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This  i s  a  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  taped in terv iew,  one o f  a 

ser ies  conducted by Robert G. Po r te r ,  who r e t i r e d  from 

the U. S. Food and Drug Admin is t ra t i on  i n  1977. 

The interv iews were h e l d  w i t h  r e t i r e d  F.D.A. employees 

whose r e c o l l e c t i o n s  may serve t o  e n r i c h  the w r i t t e n  record. 

I t  i s  hoped t h a t  these na r ra t i ves  o f  th ings  past  w i l l  serve 

as source mate r ia l  f o r  present  and f u t u r e  researchers; t h a t  

the s t o r i e s  o f  important  accomplishments, i n t e r e s t i n g  events, 

and d i s t i ngu ished  leaders w i l l  f i n d  a  p lace i n  t r a i n i n g  and 

o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  new employees, and may be usefu l  t o  enhance 

the morale of  t he  organ iza t ion ;  and f i n a l l y ,  t h a t  they w i l l  

be o f  value t o  D r .  James Harvey Young i n  the w r i t i n g  o f  t he  

h i s t o r y  o f  the  Food and Drug Administ rat ion.  

The tapes and t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  w i  11 become a  p a r t  o f  the 

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t he  Nat iona l  L i b r a r y  o f  Medicine and copies o f  

the t r a r ~ s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  be placed i n  the  L i b r a r y  o f  Emory 

Un ive rs i t y .  
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P .  	- This is a r e c o d i n g  of an interview between 

of the FDA and L. Lawrence Warden. Mr. Warde 

r e t i r e d  from FDA in--what year was i t ?  

W. -	It  w a s  1968. 

P. - In 1968. I believe h i s  l a s t  tour of duty w a s  i n  

Washington. D. C. and... 

W. -	No, it w a s  i n  Loo Angeles. 

P.  -	Okay, it was i n  Los Angeles-- 

W. -	As Food and Drug of f icer .  

P. 	 - A s  Food and Drug o f f i ce r .  The interview i s  taking place  

on February 3rd, 1978, a t  Mr. Warden's home i n  Rancho 

Bernardo, California.  Larry, I think maybe i f  you w i l l  

give us a l i t t l e  sketch of your career with Fcad and 

Drug a s  s o r t  of a s t a r t i n g  point  and the  l i s t e n e r  w i l l  

know who you are. 

W. -	W e l l ,  a f t e r  my--excuse me jus t  a minute. 

P.  -	I d i d n ' t  take off my introduction. 

W. 	- Well, I majored i n  chemistry i n  the of Naetana 

and I spent about e igh t  years a s  

Commercial Laboratory i n  Sea t t l e  j u s t  befor 

Food and Drug. Then I w a s  assigned t o  San 

The rest of t he  t i m e  I spent  a t  S e a t t l e ,  Lo 

S a l t  Lake, Denver and f i n a l l y  eighteen years 

D. C. I had q u i t e  a varied experience. A 


unusual and in te res t ing  events occurred dur 


t i m e ,  some which I might mention l a t e r  on. 


. - Good. I c 



I ' d  l ike  t o  talk about the t h i  

would be of in te res t  t o  the h i  

personali t ies or cases, reorga 

kind t ha t  do have t ha t  kind of value 

you-knowthe further  back they go, w 

W. - W e l l ,  I don ' t  knov how much I can co 

t o  this project of y w s .  O f  course 

Food and Drug now are qui te  a 

f i r s t  went in to  Food and Drug. Now 

food additives t ha t  cause cancer and 

safety and effecacy of drugs, and. 

are qui te  a b i t  d i f ferent  than wh 

I do r eca l l  that #hen I reported 

of my f i r s t  assignments w a s  t o  i 

case where sodium chloride had b 

bicarbonated soda in  a drug st0 

W e  made qui te  an bves t iga t ion  

the barrels  of the raw material had 

on the wharf, and eabaqaently 

mislabeled. Shortly aftuwaxds, they 

poisoning case bnblving what 

pasto, and they ha4 a l l  the 

t o  I t a l i an  s tores  checking 

pasto bu t  it was EieaLLy f 

had had the f a t a l i t i e s  mushrocens. 

P .  - That was botulism., 



W. - That was botulism, yea. 

Then during my tenure i n  San Francisco, I 

with George Daughters a g rea t  deal  oneozen eggs an 

cream. Those projects  were l a t e r  t o  becsae, take 

siderable amount of time i n  my work. When I was 

i n  Washington, I conducted seven o r  e igh t  

fo r  inspectors t o  enable them t o  de tec t  decomposed rozen1 
eggs t h a t  might be on the  market. It s t a r t e d  back ni 
San Francisco when w e  inspected an egg breaking f i  =t -
found they were using incubator r e j e c t s  and were s t  kin-

ing out  the embryo. I t  w a s  j u s t  disgusting. So we 

t r i e d  putt ing up small packs t o  t r y  to be.able  to  i 

t i f y  by organoleptic means whether an egg w a s  f i t  f 

consumption o r  not. So t h i s  w a s  ca r r ied  on i n  grea 

depth l a t e r  on. W e  ingwould take over, f o r  example, d 1-
the l a t e r  years,  take over an egg p lan t  and crack t e 

eggs ourselves and put up about 100-30U. cans made up 

with d i f f e ren t  types of inedible eggs. W e  would d r  11I

them and try t o  recognize the odors that w e  got  fr 

the  d r i l l .  Along with that they made chemical and 

bacter iological  t e s t s  because sometimes on 

examination it wouldn't hold up i n  court, 

a i d  of the  chemistry and bacteriology they could 


sus tan t ia te  it be t te r .  


P .  - But with these t ra in lng  courses and the spec ia l  pa+ 

t h a t  you put up, you actual ly  got  the  inspectors qu li-

f i e d  so they could t e s t i f y  M court.. i 



! 

I 

W. 	- Yes, yes w e  did, They  would confirm e bacteriological : . .  

and the ch&c&l. and & h e y  exactly h a t  went in to  

1the sanisle cans ' the authentic samples t h a t  we were d r i l  

using so t ha t  it pde, it w a s  adequatd evidence t o  

hold up i n  court. 
.. ? . > ' a  

One interaa+ing thing happened bicause of the  
I 

unusual c h a r d r  of examinkng eqgs this matt-.~ 
A 1  Barnard w a s  a hound for  publicity. ! H e  cal led in 


t o  the local  television s ta t ion  2n +§as So
City. 	
~. . .. 

' -,#
. .. . ..w e  made set ups t o  take care of tbetn + th@ywould . , 

. . . 
I I 

I 

get  the best  of it. It was a ood arrang-f, 
8 -

I think, becausa any way the ing the  TV ShOW 

from 	New York k e r  Dave Garoway. 
I 

P .  -	Is t h a t  r ight.  I 

W. - One other aspect t ha t  was unusual, an I don't suppose 
t 

they do much now is cream tha t  is us1f o r  making bu 

I spent same tine trying t o  fabricate  la whole can cream 

tes te r .  W e  wozbd on Ma t  teg.ffrat w '  the Divisioa 

of Microbiology and tha field.  I t  w d so b p ~ e ntha% 

we'd take a PasLl sample f r m  a can o c?mMau you wwtdn* 

fihd anything; At if you f i l t a r ed  whole can of 

cream, of course i t ' s  r e a l  thick so:t unless pou 

have special  -t t o  do it, z t  wqhldntt work. 

This 	w a y  w e  wem to f i l t e r  whole bans of meam. 
I 

++ 




P. - I don' t think so. Not to my knowledge. In f 

don't do any egg examinations that I know of 

W. 	 - One of the interesting experiences I had was 

by a strange coincidence happened to collect 

that resulted in the first notice of judgment 

under the Food and Drug Cosmetic Act. You'd 

prised what the article was. It was sauerkr 

that I collected when I was a resi 

City. 

P. - Now was that the first notice of judgment af  

act? 

W. 	- Yes. No. 1. I still have a copy. Sometime 

maybe I'd frame it because it's kind of unu 

P. -	Yes. 
W. 	 - Of course, there have been a lot o 

original act now, but an entirely new act h 

passed. I suppose it will be some day like 

act replaced a 1906 act. 

I participated in a number of investig 

of the early ones was theexixirofsulfanil: 

we had to run all over interviewing doctor 

keep them from prescribing this product 

tor antifreeze and sulfanilamide. That 

investigation. That happened in 1937. 

P. - What did you do patronally, Larry? 

the.. . 



maybe. . . 	 i 

W. 	- Sometimes we d$d work n i  

before soreeb+y would o 

shipments frcm Massengi 

They would be 'reportedt o  us, and 

run them down befare any of 

P. -	Right down t o  the patient? 

W. 	- Right down to  tbe pa-ent o r  

Another dnc of  the big 

I was i n  Seattle was the bleu-Ova 

In t h a t  case uta had to conta 

treated pa t iu l t s  who had tak 

and then w e  oKhlld call'oa 

some 	 tha t  ha8 given testiwonials thqt they had been 
I 

completely cured from arthritis by t/aking th i s  Neu 

or  were badly crippled i n  wheel 8 and beds. Sgll 

ol -them rare Wen dead and m y eti*ll using 

thei r  tertimoqi&ls. Thrn orlun M 

Ta-a, W--if was abojt 

b i l i t y  to  gat *-of the& vict  

t ha t  they could teaCify and the j* W d  see j u s t :  

what condition they  u s e  i n  i n  tiw Sacs of these 

monials, t h a t  $hm nmqtpfrwtorar 

public. i 



P. -	You did get some in successfully? 
W. - Yes, we won that case. It was quite a landmar 

Seattle District at a a t  time. I spent a good /many 

months running down some of those patients the 4e. 
One of the unusual situations that I ran nto
i 

back in Washington was what we called the Phil delphia 
i 
Fish Story. A fish firm there had a lot of 


on hand that had become &ecomposed so he 


to treat it with very large amounts of sodi 


He sold it to the consumers. As a 


one death and quite a number of illnesses. 


back in 1959. 


P. -	Do you remember the name of that case? 
W. 	 - No, I don't remember. It was some small fi 

Philadelphia, but it had quite a significa 

time because he had a pretty wide distribu 

Another time we got into a numher of 


when Swift dried egg yolks for babies whi 


sensitive situation became contamin 


We were making factory inspections, 


lecting samples, putting embargoes o 


for a long time. There were some illnesses 


contributed to this particular product. 


I participated in some of the early 


investigations like hoxey andkoch a& 


others. I remember one time that we had 


cranberries which were contaminated with the w ed killer, 
i 



aminotriazole, and it happened riqi3tl a t  Thanksgiving 

when they tied up just  about a l l  the/  cxanberries i n  

the East coast. People were a l i t t l e  b i t  disturbed 

about t h a t  but I guess they got over it WCEIUS@they 

had cranberries the next year. I 

P. 	 - You know, Law, o m  man t h a t  w e  both know well-you 

knew him bet tee and longer than I did--was John L. 
I 

Harvey. I f  ya/r have same recollectipns of him that 


you think would be of in te res t ,  I 'd b p r e c i a t e  your
. I 

j u s t  	t a lk ing  about Harvey. I 
W. - W e l l ,  yes, I did. I f e l t  I knew Nr. Harvey v e y  weL1. 

As s matter of f ac t ,  he w a s  the ozze !that or ig ina l ly  

interviewed r f a  my appointment 4Food and Drug Cback 	i n  1935. H e  was C h i d  of tM S a t t l e  Station a tr 
t h a t  	time. $en a l i t t l e  b i t  later 'hc bmcm the 8; 
Western District Chief, and a f t e r  t y s  of duty a t  ! 

the various Western Districts, I mqt up t o  San ran& @ 
t o  work under M r .  Harvey as h i s  assi/stant. Than when 

the  d i s t r i c t s  were ahdished &nd ha Was WansfeXZed 

t o  Washington 'aed1uas t r a n s f e  to Washingtm. aI& 

eventually he Lwlcasll the  Asrocia+r osdssioaer and f4 

was  with the Botearr Pfeld W strftios. For wor t a m  

there1 w a s  in ch&rge of the rtasllai  Now, recalls wim8  

they 	f i r s t  .tasted ou t  were r e l a t i d l y  sinple. Later 

they 	became #ry a w l e x .  They a l l  ihod t o  be thor-h&~ 



of the Commissioners for his apprwal before 


could be actually done. In that respect I h 


a bit of contact with Mr. Harvey because he 


as Associate Commissioner the fin 


in those days dealing with both food and drugs 


P. -	What kind of guy was he? 
W. 	- Well, I thought he was a very personable ma 

and I thought he was extremely well advised 

ligent in the enforcement of the Food and D 

P. -	I remember him as being a very excellent sp 
W. - Oh yes, he was a magnificent talker and I t 

body liked him. I don't know of anybody t 

like him. 

P. -	Well, I think so, too. He was a little 

W. - Yes, yes he was, but I don't know, I thi 

part of his inner nature. It helped h 

character, too, and made him agreeable 

P. -	How about Larrick. Did you know Larri 

W. - Well, of course I knew Larrick. 

while I was in Washington, but I didn' 

deal of contact with him. Larric 

with legislation and trade relations, 

have a great deal to do with during 

So, I didn't have much occasion; I 

a while but not too often-notnea 

see Mr. Harvey. 



P. - You know, eay m a - l l e c t i o n s  of ~a sz i ck iinvolved twa 

things t h a t  T ,think are  interest ing hbout him.  After 
I 

I had been tra8mfertcld t o  Chicago Latrick hadn't 

seen m e  f o r  a nurnbet of years, I c d ' t  believe he 

knew 	 I was i n  :Chicago because a t  thait t i m e  he was 
! 

& .  .:Commissioner and it just  doesn't  s+ l ike  he wduld have. 
. .. . , 

In any event, net him not in  the dff ice  where he 
~ 

' I  	 . . iP

I 

might have associated m e  in some wad, but I m e t  him 
i W 

i n  the hallway i n  the post o f f i ce  ir( Chicago. Right p

away, out ccmes h i s  hand, "Hallo, Bqb. How are you?" 

He knew me. knother time when I wad trkaferred t o  
! 

Washington i n  1963. I had some b.us&xess with him becanse 
I 

I worked on sane of the background vfork on developing 

the quackery aongress t h a t  they h a d i n  about '63  o r  '64.  

I went i n  t o  see him--it was my fe i t j t  t ime  t o  see him 

since I came tto Washington-he tookme i n  h i s  o f f i c e  
l 

and showed m e  the new Food and Drug building outs ide 

h i s  of f ice  wi@ows, which a t  t h a t  & it was un& 

construction. Ha w a s  such a, to me,  such an elsy peZ&cm 

to  t a l k  to  and I alruays felt kind of a warm feel* 
I 

about him. 	 J 

W. 	 - Yes, he w a s  very easy to t a lk  t o  he did have the 

remarkable f a c i l i t y  of knowbg jus t  about everyone in  
I 

the Food and Dhlg Adrinistratioa atthat time. 

R e  knew their nam, he h e w  w h s n  ubey mrr statioud 



f r iendly .  I know that after he retired he was boutI 
t o  form a group of Food and Drug retirees. In  1a c t ,  

I go t  a le t ter  from him asking f o r  some help anti informa- 

t i o n  about r e t i r e d  Food and Drug employees i n  obr  area.  

Then sho r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  he died. 

P .  -	 I d i d n ' t  know he had t h a t  i n  mind a t  a l l .  

W. 	- Y e s ,  he w a s  going t o  form--that is one th ing 

I d o n ' t  hear very much about Food and Drug 

In  t h e  o ld  days when they had the Food and 

they would always have something about ex-F 

what they w e r e  doing, what w a s  going on w i t  

t i o n s  i n  Food and Drug i t s e l f .  You'd know 

on. You have no way of knowing that now u 

happen t o  t a l k  t o  somebody who was one of 

co-workers o r  a c lo se  f r iend.  

P .  	 - I wonder i f  w e  could--1 don ' t  knaw whether 

proper t o  spend government money f o r  it--

t o  m e  it would be n ice  i f  samebody i n  pub 

some way i n  Washington j u s t  d id  a l i t t l e  

and send it ou t  t o  retired Food and Drug 

You know t h a t  t he r e  is no list of retire 

employees. When I s t a r t e d  t h i s  p ro j ec t  ... 
W. 	 - They used t o  have one. They kept  t r ack  

t h i s  o ld  Food and Drug Review. Now, t 

support something l i k e  t h a t  exclus ive  

money, but  i f  they combined cur ren t  



Food and Drug with a l i t t l e  publicatitan and then added 

something about kmwledge of current r e t i r e e s  and 

former employees, I think tha t  would (be canpatible. 

P. - W e l l ,  when I wanted to ge t  a list of a l l  the re t i r ed  

people t o  start this project ,  there none i n  exis t -  

ence. I went t o  Personnel i n  ~ashinglton; they don't  
I 

have it. I sktd w e l l ,  they a l l  ge t  q pension, raaybe 

Civ i l  Service eil1 give a l is t  where , a l l  these re t i r ed  

people a re  on the i r  computer and it llooks t o  m e  l i ke  

they could run t h e i r  computer agaiasd people, the  

Iagency they were in  a t  the time t h a t t h e y  re t i red .  

W. - But, they don't  keep it tha t  way. 

P .  - W e l l ,  Civi l  S a r ~ i c e  d idn ' t  even te l l  us tha t .  They 

said it would be against the law for  them to  do it 

because of the Privacy of ~ n f o w a t i o dLaw. So, I 
I 

couldn't ge t  that. The way I did it+-itwasn't the  

perfect  way-was to ask each districq t o  t a l k  among 

themselves an8 send m e  a list of a l l  retired people 

they knew--in or outside their d i s t r i c t .  T h i s  way I 

got some dugUcation, of course, but,. . 
W .  - There would k a tramndous -unt tfiough. 

P. - But, I got a l l  cvesybady told m e  abo\Ct aad then sorted 

them out in to  tha d i s t r i c t  they l i v d  i n  because i f  

I was going t o  v i s i t  them, nuturallyj  their geographic 

location w a s  *s+ant and w I have that list. Whcn 

I say I have it, F w d  and Drag has id new: but no--



t h e r e ' s  s t i l l  no mechanism t o  up d a t e  it. I d d t h a t  I 
a year ago almost. 

W. -	That ' s  very strange. 

P. 	 - I r e t i r e d  l a s t  Apri l .  I ' m  not  on t h a t  l is t .  t ' s  too 

bad. It r e a l l y  is too bad, but  I don ' t  know w a t  could I 

be done about tha t .  

I know t h i s  record i s n ' t  ge t t i ng  a l l  h i s t  


it, but  it doesn ' t  hu r t  t o  have somebody hear 


t h i s .  


W.  -	Maybe t h e y ' l l  do something about it sometime. 

P. -	W e l l ,  l e t ' s  see--Harvey and Larr ick and... 

W. 	 - Bob Roe w a s  a good f r i end  of mine. When I r e?o r t ed  

f o r  duty i n  1935 a t  San Francisco, he w a s  the  a s s i s t a n t  

chief  there.  P a r t  of the  time we'd go ou t  on f i e l d  

excursions--like when w e  were doing tomato plirnts. 

W e  w e r e  pu t t ing  up experimental packs of tomatoes f o r  

food standards,  and Bob would go o f f  with us. H e  w a s  

a hard worker, but  he w a s  very thorough and ef:kicient 

on a l l  t h a t .  Later on I worked under Bob Roe i n  S e a t t l e  

when he was t h e  d i s t r i c t  chief  the re ,  again when he 

was d i s t r i c t  chief  i n  Los Angeles and then w e  were both 

t r ans fe r red  t o  Washington. Of course,  he went i n t o  a 

d i f f e r e n t  d iv i s ion  than I was; but  we've been !.ood 

f r iends .  Bob is very persohable,  he ' s  very s incere  and 

a very hard worker. I wish I w a s  ab le  t o  see l i m  once 

i n  a while now, but  t h e r e ' s  q u i t e  a d i s tance  ialvolved 

between Ca l i fo rn i a  and Washington. 



P. - Well, Larry, thank you very much. I iappreciate youp 
I 

recording these recollections for us, and I know that 


your hobby for many years has been tc( play the piano 


and in inore redent years, the organ. , Since we've got 

time left on tnis tape, why don't we finish up this 


track with a little organ music. Can you tell me what 


you're going to play? 


W. - Well, I'm going to start out with a little session on 

Hawaiian wedding songs. That's one qf my favorite 

pieces. See lww you like it. 

P. - Good. 






