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INTRODUCTION 

This is  a t ranscr ipt ion of a taped interview, one of a 

s e r i e s  conducted by Robert G.  Porter and Fred L. Lofsvold, 

r e t i r ed  employees of the  U. S. Food and Drug Administration. 

The interviews were held with r e t i r ed  F.D.A. employees 

whose recol lect ions  may serve t o  enrich the written record. 

I t  is hoped t h a t  these narratives of things past  will ser$e 

a s  source material f o r  present and future  researchers; t h a t  

the s t o r i e s  of important accomplishments, in terest ing evehts , 

and distinguished leaders will  f ind a place i n  t ra ining and 

or ientat ion of new employees, and may be useful to  enhmce 

the morale of the organization; and f ina l ly ,  tha t  they will  

be of value t o  Dr. James Harvey Young i n  the writ ing of tMe 

history of the  Food and Drug Administration. 

The tapes and t ranscr ipt ions  will  become a par t  of the 

col lect ion of the National Library of Medicine and copies of 

the t ranscr ipt ions  will  be placed i n  the Library of Emory 

University. 
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Director a t  Philadelphia 
'Consultant t o  industry 
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T h i s  i s  an i n t e r v i e w  i n  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  s e r i e s .  Me a r e  


r e c o r d i n g  t o d a y  M r .  R o b e r t  C.  S t a n f i l l ,  S r .  a t  h i s  r e s i -  


dence i n  Haddon H e i g h t s ,  New J e r s e y .  M r .  S t a n f i l l  i s  a 


r e t i r e d  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i s t r i c t  o f  FDA. 


I n t e r v i e w e r  i s  F r e d  L o f s v o l d .  


L o f s v o l d :  M r .  S t a n f i l l ,  w o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  g i v e  us a b r i e f  


s k e t c h  o f  y o u r  c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e  Food and D r u g  


A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ?  


S t a n f i l l :  My c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e  Food and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  


a c t u a l l y  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  Depar tment  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  Bureau 


o f  C h e m i s t r y  a b o u t  O c t o b e r  1926. P r i o r  t o  t h a t  I wds em-


p l o y e d  i n  t h e  Depar tmen t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  Weather Burdau i n  


T r e n t o n ,  New J e r s e y .  I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  how I g o t  do 


T ren ton .  Iwas a  s t u d e n t  a t  George Wash ing ton  U n i v d r s i t y  


t h r o u g h  1925. One o f  my p a s t i m e s  was t a k i n g  C i v i l  d e r v i c e  


e x a m i n a t i o n s  e v e r y  Wednesday a f t e r n o o n  and e v e r y  SatJurday 


m o r n i n g  and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I g r a d u a t e d  I g o t  a  who le  /bunch 


o f  i n q u i r i e s  a b o u t  .my a v a i l a b i l it y  f o r  employment.  T h a t  


was a l m o s t  as u n u s u a l  i n  t h o s e  days  as i t  i s  now t o  h a v e  a 


c h o i c e .  And one o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  t h a t  I had t a k e h  l e d  


t o  a j o b  o f f e r  w i t h  S a i n t  E l i z a b e t h ' s  H o s p i t a l  i n  Wabhing- 


t o n  and an i n q u i r y  f r o m  t h e  Weather Bureau a b o u t  a p b s i t i o n  


open i n  T r e n t o n ,  New J e r s e y .  I s p e n t  a b o u t  a day ang a  


h a l f  t o u r i n g  and  b e i n g  i n t e r v i e w e d  a t  S a i n t  E l i z a b e t h ' s  




H o s p i t a l  and dec ided  a g a i n s t  t a k i n g  t h e  p p s i t i o n  t h e r e  

because I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  t h e  p a t i e n t s  f rom t h e  keepers. 

S a i n t  E l i z a b e t h ' s  was a  p s y c h i a t r i c  h o s p i t a l .  

I had t r a v e l e d  q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e l y  d u r i n g  my school days 

because as a son o f  a r a i l r o a d  employee--I 'm a former  p a r t  

t ime  r a i l r o a d  employee mysel f ,  Iwas e l i g i b l e  f o r  and had 

annual passes good on any r a i l r o a d  anywhere and I was 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  T ren ton  because I had never  been there .  I 

a p p l i e d  f o r  and was accepted f o r  a  j o b  i n  t h e  Weather 

Bureau a t  Trenton,  s i g h t  unseen and went t o  work t h e r e  f o r  

a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  m e t e o r o l o g i s t  who was a  Harvard  graduate. 

And i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  he p e r s o n a l l y  knew and remem- 

bered  ano ther  Ha rva rd  graduate  connected w i t h  t h e  Food and 

Drug A d m i n i s t r a t t o n ,  Harvey W. Wi ley.  AEter  I had worked 

f o r  t h e  Weather Bureau fo,r about  n i n e  motlths. I g o t  an 

i n q u i r y  about  whe ther  Iwould be i n t e r e s b e d  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  

as a Food and Drug  i nspec to r .  The way I g o t  on t h e  e l i g i -  

b l e  l i s t  was f r om h a v i n g  used my s c h o o l i n g  i n  b a c t e r i o l o g y ,  

o r  as we say now days m ic rob io l ogy ,  and E had taken  C i v i l  

Se rv i ce  examina t ion  i n  s a n i t a r y  b a c t e r i o l o g y ,  wh ich theo-  

r e t i c a l l y  q u a l l f i e d  me f o r  some a n a l y t i c q l  work i n  wa te r  

p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  Sqrv ice,  where t h e r e  

was a vacancy a t  P i t t s b u r g h .  

The d e s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  was g i ven  me o f  t h e  work o f  a 

Food and Drug  i n s p e c t o r  r a t h e r  i n t r f g u e d  me because i t  was 



somewhat d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  any e x p e r i e n c e  o r  s c h o o l i n g  t h a t  I 

had e v e r  had  a n d  I f o u n d  o u t  l a t e r  f r o m  Commiss iondr  Dunbar 

t h a t  he d e c i d e d  t o  a p p o i n t  me because he h a d  n e v e r  had a 

b a c t e r i o l o g y  m a j o r  as  a Food a n d  Drug  i n s p e c t o r  and t h o u g h t  

i t  had  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  

L o f s v o l  d: D i d  y o u  r e p o r t  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a ?  

S t a n f i l l :  1 r e p o r t e d  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o  f i n d  o u t  mlore 

a b o u t  t h e  j o b .  Iwas a c c e p t e d  f o r  a p o s i t i o n  i n  S t .  L o u i s  

w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  a c t u a l l y  been i n t e r v i e w e d  s p e c i f i c a l l l y  f o r  

t h e  j o b  and r e p o r t e d .  Meantime, remember ing  a  s i g n  on t h e  

r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e  e n t e r i n g  T r e n t o n  f r o m  t h e  sou th ,  wh i ch  says 

" T r e n t o n  makes, t h e  w o r l d  t a k e s . "  I had  met  a v e r y  charm- 

i n g  young l a d y  i n  T ren ton ,  I s a b e l l a  Chamber la in  a n d  when 

t h e  o f f e r  f o r  a j o b  i n  S t .  L o u i s  came a long ,  I prophsed  t o  

h e r  and she a c c e p t e d  e f f e c t i v e  when I came back f r o *  my s i x  

months p r o b a t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  on t h e  j o b  i n  S t .  L o u i s .  

My s t a t i o n  c h i e f  i n  S t .  L o u i s  was E r n e s t  B. Smdth, a 

v e r y  p l e a s a n t  i n d i v i d u a l  who was a g r a d u a t e  p h a r m a c i s t  and 

f o r m e r  . o p e r a t o r  o f  a d r u g  s t o r e .  He d e c i d e d  t h a t  i t  wou ld  

be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  u s e  my backg round  i n  b a c t e r i o l o g y  i n  my 

d u t i e s  as a  Food and D r u g  i n s p e c t o r .  One o f  t h e  b i d  p r o -  

j e c t s  i n  S t .  L o u i s  was t h e  c a n n i n g  o f  s t r i n g  beans tlr 

g r e e n  snap beans and t h e y  had been b o t h e r e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  

w i t h  f l a t  s o u r  d e c o m p o s i t i o n .  So Iwas p u t  t o  work i n v e s -

t i g a t i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  t i m e s  and t e m p e r a t u r e s  and t h e  



e f f e c t  of d i f f e r e n t  t imes  and temperature$ and d e t a i l s  o f  

h a n d l i n g  s t r l n g  beans b e f o r e  t h e  h e a t  p rocess ing  p e r i o d  and 

t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  f l a t  sours  and o t h e r  t ypes  o f  

decomposi t ion.  

Another  f o o d  p r o d u c t  t h a t  was manufabtured q u i t e  ex- 

t e n s i v e l y  i n  t h e  area was c i d e r  v i n e g a r  apd t h e r e  was a 

g r e a t  dea l  o f  c h e a t i n g  by t h e  manufac tu re rs  by u s i n g  con- 

c e n t r a t e d  app le  c i d e r  which was c o n c e n t r a t e d  50 t o  1. And 

t h e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  app le  j u i c e  o r  concen t ra ted  c i d e r  was used 

w i t h  d i l u t e d  c o r n  sugar t o  s i m u l a t e  t h e  c l d e r .  Tha t ' s  how 

c i d e r  v i n e g a r  was made. 

Lo f svo ld :  Tha t  work on t h e  canned beans, was t h a t  t h e  

f i r s t  work t h a t  was done on causes o f  f l a t  sour? 

S t a n f i l l :  Wel l ,  i t  was t h e  most e x t e n s i v e  work t h a t  had 

been done. Work had been 'done on i t  p r e r l o u s l y ,  b u t  t h i s  

was t h e  most e x t e n s i v e  resea rch  t h a t  was done on it. 

Lo fsvo ld :  D i d  you  a r r i v e  a t  a d e c i s i o n  gn what t h e  cause 

was? 

S t a n f i l l :  I t was dec ided  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  cause was t o o  

s h o r t  a t i m e  p e r i o d  and i n s u f f f c i e n t  h e a t  and pressure,  

a l ong  w i t h  some spo i lage .  I t  was n o t  e n t i r e l y  e l i m i n a t e d  

by t h e  h e a t  and p ressure .  Some o f  t h e  growers i n  t h e  Ozark 

Region had t h e i r  own canne r i es  and some o f  them had r a t h e r  

unusual ways o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  h e a t  and tempera tu re  t h a t  was 

requ i red .  One grower-canner used a  wood. f i r e  and second- 



hand f r o z e n  egg cans t o  cook t h e  cans  o f  beans and  i n  o r d e r  

t o  g e t  steam p r e s s u r e ,  he w e i g h t e d  t h e  t o p s  o f  t h e  egg cans 

down w i t h  f i r e  wood and some way o r  a n o t h e r  i t  d i d o ' t  work 

as w e l l  as a r e t o r t  w o u l d  have. Some o f  t h e  cans ~ o u l d  

s w e l l  and b low up, b u t  i t  was q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  see how 

t h e  d i f f e r e n t  canne rs  e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  s u b s t i t u t e s  f o r  

good r e t o r t s .  

L o f s v o l d :  D i d  t h e y  e v e r  have any cases  o f  b o t u l i s n l ?  

S t a n f i l l :  No v i o l e n t  dea ths  o r  a c t u a l  o u t b r e a k s  o f  b o t u -  

l i s m ,  I d o n ' t  know why; a l l  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  sekmed t o  

b e  t h e r e .  I guess i t ' s  because t h e  good L o r d  somet imes 

t a k e s  c a r e  o f  f o o l s  and  i d i o t s .  

However, i t  was an i n t e r e s t i n g  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  skasons 

t h a t  I worked on t h i s  and i t  came i n  handy i n  t h e  l e t e r  

y e a r s  when I d i d  a sonlewhat s i m i l a r  b u t  l e s s  e x t e n s ' i v e  

s t u d y  on canned peas i n  New J e r s e y  and  De laware  and 

P e n n s y l v a n i a  c a n n e r i e s .  

L o f s v o l d :  How l o n g  were  you  i n  S t .  L o u i s ?  

S t a n f i l l :  Abou t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  D u r i n g  a  v a c a t i o n  I tame 

back East--my f a m i l y  1i v e d  i n  K n o x v i l l e ,  Tennessee-+and my 

w i f e ' s  f a m i l y  l i v e d  i n  T ren ton ,  New J e r s e y .  I s topbed  i n  

a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  c h i e f  C l e 3 e n t  S. 

B r i n t o n  and h i s  c h i e f  c h e m i s t  A r t h u r  M. Henry.  I t m l d  them 

what  e x p e r i e n c e  I h a d  i n  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  s t a t i o n  and t h a t  i n  

o r d e r  t o  have my w i f e  c l o s e r  t o  h e r  f a m i l y  and  a v a i l a b l e  t o  



v i s i t  them more o f t e n ,  I ' d  be  i n t e r e s t e d  Sn g e t t i n g  a  

t r a n s f e r  back  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  o u r  r e t u r n  t o  

S t .  L o u i s ,  I h a d  an i n q u i r y  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  I was a v a i l a b l e  

t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  New York.  I came back a n d h a d  a  f u r t h e r  

d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  M r .  B r i n t o n  and  M r .  Henry and  t h e y  were  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h a v i n g  me added t o  t h e i r  s t a f f  a t  P h i l a d e l -  

p h i a .  So w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  d t s c u s s i o n  w i t h  me a b o u t  it, t h e y  

t a l k e d  t o  W.R.M. Wharton, t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  

i n  w h i c h  b o t h  P h i l a d e p h i a  and New York were l o c a t e d  and 

pe rsuaded  h i m  t o  change t h e  p r o p o s a l  f r o m  a  t r a n s f e r  t o  New 

York t o  a t r a n s f e r  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  T h i s  was done e f f e c -  

t i v e  a b o u t  A p r i l  1927. A t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  wqs t h e  Food, D rug  

and I n s e c t i c i d e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

L o f s v o l d :  S e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  Bureau o f  C t l em is t r y?  

S t a n f i l l :  They s e p a r a t e d  , the Bureau o f  C h e m i s t r y  i n t o  t h e  

Food, D rug  a n d  I n s e c t i c i d e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and t h e  Bureau o f  

C h e m i s t r y  and S o i l s  w h i c h  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  Depar tmen t  o f  A g r i -  

c u l t u r e .  The s t a f f  was e n l a r g e d  somewhat because t h e  i n -  

s e c t i c i d e  and  f u n g i c i d e  g roup  o f  i n s p e c t o r s  were abso rbed  

as  Food and  D r u g  i n s p e c t o r s .  

L o f s v o l d :  A b o u t  how l a r g e  was t h a t  s t a f f  i n  P h i l a d e p h i a ?  

S t a n f i l l :  I t h i n k  we had  a b o u t  e i g h t  i n s p e c t o r s ,  s t a t i o n  

c h i e f ,  c h i e f  c h e m i s t ,  c h i e f  t n s p e c t o r ,  and a  s t a f f  o f  a b o u t  

f o u r  i n  t h e  i n s e c t i c i d e  and fungicide group.  



L o f s v o l d :  And how many c h e m i s t s ?  

S t a n f i l l :  About  f i v e  o r  s i x  c h e m i s t s .  

L o f s v o l d :  You worked  t h e n  as an i n s p e c t o r ?  

S t a n f i l l :  When I came back t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  I worked i n  

s o u t h e a s t e r n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  Delaware,  s o u t h e r n  New Je rsey .  

L o f s v o l d :  What were t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  y o u  were 

w o r k i n g  on i n  t h o s e  days? M o s t l y  f o o d s  o r  some drqgs?  

S t a n f i l l :  M o s t l y  f oods ,  some d r u g s  and  I d i d  q u i t e  a b i t  

o n  c a u s t i c  p o i s o n s .  

L o f s v o l d :  T h a t  was a  f a i r l y  new l a w  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

S t a n f i l l :  I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  l o n g  a f t e r  I came back t o  P h i l a -  

d e l p h i a  t h a t  t h e  s u l f a n i l a m i d e  case  b u s t e d  o u t  and t o o k  

e v e r y b o d y ' s  t i m e  f o r  a  w h i l e .  A n o t h e r  case  was d i n i t r o -

pheno l  wh ich ,  i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  was used  l a r g e l l y  f o r  

w e i g h t  c o n t r o l  and a  number o f  p e o p l e  d i e d  and a  nubber  o f  

p e o p l e  were made s e r i o u s l y  ill f r o m  misuse. Ano the r  t h i n g  

t h a t  caused a  l o t  o f  i n j u r i e s  and some b l i n d n e s s  anld p o s s i -  

b l y  even d e a t h  was e y e l a s h  and eyebrow c o l o r i n g .  L ~ s hL u r e  

was one o f  t h e  famous ones t h a t  d i d  a l o t  o f  damageb caused 

a number o f  cases  o f  b l i n d n e s s  and i n j u r y  t o  t h e  eyes.  

L o f s v o l d :  Were y o u  i n v o l v e d  i n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  some b f  t h o s e  

i n j u r i e s ?  

S t a n f i l l :  Yes, uh-huh. 

L o f s v o l d :  You m e n t i o n e d  t h e  C a u s t i c  P o i s o n  A c t .  D i d n ' t  

t h a t  l aw  come a b o u t  because o f  a p h y s i c i a n  h e r e  i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a ?  



S t a n f i l l :  Yes, t h e r e  were  a number o f  i n s t a n c e s  o f  s e v e r e  

i n j u r y  t o  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  d r i n k i n g  l y e  s o l u t i o n s  i n  t h e  k i t -  

chen o r  f a m i l y  l a u n d r y .  S w a l l o w i n g  t h e  c a u s t i c  l y e  s o l u -  

t i o n  l i t e r a l l y  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  esophagus o f  a number o f  

c h i l d r e n  and  Dr .  C h e v a l f e r  J a c k s o n  g o t  v e r y  much i n t e r -  

e s t e d  i n  c u r i n g  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  and p r e v e n t i n g  i t  f r o m  

happen ing  a g a i n .  He t o o k  a l o t  o f  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e s e  

c h i l d r e n  t h a t  h e  examined and t r e a t e d  and o p e r a t e d  o n  t o  

r e p a i r  t h e  c o r r o s i v e  damage done by t h e  1 j e  s o l u t i o n s .  

A f t e r  he g o t  a l o t  of  h i s  d a t a  t o g e t h e r ,  he w r o t e  a 

p r o p o s e d  C a u s t i c  P o i s o n  A c t  and t o o k  h i s  da ta ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  and  s t a t i s t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i Q n  on  i n j u r i e s  and 

deaths ,  made an a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  t h e  Congt-ess ional  Commit- 

t e e  I n  Wash ing ton  and showed them h i s  da ta ,  gave a  l e c t u r e  

and  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p roposed  C a u s t i c  P o i s o n  Law. He d i d  such 

an e x c e l l e n t  j o b ,  c o n v i n c i n g  j o b ,  t h a t  t h e  Committee p r e -  

s e n t e d  a p r o p o s e d  C a u s t i c  P o i s o n  Law. They v o t e d  on i t  and 

passed i t  t h e  same day. I t  l o o k s  l i k e  i f  y o u  have a  good 

p i e c e  6f l e g i s l a t i o n  y o u  want  passed, y o u  f i n d  a  Dr. 

C h e v a l i e r  Jackson.  

L o f s v o l d :  The l a w  c o v e r e d  v a r i o u s  c a u s t i c  subs tances ,  n o t  

o n l y  l y e ,  b u t  c a u s t i c  a c i d s  and  s i m i l a r  subs tances  t h a t  

caused t h i s  k i n d  o f  damage? 

S t a n f i l l :  Yeah. C lement  S. B r i n t o n - - S ,  t h a t ' s  f o r  S t a r r ,  

S - t - a - r - r .  C lemen t  was a  good name f o r  h i m  because he was 



I 

a v e r y  g e n t l e  man, he was s i x  f e e t  f i v e  i n c h e s  t a l l  and 

we ighed p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y ,  b u t  he was a v e r y  g e n t l e  man who 

was m a r r i e d  t o  a  woman who was v e r y  s m a l l  i n  s t a t u r e ,  b u t  

was a b l e  t o  pe rsuade  h i m  t o  do as she wanted  t o ,  w h e t h e r  he 

a g r e e d  w i t h  i t  o r  n o t .  On one o c c a s i o n  we had a  p i c n i c  

w i t h  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  New York s t a t i o n  and we o r g a n i z e d  a  

t u g - o - w a r  match. M r .  B r i n t o n  was a b o u t  t o  s e r v e  as t h e  

anchorman f o r  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i s t r i c t ,  McKay McNinnon was 

anchorman f o r  New York,  two heavywe igh ts .  Mrs.  B f l i n t o n  was 

a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e  e x e r c i s e  w o u l d  be t o o  d r a s t i c  f o r  Clement,  

s o  she g r a b b e d  h i m  by t h e  c o a t  t a i l  and says, "ClBment,  

t h e e  s a i d  t h e e  w o u l d n ' t  and t h e e  m u s t n ' t . "  So pedce 

l o v i n g  Q u a k e r  as he was, he d i d n ' t .  

C lement  B r i n t o n  was a p p o i n t e d  as j u n i o r  chemilst  t o  

work i n  Wash ing ton  u n d e r  D r .  W i l e y  and a  number ofl o t h e r  

c h e m i s t s  w e l l  known i n  t h e  e a r l y  days o f  t h e  Food and Drug  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  He was s e l e c t e d  by D r .  W i l e y  t o  dpen a 

P h i l a d e l p h i a  l a b o r a t o r y  as an i m p o r t  s t a t i o n .  A g r e a t  d e a l  

o f  work was done a n a l y z i n g  i m p o r t e d  f o o d s  and d ruds .  T h a t  

was even b e f o r e  t h e  Food and Drug  ACT o f  1906  was e n a c t e d  

and a f t e r  t h e  Food and D r u g  A c t  was passed on J u n a  30, 

1906, t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  u n d e r  D r .  B r i n t o n  was con t i nu led  i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  

L o f s v o l d :  He r e t i r e d  i n  wha t  y e a r ,  do y o u  remembelr? 

S t a n f i l l :  I don ' t - r emember .  



L o f s v o l d :  You succeeded h im  as d i r e c t o r ?  

S t a n f i l l :  Yes. 

L o f s v o l d :  As I r e c a l l ,  Bob, d u r i n g  y o u r  a c t i v e  c a r e e r  w i t h  

FDA y o u  d i d  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  w r i t i n g  on  v a r i o u s  FDA s u b j e c t s .  

S t a n f i l l :  Yes, Imade a  l o t  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  Asso- 

c i a t i o n  o f  Food a n d  D r u g  O f f i c i a l s  B u l l e t i n  and some t h a t  

I'lln e v e r  be  a b l e  t o  f i n d  now because t h 4 y  were p u b l i s h e d  

i n  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  Review, w h i c h  was an i n -house  o r g a n  

t h a t  d o e s n ' t  g e t  q u o t e d  o u t s i d e .  One t h a t  was p u b l i s h e d  

w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  was a  p a p e r  qn t h e  C a u s t i c  

P o i s o n  A c t  and  a l o t  o f  t h e  pho tog raphs  were p r e s e n t e d  t o  

me p e r s o n a l l y  by  Dr .  C h e v a l i e r  Jackson.  

One o f  t h e  most  famous o r  i n famous  cases t h a t  Iworked  

on, t h a t  I w r o t e  a b o u t  s e v e r a l  t fmes ,  was t h e  D inshah  P. 

G h a d i a l i  and  t h e  D i n s h a h  Spec t rochrome I n s t i t u t e .  T h a t ' s  

r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  t r e a t i s e  on Food. D rug  and  Cosmet ic  Law 

supposed ly  w r i t t e n  by  Toulman, b u t  I s p e n t  a b o u t  two and a  

h a l f  y e a r s  u p d a t i n g  i t  and r e w r f t i n g  i t .  

L o f s v o l d :  T h a t ' s  t h e  t h r e e  volume work e p t i t l e d  "Food, 

Drugs and  Cosmet i cs ,  t h e  Law o f  Food, Drugs  and  Cosmet i cs "  

by  Toulman, t h e  second e d i t i o n  p u b l i s h e d  i n  C i n c i n n a t i  by 

W. H. Anderson a n d  Company i n  19422 


S t a n f i l l :  Uh-huh. 


L o f s v o l d :  I guess  t h e  second e d i t i o n  was a c t u a l l y  1963 


because y o u  d i d  t h a t  work a f t e r  y o u  had r p t i r e d .  




S t a n f i l l :  Yes. 

L o f s v o l d :  You a l s o  p r e p a r e d  someth ing ,  I b e l i e v e ,  on t h a t  

p r o b l e m  w i t h  sod ium n i t r i t e  i n  f i s h ?  

S t a n f i l l :  Yes, I c a u g h t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  newspapers a l l  

o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  and r a d i o  and  TV s t a t i o n s .  I f  I remember 

c o r r e c t l y ,  two  o f  t h e  s t i l l  a c t i v e  TV commentators  were Roy 

Nea l ,  who does a l o t  o f  b r o a d c a s t i n g  o f  NASA even tb  and t h e  

space f l i g h t s  a n d  Tom P e t t i t  who i s  now a  Wash ing tpn  c o r r e -  

spondent .  

L o f s v o l d :  Were t h e y  o n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  s t a t i o n s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

S t a n f i l l :  Yes. Tom P e t t l  t came i n t o  my d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  

o f f i c e  w i t h  a h a n d - h e l d  TV camera and we t a l k e d  q u l i t e  a b i t  

v e r y  i n f o r m a l l y .  The p o i s o n  f i s h  case  i n v o l v e d  myl home 

town o f  Haddon H e i g h t s .  There  was a f a m i l y ,  a l l  a f  whom 

l i k e d  s e a f o o d  v e r y  much, and t h e y ' d  have f i l e t  o f  f l o u n d e r  

e v e r y  week t f  t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  some t h a t  was f r e s h .  They 

b o u g h t  some a t  a l o c a l  f o o d  c h a i n  s t o r e  and s h o r t l y  a f t e r -  

ward  s e v e r a l  members o f  t h e  f a m i l y  g o t  q u i t e  ill. Bes ides  

t h e  g a ' s t r o i n t e s t i n a l  symptoms, t h e  k i d s  t u r n e d  b l o e  a round  

t h e  mouth and  one l a t e r  d i e d .  They were h o s p i t a l i z e d  as 

emergency c a s e s  and a  young i n t e r n  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  symptoms 

as c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  n i t r a t e s  and n i t r i t e s  and used  t h a t  as  

t h e  b a s i s  f o r  s u g g e s t i n g  t o  o u r  s t a f f  t h a t  some th ing  o f  

t h a t  k i n d  m i g h t  be i n v o l v e d .  We t o o k  f t  up f r o m  t h e r e  and 

found t h a t  t h e  f i l e t s  t h a t  were l e f t  on hand d i d  B c t u a l l y  

c o n t a i n  l a r g e  amounts o f  sodium n i t r i t e .  



An i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i s h  p r o c e s s o r  i e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e y  

had  b o u g h t  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  f r o m  a  l o c a l  qhemica l  house and  

t h a t  some o f  t h e  b r i n e  s t i l l  on hand c o n t a i n e d  up t o  1,700 

t i m e s  as much as was s a f e .  We were  a b l e  $0 p r o s e c u t e  t h e  

f i s h  p r o c e s s o r .  I n t e r e s t i  n g l y  enough, h e  d f  e d  j u s t  a b o u t  

on t h e  f i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h i s  c h i l d .  

L o f s v o l d :  Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  y o u  p r e p a r e d  

f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ?  

S t a n f i l l :  I d e l i v e r e d  a  p a p e r  a t  t h e  annqa l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  

A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Food a n d  D r u g  O f f i c i a l s  i n  Kansas Ci ty  and  

d i s c u s s e d  some o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Food and D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  by C o n g r e s s i o n a l  Commit tee$ and o t h e r s .  

One o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  a t  Kan$as C i t y ,  who was 

i n c i d e n t a l l y  g i v e n  r e c o g n i t i o n  as  h a v i n g  been v e r y  suppo r -

t i v e  o f  t h e  Food and D r u g  A d m f n i s t r a t f o n  and  t h e  Cornmis- 

s i o n e r s  was Bradshaw M i n t e n e r .  I b e l i e v e  h e  was A s s i s -

t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  o f  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and  W e l f a r e  and a  

w e l l - k n o w n  a t t o r n e y  f r o m  M f n n e a p o l f s  and a l a w  p a r t n e r  o f  

J o h n  R i t c h e l l  o f  t h e  N f x o n  fame. 

L o f  s v o l  d: You knew s e v e r 1  Commi s s f  o n e r s  C u r i n g  y o u r  FDA 

c a r e e r .  What k i n d  o f  a  man was Dunbar? 

S t a n f i l l :  Dunbar  had  s t a r t e d  o u t  u n d e r  W j l e y  and  I t h i n k  

he was a  j u n i o r  c h e m i s t  a t  a h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  a  month. And 

w h i l e  he was a  Ph.0 and  a  v e r y  a c t i v e  chemis t ,  he d i d n ' t  

t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n u s u a l  6 r  o u t  o f  p l a c e .  



C r a w f o r d  was a c l o s e  u n d e r s t u d y  o f  Dunbar, had  an d n t i r e l y  

d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  b u t  one t h i n g  t h a t  y a s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  b o t h  o f  them, t h e y  p e r s o n a l l y  were 

a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  e v e r y b o d y  i n  t h e  Food a n d  Drug  Admi~n i s -  

t r a t i o n ,  and  f e l t  a s u r p r i s i n g l y  c l o s e  p e r s o n a l  a t t iachment  

t o  e v e r y  employee i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

L o f s v o l d :  D i d  M r .  L a r r i c k  a l s o  have  t h a t  k i n d  o f  4 r e l a -

t i o n s h i p  w i t h  p e o p l e ?  

S t a n f i l l :  Yes, my f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  George P. , L a r r i c k  

was a t  a c o n f e r e n c e  o f  Food a n d  Drug  o f f i c i a l s  i n  Chicago,  

when I o v e r h e a r d  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  s t o r i e s  iabout 

t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  and  some o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  work dolne by  

p e o p l e  who were  d e s c r i b e d  as p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  Commiskioners.  

One t h a t  was m e n t i o n e d  most  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h a t  r e s p b c t  was 

George P. L a r r i c k .  A p p a r e n t l y  he was v e r y  a c t i v e  a/nd a  

v e r y  o u t s t a n d i n g  Food a n d  Drug  i n s p e c t o r .  O f  coursei, t h e r e  

was a lways  a b i t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r i v a l r y  between i n l s p e c t o r s  

and c h e m i s t s ,  t h e y  were  t h e  two  p r o f e s s i o n s  t h a t  p e b p l e  

s t a r t e d .  o u t  i n  i n  t h e  Food and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ~ n d  I 

g o t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  George P. L a r k i c k  

b e f o r e  I e v e r  saw him. I g o t  p e r s o n a l l y  acqua in ted1  w i t h  

h im  when he s e l e c t e d  me t o  t a k e  a  c r a c k  a t  r e v i s i n g  o r  

r e w r i t i n g  o r  u p d a t i n g  t h e  Food and D r u g  I n s p e c t o r s  h a n u a l  

a n d  I was a s s i g n e d  t o  go down and s t a y  i n  Wash ing toh  and  

work on t h a t  and r e p o r t  d i r e c t l y  t o  L a r r i c k  and t o  b a l l  on 



any employee o f  t h e  Food and D r u g  A d m i n i s t l r a t f o n  anywhere 

t o  a s s i s t  me on any phase o f  i t  t h a t  I tho iugh t  t h e y  c o u l d  

h e l p  me w i t h .  I remember L a r r i c k  asked  me how l o n g  I 

t h o u g h t  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  w o u l d  t a k e  a n d  I s a i d  f t  depends on 

t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  y o u  have  w o r k i n g  on i t. I f  I 

have seven o f  us, i t  w i l l  t a k e  me a b o u t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I f  I 

have f i v e ,  I c a n  p r o b a b l y  have  i t  c o m p l e t e d  f n  two y e a r s .  

I f  I ' m  g i v e n  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  it, a,bout  s i x  months.  

G o t  f t  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o m p l e t e d  f n  a b o u t  s i x  months.  

L o f s v o l d :  Were y o u  c h i e f  i n s p e c t o r  h e r e  alt  P h i l a d e  l p h i a  a t  

t h a t  t i m e ?  

S t a n f i l l  : Uh-huh. 

L o f s v o l d :  When d i d  y o u  t a k e  t h a t  j o b ?  

S t a n f i l l :  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  now, b u t  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  we h a d  

a mee t i ng ,  whe re  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e  i n  Qhe d i s t r i c t  who 

were i n  t h e  c o n f e c t i o n a r y  b u s i n e s s  a t t e n d e d  and M r .  Whar ton  

a d d r e s s e d  t h e  group.  I t  was an e v e n i n g  m e t i n g .  He 

a d d r e s s e d  t h e  g r o u p  and  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  speech h e  

announced my a p p o i n t m e n t  as t h e  C h f e f  Food  and  D r u g  

- i n s p e c t o r .  

L o f s v o l d :  You succeeded--who was h e r e  b e f o r e  y o u  as c h i e f  

i n s p e c t o r ?  

S t a n f i l l :  K i r k .  

L o f s v o l d :  Ken K i r k .  And t h a t  was a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  t h e n  t h a t  

he wen t  t o  Wash ing ton .  And t h e n  y o u  were  c h i e f  i n s p e c t o r  



u n t i l  M r .  B r i n t o n  r e t i r e d  and y o u  became a d i r e c t o r .  T h a t  

was a b o u t  1944?  

S t a n f i l l :  About .  By a  c o i n c i d e n c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  we 

were w i t h o u t  a d i s t r i c t  d i r e c t o r  I had  a n o t h e r  m e e t i n g  i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  t h a t  M r .  Whar ton a d d r e s s e d  a n d - - I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  

what  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i t  was now, b u t  I t h i n k  i t  was tHe  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  Food and D r u g  O f f i c i a l s - - o r  i t  

may have been t h e  C e n t r a l  A t l a n t i c  S t a t e s  group.  Whar ton 

u s e d  t h a t  o c c a s i o n  t o  t e l l  them I ' d  been promoted  t o  

d i r e c t o r .  

I r e c a l l  t h a t  I p r o b a b l y  g o t  b e t t e r  acqua in ted l  w i t h  

Commiss ioner  L a r r i  ck t h a n  w i t h  any o f  t h e  o t h e r  Cohmis- 

s i o n e r s .  When I r e t i r e d  and became a v a i l a b l e  f o r  k o r k  as a  

c o n s u l t a n t  t o  t h e  f ood ,  d r u g  and  c o s m e t i c  i n d u s t r y ,  I f o u n d  

he had no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  he s a i d  t h a t  I was 

s t i l l  d o i n g  t h e  same work t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  en fo rcemeh t  o f  t h e  

l a w  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  ang le .  L a t e r  on we saw each e t h e r  a t  

a number o f  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Food 4nd Drug  

A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  D e t r o i t ,  and 

Kansas Ci ty .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  I r e t i r e d  on J a n u a r y  3 1 s t ,  1961, t h e r e  

was some p u b l i c i t y  i n  t h e  l o c a l  papers ,  r a d i o  and T V  a b o u t  

my r e t i r e m e n t  and I g o t  t e l e p h o n e  i n q u i r i e s  f r o m  seme 

p e o p l e  i n  t h e  f o o d  and d r u g  i n d u s t r y  a s k i n g  i f  I wds a v a i l -  

a b l e  t o  do c o n s u l t i n g  work  f o r  them. I t o l d  a  c o u p l e  o f  



them t h a t  I d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  f o r  a  w h i l e  y e t  

because I t h o u g h t  t h a t  my a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  i n d u s t r y  as  

a l aw  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n t  was s t i l l  a l i t t l e  t o o  f r e s h  and i t  

w o u l d n ' t  be, i n  my o p i n i o n ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  me t o  g e t  i n t o  

c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  o r  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  I h a d  been 

r e g u l a t i n g  q u i t e  so soon. I f  t h e y  were  s G i l l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

my s e r v i c e s  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  y e a r ,  i f  t h e y  t q o u g h t  a b o u t  i t, 

t o  g i v e  me a  c a l l  a n d  I w o u l d  l e t  them knqw w h e t h e r  Iw o u l d  

be i n t e r e s t e d  o r  no t .  

I w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  y e a r  and  I g o t  some c a l l s  and b e s i d e s  

i n d i v i d u a l  companies,  I was s e l e c t e d  t o  b e  t h e  c o n s u l t a n t  

t o  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  C o n f e c t i o n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

and  one o r  two  o t h e r  t r a d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and had  a l o n g  and  

p l e a s a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  them a n d  I t h i n k  s e r v e d  them 

w e l l  i n  h e l p i n g  them t o  be s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  were  c o m p l y i n g  

w i t h  t h e  l a w  a n d  t h u s  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  consumer p r o t e c t i o n .  

L o f s v o l d :  I t  was d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  t h a t  y o u  were i n v o l v e d  

w i t h  Tou lman 's  p u b ! i c a t f o n t  

S t a n f i l l :  Yeah, I was c o n t a c t e d  by Aubrey Toulman, a 

p a t e n t  a t t o r n e y  i n - - I  c a n ' t  remember now w h e t h e r  he was i n  

D a y t o n  o r  A k r o n - - i t  was a r u b b e r  t own  i n  Ohio.  I w e n t  o u t  

t o  Toulman's  o f f i c e  and  i n t e r v i e w e d  h i m  and  we d i s c u s s e d  

t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  u p d a t i n g  h i s  l a r g e  one v o ~ u m e  e d i t i o n  o f  

"The Law o f  Foods, D rugs  and  Cosmet ics , *  and a g r e e d  t o  

u p d a t e  i t  and  d i d  work on i t  f o r  s e v e r a l  months. I t was 



p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h r e e  vo lumes by The Anderson Company Bnd i t  

i s  owned and c i r c u l a t e d  by a  number o f  l i b r a r i e s .  Among 

t h o s e  who spoke f a v o r a b l y  o f  i t  and were  r e s p o n s i b l k  f o r  

some s a l e s  b e i n g  made were  two F e d e r a l  judges ,  and a b o u t  i 

f o u r  f o r m e r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A t t o r n e y s .  

I guess t h a t ' s  a b o u t  a l l  I have t o  say. 

L o f s v o l d :  Thank you, M r .  S t a n f i l l ,  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  

make t h i s  r e c o r d i n g  f o r  o u r  o r a l  h i s t o r y  s e r i e s .  






