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I 

STATEMENT OF GIFT 

Arnold N. Morton , hereby give t o  t h e  United States 1, 

o f  America f o r  i nc lus ion  i n  the  co l lec t ions  o f  the Nat ional  L ib ra ry  o f  

Medicine and f o r  admin is t ra t ion there in  by the  au tho r i t i es  thereof,  the 

August 7, 1979magnetic, tape recording o f  the  i n t e r r i e w  he ld  on , 
Robert G. Porter

between and myself, together w i t h  the  

f i n a l  ed i ted  t r a n s c r i p t  made f r a n  t h i s  recording. It i s  my understanding 

t h a t  a copy of the f i n a l  ed i ted t r a n s c r i p t  i s  t o  be deposited i n  the 

l i b r a r y  o f  the  Emory Un ivers i t y  as we l l  as i n  the  Nat ional  L ib ra ry  of d-

Medicine. 

Ihereby dedicate t o  the pub l i c  my l i t e r a r y  r i g h t s  t o  t h i s  recording and 

i t s  t r ansc r i p t ,  so t h a t  they may be f r e e l y  examined, l i s t e n e d  to,  c i ted,  

quoted, o r  reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  part ,  sub ject  t o  such r e s t r i c t i o n s  

as the L ib ra ry  may impose t o  insure t h e i r  proper p ro tec t i on  and preser- 

vat ion.  

Accepted: 

e Date Chief, H is to ry  o f  Medicine D iv is ion  
National L i  b ra ry  o f  Medicine 
Bethesda, Maryland 



INTRODUCTION 

Th is  i s  a  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  taped in terv iew,  one of a  

se r ies  conducted by Robert G. Por ter ,  who r e t i r e d  from 

the U. S. Food and Drug Admin is t ra t i on  i n  1977. 

The in te rv iews  were h e l d  w i t h  r e t i r e d  F.D.A. employees 

whose r e c o l l e c t i o n s  may serve t o  en r i ch  the  w r i t t e n  record. 

I t  i s  hoped t h a t  these na r ra t i ves  o f  th ings  past  w i l l  serve 

as source mate r ia l  f o r  present and f u t u r e  researchers; t h a t  

the s t o r i e s  o f  important accomplishments, i n t e r e s t i n g  events, 

and d i s t i ngu ished  leaders w i l l  f i n d  a  p lace i n  t r a i n i n g  and 

o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  new employees, and may be usefu l  t o  enhance 

the  morale o f  t he  organ iza t ion ;  and f i n a l l y ,  t h a t  they w i l l  

be o f  va lue  t o  D r .  James Harvey Young i n  the  w r i t i n g  o f  t he  

h i s t o r y  o f  t he  Food and Drug Admin is t ra t ion .  

The tapes and t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  become a  p a r t  of  t he  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t he  Nat iona l  L i b r a r y  o f  Medicine and copies of 

the t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  be placed i n  the  L i b r a r y  of Emory 

Un ive rs i t y .  



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. EDUCATION. AND WELFARE 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

us. 

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

TAPE INDEX SHEET 

GENERAL TOPIC OF INTERVIEW: H is to ry  o f  the  Food & Drug Administrat ion 

DATE: Aug. 7, 1 97PLAcE: Poulsbo, Washington LENGTH: 127 Min. 

INTERVIEWEE INTERVIEWER 

Arnold N. MortonNAME: NAME: Robert 6. Porter 

ADDRESS:  . W - _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ :Food & Drug Admlnistrat ion U.S. 

 Denver, Colorado 

1939 1970FDA SERVICE DATES: FRCM TO RETIRED? 


Director, Invest igat ion Branch, New York D i s t r i c t  
TITLE: 

( I f  re t i r ed ,  t i t l e  o f  l a s t  FDA pos i t ion)  


CASSETT SIDE EST.TIME PAGE SUBJECT 

NO. NO. ON TAPE NO.
I I 1 

Introductory Remarks 
Biographical Mater ia l  
Quackery Invest igat ions and Other Ear ly  

Inspection Work 
Nue Ovo Invest igat ion 
Addi t ional  Biographical Mater ia l  

I," , 

Ear ly  FDA leaders 
Merlek Mineral Water Invest igat ion,  D r .  Ralph 

Weilerstein, D r .  Nelson, Dan W i l l i s  
Enforcement phi  1osophy - Andy Brown, Harry Moore 
John L. Harvey 
Walter G. Campbell 
Paul Dunbar 
Charles Crawford 
George P. Lar r i ck  
Wendel 1 Vincent 
Da i ry  Indust ry  and Other Types o f  Work i n  Denver 

D i s t r i c t  i n  the  1940's and 1950's 
More About Wendel 1 Vincent 
Weems Clevenger 
In tens ive Drug Inspection Program 
More About Weems Clevenger 
Dr. Goddard - Seat t le  D i s t r i c t  - Cnd. Salmon 

I, I, I, 

Aminotriazol i n  Cranberries 
Morton's FDA Award o f  Mer i t  f o r  Suggestion About 

Use o f  Computers f o r  Management Information 
End of Tape 



P .  	 - T h i s  t a p e  i s  b e i n g  made on Augus t  7 ,  1979. I t  i s  an 

i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  A r n o l d  N. M o r t o n .  A r n o l d  came i n t o  

t h e  Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  1939 as an I n s p e c -

t o r  a t  S e a t t l e  D i s t r i c t .  He r e t i  r e d  i n  1970 and a t  

t h a t  t i m e  he was D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I n s p e c t i o n  B ranch  a t  

New York D i s t r i c t .  T h i s  i n t e r v i e w  i s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  a t  

A r n o l d ' s  home n e a r  Pou l sbo ,  Washington.  My name i s  

Bob P o r t e r .  

A r n o l d ,  l e t ' s  g e t  t h i s  t h i n g  s t a r t e d  by  my a s k i n g  

y o u  t o  g i v e  us a t h u m b n a i l  s k e t c h  o f  y o u r  c a r e e r  so  

t h a t  anyone who l i s t e n s  t o  t h e  r e c o r d  w i l l  have some 

i d e a  o f  who y o u  a r e .  

M. 	 - Okay, f i n e  Bob. I t ' s  a r e a l  p l e a s u r e ,  o f  cou rse ,  t o  

s i t  down w i t h  a c o - w o r k e r  f r o m  t h e  p a s t ,  when I was a 

R e s i d e n t  I n s p e c t o r  a t  S a l t  Lake Ci ty,  and s u b s e q u e n t l y  

when I was a C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  a t  Denver  D i s t r i c t .  L e t  

me go back ,  t h e n ,  t o  t h e  f a l l  o f  1939. I came o u t  o f  

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wash ing ton  as a c h e m i s t r y  g r a d u a t e  

w i t h  a c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  o f  g r a d u a t e  work i n  c h e m i s t r y  

and a d d i t i o n a l  work  a t  Woods H o l e  Oceanograph ic  I n s t i -

t u t e  i n  c h e m i c a l  oceanography .  So t h a t  was t h e  g e n e r a l  

background;  my e d u c a t i o n a l  background.  L e t ' s  see, i n  

t h e  summer o f  1938 I had  t a k e n  t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  Exami-  

n a t i o n  and had passed the b i o c h e m i c a l  and t h e  a n a l y t i c a l  

c h e m i c a l  o p t i o n s .  I was i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  



Food and Drug Administration because, during my academic 

life at one o f  the meetings o f  the Chemistry Honorary, 

Mr. Roe, then the Chief o f  Seattle Station o f  the Food 

and Drug Administration, gave us a talk about t h e  new 

law, the new 1938 law at that time, and he certainly 

sparked a great deal o f  interest among a number o f  the 

people who would be graduating o r  who were recent gradu- 

ates at that time; also other members o f  the Chem 

Honorary. S o  that was my first introduction t o  the 

Food and Drug Administration, through the w o r d s  o f  

Robert Roe, Bob Roe. O f  course Bob, all through my 

career then o f  approximately 30, 31 years, w a s  a man 

whom I always looked up t o  and he always was o n e  of 

those men that we feel attracted to professionally and 

personally. Bob Roe later o f  course had high positions 

in Washington, both in management and in scientific en- 

deavors. At the time o f  my interviews for employment 

with the Food and Drug Administration I happened to be 

at Woods Hole, Massachusetts and was intervied by Walter 

Heath, who was then Chief Chemist at Boston Station. 

Walter wanted m e  t o  g o  t o  work f o r  Boston Station, but 

since I was a died-in-the-wool Seattlite, a "Puget 

Sounder", and was j u s t  a little bit shy about going East, 

I prevailed o n  Mr. Heath t o  make the recommendation for 

appointment at Seattle District. I didn't know whether 

the recommended appointment had gone through and was 



r e g i s t e r i n g  i n  t h e  b i o c h e m i s t r y  d e p a r t m e n t  a t  N o r t h -

w e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y .  When t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  d i d  come 

t h r o u g h  I s e i z e d  upon i t  because i t  was an e x c e l l e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t y ,  I f e l t ,  even though  i t  d i d  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  

my p l a n n e d  p rog ram o f  g r a d u a t e  work .  I i m m e d i a t e l y  

g o t  i n t o  t h e  1931 Essex and headed f o r  S e a t t l e  w i t h  my 

l i t t l e  b r i d e  o f  o n l y  a few months.  We g o t  t o  S e a t t l e  

and Bob Roe s a i d ,  " A r n o l d ,  tomor row I want  you  t o  go t o  

San F r a n c i s c o . "  So away we wen t  a f t e r  a b o u t  two days  

as we d i d  have t o  wash some c l o t h e s  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  i n  

f r o m  Ch icago.  Anyway, Bob Roe had us go down t o  San 

F r a n c i s c o  and t h e r e  I met  Jack  Harvey ,  John L.  Harvey ,  

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  Jack  was a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  C h i e f  o f  

t h e  Western  D i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  Food and Drug  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

The Western  D i s t r i c t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  Denver ,  S e a t t l e ,  

San F r a n c i s c o  and Los Ange les  S t a t i o n s ;  each o f  w h i c h  

had l a b o r a t o r i e s .  So we had a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  f a l l  o f  

1939, a t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  f o r  t h e  new a p p o i n t e e s ;  t h e r e  

were a p p r o x i m a t e l y  27 o r  28 o f  us  i n  t h e  g r o u p  some o f  

whom had s i g n e d  o n  as I n s p e c t o r s ,  some as Chemis t s .  M r .  

Ha rvey  gave t h e  new group,  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  p e o p l e  

l i k e  H a r r y  Moore, t h e n  t h e  C h i e f  o f  San F r a n c i s c o  S t a -  

t i o n ,  t h e  j o b  t r a i n i n g  t h e  neophy tes  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  

Western  D i s t r i c t .  We fo rmed  many c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  d u r -  

i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  e x i s t  even t o  t h i s  day. Some o f  



t h e  g roup  a r e  even s t i l l  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Food and Drug 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  such men as I r v  Be rch ,  f r o m  t h e  U n i -  

v e r s i t y  o f  Wash ing ton  and F r e d  L o f s v o l d ,  f r o m  Gonzaga 

U n i v e r s i t y ;  b o t h  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Wash ing ton  o f  c o u r s e .  

I n  t h i s  g roup ,  a l l  o f  us had a  t remendous e s p r i t  de 

c o r p s  and we were i n s t i l l e d  w i t h  what  amounted t o  a l -  

most  	a r e l i g i o u s  z e a l  i n  - the p r o t e c t i o n  o f  consumers 

and i n  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  and t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  p h i l o -  

sophy  t h a t  was w r i t t e n  i n t o  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  1938 

Food, Drug and Cosmet ic  A c t .  

P. 	- T h i s  g r o u p  were a lways  known as 3 9 e r s  and were c e r t a i n -

l y  a p r e t t y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g r o u p  as t h e i r  c a r e e r s  wen t  

a l o n g .  They had many i m p o r t a n t  j o b s .  

M .  	 - W e l l ,  c e r t a i n l y  when I t h i n k  back  on t h e  g r o u p  t h e  I r v  

Berchs ,  t h e  F r e d  L o f s v o l d s ,  and many o f  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  

now i n  r e t i r e m e n t ,  I a lways  f e e l  a sense o f  h u m i l i t y  

because t h e y  were a l l  v e r y  c a p a b l e  men. I f e e l  as 

t hough  M r .  Harvey  and t h e  o t h e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  

s e l e c t i o n  d i d  an o u t s t a n d i n g  j o b  i n  t h e i r  h i r i n g .  How-

e v e r ,  Bob, i t  seems t o  me as t h o u g h  we mus t  r e c o g n i z e  

t h a t  t h e r e  were o t h e r  3 9 e r s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  coun-

t r y  b e i n g  t r a i n e d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  and some o f  t h o s e  l a t e r  

had i n t e r f a c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o u r  San F r a n c i s c o  g roup  

a t  t h a t  t i m e - - p e o p l e  l i k e  W in ton  Rank in ,  who l a t e r  was 

Deputy  Commiss ioner  o f  Food and Drug and p e o p l e  l i k e  



Sam F i n e ,  who was a c o l l e a g u e  o f  m ine ,  Sam was C h i e f  

Chemis t ,  I was C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  a t  Denver  a t  one t i m e .  

So t h e s e  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t e d  f i n e ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  Chemis ts  

and o t h e r  s c i e n t i s t s  and we s h o u l d n ' t  f o r g e t  t h o s e  a t  

a l l  i n  o u r  p r a i s e  o f  t h e  1939 Western  D i s t r i c t  g r o u p .  

However, o f  c o u r s e  we were  a lways  l o y a l  t o  o u r  own and 

I t h i n k  o f  them f i r s t  because o f  such  c l o s e  p e r s o n a l  

c o n t a c t  as a  young I n s p e c t o r .  

F o l l o w i n g  o u r  t r a i n i n g  a t  San F r a n c i s c o ,  I u n d e r -

s t o o d  we were g o i n g  t o  be s e n t  back t o  t h e  S t a t i o n s  t o  

w h i c h  we had been a p p o i n t e d .  Mos t  o f  us were,  however ,  

t h e r e  were some a d j u s t m e n t s  t o  be made and M r .  Harvey  

o f f e r e d  me t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  g o i n g  t o  Los Ange les  as 

an I n s p e c t o r .  I had been a p p o i n t e d  as an I n s p e c t o r ,  

b u t  M r .  Harvey  and h i s  p a n e l  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a l s o  gave me 

t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  j o i n i n g  Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

and h a v i n g  my r a t i n g  changed t o  t h a t  o f  Chemis t ,  f o r  

w h i c h  I was q u a l i f i e d .  I f e l t  i n  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  work 

i n  1939 t h a t  my o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  advancement and f o r  a 

b e t t e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  t o t a l  work  o f  t h e  Food and 

Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m i g h t  w e l l  l i e  i n  a  c a r e e r  i n  i n -  

s p e c t i o n  and, h o p e f u l l y  a t  some t i m e  i n  management. So 

I s e l e c t e d  t o  s t a y  as an I n s p e c t o r .  I can remember 

Jack  Ha rvey  l a u g h i n g  a b o u t  i t  a l i t t l e  b i t  and a s k i n g  

me r a t h e r  i n d e p t h  why Iwanted  t o  be an I n s p e c t o r .  I 

l a u g h e d  and I s a i d ,  "We 1, t h e r e  a  a  number o f  men h e r e  

-5 - 




i n  o u r  g roup  who have t h e i r  PhD's and who w i l l  make 

f i n e  s c i e n t i s t s  f o r  t h e  Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

M r .  Harvey  who d i d n ' t  have a  PhD, l a u g h i n g l y  s a i d ,  

" W e l l  we w o n ' t  h o l d  t h e  PhD a g a i n s t  them.'' And o f  

c o u r s e  many o f  them d i d  advance i n  s c i e n t i f i c  c i r c l e s  

o f  t h e  Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The Mor tons  d i d  

t r a n s f e r .  Then, r a t h e r  <ban g o i n g  back t o  S e a t t l e  

S t a t i o n ,  we d i d  go on t o  Los Ange les  S t a t i o n  and t h e r e  

I had my i n i t i a l  work  as an I n s p e c t o r .  I t  soon be-

came e v i d e n t  t o  me a t  1 0 s  Ange les  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  a  g r e a t  

d e a l  o f  t h e  work  i n v o l v e d  t h e  d e t e c t i o n  and t h e  a n a l y s i s  

o f  samples f o r  f i l t h ,  I d i d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  some e x t e n t  

my e d u c a t i o n a l  knowledge i n  b i o c h e m i s t r y  by t h e  i n -

s p e c t i o n  o f  q u i t e  a few o f  Los Ange les  D i s t r i c t ' s  

" n a t u r e  f a k e r s "  as I sometimes r e f e r  t o  them. The 

" n a t u r e  f a k e r s "  o f  c o u r s e  b e i n g  t h o s e  p e o p l e  who p r e -  

t e n d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p u t t i n g  o u t  some m a r v e l o u  s concoc-

t i o n ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  n u t r i t i o n a l  f i e l d  o r  i n  some t y p e  

o f  d r u g  f i e l d ,  o r  g l a n d u l a r  f i e l d .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  

were m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  d r i e d  g l a n d u l a r  m a t e r i  a l s .  The re  

was no s c i e n t i f i c  e v i d e n c e  wha tsoeve r  t h a t  t h e  d r i e d  

g l a n d u l a r  m a t e r i a l s ,  w i t h  one o r  two e x c e p t i o n s ,  had 

any t h e r a p e u t i c  v a l u e  i n  m e d i c i n e  wha tsoeve r .  So i t  

became p a r t  o f  my j o b  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  

such  p r o d u c t s  and I can remember some o f  them a t  t h a t  



t i m e  had l i t e r a l l y  hundreds  o f  p r o d u c t s  w h i c h  we were 

s u c c e s s f u l  i n  p r o c e e d i n g  a g a i n s t  by  s e i z u r e  and t o  some 

e x t e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  and p r o m o t e r s  o f  them. 

A l s o ,  a l o n g  t h e  same l i n e  and sometimes i n  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  

t h e r e  was t h e  n u t r i t i o n a l  q u a c k e r y  e lemen t ;  t h e  Ada 

A l b e r t i e s ,  and t h e  Ado lphus  Hohenses o f  t h e  t i m e .  The 

Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t - i o n ,  u s i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  

t h e  1938 Food, Drug and Cosmet ic  A c t ,  was q u i t e  success -

f u l  i n  c o u r t  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h a t  many o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  

were e i t h e r  h a r m f u l  o r  u s e l e s s  and m isb randed .  I was 

r a t h e r  a c t i v e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  f i e l d  and d i d  c o n t r i -  

b u t e  t o  some e x t e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I t  must  be remembered, 

however ,  t h a t  a l o t  o f  t h e  young I n s p e c t o r s  d i d  a g r e a t  

d e a l  o f  t h e  l e g  work;  t h i n g s  somewhat d i f f i c u l t  f o r  

o l d e r  I n s p e c t o r s  maybe t o  do, such  as t h e  s a m p l i n g  o f  

b u l k  f o o d s ;  f l o u r ,  b a r r e l s  o f  f o o d s  such  as p i c k l e s  o r  

o l i v e s  and t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  So d u r i n g  t h o s e  y e a r s  i n  

l a t e  1939, ' 4 0 ,  ' 4 1  and e a r l y  1942 I d i d  a l o t  o f  l e g  

work i n  A r i z o n a  and S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .  I t  was an ex-

c e l l e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  work because t h e  

s t a f f  was r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  and we had a new, and some-

what  u n t r i e d  law,  t h a t  had  n o t  been c o m p l e t e l y  e x p l o r e d  

as t o  what  i t s  e f f e c t  m i g h t  be. I r e c a l l ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

one r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  m i s b r a n d i n g .  I had i n s p e c t e d  a  

f i r m  c a l l e d  A r n o l d  P i c k l e  and O l i v e  Company i n  Phoen i x  



a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  b l e n d i n g  d o m e s t i c  o l i v e  o i l  

w i t h  o t h e r  o i l s ,  a l l  d o m e s t i c ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  l a b e l e d  as  

g e n u i n e ,  i m p o r t e d  o l i v e  o i l .  T h i s  was a r e l a t i v e l y  

m i n o r  m i s b r a n d i n g ,  b u t  i t  was s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  was i n -

t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h a t  t h e  new l a w  c e r t a i n l y  c o v e r e d  i t  v e r y  

d e f i n i t e l y  a n d  we w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  b r i n g i n g  a c a s e  

a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o d u c t  a n d  m a k i n g  i t  s t i c k .  The  c o u r t s  

c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  c a s e  q u i t e  f a v o r a b l y  a n d  f e l t  t h a t  i t  

was an i m p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  c o n s u m e r  t o  be  b u y i n g  a n  im-

p o r t e d  o l i v e  o i l  a n d  a c t u a l l y  r e c e i v i n g  d o m e s t i c  o l i v e  

o i l ;  e v e n  t h o u g h  n u t r i t i o n a l l y  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  

same v a l u e .  Anyway,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o o ,  i n  e x p l o r i n g  

A r i z o n a ,  we h a d  a n c i l l a r y  w o r k  s u c h  a s  was g o i n g  o n  

i n  o t h e r  Food  a n d  D r u g  S t a t i o n s ;  o t h e r  Food a n d  D r u g  

a r e a s .  I t h i n k  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  o n e  w i n d o w  d i s p l a y  i n  

P h o e n i x  w h i c h  h e l p e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p r o s e -  

c u t i o n s  a n d  s e i z u r e s  o f  t h e  compound Nue Ovo, t h e  p a -

t e n t  m e d i c i n e  Nue Ovo m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n .  

The  w i n d o w  d i s p l a y  w i t h  p r o p e r  p h o t o g r a p h y  h e l p e d  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  a v e r y  s e r i o u s  m i s b r a n d i n g  f o r  many, many 

s e r i o u s  a f f l i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  p r o d u c t  h a d  n o  

m e r i t  w h a t s o e v e r .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough ,  t h e  Neu Ovo 

c a s e s  w e r e  t r i e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  Tacoma, W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  

b e f o r e  t h e  r a t h e r  f amous ,  o r  some f e e l  p e o p l e  f e e l  i n -

f a m o u s ,  J u d g e  B o l d t .  J u d g e  B o l d t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h e  



one who most  r e c e n t l y  has been i n v o l v e d  w i t h  much con-

t r o v e r s y  o v e r  I n d i a n  f i s h i n g  r i g h t s .  Judge B o l d t  a l s o  

was 	 t h e  p r i c e  c o n t r o l  a  dm i n i s t r a t o r  d u r i n g  I b e l i e v e  

t h e  N i x o n  A d m i n i s t r a t  i o n ;  a t  l e a s t  a p r e v i o u s  a d m i n i -  

s t r a t i o n .  Judge B o l d t  e n u n c i a t e d  some i m p o r t a n t  p r e -  

c e d e n t  l a w  and he was u p h e l d  on appea l  d u r i n g  t h e  

v a r i o u s  a p p e a l s  i n  t h e  Nw Ovo cases .  

P. -	 What p r e c e d e n t  was e s t a b l i s h e d ?  

M. 	 - The p r e c e d e n t ,  o f  cou rse ,  f o r  t h e  m i s b r a n d i n g  o f  t h e  

p r o d u c t ,  b o t h  by  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  o f  t h e  

m i s b r a n d i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  a t  d e s t i n a t i o n ;  such  as demon-

s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  window d i s p l a y  a t  Phoen ix ,  and o t h e r  

t h i n g s  t h a t  s l i p  my m i n d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  They a r e  

sp read ,  o f  cou rse ,  v e r y  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  such vo lumes as 

K l e i n f e l d  and Dunn and i n  v a r i o u s  c o u r t  r e p o r t i n g  r e p o r t s .  

P. 	- L e t  me i n t e r r u p t  you  j u s t  a  m i n u t e  j u s t  t o  see i f  w e ' r e  

g e t t i n g  a r e c o r d i n g  h e r e .  We ' re  on a g a i n  now. 

M. 	 - W e l l ,  Bob, t h o s e  were j u s t  a c o u p l e  o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  i n  

A r i z o n a  and S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .  M r .  Ha rvey ,  much t o  

m y  s u r p r i s e ,  o f f e r e d  me a  j o b  o f  R e s i d e n t  I n s p e c t o r  a t  

S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  U tah ,  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s f e r  as o f  March  o f  

1942.  Remember t h i s  i s  j u s t  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  W o r l d  War I 1  

and i t  i n v o l v e d  some r a t h e r  s e v e r e  p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m s ,  as 

w e l l  as some o f  t h e  p rob lems  w i t h  t h e  w a r ' s  i m p a c t  on 

Food and Drug  work.  

We were i n  S a l t  Lake  t h e n  f o r  abou t ,  l e t ' s  see,  



u n t i l  1 9 4 5  i n  December .  So f r o m  M a r c h  1 9 4 2  t o  December 

o f  ' 4 5  we w e r e  R e s i d e n t  a t  S a l t  L a k e  C i t y .  T h e n . . .  
P .  	 - W h i c h  i s  t h e  t i m e  y o u  a n d  I g o t  t o  know e a c h  o t h e r  

b e c a u s e  I w e n t  t o  S a l t  L a k e  ... 
M. -	 T h a t ' s  t r u e ,  Bob. 

P. -	 . . .w o r k e d  a s  y o u r  j u n i o r  p a r t n e r .  

M .  	 - I was a l w a y s  g l a d  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  a b l e  t o  come t o  S a l t  

L a k e  C i t y  a n d  t h a t  we became s u c h  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  a t  t h a t  

t i m e  b e c a u s e  c e r t a i n l y  o u r  f r i e n d s h i p  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  

h a s  b e e n  p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  b o t h  o f  u s  i n  s o  many, many 

ways .  I c o n s i d e r  y o u ,  Bob, a s  one  o f  my b e s t ,  i f  n o t  

r e a l l y  t h e  b e s t  a n d  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d  i n  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Anyway, l e a v i n g  S a l t  L a k e  a n d  l e a v i n g  

y o u ,  Bob, b e h i n d  t o  c a t c h  u p  w i t h  some o f  my d e f i c i e n -  

c i e s ,  I w e n t  o n  t o  P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n ,  w h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  

we h a d  a s u b - s t a t i o n  o f  S e a t t l e  S t a t i o n .  The s u b - s t a -  

t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a s m a l l  l a b o r a t o r y  w i t h  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  

c  hem i s t s ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  t h r e e  c h e m i s t s  w i t h  a p a r t  

o f  t i m e  f o u r  c h e m i s t s  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  l a b  a n d  a b o u t  t h e  

same number  o f  I n s p e c t o r s .  We h a d  a  l i t t l e  c l e r i c a l  

h e l p  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I was t h e  I n s p e c t o r  i n  c h a r g e  a t  

t h e  t i m e .  R i c h a r d  Edge  was t h e  C h e m i s t  i n  c h a r g e .  I t  

was a s o r t  o f  t w o - h e a d e d  management  t e a m  a n d  we d i d  a 

l o t  o f  v a l u a b l e  w o r k ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  c a n n i n g  a n d  

f r e e z i n g  i n d u s t r y  o f  s o u t h w e s t  W a s h i n g t o n  s t a t e  a n d  o f  

O r e g o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  g e n e r a l  a s s i g n m e n t s .  



F o l l o w i n g  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  a t  P o r t l a n d ,  I f i n a l l y  

w e n t  b a c k  home, s o  t o  s p e a k ,  t o  S e a t t l e .  I ' v e  a l w a y s  

c o n s i d e r e d  S e a t t l e  a s  my u l t i m a t e  home, o r  a t  l e a s t  

t h e  P u g e t  Sound a r e a  a s  my home. So f o r t u n a t e l y  I was 

a b l e  t o  come home a n d  t o  w o r k  u n d e r  a  man who I h a v e  a 

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r ,  b o t h  a s  a p e r s o n  a n d  i n  h i s  

t e c h n i c a l  a n d  Food a n d  D r u g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  T h a t  was 

K e n n e t h  E .  M o n f o r e ,  who was S t a t i o n  C h i e f  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

P o s s i b l y  b y  t h a t  t i m e  i t  was now a D i s t r i c t .  I ' v e  f o r -  

g o t t e n  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  t h a t  S t a t i o n s  became D i s t r i c t s .  

B u t ,  i n  a n y  e v e n t ,  I h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t h e n ,  t o  w o r k  

c l o s e l y  w i t h  Ken M o n f o r e  a s  a n  I n s p e c t o r  a n d  a t  t h e  same 

t i m e  F r e d  L o f s v o l d  f r o m  t h e  c l a s s  o f  ' 3 9  was w o r k i n g  

w i t h  Ken a l s o .  So w i t h  F r e d  a n d  Ken a n d  some o f  t h e  

o t h e r s  t h a t  f o r m e d  a n u c l e u s ,  we d i d  a l o t  o f  c l e a n i n g  

up o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s ;  t h e  f i s h i n g  a n d  c a n n i n g  a n d  f r e e z -  

i n g  i n d u s t r i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p e s t i c i d e  

w o r k  w h i c h  was a l w a y s  i n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  t h e  o r c h a r d s  

a n d  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  N o r t h w e s t .  

P. 	 - M o n f o r e  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  p e s t i c i d e  w o r k  a s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  

o n e  s u b j e c t ,  i f  h e  c o u l d  p i c k  o n e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s u b -  

j e c t  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  c a r e e r ,  i t  was t h a t .  So t h a t  he  

p r o b a b l y  i n f l u e n c e d  y o u  t o  do  a f a i r  amoun t  o f  t h a t  t o o .  

M. 	 - B o t h  a t  P o r t l a n d  a n d  t h e n  o n  my r e t u r n  t o  S e a t t l e ,  I d i d  

do  a m o d e r a t e  amoun t  o f  f i e l d  w o r k  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  



o f  t h e  m i s u s e  o f  p e s t i c i d e s .  T h e r e  was,  of  c o u r s e ,  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a l s o  f o r  h e l p i n g  p e o p l e  i n  

a g r i c u l t u r e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  v a r i o u s  new 

chemica l  e n t i t i e s  t h a t  were b e i n g  u s e d , b o t h  a t  t h e  con-

c l u s i o n  o f  World War I 1 , a n d  t h e n  i n  t h e  y e a r s  s u b s e q u e n t  

t o  World War 11 .  The y e a r s  t h e n  i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 4 0 ' s  a t  

S e a t t l e  S t a t i o n  were a p e r i o d  of  g r o w t h ,  bo th  p e r s o n a l l y  

and of  c o u r s e  w i t h i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t .  The o p p o r t u n i t y  t h e n  

came a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  ' 5 0 ' s  where two of  u s ,  t h e r e  

a t  S e a t t l e  S t a t i o n ,  Doug Hansen,  Douglas  C .  Hansen,  who 
C 

had come back from s e r v i c e  i n  World War 1 1 ,  and I were  

a p p o i n t e d  Ch ie f  I n s p e c t o r s ;  Doug a t  S e a t t l e  and I a t  

Denver D i s t r i c t .  So i n  J u n e  1951 ,  I went  on t o  Denver 

a s  Ch ie f  I n s p e c t o r .  I e n j o y e d  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  t h e r e ;  

p a r t  o f  t h e  t i m e  unde r  Wendell V i n c e n t ,  w i t h  whom I had 

had v e r y  p l e a s a n t  and c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s  when I was R e s i -

d e n t  a t  S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  and p a r t  o f  t h e  t i m e  u n d e r  Ralph 

H o r s t ,  who s u c c e e d e d  Wendell V i n c e n t  a s  Ch ie f  o f  t h e  Dis-

t r i c t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  In  1956 ,  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  p e r -

s o n a l  r e a s o n s ,  I r e q u e s t e d  a t r a n s f e r  back t o  S e a t t l e  

D i s t r i c t .  T h e r e  were  a number o f  t h i n g s  o f  a p e r s o n a l  

n a t u r e  t h a t  I f e l t  were  q u i t e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  my f a m i l y  

and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d i d  a r r a n g e  a t r a n s f e r  t o  S e a t t l e  

D i s t r i c t  a g a i n  a s  a Food and Drug O f f i c e r .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  

I was promoted from Food and Drug O f f i c e r  t o  Deputy D i s t r i c t  



D i r e c t o r .  I g u e s s  i n  t h a t  t ime I was a l s o  a n  A s s o c i a t e  

D i r e c t o r .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was s u c h  a p o s i t i o n  a t  o n e  t i m e ,  

I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n .  

P .  	 - Your  j o b  was w h a t  t o d a y  w o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  a C o m p l i a n c e  

O f f i c e r .  

M.  	 - The  Food  a n d  D r u g  O f f i c e r  was r e a l l y  t h e  D i s t r i c t  D i r e c -  

t o r ' s  r i g h t - h a n d  man i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  r e v i e w ,  a n d  

t h e  h e a r i n g  p r o c e d u r e  p r e l i m i n a r y  t o  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  

c a s e s .  He a l s o  a s s i s t e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A t t o r n e y  

w i t h  t h e  e v i d e n c e  a n d  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  Food a n d  D r u g  

c a s e s  i n  c o u r t .  T h a t  w o r k ,  t h e n ,  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  1 9 6 7 .  

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s  I ' m  s a y i n g  1 9 5 6  t o  1967 ,  a p e r i o d  o f  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 1  y e a r s  i n  w h i c h  I was Ken M o n f o r e ' s  

Food a n d  D r u g  O f f i c e r  a n d  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r .  

I n  1 9 6 7  Ken r e t i r e d  a n d  I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e n  t o ,  

w e l l ,  b e f o r e  t h e  t r a n s f e r  a c t u a l l y  I h a d  t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  

i n  W a s h i n g t o n  i n  a  s p e c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s s i g n e d  b y  

t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h e n  a f t e r  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  i n v e s t i -

g a t i o n  a n d  a s s i g n m e n t ,  I w e n t  o n  t o  New Y o r k  D i s t r i c t  

a s  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  I n s p e c t i o n  B r a n c h  f o r  New Y o r k  u n t i l  

my r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1970.  A c t u a l l y  I r e t i r e d  May 1 ,  1970 ,  

h o w e v e r ,  I d i d  l e a v e  New Y o r k  a l i t t l e  s o o n e r  t h a n  

t h a t  o n  a n n u a l  l e a v e .  I r a t h e r  d i s l i k e d  g o i n g  o u t  o n  

r e t i r e m e n t  b e c a u s e  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  a t  New Y o r k  was s o  

c  ha  l l e n g i n g  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g .  H o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  



t o u r s  o f  d u t y  a t  S e a t t l e ,  I h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  many r o o t s ,  

b o t h  f a m  l y  r o o t s  a n d  i n  o u t s i d e  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  o b l i g a -  

t i o n s  o f  v a r i o u s  t y p e s .  I f e l t  t h a t  i t  was b e t t e r  t o  

t a k e  r e t  r e m e n t  i n  1 9 7 0  t h a n  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  t r y  t o  h a n -

d l e  t h i n g s  o n  b o t h  c o a s t s  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  So t h a t ' s  

b r i e f l y ,  Bob, t h e  t h u m b n a i l  s k e t c h  o f  t h e  c a r e e r  i n  

Food a n d  D r u g  ~ d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I f e e l ,  a n d  I ' v e  a l w a y s  

f e l t  t h a t  i t  was a  w o r t h w h i l e  c a r e e r .  I ' v e  n e v e r  w a n t e d  

a n o t h e r  c a r e e r  a c t u a l l y  a s  I d i d  h a v e  some o f f e r s  a f t e r  
+ 

r e t i r e m e n t  w h i c h  I h a d  t o  r e f u s e .  I r e a l l y  am t h e  t y p e  

o f  p e r s o n  who f e e l s  t h a t  a f t e r  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  a  g o v e r n -

m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a  r e g u l a t o r y  p o s i t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  em-

p l o y e e  s h o u l d  n o t  s e l l  h i s  e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t o  

t h e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r .  I f e e l  a s  t h o u g h  t h a t ' s  somewha t  

b e i n g ,  w e l l  i t ' s  t o o  s e l f  s e r v i n g  f o r  my f e e l i n g s .  So 

I d i d n ' t  g o  t o  w o r k  f o r  a n o t h e r  a g e n c y  o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y  

T h a t  d o e s n ' t  mean t h a t  I am a n t i - i n d u s t r y  i n  a n y  s e n s e ,  

h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  I d o  h a v e  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  

many p e o p l e  a n d  many c o n t a c t s  I made o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  i n  

i n d u s t r i a l  p o s i t i o n s .  

P. 	- I t h i n k  t h i s  m o r n i n g  t h e r e ' s  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  l i n e s  t h a t  

I w o u l d  l i k e  y o u  t o  f o l l o w  a n d  y o u  c a n  k i n d  o f  c a l l  i t  

t h e  way y o u  w a n t  i t .  I w o u l d  l i k e  y o u  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  

some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  who w e r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  A d m i n i -  

s t r a t i o n ;  t o  e n o u g h  d e t a i l  s o  we c a n  g e t  a f e e l i n g  o f  w h a t  

k i n d  o f  p e o p l e  t h e y  a r e .  You t a l k e d  a b o u t  H a r v e y  a n d  



e 
you ment ioned  p e o p l e  l i k e  V i n c e n t  and s o  on.  I f  you 

would l i k e  t o  e l a b o r a t e  a l i t t l e  b i t  on p e o p l e ,  y o u r  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  p e o p l e  a t  t h e  Commiss ioners  l e v e l ,  o r  

D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r s  l e v e l ,  f i n e .  I f  t h e r e ' s  some c a s e s  

t h a t  you were i n v o l v e d  i n  l i k e  you d i s c u s s e d  t h e  Nue 

Dvo c a s e ,  l e t ' s  b r i n g  t h o s e  i n .  A n d  t h e n  maybe l a t e r  

I would l i k e  t o  a s k  you some q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  e f f e c t s  

o f  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p o l i c y  changes  and s o  on o v e r  t h e  

y e a r s  on t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and a n y t h i n g  e l s e  you want  

t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  I t ' s  y o u r  t a p e .  

M .  	 - I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  good ,  Bob. 1 ' 1 1  be g l a d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  a 

few p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t h a t  we e n j o y e d ,  maybe some of  them 

t h a t  we d i d n ' t  e n j o y  i n  t h e  Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

P .  	 - I want you t o  s a y  some t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e n ' t  on t h e  w r i t t e n  

r e c o r d  i f  you w i l l  

M .  	 - I  d o n ' t  want  t o  c a s t i g a t e  a t  t h i s  l a t e  d a t e  some poor  

s o u l s  t h a t  saw some t h i n g s  somewhat d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  

we may have .  Going back though t o  my f e e l i n g s  a s  a 

young c h e m i s t  coming o u t  o f  t h e  academic  w o r l d ,  I  d i d  

have  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  t h e  Un ive r -  

s i t y ,  b u t  my f  

a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  

f i e l d ,  p e o p l e  

rectors  a t  t h a t  

were such  b roa  

rs t  i m p r e s s i o n  of  a l l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  

p e o p l e  bo th  i n  Washington and i n  t h e  

i k e  Harvey and t h e  v a r i o u s  S t a t i o n  D i -

t i m e ,  S t a t i o n  C h i e f s ,  I f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  

-minded p e o p l e  compared w i t h  some of  



t h e  n a r r o w  m i n d s  t h a t  we s e e  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e s  a n d  o f  

c o u r s e  i n  i n d u s t r y  i t s e l f .  My e x p e r i e n c e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  

h a d  b e e n  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  p e o p l e  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l  

a n d  I was r a t h e r  amazed a t  how v e r y  b r o a d - m i n d e d ,  how 

o b j e c t i v e  a n d  how i n t e r e s t e d  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  Food  a n d  

D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w e r e  i n  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  y o u n g  

I n s p e c t o r s  a n d  C h e m i s t s  a n d  o t h e r  s c i e n t i s t s ,  b a c t e r i o -

l o g i s t s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  One o f  t h e  v e r y  e a r l y  t r i a l s ,  e v e n  

b e f o r e  I h a d  a  y e a r  i n  Food a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  I 

c o l l e c t e d  some s a m p l e s  o f  M e r l e k  M i n e r a l  W a t e r  i n  

P h o e n i x  a n d  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  s e i z u r e  t r i a l .  M e r l e k  

M i n e r a l  W a t e r  was a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p r o d u c t  i n  t h a t  i t  was 

P a c i f i c  Ocean w a t e r  t a k e n  a t  a  c e r t a i n  s p o t ,  somewhat  

w e s t e r l y  a n d  somewhat  n o r t h e r l y  o f  t h e  G o l d e n  G a t e ,  a n d  

t h a t  was s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  t h e  m a g i c  s p o t ,  a n d  i t  was s o  

p r o m o t e d  a n d  t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean w a t e r  was s e l l i n g  a t  

t h a t  t i m e  i n  1 9 4 0  f o r  a b o u t  $20  a g a l l o n .  I t  was s o l d  

a s  a m i n e r a l  w a t e r  a n d  a  c u r e - a l l .  To g i v e  some i d e a  

o f  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  i t  t h e r e  w e r e  p u r p o r t e d l y  a t  l e a s t  

5,000 u s e r s  o f  M e r l e k  M i n e r a l  W a t e r  i n  M a r i c o p a  C o u n t y ,  

A r i z o n a .  So i t  was, e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  m i s b r a n d i n g s  may 

h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  r a t h e r  n o n s e n s i c a l  b y  a s c i e n t i f i -

c a l l y  t r a i n e d  p e r s o n ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  h a d  a t r e m e n d o u s  

i m p a c t  o n  o l d  p e o p l e  a n d  o t h e r s  who b e l i e v e d  t h i s  t y p e  

o f  f a k e r y .  I n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  t r i a l  a n d  i n  



t h e  t r i a l  i t s e l f ,  I had an e x p o s u r e  t o  some p e o p l e  who, 

a l l  t h r o u g h  my c a r e e r  had a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n f l u e n c e  bo th  

on Food and Drug c a s e s ,  c a s e  l aw ,  c a s e  m e d i c a l  l aw ,  and 

s o  on .  One of  them was Dr. Ralph We1 e r s t e i n .  Dr. Ralph 

had come o u t  from t h e  Bureau o f  Medic ne i n  Washington 

a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  w h a t e v e r  t h e  name o f  t h e  p r e d e c e s s o r  

of t h e  Bureau of  Med ic ine  was ,  and Ra p h  was o u r  med ica l  

o f f i c e r .  I was a s t o n i s h e d  a t  h i s  t remendous  v i g o r  and 

h i s  knowledge of  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  q u a c k e r y  and h i s  

a b i l i t y  t o  p u t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  f a c e t s  t o g e t h e r  t o  

form a c a s e .  A p a r t  o f  t h e  q u a c k e r y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  

Merlek a l s o  i n v o l v e d  n u t r i t  ona l  q u a c k e r y .  Dr. Elmer 

Nelson came o u t  t o  t h e  t r i a  . Dr. N e l s o n ,  i t  may be 

r e c a l l e d ,  was one of  t h o s e ,  who a s  a g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t ,  

worked on t h e  o r i g i n a l  S t eenbock  p a t e n t s  a t  t h e  Un ive r -  

s i t y  o f  Wiscons in  on t h e  a c t i v a t i o n  o f  e r g o s t e r o l  t o  form 

v i t a m i n  D .  Elmer was a wor ld  a u t h o r i t y  a t  t h a t  t i m e  on 

n u t r i t i o n  and on v i t a m i n s ,  m i n e r a l  c o n t e n t  o f  f o o d s  and 

o t h e r  p r e p a r a t i o n s .  He o f f e r e d  j u s t  m a r v e l o u s  e x p e r t  

t e s t i m o n y  a t  t h e  Merlek t r i a l ,  l i k e n i n g  t h e  amount of  

m i n e r a l  g a i n e d  from t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  d o s a g e  o f  t h e  medi- 

c i n e ,  t h e  n o s t r u m ,  t o  t h e  amount of  m i n e r a l  you migh t  

g e t  o u t  o f  d r i n k i n g  a g l a s s  of  Phoenix  c i t y  w a t e r  each  

day .  So h e r e  were  two v e r y  f o r c e f u l ,  v e r y  knowledgeab le  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t h a t ,  a s  a young I n s p e c t o r  I l e a r n e d  s o  

much from t h a t  I ' l l  a l w a y s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  be i n  t h e i r  d e b t  



f o r  t h a t  t y p e  o f  k n o w l e d g e .  An a d d i t i o n a l  p e r s o n  who 

was a c r u s t y  g e n t l e m a n  t h a t  I e n j o y e d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a t  

t h a t  t i m e  was t h e  man who,  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  was an 

A s s i s t a n t  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  i n  c h a r g e  o f  Food a n d  D r u g  

m a t t e r s ,  D a n i e l  W i l l i s ,  "Dan"  W i l l i s .  Dan w o r k e d  on 

t h e  M e r l e k  c a s e .  W e l l ,  t h i s  i n  a  s o r t  o f  a m i c r o c o s m  

g a v e  me a c c e s s  t o  a v e r y - b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  i t  

t a u g h t  me s o  much w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Food and  D r u g  l a w  

t h r o u g h  Dan W i l l i s '  e y e s ,  t o  m e d i c i n e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  

e y e s  o f  D r .  W e l l e r s t e i n  a n d  t o  n u t r i t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  

t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  o f  E l m e r  N e l s o n .  So t h a t  was a v e r y  

i n t e r e s t i n g  c a s e  t o  me. O f  c o u r s e  I o f f e r e d  my t e s t i -  

mony t o o  a s  t o  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  p a r t  o f  t h e  c a s e  a n d  i t  

g a v e  me my f i r s t  t e s t i m o n y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a Food  a n d  

D r u g  c a s e .  

P. -	 D i d  we w i n  t h a t  c a s e ?  

M .  	 - We won t h e  c a s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  was q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  

t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  d e f e n s e  

c o u n s e l  h a d  a h e a r t  a t t a c k  a n d  d i e d  n e a r  t h e  e n d  o f  

t h e  c a s e .  We w e r e  v e r y  much a f r a i d  t h a t  t h i s  m i g h t  

h a v e  an e m o t i o n a l  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  j u r y .  However ,  t h e  

j u r y  h e l d  w i t h  t h e  e v i d e n c e  a n d  t o o k  v e r y  l i t t l e  t i m e  

i n  m a k i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  

t h e  c a s e .  However ,  t h e r e  was a n  a d d i t i o n a l  c a s e  i n  

t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o m o t o r s  o f  M e r l e k .  A l l  

t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  30 y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  Food  

a n d  D r u g ,  y o u  know Bob,  we d o n ' t  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e s e  



n o s t r u m s ,  t h e s e  q u a c k  m e d i c i n e s .  T h e y  c o n t i n u e  a n d  

t h e y  s p r i n g  u p  i n  v a r i o u s  f o r m s .  Even i n  t h e  ' 7 0 ' s  

I h a v e  r e a d  o f  o c e a n  w a t e r  b e i n g  p r o m o t e d  u n d e r  d i f -  

f e r e n t  names o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  u s e  t h e  o l d  M e r l e k ,  

t h e  " m i l k  o f  t h e  s e a "  i n  F r e n c h ,  t y p e  o f  l a b l e ,  b u t  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  shows t h a t  we h a v e  t o  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  

v i g i l a n c e  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  a t t e n t i o n  b o t h  t o  r i g i d  e n -

f o r c e m e n t  a n d  t h r o u g h  p r o p e r  f i n a n c i n g ,  p r o p e r  a p p r o -  

p r i a t i o n s  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h  i n  o r d e r  t o  a t  

l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  c o n t r o l  t h i s  t y p e  o f  i m p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  

c o n s u m i n g  p u b l i c .  T h e s e  t h i n g s  h a v e  a t r e m e n d o u s  i m -

p a c t ,  t o o ,  o n  p e o p l e  t h a t  c a n  ill a f f o r d  t h a t  t y p e  o f  

e x p e n s i v e  and  n e f f e c t i v e  t r e a t m e n t .  

P. 	 - You know I c o l  e c t e d  a s a m p l e  o f  one  o f  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  

s i m i l a r  w a t e r s  I r e c a l l  d u r i n g  o u r  t i m e  i n  S a l t  L a k e ,  

t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  i m p r e s s e d  me when I became a  y o u n g  I n -

s p e c t o r  and  s t a r t e d  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  q u a c k e r y  was t h a t  

how l o y a l  t h e s e  c u s t o m e r s ,  who w e r e  r e a l l y  b e i n g  g y p p e d ,  

how l o y a l  t h e y  w e r e  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t ;  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  

t h e y  s o m e t i m e s  w o u l d n ' t  e v e n  a l l o w  an I n s p e c t o r  i n  t h e  

h o u s e  o r  t a l k  t o  them. You s e e  t h i s  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a n d  

o v e r  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e s e  p r o d u c t s .  T h a t  t h e y  somehow 

a l m o s t  m e s m e r i z e d  t h e  p e o p l e  who u s e  i t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  

w h e r e  t h e y  p r o t e c t  t h e  v e r y  p e r s o n  who. . .  

M .  	 - . . .w h o ' s  a c t u a l l y  i n j u r i n g  them.  And s o m e t i m e s  t o  t h e  

p o i n t  o f  d e a t h .  



P .  -	 C e r t a i n l y  r i p p i n g  t h e m  o f f ;  a t  l e a s t  t h a t .  

M .  	 - O f  c o u r s e  a s  t h e  t a p e  p l a i n l y  shows,  Bob a n d  I h e r e  

a r e  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  w h i c h  t o  t h e  y o u n g  I n -

s p e c t o r s  t h a t  e n t e r e d  Food  a n d  D r u g  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  

1 9 3 8  l a w  was p a s s e d  became a  t y p e  o f  r e l i g i o n  a n d  

m o r a l i t y ,  a n d  we f e l t  a z e a l ,  w h i c h  I t h i n k  r e a l l y  

o r i g i n a t e d  b a c k  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  D r .  W i l e y ,  i n  1 9 0 6  

when D r .  W i l e y  was e n g a g i n g  i n  h i s  c r u s a d e s  f o r  p u r e  

f o o d s  a n d  d r u g s .  

R e t u r n i n g ,  t h e n ,  f o r  a  m i n u t e  t o  p e r s o n a l  t i e s ,  

t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  p e o p l e  s u c h  a s  Andy B rown  who 

was S t a t i o n  C h i e f  a t  L o s  A n g e l e s .  Andy was an 01 d ,  

o l d  l i n e  I n s p e c t o r .  So was H a r r y  M o o r e  a n d  t h e  s e  men 

a d d e d  a d i m e n s i o n  o f  v e r v e  a n d  i n t e r e s t  a n d  h i s t o r y  

a t  t h a t  t i m e .  T h e y  w e r e  I n s p e c t o r s  who h a d  t o  t r a v e l  

b y  r a i l r o a d  t r a i n s  t o  t a k e  s a m p l e s  a n d  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

s a m p l e s  b a c k  t o  t h e  Food  and  D r u g  l a b s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

I c a n  remember  s t i l l ,  Andy a n d  H a r r y  b o t h  s a y i n g  i n  

e f f e c t ,  " W e l l  i f  I c o u l d  h a v e  j u s t  r e c e i v e d  m o r e  i n f o r -

m a t i o n  o u t  o f  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y ,  I c o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  much 

m o r e  g o o d  a n d  have c o r r a l e d  many m o r e  o f  t h e  a d u l t e r a t e d  

p r o d u c t s  t h a t  I e n c o u n t e r e d  a t  t h e  t me." 

P. 	- D u r i n g  a  p e r i o d  when t h e y  w e r e  y o u n g  I n s p e c t o r s ,  t h e  

l a b o r a t o r y  a n d  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  p e o p l e  h a d  no l o c a l  c o n -

n e c t i o n  a t  a l l .  The  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i  s t e d  I s u p p o s e  i n  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  b u t  i t  w a s n ' t  l i k e  i t ' s  b e e n  i n  a l l  o u r  



y e a r s  w h e r e  t h e r e  was a l a b o r a t o r y  m o r e  o r  l e s s  t e a m e d  

w i t h  t h e  I n s p e c t o r s .  

M .  	 - M r .  H a r v e y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was t h e  d o m i n a n t  p e r s o n a  i t y  i n  

t h e  W e s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I a l w a y s  f e  t t h a t  

he  i n f l u e n c e d  many o f  t h e  I n s p e c t o r s  a n d  C h e m i s t s  t o  do  

n o t  o n l y  j u s t  t h e i r  j o b ,  b u t  t o  d e v o t e  t h e i r ,  p r o b a b l y  

t h e i r  e n t i r e  w a k i n g  h o u r s ,  t o  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  how t o  

d e v e l o p  a n d  how t o  e d u c a t e  a n d  how t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  c o n -

sumer  a g a i n s t  t h e  v a r i o u s  a d u l t e r a t e d  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  we 

f o u n d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  i n s p e c t i o n s  a n d  a n a l y s e s .  

M r .  H a r v e y  was a  man who c o u l d  a l m o s t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t a l k  

a b o u t  a n y  s u b j e c t  i n  g r e a t  d e p t h  a n d  d o  i t  v e r y  e f f e c -  

t i v e l y ,  e i t h e r  i n  a s m a l l  g r o u p  o r  i n  a l a r g e  g r o u p .  

I ' m  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  h e  was o n e  o f  t h o s e  f o r t u n a t e  p e r -

s o n s  who h a d  a p h o t o g r a p h i c  memory.  As a m a n a g e r ,  he  

h a d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  d e l e g a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y .  A l s o ,  h e  h a d  

t h e  f a c u l t y  w i t h  t h i s  p h o t o g r a p h i c  memory o f  f o c u s i n g  

o n  s m a l l  d e t a i l s  i n  o r d e r  t o  make a m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  J a c k  H a r v e y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w o u l d  know i f  

a p a r t i c u l a r  a u t o m o b i l e  was o u t  o f  l i n e  i n  t h e  f l e e t  

o f  L o s  A n g e l e s  D i s t r i c t  - - ( r e m e m b e r i n g  t h a t  h e  was 

s t a t i o n e d  a t  San F r a n c i s c o ) ,  he  w o u l d  remember  t h e  

m i l e a g e  f i g u r e s  a n d  t h e  g a s o l i n e  f i g u r e s  o n  a g i v e n  

f l e e t  c a r .  

P. -	 I s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

M. 	 - I ' v e  s e e n  h i m  a l s o  remember  t h a t  a  c a r ,  w h i c h  h a d  s u f -  

f e r e d  a n  a c c i d e n t ,  h a d  t h i s  a c c i d e n t  a t  t h e  v e r y  same 



i n t e r s e c t i o n  a s  a p r e v i o u s  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  

i n  a p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  W i t h  a memory o f  t h a t  t y p e ,  he 

h a d  a r a t h e r  p e r s o n a l  a n d  d e e p  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  e a c h  

o f  h i s  men t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 1  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s .  I r e a l l y  

f e e l  a s  t h o u g h  many o f  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  a t  t h a t  t i m e  h a d  a  

warm a n d  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g  f o r  M r .  H a r v e y .  L i k e  a n y o n e  

e l s e  J a c k  h a d  h i s  d e t r a c t o r s ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  f e w  a n d  

f a r  b e t w e e n .  I f e l t  o f t e n  t h a t  i t  i n v o l v e d  r a t h e r  u n -

j u s t  t h i n g s  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  t h e r e  a r e  a l w a y s  i n  a n y  o r -

g a n i z a t i o n  some p e t t y  j e a l o u s i e s .  My f e e l i n g  o n  i t  

was t h a t  he was a  v e r y  b r o a d - m i n d e d  man. L a t e r  i n  

c o n t a c t s  a f t e r  he  was i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  W a s h i n g -  

t o n  a n d  was D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  Food a n d  D r u g  a n d  

t e s t i f i e d  f o r  many c o n g r e s s i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e s ,  I f e l t  

t h a t  H a r v e y  b o r e  a f a r  g r e a t e r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  

c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  t h a n  a n y  one  man s h o u l d .  O f  c o u r s e  

i n d u s t r y  was a l w a y s  h i s  a n t a g o n i s t  b e c a u s e  h e  was a n  

e f f e c t i v e  e n f o r c e r .  I a l w a y s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  f e l t  t h a t  

i t  was i n c u m b e n t  o n  some o f  t h e  y o u n g e r  men t o  t r a i n  

t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t a k e  h i s  p l a c e  when h e  no l o n g e r  c o u l d  

f u n c t i o n  a f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  a n d  s o  on .  A c t u a l l y  

was somewhat  d i s m a y e d  when J a c k  H a r v e y  f i n a l l y  d i d  

r e t i r e  b e c a u s e  J a c k  was s o  e f f e c t i v e  i t  was h a r d  t o  

c o n c e i v e  o f  a n y  man b e i n g  a s  e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  

a n d  h e a r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  c o n s u m e r  i n -

t e r e s t s  a s  J a c k  H a r v e y  was t h r o u g h  many y e a r s .  H i s  

I 



t r a i n i n g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  as  a n  I n s p e c t o r  was u n d e r  t h e  d a y s  

o f  W a l t e r  C a m p b e l l  a n d  I h a d  no o p p o r t u n i t y  r e a l l y  t o  

know M r .  C a m p b e l l .  C a m p b e l l  was t h e  Food and  D r u g  Com- 

m i s s i o n e r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i n  1940  a n d  I d i d  m e e t  h i m  on 

o n e  o c c a s i o n .  I r e a l l y  h a d  n o  i m p r e s s i o n  e x c e p t  t h a t  

he was a v e r y  a u s t e r e ,  r a t h e r  d i g n i f i e d  and  c e r t a i n l y  

a f i n e  p h y s i c a l  s p e c i m e n  o f  a man. The m e e t i n g  was i n  

a g r o u p  so t h a t  my c h a n c e  o f  r e a l l y  e x p l o r i n g  h i s  p e r -

s o n a l i t y  was n o n - e x i s t e n t .  M r .  C a m p b e l l  was f o l l o w e d ,  
+ 

a s  I remember ,  b y  D r .  D u n b a r .  D r .  D u n b a r  was a s c i e n t i s t ,  

a v e r y  l o w - k e y  g e n t l e m a n ,  a  man t h a t  y o u  c o u l d  d e p e n d  o n  

who w o u l d  a l w a y s  be  g e n t l e  w i t h  h i s  p e o p l e .  I n e v e r  

h e a r d  h i m  d u r i n g  my c o n t a c t s  w i t h  h i m  e v e r  c r i t i c i z e  

a n o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  o b v i o u s  m i s t a k e s  o r  d e f i c i e n c i e s .  

A f t e r  a l l ,  he d i d n ' t  a s  f a r  a s  I know,  e v e r  c r i t i c i z e  

me f o r  some o f  my d e f i c i e n c i e s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  P a u l  

D u n b a r  d i d  t a k e  e v e r y  o c c a s i o n  t h a t  he  c o u l d ,  i n  my 

e x p e r i e n c e ,  t o  o f f e r  a l e t t e r  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o r  t o  g i v e  

t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a c e r t a i n  amount  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

i n  k n o w i n g  t h a t  h e  knew t h a t  t h e y  h a d  d o n e  a j o b  s a t i s -

f a c t o r i l y  o r  e v e n  a n  e x c e l l e n t  j o b  o n  o c c a s i o n .  So I 

h a d  a v e r y  warm f e e l i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  D r .  D u n b a r  was 

h e a d i n g  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  when c o u p l e d  

w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  J a c k  H a r v e y  I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  t w o  

men p e r s o n i f i e d  f o r  me t h e  b e s t  o f  consumer  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  



t h e  b e s t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  b e s t  o f  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  t h a t  

y o u  c o u l d  f i n d  i n  a c a r e e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I c e r t a i n l y  

d i d  f e e l  t h a t  many o f  o u r  p e o p l e  t r j e d  t o  p a t t e r n  t h e i r  

p h i l o s o p h y ,  t r i e d  t o  p a t t e r n  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  

p e r s o n a l i t y  a f t e r  t h e s e - - s h o u l d  I c a l l  t hem m i d t e r m  

Food and  D r u g  l e a d e r s ?  T h e y  may h a v e  b e e n  e a r l y  l e a d e r s ,  

b u t  f r o m  o u r  p r e s e n t  a s p e c t ,  a c t u a l l y  t h e y  w e r e  men 

who fo rmed  t h e ,  p r o b a b l y  t h e  b a s i s  f o r ,  s h a l l  we s a y ,  

t h e  u n i v e r s e  o f  Food  a n d  D r u g  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  

n a t i o n .  

L e t ' s  s e e ,  P a u l  D u n b a r  was s u c c e e d e d ,  t h e n ,  b y  

M r .  C r a w f o r d ,  C h a r l i e  C r a w f o r d .  I h a d  a f e w  v e r y  

b r i e f  a n d  p l e s a n t  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  C r a w f o r d ,  who o c c a s -

i o n a l l y  v i s i t e d  t h e  f i e l d .  H i s  c a r e e r ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  

was a l o n g  t e r m  Food  a n d  D r u g  s c i e n t i s t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  

M r .  C r a w f o r d  was n o t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  h e a l t h  r e a s o n s  I 

b e l i e v e ,  a l o n g  t e r m  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  C o m m i s s i o n e r .  D u r -

i n g  t h o s e  f e w  y e a r s  t h a t  he  was C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  h e  c e r -

t a i n l y  t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  f i e l d  i n t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n -  

m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  he  was o u t  i n  t h e  

f i e l d  o n  a number  o f  o c c a s i o n s  m o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  y o u  

w o u l d  e x p e c t  f r o m  a  new C o m m i s s i o n e r  and  m a k i n g  p e r -  

s o n a l  c o n t a c t s .  I showed y o u ,  Bob, y e s t e r d a y  a  p i c t u r e  

o f  a p i c n i c  a t  D e n v e r  D i s t r i c t  t a k e n  a t  t h e  t i m e  M r .  

C r a w f o r d  was C o m m i s s i o n e r .  He a c t u a l l y  t o o k  t h e  p i c t u r e  

a n d  was i n  i t .  He s e t  t h e  camera  a n d  g o t  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  



p i c t u r e .  The r e t i r e m e n t  o f  M r .  C r a w f o r d  o f  c o u r s e  was 

t h e  m o s t  s e v e r e  b l o w  t o  many o f  u s  i n  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  we c e r t a i n l y  h a d  a  m o s t  c o m p e t e n t  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  i n  G e o r g e  L a r r i c k ,  who c o n t i n u e d  a n d  e x -

p a n d e d  t h e  consumer  p r o t e c t i o n  t h a t  we h a d  l e a r n e d  t o  

e x p e c t  w i t h  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s ;  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  a n  

A s s i s t a n t  o r  a D e p u t y  t o - D r .  D u n b a r .  G e o r g e  L a r r i c k  

was a l w a y s  v e r y  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h o s e  o f  u s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  

a n d  h e  was a l w a y s  s y m p a t h e t i c  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  we 

w o u l d  d i s c u s s  w i t h  h i m  i n  p e r s o n  when he  v i s i t e d  t h e  

f i e l d  D i s t r i c t s .  We, o f  c o u r s e ,  w i t h  t h e  d u a l  l e a d e r -

s h i p  - o f  G e o r g e  L a r r i c k  a n d  J a c k  H a r v e y  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  

f e l t  t h a t  t h o s e  o f  u s  i n  t h e  West  h a d  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e -

s e n t a t i o n  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  we e n c o u n t e r e d .  

We f e l t  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  i n t e r e s t s  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  

b e i n g  s e r v e d  m o s t  a d e q u a t e l y  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  

o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  

a l w a y s  seemed somewhat  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  t h e  immense j o b  

t h a t  we p e r c e i v e d  s h o u l d  b e  done.  T h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  

t r u e  w i t h  many a g e n c i e s ,  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h i s  l i n e  

o f  w o r k  i t  a l w a y s  seemed a s  t h o u g h  t h o s e  o f  u s  i n  t h e  

f i e l d  n e e d e d  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d s  f o r  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  w o r k  

t h a t  r e a l l y  h a d  a l a r g e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  t h e  

p o c k e t b o o k  o f  t h e  c o n s u m e r .  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h i n g s ,  



a s  I s a y ,  t h e  q u a c k e r y  d i d  s p r i n g  u p  c o n t i n u o u s l y  even 

a f t e r  we though we had l a i d  i t  t o  r e s t .  Even t o d a y  w i t h  

t h e  r e s u r g e n c e  o f  such  things a s  K r e b i o z i n  and  w i t h  t h e  

r e s u r g e n c e  of  L a e t r i l e  and a l l ,  t h o s e  of  us t h a t  worked 

s o  i n t e n s e l y  on t r y i n g  t o  c o r r a l  t h e  q u a c k e r y ,  and p a r -

t i c u l a r l y  t h e  q u a c k e r y  i n  s e r i o u s  d i s e a s e s  s u c h  a s  c a n -

c e r ,  f e e l  a s  though i f  a l i t t l e  more g e n e r o s i t y  had 

been shown by Congres s  i n  t h o s e  y e a r s ,  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  a v a i l a b l e ,  w i t h  o l d  l i n e  Food and D r u g  p e o p l e  

such  a s  Harvey and L a r r i c k  and Paul  Dunbar,  t h a t  we .I 

c o u l d  have once  and  f o r  a l l  d i s p o s e d  of  them. T h i s  may 

be a l i t t l e  u n r e a l i s t i c ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  I do  f e e l  

a s  though some o f  them c o u l d  have been l a i d  t o  r e s t  a 

l i t t l e  more f i r m l y .  

Going on t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  of  George L a r r i c k ,  

he was a lways  a f a s t ,  a c t i v e  man and I remember h i m  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  h i s  wan t ing  t o  expand t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  f i e l d  l a b o r a t o r i e s .  Dur ing  h i s  t i m e  

a s  Commiss ioner ,  t h i s  t y p e  of  program was i n s t i t u t e d ,  

and we d i d  have an u p g r a d i n g  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  e q u i p -  

ment of  t h e  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  and i n  some c a s e s ,  t h e  open-  

i n g  o f ,  w e l l  we had t h e  open ing  o f  D e t r o i t  D i s t r i c t ;  one 

o f  t h e  f i r s t  new l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  new d i s t r i c t s ,  i n  many 

many y e a r s  a l l  t h r o u g h  o u r  c a r e e r ,  Bob. T h i s  t y p e  o f  

e x p a n s i o n  s h o u l d  have been p o s s i b l e  b e f o r e ,  b u t  i t  w a s n ' t  



Decause  o f  r e s t r i c t i v e  f i n a n c i n g .  I t  was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  e n t h u s i a s m  a t ,  e i t h e r  t h e  g r a s s -  

r o o t s  l e v e l  o r  a t  t h e  t o p  management  l e v e l  o f  t h e  A d m i n i -  

s t r a t i o n  i n  t h o s e  y e a r s  i n  t h e  l a t e  l . 4 0 ' ~  a n d  t h e  ' 5 0 1 s ,  

e a r l y  ' 6 0 ' s .  

P. 	- W e l l ,  A r n o l d ,  we b o t h  w o r k e d  f o r  W e n d e l l  V i n c e n t  f o r  

q u i t e  a l o n g  t i m e  and  y o u  w o r k e d  f o r  h i m  i n  D e n v e r  d u r -  

i n g  h i s  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  b e f o r e  h e  r e t i r e d  a n d  I t h i n k  

i t  w o u l d  b e  n i c e  i f  y o u  k i n d  o f  gave  y o u r  i m p r e s s i o n s  

o r  t o l d  n a r r a t i v e s  o r  i n s t a n c e s  o r  w h a t e v e r  y o u  w a n t  

t o  a b o u t  h i m .  

M.  -	 W e n d e l l  V i n c e n t  was a  v e r y  d y n a m i c ,  h a r d  w o r k i n g  C h i e f .  

I h a d  n o  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  W e n d e l l  when h e  was 

C h i e f  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  b e f o r e  M r .  H a r v e y .  However ,  

when I w e n t  t o  S a l t  L a k e  C i t y  i n  1 9 4 2 ,  W e n d e l l  was a t  

t h a t  t i m e  t h e  C h i e f  o f  t h e  D e n v e r  S t a t i o n .  We became 

v e r y  c l o s e  c o l l e a g u e s  o f  c o u r s e ,  a n d  h e l p e d  e a c h  o t h e r  

f r e q u e n t l y  o n  t h e  t e l e p h o n e ;  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  V i n c e n t  

w o u l d  g e t  t o  S a l t  L a k e  a n d  I w o u l d  g e t  t o  D e n v e r .  So 

i n  t h a t  way we d i d  h a v e  a r a t h e r  c l o s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e -

l a t i o n s h i p .  I d i d  h a v e  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e e  V i n c e n t  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 4 0 ' s  when he  h a d  h i s  f u l l  f a c u l t i e s .  I 

was a b l e  t o  j u d g e  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  j u d g e  h i m  p r o f e s -  

s i o n a l l y .  V i n c e n t  was a man who was c o m p l e t e l y  d e d i -  

c a t e d  t o  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  h e  was a 

man who was w i l l i n g  t o  p u t  h i s  own n e c k  o n  t h e  b l o c k ,  

s o  t o  s p e a k ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  a j o b  d o n e .  I n  t h a t  



s e n s e  V i n c e n t  was a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  t h i n k e r , a n d  o f t e n  

t i m e s  I ' m  s u r e  was a t  v a r i a n c e  i n  h i s  t h i n k i n g  w i t h  

t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  p o l i c y  as  i t  was e n u n c i a t e d  i n  

W a s h i n g t o n .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  V i n c e n t  r a n  h i s  D i s t r i c t  

i n  t h e  way he  f e l t  i t  s h o u l d  i t  be  r u n  a n d  i n  o r d e r  

t o  g e t  t h e  maximum amoun t  o f  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  o u t  

o f  h i s  b u d g e t .  T h e r e  w e r e  t h o s e  o f  c o u r s e  t h a t  f e l t  

t h a t  he h a d  many p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m s  a n d  t h a t  t h o s e  

p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m s  d i d  a f f e c t  h i s  e f f i c i e n c y .  H o w e v e r ,  

a t  no  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  a l m o s t  f o u r  y e a r s  

I was a t  S a l t  L a k e , d i d  I o b s e r v e  t h a t  t h i s  was i n  f a c t  

t r u e .  So I n e v e r  c o u l d  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d ,  a n d  I h a d  

no e x p e r i e n c e  o f  h i s  h a v i n g  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  t h e  

w o r k .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  I f e l t  t h a t  V i n c e n t  a t  t h e  

t i m e  h a d  t h e  v e r y  d e f i n i t e  f i n e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  

b e i n g  a b l e  t o  d e v e l o p  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  t o  d e v e l o p  i n i a -

t i v e  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  among h i s  I n s p e c t o r s .  T h i s  h a d  

i t s  g o o d  a n d  b a d  p o i n t s .  From a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t a n d -

p o i n t  i t  may h a v e  b e e n  bad,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  i t  d e v e l o p e d  

a  g r o u p  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  t h i n k e r s .  I b e l i e v e ,  Bob, t h a t  

y o u  w o u l d  a g r e e ,  b e i n g  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  t h i n k e r  y o u r s e l f ,  

a n d  k n o w i n g  some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w o r k e d  f o r  V i n c e n t  

a n d  d e v e l o p e d  t h e i r  e a r l y  c a r e e r s  u n d e r  W e n d e l l  V i n c e n t ,  

t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  be  a f a i r  s t a t e m e n t .  

P .  - He n o t  o n l y  was r e a l l y  a b l e  t o  e n g e n d e r  e n t h u s i a s m  among 



u s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c ,  b u t  he  a l s o  h a d  t h a t  i n v a l u -

a b l e  a b i l i t y  t o  make e a c h  o f  u s  f e e l  t h a t  we w e r e  i m p o r -

t a n t  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  and  t h a t  o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w e r e  

w o r t h w h i l e .  T h i s ,  f o r  y o u n g  men l e a r n i n g  t h e  t r a d e  s o  

t o  s p e a k ,  was a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  m o r a l e  f a c t o r .  

M .  	 - I h a v e  t h e  f e e l i n g ,  Bob,  t h a t  W e n d e l l  V i n c e n t  d r o v e  h i s  

men v e r y  h a r d ,  y e t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  y o u  a l w a y s  f e l t  

t h a t  he  was c o m p l e t e l y  i n  b a c k  o f  y o u  i f  y o u r  own p o s i -

t i o n s  w e r e  v a l i d .  You h a d  t h e  f e e l i n g ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  

t h a t ,  I u s e d  t o  e x p r e s s  i t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  W e n d e l l  

V i n c e n t  was a n  I n s p e c t o r ' s  I n s p e c t o r ,  s o  t o  s p e a k .  T h a t  

y o u  l o o k e d  u p  t o  t h e  man b e c a u s e  he  was a h a r d - d r i v i n g  

I n s p e c t o r  h i m s e l f .  I ' m  s u r e ,  Bob, t h a t  i f  y o u  l o o k  

b a c k  y o u  c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  s a y  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  w o r k  o n l y  

4 4  h o u r s  a  week.  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r  p a r t i -

c u l a r l y ,  we w o r k e d  4 4  h o u r s  a  week o f f i c i a l l y ,  b u t  we 

p r o b a b l y  p u t  i n ,  o n  t h e  a v e r a g e  p r o b a b l y  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  

many m o r e  h o u r s  i n  u n p a i d  o v e r t i m e  a n d  l o s t  l e a v e - t i m e  

t h a t  a d d e d  t o  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n .  We d i d  i t  w i l l i n g -

l y  b e c a u s e  we knew t h a t  t h e r e  was a t r e m e n d o u s  j o b  t o  

b e  d o n e  a n d  we h a d  t h e  C h i e f ' s  b a c k i n g .  I f e e l  a s  

t h o u g h  p r o b a b l y  some o f  t h i s  d e v o t i o n  a n d  some o f  t h i s  

d r i v e  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  f o o d s  a n d  

d r u g s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a s  w e l l  as  i n  o t h e r  n a -

t i o n s ,  t h a t  we h a v e  s e e n  a c e r t a i n  amoun t  o f  l o s s  o f  



t h i s  z e a l ,  t h e  o l d  c r u s a d i n g  s p i r i t  o f  H a r v e y  W .  W i l e y .  

V i n c e n t  h a d  i t  a n d  t h e r e  was no q u e s t i o n  t h a t  h e  h a d  a 

t r e m e n d o u s  i n f l u e n c e  o n  c l e a n i n g  u p  i n d u s t r i e s  t h a t  

w e r e  p r o m i n e n t  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n  a n d  t h e  i n t e r m o u n t a i n  

a r e a  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  Bob,  y o u ' l l  remember  

t h a t  I w e n t  t o  S a l t  L a k e  C i t y  i n  t h e  v e r y  e a r l y  p e r i o d  

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  W o r l d  War 11. 

You j o i n e d  me v e r y  s o o n  t h e r e a f t e r .  One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  

t h a t  we d i d  u n d e r  V i n c e n t ' s  a e g i s  was a l t h o u g h  we 

c o u l d n ' t  g e t  v e r y  f a r  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  c h e e s e  i n d u s -  

t r y  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s a n i t a t i o n  a n d  l i v i n g  u p  t o  t h e  

l a w ,  we r e a l l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  b y  s e l l i n g  

t h e  c h e e s e  i n d u s t r y  s a n i t a t i o n  a n d  p a s t e u r i z a t i o n  o n  

an e c o n o m i c  b a s i s .  We showed t h e m  i n  d o l l a r s  a n d  

c e n t s  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  g e t  b e t t e r  g r a d e s  o f  c h e e s e  a n d  a 

h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  o u t p u t  w o u l d  be  G r a d e  A 

u n d e r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  g r a d i n g  s y s t e m  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  i f  

t h e y  w o u l d  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i n c r e a s e d  m i l k  s a n i t a t i o n  

and  i n c r e a s e d  f a c t o r y  s a n i t a t i o n ,  as  w e l l  a s  p a s t e u r i -

z a t i o n .  Bob, a t  t h e  t i m e  when we w e n t  t o  S a l t  L a k e ,  

I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was o n l y  o n e  o u t  o f  a b o u t  28 c h e e s e  

f a c t o r i e s  i n  t h e  i n t e r m o u n t a i n  a r e a  t h a t  p a s t e u r i z e d .  

A l o t  o f  t h e  c h e e s e  o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  Armed F o r c e s  d u r i n g  

t h e  w a r  was r e a l l y  s t i n k i n '  s t u f f .  W h i l e  we w e r e  

t h e r e ,  we had c a m p a i g n s ,  i n t e n s i v e  c a m p a i g n s  w i t h  t h e  



h e l p  o f  o t h e r  I n s p e c t o r s  f r o m  D e n v e r  H e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  

c l e a n  up, b o t h  t h e  m i l k  s u p p l y  i n  t h e s e  c h e e s e  p l a n t s  

a n d  o t h e r  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  as  w e l l .  V i n c e n t  b a c k e d  u s  

e v e n  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  o u r  s t a y i n g  w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  

d i r t y  a r e a  w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  d i r t y  m i l k  p r o -  

c e s s i n g  p l a n t s  u s i n g  f i l t h y  m i l k  a n d  we s t a y e d  t h e r e  

u n t i l  we c l e a n e d  u p  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  T h i s  l a t e r  r e a l l y  

became t h e  t e c h n i que  t h a t  I f a v o r e d  i n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  

i n  o u r  i n t e n s i v e  d r u g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 6 0 ' s .  

I know t h a t  n o t  e v e r y o n e  was i n  f a v o r  o f  t h a t  t y p e  o f  

t e c h n i q u e ,  b u t  I f e l t  t h a t  f o r  t h e  amoun t  o f  money 

e x p e n d e d  i n  p r o t e c t i o n  t h a t  i t  r e a l l y  d i d  a l o t  b i g g e r  

j o b  t h a n  was g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d .  

P .  	 - I remember  when we w e r e  t h e r e  we h a d  a c r e a m e r y  i n  

P o c a t e l l o ,  maybe i t  was M u t u a l ,  I d o n ' t  remember  t h e  

name. I t h i n k  i t  was N e l s o n - R i c k s .  The h i s t o r y  h a d  

b e e n  t h a t  e v e r y  t i m e  we i n s p e c t e d  t h e m  a n d  r a n  s e d i m e n t  

t e s t s  o n  them o n  t h e  m i l k  a n d  s o  o n ,  t h e y  j u s t  h e l d  

t h a t  w h i c h  was made w h i l e  we t h e r e  i n  t h e - s t a t e .  We 

w e r e  h a v i n g  t r o u b l e  s a m p l i n g  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  made f r o m  

w h a t  we h a d  e v i d e n c e  o n  a n d  s o  I w e n t  u p  t h e r e  a n d  I 

i n s p e c t e d  a n d  r a n  t h e  m i l k ,  s a i d  g o o d - b y e  a t  t h e  e n d  

o f  t h e  d a y .  The  n e x t  d a y  t h e  same t h i n g .  I a r r i v e d  

i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  make a n o t h e r  i n s p e c t i o n ,  r u n  t h e  m i l k ,  

s a y  g o o d - b y e  t o  t h e m  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d a y .  T h e i r  



p o l i c y  h o l d i n g  i t  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  w a s n ' t  b e g i n n i  

t o  work b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have t h a t  much t r a d e  

t h e  s t a t e ,  and t h e i r  warehouse  was g e t t i n g  f u l l ,  

f i n a l l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  p r a c t i c a l l y  had no c h o i c e ,  t 

l o a d e d  o u t  a t r u c k ,  s h i p p e d  i t  t o  S a l t  Lake.  Of 

c o u r s e  I c a l l e d  you on t h e  phone and you were t h e r e  

when t h e  t r u c k  g o t  t h e r e .  We g o t  s a m p l e s .  I t  was 

t h e  o n l y  way you c o u l d - - t h e y  knew enough t o  g e t  

a round  us u n l e s s  we used p r e t t y  e x t r e m e  me thods .  

T h i s  was a l l  f o r  us  d o i n g  t h a t  k ind  of  t h i n g  i f  i t  

worked.  

W e l l ,  we combined u n d e r  V i n c e n t  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  a p r o -

gram o f  e d u c a t i o n .  Both of  us gave  many t a l k s  t o  

i n d u s t r y  g r o u p s  and t h e  s t a t e  g r o u p s .  We h e l p e d  t o  

c o o r d i n a t e  bo th  t h e  f e d e r a l - s t a t e  e f f o r t  on c l e a n i n g  

u p  t h e  d a i r y  i n d u s t r y .  We had t h e  l a r g e r  o p e r a t o r s ,  

such  a s  t h e  l a r g e  K r a f t  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t  a t  P o c a t e l l o ,  

t o  work w i t h  and we a c t u a l l y  improved t h e i r  raw 

m a t e r i a 1  s u p p l y ;  t h a t  i s  t h e  c h e e s e  coming i n t o  t h e  

p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t  d u r i n g  o u r  days  t h e r e .  C e r t a i n l y  

V i n c e n t  had a gu i d i n g  e f f e c t .  I  know t h a t  we d i d  a 

l o t  o f  t h e  l e g  work ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  we d i d  have  

t h e  b a c k i n g  and somet imes  I f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  b a c k i n g  was 

somewhat o v e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  t h a t  Mr. V i n c e n t  had 

f rom H e a d q u a r t e r s ;  t h a t  p e o p l e  f e l t  t h a t  he was o v e r -

d o i n g  e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  t h e  d a i r y  i n d u s t r y .  How t r u e  



t h a t  was y I had, I c a n ' t  s a y  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  C e r t a i n 1  

t h a t  f e e  of  Head-l i n g  f rom t a l k i n g  t o  some p e o p l e  o u t  

q u a r t e r s  d u r i n g  t h o s e  y e a r s .  

P .  - B u t  t h i s  s s i v e  i n  d i d n ' t  mean we w e r e n ' t  j u s t  a s  a g g r e  

t h e  b a k e r y  i n d u s t r y ,  i n  t h e  candy i n d u s t r y ,  i n  t h e  

c a n n e r i e s .  

M .  - V i n c e n t  r e a l l y  wanted us  t o  c l e a n  u p  a l l  o f  t h e  i n d u s -  

t r i e s  o b v i o u s l y .  D u r i n g  o u r  c a r e e r  i n  S a l t  Lake C i t y  

a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Denver D i s t r i c t  had a l a r g e  s h a r e  of  

Montana,  New Mexico.  Even t h e  R e s i d e n t  I n s p e c t o r  of  

S a l t  Lake C i t y  had l a r g e  amounts o f  t i m e  d e v o t e d  t o  

some o f  t h e  problems i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  D e n v e r ' s  t e r r i -  

t o r y .  I n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  V i n c e n t  c e r t a i n l y  employed h i s  

v e r y ,  v e r y  l i m i t e d  s t a f f .  How many I n s p e c t o r s  d i d  we 

h a v e ,  Bob, n o t  more t h a n  a b o u t  6 o r  7 I n s p e c t o r s  f o r  

a l l  o f  t h o s e  s t a t e s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  i f  you 

c o u l d  q u a n t i f y  t h e  consumer p r o t e c t i o n  i n  any way, i t ' s  

p r e t t y  ha rd  t o  d o ,  t h a t  t h e  Denver I n s p e c t o r s  were 

p r o d u c i n g  more by a l m o s t  any s t a n d a r d s  t h a n  i n  any o t h e r  

a r e a  of  t h e  c o u n t r y  a t  t h e  t i m e .  T h i s  may be b lowing  

o u r  own h o r n s ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  j u d g i n g  by t h e  number 

o f  l e g a l  a c t i o n s ,  which m i g h t  be o n e . c r i t e r i a ,  j u d g i n g  

by t h e  number of  f a c t o r i e s  t h a t  were  c l e a n e d  u p  and 

p u t  a r i g h t ,  j u d g i n g  by t h e  number of  p a s t e u r i z e r s  i n -

s t a l l e d  i n  m i l k  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t s  d u r i n g  a  p e r i o d  of  



r e a l  s c a r c i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  war ,  j u d g i n g  by t h e  t y p e  of  

m a t e r i a l s  d e l i v e r e d ,  bo th  t o  t h e  Armed F o r c e s  and t o  

t h e  g e n e r a l  consuming p u b l i c ,  we r e a l l y , w i t h  v e r y  

s h o r t  r e s o u r c e s ,  v e r y  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s , o f f e r e d  a l o t  

i n  t h o s e  y e a r s .  


I must  s a y  t h a t  more o r  l e s s  i n  l o o k i n g  b a c k ,  i n  


p e r s p e c t i v e , t h a t  we were v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  


what  	we were d o i n g ,  b u t  i n  d e a l i n g  and t a l k i n g  w i t h  


o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s ,  I have a f e e l i n g  


t h i s  	was n o t  e x a c t l y  u n t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  e n t i  r e  Food and 


Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

M .  	 - I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  we j u s t  d i d n ' t  have know1 edge  

b e c a u s e  we d i d n ' t  have communica t ions  w i t h  some o f  t h e  

p e o p l e  t h a t  we l a t e r  l e a r n e d  t o  have  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  

r e s p e c t  f o r ;  p e o p l e  l i k e  f o r  example ,  Winton Rank in ,  

who when I f i r s t  knew him, f i r s t  g o t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  

him was a t  a Ch ie f  I n s p e c t o r ' s  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  Ch icago .  

I i m m e d i a t e l y  r e c o g n i z e d  him a s  a man who had a g r e a t  

d e p t h  o f  knowledge and a comple t e  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  Food 

and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and '  consumer p r o t e c t i o n .  Of 

c o u r s e  l a t e r  Winton d i d  assume v e r y  r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i -  

t i o n s  and u l t i m a t e l y  a Deputy Commiss.ioners p o s i t i o n  

i n  Washington .  So we w e r e n ' t  a l o n e ,  I know, b u t  a t  

t h e  t i m e  we c e r t a i n l y  had a g r e a t  c o m p e t i t i o n  among 

I n s p e c t o r s  t o o .  I can remember one summer, I t h i n k  



i t  was t h e  summer o f  1 9 4 3 ,  w h e r e  o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  

I n s p e c t o r s ,  H e r b e r t  A y r e s ,  who was a member o f  t h e  

g r o u p  o f  ' 3 9 ,  was w o r k i n g  i n  New M e x i c o  a n d  I h a p -

p e n e d  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  i n  M o n t a n a .  We h a d  an i n f o r m a l  

c o n t e s t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  o f  u s  t o  s e e  who c o u l d  come 

u p  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  number  o f  l e g a l  a c t i o n s  a t  t h e  

t i m e ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  number  o f  l o t s  o f  c o n t a m i n a t e d  

f o o d  s t u f f s .  We came o u t  a w f u l l y  c o s e  t o g e t h e r  a t  

t h a t  t i m e .  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  who won. I t  was t h e  

s p i r i t .  I t  was a f r i e n d l y  r i v a l r y ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  

i t  r e s u l t e d  i n  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s p i r  t a n d  a g r e a t  

r a p p o r t  among t h e  I n s p e c t o r s .  We h a d  c e r t a i n  C h e m i s t s  

a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  we c o n s i d e r e d  I n s p e c t o r s / C h e m i s t s .  

I f  y o u  r e a l l y  w a n t e d  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  y o u r  s a m p l e  

h a d  f i r s t  r a t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  y o u  w o u l d  make s u r e  

t h a t  i t  g o t  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  r i g h t  C h e m i s t .  T h i s  

was u n f a i r  t o  some o f  t h e  o t h e r s ,  I know, b u t  n e v e r -

t h e l e s s  we r e c o g n i z e d  i t  a n d  i t  was a f a c t  o f  l i f e .  

P. -	 Some w e r e  m o r e  c o m p e t e n t  t h a n  o t h e r s  a n d  m o r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c .  

M. 	 - T h e  l a t e r  y e a r s  w i t h  V i n c e n t ,  t h i s  t h e n  w o u l d  t a k e  u s  

b a c k  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  1 9 5 1  t o  1956 ,  d u r i n g  my y e a r s  a s  

C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r ,  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  t h a t . 1  was b a c k  i n  

D e n v e r .  I a g a i n  w o r k e d  u n d e r  V i n c e n t  a n d  h a d  a  l o t  o f  

r e s p e c t  f o r  h i m ,  b u t  l i k e  a l l  o f  u s  we age  a n d  I f e l t  

t h a t  V i n c e n t  d i d  h a v e  some v e r y  s e r i o u s  p e r s o n a l  p r o -

b l e m s  a n d  h e a l t h  a n d  f a m i l y  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  



0 
d i d  i m p a c t  on  w h a t  h e  w a n t e d  t o  d o  a s  C h i e f  o f  t h e  

D i s t r i c t .  I t r i e d  t o  s u p p o r t  h i m  a s  a  l o y a l  e m p l o y e e ,  

b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  t i m e s  when Sam F i n e ,  who was C h i e f  

C h e m i s t ,  a n d  I a s  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r ,  h a d  t o  t a k e  t h e  

i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  o u r  p e r s o n a l  h a n d s  

t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  j o b  g o t  done .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  

s a y  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  h a v e  r e s p e c t  f o r  V i n c e n t  a n d  w h a t  

he  r e p r e s e n t e d  a n d  a l l ,  b u t  he  d i d  t h e n  t a k e  r e t i r e -  

m e n t  when t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  came. I d o n ' t  know t o o  

much a b o u t  t h e  t y p e  o f  p r e s s u r e s  t h a t  w e r e  o n  t h e  

C h i e f  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I d o  know t h a t  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  came o u t  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  

o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  some 

d e f i c i e n c i e s .  I h a v e  h e a r d  r u m o r s  t h a t  V i n c e n t  h a d  

some p r o b l e m s  t h a t  w e r e ,  s h o u l d  we s a y  a c c u s a t i o n s  

o f  d i s h o n e s t y .  Ifs u c h  p r o b l e m s  w e r e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  

a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I a s  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  t h i n k  I w o u l d  know 

t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  m i n o r  i f  t h e y  e x i s t e d  a t  a l l  i n  

t h e  way o f  d i s h o n e s t y .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  V i n c e n t  

e v e r  was i n  a n y  s e n s e  a  d i s h o n e s t  p e r s o n .  He may h a v e  

h a d  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  o t h e r  ways,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  I d i d n ' t  

f e e l  a s  t h o u g h  t h e r e  was a n y  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

he  was a n y t h i n g  b u t  a v e r y  f i r m  a n d  s t a u n c h  g o v e r n -  

m e n t  e m p l o y e e .  

P. 	- I c e r t a i n l y  i n  my y e a r s  w i t h  h i m  n e v e r  saw a n y  e v i -  

d e n c e  o f  a n y t h i n g  o f  t h a t  k i n d .  I n  f a c t ,  I h a v e  a 



f e e l i n g  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some o f  t h o s e  a c c u s a t i o n s  came 

abou t .  b e c a u s e  he  was a  man who was c a p a b l e  o f  d e v e l o p -  

i n g  q u i t e  c l o s e  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  p e o p l e  p r o -  

m i n e n t  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  Y e t ,  I know t h e  f a c t  and  e x -

p e r i e n c e  t h a t  w i t h  t h e s e  same p e o p l e  t h a t  he  was o n  a  

f i r s t ;  name b a s i s  w i t h  a n d  s o  o n ,  he  h a d  no h e s i t a t i o n  i n  

r e c o n m e n d i n g  l e g a l  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e d .  

Maybe t h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  u n i q u e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h o s e  

c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  o r  t h e s e  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  h e  

h a d  h a d  a n y  e f f e c t  on  h i s  r e g u l a t o r y  j u d g m e n t  o r  d e -

c i s i o n s .  I t h i n k  o b v i o u s l y  t h e r e  m i g h t  be  t h i n g s  I 

d o n ' t  know. 

M .  	 - I d o ? ' t  f e e l  a s  t h o u g h  t h e r e  was a n y  e v i d e n c e ;  a t  

l e a s t  n o n e  t h a t  has  e v e r  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  

t h a t  V i n c e n t  was " d o u b l e - d e a l i n g "  i n  a n y  s e n s e ,  p a r -

t i c u l a r l y  i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  t r a d e .  As y o u  

s a y ,  Bob, t h e  man h a d  a u n i q u e  a b i l i t y  t o  p u s h  t h e  

s a n i t a t i o n ,  t o  p u s h  t h e  p r o p e r  u s e  o f  p e s t i c i d e s ,  t o  

p u s h  t h e  g o o d  p r a c t i c e s ,  t h e  g o o d  t r a d e  p r a c t i c e s  i n  

t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n  a n d  i n t e r m o u n t a i n  a r e a s ,  

i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h r o u g h  

many o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  t r a d e .  T h e s e  

c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d ,  I b e l i e v e .  I'm n o t  

t r y i n g  t o  make a n y  a p o l o g i e s  f o r  W e n d e l l  V i n c e n t .  I 

d o  f e e l  a s  t h o u g h  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f e w  m o n t h s  t h a t  he  

was o n  b o a r d  a s  D s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r ,  t h a t  he  may h a v e  



become p a r a n o i a c .  I t h i n k  any o f  us  m i g h t  be p a r a n o i a c  

i f  we f e e l  a s  t hough  w e ' r e  b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  o r  i f  

t h e r e  were  t h i n g s  t h a t  he was b e i n g  a c c u s e d  o f  w i t h o u t  

any f o u n d a t i o n  i n  f a c t .  C e r t a i n l y  e i t h e r  o f  us would 

have f e l t  t h a t  way a t  t h e  t i m e .  

P .  -	 He d i d n ' t  l i v e  much l o n g e r  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Y .  	 - He d i d n ' t  r e a l l y .  He was hav ing  h e a l t h  p rob lems  and I 

t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  was more t h e  prob lem t h a n  i f  Washing-

t o n  f e l t  t h a t  he had become l e s s  e f f i c i e n t  i n  h i s  j o b .  

I t h i n k  Winton Rank in ,  who d i d  come t o  Denver a t  

t h e  t ime t h a t  V i n c e n t  r e t i r e d ,  p r o b a b l y  h a s  a g r e a t e r  

knowledge o f  some of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  were  o c c u r i n g  

f rom t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  t h e  Food and Drug A d m  n i s t r a -

t i o n ' s  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  

P .  -	 I h a v e n ' t  t a l k e d  t o  Rank in ,  b u t  i f  I do i t  m g h t  b e . .  . 
M .  	 - I t h i n k  i t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  g e t  t h e . .  s e e  Rankin 

had been i n v o l v e d  i n  s e v e r a l  i n - h o u s e  i n v e s t  g a t i o n s  

o f  p e r s o n n e l .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Rank in ,  who I f e e l  i s  a 

v e r y  o b j e c t i v e  man, c o u l d  g i v e  you a  r e a l  good p i c t u r e  

o f  t h e  t y p e s  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t '  had been rumored ,  o r  t h a t  

he  found  e i t h e r  e x i s t e d  o r  d i d n ' t  e x i s t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Sam F i n e  and I of  c o u r s e  had p r ~ b l e m s  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  t e n d e n c y  t o -

ward a f e e l i n g  o f ,  maybe a p a r a n o i a c  f e e l i n g  on t h e  

p a r t  o f  V i n c e n t .  

P .  -	 Well I remember you t e l l i n g  me t h a t  t h e y  wanted  t o  b r i n g  



me o v e r  f r o m  S a l t  L a k e  t o o .  W i n t o n  w a n t e d  t o  t a l k  

w i t h  me a n d  y o u  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  I was j u s t  o n e  o f  s e v e -

r a l  I n s p e c t o r s  t h a t  he  h a d  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h i m  t h e r e  t o  

t a l k  	t o  h i m ,  a n d  y o u  f e l t  s u r e  I c o u l d n ' t  a d d  a n y t h i n g  

t o  w h a t  t h e y  s a i d .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  

i t  s a v e d  me f r o m  b e i n g  p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n y  way.  

M .  	 - I a l w a y s ,  d u r i n g  my c a r e e r ,  maybe t o  my own d e t r e -

m e n t ,  t r i e d  t o  be  l o y a l  t o  t h e  men t h a t  w e r e  my i m -

m e d i a t e  s u p e r i o r s .  C e r t a i n l y  I f e e l  t h a t  i n  g e n e r a l  

t h i s  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  t h a t  makes t h e  s t r o n g e s t  o r g a n i -  

z a t i o n ,  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  ify o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  d o  o t h e r w i s e  

y o u  s h o u l d  a t  l e a s t  g i v e  t h e  man a  c h a n c e  t o  know t h a t  

y o u  f e e l  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e .  I t h i n k  

t h a t  t h i s  i s  a l s o  g o o d  management  p o l i c y .  F o r t u n a t e l y  

n o t  v e r y  many o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  o c c u r r e d ,  b u t  o c c a s i o n -

a l l y  t h e y  d i d .  

A man who h a d  some o f  V i n c e n t ' s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ~ ,  

b u t  was a n  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  was 

t h e  New Y o r k  D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  I was 

t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  I n s p e c t i o n  B r a n c h  a t  New Y o r k ;  Weems 

C l e v e n g e r .  Weems was somewhat  y o u n g e  r t h a n  I a n d  a 

man o f  g r e a t  e n t h u s i a s m ,  g r e a t  d r i v e :  I f e l t  t h a t  

Weems h a d  t w o  v e r y  o u t s t a n d i n g  c h a r a c t e r i  s t i  c s ;  one ,  

Weems was a n  i n n o v a t o r .  He i n n o v a t e d  somewhat  1  ik e  

V i n c e n t  d i d .  When he  p e r c e i v e d  a p r o b l e m ,  he  d i d n ' t  



l e t  a n y t h i n g  r e a l l y  s t a n d  i n  h i s  way t o w a r d  t r y i n g  t o  

b r i n g  a b o u t  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m .  Somet imes  

t h i s  s t e p p e d  on t o e s  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ;  s o m e t i m e s  s t e p p e d  

o n  t o e s  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  He was a  v e r y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  

f i g u r e  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n .  The s e c o n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

t h a t  I a p p r e c i a t e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  i n  Weems was t h a t  

when one  o f  h i s  p e o p l e  came u p  w i t h  a n  i d e a  t h a t  was 

i n n o v a t i v e ,  o r  a n  i d e a  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  a d a p t e d  t o  f u r -

t h e r  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  i n t e r e s t ,  Weems was o n e  o f  

t h e  f i r s t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a n d  t o  p u s h  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  

man i n t o  p e r f o r m i n g  a n d  a c t i n g  o n  h i s  i d e a .  He was 

t h e  f i r s t  D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r  t h a t  I h a d  b e e n  p r i v i -  

l e g e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  who w h o l e - h e a r t e d l y  p u s h e d  t h e  

f u r t h e r i n g  o f  a d v a n c e d  e d u c a t i o n  among h i s  p e r s o n n e l .  

I b e l i e v e  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  New Y o r k  D i s t r i c t  w i l l  show 

t h a t  h e  was c o n t i n u o u s l y  r e c o m m e n d i n g  h i s  men a n d  

p u s h i n g  h i s  men t o  t a k e  a d v a n c e d  c o u r s e s  i n  s c i e n t i -  

f i c  f i e l d s ,  a n d  management  f i e l d s .  He p r o b a b l y  was 

u n p o p u l a r  w i t h  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r s  

b e c a u s e  h e  was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  p u s h i n g  h i s  men i n t o  

managemen t  t r a i n i n g ,  i n t o  f u r t h e r  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  

a n a l y t i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  i n  h e l p i n g  h i s  p e o p l e  t o  

p u s h  i n t o  new a r e a s  o f  e n d e a v o r .  

G o i n g  b a c k  c l e a r  t o  my d a y s  i n  S a l t  L a k e  C i t y ,  

r e m e m b e r i n g  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  d a i r y  p l a n t s ,  

I pushed a t  New Y o r k  D i s t r i c t ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  Weems 



C l e v e n g e r ,  t h e  i d e a  of  i n t e n s i v e  d rug  i n s p e c t i o n s  and 

i n t e n s i v e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  i n s p e c t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  c u t  

down on t h e  e n t i r e l y  t o o  many d rug  r e c a l l s ;  sometimes 

r e c a l l s  t h a t  s h o u l d  have  been c a u g h t  a t  t h e  p l a n t ,  i f  

t h e  c o n t r o l s  had been p r o p e r .  So,  what  we were  a c t u a l l y  

p r e a c h i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and t r y i n g  t o  d e v e l o p ,  was educa -

t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  i n d u s t r y  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  

e a r l y  d e t e c t i o n  and c a t c h i n g  t h e  problem d rug  b e f o r e  i t  

e v e r  l e f t  t h e  p l a n t ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  you have  problems 

o f  p e r s o n n e l  t h a t  w i l l  a lways  l e a d ;  t h e  human problems 

t h a t  w i l l  a l w a y s  l e a d  t o  some f o u l  u p ,  b u t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

hav ing  a d e q u a t e  c o n t r o l s  s o  t h a t  t h o s e  n e v e r  l e f t  t h e  

p l a n t  t o  t h e  d e t r e m e n t  o f  t h e  consuming p u b l i c ,  o r  t o  

t h e  med ica l  p r o f e s s i o n .  So I know a g a i n ,  t h a t  t h i s  was 

n o t  t h e  most  p o p u l a r  p rogram,  b u t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I was 

d e d i c a t e d  t o  i t  and Weems l i k e w i s e  h e l p e d  me i n  t h e  p r o -

mot ion  of  t h a t  p l a n .  I do f e e l  a s  though t h e  s t a t i s -  

t i c s  u p  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  I l e f t  New York,  w i l l  show t h a t  

we d i d  c u t  down c o n s i d e r a b l y  on t h e  number o f  d rug  r e -

c a l l s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h o s e  p ' l a n t s  d i s t r i b u t i n g  pharma- 

c e u t i c a l  d r u g s  o u t  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  f rom n o r t h e r n  J e r s e y ,  

and New York S t a t e  and P u e r t o  R ico .  . 

P .  - You know f rom my s t a n d p o i n t  i n  Washington a t  t h a t  t i m e  

I d o n ' t  remember how l o n g  t h a t  i n t e n s i f i e d  d rug  program 

l a s t e d ,  b u t  t h r e e  y e a r s  ... 
M .  - I t h i n k  i t  was a b o u t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  Bob. 



P .  	 - I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m  was a b a n d o n e d  b e c a u s e  

i t  f a i l e d ,  s o  much as  t h a t  we h a d  b y  t h a t  t i m e  c o v e r e d  

a l l  o f  t h e  f i r m s  t h a t  h a d  been  named a s  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  

t h i s  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  b y  t h e  D i s t r i c t s .  I ' m  s u r e  i t  

g r e a t l y  i m p r o v e d  t h e  o v e r a l l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  i n d u s -  

t r y  a n d  i t  p r o b a b l y  r e a c h e d  a p o i n t  w h e r e  maybe 

n o  l o n g e r  w e r e  we g e t t i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  

f o r  t h e  e x p e n s e ,  a n d  i t  was a n  e x p e n s i v e  p r o g r a m .  I 

t h i n k  a n o t h e r  t h  n g  we g o t  o u t  o f  i t ,  o f  t h a t  p r o g r a m ,  

was a t r e m e n d o u s  i n c r e a s e  i n  o u r  own a b i l i t y ,  o u r  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  t h a t  t h e  number  o f  p e o p l e  

we h a d  who w e r e  a i r l y  v e r s e d  i n  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  

d r u g  i n d u s t r y  s o  t h a t  t h o u g h  t h e  p r o g r a m  m  i g h t  h a v e  

b e e n  a b a n d o n e d ,  t was n o t  a f a i l u r e  i n  my t h i n k i n g  

a t  a l l .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  c h a r g e  a t  t h a t  

t i m e  w o u l d  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t .  

M .  	 - W e l l ,  I ' m  g l a d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  b e c a u s e  I,o f  c o u r s e ,  h a d  

a r e a l  g o o d  f e e l i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p r o g r a m  i n  New Y o r k  D i s -

t r i c t .  O f  c o u r s e ,  New Y o r k  D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  t i m e  was 

a m a j o r  d r u g  d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  One o f  t h e  

t h i n g s  t h a t  we d i d  a t  New Y o r k  a t  t h e  t i m e  was t h a t  

we t r i e d  t o  t r a i n  t h e  y o u n g e r  c h e m i s t - s ,  b a c t e r i o l o g i s t s ,  

o r  m i c r o b i o l o g i s t s  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  i n  

a n t i b i o t i c s ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h o s e  who h a d  w o r k e d  i n  

t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  b u t  who w e r e  v e r y  few; s u c h  p e o p l e  a s  

C h a r l i e  Wayne, f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a n  o l d  t i m e  I n s p e c t o r  a t  



Xew Y o r k  D i s t r i c t ,  and  some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  l a b -

o r a t o r i e s  i n  New Y o r k ,  who c o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t h a t  

t r a i n i n g .  

G o i n g  b a c k  t o  Weems C l e v e n g e r  a g a i n ,  Weems r e c o g -

n i z e d  d u r i n g  h i s  y e a r s  a t  New Y o r k ,  how n e c e s s a r y  i t  

was t o  t r a i n  t h e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a n d  t o  g e t  a  g r e a t e r  

d e p t h  w i t h  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  Food  a n d  D r u g  p e r s o n n e l ,  

a n d  w i t h  e x p a n s i o n  o f  b u d g e t .  C e r t a i n l y  i t  was i n c u m -

b e n t  o n  a l l  o f  u s  t o  g e t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  

s u c c e e d  u s  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d  t e c h n i c a l l y ,  a n d  p r o p e r l y  

t r a i n e d  a l s o  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I 

h o p e  some o f  t h a t  " t o o k " .  Anyway,  we c e r t a i n l y  t r i e d .  

Weems C l e v e n g e r  was a  man who a l s o ,  l i k e  V i n c e n t ,  

was q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  h a d  

g o o d  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  

A g a i n ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  Weems was a man who h a d  p e r s o n a l  

p r o b l e m s  w h i l e  I was u n d e r  h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  I c o u l d  

s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  many o f  t h o s e  p r o b l e m s .  U l t i m a t e l y  

I ' m  s u r e  t h e y  d i d  h a v e  a n  i m p a c t  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s n ' t  t o o  

l o n g  a f t e r  I r e t i r e d ,  a n d  I d i d  r e t i r e  o f  c o u r s e  f r o m  

New Y o r k ,  Weems t o o k  a p o s i t i o n  w i t h  a n o t h e r  a g e n c y .  

Weems h a d  b e e n  v e r y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m s  o f  

e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  D r u g  C o n t r o l ,  w h a t e  e r 

t h e  name o f  i t  was a t  t h a t  t i m e ;  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  when 

Food  a n d  D r u g  e n f o r c e d  t h e  d r u g  p r o g r a m s ,  I s h o u l d  s a y  

t h e  c o n t r o l l e d  o r  r e s t r i c t e d  d r u g  p r o g r a m s .  He came 

b a c k  t o  FDA a s  a v e r y  s t r i c t  d r u g  e n f o r c e r .  He 



d e v e l o p e d  t h e  p e r s o n n e l ,  many o f  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  who 

l a t e r  w e n t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  as  l e a d e r s  a n d  a l s o  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

P .  - K e l l ,  A r n o l d ,  I ' m  s u r e  w h a t  y o u ' v e  s a i d  a b o u t  Weems i s  

o f  i n t e r e s t  b e c a u s e  I h a v e n ' t  i n  a n y  o f  my i n t e r v i e w s  

h a d  a n y b o d y  t a l k  v e r y  much a b o u t  h i m  a n d  i f  t h e r e  a r e n ' t  

a n y  s p e c i f i c  p e o p l e  t h a t  y o u  wou I d  l i k e  t o  go  a h e a d  a n d  

t a l k  a b o u t ,  I h a v e  o n e  q u e s t i o n .  I t  seems t o  me a t  t h e  

t i m e  D r .  G o d d a r d  was C o m m i s s i o n e r, t h e r e  was a s i t u a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  h i m  a n d  S e a t t l e  D i s t r i c t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s a l m o n  

p l a n .  I d o n ' t  know q u i t e  how t o  s a y  i t ,  b u t  y o u  w o u l d  
+ 

know b e t t e r  t h a n  I do,  w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  

Ken M o n f o r e ' s  r e t i r e m e n t  a n d  y o u r  t r a n s f e r r i n g  f r o m  

S e a t t l e  t o  W a s h i n g t o n .  I w o n d e r e d  i f  t h e r e ' s  a n y t h i n g  

a b o u t  t h a t  t h a t  y o u  m i g h t  s a y .  

M .  - W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n ,  Bob.  S e a t t l e  

D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  t i m e  was m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p r o -  

t h e  c a n n e d  s a l m o n  p a c k ,  p r i m a r i l yb l e m  o f  c a n  seams i n  

A l a s k a ,  b u t  a l s o  some p r o d u c t i o nc a n n e d  s a l m o n  o u t  o f  

i n g t o n .  The i n t e r e s t  t h a t  I showedi n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Wash 

e n e r a t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e a t h s  o f  i n  t h o s e  y e a r s  was g  

s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  d u e  t o  t h e  d e f e c t i v e  seams a n d  d e f e c t i v e  

p r o c e d u r e s  i n  t h e  c a n n e d  t u n a  i n d u s t r y .  By p r o j e c t i o n  

I f e l t  t h a t  we m i g h t  h a v e  some o f  t h e  same p r o b l e m s  

i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  N o r t h w e s t .  I t h e r e f o r e . . .  
P .  - E x c u s e  me. Was i t  b o t u l i s m ?  



M. 	- Yes.  The  d e a t h s  w e r e  due  t o  c o m m e r c i a l l y  p a c k e d  t u n a  

p r o d u c e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  r e s u l t e d  i n  w i d e s p r e a d  r e -

c a l l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I t  was a s a d  s i t u a t i o n  

on  a c o m m e r c i a l l y  c a n n e d  p r o d u c t .  I p r e s s u r e d  t h e  i n -  

s p e c t i o n  s t a f f  a t  S e a t t l e  D i s t r i c t  i n  my c a p a c i t y  as  

D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r .  I a l s o  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w h a t e v e r  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e  I n s p e c t o r s  a n d  t h e  m i c r o b i o l o g y  s e c -

t i o n  o f  S e a t t l e  D i s t r i c t ,  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  

m i g h t  h a v e ,  o r  m i g h t  d e v e l o p ,  maybe t h r o u g h  NCA o r  

t h r o u g h  s p e c i f i c  c a n n e r s ,  as  t o  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  ade -

q u a t e  c a n  seams i n  c a n n e d  f o o d s ;  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o n -

a c i d  c a n n e d  f o o d s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  b o t u l i s m  

i n t o x i c a t i o n .  T h i s  was t h e  p r o j e c t  t h a t  we w e r e  en-

g a g e d  i n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  D r .  G o d d a r d ' s  a s s u m i n g  h i s  

p o s i t i o n  a s  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  Food a n d  D r u g .  We h a d  

s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  we h a d  f o u n d  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  

an  i s o l a t e d  c a n  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e ,  a n d  w e r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  

g e t  a p a t t e r n  o f  d e f e c t i v e  c a n  seams; seams w h i c h  o u r  

m i c r o b i o l o g i s t s  f e l t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  l e a d  t o  c o n t a m i n a -

t i o n ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  c a n s  ' t h e m s e l v e s  d i d  n o t  show 

s w e l l s  o r  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  a b n o r m a l i t i e s .  We f e l t  t h a t  

a f t e r  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  C h i e f  Chemi .s t ,  D r .  A r t h u r  

S t e a r s ,  M i c r o b i o l o g i s t  C h a r l i e  T h a y e r ,  who was i n  

c h a r g e  o f  t h e  m i c r o b i o l o g i c a l  l a b  a t  S e a t t l e  D i s t r i c t  

a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r ,  B i l l  Kupp a n d  t h e  



I n s p e c t o r s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  t h a t  we had ,  e v e n  

t h o u g h  we r e c o g n i z e d  a r a t h e r  d e f i c i e n t  amoun t  o f  i n f o r -

m a t i o n ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a p r o b l e m  t h a t  s h o u l d  command t h e  

i m m e d i a t e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  M r .  M o n f o r e  

a t  t h e  t i m e  was o n  a n n u a l  l e a v e ,  a c t u a l l y  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  

b e c a u s e  o f  a h e a l t h  p r o b l e m  i n v o l v i n g  h i s  f a m i l y .  I 

was i n  c h a r g e  a t  S e a t t l e  D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  t i m e  a n d  d i d  

recommend,  ( o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  d e f e c t i v e  seams,  e v e n  

t h o u g h  n o  d e m o n s t r a b l e  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s a l m o n  m e a t  

h a d  o c c u r r e d ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h a t  i t  was a p o t e n t i a l  d a n -

g e r  t o  h e a l t h  s i t u a t i o n ) ,  t h a t  i t  be s t u d i e d  i n  d e p t h  

a n d  b r o a d l y .  T h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  seemed t o  c r e a t e  a 

s i t u a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  

S e a t t l e  D i s t r i c t ,  t h a t  S e a t t l e  a l l e g e d l y  h a d  n o t  done  

a n  a d e q u a t e  j o b  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  c a n n e r i e s ,  number  one ,  

a n d  number  t w o ,  i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  s a n i t a t i o n  o f  c a n -

n e r i e s ,  a n d  number  t h r e e ,  t h a t  we h a d  i n a d e q u a t e  e v i -  

d e n c e  o f  a b a d  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  we s h o u l d  be  on t o p  o f ,  

r a t h e r  t h a n  r e c o g n i z i n g  i t  a s  I v i e w e d  i t  a t  t h e  t i m e  

a s  a d v a n c i n g  t h e  f r o n t i e r s  o f  k n o w l e d g e  i n  t h e  t e c h -  

n i q u e  o f  c a n n i n g ,  a n d  s e e k i n g  a r e a s  w h i c h  m i g h t  p o t e n -  

t i a l l y  i n v o l v e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  So I was d i s m a y e d  a t  

t h e  r e a c t i o n  t h a t  we r e c e i v e d  f r o m  D r .  G o d d a r d .  I 

d i d n ' t  seem t o  b e  a b l e  t o  p u t  a c r o s s  t o  t h e  r e p r e s e n -

t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  o r  

.? 



l a t e r  t o  p e o p l e  t h a t  came o u t  from Washington (who seemed 

t o  be r a t h e r  c r i t i c a l  o f  Mr. Monfore ,  and of c o u r s e ,  

by i n f e r e n c e ,  c r i t i c a l  o f  my recommendat ions  ) .  I n  any 

e v e n t ,  t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  work ,  i f  

t h e y  were  i n  f a c t  d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  seemed t o  l e a d  t o  a 

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c r i t i c i s m  of  t h e  management of  S e a t t l e  

D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I f e l t  p e r s o n a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  f o r  t h e  recommendat ion .  I f e l t  p e r s o n a l l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  n o t  enough p r e s -

s u r e  had been b r o u g h t  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  more i n s p e c t i o n s  

o f  s a n i t a t i o n  had been made and o  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  

t h i n g  b e t t e r .  P o s s i b l y  I f e l t  a i t t l e  b i t  g u i l t y  

b e c a u s e  I  may have made p r e m a t u r e  recommendat ions  f o r  

l e g a l  a c t i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  i m i t e d  e v i d e n c e  a t  

hand ,  i n s t e a d  of  w a i t i n g  f o r  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e .  However, 

remember t h a t  we were d e a l i n g  w i t h  what  I  c o n s i d e r e d  

a r e a l  p o t e n t i a l  d a n g e r  t o  h e a l t h  based on t y p e  E 

b o t u l i n u s  p o i s o n i n g s  i n c u r r e d  i n  f i s h e r y  p r o d u c t s .  So 

I f e l t  t h a t  we c o u l d n ' t  w a s t e  any t i m e  i n  making recom-

m e n d a t i o n s  and i n s t i t u t i n g  a b r o a d e r  s t u d y .  I ' v e  a l -  

ways r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  we c o u l d  n o t  seem t o  a d v a n c e  t h e  

i d e a s  o f  S e a t t l e  D i s t r i c t  t o  c o r r e c t  . t h i s  p rob lem,  

r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  s i m p l y  come i n  w i t h  a broad  b r u s h  and 

sweep away d e d i c a t e d  p e o p l e  i n  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ;  p e o p l e  

t h a t  had d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  consumer p r o t e c t i o n .  

In  f a c t ,  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  I have s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a s k e d  



m i c r o b i o l o g i s t s , a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  C h a r l i e  T h a y e r ,  who 

was i n v o l v e d  d e e p l y  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s amples  

g a t h e r e d ,  w h e t h e r  t h i s  problem has  e v e r  been c o r r e c t e d .  

Q u i t e  r e c e n t l y  i n  t h e  ' 7 0 1 s , m y  l a s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  C h a r l i e ,  

he r e a f f i r m e d  t o  me t h a t  t h e  problem r e a l l y  has  n e v e r  

been a d e q u a t e l y  a n s w e r e d ,  n e v e r  r e a l l y  been c o v e r e d  p r o -

p e r l y  and t h a t  i t ' s  an i m i n e n t  d a n g e r ,  even  though r e -

mote ,  and t h a t  p o s s i b l y  we c o u l d  go a l o n g  t i m e ,  b u t  

a t  any  t i m e  we c o u l d  a l s o  e x p e c t  on t h e  f i n i t e  b a s i s  
+ 

t o  g e t  one o r  more c a s e s  of  bo tu l i s m  t y p e s  o f  p o i s o n i  ngs 

f r o m ,  n o t  o n l y  s e a f o o d  p r o d u c t s ,  b u t  o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  

which d i s p l a y  d e f e c t i v e  can seams.  T h i s  i s  t h e  t y p e  

o f  t h i n g  t h a t  Mr. Monfore was q u i t e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  on 

h i s  r e t u r n  from a n n u a l  l e a v e .  I f e l t  a l i t t l e  b i t  a t  

t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Mr. Monfore had been l e t  down by t h e  

s t a f f ,  b u t  on t h e  o t h e r  hand I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a -  

t i o n  i t s e l f  had n o t ,  and I ' m  s p e a k i n g  p r i m a r i l y  of  Dr. 

Goddard ,  t h a t  Dr. Goddard had n o t  been a b l e ,  because  

o f  h i s  r a t h e r  l i m i t e d  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  Food and Drug mat-  

t e r s ,  had n o t  been a b l e  t o  r e a l l y  p e r c e i v e  what t h e  

D i s t r i c t  was i n  f a c t  t r y i n g  t o  d o ,  and t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  

t h a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  was t r y i n g  t o  o f f e r  t o  t h e  Admini- 

s t r a t i o n  and t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  These  comments b r i n g  me 

somewhat t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  Dr. Goddard.  

His f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  S e a t t l e  D i s t r i c t  was ,  I f e l t  



a d i s a s t e r  r i g h t  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t .  He d i d  n o t  seem t o  

h a v e  a n y  e m p a t h y  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  and  

we r e c o g n i z e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  h e  h a d  v e r y  l i t t l e  e x -

p e r i e n c e  i n  Food  and  D r u g  m a t t e r s .  I c a n  r e c a l l  s p e c i -

f i c a l l y  t h a t  D r .  G o d d a r d  came i n  a n d  demanded t o  know 

w h a t  t h e  p e c k i n g  o r d e r  o f  t h i s  p l a c e  was; w h i c h  seemed 

l i k e  a r a t h e r  o d d  way f o r  a new Food  a n d  D r u g  Commis- 

s i o n e r  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  p e o p l e  t h a t  w e r e  a n x i o u s l y  a w a i t -  

i n g  t o  g r e e t  h i m  a n d  t o  h e l p  h i s  C o m m i s s i o n e r s h i p .  O f  

c o u r s e  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  D r .  G o d d a r d  r e a f -  

f i r m e d  some o f  o u r  s u s p i c i o n s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  h i s  l a c k  

o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  i n  Food  a n d  D r u g  m a t t e r s .  I r e a l i z e  

t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  v e r y  h a r s h ,  a n  e x t r e m e l y  h a r s h  j u d g e m e n t  

a n d  i t  p o s s i b l y  r e p r e s e n t s  an  u n o b j e c t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o n  

my p a r t ,  b u t  i t  h a s  b e e n  c o n f i r m e d  b y  o t h e r  p e o p l e  a t  

o t h e r  p l a c e s  a s  t o  D r .  G o d d a r d ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y .  Some o f  

t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  p e o p l e  f e e l  a s  t h o u g h  D r .  G o d d a r d  

b r o u g h t  p o l i t i c s  i n t o  an  a g e n c y  w h i c h  a l w a y s  h a d  p r i d e d  

i t s e l f  o n  a s c i e n t i f i c  o b j e c t i v i t y  a n d  r e s u l t e d  i n  a g r e a t  

d e a l  o f  damage t o  p e o p l e  t h a t  h a d  d e v o t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  

t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  a c r u s a d e  f o r  p u r e  f o o d s  a n d  d r u g s .  Bob, 

I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  t h a t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  o n  t h e  t a p e ,  

b u t  t h e s e  a r e  some o f  t h e  d e e p e r  f e e l i n g s  t h a t  I t h i n k  

p e r h a p s  m i g h t  a t  some t i m e  b e  v a l u a b l e  t o  a n y o n e  r e v i e w -  

i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  D r .  G o d d a r d ' s  C o m m i s s i o n e r s h i p .  



0 P. - Yes, I think it's very appropriate, Arnold. I don't 

want to leave the tape without saying that probably 


you have rather put your position modestly, and i f ,  


in fact, Dr. Goddard misunderstood you at the time; 


as I recall you later came to Washington and did some 


special investigation and Dr. Goddard personally re- 


commended and appointed you to be the Chief o f  the 


Inspection Branch in New York. 


Well, that's certainly correct. I know that my feel- 


ings were based on an incident early in Dr. Goddard's 


Food and Drug career. Also, they were based on the 


fact that Dr. Goddard was a political appointee and 


didn't completely understand the field position. Dr. 


Goddard, in the opinion of many Food and Drug people, 


did an excellent job o f  developing certain aspects of 


the Food and Drug Administration that had never been 


developed before. I felt that at New York that Dr. 


Goddard had the complete confidence o f  Weems Clevenger, 


and of course both Dr. Goddard and Clevenger seemed to 


be very pleased with the conduct o f  the Inspection Branch 


at New York District during those years. Also, Bob, 


there was a special investigation at Washington before 


I went to New York which seemed to uncover certain things 


that were suspect, and which gave Dr. Goddard a basis 


for taking personnel actions that he felt were necessary. 




P .  - I remember t h a t  you came t o  Washington and d i d  t h a t , a n d  

t h a t  i t  was c o n s i d e r e d  q u i t e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  a t  t h e  t i m e  

t o  t h e  d e g r e e  t h a t , e v e n  though we were f r i e n d s y o u  d i d n ' t  

t e l l  me much a b o u t  i t .  A t  t h i s  l a t e  d a t e  i s  t h e r e  any-  

t h i n g  r e a l l y  t h a t  you c o u l d  s a y  a b o u t  t h a t ?  

M. - I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  i t ' s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  go i n t o  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e c a u s e ,  a c t u a l l y  no one  has  e v e r  r e p o r t e d  

t o  me what t h e  a c t i o n s  were t a k e n  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e ,  

and I would h a t e  t o  i n v o l v e  p e o p l e  t h a t  might  be h u r t  

because  o f  some th ing  t h a t  I migh t  s a y  i n a d v e r t e n t l y .  I 

t h i n k  t h a t  i t  would be no s e c r e t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  i n -

v e s t i g a t i o n  d i d  i n v o l v e  p o s s i b l e  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Bureau o f  A n t i b i o t i c s ,  and t h i s  was 

a s u b s e q u e n t  a c t i o n  .to t h e  Dr. Welsh problems e a r l i e r .  

Of c o u r s e  I had n o t h i n g  wha t soeve r  t o  do w i t h  t h e  Dr. 

Welsh problems i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  ' 6 0 ' s .  

P .  - Wel l ,  I wanted t o  a s k  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  m a t t e r  

i n  S e a t t l e  and more o r  l e s s  g e t  y o u r  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t o r y ,  

g e t  some o f  t h e  f a c t s  on t h e  r e c o r d .  I ,  l o o k i n g  back 

a t  what w e ' v e  s a i d  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  any 

f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  I have .  We ' r e  h e r e ,  and i f  t h e r e ' s  

a n y t h i n g  more y o u ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y ,  why t h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  

f o r  i t .  

M. - Wel l ,  Bob, go ing  back somewhat i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  and t h e  

. e v o l v e m e n t  of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  o r g a n i z a -

t i o n  was somewhat i s o l a t e d ;  maybe a l i t t l e  b j t  



s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  a r r o g a n t  because  we w e r e n ' t  i n v o l v e d  

w i t h  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s .  P o s s i b l y  we w e r e n ' t  l a r g e  

enough t o  r e a l l y  w a r r a n t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  

t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t .  P o s s i b l y  one  of  t h e  t h i n g s  we d i d  

a t  S e a t t l e  D i s t r i c t  t h a t  b r o u g h t  t h e  Food and Drug 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o u t  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  c l o s e t  and i n t o  

t h e  l i m e l i g h t  o f  n a t i o n a l  p r e s s  c o v e r a g e ,  and t h e  a t t e n -  

t i o n  of  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  was t h e  famous c r a n b e r r y  i n -  

c i d e n t ,  where S e a t t l e  D i s t r i c t  f o r  a number o f  months  

had known t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  recommendat ions  

o f  bo th  t h e  Depar tment  of  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  and o f  Food and 

Drug,  had used 3-aminot  r i a z o l  a s  a w e e d i c i d e ,  a s  a 

h e r b i c i d e  on c r a n b e r r y  bogs .  We s u s p e c t e d ,  b u t  we d i d n ' t  

have t h e  a n a l y t i c a l  e v i dence  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  3-amino-  

t r i a z o l  was a s y s t e m i c  t h a t  went  i n t o  t h e  c r a n b e r r y  

f r u i t ,  c r a n b e r r y  b e r r i e s .  However, we c o n t i n u e d  t o  

work o n  t h e  problem c h e m i c a l l y  and a l l  d u r i n g  t h e  sum-

mer ,  f rom t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  bogs were t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  

s p r i n g ,  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  we d i d n ' t  have t h e  

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a n a l y t i c a l  measu res  t h a t  we l a t e r  had 

f o r  d e t e c t i n g  s u c h  p e s t i c i d e s .  So i t  was a r e a l  h a r d  

problem w i t h  p a p e r  ch romotography .  P h i l  G r e e r ,  t h e  

l e a d  a n a l y s t  on t h e  p rob lem,  who was v e r y  p e r s i s t e n t  

and  worked hard  and many o v e r - t i m e  h o u r s  t o  s o l v e  t h e  

problem and e v e n t u a l l y  came u p  w i t h  i r r e f u t a b l e  e v i -

dence  t h a t  t h e  c r a n b e r r i e s  were c o n t a m i n a t e d  w i t h  



3 - a m i n o t r i a z o l .  3 - a m i n o t r i a z o l  a l r e a d y  had been 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a s t r o n g  c a r c i n o g e n  and of  c o u r s e  t h e  

o n l y  recommendat ions  t h a t  I o r  Mr. Monfore c o u l d  make 

a t  t h e  t i m e  was t o  t i e  u p  t h e  c r o p  long  enough t o  g e t  

s u f f i c i e n t  a n a l y s e s  t o  know whe the r  o r  n o t  we c o u l d  

s u s t a i n  s e i z u r e s .  T h i s  i s  what we d i d .  Of c o u r s e  

t h i s  h i t  t h e  p a p e r s  a v e r y  few weeks ,  two o r  t h r e e  

weeks b e f o r e  T h a n k s g i v i n g .  So i t  was a s o r t  o f  t h e  

Food 	 and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  go ing  a g a i n s t  motherhood;  

c r a n b e r r i e s  a t  Thanksg iv ing  which r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c i t y .  From t h a t  t i m e  t o  t h i s ,  1 f e e l  a s  

though t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a -  

t i o n  	has  been more i n  t h e  l i m e l i g h t  t h a n  t h e y  were 

e v e r  	p r i o r  t o  t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  

P .  -	 I would a g r e e .  

M .  	 - A r a t h e r  s a d ,  b u t  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e l i g h t ,  and I 'm  n o t  

i n f e r r i n g  a n y t h i n g  b e c a u s e  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know, b u t  

P h i l ,  who worked w i t h  3 - a m i n o t r i a z o l  s t a n d a r d s  and 

w i t h  t h e  c r a n b e r r i e s  t h a t  y e a r ,  v e r y  s h o r t l y  t h e r e -  

a f t e r  p a s s e d  away from l e u k e m i a .  We d o n ' t  know what  

t h e  c a u s e  of  t h e  l eukemia  was.  

P .  	 - I  d i d n ' t  know t h a t  e i t h e r .  Well t h a t ' s  an i n t e r e s t -

i n g  t h i n g .  I ' v e  had p e o p l e  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  c r a n b e r r y  

e p i s o d e ,  b u t  n o t  q u i t e  s a y  t h e  t h i n g s  y o u ' v e  s a i d  

and t h a t  w i l l  f i l l  i n  on a s t o r y .  

M .  -	 The Depar tment  of  A g r i c u l t u r e  r e s c u e d  t h e  i n d u s t r y  



t o  some e x t e n t  b y  g i v i n g  t h e m  s u b s i d i e s  f o r  t h e  l o s t  

c r o p .  However ,  i n  my p h i l o s o p h y  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i t  

seemed r a t h e r  i r o n i c  t h a t  t h e y  d i s o b e y e d  t h e  recomrnend-

a t i o n s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e n  w e r e  

r e w a r d e d  f o r  h a v i n g  c o n t a m i n a t e d  t h e i r  own c r o p .  

P .  	 - They  d i d n ' t  d o  i t  t h r o u g h  i g n o r a n c e  o r  t h r o u g h  i n a d v e r -  

t e n c e ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  k n o w l e d g e . .  . 
M .  -	 . . .w i t h  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  

P .  -	 . . .t h e y  h a d  been  w a r n e d .  

M .  	 - T h e y  h a d  b e e n  w a r n e d ,  b u t  a g a i n ,  t h e y  w e r e  t a k i n g  t h e  

c h a n c e  t h a t  we w o u l d n ' t  d e v e l o p  m e t h o d s  i n  t i m e  t o  

c a t c h  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c r o p .  

P .  	 - W e l l ,  A r n o l d ,  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  m o r e  t o  s a y  

r i g h t  now, I t h i n k  we m i g h t  j u s t  c l o s e  o f f  t h  s i n t e r -

v i e w ,  b u t  b e f o r e  we do,  y o u  have  n e g l e c t e d  t o  m e n t i o n  

a s  I r e c a l l  i n  1 9 6 4 ,  y o u  w e r e  a w a r d e d  t h e  FDA a w a r d  

o f  m e r i t  b y  G e o r g e  L a r r i c k ,  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  C o m m i s s i o n e r  

A g a i n ,  i f  I r e c a l l  r i g h t ,  i t  was l a r g e l y  f o r  y o u r  r e -

c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  s u g g e s t i o n s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  

c o m p u t e r  f o r  r e c o r d i n g  f i e l d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  d a t a ;  t h a t  

i s  t h e  f a c t o r y  i n s p e c t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  s a m p l e  i n f o r -

m a t i o n .  O f  c o u r s e ,  s i n c e  my j o b  l a t e r  i n v o l v e d  t h a t  

v e r y  t h i n g ,  I h a v e  t o  e i t h e r  t h a n k  y o u  o r  damn y o u  f o r  

m a k i n g  t h a t  s u g g e s t i o n ,  b u t  i t  d i d  g i v e  y o u  t h e  FDA 

a w a r d  o f  m e r i t .  

M .  -	 W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  y o u  remembered i t ,  Bob, b u t  



I a l w a y s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  d i d  h a v e ,  no  p u n  i n -  

t e n d e d ,  some m e r i t  t o  i t ,  h o w e v e r ,  l a t e r  on  I r e a l l y  

h a d  t o  h a v e  s e c o n d  t h o u g h t s  b e c a u s e  o f  r a t h e r  i n a d e -

q u a t e  IBM o r  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  r e c o r d i n g  e q u i p m e n t .  A c t u -

a l l y ,  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  d a t a ,  s a m p l i n g  d a t a ,  

a n d  a n a l y t i c a l  d a t a  i n  a  r e c o r d i n g  s y s t e m  c o u l d  b e  d o n e  

much b e t t e r  w i t h  m o d e r n  e l e c t r o n i c  e q u i p m e n t ;  a n d  p a r -  

t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  s o l i d  s t a t e  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  c o m p u t e r s  

h a s  become s t a n d a r d .  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  y o u  p r o b a b l y  

d o ,  Bob, how much i m p r o v e d  t h e  d a t a  g a t h e r i n g  s y s t e m  

c o u l d  b e  w i t h  t h e  m o d e r n  c o m p u t e r .  

P. 	- Y o u ' l l  be  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  FDA i s  

i n s t a l l i n g  m i n i - c o m p u t e r s  i n  e a c h  D i s t r i c t  t h a t  w i l l  

n o t  o n l y  r e c o r d  t h e  d a t a  a n d  t r a n s m i t  i t  on t o  a mas-

t e r  c o m p u t e r  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  s o  t h a t  we w i l l  h a v e  s t a -  

t i s t i c a l  t a b u l a t i o n s  a n d  so ,  b u t  w h i c h  w i l l  make t h e  

d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m a n i p u l a t i o n  i n  m a n a g e m e n t ' s  u s e  

a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  I t h i n k  w e ' r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  g e t  

w h e r e  many h a d  h o p e d  w e ' d  be  a l o n g  t i m e  a g o .  

M .  	 - The  p u n c h c a r d  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  o l d  c o m p u t e r s  was v e r y  

t i m e  c o n s u m i n g  a n d  e x p e n s i v e ,  o f  c o u r s e .  I t  d i d n ' t  

a l w a y s  r e c o r d  a c c u r a t e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t i m e  l a g s .  I f  

t h e  s y s t e m  c a n  b e  made q u i t e ,  a l m o s t  i n s t a n t a n e o u s  w i t h  

t h e  g a t h e r i n g  o f  t h e  d a t a ,  i t  w i l l  h e l p  b o t h  t h e  p l a n -  

n e r s ,  a n d  t h e  p r o j e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I t  w i l l  



be  o f  i n e s t i m a b l e  h e l p  i n  b u d g e t i n g ,  b o t h  b y  t h e  B u r e a u  

o f  t h e  B u d g e t , a n d  b y  t h e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e s  i n  

e v a l u a t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  Food  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i -  

s t r a t i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r .  So I r e a l l y  f e e l  a s  

t h o u g h  t h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  a t  t h e  t i m e  I know 

t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  h a d  many d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  was 

a k e r n e l  o f  an  i d e a  t h a t  s t i l l  h a s n ' t  r e a l i z e d  i t s  f u l l  

p o t e n t i a l .  

I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  I s p e n t  t e n  y e a r s  o f  

my l i f e  t r y i n g  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  p o t e n t i a l ,  a n d  i t s  s t i l l  

g o t  a l o n g  way t o  go .  

We1 1 ,  A r n o l d ,  i f  y o u  h a v e n ' t  a n y  m o r e  t o  a d d  t h e n ,  

I t h i n k  we w i l l  c l o s e  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  a n d  I w a n t  t o  t h a n k  

y o u  v e r y  much. 

W e l l ,  Bob, i t ' s  b e e n  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  o l d  t i m e s  

a n d  r e m i n i s c e n c e  a l i t t l e .  I f  t h e r e ' s  a n y  o t h e r  s u b -

j e c t  m a t t e r  t h a t  comes u p  i n  w h i c h  I h a v e  h a d  some 

h a n d  i n  d o i n g ,  l e t  me know and  I'll b e  g l a d  t o  augmen t  

a n y t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  o n  t h e  t a p e .  

- Thank  y o u  v e r y  much.  




