
Why do Farmers
in the U.S. Grow 
GMO Crops? 

 

Most of the GMO crops grown today were 
developed to help farmers prevent crop and 
food loss and control weeds.

The three most common traits found in GMO 
crops are:

• Resistance to certain damaging insects
• Tolerance of certain herbicides used to
control weeds

• Resistance to certain plant viruses

Farmers can use less spray pesticides when 
they plant GMO crops. This saves farmers 
money and reduces the amount of pesticides 
that end up on crops. 

f e e d  y o u r  m i n d

When farmers use herbicide-tolerant crops, they 
reduce the need to till the soil to control weeds. 
No-till planting helps to improve soil health, 
reduce soil erosion, lower fuel and labor use, and 
reduce the amount of carbon dioxide released 
into the atmosphere. 

Growing virus-resistant crops can also help 
farmers produce a sustainable, safe food supply 
while increasing the stability of their livelihoods.

Studies1 have shown positive economic and 
environmental impacts of growing GMO crops.

Get more information about GMOs at 
www.fda.gov/feedyourmind.  
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https://pgeconomics.co.uk/press+releases/21/New+published+research+paper+-+Environmental+impacts+of+genetically+modified+%28GM%29+Crop+use+1996%E2%80%932016%3A+Impacts+on+pesticide+use+and+carbon+emissions
http://www.fda.gov/feedyourmind


Sources:
1https://pgeconomics.co.uk/press+releases/21/New+published+research+paper+-+Environmental+impacts+of+genetic
ally+modified+%28GM%29+Crop+use+1996–2016%3A+Impacts+on+pesticide+use+and+carbon+emissions
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https://pgeconomics.co.uk/press+releases/21/New+published+research+paper+-+Environmental+impacts+of+genetically+modified+%28GM%29+Crop+use+1996%E2%80%932016%3A+Impacts+on+pesticide+use+and+carbon+emissions
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