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“America’s Got Regulatory Science 

Talent” Student Competition





Initiative 
Public Health Preparedness 

and Response
Increasing Choice and 

Competition through Innovation
Unleashing the Power 

of Data
Empowering Patients 

and Consumers 

Focus Area 
of 
Regulatory 
Science

• Medical Countermeasures 
and Preparedness for 
Emerging Infectious Diseases

• Technologies to Reduce 
Pathogen Contamination

• Substance Use Disorders
• Antimicrobial Resistance
• Food Safety
• Quality of Compounded 

Drugs

• Individualized Therapies and 
Precision Medicine

• Complex Innovative Trial Design
• Microbiome Research
• Novel Foods and Food Ingredients
• Regenerative Medicine
• Advanced Manufacturing
• Increasing Access to Generic 

Alternatives for Complex Drugs
• Product Development Tools

• Biomarkers
• Novel Technologies to 

Improve Predictivity of Non-
Clinical Studies and Replace, 
Reduce, and Refine Reliance 
on Animal Testing

• Model-Informed Product 
Development

• Product Safety 
Surveillance

• Diverse Data and 
Technologies
• Artificial 

Intelligence
• Digital Health
• Use of Real-World 

Evidence to 
Support Medical 
Product 
Development and 
Regulatory 
Decision-Making

• Patient and 
Consumer 
Preferences and 
Perspectives

• Patient-Reported 
Outcomes and other 
Clinical Outcome 
Assessments 

• Empowering 
Patients and 
Consumers to Make 
Better-Informed 
Decisions

2021 Focus Areas of Regulatory Science



Team Name Members FDA Focus Areas of Regulatory Science FDA Advisors

Yellow Jackets Jiatong Liu, Peng Shao, 

Qiuyuan Qin 

3-Use of Real-world Evidence to Support Medical Product Development and 

Regulatory Decision-Making

Team WetWare Bradley Smith 2-Model-Informed Product Development

Not Your Average 

White Man

Sylvia Zhong, Allison Coon, 

Abbi Miller

4-Empowering Patients and Consumers to Make Better-Informed Decisions

Lab to Leg Stephen Wells, Hadi Wehbe, 

Lucas Lassinger

2-Individualized Therapies and Precision Medicine

2-Regenerative Medicine; 2-Advanced Manufacturing

Allergen Hunters Yuthika Shekhar, Abhijeet

Talaulikar

3-Product Safety Surveillance; 3-Artificial Intelligence

4-Patient and Consumer Preferences and Perspectives

4-Empowering Patients and Consumers to Make Better-Informed Decisions

Tyler Peryea, ODT

COVIDeo App 

Uniters

Nandita Bhowmik, Katarina 

Lichak, Bahie Ezzat, 

Ejiroghene Davies-Okarevu

1-Medical Countermeasures and Preparedness for Emerging Infectious Disease

4-Empowering Patients and Consumers to Make Better-Informed Decisions

SafeCyberTech Sophie Mackenzie, Theo 

Couderc, Rebecca Mathurin

3-Digital Health

4-Empowering Patients and Consumers to Make Better-Informed Decisions

Team AiCE Shafaqat Rahman, Blaze 

Strangio, Vedat Duzgezen

2-Individualized Therapies and Precision Medicine

3-Artificial Intelligence

Kevin Snyder, CDER

Team Validity Velia Sofia Vizcarra 2-Novel Technologies to Improve Predictivity of Non-Clinical Studies and 

Replace, Reduce, and Refine Reliance on Animal Testing

Mask Trouble Michael Lee, Sam Maquet 1-Medical Countermeasures and Preparedness for Emerging Infectious Disease

4-Empowering Patients and Consumers to Make Better-Informed Decisions

Smart Health Event 

Evaluation and 

Reporting (SHEER)

Mark Truskinovsky, 

Warish Orko

2-Model-Informed Product Development; 3-Product Safety Surveillance; 

3-Artificial Intelligence

Vinay Pai, CDRH

FDA Databases 

Reimagined

Abdullah Abuomar, Helen 

Shammas, Terra Spurgeon

4-Empowering Patients and Consumers to Make Better-Informed Decisions

Using AI to Detect 

Food Contamination

Catherine Xie 1-Medical Countermeasures and Preparedness for Emerging Infectious Disease

2-Food Safety; 3-Artificial Intelligence

Betsy Yakes, Stephen 

Walker, Dumitru 

Macarisin, CFSAN

MPS Connection Raquel Ajalik, Rahul 

Alenchery, Danial Ahmad, 

Victor Zhang

2-Individualized Therapies and Precision Medicine; 

2-Model-Informed Product Development

1st

2nd

3rd



https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/clinical-translational-science-
institute/education/regulatory-science-training-programs.aspx

Thanks to our 2022 judges:

Ajay Anand, PhD

Associate Professor and Deputy Director

Goergen Institute for Data Science

University of Rochester

Peggy Auinger, MS

Senior Associate Biostatistician

Department of Neurology

Center for Health + Technology

University of Rochester Medical Center

Carlos Peña, MS, PhD

Chief Regulatory Officer/Chief Quality Officer

Office of Regulatory Services

The Jacobs Institute

https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/clinical-translational-science-institute/education/regulatory-science-training-programs.aspx




2022 Winning Teams
First place:

Smart Health Event Evaluation and Reporting (SHEER) 

Mark Truskinovsky and Warish Orko

Second place:

COVIDeo App Uniters

Nandita Bhowmik, Katarina Lichak, Bahie Ezzat and Ejiroghene 

Davies-Okarevu

Third place:

Allergen Hunters

Yuthika Shekhar and Abhijeet Talaulikar

https://rochester.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=60aae86a-44d9-41af-acb1-ab6f0100f09a
https://rochester.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=60aae86a-44d9-41af-acb1-ab6f0100f09a
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/clinical-translational-science-institute/education/regulatory-science-training-programs/americas-got-regulatory-science-talent.aspx



