


ford, Commissioner, said it was very instrumental in 


demonstrating before members of Congress and others that 


there has to be control over oral representation by de- 


tailmen especially. And that is the argument it was 


used for, that the doctor's don't and aren't able to 


keep up with new techniques in medicine and new pro- 


ducts, and they do get their education from the detail- 


men. Now close friends of mine who are M.D.'s tell me, 


and I have heard this time and again, "That's exactily 


right. Now I spend a little more time, but my patuner, 


Jack or Ben, he buys anything those suckers will sqll 


them." And it's a problem. It's in all pharmaceut~i- 


cal fields. So now, Bob, that's a kind of an inter- 


esting case. 


Now did you say that you want to talk a little bit 

about over-the-counter cases? 

Porter: I'd like to, yes. I know that you have told me 

in the past about some of them, but it has been a lQng 

time, and.. . 



Hansen: W e l l ,  Bob, even i n  t h e  program i n  Washinqton, 

you know I headed up t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  was re-

s p o n s i b l e  for . . . I  t h i n k  Lou Lasher  was o u r  key man i n  

t h e  program t h a t  was doing t h e  work and t h e r e  were a lo t  

o f  n a t i o n a l  ca ses ,  b u t  what I w i l l  do  is j u s t  t a lk , ,  g i v e  

you a l i t t l e  background and some i n t e r e s t i n g  ones  t h a t  I 

have worked on. 

P o r t e r :  Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  what I would l i k e .  

Hansen: And I know t h a t  I am t a k i n g  a l o t  of your time 

h e r e ,  s o  I ' l l  t r y  t o ,  k ind of. . .  

P o r t e r :  Oh, no, and I am i n t e r e s t e d ,  you know, t h e  

o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  is on t h e  record .  What I want a r e  

s t o r i e s  of  r a t h e r . . .  

Hansen: OK, l e t  me t e l l  you, I made t h e  f i r s t  oveq- 

the-counte r  or 301(k)  c a s e  i n  t h e  count ry  and I was a 

brand new i n s p e c t o r ,  and t h i s  was, t h i s  i s . . . t he  gdod 

Lord h a s  been good t o  m e  through l i f e  because I sedm to  

f a l l  i n t o  a l o t  of t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  bu t  I r e p o r t e d  badk t o  

Boston, and t h e  Chief I n s p e c t o r ,  C y r i l  S u l l i v a n ,  n w  he 

is a c o l o r f u l  s t o r y  i n  h i s  own r i g h t ,  Bob, and w e  c ~ u l d  

do  on.. . 
Por t e r :  Maybe you w i l l  have t i m e  t o  t e l l  a l i t t l e  C y r i l  

S u l l i v a n  s t o r y  too.  

Hansen: OK, w e l l  he  was a most i n t e r e s t i n g  person.  B u t  

anyhow, h e  was t h e  Chief I n s p e c t o r  and I had my 



preliminary training in sea food work mainly, because 


that is what I was back there for and I was going up to 


Maine to make some fish inspections and had been told 


that it was always a good idea when you get into major 


cities to drop in and see the local Health Officer and 


see if he's experiencing any problems. And because of 


my lack of experience that wasn't expected that I Cas 


going to get involved in that too much, but I thouqht 


well boy, I'm going to try it out. So when I got to 


Portland, Maine I went down and asked to see the health 


officer and introduced myself and he was a very fiqe 


person and right.. .I asked him if he had any proble/ms 


that might relate to Food and Drug activity. He said, 


"Yes, I've got a horrible problem here," he said. Be've 


got a lot of soldiers and sailor turning in that have 


gonorrhea, but they have been treating themselves abd 


apparently they can get sulfanilimide from a local phar- 


macy here and they have been treating themselves an@ the 


damn pharmasist isn't giving them heavy enough dose$ and 


really is building up a resistance. By the time we get 


them these kids are in horrible shape. Is there any- 


thing you can do about something like that?" And I 


said, "Oh, I am sure there is.' I said, "Let me ge4 


the facts from you." And I took down a lot of 


information and found out where the drug store was 


and I thought just for the heck of it I'll go get 




me some khak ie s  t o  p u t  on and I went i n t o  a l o c a l  s u r -

p l u s  store and I bought a p a i r  o f  khak ie s  and a s h i r t  

and I went i n t o  t h i s  pharmacy and went back to t h e  phar- 

mac is t  and he  s a i d  "Can I h e l p  you?' And I s a i d ,  "Hey, 

yes ,  you know, I ' m  a f r a i d  I g o t  a dose  of 'Clap '  and 

some o f  my buddies t o l d  me t h a t  you could  t a k e  cane  of 

me." And he  s a i d ,  "Sure", and h e  gave m e  a p a c k e t  of  

some p i l l s  and t h e r e  was something w r i t t e n  on  it on how 

long to  t a k e  them and I f o r g e t  t h e  cost a t  t h a t  t i f ie .  

It seems t o  me it w s  $3.00, something l i k e  t h a t  I oave 

him, and I thanked him a lo t  and I g o t  o u t  of  t h e r e .  

W e l l ,  I f e l t  I was on t o p  of something bu t  I d i d n ' t  know 

what and I had c e r t a i n l y  documented t h a t  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  

t h a t  had been r e l a t e d  t o  me was going on,  so I c a l l e d  

C y r i l  S u l l i v a n ,  t h e  Chief I n s p e c t o r .  H e  was r e a l 1 3  ex- 

t i t e d .  He s a i d ,  "My God, you d i d  what?" And I t o l d  

him. H e  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  d o n ' t  do  anyth ing  more, w a i t  t ill  

I g e t  there. '  And so he  g o t  C h a r l i e  Wood who was t lhei r  

Sen io r  Drug I n s p e c t o r  and C y r i l  came on down to  Poritland 

and I wai ted,  and we went over  t h e  s t o r y  a g a i n ,  and re-

a l l y  what it amounted to, they  asked m e  to go back iabout 

f o u r  more times and do  t h e  same t h i n g ,  which I d i d ,  and 

each t i m e  g o t  buys. And t h a t  was a l l  t h e r e  was t o  it. 

They showed m e  how to w r i t e  up t h e  samples  and they  

charged t h e  pharmacis t ,  h i s  name, a s  I r e c a l l  was 



Ponsky and it was t h e  f i r s t  over- the-counter  c a s e  we 

made i n  t h e  country .  Now I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  i t  a t  t h e  

t i m e ,  Bob, t h a t ' s  how new and how n a i v e  I was, b u t  I 

jo ined ,  I t h i n k  I t o l d  you, I jo ined  t h e  Navy soon 

t h e r e a f t e r  and f o r g o t  a l l  about  i t  excep t  when I w @ s  i n  

t h e  Navy I was undergoing t r a i n i n g  i n  F l o r i d a  and had a 

c o n t a c t  from a Food and Drug pe r son  and he  came o u t  and 

wanted a f f i d a v i t s  from m e ,  and I f i l l e d  o u t  a l o t  @f a f -  

f i d a v i t s  and found t h a t  t h e  case was coming t o  t r i g 1  and 

a c t u a l l y  Ponsky was found g u i l t y  and . . . i t  was aga id  a s  I 

s a i d ,  proved t o  be t h e  f i r s t  301(k)  c a s e  i n  t h e  coan t ry .  

Ah, t h a t  was.. . just a l i t t l e  on t h a t  s t o r y .  Bqt 

when I came t o  S e a t t l e ,  a s  an I n s p e c t o r ,  I d i d n ' t  qet 

involved t h a t  much i n  t h e  work u n t i l  I became Chief  

I n s p e c t o r ,  and about t h a t  t ime we were having a nudber 

of  problems and we made a number o f  c a s e s  a g a i n s t  Ml.D.'s  

and a g a i n s t  pharmacies. But t h e r e  was one store i n  t h e  

s k i d  road area t h a t  w e  had a l l  k i n d s  of r e p o r t s  t h a t  il-

l e g a l  sale was going on and y e t  we could  never  make buys 

ou r se lves .  Then we went t o  us ing  an in formant ,  a glLy 

came i n  who s a i d  h e  was buying s t u f f  t h e r e  and s o  w e  g o t  

him t o  a g r e e  t o  be  an informant .  W e l l ,  a t  t h e  t ime,  we 

had some t r a n s m i t t i n g  equipment t h a t  w e  wrapped i n  d 

package and had t h i s  guy c a r r y  in .  W e  d i d n ' t  t e l l  him 



what i t  was, and so w e  were o u t  l i s t e n i n g  and r eca rd ing  

what was going on ,  b u t  w e  s a i d  j u s t  to make you loak  

l i k e  you've been shopping o r  something, c a r r y  t h i s  

package i n  wi th  you. So he...we were l i s t e n i n g  and he  

goes  i n  and t h e r e  are about  t h r e e  i n s p e c t o r s  wi th  he  and 

we a r e  around t h e  c o r n e r  i n  a c a r  and h e  goes  i n t o  t h e  

pharmacis t ,  whatever t h e  pha rmac i s t ' s  name was, an$ he  

s a i d ,  "Hey, I ' v e  g o t ,  I ' m  working wi th  t h e  Feds,  t Q e y  

g o t  me i n  h e r e  t r y i n g  t o  make a buy from you and I ' m  

going o u t  and t e l l  them you wouldn' t  se l l  m e  any off t h e  

s t u f f  and he  s a i d  "Oh, thanks  a lo t  Tim,  I ' l l  t a k e  c a r e  

of you l a t e r " ,  or something l i k e  t h a t .  The pharmaqis t  

s a i d  t h a t .  And t h e  guy comes back o u t  to  u s  and he  

s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  know what ' s  wrong bu t  t h e  man's been t i p -  

ped o f f  or something,  he  wouldn' t  s e l l  to  me." And! we 

s a i d ,  "Oh, thanks  a l o t  i t  was a good t r y  and maybe h e  

i s n ' t  a s  -bad as  you s a i d  he  was and we g o t  r i d  of  t h e  

guy. But we l a t e r  t r i e d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  people  and could 

n o t  make a c o n t a c t ,  so w e  d i smissed  it. But aga in  and 

aga in  it would come up t h a t  t h i s  pharmacy down i n  t h e  

s k i d  road was involved.  B u t  c o u l d n ' t  do  anyth ing  about 

it u n t i l  one t i m e  I had a cal l  from t h e  S e a t t l e  P o l j c e  

Department. They t o l d  me they had a young homosexudl i n  

t he re .  H i s  name was Norman Mise and t h a t  he  had been 

making buys. H e  s a i d  t h e r e  is a whole r i n g  o f  guys 



buying g o o f b a l l s ,  or...amphetamines, benn ie s  a t  t h i s  

pharmacy and t h e  guy s a i d  h e  would c o o p e r a t e  i f  he  could 

g e t  o u t  of  j a i l .  And t h e  p o l i c e ,  I t a l k e d  to  t h e  P o l i c e  

Department, and they  s a i d  t hey  were w i l l i n g  to rel lease 

t h e  guy t o  u s  i f  w e  thought  t h e r e  w a s  any th ing  i n  it. 

So w e  s a i d  w e l l ,  l e t ' s  g i v e  i t  a t r y .  And s o  we t b l k e d  

t o  t h i s  Norman Mise and he w a s  an en joyab le  p e r s o n  t o  

t a l k  to  because he  was very f r a n k  about  h i s  own h a b i t s  

and t h a t  he  had been i n  p r i s o n  and y e t  he  seemed l l k e  a 

p r e t t y  decen t  guy. I could s a y  t h a t  wi th  eve ry th ihg .  

And h e  s a i d ,  "No, what you need t o  d o  is g e t  somebody i n  

t h e r e  t h a t  I could in t roduce  a s  my l o v e r  and I ' l l  g i v e  

him an i n t r o d u c t i o n  a t  t h e  pharmacis t .  I can make buys. 

So I asked him i f  I would do  and h e  looked a t  m e  wj th  a 

l i t t l e  d i s g u s t  I t h i n k  and s a i d ,  "no", I wouldn' t  do. 

But w e  had him look  a t  a number o f  o u r  i n s p e c t o r s  qnd 

t h e r e  was one,  a young guy who was i n  t h e  F i s h  and Game 

i n  Montana. W e  subsequent ly  had to l e t  him go  from t h e  

s e r v i c e .  He was too wild.  H e  would s c r a p e  o f f  t h e  

s h i e l d s  on t h e  car. H e  was packing a gun and every+ 

t h i n g .  J i m  Ford, you might have heard  o f  him. H e  i s  a 

s t o r y  i n  himself  t o o  because h e  made some g r e a t  under- 

cover  b u s t s  f o r  us.  I n  f a c t  on  t h i s  one  he  d id .  BNt s o  

we'll weave J i m  i n t o  it. But he  s a i d ,  "Oh, he  would be 

love ly , "  a s  he  looked a t  J i m  w i th  h i s  c u r l y  h a i r  an4 



a real husky, j u s t  a real husky young guy. So J i m  

agreed t o  do  it. And Norm s a i d ,  "Now t h e  t h i n g  to  do  is 

t o  wear t i g h t  l e v i s  and a t i g h t  T - s h i r t  and w e  w i l l  a l l  

meet a t  t h e  Double Header Tavern.' Ah, t h a t  w a s  t h e  

homosexual hang-out h e r e  down i n  t h e  s k i d  road. Abd s o  

he  s a i d  he  would i n t r o d u c e  J i m  as a f r i e n d  o f  h i s  tram 
Los Angeles and t h a t  t h e  h e a t  was on homosexuals i* Los 

Angeles a t  t h a t  time and they  were a l l  f l o c k i n g  up t o  

Po r t l and  and S e a t t l e  and he gave J i m  t h e  names of 4 

Mother Ruth and some o t h e r  wel l  known homosexuals an 

some e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  down t h e r e  s o  J i m  cou ld ,  wi thoqt  

t a l k i n g  t o o  much, would know some of t h e  r i g h t  ansders .  

So i t  was set  up t h a t  J i m  would go  i n  and sit  a t  thle bar  

and have a few d r i n k s  and then  Norman would in t rodube  

him t o  some of t h e  homosexuals t h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  and 

then  J i m  was go ing  t o  have to leave.  We were t a k i n g  i t  

a l i t t l e  slow. I n  t h e  meantime I had r e n t e d  a room i n  

t h e  Smith Tower and we had a movie camera s e t  up t h e r e  

and w e  were watching him. We had a couple  of guys  

around t h e  a r e a  watching so t h a t  no th ing  would happen t o  

J i m  s o  he  wouldn' t  g e t  i n t o  t r o u b l e .  And t h a t  was g 

r e a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x e r c i s e  to  see a l l  t h e  b ig  c a r s  came 

up t o  t h i s  t a v e r n  and guys p ick ing  up young k i d s  and 

we'd heard stories of young k i d s  g e t t i n g  benn ie s  £ram 

t h i s  t a v e r n  and we saw young k i d s  around t h e r e  and tlhere 



was n o  q u e s t i o n ,  t hey  were g e t t i n g  bennies .  B u t  anyhow, 

t o  make t h e  long s t o r y  s h o r t e r ,  t h e  n e x t  day,  Misd came 

ove r  and we s a i d ,  . W e l l ,  how d i d  J i m  do" and he  s a i d ,  

"Oh, Jimmie, you were j u s t  b e a u t i f u l .  Cou ldn ' t  you j u s t  

f e e l  t h e  e y e s  t h a t  were on you t h e r e  as you s a t  a t  t h e  

bar  and r i p p l e d  your muscles?" And, a h ,  o l d  J i m  4a s  

g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  squeamish about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and Norm 

had warned u s  t h a t  t h e  r i n g  l e a d e r  of  t h i s  whole gyng 

was a f e l l o w ,  Barn ie  Brich.  H e  went under t h e  namk of 

Lola. And he  s a i d  Lola is an awful wolf and is gobng t o  

be a f t e r  you and a l r e a d y  has  s a i d  "Oh, Oh, Boy, t h e r e  is 

a honey," or something of t h a t  k ind.  So J i m  went t o  t h e  

Double Header Tavern t h e  nex t  n i g h t  and s u r e  enough Lola 

was a f t e r  him and J i m  sat  and drank  with  him and h e  s a i d  

h e  found i t  awful ly  hard to  t ake .  They would go  i a to  

t h e  men's room, some of t h e  guys would be  i n  t h e r e  k i s s -  

ing  and every th ing .  He s a i d  t h e y  p u t  t h e i r  hands Qn him 

and he  was, h e  wanted to  r e a l l y  s l u g  him, b u t  h e  

wouldn' t  and h e  played o u t  t h e  p a r t  r e a l  w e l l  and Ment 

over  and made one buy from t h e  pharmacy wi th  Mise. And 

then  t r i e d  to  g e t  ano the r  buy and t h e  pharmacis t  

wouldn't se l l  wi thout  t h e  approva l  o f  Lola. So J i m  went 

back. I n  t h e  meantime, Lola  was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  nex t  t o  

J i m  and wanted t o  go with  J i m  and J i m  would d r i n k  wtth  

him and g e t  i n d i v i d u a l  t a b l e t s  from Lola  and had Lola 



r e a l l y  worked up and Lola  l i v e d  over  a t  t h e  T r i p o l e  

Hote l  and wanted to  go ove r  t o  t a k e  J i m  ove r  t o  h i s  room 

and J i m  s a i d ,  Not u n t i l  you g i v e  me an  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  

t h e  Pharmacist ."  And so, Lola  took J i m  down and i n t r o -

duced him t o  t h e  pharmacis t  and then  J i m  made a buy 

r i g h t  wh i l e  he  was t h e r e  and he  s a i d  "Good, now I d o n ' t  

have to  r u n  a l l  around town and look f o r  you now," t o  

Lola "when I need some of t h i s  s t u f f . "  So J i m  took i t  

and tu rned  i t  i n  a s  a sample and then  g o t  ...d i d n ' t  go  t o  

t h e  h o t e l  wi th  Lola because w e  j u s t  f i g u r e d  t h a t  h e  

wanted t o  know more about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and he  d i d h ' t  

know what was going to happen t h e r e .  Then w e  had t o  de- 

c i d e  what he  was going t o  do when he  went to  t h e  h @ t e l  

room. W e l l ,  t h e s e  are t h i n g s  you d o n ' t  approve o f ,  bu t  

what a c t u a l l y  happened is,  l a t e r  then ,  and w e  were cov-

e r i n g  him aga in ,  J i m  went down to t h e  Double Header 

Tavern and a g a i n  s a i d  to  Lola ,  "OK, b u t  I want t o  g e t  a 

l a r g e  buy" and Lola wanted to go  to t h e  room and thley 

had q u i t e  a b i t  t o  d r i n k  and J i m  s a i d ,  "That  by Godi, you 

have to  g e t  t h i s  buy for m e  from t h e  pharmacis t " .  60 

they  went down aga in  t o  t h e  pharmacy and t h e  pharmacis t  

s o l d  J i m ,  I d o n ' t  remember what it was, 500 or some+ 

t h i n g ,  a l a r g e r  than normal amount because eve ry th ihg  

had been going over-the-counter b e f o r e  had been i n  $mall 

packe t s  and I d i d n ' t  mention t o  you, Bob, t h a t  t h e s e  



packets were showing up in the Police Department, over 

months, and we were sure they were coming from that 

pharmacy, but we could never get the buy. But anyhow, 

the case was coming up real good except Jim had to go to 

the hotel room then. What does Jim do? He knocks the 

son-of-a-gun out in the hotel room, locks the door, and 

goes down and takes a couple of our other inspectors in 

and introduced them to the pharmacist as friends of his 

and we want some packets and the pharmacist sold a41 of 

them and with that we had the Police Department ready 

and they went in and made the arrest. Then we did our 

routine followup and prosecuted the pharmacist. Afid the  

sad thing was the pharmacist came from a good family. 

He had a son going to the University of Washington. And 

he plead with the Judge, Oh, this is an innocent thing. 

But it wasn't. But he was a guy, a decent guy in h~is 

community and it really ruined his life and just mape 

life miserable for his family. He had to sell out the 

drug store then. But we couldn't, just couldn't crack 

the thing until we had this in from this one homoseXua1 

who was an ex-con who was really sharp and if we hadn't 

had somebody like Jim Ford around who was kind of a wild 

man in his own and could play the game, we might not 

have made it, because it is not everybody that can go 

through that experience. 



So we had good s u c c e s s  i n  making a few cases qround 

S e a t t l e  and then  when I went t o  Chicago,  man t h a t  was 

t h e  b ig  l eagues  a s  f a r  as undercover i n v e s t i g a t i o a s  were 

concerned because t h e r e  i t  was major t r a f f i c ,  t ruclkers  

and o t h e r s  and j u s t  had a lo t  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  expe r~ i -  

ences ,  and j u s t  l e t  m e  t e l l  you q u i c k l y  a coup le  o f  

them. 

One is a guy, and I f o r g e t  h i s  name now, Paul  some-

body t h a t  was peddl ing and we had t a i l s  on him. We 

would watch him. B e  was going from t r u c k  s t o p  t o  t r u c k  

s t o p  and s e l l i n g  t h e  s t u f f  and a s  we  t r a i l e d  him, W e  saw 

him s t e a l i n g  watches; we'd see him p u t  h i s  hands i o  

c o u n t e r s  and g r a b  up a bunch of watches  t o  t a k e  i n  h i s  

t r u c k  with  him. We saw him go  i n t o  t r u c k  s t o p s  and look 

around and come o u t  immediately and saw him go  o v e r  and 

jack up o t h e r  t r u c k s  and t a k e  t h e  whole damn wheels o f f  

them and throw them i n h i s  own t r u c k  and t h e n  t a k e  o f f  

and so w e  would f o l l o w  him to  a n o t h e r  t r u c k  s t o p  arld so 

h e  was r e a l l y  a bad c h a r a c t e r .  But,  w e  f i n a l l y  had en-

ough samples on him t h a t  we were going  t o  c l o s e  i n  and 

make t h e  a r r e s t .  W e  had t h e  U.S. Marsha l l  a long  who was 

t o  s e r v e  t h e  papers .  But w e  had been warned t h a t  i&e 

guy s l e p t  wi th  a gun under h i s  p i l l o w  and h e  o n l y  had 

one arm too ,  which was an  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g .  But when 

i t  came t o  a r r e s t i n g  him, I went i n  w i t h  t h e  MarshaUl 

and I wasn' t  t h a t  exper ienced bu t  I was Younger t hen ,  



and n o t  a s  a f r a i d  a s  I should be. I agreed t o  go  i n  

wi th  him, and we found o u t  from t h e  wi fe ,  we had made 

arrangements t h a t  s h e  was going t o  p l a y  wi th  u s  because 

s h e  had some r e a l  problems with  t h e  guy, and s o  h e  was 

a s l e e p  and a s  w e  went i n ,  and t h e  Marsha l l ,  we had' 

agreed t h a t  I would t a k e  t h e  arm. The Marsha l l  was an 

o l d e r  guy, and t h a t  was one of o u r  problems, d e a l i n g  

with  U.S.  Deputy Marshal ls .  So o f t e n  they  were 010 

codgers  t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  d o  much. So we went i n  and I 

grabbed t h e  guy ' s  arm and t h e  Marsha l l  grabbed under t h e  

p i l l o w  and g o t  h i s  gun and we had him and a r r e s t e d  him. 

B u t  t h a t  was to m e  t h e  one... 

P o r t e r :  Where d i d  t h a t  occur? 

Hansen: I n  Chicago. 

P o r t e r :  It d id?  

Hansen: Yes, That was in.. .  

P o r t e r :  W e l l ,  I was i n  Chicago a l l  t h e  t i m e  you ware 

and I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Hansen: OK. J e r r y  Bressler worked on it. 

P o r t e r :  Y e s .  

Hansen: Le t  me t e l l  you another .  There  was an Indkana 

i n s p e c t o r  who on t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was p l ay ing  pokkr a t  

t h e s e  t r u c k  s t o p s  and l a t e r  on when I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  

Washington I was o n l y  i n  Chicago abou t  two y e a r s ,  BQb, 

so i t  would be i n  t h a t  per iod .  T h i s  guy came t o  



Washington and t r i e d  t o  c o l l e c t  gambling l o s s e s ,  say ing  

a s  Chief I n s p e c t o r  I had author ized. . .  

Po r t e r :  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  I d o n ' t  know who t h a t  was,. 

Hansen: L a t e r  on...yes. Th i s  was an  I n d i a n a  In spkc to r .  

OK, now l e t  me t e l l  you t h e  I n s p e c t o r  was a heavy s e t ,  

Warner somebody was t h e  guy t h a t  was t h e  key 

i n v e s t i g a t o r .  

Po r t e r :  E m i t ?  

Hansen: E m i t  Warner was t h e  key i n v e s t i g a t o r .  

P o r t e r :  Yes, h e  is i n  Tucson now. He is s t i l l  wi th  

Drug Enforcement Adminis t ra t ion .  

Hansen: Oh, is he? 

P o r t e r :  Yes. 

Hansen: W e l l ,  I never  knew what had happened to  ham. 

H e  was the . . . i s  t h e  l e a d  i n s p e c t o r  f o r  u s  on i t .  And 

y e t  J e r r y  B r e s s l e r  was involved somehow or o t h e r  to^. 

P o r t e r :  I was j u s t  involved i n  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  and 

d i d n l t . . . I  knew a l o t  of  o t h e r  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  were 

go ing  on and I was doing some OTC work then  t o o ,  but. . . .  

Hansen: Well, w e  had d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  OTC work. T h i s  

was what I would c a l l  t h e  d i r t y  kind.  W e  had an-

o t h e r  d i r t y  o p e r a t i o n  working o u t  o f  C a i r o ,  I l l i n o i $  and 

I can  remember t h a t  where t h i s  guy was making buys Up i n  

Chicago and we had arrangements i n  working with  t h i s  

...And Bob, I ' v e  t o l d  t h i s  a number o f  t i m e s  and Bob, 



t h i s  is a kind of a Keystone Cop o p e r a t i o n  and you were 

involved i n  t h e  Zuckerman c a s e  where t h e s e  f e l l a s  were 

buying d rugs  i n  Chicago and t a k i n g  them down to  C a ~ i r o  

and peddl ing  them. But ah,  through t h e  S t a t e  P a t r o l  we 

had a S t a t e  Patrolman who was d r i v e r  f o r  t h e  Kingpkn o u t  

a t  Ca i ro ,  the,...And so we had made arrangements  t b a t  we 

were gong t o  p i c k  up t h i s  Kingpin a s  he  was coming i n  t o  

make a buy i n  Chicago and w e  were t o  p i c k  him up. ..6O 

miles sou th  of Chicago on t h e  highway. Well, Food and 

Drug i n  t h o s e  days ,  w e  were p r e t t y  ch incy  wi th  how we 

equipped our  cars and every th ing  and w e  d i d n ' t  have 

r a d i o  equipped cars. The S t a t e  P a t r o l  d i d  bu t  w e  h~ad 

o u r  own l i t t l e  w a l k i e - t a l k i e  t y p e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  wolrking 

wi th  t h e  S t a t e  P a t r o l  w e  were go ing  t o  l e a p  f r o g  anu use  

t h e  t a c t i c s  t o  f o l l o w  t h i s  guy r i g h t  i n t o  Chicago r i g h t  

up to t h e  t i m e  h e  made h i s  pu rchases  from Zuckerman. 

And I j u s t  laughed about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  because w e  have 

t h e  r i g h t  c a r  and w e  are fo l lowing  i t  and I t h i n k  t h e r e  

are two S t a t e  P a t r o l  cars and I t h i n k  two Food and Qrug 

c a r s  and I am d r i v i n g  one of t h e  Food and Drug c a r s  and 

were fo l lowing  t h i s  guy and t h e  d r i v e r  heads  up a b l i n d  

a l l e y .  We d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  it because mind you, h e  was a 

S t a t e  Patrolman r e a l l y  undercover,  though a s  d r i v e r  f o r  

t h i s  Kingpin and h e  d r i v e s  up t h i s  d a r n  b l i n d  a l l e y  end 

a long  come t h e s e  f o u r  c a r s ,  we a r e  t a i l i n g  him a l l  r i g h t  



behind him. W e  a l l  come to  a s c r e e c h i n g  s t o p .  There 

a r e  f i v e  c a r s  l i n e d  up the re .  We each have to  badk up 

and t u r n  around. W e l l ,  what and...and l e t  t h e  guy we 

were fo l lowing  o u t  o f  t h e r e  so t h a t  w e  could g e t  qnd 

cont inue  to  f o l l o w  him. And w e  lost  him l a t e r  and i t  

wasn' t  s u c c e s s f u l .  But i n  t a l k i n g  to  t h e  S t a t e  P a ~ t r o l -  

man and w e  asked him what i n  t h e  heck had happened and 

he  s a i d  h e  apologized.  He s a i d ,  "You know," and I 

f o r g e t  t h e  g u y ' s  name, t h e  K ingp in ' s  name. I d o n ' t  

remember i f  you r e c a l l  i t  o r  n o t  but... 

P o r t e r :  N o ,  b u t  I remember going o u t  and t a l k i n g  t o  one 

o f  t h e  S t a t e  Patrolman on t h a t  t h i n g  l a t e r  t o  g e t  some 

informat ion .  

Hansen: OK. W e l l  anyhow, l a t e r ,  t h e  Kingpin was 

drowsey and he  was t ak ing  a nap a s  they  were d r i v i n g  

i n t o  Chicago, so when a l l  of t h i s  was go ing  on and we 

r a n  up t h e  b l i n d  a l l e y ,  t h e  pa t ro lman t h e n  later  t a l d  

me, t h a t  he  s a i d ,  t h i s  Kingpin. h e  wakes up, shakes  h i s  

head, and s a i d ,  'what 's going o n m ,  and t h e  guy sai f l ,  

"Nothing, go  to s l e e p ,  I jus twent  up a damn a l l e y .  I ' v e  

g o t  to g e t  out,wrong road,  I ' v e  g o t  to  g e t  o u t  o f  here."  

So he  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  n o t i c e  a l l  t h e  rest o f  u s  backimg up 

and where we thought  w e  were exposed f o r  s u r e ,  t h e  Quy 

j u s t  had no susp ic ion .  But Bob, t o  m e  t h o s e  a r e  

Keystone Cop t a c t i c s  and w e  have been g u i l t y  o f  a l o t  of 



s t r a n g e  t h i n g s ,  b u t  o u r  h e a r t s  were always i n  t h e  r i g h t  

p l a c e  and w e  were always t r y i n g  and t h i n g s  j u s t  d o n ' t  

work o u t  i n  t h a t  undercover work. 

Po r t e r :  Nope. I n  t h a t  Zuckerman c a s e ,  a f t e r  we g o t  t h e  

ev idence  of t h e  sales being made then  we had to  g o  i n  

and do  t h e  c l o s e o u t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and I g o t  a s s igned  t o  

d o  t h a t  wi th  R. D. Sherman. And you might r e c a l l  t h a t  

w e  went ove r  t h e r e  and Zuckerman j u s t  d i d n ' t  open up h i s  

p l a c e  of bus iness .  H e  saw us. And we s a t  around a l l  

day wh i l e  you and I t h i n k  Johnny G u i l l  were d i c k e r i n g  

wi th  t h i s  Zuckerman's lawyer,  and f i n a l l y  Zuckermaql l e t  

us i n  about  6:00 i n  t h e  evening and w e  d i d  t h e  insQec- 

t i o n  a f t e r  t h a t .  And, one of t h e  t h i n g s  I remembeq is 

t h a t  it was e s s e n t i a l  t o  g e t  a p i c t u r e  o f  Zuckerman, i n  

o r d e r  to  show some of o u r  i n s p e c t o r s  down i n  t h e  SU. 

Louis t e r r i t o r y  who had made some o f  t h e  c o n t a c t s  hu t  

t hey ,  one  p o s i t i v e  t h i n g ,  they  thought  t h i s  man was 

Zuckerman bu t  t hey  weren ' t  p o s i t i v e ,  so R. D. Sher-

man was supposed to  g e t  a p i c t u r e  of Zuckerman. B u ~ t  

Zuckerman wasn ' t  t o  know h i s  p i c t u r e  was being t aken .  

And, so he  had a  camera and h e  w s  j u s t  t a k i n g  p i c -  

t u r e s  o f  l a b e l s  and a l l  k inds  o f  s t u f f .  And I was Ln 

t h e  meantime d e a l i n g  w i t h  Zuckerman and t a l k  :ing t o  him 

and a sk ing  him q u e s t i o n s  and f i n a l l y ,  R. D., you knQw he  

was smart .  And h e  s t a r t e d  complaining about h i s  camera 



didn't work right, his flash gun wasn't working right 


and he came over and talked to me. He said...the flash 


gun on this goes off when I don't know it. And he said, 


"There is something wrong with this camera," and all of 


a sudden the flash goes off right in my eyes, and you 


see Zuckerman and I were standing there. Well, what 


R.D. was doing was taking a damn good picture of Zucker- 


man, and really he caught me by surprise too. I re-


member saying "God Damn it R. D., if that thing doesn't 


work don't flash it in my eyes." You know I was mad 


because I was just blinded. But you know he got a good 


picture. 


Hansen: Oh, good, Bob. I never did know how that case 


ended. 


Porter: Well, Zuckerman was in jail. 


Hansen Oh, was he? 


Porter: Oh, yes he was found guilty and he actually 


went to jail. 


Ranson: To me that was one of the most embarrassing 


things that happened to me because here I am lead czir 


following this guy right up into a dead end alley. That 


was a dirty business and it started getting dirtier and 


I always worried about some guy loosing his life bekause 


we just didn't have the protection that... 




Porter: I hated it. I just detested it when I had to do 

it. 

Hansen: There was cerain people that really liked it 

but I didn't feel badly when it went over to another 


agency, because it is too hard to keep trained inspec- 


tors. They were good for that type of operation but boy 


it just wasn't fair to them to expose them on other 


types of operations then. 


Porter: What were you going to say about Cyril 


Sullivan? 


Hansen: Oh, Cyril Sullivan was Chief Inspector back 


there. He was a jovial round faced, good looking 


Irishman and he had a large family, about 11 in his 


family. He was a real good family man but it was very 


bothersome to me in my career because things just 


weren't going the way I thought a government agency 


should operate. I can remember Cyril taking me on my 


first trip down through Maine and introducing me to a 


number of owners of the establishments as being on$ of 


his boys and then we'd go out and have big dinners, and 


there was a certain amount of drinking and it was always 


in front of Cyril's boys and you had orders whenever you 


were down there to make contact with these guys. net 


them know you were in the area. Things of that kiqd. 


It didn't. We didn't do anything really illegal, but we 


sure were playing pretty cozy with the guys in the 




i n d u s t r y  and t h i s  was a l i t t l e  hard t o  t ake .  I t  jlust 

d i d n ' t  seem r i g h t  and some of us  a s  i n s p e c t o r s  would 

t a l k  about  it. I know t h a t  I w a s  q u i t e  voca l  a couple  

of times with  C y r i l  on t h e  s u b j e c t  and a c t u a l l y  I t h i n k  

C y r i l  was about ready t o  can me. I probably  was t o o  

loud a t  t h e  t i m e .  There were s e v e r a l  o t h e r  i n s p e c t o r s .  

D e l  Dean, you might recall. I would s a y  Del Dean and I 

were t h e  t w o  t h a t  were t ime and aga in  would said "Geez 

t h a t  is a crummy way to p r o t e c t  t h e  pub l i c " ,  or some-

t h i n g  of t h a t  k ind  and C y r i l  would g e t  q u i t e  annoyed 

wi th  it. I f e l t  I was probably on  t h e  verge  of g e t t i n g  

canned when they  s e n t  Ole Olson o u t  t o  make an inspec-

t i o n  t r i p  w i th  me. And j u s t  t o  show you some of thte 

problems w e  a l l  have i n  l i f e  and y e t  it tu rned  o u t  wel l ,  

l e t  m e  t e l l  you a s t o r y .  Is Ole s t i l l  around,  d o  you 

know? 

P o r t e r :  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so bu t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Hansen: OK, bu t  t h i s  is, as a young i n s p e c t o r ,  and I 

loved t h e  guy, b u t  Bob, l e t  me te l l  you t h a t ,  so he was 

t o  come down to  Glous t e r  and I was t o  p i c k  him up a t  t h e  

t r a i n .  Mind you, I am a young i n s p e c t o r  I know t h a t  

C y r i l  is a l i t t l e  uneasy with  m e ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  

was because of my work, i t  was my p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

with him because some t h i n g s  t h a t  were happening. Wk'd 

g e t  s e n t  ove r ,  oh, t o  g e t  a bunch of l o b s t e r s  and t h i n g s  

and have them shipped someplace and w e l l ,  how do  I 



pay f o r  them? Never mind t h a t ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  t aken  d a r e  

o f .  Things l i k e  t h a t .  I j u s t ,  I r e a l l y ,  i t  j u s t  seemed 

t o  m e ,  I d o n ' t  g i v e  a damn what you or anybody else 

t h i n k s  I have been a p r e t t y  damn hones t  guy a l l  my l i f e -  

t i m e ,  Bob. I might have a l o t  of shor tcomings b u t  I 

have s t i l l  been p r e t t y  damn hones t  i n  and i n  d e a l i n g  

wi th  i ndus t ry .  I j u s t  r ega rd  i t  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  i n t eg -

r i t y  and p r i d e  and I t h i n k  t h a t  is t r u e  o f  99% of our  

people  i n  Food and Drug. B u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I was i n  t h e  

doghouse wi th  C y r i l  a t  t h e  t i m e .  But O l e ,  I p i c k e a  him 

up a t  t h e  t r a i n  and took  him ove r  to  my car,  and I c a n ' t  

open t h e  car. I ' v e  locked t h e  keys  i n .  N o w ,  mind you, 

h e r e  is t h e  Chief I n s p e c t o r  f o r  t h e  E a s t e r n  Region com-

ing  up to check me o u t  as  an i n s p e c t o r ,  so i t  wasn' t  a 

very  good s t a r t .  So I had t o  break a  window i n  t h e  c a r  

t o  g e t  i n  t h e  c a r  and then  O l e  .wanted to  e a t .  W e l l  

t h e r e  was a  d i n e r  nearby. I t o l d  him t h e r e  was s e v e r a l  

fancy p l a c e s ,  t h e n  I t o l d  him t h e r e  was a d i n i n g  c a t ,  i t  

was a  p a r t  of a r a i l r o a d  t r a i n  t h a t  was a d i n e r ;  a l o t  

o f  t h e  f i s h i n g  p e o l e  a te  t h e r e .  And I mentioned t h a t  to  

him and t h a t  it was good food and h e  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  l e t ' s  

go  there . "  And I s a i d ,  . f i new.  So a s  w e  went i n  and 

had lunch and t h e r e  was a guy who w a s  from one o f  t h e  

f i s h  companies, was a foreman, bu t  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  t o p  

boss  was away and had l e f t  him i n  charge.  And t h e  guy 



was sitting there with several of his employees, ank3 Hi 


Hansen, and waved to me and I waved to him. We had our lunch. 


We started to leave to pay for our lunch and the cashier 


said, "That's OK it's all taken care of". Now Bob, this 


hadn't happened to me before. And it really hadn't. And 


Ole said, "What's this"? What's this"?, and he said, "It's 


all taken care of". And I said, "Well who took care of 


it"?, and he said, "I can't tell you", and Olson said, 


"Ah, we are Federal Inspectors and we demand to know," and 


the guys say, "I can't tell you". And then I said, "Was 


it Louis"?, and I think that was the foreman's name, 


somebody with the... And he said, "Yes, it was Louis", and 


I said, "OK, thanks, I'll catch it and how much it was, 


and we got the figure, so he went down and then, I aan 


remember now, while I am young and naive, I pretty much 


know how to deal with people, I think. But Ole probably 


took a half an hour explaining to me that you go intio 


the man and said, "We respect your trying to do a nice 


thing". We don't accuse you of doing anything wrong". 


He was having me put it in such a horrible way that I 


would never do it that way. But Ole told me exactly how 


to do it. That it was a nice gesture to tell the man 


and all this. So I went in and saw Louis and I said, 


"Hey, Louis, thanks a lot. How come the bigshot 




today?", and he said, "Oh, the boss is away and I am 

running the place, and by God he buys lunches." "And I 

said, 'Not for, you don't buy them for Food and Drug 

Inspectors or Federal Inspectors." And he said, "We 

sure as hell buy them for the State Inspectors." Some-

thing like that. But I gave him his money back an0 got 

out of there. Well, then, we went down to...it was Jack 

O'Hara ran Davis Sea Foods. Big outfit in the East 

Coast. They had plants in Portland, Oregon, Chicago, or 

not Chicago, but Boston, Glouster and anyway ...We're in 
Glouster. This is where this all took place. So we'd 

go down and make an inspection of Davis Fish Company. 

And there is Jack O'Hara who is the President of the 

outfit. A very charming glib Irishman. And Luke OmHara 

or OgMalley or something like that, I forget Luke's last 

name but a big, husky, good looking personable Irislhman 

as Superintendant. Just, they were personality kidls all 

over. And so, they meet Ole and liked him and Ole has 

got a nice personality and we make the inspection and 

everything goes fine and we do everything the way it 

should be. And then O'Hara wants to have dinner t h ~ t  

evening with us. And Ole said, "Fine." "So why not up 

to our hotel?" So it was about 7:OO. So before we had 

dinner and Ole trained me as an inspector, he said, 


"Doug, now these fellas will try to buy us drinks and we 




don't do it. I want you to watch me, how I handle this 


whole situation because it is very important. I was 


very shocked at this man trying to buy your lunch." And 


I said, "Mr. Olson," I said, "That's the first time any- 


body has done that. That's all I can tell you about 


it." So anyhow, we sat at the bar, and to me this is a 


kick, because it's life and I don't give a damn what 


anybody says, it happens so often. Here's O'Hara sitting 


at one end of the bar and next to him is Ole Olson. 


They want to have a couple of drinks before we go in and 


have dinner. Then Luke McCarty was the Superintendant 


and then myself on this end. So we order a round Of 


drinks. And the bartender pours them and Olson said 


"I'll take this and get this" and...the bartender said 


"Nope, Mr. O'Hara's got it." *OK. 1-11 get the next 


one." Ole says. So we drink that one, then Ole oaders 


another round. So, they serve it, and Ole said, "Now I 


insist on getting this one," and the bartender said, 


"Not in this town, you don't. Mr. O'Bara runs this 


town." So, about the third or fourth drink and O'Hwa, 


nobody is paying for anything and obviously O'Hara is 


going to be taking care of it. I tell Luke, I said, 


*I'm getting instruction from this guy how we donot 


let industry buy our drinks." I said, "Something's not 


working right," and he laughed like hell and he mi%, 




"How i n  t h e  H e l l  c an  you work f o r  C y r i l  S u l l i v a n  and 

then  s a i d ,  you a r e  n o t  going to  t a k e  d r i n k s  from t h e  

industry? .  And aga in ,  t h i s  was t h e  C y r i l  a s p e c t .  But, 

anyhow, to  make a  long s t o r y  s h o r t ,  we had a b e a u t i f u l  

d inne r ;  a l o t  of  fun;  a l o t  of real f r a n k  t a l k ;  n a t h i n g  

g iven  away by Food and Drug. I mean, O l e  ho ld ing  t h e  

l i n e ,  now you've g o t  s a n i t a t i o n  i n  t h i s  problem of 

l a b e l i n g  and we d o n ' t  g i v e  any th ing ,  bu t  when t h e  n i g h t  

is ove r ,  w e  have s p e n t  a  g r e a t  evening and t a l k e d  a l o t  

o f  bus ines s  and f i r m  bus ines s  wi th  t h e  f i r m ,  bu t  we had 

q u i t e  a b i t  to  d r i n k  and we pa id  f o r  nothing.  So, i n  

t h e  h o t e l ,  a f t e r  t h e s e  guys l eave ,  w e  s t a r t  up t o  o u r  

room, and i n s t e a d  of t ak ing  t h e  e l e v a t o r  we walk up some 

winding s t a i r s  and I can remember Ole s i t t i n g  m e  down 

and say ing ,  "Hansen, I want to t a l k  to  you." And h e  

s a i d ,  he  p u t s  h i s  arm around m e  and he  s a i d ,  "I want you 

to  know t h a t  eve ry th ing  w e  d i d  t o n i g h t  was wrong. I t  

was a l l  wrong. H e  s a i d  I t r i e d  to  do  it r i g h t ,  bu t  we 

d i d n ' t  make i t  and it was a l l  wrong. But wasn ' t  i t  a 

h e l l  of a l o t  of fun?" And, s o  I had a r e a l  laugh from 

then  on t h a t  and a real l a s t i n g  f r i e n d s h i p  wi th  O l e  and 

d i d n ' t  have any s e r i o u s  problems wi th  C y r i l ,  b u t ,  als I 

s a i d ,  I came back and s h o r t l y  dec ided  to  j o i n  t h e  

s e r v i c e  and g o t  away from t h e r e .  And I g o t  a commi~tment 

wi th  O l e ,  I d e a l t  w i th  Ole  t hen  t o  come t o  S e a t t l e  t hen  



a f t e r  I g o t  o u t  of t h e  war. B u t  Bob, so anyhow, so 

a f t e r  I ' m  a t  S e a t t l e  I do  r e c a l l  a c a l l  from Winton 

Rankin wanting m e  t o  come back to  Boston and t h e r e  i s  an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  go ing  on o f  C y r i l  S u l l i v a n .  N o w  I gues s  

t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  b o t h e r s  m e ,  and, Bob, i t  had t o  be 

a  p a r t  o f  my j o i n i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e .  I d o n ' t  s a y  i t  was a  

b i g  p a r t ,  bu t  i t  was ah, going i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  bu t  

t h e r e  was enough squawking from u s  about  C y r i l  do ing  

t h e s e  t h i n g s  and somebody got wind of it because B i l l  

Wharton, who was Chief of  t h e  E a s t e r n  Distr ict ,  came 

down then  and was go ing  t o  t a l k  t o  u s  i n d i v i d u a l l y .  And 

s o ,  I went i n  and t a l k e d  to  him and I s p i l l e d  my g u t s  

about t h i n g s  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  were r i g h t .  And, h e  

t o l d  me, I must be  mistaken. These t h i n g s  d o n ' t  hqppen 

and a l o t  of s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  Talked t o  D e l  Dean and 

o t h e r s  and Dick W i l l i a m s  too.  Dick was ve ry  outspoken 

wi th  C y r i l .  And you might,  Dick is now wi th  Richardson 

Merrill, a h e l l  of  a f i n e  person.  So t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  of 

us. We compared n o t e s  and found o u t  t h a t  we'd a l l  

s p i l l e d  o u r  g u t s  about  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  C y r i l  was 

doing and Wharton k ind  of poo-pooed them. And we 

thought ,  w e l l ,  boy, something w i l l  come o f  them though. 

Well i t  d i d ,  because t h e  nex t  t h i n g  we knew, t hey  made 

him Chief of  t h e  Distr ict .  They made C y r i l  Chief of  t h e  

Dis t r ic t ]  B u t  i n  t h e  meantime I was i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  

and had gone and g o t  back t o  S e a t t l e  and a t  t h a t  



time when I was in Seattle, Winton asked me if I could 


come back and investigate Cyril. It was very confident- 


ial at that time. But I couldn't. My wife was expect- 


ing another youngster momentarily and I couldn't glet 


away, and I think Stu Scoonover went down then and 


participated in the investigation and they found out 


just a lot of serious illegal things apparently, and 


so, they got rid of Cyril. Be was booted out. I don't 


know quite how they handled it. But, again as a young 


person coming in and working for the government an$, you 


know your law enforcement and then you see these things 


going on, and it was kind of a traumatic thing. And 


there were a lot of people in our organization; went up 


in our organization, and lived under that kind of 


regime. And they weren't part of it. On the other 


hand some of them were a lot cozier with Cyril than Dick 


Williams, Del Dean and myself were. 


Porter: Del Dean, became so unhappy there in the 


Eastern District, you know that he came out and worked 


with me when I was a resident in Salt Lake, and we Bad 


an opening out there. And I never knew the whole story, 


but he was so, and I think it was Wharton or else, who 


was the Station Chief at that time, Del reached a point 


where he was either going to quit or get transferred 


to an entirely different district. But he somehow 




wangled a transfer out to the Western District. I don't 


know the details. 


Aansen: Bob, Del Dean, I honestly believe was probably 


the most competent technical all-around inspector that I 


ever met. He was so beautiful with new guys. He taught 

me, and I've had good luck with photography. I'm not a 

photographer, my interests have never been in that area. 

But he was such a good trainer and was so practical and 

so reasonable with industry and everybody else. Such a 

good inspector. Hardnosed, so honest and yet, could do 

the very things that I've talked about doing. Have a 

drink with somebody in the industry and not let it influ- 

ence him one way. Still be a regular ...He is probably 
one of the finest men I have known in my whole lifetime 

as being a hardworking, dedicated, career guy but he was 

too blunt and candid to survive under the Cyril 

Sullivan, Bill Wharton regime. 

Porter: Even later, he was always ... 
Hansen: He was very candid with anybody. 

Porter: Yes, he was just too blunt. He never got along 

too well with the people he worked for. But he was a 


great guy if you were his peer. I enjoyed him. 
 I 


still, although we lost track of each other now, but for 


years we exchanged Christmas cards and I used to see him 


in San Francisco when I was there. 




Hansen: W e l l ,  h e  w a s  a g r e a t  guy i f  h e  was your super-

v i s o r  t o o ,  Bob. A s  my s u p e r v i s o r  t h e  guy, I owe s o  much 

t o  him. I used to  t a l k  t o  him about  my problems wi th  

C y r i l  and he  was a good, he sympathized wi th  me. Oh, 

t h e r e  were a l l  k i n d s  of c r azy  t h i n g s .  C y r i l  S u l l i v a n  

one t ime went down, was i n  Maine someplace and t h e  s t o r y  

we g o t  was t h a t  he  was drunk a s  a d e v i l  and r a n  t h e  

government c a r  o f f  t h e  highway. I know t h e  c a r  was o u t  

a t  h i s  garage ,  a t  h i s  house, because Cyr i l . . . I  used t o  

go to  C y r i l ' s  house now t h a t  I t h i n k  about  i t .  I ' d  come 

i n  and I ' d  r e p o r t  f o r  d u t y  a s  an i n s p e c t o r  and h e ' d  s a y ,  

"Get your c o v e r a l l s  on,  we a r e  going o u t  on a job." what 

was t h e  job? We'd go o u t  t o  some yach t  c l u b  and p a i n t  

somebody's boa t .  I d o n ' t  even know whose b o a t  it was, 

and spend a l l  day p a i n t i n g  somebody's b o a t ,  t h e n  h e a d  

t a k e  m e  by h i s  house f o r  a d r i n k  or something and I saw 

t h e  government car a l l  smashed up i n  h i s  ga rage  one 

time. And t h e n  1 asked him what had happened on t h a t .  

Then l a t e r  on t h e r e  was some k ind  of an i n v e s t i -

g a t i o n  and i t ' s  t r u e  t h a t  he  had c rashed  h i s  c a r .  I ' m  

no t  s u r e  i f  it was t h a t  t i m e  or a d i f f e r e n t  time, b u t  he  

came o u t  l i k e  a hero.  There w a s  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  alrd 

C y r i l  s a i d  "No, I g o t  word of some bad incuba to r  re j iect  

eggs being t r a n s p o r t e d  and he  was going down t h e  highway 

a t  h igh speed fo l lowing  t h i s  guy and, r a n  o f f  t h e  



road; los t  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  c a r  and s u r e  t h e  S t a t e  P a t r o l  

charged him wi th  d r i n k i n g  bu t  r e a l l y  he  knocked h i s  head 

and was a l i t t l e  incoheren t  or something and j u s t  a l l  

k inds  o f  garbage ,  and h e  came o u t  a h e r o  and g o t  a l e t -

ter  of commendation f o r  r i s k i n g  h i s  l i f e  t r y i n g  t o  ap-

prehend some incuba to r  reject o p e r a t o r s .  So, t h e  guy, 

he  was an  I r ishman,  h e  was a c h a r a c t e r  and you could 

w r i t e  a book on him. And he  was a l o v e a b l e  guy,  BQb. 

Oh sure, h e  would p a t  you on t h e  back and go o u t  and en-

joy it. B u t  a s  a young i n s p e c t o r ,  my t r a i n i n g ,  I g o t  a s  

much t r a i n i n g  p a i n t i n g  b o a t s  f o r  f r i e n d s  of h i s  a s  I d i d  

working for Food and Drug, I guess .  And t h e n  when you 

t e l l  Wharton t h i s ,  t h i n g s  c a n ' t  r e a l l y ... 
Por t e r :  H e  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. 

Bansen: Oh, no, I ' m  s u r e ,  I d o n ' t  know whether he  

...h e l l ,  he  had t o  b e l i e v e  i t ,  Bob. H e  heard  i t  from 

enough people .  But t h a t ' s  n e i t h e r  h e r e  nor  t h e r e ,  b u t  

t h e s e  are f a c t s  and we had a r i c h  l i f e .  W e  a r e  r e a l l y  

lucky people  I t h i n k  because I have no th ing  b u t  r e s p e c t  

f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  even today.  I am j u s t  a l i t t l e  

sad  wi th  a l l  of  t h e  government because I t h i n k  t h e r e  is 

too much p o l i t i c s  g e t t i n g  i n t o  eve ry th ing  now and i t  

makes it awfu l ly  hard for a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  The p o l i -  

t ics,  were g e t t i n g  too much away from t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

f a c t s  and g e t t i n g  more i n t o  p o l i t i c a l ,  whether it 



is i n  Food and Drug o r  whether i t 's Environmental  Pro- 

t e c t i o n  Agency. .. 
P o r t e r :  I t ' s  a g e n e r a l  t r end .  

Aansen: I t 's  a g e n e r a l  t r e n d  and I ,  maybe t h a t ' s  a s i g n  

of g e t t i n g  o l d ,  bu t  I t h i n k  t h e  count ry  is headed f o r  

r u i n  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  government because o f  what ' s  

happened, we're g e t t t i n g  too many new f a c e s  who come i n  

and t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  i n v e n t i n g  t h e  wheel and w i l l  make t h e  

same mis t ake  over  again.  And about  t h e  t i m e  they  

r e a l i z e  t h a t  t hey  were a mis take  and who f i n d s  t h i n g s  

t h a t  should be done; a n o t h e r  e l e c t i o n  comes up and t h e r e  

a r e  a whole bunch of new f a c e s .  I ' v e  s een  t h a t  i n  t h i s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  It is j u s t  sad.  And y e t ,  t h e y  a r e  

advocat ing more of it. 

Por t e r :  T h i s  is one of t h e  r ea sons  I am working on t h i s  

h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t .  Fred and I are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e t t i n g  

some of t h e  younger people  know some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

have happened so t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  go  and make some of t h e  

same m i s t a k e s  aga in  because t h e  younger peop le  i n  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  know noth ing  about t h e  p a s t .  They d o n ' t  

even have enough of t h e  o l d  timers to, you know, wh~en 

you and I came i n  it was a small enough group  and t h e  

o l d  timers t a l k e d  to  us. W e  sort o f  g o t  o u r  r o o t s  sor t  

o f  developed i n t o  t h e  p a s t  because o f  people  working 

with u s .  

Hansen: R igh t .  P e r r y  C la rk  and t h e  o l d  F i s h i n g  I n d u s t r y  



I can t h i n k  o f  spending hours  w i th  him j u s t  t a l k i n g .  

And we loved it. It was a f a m i l y  l i f e .  I ,  a n o t h e r  

t h i n g ,  t h e  wives,  I ' v e  heard them s a y  t h i s  and i t  is s o  

t r u e ,  a Food and Drug wi fe ,  and I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  is 

still  t r u e  today,  b u t  i n  our  day,  boy s h e  deserved  t h a t  

pens ion  and eve ry th ing  e l s e  because w e  were spending 

long hours ,  w e  were having guys, I can t h i n k  on OqC 

cases my wi fe  g e t t i n g  up a t  3:00 i n  t h e  morning and 

making b r e a k f a s t  for a bunch of them. W e  d i d  a l l  t h e s e  

t h i n g s .  There is a camarader ie  t h a t  we were a l l  working. 

We f e l t  t h a t  we were p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  and t h e r e  was 

j u s t  ...H e l l ,  I wanted t o  be a miss ionary  e a r l y  i n  l i f e ,  

b u t  I d i d n ' t  have enough f a i t h .  But boy, Food and Drug 

work was sure a s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t r y i n g  to  h e l p  your 

f e l l o w  man. 

P o r t e r :  I t h i n k  i t  is f o r t u n a t e .  W e  s t i l l  have some 

young people  t h a t  have t h e  same a t t i t u d e ,  we have some 

t h a t  d o n ' t  have,  b u t ,  you f i n d  t h e r e ' s  a good k ind  !of 

s o l i d  core of t h a t  k ind o f  t h i n g ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  s t i l l  

e x i s t s .  

Hansen: But, Bob, something t h a t  I t h i n k  a l l  organbza- 

t i o n s  l o s e  and i t ' s  j u s t  wi th  t h e  growing n a t i o n ,  is i n  

o u r  day w e  were so f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  w e  could go  o u t ;  S t a r t  

an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ;  write i t  up and even p r e p a r e  t h e  in -  

fo rmat ion  and work wi th  t h e  U.S. At to rney  and t e s t i f y  



a g a i n s t  t h e  guy and see him locked up. 

P o r t e r :  Right.  W e  d i d  t h e  whole t h i n g .  

Hansen: You d i d  t h e  whole t h i n g  and t h e r e  was so much 

s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h a t ,  bu t  when you g e t  to  t h e  p o i n t  

where you a r e  j u s t  p u t t i n g  a l i t l e  p a r t  of  t h e  p i e c e ,  

you d o n ' t  see t h e  whole p i c t u r e ,  you d o n ' t  q u i t e  h8ave 

t h e  enthusiasm. 

P o r t e r :  T h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  r i g h t .  N o w  w e  have more o f  t h e  

s p e c i a l i s t s  t h a t  t a k e  over  t h e  compliance o f f i c e r ,  t h o s e  

t h i n g s  t h a t  we used to  do  a s  i n s p e c t o r s  and a super -

v i s o r y  i n s p e c t o r  does  t h i n g s  w e  used to  do a s  inspec-

tors. A s  you s a i d ,  n o t  on ly  d i d  w e  d o  t h e  whole t h i n g ,  

bu t  w e, we had a...we were g iven  enough rope  t h a t  i f  we 

saw something, w e  could do  something about  i t  wi thout  

having t o  g e t  it a l l  preapproved and a l l .  

Hansen: Right  . You made your own d e c i s i o n ,  and you 

know, Bob, t h i s  is something to  t h i n k  about.  Those de- 

c i s i o n s  t h a t  were made, somebody ana lyzed  them. Those 

weren ' t  bad d e c i s i o n s .  You t a k e  t i m e  and aga in ,  and 

y e t ,  a s  I s a y  t h e  t h i n g  is g e t t i n g  to  p o l i t i c a l  now. I t  

is kind of sad.  

Po r t e r :  W e l l ,  Doug, I s u s p e c t  w e  are n e a r  t h e  end of 

t h i s ,  we l l ,  w e  have a few more minutes. . .  

Hansen: Bob, I,... 

Po r t e r :  Do you have more to say?  I t e l l  you.. . 



Hansen: I d i d n ' t  p r epa re  f o r  your  coming, and I ' m  

s o r r y ,  I ' v e  got... 

Porter: Oh, you've done very w e l l .  

Hansen: I'm t h ink ing  t h e  EPA, Environmental  P r o t e c t i o n  

Agency and y e t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  Food and Drug and y e t  I 

l o v e  i t ,  bu t  j u s t  to spend any t i m e  wi th  anybody from 

Food and Drug and t a l k  about o u r  days ,  because t h e r e  was 

good days  and t h e r e  were good people .  They were j u s t  

ded ica t ed  people ,  and... 

P o r t e r :  W e l l ,  I ' v e  seen  some, I ' v e  had some very  i n t e r -  

e s t i n g  i n t e r v i e w s  i n  connect ion w i t h  t h i s  and it is 

i n t e r e s t i n g  to see t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  people .  Now Gordon 

Wood, you know Gordon, of  course.. .  

Hansen: I ' d  l i k e  t o  t e l l  you a s t o r y  about  Gordon t o o  

h e r e  i n  a minute.  

P o r t e r :  When I saw Gordon h e r e ,  l a s t  yea r  and I t a l k e d  

to him on t h e  phone about coming t o  see him t o  do  

t h i s ;  Gordon was very,  h e  was s o  consc ious  about t h i s  

t h a t  he  had a pad, a b ig  ye l low pad almost f u l l  o f  n o t e s  

and he  p r a c t i c a l l y  read  a two hour i n t e r v i e w  with  me 

from t h o s e  no tes .  

Hansen: Oh Gordon is met iculous .  H e  is a f i n e ,  ded i -

c a t e d ,  hardworking person bu t  h e  is d i f f e r e n t  from $ome 

of us. And you know he  was Chief  I n s p e c t o r  f o r  t h e  

count ry  and w e  had a guy from S e a t t l e ,  L e s  Baukin. 



Outs tanding ,  and I was grooming him, and I t h i n k  you 

need some p u l l  from your s u p e r v i s o r  to  h e l p  you. So 

Gordon was coming o u t  and he  was going to  t a k e  a road 

t r i p  wi th  Les and I had t a l k e d  to  Les about.. .on t h e  

road,  g e t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f f  Food and Drug i f  you can. 

Turn t h e  conve r sa t ion  towards b a s e b a l l  o r  s q u a r e  danc- 

ing ,  i f  you can. And Gordon l o v e s  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  Now 

Bob, t h i s  i s  d i r t y  pool, bu t  t h i s  is g e t t i n g  a long  with 

people ,  and he lp ing  a young i n s p e c t o r  and Les  went on 

t h a t  t r i p  and h e  d i d  steer a l o t  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  

towards b a s e b a l l  and square-dancing and t h i n g s  and 

Gordon is a g r e a t  guy and l o v e s  Food and Drug bu t ,  he  

came back j u s t  r av ing  about Les, what a t e r r i f i c  guy he 

was, b u t  Les had boned up on h i s  b a s e b a l l  and eve ry th ing  

else t o o  and I c a n ' t  h e l p  f e e l i n g  t h a t ' s  p a r t  of  t h e  

p i c t u r e .  Les h a s  gone on to  prove himself  t i m e  and 

aga in ,  b u t  l i t t l e  t i p s  l i k e  t h a t  f o r  a new i n s p e c t o r  is, 

when you m e t  some o f  t h e s e  people  t h a t  come o u t  ofl 

headqua r t e r s ,  i t  is good t o  know, because t h e r e  was some 

awful mi s t akes  made. I can t h i n k  o f  Pau l  Dunbar. A 

r e a l  f i n e  man as a commissioner. W e  had an inspectlor  i n  

S e a t t l e ,  j u s t  wasn ' t  worth h i s  s a l t ,  or,...was l a z y  and 

eve ry th ing  else, b u t  h e  was a good photographer  and s o  

Paul  Dunbar came and s p e n t  a coup le  days  i n  t h e  re-

g i o n  and v i s i t e d  around and t a l k e d  about  a l l  of  o u r  



o p e r a t i o n s ,  and b e f o r e  he  l e f t ,  he  was t a l k i n g  about 

what an ou t s t and ing  man t h a t  w e  had i n  t h i s  one 

i n d i v i d u a l  and he 'd l i k e  to  see him go  p l a c e s .  Well, 

what was t h a t  a l l  about? They had s p e n t  a couple  of 

hours  t a l k i n g  photography. The guy wasn' t  worth a damn 

and h i s t o r y  proved t h a t  because he  l a t e r  j u s t  d i d n ' t  

make it. But aga in ,  t h e  t o p  boss ,  we're a l l  i n f luenced  

by o u r  f i r s t  impress ions  and i t  can be tha t . . .  

Po r t e r :  Rea l ly ,  my problems when I was i n  Chicago with  

Rayf ie ld ,  Rayf i e ld  wouldn' t  approve a promotion f o r  m e  

f o r  l o v e  nor  money, o v e r  a s i l l y  l i t t l e ,  r e a l l y  j u s t  a 

s i l l y  l i t t l e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  even know, d i @ n 8 t  

even unders tand.  

Hansen: Didn ' t  r e a l l y  unders tand.  No, and I r e c a l l  

what you a r e  t a l k i n g  about  and I d o  know t h a t  when you 

came to  Washington and h e  might have looked on it as  

punishment, bringing you i n t o  Washington, b u t  a f t e r  you 

worked under him and he  g o t  to  know you t h e n  he  was 

bragging about  you and raving.  But you are r i g h t .  Th i s  

is a s ad  t h i n g .  Ah, t h a t ' s  why I am a g r e a t  believier  i n  

d e l e g a t i n g ,  and you d o n ' t  h i r e  people  f o r  a supe rv i so r .  

You l e t  him h i r e  h i s  own people  because when somebotly 

s e v e r a l  l a y e r s  up starts making s n a p  judgments, they  can 

do a l o t  of  harm and a l o t  o f  damage. So, you know, you 

a r e  r i g h t ,  Bob. T h i s  happens t o  a l l  of  us. It's... 



P o r t e r :  I t  happens bo th  ways, l i k e  you s a i d .  

Hansen: Good o r  bad. And y e t ,  even today,  t h e y  a r e  

knocking government. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  Car- 

ter is he lp ing  o u r  image a h e l l  of  a lo t .  I t h i n k  he is 

a f i n e  man and every th ing ,  b u t  my God, t h e  way he  is 

t a l k i n g  about  government people  you'd t h i n k  w e  a r e  bad. 

H e  ha s  c r e a t e d  t h e  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  w e  a r e  bad and they 

a r e n ' t .  There are some bad a p p l e s  i n  any o rgan izak ion  

bu t  he i s  feed ing  t h e  p u b l i c ,  and i t  i s  showing up i n  

your c o n t a c t s  through b u s i n e s s  and everybody e l s e .  They 

a r e  t a l k i n g  down government, and t h e n  Carter s a i d  t h i s  

o r  t h a t  and t h i s  type  o f  t h i n g .  .. 
P o r t e r :  The GSA t h i n g  h a s  h u r t  a l l  of  u s  too . . .  

Hansen: Sure ,  and h e l l  I was looking  forward t o  GSA 

from t h e  s t a r t  being problems f o r  us .  B u t  ah... 

Po r t e r :  We a l l  used to  t h i n k  something l i k e  t h a t  would 

have happened, but... 

Hansen: It is inexcusab le  t h e y  could go  a s  f a r  as they 

d id .  

P o r t e r :  They are n o t  t h e  p u b l i c .  They a r e  j u s t  ano the r  

government employee, and now we a l l  s u f f f e r .  

Hansen: And w e ' r e  a l l  p a r t  o f  i t ,  r i g h t .  And y e t  i t  

h a s  been a good l i f e .  I have no compla in t s  and I am 

going t o  retire a t  t h e  end o f  nex t  yea r  and j u s t  thdnk 

God I e v e r  landed i n  Food and Drug. Because I d o n ' t  



know how it happened, I hadn ' t  t r a i n e d  f o r  it. Bob, a t  

t h e  time I went i n t o  Food and Drug I was t h e  o n l y  f i e l d  

man wi thout  a s c i e n t i f i c  background. I majored i n  

investment  banking and had no s c i e n t i f i c  background, and 

aga in  it g i v e s  you food f o r  thought  because I went up i n  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f a s t e r  t h a n  most of t h e  people  around 

m e  and had a p r e t t y  good r eco rd  w i t h  Food and Drug and, 

y e t ,  I d i d n ' t  have a s c i e n t i f i c  background and I ' m  n o t  

t h a t  s h a r p  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  f i e l d .  But a lo t  of it is 

d e a l i n g  wi th  people  and having some common s e n s e ,  I 

t h i n k  t h a t  h e l p s  a lot .  But I ' v e  always thought  of  t h a t  

because o f  c e r t a i n l y ,  from S e a t t l e  I went up f a s t e r  t han  

anybody else a s  Chief In spec to r .  I f o r g e t  how many 

y e a r s  it was bu t  it wasn' t  ve ry  many. I remember I g o t  

two promotions to be made Chief I n s p e c t o r .  

Po r t e r :  Rea l ly ,  what you a r e  l e a r n e d  i n  c o l l e g e  i s n ' t  

what t e a c h e s  you t o  do  a  job. I t 's  your  p e r s o n a l i t y .  

(Th i s  was t h e  end of t h e  t a p e  and concluded t h e  i n t e r -  

view.) 




