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HISTORY OF THE SAN J U A N  STATION 

U.S. FOOD & D R U G  ADMINISTRATION 

The S t a t i o n  was o p e n e d  i n  1 9 1 1 ,  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  t h i r d  

f l o o r  of  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g .  The Custom H o u s e  was 

u s i n g  t h e  same b u i l d i n g  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

T h e  S t a t i o n  o c c u p i e d  f o u r  r o o m s ,  two f o r  t h e  

l a b o r a t o r y ,  o n e  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  of  t h e  C h i e f  C h e m i s t  and  

C h i e f  of  S t a t i o n  and  l i b r a r y ,  and  t h e  o t h e r  f o r  t h e  

s e c r e t a r y  o r  c h i e f  c l e r k .  

M r .  W i l l f o r d  J .  McGee was t h e  c h e m i s t  i n  c h a r g e  and  Mr. 

A n g e l  P e s q u e r a ,  s e c o n d  c h e m i s t .  Mr. L u i s  T r i g o ,  who worked  

a s  c l e r k  f o r  o n l y  a few m o n t h s ,  r e s i g n e d  i n  J u l y ,  1 9 2 1 .  I 

t o o k  h i s  p l a c e  a f t e r  my g r a d u a t i o n .  A l s o ,  M r .  D a n i e l  

R o d r i g u e z  worked a s  l a b o r a t o r y  h e l p e r  and  i n s p e c t o r .  

T h i s  was t h e  o n l y  F e d e r a l  L a b o r a t o r y  on t h e  I s l a n d  o f  

P u e r t o  R i c o .  I t  was u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of  t h e  E a s t e r n  

D i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  Food a n d  Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a t  New Y o r k ,  

2 0 1  V a r i c k  S t r e e t ,  1 0 t h  F l o o r .  

Due t o  t h e  s m a l l  s t a f f ,  we had  t o  work w i t h  t h e  

c o o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  I n s u l a r  I n s p e c t o r s  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  

o f  D r .  D e l  V a l l e  S a r r o g a ,  C h i e f  o f  t h e  o n l y  I n s u l a r  

P a p e r  w r i t t e n  i n  1 9 8 4  by M r .  M a r i o  B r a u ,  J r . ,  r e t i r e d  

A s s i s t a n t  C o l l e c t o r  of  C u s t o m s ,  San J u a n ,  P.R. 



L a b o r a t o r y  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  l o c a t e d  n e x t  t o  t h e  new C u s t o m  

H o u s e  B u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  M a r i n a  s e c t i o n .  

T h e r e  w e r e  n o  m a j o r  d r u g  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a n t s  i n  P u e r t o  

R i c o ,  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  was  o p e n e d  s o m e t i m e  i n  1 9 6 0  by a U.S.  

d r u g  c o m p a n y ,  s o  we h a d  t o  w o r k  m o s t l y  w i t h  i m p o r t e d  d r u g s  

a n d  c a n n e d  f o o d s  s h i p p e d  n o t  o n l y  f r o m  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s ,  

b u t  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o o .  S a m p l e s  w e r e  t a k e n  f r o m  

l o c a l  w a r e h o u s e s  a n d  f r o m  t h e  U.S. C u s t o m  w a r e h o u s e  a n d  

b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  a n a l y s i s  f o r  

s h o r t a g e  o f  c o n t e n t s ,  i n g r e d i e n t s ,  f a l s e  a n d  m i s l e a d i n g  

l a b e l s .  S a m p l e s  o f  f r e s h  m i l k  w e r e  a l s o  t a k e n  a n d  a n a l y z e d ,  

a n d  i f  f o u n d  a d u l t e r a t e d ,  we c a l l e d  o r  i n f o r m e d  t h e  I n s u l a r  

I n s p e c t o r s  f o r  s e i z u r e  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n .  

A t  t h a t  t i m e  m o s t  o f  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  P u e r t o  R i c o  

s t a t i o n  w a s  d o n e  f o r  t h e  U.S. C u s t o m  S e r v i c e ,  t h e  U.S. 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t .  

O f  c o u r s e ,  many f a c t o r y  i n s p e c t i o n s  w e r e  made  a r o u n d  t h e  

w h o l e  I s l a n d ,  i n c l u d i n g  b a k e r i e s ,  d r u g  s t o r e s  a n d  

w a r e h o u s e s .  

F o r  U.S. C u s t o m  w e  e x a m i n e d  a n d  a n a l y z e d  many i m p o r t e d  

g o o d s .  C o d f i s h  f o r  m o i s t u r e  c o n t e n t s  f o r  d u t y  p u r p o s e $ ;  

c h e e s e  f o r  q u a l i t y  a n d  q u a n t i t y  o f  b u t t e r f a t  t o  s e e  i f  i t  

w a s  m a d e  f r o m  p a r t l y  s k i m m e d  m i l k  o r  n o t ;  o l i v e  o i l  f o r  n e t  

c o n t e n t s  a n d  s p e c i f i c  g r a v i t y ;  c a n n e d  s a r d i n e s ,  t u n a ,  o t h e r  

f i s h  f o r  w e i g h t  a n d  k i n d  o f  o i l  u s e d ;  a l l  k i n d s  of  l i q u o r s  



f o r  q u a n t i t y  of  a l c o h o l  by v o l u m e ,  e t c . ;  c l o t h  f o r  amoun t  of  

w o o l ,  r a y o n  o r  c o t t o n  t h r e a d s  o r  o t h e r  f i b r o u s  s u b s t a n c e s  

f o r  t a r i f f  d u t i e s ,  e t c .  e t c .  

F o r  t h e  U. S. D e p a r t m e n t  of A g r i c u l t u r e ,  we h a d  t o  g o  t o  

a l l  t h e  c i t r u s  f r u i t  f a r m s  t o  t a k e  s a m p l e s  of  t h e  g r a p e -

f r u i t ,  o r a n g e s ,  p i n e a p p l e s  a n d  o t h e r  f r u i t s  t o  s e e  i f  t h e y  

w e r e  a l r e a d y  m a t u r e d  f o r  s h i p m e n t  t o  t h e  m a i n l a n d .  

F o r  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t ,  l o c a t e d  on t h e  same 

f l o o r  o f  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y ,  we a n a l y z e d  a l l  s a m p l e s  o f  l i q u o r s  

s e i z e d  f o r  c o u r t  a c t i o n .  

As t o  my s p e c i f i c  work i n  t h e  P u e r t o  R i c o  s t a t i o n ,  I 

was i n  c h a r g e  of  a l l  t h e  c l e r i c a l  work .  A l s o ,  I wen t  a r o u n d  

w i t h  Mr. D a n i e l  R o d r i g u e z  and  made s e v e r a l  f a c t o r y  

i n s p e c t i o n s ,  t a k i n g  s a m p l e s ,  l a b e l s  and  p r o p a g a n d a  f o r  

e x a m i n a t i o n  a t  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  and  i f  f o u n d  m i s l e a d i n g ,  

a d u l t e r a t e d  o r  f a l s e l y  l a b e l e d ,  s e i z u r e  was made a n d  I 

p r e p a r e d  t h e  l i b e l s  m y s e l f  f o r  a c t i o n  t o  t h e  U.S. D i s t r i c t  

C o u r t .  Among t h e  b e s t  s e i z u r e s  I made was h u n d r e d s  of  b o x e s  

o f  a F r e n c h  p r o d u c t  c o m m e r c i a l l y  known a s  " C l o r e t i l o "  ( e t h y l  

c h l o r i d e  a e r o s o l  p e r f u m e )  b r o u g h t  by t h e  f i r m  o f  P e d r o  

G i u s t i  & Co. o f  San J u a n ,  P.R. f o r  u s e  i n  P u e r t o  R i c o  d u r i n g  

t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of M a r d i  G r a s  e v e r y  y e a r .  T h i s  p r o d u c t  was 

s e i z e d  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  6 o f  t h e  U.S. Food & Drug  A c t  a s  

d a n g e r o u s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U.S. S i n c e  t h e n ,  1 9 2 8 ,  n o  

m o r e  " C l o r e t i l o "  was  i m p o r t e d  t o  t h e  I s l a n d .  T h o u s a n d s  of  



. . .  


c a s e s  w e r e  s e i z e d  and d e s t r o y e d  by t h e  U.S. D i s t r i c t  C o u r t .  

A l s o ,  h u n d r e d s  o f  d rums  of  b l a c k  cod l i v e r  o i l  s o l d  i n  t h e  

m a r k e t  a s  a m e d i c i n e  f o r  human c o n s u m p t i o n  and  n o t  f o r  

p o u l t r y  were  s e i z e d  and  d e s t r o y e d .  A l s o  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  

b a k e r i e s  w e r e  f o u n d  u s i n g  a d u l t e r a t e d  f l o u r  and  s e i z u r e s  

w e r e  made .  

Mr. W i l l f o r d  J .  McGee, C h i e f  o f  t h e  P u e r t o  R i c o  

s t a t i o n ,  was i n  t h e  U.S. when i t  was o r d e r e d  t o  c l o s e  t h e  

o f f i c e  i n  1 9 3 2  - h e  a l r e a d y  knew t h e  s t a t i o n  was c l o s i n g  

b e c a u s e  he n e v e r  came b a c k  t o  P u e r t o  R i c o .  He d i e d  i n  New 

J e r s e y  w h e r e  h i s  d a u g h t e r  was l i v i n g .  

I t o o k  c a r e  of  p a c k i n g  a l l  t h e  b o o k s ,  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  

d o c u m e n t s  a n d  l a b o r a t o r y  u t e n s i l s  t o  b e  s h i p p e d  t o  t h e  

E a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  a t  2 0 1  V a r i c k  S t r e e t ,  New York C i t y .  

Mr. D a n i e l  R o d r i g u e z  and  m y s e l f ,  M a r i o  B r a u ,  J r . ,  t h e  

o n l y  two  members l e f t ,  were  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  i n  New 

York  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Mr. Whar ton .  

A t  New Y o r k ,  Mr. R o d r i g u e z  s t a r t e d  t o  work a s  l a b o r a -

t o r y  h e l p e r  and  I was  s e n t  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of  M r .  C h a r l e s  

H u t c h i n s o n ,  t e a  e x p e r t  i n  c h a r g e  of  t h e  T e a  I n s p e c t i o n  

D i v i s i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  t e a  was f r e e  of  d u t y ,  t h e  f a n c y  

c o n t a i n e r s  h a d  t o  pay  d u t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  k i n d  o f  c o n -

t a i n e r s ,  m o s t  o f  them of p o r c e l a i n  and  b e a u t i f u l  s t r a w  

b a s k e t s .  The t e a  was examined  f o r  q u a l i t y  a n d  k i n d  o f  

f o r e i g n  m a t e r i a l s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  9 0  m i l l i o n  pounds  of  t e a  



w e r e  i m p o r t e d  f rom C e y l o n ,  I n d i a ,  J a v a ,  Fo rmosa ,  C h i n a  and  

J a p a n  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o r t  o f  N e w  York o n l y .  

I w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  U.S. Food & Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  u n t i l  

t h e  y e a r  1 9 3 9 ,  when I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  U.S. C u s t o m s  

S e r v i c e  a t  S a n  J u a n ,  P.R. a t  my r e q u e s t  d u e  t o  my f a t h e r ' s  

i l l n e s s .  

A t  S a n  J u a n  Custom H o u s e ,  I s t a r t e d  t o  work a s  Cus toms  

E n t r y  O f f i c e r .  When Mr. M a t i a s  Ramos, h e a d  o f  t h e  E n t r y  

D i v i s i o n ,  r e t i r e d ,  I was a p p o i n t e d  S u p e r v i s o r  of  t h e  E n t r y  

D i v i s i o n  a n d  A c t i n g  A s s i s t a n t  C o l l e c t o r .  I s t a y e d  i n  t h i s  

p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  my r e t i r e m e n t  on J u l y  3 1 ,  1 9 6 1 .  

My g r a n d f a t h e r  was t h e  l a s t  C o l l e c t o r  of Cus toms d u r i n g  

t h e  S p a n i s h  r e g i m e  and  a f t e r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  

P u e r t o  R i c o  i n  1 8 9 8 ,  h e  was k e p t  i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n .  He 

r e s i g n e d  f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  1 9 0 3  t o  w r i t e  t h e  f i r s t  book of  

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  P u e r t o  R i c o  and  o t h e r  b o o k s  a b o u t  t h e  c o l o n i -

z a t i o n  o f  t h e  I s l a n d .  He d i e d  i n  1 9 1 2 .  He name was 

S a l v a d o r  B r a u .  


