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INTRODUCTION 

This i s  a t ranscr ip t ion  of a taped interview, one of a 

s e r i e s  conducted by Robert G. Porter and Fred L. Lofsvold, 

r e t i r ed  employees of the  U. S. Food and Drug Administration. 

The interviews were held with r e t i r e d  F.D.A. employees 

whose recol lect ions  may serve t o  enrich the wr i t ten  record. 

I t  is hoped t h a t  these narrat ives  of things past  will  serve 

as source material  f o r  present and fu tu re  researchers;  t h a t  

the s t o r i e s  of important accomplishments, i n t e r e s t i ng  events,  

and dist inguished leaders  will  f ind a place i n  ':raining and 

or ien ta t ion  of new employees, and may be' useful t o  enhance 

the morale of the organization; and f i n a l l y ,  thiit they wil l  

be of value t o  Dr. James Harvey Young i n  the  wri t ing of t he  

history of the  Food and Drug Administration. 

The tapes and t ranscr ip t ions  wi l l  become a pa r t  of the  

col lect ion of the  National Library of Medicine and copies of 

the t ranscr ip t ions  wi l l  be placed i n  the Library of Emory 

University. 
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Food and Drug Administration 
Room 500 U.S. Customhouse 
721 19th Street 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
303-837-491 5 

TAPE INDEX SHEET 

CASSETTE NUMBER(S) 1 and 2 

GENERAL TOPIC OF INTERVIEW: H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Food and Druq A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

DATE: Feb. 1, 1982 PLACE: Washington, D. C. LENGTH: 11 0 M i  n 

INTERVIEWEE INTERVIEWEL 

NAME: Lessel L. Ramsey NAME: Fred L. L o f s v o l d-
ADDRESS: ADDRESS: U. S. Food & Drug Admin. 

  Denver, Colorado 

FDA SERVICE DATES: FROM 1g42 TO: 1973 RETIRED? Yes 

TITLE: Deputy D i r e c t o r ,  O f f i c e  o f  Compliance, Bureau o f  Foods 
( I f  r e t i r e d ,  t i t l e  o f  l a s t  FDA position)- 

CASS. SIDE EST.MIN. SUBJECT 
NO. NO.1 ON TAPEI 

I n t r o d u c t o r y  Remarks. 

P e s t i c i d e  Residue Methodology. 

Sodi um monof 1 uoraceta te  (1 080). 

Dimethyldichlorosuccinate used t o  preserve cheese. 

Tolerances f o r  p e s t i c i d e s  i n  foods, i n fo rma l  to1  erances. 

P e s t i c i d e  Chemicals Amendment o f  1954 (Mi 11 e r  Amendment). 

Gra in  Fumigants - Methodology - Tolerances. 

Begin s i d e  B o f  Tape, c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  above. 

Food Add i t i ves  Amendment 

~ e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  Bureau o f  B i o l o g i c a l  and 


Physical  Sciences. 
Contamination o f  Foods by Poison Gases - Methodology -

C i v i 1 Defense Program. 
Pes t i c i des : Science Advisory Committee, A c t i o n  Levels , 

Gas Chromatography. 
Zero Tolerance 
Cyclamates cont roversy  - e f f e c t  on Ley, Rankin and K i r k .  
Begin Tape 2, s i d e  A, Cont inuat ion  o f  above. 
Pes t i c i des  - R e l a t i o n  t o  Environmental Hea l th  - EPA. 
FDA Pol i c y  r e  Pub1 i c  Appearances. 
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Cass. s i d e  Est.Min. 
No. No. On Tape 

Page Sub jec t  
NO. 

AOAC, Assoc ia t i on  o f  O f f i c i a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
Chemists - C o l l a b o r a t i v e  Work. 

Wai ter  G. Campbell. 
Paul B. Dunbar. 
Charles C. Crawford. 
George P. L a r r i c k .  
Begin Side B, c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  above. 
James Goddard. 
Herber t  Ley. 
Robert S. Roe. 
Genera1 Discussion o f  o thers  Ramsey had worked 

w i t h  i n  FDA. 
End o f  I n te rv iew .  



T h i s  i s  a  r e c o r d i n g  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  FDA O r a l  H i s t o r y  

i n t e r v i e w s .  We a r e  i n t e r v i e w i n g  t o d a y  M r . ,  L e s s e l  L. 

Ramsey, a r e t i r e d  s c i e n t i s t  f r o m  t h e  Food and  D r u g  A d m i n i s -  

t r a t i o n ,  a t  t h e  Cosmos C l u b ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. The d a t e  i s  

F e b r u a r y  1, 1 9 8 2 ,  i n t e r v i e w e r  i s  F r e d  L o f : ; v o l d .  

L o f s v o l d :  M r .  Ramsey w o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  s k e t c h  o u t  b r i e f l y  

y o u r  c a r e e r  w i t h  FDA, when y o u  s t a r t e d  a n d  w h a t  k i n d  o f  

j o b s  y o u  h e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  y o u  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  a g e n c y ?  

Ramsey: Yes. When W o r l d  Y a r  I 1  came a l o n g ,  I was i n  

W a s h i n g t o n  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  R a i l r o a d  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  a s  a 

h i g h - f l o w n  c l e r k ,  a t  l e a s t  a c l e r k  w i t h  a h i g h - f l o w n  t i t l e .  

I h a d  t a u g h t  h i g h  s c h o o l  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  

t h e r e  w a s n ' t  much o f  a f u t u r e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  t e a c h i n q  i n  

W i s c o n s i n ,  I h a d  t a k e n  one  e x a m i n a t i o n  a f t e r  a n o t h e r .  

T h e r e  w a s n ' t  a f e d e r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  I was q u a l i -

f i e d ,  o r  a s t a t e  o r  a l o c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  

t a k e .  

I h a d  a l w a y s  h a d  a h a n k e r i n g  t o  g e t  b a c k  i n t o  chem- 

i s t r y .  I h a d  d o n e  some g r a d u a t e  work  i n  c h e m i s t r y .  I 

had t a k e n  a c o u r s e  o n  t h e  a d u l t e r a t i o n  o f  f o o d s  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  U i s c o n s i n ,  i n  a summer s e s s i o n  when I was 

t e a c h i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  c h e m i s t r y ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  o t h e r  c o u r s e s  



w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  l e d  t o  a  m a s t e r s  d e g r e e  i n  c h e m i s t r y ,  b u t  

I d i d  n o t  f i n d  t i m e  t o  f o l l o w  t h a t  up. The p o i n t  I w a n t e d  

t o  make was, t h a t  I h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c h e m i s -  

t r y ,  a l t h o u g h  h e r e  I was i n  a c l e r i c a l  j o b ,  a t  a G S - 6  

l e v e l ,  w h i c h  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was some $2300 a y e a r .  

The w a r  came a l o n g  a n d  t h e  R o o s e v e l t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

was g o i n g  t o  move t h e  R a i l r o a d  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  o u t  o f  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  a l l  o f  i t s  o f f i c e s  t o  C h i c a g o  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

n e e d e d  s p a c e  f o r  w a r  o f f i c e s .  I h a d  a h o r r o r  o f  m o v i n g  

f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n  t o  C h i c a g o  b e c a u s e  I a l w a y s  r e g a r d e d  

C h i c a g o  a s  a c i t y  o f  s l u m s  a n d  d i r t  a n d  f i l t h  a n d  I d i d n ' t  

see  m y s e l f  r a i s i n g  up my f a m i l y  i n  C h i c a g o .  So I b e g a n  t o  

l o o k  a r o u n d ,  I h a d  l o o k e d  b e f o r e ,  b u t  now I r e a l l y  b e g a n  t o  

l o o k  f o r  a j o b .  T h e r e  w e r e  j o b s  i n  t h e  w a r  a g e n c i e s  b u t  

s i n c e  I h a d  t a k ' e n  a c o u r s e  i n  a d u l t e r a t i o n  o f  f o o d s ,  I knew 

a b o u t  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( I  h a d  done  a l o t  o f  

r e a d i n g ,  I knew a b o u t  t h e  A . O . A . C .  Book o f  M e t h o d s ;  we h a d  

u s e d  i t  b a c k  t h e r e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y )  a n d  d e c i d e d  t h a t  was 

t h e  p l a c e  I w o u l d  a p p l y .  

I went  D v e r  and war i n t e r v i e w e d  by Dr. Ward B e n j a m i n  

W h i t e ,  b y  L o w r y  Beacham, b y  J. W. S a l e  who was t h e  Head o f  

t h e  B e v e r a g e  S e c t i o n ,  b y  J. K e n n e t h  K i r k  who was i n  t h e  

I n t e r s t a t e  O f f i c e ,  so c a l l e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I was i m p r e s s e d  

w i t h  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  They  were  p e o p l e  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  



p e o p l e  who seemed t o  know w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g .  The new 

a g e n c y  f r o m  w h i c h  I h a d  come, on  t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  s i n c e  i t  

h a d  grown up i n  t h e  R o o s e v e l t  y e a r s ,  was n o t  q u i t e  t h a t  

same s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  I t  h a d n ' t  r e a l l y  s h a k e n  down y e t .  So 

I was i m p r e s s e d .  

When D r .  W h i t e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  h a d  a p o s i t i o n  open  t h a t  

h e  was t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  f i l l i n g  b e c a u s e  a c h e m i s t  h a d  j u s t  

l e f t ,  I i n d i c a t e d  some i n t e r e s t  i n  i t .  So h e  came o v e r  t o  

i n t e r v i e w  my s u p e r v i s o r s  a t  t h e  R a i l r o a d  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d ,  

he  a n d  L o w r y  Beacham b o t h .  Then t h e y  w e n t  b a c k  a n d  d i s -  

c u s s e d  i t .  D r .  W h i t e  t o l d  me h e  a l s o  t o o k  i t  up w i t h  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  b e c a u s e  h e r e  I was a t  $ 2 3 0 0 ,  a n d  I was 

a p p l y i n g  f o r  a j o b  a s  a j u n i o r  c h e m i s t ,  w h i c h  was a P - 1  a t  

$2,000.00, a n d  wha t  c o u l d  b e  d o n e  a b o u t  t h a t .  J. W a l t e r  

S a l e  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  w e l l  I was a m a t u r e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  l e t  me 

s e e ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  i t  was 1942 ,  I was some 3 3  y e a r s  o l d .  I 

was a m a t u r e  i n d i v i d u a l .  He w o u l d  o f f e r  no  o b j e c t i o n  i f  

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  go a l o n g  w i t h  s t d r t i n g  me i n  t h e  

m i d d l e  o f  a P g r a d e .  So I s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a P - 1  

g r a d e .  

My f i r s t  s u p e r v i s o r  was R o b e r t  Ambrosa O s b o r n ,  h e  n e v e r  

l i k e d  h i s  m i d d l e  name Ambrose. A f i n e  o l d  c a r e e r  f o o d  a n d  

d r u g g e r  who knew t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  F o o d  a i i d  D r u g ,  h e  was a 

s k i l l e d  a n a l y t i c a l  c h e m i s t ;  i t  was a t  h i s  k n e e  t h a t  I 



l e a r n e d  a l o t  a b o u t  a n a l y t i c a l  c h e m i s t r y .  B e f o r e  I a c t -

u a l l y  s t a r t e d  l a h o r a t o r y  w o r k ,  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  weeks  I s p e n t  

i n  D r .  W h i t e ' s  o f f i c e .  He d e c i d e d  t h a t  I n e e d e d  a t w o  week 

p e r i o d  o f  i n d o c . t r i n a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  p o l i c i e s  

o f  Food  and  D r u g .  So I s p e n t  t w o  weeks  t h e r e  a n d  I ' v e  

a l w a y s  b e e n  g r a t e f u l  t h a t  he  w o u l d  t a k e  t h a t  t i m e  t o  do  

t h a t  b e c a u s e  i t  d i d  p r o v e  t o  b e  v e r y  h e l p f u l .  

Anyway, I b e g a n  a r o u t i n e  a n a l y s i s  o f  f r u i t  j u i c e s  F o r  

t h e i r  p o t a s h ,  P2 05, y e s ,  w h a t  e l s e  d i d  we a n a l y z e  f o r ,  

s u g a r ?  L e t  me s e e ,  a s h ,  p o t a s h  a n d  t h e n ,  we d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  

d o  s u g a r ,  we t o o k  t h e  r e a d i n g  o n  t h e  s a c c h a r i m e t e r  t o  g e t  

t h e  s u g a r  c o n t e n t  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  b u i l d i n g  u p  a u t h e n t i c  

d a t a .  I s p e n t  a b o u t  a  y e a r  a t  t h a t .  

Then W i l b u r  I .  P a t t e r s o n  was h i r e d  b y  Ben W h i t e  t o  h e a d  

u p  t h e  M e t h o d s  B r a n c h .  I was t h e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  down t o  w o r k  

w i t h  P a t t e r s o n  on t h e  d e c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  f o o d ,  t o  f i n d  some 

c h e m i c a l  i n d i c e s  f o r  d e c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  f o o d .  P a t t e r s o n  was 

a  w e l l - g r o u n d e d  o r g a n i c  c h e m i s t  a s  w e l l  a s  b i o c h e m i s t .  He 

h a d  d o n e  a p o s t , - d o c t o r a l  t o u r  u n d e r  D u V i g n e a u  a t  G e o r g e  

Washington U n i v r t r s i t y .  DeViqneau l a t e r  became a Nobel 

P r i z e  w i n n e r .  T h e r e  w a s n ' t  a n y  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  D r .  P a t t e r s o n  

h a d  a g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  on me. I was i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  h i s  

c r e d e n t i a l s ,  a n d  more  t h a n  t h a t ,  h e  r e a l l y  knew c h e m i s t r , ~ .  

He knew more  a b o u t  c h e m i s t r y  t h a n  I e v e r y  t h o u g h t  e x i s t e d .  



I s p e n t  s e v e r a l  h a p p y  y e a r s  l e a r n i n g  c h e m i s t r y ,  l e a r n -

i n g  a n a l y t i c a l  c h e m i s t r y ,  l e a r n i n g  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  f o o d s .  

T h e n  o f  c o u r s e ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  I came i n ,  we w e r e  s t i l l  a n a -

l y z i n g  a l o t  o f  f o o d s  f o r  p e s t i c i d e  r e s i d u e  a n d  t h e  p r o b l e m  

o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Foods  was t o  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  m e t h o d s  f o r  

t h e s e  p e s t i c i d e  r e s i d u e s  w h i c h  w e r e  l a r q e l y  l e a d ,  a r s e n i c ,  

and  f l u o r i d e .  

I n  1942 ,  DOT was b e i n g  u s e d  i n  t h e  Army t o  c o m b a t  l i c e  

a n d  i t  was f o u n d  a l s o  t o  he  a g o o d  a q r i c u l t u r a l  p e s t i c i d e .  

W i t h  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  DOT, t h e r e  was a b u r g e o n i n g  t h e n  o f  

o r g a n i c  p e s t i c i d e s .  I was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  w o r k  f o r  m e t h o d s  

on many o f  t h o s e ,  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i s o m e r s  o f  b e n z e n e  

h e x a c h l o r i d e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e .  One o f  t h e m  t h a t  r e a l l y  g a v e  u s  

some d a r k  moments was s o d i u m  m o n o f l u o r a c e t . a t e ;  t h e  common 

name a t  t h e  t i m e  was 1080 .  I t  was an e x t r e m e l y  t o x i c  s u b -

s t a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  o f  s p e c i e s  v a r i e d  v e r y  much. 

I t  was u s e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  we b e q a n  w o r k  on  - ~ tas a r a t  p o i -

son ,  b u t  d o g s  w e r e  much more  s e n s i t i v e .  Whereas,  t h e  LO50 

f o r  r a t s  was o f  t h e  o r d e r  o f  a b o u t  1 0  m g / k i l o g r a m  o f  b o d y  

w e i g h t ,  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t o x i c i t y  f o r  d o g s  war; a b o u t  a t e n t h  of 

a m g / k i l o g r a n  b o d y  w e i g h t .  5 0  t o  1 0 0  t i m e s  m o r e  t o x i c  t o  

d o g s .  

We n e e d e d  a m e t h o d  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  h a d  been  some m i s u s e  

o f  i t .  The s t u f f  i s  v e r y  s o l u b l e  i n  wate l -  a n d  s o  i t  h a d  



b e e n  u s e d  i n  s o u f f l e  c u p s  as  a r o d e n t i c i d e  i n  f o o d  w a r e -

h o u s e s  and  f e e d  w a r e h o u s e s .  They  h a d  t a k e n  t h e s e  c u p s  i n  

some i n s t a n c e s  a n d  p u t  t h e m  o n  b a g s  o f  f l o u r  o r  b a g s  o f  

f e e d ,  a n d  t h e  c u p s  w o u l d  g e t  j a r r e d  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  s p i l l  

a n d  so f o r t h .  So t h a t  was o n e  o f  my f i r s t  a s s i g n m e n t s ,  t o  

d e v e l o p  a m e t h o d  f o r  1080 .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  j u s t  a f e w  y e a r s  

l a t e r  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  a b o u t  1080.  

One o f  o u r  p h a r m a c o l o g i s t s ,  J a c k  F r a w l e y ,  was c a l l e d  t o  

s e r v i c e  when t h e  K o r e a n  War b r o k e  o u t  i n  t h e  ' 5 0 ' s .  B e i n g  

a  p h a r m a c o l o g i s t ,  h e  was n o t  s e n t  i n t o  t h e  b a t t l e  l i n e .  He 

w e n t  o v e r  t o  W a l t e r  Reed H o s p i t a l  t o  c o n d u c t  t o x i c o 1 o g . y  

f e e d i n g  s t u d i e s  f o r  t h e  Army. One o f  t h e  f e e d i n g  s t u d i e s  

t h a t  h e  was c o n d u c t i n g  i n v o l v e d  dogs .  He h a d  a  c o l o n y  o f  

a r o u n d  a 1 0 0  d o g s  o v e r  t h e r e .  One m o r n i n g  he came t o  w o r k  

a n d  t h e  dogs  w e r e  a l l  dead.  A  h e l l  o f  a  t r a g e d y ,  he  s a i d  

s i n c e  a b o u t  a $100 ,000  w o r t h  o f  r e s e a r c h  w e n t  down t h e  

d r a i n  when he  came t o  w o r k  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  T h e s e  dogs ,  h e  

s a i d ,  h a u l e d  o u t  a n d  p i l e d  up,  l o o k e d  l i k e  a m o u n t a i n  o f  

d o g s  o u t  t h e r e .  He c a l l e d  me u p  o n  t h e  phone.  He s a i d ,  

" L e s  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  w a s  1080, I th ink  t h e  feeding a t t e n t  

d a n t s  g o t  t h e  m i n e r a l  - v i t a m i n  m i x t u r e  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  

r o d e n t i c i d e  t h a t  we h a d  h e r e ,  w h i c h  i s  1080. "  They  h a d  i t  

r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  He s a i d ,  "In e e d  somebod.y t o  

a n a l y z e  i t .  We d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y b o d y  o v e r  h e r e  t o  a n a l y z e  



1080 .  You w e r e  t h e  o n e  who d e v e l o p e d  t h e  m e t h o d  t h a t  i s  i n  

u s e  now, a n d  w o u l d  y o u  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  a n a l y z e  i t ? "  I t o l d  

h i m  t h a t  Food a n d  D r u g  a l w a y s  c o o p e r a t e d  i n  c a s e s  l i k e  

t h i s ,  and  t h a t  I was s u r e  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  done.  I was s o  

t i e d  up  m y s e l f ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  I h a d  somebody h e r e ,  i n  f a c t  

i t  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  Owen W i n k l e r .  I s a i d ,  "'Owen W i n k l e r  w i l l  

d o  t h e  j o b  and  h e  w i l l  g e t  i t  r i g h t  f o r  y o u . "  And s u r e  

e n o u g h  we a n a l y z e d  t h e  d o g  t i s s u e ;  we a n a l y z e d  t i s s u e  f r o m  

a l l  o r g a n s  o f  s e v e r a l  dogs ,  a n d  s u r e  enough  t h e  s t u f f  was 

d i s t r i b u t e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  a n i m a l  b o d i e s  w i t : h  t h e  w a t e r  o f  

t h e  body  j u s t  as  we knew i t  t o  be. The q u a l i t a t i v e  t e s t s  

t h a t  I h a d  d e v e l o p e d  i n d i c a t e d  i t  was 1 0 8 0  a n d  q u a n t i t a -  

t i v e l y  i n d i c a t e d  i t  was i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  a p a r t  a l l  t h e  way 

up t o  a b o u t  2 t o  3 p a r t s  p e r  m i l l i o n  i n  some o f  t h a t  

t i s s u e .  

A v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e  l i g h t ,  I was a l s o  i n v o l v e d  a t  

t h a t  t i m e ,  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o t h e r  m e t h o d s ,  f o r  exam-

p l  e ,  f o r  p r e s e r v a t i v e s .  

The  o n l y  one  t h a t  r e a l l y  m i g h t  b e  w o r t h  m e n t i o n i n g  a t  

t h e  moment i s  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i v e  d i m e t h y l d i c h l o r o  s u c c i n a t e .  

The  i n d u s t r y  h a d  f o u n d  t h a t  t h i s  c h e m i c a l  i s  a p o w e r f u l  

a n t i m y c o t i c ,  u s e f u l  i n  p a c k a g i n g  s u c h  f o o d s  a s  c h e e s e ,  

b r e a d s ,  f r e s h  r a s p b e r r i e s  a n d  f r e s h  t o m a t ~ e s .  They had 

t o l d  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  abosut i t ,  a t  l e a s t  



t h e  K r a f t  Cheese Company had.  They s a i d  t h e y  h a d  f o u n d  i t  

v e r y  u s e f u l  a n d  t h e y  had d o n e  some t o x i c i t y  s t u d i e s .  T h e y  

h a d  d e c i d e d  t h a t  i t  was s a f e  t o  u s e  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e ,  and  

w h a t  d i d  Food  d n d  D r u q  t h i n k  o f  i t .  W e l l ,  t h e  a d v i c e ,  o f  

c o u r s e  t h a t  Food  a n d  D r u g  gave  was t h e  o n l y  a d v i c e  i t  c o u l d  

g i v e  u n d e r  t h e  p o i s o n  p e r  se ,  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  1938  

l a w ,  t h a t  any  s u b s t a n c e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o r  

t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f o o d ,  m u s t  b e  b a n n e d  p e r  se .  You j u s t  

c a n ' t  t o l e r a t e  i t ;  F o o d  a n d  D r u q  c a n n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  c o n d o n e  

i t s  u s e .  They  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  a n d  n e v e r - t h e - l e s s  t h e y  w e n t  

a h e a d  and  u s e d  i t ,  a n d  t h e y  u s e d  i t  f o r  some t i m e .  

So t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Food,  Ben W h i t e  s a i d ,  "We 've  g o t  t o  

h a v e  a m e t h o d ,  w e ' v e  g o t  t o  h a v e  i t  r i g h t  now, g e t  somel>ody 

t o  w o r k  o n  i t . "  So I was t h e  one  t h a t  was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  

m e t h o d  w i t h  P a t t e r s o n ' s  h e l p ,  o f  c o u r s e .  We w e n t  t o  w o r k  

on  i t  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  a q u a l i t a t i v e  t e s t  w h i c h  i s  s p e c i f i c  

f o r  a c h e m i c a l  o f  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  a q u a n t i -

t a t i v e  m e t h o d  a s  w e l l .  W e l l ,  when we g o t  t h e  r e c o v e r i e s  t o  

b e  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  I b e g a n  l o o k i n g  a t  some K r a f t  c h e e s e  a n d  

s u r e  e n o u g h  I f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  c h e m i c a l  h a d  m i g r a t e d  f r o m  the  

p a c k a g i n q  m a t e r i a l  i n t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  c h e e s e .  I n  

f a c t ,  i n  some c a s e s ,  h a d  gone  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  c h e e s e ,  i t  

b e i n g  a f a t  s o l u b l e  compound.  I n  f a c t ,  I a l s o  f o u n d  i t  i n  

some c r e a m  c h e e s e .  The a m o u n t s  f o u n d  w o u l d  b e  o f  t h e  o r d e r  



o f  a f e w  p a r t s  p e r  m i l l i o n .  T h e y  d i d n ' t  say  p r e c i s e l y  how 

much t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  m e t h o d  w o u l d  p i c k  i t  u p  

anyway down t o  t h e  l e v e l  t h a t  we w e r e  f i n d i n g  i t .  W e l l ,  i n  

some c a s e s ,  i t  was u p  t o  2 0  p a r t s  p e r  m i l l i o n ,  t h a t  was t h e  

b i g g e s t .  

A f t e r  I h a d  a n a l y z e d  a number  o f  c h e e s e s ,  t h e  F o o d  a n d  

D r u g  t o l d  t h e  K r a f t  Cheese Company t h r o u g h  one  means o r  

a n o t h e r ;  I d o n ' t  know who c o n v e y e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I s u s -

p e c t  i t  was K i r k  p r o b a b l y  who w r o t e  t h e m ,  w h a t  we h a d  f o u n d  

i n  t h e i r  c h e e s e  a n d  i f  t h e y  d i d n ' t  s t o p  i t  we w e r e  g o i n g  t o  

s e i z e  t h e  c h e e s e  a n d  s o  t h e y  came i n  t o  t a l k  t o  u s  a b o u t  

i t .  They  w a n t e d  t o  t a l k  t o  Lehman b e c a u s e  i t  was s a f e .  It 

h a p p e n e d  t h a t  H e i n y  L e p p e r  and  I s a t  i n  on  t h e  m e e t i n g  w i t h  

t h e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  K r a f t  Cheese Company a n d  Lehman 

a t  t h a t  t i m e ;  i t  was n o t  t h e  b i g  c o n g l o m e r a t e  t h a t  i t  i s  

t o d a y  a l t h o u g h  i t  was a l a r g e  company.  Lehman s a i d ,  " I t s  

t o o  t o x i c  t o  use.  I t s  a p o i s o n ,  t h e r e ' s  n o  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  

i t .  I t  s h o u l d n ' t  b e  u s e d . "  And t h e n ,  "How much d i d  y o u  

f i n d ? "  And s o  I r e p o r t e d  my f i n d i n g s  and  I s a i d ,  " A l s o  I 

f o u n d  i t  i n  some c r e a m  c h e e s e . "  

L o f  s v o  I d :  " You Found  i t  i n  some c r e a m  c h e e s e ? "  

Ramsay: "Yes ,  f o u n d  i t  i n  some c r e a m  c h e e s e . "  " W e l l ,  y o u  

c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  f o u n d  i t  i n  any  c r e a m  c h e e s e  b e c a u s e  we d o n ' t  

u s e  i t  i n  c r e a m  c h e e s e . "  So h e r e  I was s i t t i n g  a t  t h i s  b i g  



t a b l e  h e r e  ( I  was j u s t  a l o w l y  j u n i o r  c h e m i s t ) .  H e r e  wijs 

t h e  A s s i s t a n t  C h i e f  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Food,  h e r e  was t h e  

C h i e f  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P h a r m a c o l o g y  a n d  h e r e  was t h e  ~ v i c e  

p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  K r a f t  Cheese  Company s a y i n g ,  my god,  

t h e r e ' s  s o m e t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  t h a t  c h e m i s t  o f  y o u r s .  He 

f o u n d  some t h a t  we d i d n ' t  p u t  i n  t h e r e .  A l l  I c o u l d  d o  was 

t o  s a y  t h e  m e t h o d  t h a t  I h a d  u s e d ,  a n d  I h a d  some 

c o n f i d e n c e  i n  i t ,  shows t h a t  i t  was i n  t h a t  c r e a m  c h e e s e .  

So we came b a c k ,  a n d  t i m e  w e n t  on  and  p r e t t y  s o o n  t h e  

G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  o f  t h e  K r a f t  Cheese Company s t o p p e d  i n  a t t  

H e i n y  L e p p e r ' s  o f f i c e  one  day ,  s a i d  h e  w a n t e d  t o  make an 

a p o l o g y .  He s a i d  t h e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  K r a f t  Cheese! 

Company was n o t  f u l l y  i n f o r m e d  when h e  was i n  W a s h i n g t o n  . 

l a s t  t i m e  a n d  he  t o l d  a g r o u p  t h a t  t h e  K r a f t  Cheese Company 

h a d  n o t  u s e d  an,y d i m e t h y l d i c h l o r o  s u c c i n a t e  i n  t h e i r  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  Cream Cheese.  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e y  h a d  u s e d  i t ,  t h e  

G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  s a i d .  T h a t  was one  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

b o o s t e d  my p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

By god,  I h a d  b e e n  redeemed.  H e i n y  L e p p e r  b e i n g  t h e  k i n d  

o f  a man h e  was, saw t o  i t  r i g h t  away t h a t  e v e r y b o d y  was 

i n f o r m e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  t h a t  t h e  K r a f t  Cheese  

Company d i d n ' t  ltnow w h a t  t h e  h e l l  i t  was d o i n g  a n d  we h a d  

t o  t e l l  them. 



I t h i n k  t h a t  t a k e s  c a r e  o f  t h a t .  O f  c o u r s e ,  I was 

s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  been  a r e s e a r c h  c h e m i s t  t o  some e x t e n t  

t h e r e  i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Food. I w o r k e d  on a l o t  o f  t h i n g s  

s u c h  a s ,  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  f a t t y  a c i d s .  Sone o f  t h e s e  

t h i n g s  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o o  much p r a c t i c a l  v a l u e ,  a l -

t h o u g h  we t h o u g h t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s e p a r a t e  

o u t  p r o p i o n i c  a c i d ,  a n d  u s e  t h a t  a s  an  i n d e x  o f  d e c o m p o s i -

t i o n  w o u l d  b e  a g r e a t  t h i n g .  The same way w i t h  b u t y r i c ,  

i o s o b u t y r i c  and  some o f  t h e s e  o t h e r  a c i d s .  A1 1  o f  t h a t  i n  

t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  d i d  n o t  p r o v e  t o  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l .  

T i m e  m a r c h e d  on a n d  t h e  C o n g r e s s  h a d  g rown  w e a r y  o f  

Food  a n d  D r u g ' s  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  s e t  p e s t i c i d e  t o l e r a n c e s  f o r  

t h o s e  p e s t i c i d e s  t h a t  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m o d i t i e s ,  t h a t  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  p r o d u c -

t i o n  o f  f o o d ,  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  r e a l l y  b e  a v o i d e d  i f  y o u  w e r e  

g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a d e q u a t e  f o o d  s u p p l y .  

Now u n d e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1 9 0 6  A c t ,  t h e  F o o d  and  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  s e t  a n y  t o l -

e r a n c e s ,  a n y  f o r m a l  t o l e r a n c e .  And s o  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  

beginning t e ? t a l n l y  ve+y e a r l y ,  a n d  by t h e  2 0 ' s  t h e  s q u e e z e  

was r e a l  1  a p p a r e n t .  The i n f o r m a l  t o l e r a n c e s  w e r e  t i g h -

t e n e d  on e a d  a n d  a r s e n i c ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  a b o a t  l o a d  

o f  a p p l e s  p o i s o n e d  some p e o p l e  i n  E n g l a n d ,  t h a t  had come 

f r o m  I be  i e v e ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n .  Anyway, a f t e r  



t h a t  l i t t l e  i n c i d e n t ,  Food  a n d  D r u g  c r a c k e d  down a n d  k e p t  

s q u e e z i n g  down t h e  a m o u n t s  o f  l e a d  a n d  a r s e n i c  t h a t  t h e y  

w o u l d  r e g a r d  as  b e i n g  a c c e p t a b l e  o n  a p p l e s  s h i p p e d  i n  

i n t e r s t a t e  comm'erce. 

I n  o r d e r  t o  q e t  u n d e r  t h o s e  t o l e r a n c e s ,  a c t u a l l y ,  some 

o f  t h e  b i g  o r c h a r d s  i n  t h e  West s e t  u p  g r e a t  b i g  a c i d  

w a s h e r s  i n  w h i c ! ?  t h e y  washed  t h e  a p p l e s  r i t h  d i l u t e  a c i d  i n  

o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h e  l e a d  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  l e v e l .  T h e r e  

a r e  t a l e s  o f  some o r c h a r d s  a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  f o r c e d  o u t  o f  

b u s i n e s s .  Tom B e l l i s  i s  t h e  o n e  who h a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  

t h a t  k i n d  o f  t h i n g .  H e  c a n  c i t e  t h e  names o f  t h e  p e o p l e  

and  t h e  b u s h e l s  o f  a p p l e s  t h e y  w e r e  p r o d u c i n g  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  

h a d  t o  go o u t  01' b u s i n e s s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  mee t  t h e  

a c t i o n  l e v e l .  

A c t u a l l y ,  t h i n g s  r e a l l y  g o t  s o  b a d  t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  

w e n t  t o  C o n g r e s s  a n d  c o m p l a i n e d  v e r y  b i t t e r l y  a b o u t  t h o s e  

l o w  t o l e r a n c e s  f o r  a r s e n i c  a n d  l e a d .  C o n g r e s s ,  l o  a n d  

b e h o l d  d e c i d e d  Food  a n d  D r u g  was b e i n g  t o o  z e a l o u s  a n d  t h e y  

c u t  o f f  t h e i r  f u n d s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  on a r s e n i c ,  d e f i n i t e l y  on 

a r s e n i c .  A r s e n i c  i s  the one I reft tomber Becatrse o l d  D r .  

N e l s o n  t o l d  me o n e  t i m e  a b o u t  t h i s  f i n e  g r o u p  o f  d o g s  h e  

h a d  g o i n g  o n  a f e e d i n g  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  a r s e n i c .  He s a i d ,  

"You know,  y o u  n e v e r  saw dogs  w i t h  a f i n e r  c o a t  o f  h a i r  

t h a n  t h o s e  d o g s  had.  A r s e n i c  h a s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  e n h a n c l n g  



t h e  c o m p l e x i o n  o f  p e o p l e  i n  s m a l l  a m o u n t s ,  and  o f  p r o d u c i n g  

a v e r y  f i n e  l o o k i n g  h a i r  on a n i m a l s  a s  w e ' l l  a s  p e o p l e . "  

B e g i n n i n q  i n  a b o u t  1 9 3 2  we h a d  s e t  t h a t  i n f o r m a l  t o l e r -

a n c e  a n d  t h e s e  t o l e r a n c e s  w e r e  w i d e l y  p u b l i c i z e d  a n d  by  g o d  

we e n f o r c e d  them. On f r e s h  f r u i t s  f o r  a r s e n i c  i t  was 1 . 4 ;  

f o r  l e a d  i t  was 3.5; and  f o r  f l u o r i d e  i t  was 2.8. W e l l  

C o n g r e s s ,  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  t a l e s  o f  f o o d s  b e i n g  

s e i z e d  a n d  d e s t r o y e d  a n d  so f o r t h ,  b i g  s h  i p m e n t s  o f  a p p l e s ,  

d e c i d e d  t h a t  we j u s t  w e r e n ' t  l o o k i n g  a t  a 1 1  t h e  f a c t s .  So 

t h e y  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  was t h e  o n e  t h a t  

o u g h t  t o  t e l l  how much was s a f e .  I n  1 9 4 0 ,  t h e  P u b l i c  

H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  d i d  make a s t u d y  and  t h e y  d i d  s a y  t h a t  t h a t  

a r s e n i c  i n f o r m a l  t o l e r a n c e  o u g h t  t o  be  r a i s e d  t o  3  1 1 2  

p a r t s  p e r  n i l l i o n  a n d  by  god  t h a t ' s  w h a t  we d i d .  We r a i s e d  

i t  and  we r a i s e d  t h e  l e a d  t o  7 a n d  a b o u t  t h a t  same t i m e  

t h e y  recommended t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a l  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  D D T ,  w h i c h  

was a l s o  b e i n g  u s e d ,  ( t h i s  was i n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 4 0 ' s  t h e r e  

...i t  r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  w i d e l y  u s e d  u n t i l  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  

w a r )  t h a t  i t  o u g h t  t o  be  s e t  a t  7 p a r t s  p e r  m i l l i o n .  

So t i m e  w e n t  on. b u t  we still h a d n ' t  r e a l l y  t a k e n  t h e  

b u l l  b y  t h e  h o r n s  a n d  s e t  f o r m a l  t o l e r a n c e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  t h e  1 9 3 8  l a w .  The war  h a d  made u s  s h o r t  o n  p e r s o n n e l ,  

a l o t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  d o i n g  w o r k  f o r  t h e  

Army, t h e  a n t i b i o t i c  p r o g r a m  was a b i g  c o o p e r a t i v e  p r o g r a m  



t h a t  we h a d  w i t h  t h e  Army. I t  r e q u i r e d  a l o t  o f  o u r  p e r -

s o n n e l  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  anyway ,  we s i m p l y  d i d n ' t  g e t  

a r o u n d  t o  h o l d  a h e a r i n g .  

W e l l ,  t h e  h e a r i n g s  w e r e  f i n a l l y  h e l d  b e g i n n i n g  a b o u t  

1950.  T e s t i m o n y ,  r u n n i n g  i n t o  d o z e n s  o f  v o l u m e s ,  was a c c u -

m u l a t e d .  F r a n k  M c F a r l a n d  was g i v e n  t h e  j o b  o f  g o i n g  o v e r  

t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c o r d  a n d  m a k i n g  some s e n s e  o u t  o f  i t  a n d  

c o m i n g  u p  w i t h  some f i n d i n g s ,  w i t h  some c o n c l u s i o n s  a s  t o  

w h a t  t h e  f o r m a l  t o l e r a n c e  o u g h t  t o  be  f o r  a l o n g  l i s t  o f  

p e s t i c i d e s .  He was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t  o f  c o u r s e ;  h e  was 

a b o u t  t h e  o n l y  o n e  w o r k i n g  on  i t .  W e l l ,  h e  was w o r k i n g  

r i g h t  u n d e r  C h a r l i e  C r a w f o r d  h e  s a y s ,  a n d  I g u e s s  W i n t o n  

R a n k i n  h e . l p e d  o u t  some, I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  s u r e  how much W i r ~ t o n  

was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t ,  b u t  C h a r l i e  C r a w f o r d  was c l o s e l y  

i n v o l v e d .  

F i n a l l y  i n  1955 ,  o f  c o u r s e  w i t h  G o o d r i c h ' s  p e o p l e  i n -  

v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  t o o ,  t h e y  f i n a l l y  g o t  o u t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  

t o l e r a n c e s  a n d  t h e y  f i n a l l y  f i r m e d  i t  up. So i n  1955,  we 

f i n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  t o l e r a n c e s ,  n o t  t h e  f i r s t  t o l -

erance, b u t  t h e  f i r s t  c o m p l e t e  s e t  o f  t o l e r a n c e s  that were 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  S e c t i o n  

406,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s ,  o f  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  a n d  C o s m e t i c  A c t  

o f  1938 .  W e l l ,  C o n g r e s s  h a d  g o t t e n  t i r e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  o f  a l l  

o f  t h i s  p r o l o n g e d  s t u f f  o n  s e t t i n g  t h e s e  t o l e r a n c e s .  



T h e y  d e c i d e d  i t  was  u n w i e l d y  a n d  c u m b e r s o m e  a n d  b y  God t h e y  

w e r e  g o i n g  t o  d o  i t  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  a n d  s o  t h e y  p a s s e d  a n  

a m e n d m e n t .  A  s o - c a l l e d  P e s t i c i d e  C h e m i c a l s  A m e n d m e n t  i n  

1 9 5 4 ,  t h e  M i l l e r  A m e n d m e n t  w h i c h  made  i t  v e r y  e a s y ,  p r o c e -

d u r a l  l y  a n d  a d m i n i s t a t i v e l y ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  (3 t o l e r a n c e .  You 

d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  a l o n g  h e a r i n g  a n d  a l l  t h a t  s o r t  

o f  t h i n q .  You s i m p l y  h a d  t o  g o  o n  a p e t i t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  b y  

t h e  i n d u s t r y .  A g r i c u l t u r e  w o u l d  t e l l  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  w h e t h e r  

t h e  p e s t i c i d e  w a s  u s e f u l ,  a n d  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  w o u l d  d e c i d e  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  r e s i d u e  r e m a i n i n g  f r o m  t h i s  u s e f u l n e s s  

w a s  s a f e .  T h e y  w o u l d  s e t  t h e  t o l e r a n c e  a t  t h e  s a f e  l e v e l ,  

b u t  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  s e t  i t  h i g h e r  t h a n  was  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

p r o d u c e  t h e  c r o p ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  a h i g h e r  t o l e r a n c e  w o u l d  b e  

s a f e .  T h a t  was t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h e n  o f  t h e  l o n g  s e r i e s  o f  

t o l e r a n c e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  P e s t i c i d e  C h e m i c a l s  

A m e n d m e n t .  

L o f s v o l d :  T h a t  p r o v i s i o n ,  L e s  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  f o r  o e s t i -

c i d e s . . . t h a t  g a v e  u s ,  t h e n ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e m a n d  i n f o r -  

m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  f i r m s  b e f o r e  t h e y  m a r k e t e d  t h e  a r t i c l e  

r a t h e r  t h a n  u s  h a v i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a t o l e r a n c e  a f t e r  t h e  

f a c t ,  a s  i t  h a d  b e e n  u n d e r  t h e  o r i q i n a l  b i l l .  I s  t h a t  

c o r r e c t ?  



Ramsey: T h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  T h a t  was a l a n d  mark  d e c i s i o n ,  

t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  h a d  t o  p r o v e  i t  was s a f e  b e f o r e  i t  was 

u s e d  i n s t e a d  o f  u s  p r o v i n g  i t  was u n s a f e  a f t e r  i t  h a d  b e e n  

u s e d .  

The  1 9 3 8  l a w  o f  c o u r s e ,  was a g r e a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  o v e r  

t h e  f i r s t  l a w .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  l a w ,  y o u  n o t  o n l y  h a d ' t o  p r o v e  

t h a t  l e a d  i t s e l f ,  was a p o i s o n ,  b u t  y o u  h a d  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  

t h e  f o o d  w i t h  t h a t  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  l e a d  on i t ,  was i n j u r i o u s  

t o  h e a l t h .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  w o r d i n g  o f  t h e  l a w  was, we h a d  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  t h e  a d d e d  p o i s o n o u s  o r  d e l e t e r i o u s  s u b -

s tan ,ce ,  t h e  p e s t i c i d e  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  may r e n d e r  t h e  a r t -

i c l e  i n j u r i o u s . ,  W e l l ,  t h e n ,  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h a t  was t h a t  

y o u  h a d  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  be  i n j u r i o u s  i n  t h o s e  s m a l l  

amoun ts .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  was a v e r y  h e a v y  b u r d e n  f o r  t .he  

F o o d  and  D r u g  t o  assume b u t ,  n e v e r - t h e - l e s s ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  

l e a d  a n d  a r s e n i c ,  we r e a l l y  u s e d  i t  a n d  w o r k e d  i t  t o  i t s  

l i m i t .  B u t  u n d e r  t h e  1 9 3 8  l a w ,  i t  s i m p l y  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  

s u b s t a n c e  i t s e l f ,  t h e  p o i s o n  p e r  se ,  p r o v i s i o n ,  s i m p l y  b a n s  

i t  u n l e s s  i t  i s  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n ,  o r  c a n n o t  b e  

a v o i d e d  i n  good  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r a c t i c e .  So t h a t  u s a 

g r e a t  a d v a n c e  f o r w a r d ,  b u t  now, t h e  M i l l e r  Amendment e v e n  

w e n t  f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  a n d  made i t  v e r y  s i m p l e  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t i v e l y  t o  go a h e a d  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  t o l e r a n c e s  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  

shown t o  b e  m e r e l y  u s e f u l ,  a n d  s o  t h e  t h i n g  d i d  g o  o n  f o r  

y e a r s .  



I t  was a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  I moved i n l t o  F r a n k  V o r h e s '  

o f f i c e .  F r a n k  V o r h e s  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  D r .  W h ~ i t e ,  who h a d  d i e d  

a r o u n d  1 9 5 0  o r  so .  He h a d  s u c c e e d e d  h i m  a n d  was c o n c e r n e d  

a b o u t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o o d ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  a n a -

l y t i c a l  m e t h o d s  a n d  r e s i d u e  d a t a  f o r  t h e  p e t i t i o n s  t h a t  

w e r e  c o m i n g  i n  a n d  I was made h i s  a s s i s t a n t  t o  o v e r s e e  t h a t  

o p e r a t i o n .  T h a t  w e n t  o n  f o r  a w h i l e  a n d  t h e r e  was a t r e -

mendous p r o b l e m  u n d e r  t h a t  M i l l e r  Amendment t h a t  n o b o d y  h a d  

r e a l  1.y q u i t e  r e c o g n i z e d .  

T h e r e  h a d  been  some c h e m i c a l s  u s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  

t o l e r a n c e s  f o r  a n d  y e t  when t h e  r a w  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m o d i t y  

was s h i p p e d ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  b e  r e s i d u e s  t h e r e  a n d  i t  

was c e r t a i n l y  p o i s o n o u s .  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  now t o  t h e  g r a i n  

f u m i g a n t s ,  e t h y l e n e  d i c h l o r i d e ,  c a r b o n  t e t r a c h l o r i d e ,  c a r -

b o n  b i s u l f i d e  a n d  e t h y l e n e  d i b r o m i d e .  Anyway,  t h e s e  g r a i n  

f u m i g a n t s  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  a l l  t h o s e  y e a r s  a n d  Food  a n d  D r u g  

h a d n ' t  w o r r i e d  t o o  much a b o u t  t h o s e .  They  knew t h a t  t h e r e  

w e r e  r e s i d u e s  o n  them,  o r  s u s p e c t e d  t h e r e  w e r e  when t h e  

g r a i n  was s h i p p e d  i n  i n t e r s t a t e  commerce;  i n  f a c t ,  some-

t i m e s  t h e  b o x  c a r s  w o u l d  be  f u m i g a t e d .  S o  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a n y  

q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  i t  h a d  a p o i s o n  on i t ,  b u t  t h e  assump-

t i o n  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  f o o d  a s  man a t e  i t ,  t h e r e  

w o u l d  n o t  be  any h a r m f u l  r e s i d u e .  B u t  t h e r e  w e r e  no  d a t a  

and  so t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Food was c a l l e d  upon  t o  l o o k  i n t o  



t h e  p r o b l e m  a n d  V o r h e s  t o o k  t h e  b i t  i n  h i s  t e e t h  and  s a i d ,  

" W e l l ,  w e ' l l  d o  s o m e t h i n g ,  w e ' l l  h a v e  t o  do  some 

e x p e r i m e n t s . "  

We met w i t h  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o f f i c i a l s  i n  U.S.D.A. a n d  

t h e y  s a i d  y e s ,  t h e y ' d  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  c o o p e r a t e .  T h e y  d i d n ' t  

b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a n y  p r o b l e m  b u t  t h e y  h a d  t o  a d m i t  t h e r e  

w e r e  n o  d a t a .  We d i d n ' t  know w h a t  wou ld . . .what  a c  ua 1  l y  

was t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The m e t h o d s  w e r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t h e r e  

w e r e  n o t  u s e a b l e  m e t h o d s  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  q u a n t i t a t  v e l y ,  

c a r b o n  t e t r a c h l o r i d e  i n  f u m i g a t e d  c e r e a l  p r o d u c t s ,  o r  

e t h y l e n e  d i c h l a r i d e .  T h a t  was o u r  f i r s t  j o b ,  t h e r e  i n  t h e  

D i v i s i o n  o f  Food.  

V o r h e s  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  ' w e ' v e  g o t  t o  h a v e  some h e l p .  We 

d o n ' t  h a v e  e n o u g h  p e o p l e  i n  h e r e  t h a t  c a n  w o r k  on  i t .  I: 

c a n  h a v e  Ramsey o n  i t ,  I c a n  t a k e  Munsey o f f  o f  c e r e a l  

p r o d u c t s  a n d  p u t  h i m  o n  i t  a n d  t h a t ' s  a b o u t  i t .  We've  g o t  

t h o s e  two.  W e ' l l  h a v e  t o  h a v e  some p e o p l e . "  He g o t  

a c t i o n .  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  w h a t  t h e  f i e l d  s e r v i c e  was c a l l e d  

a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  who was i n  c h a r g e  o f  i t ,  b u t  they . . .we lve  g o t  

t o  have  some people  and t t \e  people we want a t e  so and so. 

One o f  t h e m  was H a r r y  C o n r o y  f r o m  K a n s a s  C i t y .  He came 

i n  a n d  s p e n t  a c o u p l e  m o n t h s  h e r e ,  a n d  who was t h e  o t h e r  

o n e . . . t h e r e  was a f e l l o w  f r o m  B o s t o n  t h a t  c a n e  i n  a n d  a l s o  

w o r k e d  on i t .  We w o r k e d  f o r  a c o u p l e  o f  m o n t h s  a n d  we came 



u p  w i t h  p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  gave  s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e c o v e r i e s  i n  t h e  

h a n d s  o f  t h e  f o u r  o f  u s  who w e r e  w o r k i n g  on  t h e m  h e r e .  I 

d e v e l o p e d  t h e  m e t h o d  on c a r b o n  t e t r a c h l o r i d e  and  i t  gave 

s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e c o v e r i e s  i n  my hand .  I h a d  Munsey r u n  i t ,  

a n d  I h a d  C o n r o y  r u n  i t .  We g a v e  i t  t o  U.S.D.A. a n d  t h e y  

a l s o  g o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s .  Munsey w o r k e d  on t h e  o n e  

w i t h  t h e  e t h y l e n e  d i c h l o r i d e ,  a s  I remember,  a l o n g  w i t h  

C o n r o y  a n d  a l s o  o n  e t h y l e n e  d i b r o m i d e .  We f o u n d  a g a i n  t h a t  

we g o t  c o n s i s t e n t  r e s u l t s ,  r e s u l t s  t h a t  a q r e e d  f a i r l y  w e l l  

among u s  c h e m i s t s  h e r e .  We d e c i d e d  t h a t  now we w e r e  r e a d y  

t o  s t u d y  t h e  p r o b l e m  a d e q u a t e l y .  A g r i c u l t u r e  s a i d  w e l l ,  

t h e y  w o u l d  work  w i t h . . . o r  t h e y  w o u l d  p u t  u s  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

M a n h a t t a n ,  K a n s a s ' s  p i l o t  m i l l  o u t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  Kansas .  So t h e y  m i l l e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  f r a c t i o n s  o f  f l o u r ,  

f e e d ,  b r a n ,  s o  f o r t h ,  and  we a n a l y z e d  a l l  t h o s e .  

T h a t  was a b i g  u n d e r t a k i n g  a n d  F r a n k  V o r h e s  was t h e  

m a s t e r m i n d  o f  i t ,  I was j u s t  r e a l l y  t h e  one  who p u t  i t  

t o g e t h e r  a f t e r w a r d s ,  p r e t t y  much a n d  g o t  t h e  d a t a  a l l  

t o g e t h e r .  We w e r e  t h e n  a b l e  t o  go ahead  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a 

r e g u l a t i o n  t h a t  was s a f e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w o u l d  n o t  be a n y  

r e s i d u e  o f  c a r b o n  t e t r a c h l o r i d e  i n  b r e a d .  No f l o u r  i s  

e a t e n  raw ,  f l o u r  i s  a l w a y s  c o o k e d  i n  some way o r  a n o t h e r  

a n d  i n  t h a t  c o o k i n g  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  e t h y l e n e  d i c h l o r i d e ,  

c a r b o n  t e t r a c h l o r i d e  a r e  v o l a t i l i z e d .  T h e r e ' s  no  r e s i d u e  



d e t e c t i b l e  by  t h e  m e t h o d s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w h a t  s o  e v e r .  T h e y  

w e r e  f a i r l y  s e n s i t i v e .  N o t  as  s e n s i t i v e  a s  some o f  t h e  

m e t h o d s  t h e y  h a v e  t h e s e  days .  I d o n ' t  know, f r o m  w h a t  t ,hey  

know now t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  now f i n d  some t r a c e s . . . w e l l  I 

d o n ' t  know,  n o t  i n  b r e a d  b u t  maybe i n  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  gra lvy ,  

maybe, w h e r e  t h e  c o o k i n g  i s  n o t  t o o  p r o l o n g e d  o r  t o o  h i g h  a 

t e m p e r a t u r e .  

Anyway,  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e ,  C o n g r e s s  was a l s o  u n d e r  p r e s -

s u r e  f r o m  t h e  i n d u s t r y  t o  do  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f o o d  

a d d i t i v e s .  H e r e ,  Food  a n d  D r u g  w a s n ' t  l e t t i n g  t h e m  u s e  

d e h y d r o a c e t i c  a c i d ;  i t  w a s n ' t  l e t t i n g  t h e m  u s e  d i m e t h y l d i -

c h l o r o  s u c c i n a t e ;  i t  w a s n ' t  l e t t i n g  t h e m  u s e  c h l o r a c e t i c  

a c i d  i n  w i n e .  Me t o o k  t h a t  a c t i o n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  war ,  

i.e., b a n n i n g  m'onoch o r a c e t i c  a c i d  a s  a  p r e s e r v a t i v e  i n  

w i n e .  

T h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  o f  o t h e r  c h e m i c a l s  t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  

was u s i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was a q u e s t i o n  a b o u t ,  a n d  t h e y  w a n t e d  

t h e  a i r  c l e a r e d .  The h e a r i n g s  w e n t  o n  f o r  a number  o f  

y e a r s  i n  Congre !ss ,  b u t  f i n a l l y  i n  1958, t h e  F o o d  A d d i t i v e s  

Amendment was e n a c t e d ,  w h i c h  a g a i n ,  f o l l o w e d  the same p r i n -

c i p l e s  a s  t h e  P e s t i c i d e  C h e m i c a l s  Amendment.  T h a t  i s ,  t h a t  

t h e  i n d u s t r y  now h a d  t o  p r o v e  i t  was s a f e  b e f o r e  t h e y  u s e d  

i t .  W e l l ,  t h e  p r o b l e m  h e r e  was t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  j u s t  h u n d -

r e d s  u p o n  h u n d r e d s  o f  s u b s t a n c e s  t h a t  w e r e  i n  u s e  t h a t  



r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  f o o d  a n d  n o b o d y  knew w h e t h e r  t h e y  w e r e  

r e a l l y  s a f e  o r  n o t .  It was a l w a y s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e y  were  

s a f e ,  F o o d  and  D r u g  n e v e r  g o t  so a l a r m e d  a b o u t  i t  t h a t  t h e y  

t o o k  a c t i o n  on  t h e i r  own, e x c e p t  i n  t h e s e  c a s e s  t h a t  I men-

t i o n e d  t h a t  w e r e  o u t  a n d  o u t  p o i s o n s  t h a t  w e r e  a d d e d  as  

p r e s e r v a t i v e s .  

Then  t h e r e  was t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  how s h a l l  we h a n d l e  

t h i s .  W e l l ,  t h e n ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  I was s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  p e s t i -  

c i d e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a n d  made t h e  C h i e f  o f  t h e  F o o d  A d d i -  

t i v e s  b r a n c h  i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Food  u n d e r  F i s c h b a c h ,  a n d  

B i l l  Cook was g i v e n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p e s t i c i d e s .  

T h i n g s  t h e n  w e n t  on. 

T h e r e  w e r e  a number  o f  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  i m p r o v e ,  s u p -

p o s e d l y ,  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  work  o f  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s -  

t r a t i o n .  One t h o u g h t  was t h a t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  o u g h t  t o  b e  

s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  a c t i v i t i e s .  So t h e  B u r e a u  o f  

B i o l o g i c a l  a n d  P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e s  was s p l i t  i n t o  a r e s e a r c h  

b u r e a u ,  c a l l e d  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  R e s e a r c h  a n d  a 

B u r e a u  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  S t a n d a r d s  a n d  E v a l u a t i o n .  I was p u t  

i n  t h e  Bureau o f  S c i e n t i f i c  Standards a*$  E v a l t l a t i a n  as t h e  

D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o o d  S t a n d a r d s  a n d  A d d i -  


t i v e s ;  Beacham was made t h e  D i r e c t o r .  


L o f s v o l d :  A b o u t  w h a t  y e a r  was t h a t ?  




Ramsey: T h a t  was i n . . . I  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  g e t  i t . . . i f  I 

h a d  my r e c o r d s  I ' d  g e t  i t  e x a c t l y . . . t h o s e  r e c o r d s  a r e  a t  

home. I c a n ' t  t e l l  f r o m  t h i s ,  c a n  I ?  T h e r e ' s  n o  way t o  

t e l l  f r o m  t h i s ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  m u s t  h a v e  been  i n  1 9 6 4  b e c a u s e  

I s e r v e d  i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  o n l y  a  f e w  m o n t h s  a n d  I i n  r e -

v i e w i n g  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  c h e c k e d  t h e  r e c o r d ,  1964.  I t  came 

J a n u a r y  1965 ,  t h e  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  was r e -

t i r i n g ,  D r .  G r o v e s  was r e t i r i n g .  He h a d  h a d  e n o u g h  o f  F o o d  

and  D r u g .  He h a d  b e e n  i n  a n t i b i o t i c s  a n d  t h e n  he  was made 

R o e ' s  D e p u t y  i n  t h i s  new r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  s e t - u p .  He was 

r e t i r i n g  a n d  Roe a s k e d  me t h e n ,  t o  b e  h i s  D e p u t y .  So I 

t h e n  was made t h e  D e p u t y  w i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s c i e n -

t i f i c  w o r k  o f  t h e  b u r e a u .  T h a t  was a c t u a l  l y  my p o s i t i o n .  

We t h e n  o p e l - a t e d  t h a t  way f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  a b o u t  a y e a r  

o r  so ,  a n d  i t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h a t  was a1 1 a m i s t a k e ,  t o  

s p l i t  t h e  b u r e a u .  So, i t  was a l l  p u t  b a c k  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n .  

T h i s  t i m e ,  i t  was c a l l e d  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  S c i e n c e .  They  

b r o u g h t  i n  a f e l l o w  f r o m  t h e  Army,  Summerson, t o  h e a d  u p  

t h e  B u r e a u .  He was a s c i e n t i s t  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  renown ,  b u t  

o f  c o u r s e  h e  d i d n ' t  know anything a b o u t  Food and Drug, A s  

f a r  as  I ' m  c o n c e r n e d  i t  was a m i s t a k e  t o  h a v e  b r o u g h t  h i m  

i n .  Anyway,  Roe was made a D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r .  W e l l ,  t h i s  

was a b l o w  t o  Bob R o e ' s  p r i d e ,  a s  a n y o n e  m i g h t  e x p e c t .  He 

was a c a r e e r  Food  a n d  D r u g g e r ;  h e  h a d  j o i n e d  t h e  Food  a n d  



D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b a c k  i n  t h e  ' 2 0 ' s ;  a n d  h a d  a t  o n e  t i m e  

been an A s s o c i a t e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ;  a n d  now h e  was g o i n g  t o  be  

a D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  o f  a b u r e a u  t h a t  h e  had b e e n  D i r e c t o r  o f .  

W e l l ,  i t  was d o n e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  some s o r t  o f  a. 

c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  h a d  recommended t h a t  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e r -

t i s e  i n  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o u g h t  t o  b e  e l e -  

v a t e d .  We o u g h t  t o  h a v e  more  p e o p l e  i n  t h e r e  who had,  I 

guess ,  h a r d e r  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e s ,  i n  c h e m i s t r y ,  b i o -

l o g y  a n d  p h a r m a c o l o g y  and  s o  f o r t h .  And so ,  we h a d  t o  

h a v e  a Ph.D d i r e c t o r .  T h a t ' s  a b o u t  t h e  way i t  was summed 

u p  and  s i z e d  u p ,  b y  many m o r e  t h a n  m y s e l f .  Anyway,  he  s e r -

ved  a s  t h e  B u r e a u  D i r e c t o r  t h e n ,  f o r  a f e w  y e a r s  a n d  I was 

n a d e  t h e  A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r  f o r  R e g u l a t o r y  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  

t h e  B u r e a u .  T h i s  mean t  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  r e v i e w s ,  

t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s i d u e  d a t a  and  t h e  a d e q u a c y  o f  t h e  

a n a l y t i c a l  d a t a ,  t h e  a n a l y t i c a l  m e t h o d  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  t o l -  

e r a n c e s ,  a l l  o f  t h o s e  p e t i t i o n s  f i l t e r e d  t h r o u g h  my h a n d s  

on t h e  way t o  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  f o r  R e g u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f f i c e ,  o n e  J. K .  K i r k .  

Kjrk was a m o s t  a b l e  wn, o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  a b l e  raen t h a t  

e v e r  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  o f f i c e .  I t  was s a i d ,  b y  

one o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r s  a t  one  t i m e  a n d  i t  was t r u e ;  

" I f  I w a n t  an  a n s w e r  t o  a q u e s t i o n ,  I d o n ' t  c a l l  t h e  Com- 

m i s s i o n e r  a n d  I d o n ' t  c a l l  M r .  R a n k i n .  I f  I c a l l e d  e i t h e r  



one  o f  t h o s e ,  I w o u l d  g e t  a f u z z y  a n s w e r .  I w o u l d  c a l l  Ken 

K i r k  a n d  h e ' l l  t e l l  me w h a t  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  p o s i t i o n  i s ,  

i f  t h e r e  i s  one. I f  t h e r e  i s n ' t  one,  h e ' l l  t e l l  me what.  

t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  i s  g o i n g  t o  make i t ,  i f  h e  knows t h a t ,  

a n d  I c a n  g e t  an  a n s w e r . "  T h a t  was t r u e  o f  K i r k .  He wals 

v e r y  o u t s p o k e n . a n d  9 9 %  o f  t h e  t i m e  h e  was r i g h t .  He was, 

n o t  v e r y  o f t e n  w r o n g  on t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  Anyway,  he  was 

t h e  A s s i s t a n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  R e g u l a t i o n s .  The  B u r e a u  

C h i e f ,  Summerson, s a i d ,  "Id o n ' t  w a n t  t o  s e e  t h o s e  p e t i - ,  

t i o n s .  I d o n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t hem.  The  o n l y  t i m e  

I'll l o o k  a t  t h e m  i s  when K i r k  s e n d s  t h o s e  b a c k  b e c a u s e  

t h e r e ' s  s o m e t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  them.  And t h e n  I w a n t  t o  know 

w h a t  i t  i s  t h a t  y o u ' r e  d o i n g  w r o n g ,  a n d  s e e  i f  t h e r e ' s  a n y -

t h i n g  I c a n  do t o  h e l p  y o u . "  

W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a n y t h i n g  h e  was e v e r  a b l e  t o  d o  t o  

h e l p  a n y b o d y  a s  f a r  a s  I know. T h a t  i s n ' t  t o  d o w n g r a d e  h i s  

s c i e n c e  a t  a l l .  He was a g o o d  s c i e n t i s t ,  h e  was a know-

l e d g e a b l e  c h e m i s t ,  n o  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  i t .  H e ' s  t h e  o n e  who 

i n v e n t e d ,  i n c i d e n t a l  l y ,  t h e  Summerson c o l o r i m e t e r .  

A t  t h e  Army C h e m i c a l  C e n t e r  u p  a t  Edgewood,  h e  h a d  d o n e  

some g o o d  w o r k  on  p o i s o n  gases .  I s p e n t  some t i m e  u p  a t  

Edgewood;  h e  was t h e r e  when I was u p  t h e r e .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  

I d i d n ' t  m e n t i o n  t h a t .  Rack i n  my e a r l y  d a y s ,  o r  b a c k  i n  

V o r h e s  e a r l y  d a y s ,  i t  was t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t s ,  o r  



t h a t  t h e  Food  and  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o u q h t  t o  be  p r e p a r e d  

t o  a n a l y z e  f o o d s  f o r  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  by  p o i s o n  g a s e s  i n  c a s e  

t h e r e  w e r e  a n  o v e r t ,  o r  c o v e r t  gas  a t t a c k .  And so ,  w e l l  

...t h a t  a n a l y t i c a l  m e t h o d  o f  a n a l y z i n g  f o o d s  f o r  g a s e s  a n d  

s o  on  was t h e  j o b .  V o r h e s  a s k e d  me w h e t h e r  I w o u l d  be 

w i l l i n g  t o  do i t ,  s a i d  I w o u l d  h a v e  t o  go up  t o  Edgewood 

f o r  a c o u p l e  weeks ,  c o u l d  I d o  t h a t  ...y e s  I c o u l d  do  t h a t ,  

i f  t h a t ' s  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t e d  me t o  do .  W e l l ,  w i l l  y o u  g o  u p  

t h e r e  f o r  a c o u p l e  o f  weeks  a n d  s t u d y  t h e  m e t h o d s  f o r  

gases .  Now, t h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y  m e t h o d s  f o r  g a s e s  i n  

f o o d s ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  m e t h o d s  f o r  g a s e s  i n  w a t e r .  You f i n d  

o u t  wha t  y o u  c a n  a b o u t  t h e m  a n d  when y o u  come b a c k ,  y o u ' r e  

s u p p o s e d  t o  s e e  i f  y o u  c a n  a p p l y  t h o s e  m e t h o d s  t o  f o o d .  

W e l l ,  I d i d  t h a t .  When I was u p  t h e r e ,  Summerson was t h e  

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C h e m i s t r y  O p e r a t i o n ,  a b i q  c h e m i s t r y  a n d  

t o x i c o l o g y  o p e r a t i o n .  A l l  o f  t h e  a n i m a l  e x p e r i m e n t s  t h a t  

t h e y  w e r e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t o  f i n d  o u t  how soon  t h e s e  g a s e s  

w o u l d  k n o c k  p e o p l e  ou t . . .and s o  I g o t  a f i r s t  h a n d  

a c q u a i n t e n c e  w i t h  t h e  G a g e n t s ,  s o - c a l l e d ,  t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  

c a l l e d  G a g e n t s ,  They h a v e n ' t  g o t t e n  a n y  l e s s  t o x i c ;  t h e  

f a c t  i s ,  I g u e s s ,  t h e y ' v e  d e v e l o p e d  some new o n e s  s i n c e  

t h e n ,  b u t  t h o s e  w e r e  p r e t t y . b a d .  

Those  a g e n t s  w e r e  so t o x i c  t h e y  i m p r e s s e d  me, 1 ' 1 1  t e l l  

y o u  t h e y  r e a l l y  i m p r e s s e d  me. The l a b o r a t o r y  t h e r e ,  w h i l e  



I was t h e r e  w a t c h i n q  t h e m  p e r f o r m  some o f  t h e s e  e x p e r i -

m e n t s ,  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  t h e r e  n e e d e d  a s m a l l  c o n t a i n e r .  

A b o u t  a g l a s s - f u l l  o f  a G - a g e n t  was w h a t  t h e y  needed .  They  

s t o r e d  t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n  s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  

w o u l d  be  n o  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  somebody m i s t a k i n g  w h a t  was 

t h e r e  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  i t .  So i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  a g l a s s - f u l l  

o f  a G a g e n t  t h e y  s e n t  t w o  men down t h e r e ,  t w o  men t o  o p e n  

u p  t h a t  l i t t l e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  t o  t a k e  o u t  t h i s  c o n t a i n e r  a n d  

t o  c a r r y  i t  b a c k  up  t o  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  a n d  g i v e  i t  t o  t h e  

c h e m i s t .  Once when I was t h e r e ,  t h e y  s p i l l e d  o n e  o f  t h o s e  

b o t t l e s  i n  a h o o d  i n  a l a b o r a t o r y  a n d  t h e y  e v a c u a t e d  t h e  

b u i l d i n g .  Those  w e r e  t o x i c  a g e n t s .  Anyway..  . 
L o f s v o l d :  Was t h i s  p a r t  o f  o u r  g e n e r a l  p r o g r a m  o n  C i v i l  

D e f e n s e ?  

Ramsey: C i v i l  D e f e n s e .  T h i s  was p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o q r a m  o f  

C i v i l  D e f e n s e .  I g o t  b a c k  a n d  I g o t  s a m p l e s  o f  t h e s e ,  

s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  t h e s e  G a g e n t s ,  o r  o n e  o f  t h e  G a g e n t s .  

One m e t h o d  w o u l d  w o r k  f o r  a n y  o f  them. I a l s o  g o t  a s a m p l e  

o f  t h e  a r s e n i c . ,  i t  w a s n ' t  c a l l e d  l e w i s i t e . . . w h a t  was i t  

...we1 1 anyway i t  was t k c  a r s e n i c  one, a n d  then there was 

a n o t h e r  one,  a N m u s t a r d  gas.  I w e n t  t o  w o r k  o n  t h o s e  

m e t h o d s  a n d  got: them,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  w o r k  v e r y  f i n e  

q u a l i t a t i v e l y  a n d  o n l y  j u s t  r o u g h l y  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  b u t  i t  

was g o o d  e n o u g h  t o  know t h a t  i f  y o u  h a d  t h a t  i n  t h e  f0o.d 



y o u  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o e a t  i t .  I s e n t  o u t  s a m p l e s  t o a l l  o f  

t h e  D i s t r i c t s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  1 6  t h e n .  I 

h a d  t h e  c h e m i s t s  o u t  t h e r e  r u n  t h e  s a m p l e s  t h r o u g h  a n d  

r e p o r t  b a c k  t h e  r e s u l t s  a n d  we f i n a l l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n e r .  We b e l i e v e d  we w e r e  a b l e  t o  d e t e c t  a f o o d  

t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  one  o f  t h e s e  a g e n t s  b u t  t h a t  t h e  b e l i e f  o f  

t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  a t  t h e  A r m y  c h e m i c a l  c e n t e r  a n d  o u r  own 

b e l i e f  was t h a t ,  e v e n  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a gas a t t a c k  i t  was 

q u i t e  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  f o o d  w o u l d  b e  c o n t a m i n a t e d . .  . b u t  anyway 

we d i d  i t .  T h a t  was t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  G a g e n t s ,  t h a t  was 

t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  c h e m i c a l  w a r  if I r e c a l l ,  i n  f a c t  we 

c a l l e d  t h e m  c h e m i c a l  w a r f a r e  (CW) a g e n t s .  

I n c i d e n t a l l y  t h e n ,  I s e r v e d  o n  one  o f  t h o s e  c o m m i t t e e s ,  

one  o f  t h e ,  w e l l ,  I s a y  c o m m i t t e e ,  a c t u a l l y  i t  was a h a n d -

p i c k e d  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  f r o m  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  h e r e  i n  W a s h i n g -  

t o n  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  w h a t e v e r  Food a n d  D r u g  a c t i v i t i e s  

t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  i f  W a s h i n g t o n  w e r e  t o  be  d e s t r o y e d .  R a n k i n  

was t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  I s e r v e d  o n  i t  w i t h  t h i s  

g r o u p  a s  t h e  f o o d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a n d  t h e r e  was somebody on 

d r u g s ,  a n d  i t  seems t o  cne t h e r e  was some f i e l d  m a n  who 

w o u l d  o p e r a t e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  T h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  4 o r  5 o f  u s  

who w o u l d  l e a v e  W a s h i n g t o n  when we were  n o t i f i e d  t o  do  so, 

a n d  go o f f  down t o  a d e s i g n a t e d  p l a c e  a n d  a w a i t  f o r  t h e  

a t t a c k  t o  o c c u r  a n d  t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  b e  d e s t r o y e d ,  a n d  t a k e  

o v e r  r u n n i n g  t h a t  p a r t  o f  F o o d  and  D r u g  frm3m t h a t  c e n t e r .  



I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  w h i l e  we w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  k i n d  o f  

t h i n g ,  we w e r e  t a k e n  u p  t o  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ' L i t t l e  P e n t a g o n '  

i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  V i r g i n i a .  We v i s i t e d  u p  t h e r e  a n d  i t  

was a m i g h t y  i m p r e s s i v e  t h i n g .  T h e  L i t t l e  P e n t a g o n  i s  

c a r v e d  o u t  o f  ia s o l i d  s t o n e  m o u n t a i n  a n d  i t  i s  s e l f -  

s u s t a i n i n g ,  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  b o m b - p r o o f ,  

a t  l e a s t  t h e  b e s t  t h e y  c a n  do.  I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  i t  

w o u l d  w i t h s t a n d  o n e  o f  t h e . . . i t  m i g h t  n o t  w i t h s t a n d  a n  

H-bomb. A t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  was t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  

o r d i n a r y  a t o m i c  bomb. We v i s i t e d  u p  t h e r e  j u s t  t o  s e e  w h a t  

t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I n  c a s e  o f  a n  a t t a c k  on  

W a s h i n g t o n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w o u l d  b e  s e n t  u p  t h e r e ,  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  and  some o f  t h e  C a b i n e t  members, a n d  t h e  t o p  

g o v e r n m e n t  p e r s o n n e l .  Funny t h i n g . .  . i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  h e r e  

a f e w  y e a r s  ago,  t h e y  a s k e d  S e n a t o r  B y r d  w h e t h e r  h e  was o n e  

o f  t h o s e  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n  who was g o i n g  t o  b e  s a v e d ,  i f  

W a s h i n g t o n  w e r e  t o  b e  d e s t r o y e d  b y  a c o v e r t  a t t a c k ,  by  a 

f o r e i g n  power .  " W e l l , "  h e  s a i d ,  "Id o n ' t  know. The i n -

s t a l l a t i o n  i s  u p  t h e r e  i n  my s t a t e  b u t  I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  

I ' m  on  t h e  l i s t ;  t o  b e  s a v e d  o r  n o t . "  W e l l  o f  c o u r s e .  t h e  ' 

C o n g r e s s m e n  w e r e n ' t  on  t h e  l i s t .  I t  was j u s t  a r e a l l y  

s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  U a s h i n g t o n  a r e a  who w e r e  

deemed t o  be  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

who w o u l d  make t h e i r  way u p  t o  t h e  L i t t l e  P e n t a g o n ,  u p  

t h e r e  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .  



W e l l ,  I t h i n k  I ' m  g e t t i n g  o f f  on some s i d e . . . s i d e  

t r a c k i n g  h e r e .  Now l e t ' s  s e e ;  t h e  l a s t  t h a t  I h a d  i n  my 

p r o g r e s s  was t h a t  I was t h e  A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r  f o r  Regu-

l a t o r y  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  S c i e n c e .  I t  r e m a i n e d  

t h a t  way. My w o r k  l o a d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was r e a l l y  q u i t e  

h e a v y .  I r e a l l y  p u t  i n  a n  a w f u l  l o t  o f  o v e r t i m e  a s  many 

F o o d  a n d  D r u g g e r s  d i d .  I a l w a y s  t h o u g h t ,  when I was down 

i n  t h e  r a n k s ,  y o u  know, a s  a j u n i o r  c h e m i s t ,  t h a t  t h e  

b o s s e s  n e v e r  w o r k e d .  They  w e r e  t h e  o n e s  ?:hat t o o k  i t  e a s y  

and  t h e y  j u s t  t o l d  u s  w h a t  t o  do .  I f o u n d  o u t ,  a s  I moved 

up, t h a t  u s u a l l y  t h e  h i g h e r  u p  y o u  g o t  t h e  l o n g e r  h o u r s  a 

man p u t  i n .  

Bob Roe was one  o f  t h o s e  who w o r k e d  l o n g  h o u r s ,  d a y  

a f t e r  d a y  a f t e r  d a y ,  a n d  was r e a l l y  I s u p p o s e  my r o l e  mode l  

b e c a u s e  I d i d  t h e  same t h i n g  a f t e r  I b e g a n  t o  w o r k  w i t h  

h i m ,  o r  work  c l o s e l y  w i t h  h i m .  

Then  " S i l e n t  S p r i n g "  came a l o n g .  I g u e s s  t h a t  was 

a b o u t  ' 6 3  o r  so .  I c a n  l o o k  u p  t h e  d a t e s  o n  some o f  t h e s e  

t h i n g s  I g o t  t h o s e  h e r e .  And s t i r r e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  a l l  u p  

and  gee w h i z ,  Food  a n d  D r u g  w a s n ' t  d o i n g  r i g h t  on  t h e s e  

p e s t i c i d e s  a t  a l l .  So, t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g l ' s  u s u a l  r e s p o n s e  

i n  c a s e s  l i k e  t h i s  was t o  seek  an a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e ' s  

o p i n i o n  on  w h a t  o u q h t  t o  be. And s o  P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy  g o t  

i n v o l v e d ;  r e a l l y  t h i s  t i n e  i t  was a t  t h e  t o p .  I t  was o u t  o f  



F o o d  a n d  D r u g ' s  hands.  He a p p o i n t e d  a S c i e n c e  A d v i  s o r y  

C o m m i t t e e  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  u s e  o f  p e s t i c i d e s .  The commi t -

t e e  recommended t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  z e r o  t o l e r a n c e  a n d  n0 

r e s i d u e s  b e  r e v i e w e d  a n d  t h a t  t h e  a c c r e t i o n  o f  p e s t i c i d e  

r e s i d u e s  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  b e  r e d u c e d  by  o r d e r l y  means, 

a n d  t h a t  p e r s i s t a n t  p e s t i c i d e s  b e  e l i m i n a t e d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  

t h a t  h e  k e p t  a s  a g o a l .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e  was s e t  u p ,  1 9 6 3  ( i t ' s  o n e  

o f  t h o s e  c r i t i c a l  y e a r s ) ,  gas  c h r o m a t o g r a p h y  came i n .  We 

g o t  a gas c h r o m a t o g r a p h  i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Food,  a n d  i t  was 

n o t  t o o  l o n g  a f t e r  t h a t ,  p e r h a p s  a b o u t  2 o r  3 y e a r s  u n t i l  

t h e  D i s t r i c t s  w e r e  a l l  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  gas  c h r o m a t o g r a p h s .  

The  m e t h o d s  w e r e  w o r k e d  on.  B i l l  Cook was t h e  l e a d e r ,  B i l l  

Cook a n d  H e n r y  F i s c h b a c h  w e r e  t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  i n  

W a s h i n g t o n .  B u t  t h e r e  w e r e  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  o n  p e s t i c i d e  

r e s i d u e  m e t h o d s  by  gas  c h r o m a t o g r a p h y  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  

a n d  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  s o  p r o g r e s s  was 

j u s t  d r a m a t i c .  We s o o n  f o u n d  t h a t  we c o u l d  d e t e c t  ODT 

r e s i d u e s  i n  m i l k ,  a t  a l e v e l  o f  . 05  ppm DOT i n s t e a d  o f  . l o ,  

nhereas we had .had ao actionable level o f  .10, On October 

13, 1963,  we s e t  t h e  a c t i o n a b l e  l e v  1 ,  o r  we r e d u c e d  i t  t o  

.05 ppm. We r e d u c e d  t h e  a c t i o n a b l e  l e v e l  f o r  d i e l d r i n  a n d  

h e p t a c h l o r  e p o x i d e  r e s i d u e s  i n  m i l k  t o  0 . 0 1  ppm, o r  1 0  

p a r t s  p e r  b i l l i ' o n .  T h e s e  were  l e v e  s t h a t  w e r e  j u s t  s i m p l y  



n o t  a p p r o a c h a b l e  u n d e r  t h e  o l d  c o l o r i m e t r i c  a n d  f l u o r o m e t -

r i c  m e t h o d s  we h a d  u s e d  f o r  p e s t i c i d e  r e s i d u e s  u p  t o  t h e  

a d v e n t  o f  g a s - 1  i q u i d  c h r o m a t o q r a p h y .  

T h e r e  w e r e  some o t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  h e r e  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e  

t h a t  r a i s e d  q u e s t i o n s .  T h e r e  w a s  t h e  m i l k  s i t u a t i o n ,  o h ,  

w e l l ,  K i r k  a c t u a l l y  made  t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  

s i m p l y  w e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  i t ,  yes . . .we  h a v e  g o t  t o  r e d u c e  i t .  

When h e  s e n t  o u t  t h a t  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h a t  

t h e  a c t i o n a b l e  l e v e l  w a s  q o i n q  down t o  .05, t h a t  r e a l l y  

c r e a t e d  a f u r o r ,  b e c a u s e ,  t h e y  b e g a n  f i n d i n g  l e v e l s  o f  t h a t  

k i n d  i n  a h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  m i l k  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  was r e a l l y  u p s e t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  

r e g i s t e r e d  a n u m b e r  o f  u s e s  o f  a l d r i n  a n d  d i e l d r i n  a n d  h e p -  

t a c h l o r  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  d a i r y  f e e d s ,  s u c h  a s  a l f a l f a  

a n d  c o r n  s i l a g e  a n d  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t o r y  f a c -

t o r s  t o  t h e  r e s i d u e s  i n  m i l k .  W e l l ,  t h e  f a r m e r s  o f  c o u r s e ,  

w e r e  u p  i n  t h e  a i r  w h e n  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  s e l l  t h e i r  m i l k .  

T h e y  w e n t  t o  t h e i r  C o n g r e s s m e n  a n d  t h e i r  i C o n q r e s s m e n  w e r e  

v e r y  s y m p a t h e t i c  a n d  s o  C o n g r e s s  e n a c t e d  some c o m p e n s a t o r y  

l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  p a y  t h e s e  F a r m e r s  w h o  w e r e  n o t  a t  f a u l t .  

d o n ' t  k n o w .  G e o r g e  I r v i n g  s a i d  a t  o n e  t i m e  t h a t  t h a t  r a n  

i n t o  m i l  l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s .  I n e v e r  d i d  k n o w ,  n e v e r  d i d  s e e  

t h e  f i q u  r e s  o n  j u s t  how m u c h  t h a t  r e a l l y  a m o u n t e d  t o o .  B u t  

i t  was a  t r e m e n d o u s  t h i n g .  

I 



I 
Then  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on, we h a d  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  a 

be  n o  r e s i d u e  o f  e n d r i n  o n  s u c h  c r o p s  a s  c a u l i f l o w e r ,  

c a b b a g e ,  b r u s s e l  s p r o u t s  and  b r o c c o l i .  The  m e t h o d  was s e n -

s i t i v e  t o  .10  ppm., a n d  way b a c k  t h e r e  i n  t h e  ' 5 0 1 s ,  when 

we l o o k e d  a t  t h a t  o l d  p h e n y l a z i d e  c o l o r i m e t r i c  m e t h o d  we 

h a d  d e c i d e d ,  y e s ,  b y  t h a t  m e t h o d  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  r e s i d u e s  a n d  

t h u s  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c o u l d  go f o r w a r d .  We b e g a n  f i n d i n g  

t h o s e  r e s i d u e s  o f  c o u r s e ,  b y  gas  c h r o m a t o g r a p h y .  We w e r e  

r i g h t ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  e x c e e d  a .10  ppm b u t  t h e y  w e r e  i n  t h e  

r a n g e  o f  a f e w  h u n d r e d s  o f  ppm. So we h a d  a n o t h e r  a d v i s o r y  

c o m m i t t e e .  We h a d  a l o t  o f  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  i n  t h o s e  

days .  An E n d r i n  C o m m i t t e e  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  a t o l e r a n c e  a s  h i g h  a s  a l o t h ,  and  t h e y  recommended 

a g a i n s t  i t ,  t h a t  w o u l d n ' t  b e  s a f e .  The  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

A g r i c u l t u r e  t h e n  h a d  t o  c a n c e l  many o f  t h o s e  n o - r e s i d u e  

l a b e l  r e g i s t r a t i o n s ,  i n  w h i c h  we i n i t i a l l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  

t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  r e s i d u e ,  b u t  o f  c o u r s e  we w e r e  a l w a y s  

a g r e e i n g  b a s e d  on some m e t h o d  t h a t  h a s  some l i m i t  t o  i t .  

T h e n  i t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  o u g h t  t o  b e  a j o i n t  

USOA/HEW a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  n o  

r e s i d u e  a n d  z e r o  t o l e r a n c e  r e g i s t r a t i o n s .  And s o  we h a d  

t h e  s o - c a l l e d  Z e r o  C o m m i t t e e ;  i t  was a p p o i n t e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  

A p r i l  1 3 ,  1966 .  F o o d  and  D r u g  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r e  j o i n t l y  p u b -

l i s h e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  



R e g i s t e r ,  a n d  i n  e s s e n c e  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e  f o u n d ,  and  t h e  F o o d  

a n d  D r u g  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r e  a g r e e d ,  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  n o  

r e s i d u e  a n d  z e r o  t o l e r a n c e  was s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  and  a d m i n i s -  

t r a t i  v e l y  u n t e n a b l e .  I t  recommended t h a t  t h e y  be  r e p l a c e d  

b y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  b a s e d  o n  s m a l l  f i n i t e  t o l e r a n c e s  t o  c o v e r  

t h e s e  n e g l i g i b l e  r e s i d u e s .  

T h a t  was e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e n ,  t h e  e n d  o f  n o - r e s i d u e  r e g i s -

t r a t i o n s .  T h e r e  w e r e n ' t  a n y  more ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  t h e  e n d  

o f  z e r o  t o l e r a n c e s  b e c a u s e  we h a d  t h e  D e l a n e y  C l a u s e  t o  

c o n t e n d  w i t h ,  u n d e r  w h i c h  one c o u l d n ' t  s e t  a f i n i t e  t o l e r -

ance.  The  D e l a n e y  C l a u s e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c a r r i e d  o v e r  as  a 

m a t t e r  o f  p o l i c y ,  i n t o  t h e  r a w  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m o d i t y  a r e a ;  

we c o u l d n ' t  t r e a t  o n e  d i f f e r e n t l y  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e r e  

was a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  u n r e s t ,  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  among c o n -

sumers ,  among c o n s u m e r  g r o u p s  o v e r  FDA 's  h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  

p e s t i c i d e  r e s i d u e  p r o b l e m .  I d o n ' t  know w h a t  t h e y  e x -

p e c t e d ;  a f t e r  a l l  s c i e n c e  does  move f o r w a r d .  Anyway, t h a t  

was t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Then a b o u t  t h a t  t ime o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  c r i t i c i s m s  

o f  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  management .  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  

b e i n g  managed r i g h t  a n d  a l l  t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  What 

f i n a l l y ,  w e l l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  I 

was i n v o l v e d  i n  a l l  o f  t h e s e  a s  b e i n g  t h e  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  



s c i e n t i f i c  c o o r d i n a t o r  i n  t h e  B u r e a u .  T h e r e  w e r e  c r i t i - .  

c i s m s  o f  t h e  s a f e t y  d a t a  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  f u r n i s h e d  b y  t h e  

D i v i s i o n  o f  P h a r m a c o l o g y ,  o r  T o x i c o l o g y  a s  t h e  c a s e  m i g h t  

be  a n d  t h e  c h e r r ~ i s t s  a p p r a i s a l .  I was e s s e n t i a l l y  a t  t h e  

c e n t e r  o f  a l l  o f  t h a t  c o n t r o v e r s y .  

The c y c l a m a t e s  was a c a s e  i n  p o i n t .  T h e r e  was a f e e d -

i n g  s t u d y  d o n e  o f  t h e  c y c l a m a t e s  w i t h  a  s a c c h a r i n  r a t i o  

t h a t  t h e y  n o r m a l l y  u s e d ,  1 0 - 1  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  b y  t h e  O s e r  

L a b o r a t o r i e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  r a t s  g o t  b l a d d e r  c a n c e r .  T h a t  

was r e a l l y  s o m e t h i n g .  Ben O s e r  came down t o  s e e  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  t o  t e l l  h i m  t h a t  t h e y ' d  f o u n d  t h i s .  A t  t h a t  

t i m e  c y c l a m a t e s  w e r e  i n  e s s e n t i a l l y  a l l  s o f t  d i e t a r y  

d r i n k s .  I t  was i n  d r i n k s  t h a t  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  c h i l d r e n  a!; 

w e l l  a s  t o  a d u l t s ;  i t  w a s n ' t  r e s t r i c t e d .  The  C o m m i s s i o r ~ e r  

was q u i t e  c o n c e r n e d .  He t o l d  t h e ,  w h o e v e r  i t  was t h a t  was 

h i s  c h i e f  l i a i s o n  o v e r  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  h e a l t h  man 

o v e r  t h e r e . . . a n d  gosh ,  t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  a w f u l .  I t  was a w f u l .  

I t  was a w f u l  a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e v e n t s  i n d i c a t e .  The d o c t o r  

o v e r  t h e r e  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  who was, I ' v e  

f o r g o t t e n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  1 guess i t  was 

...L e y ,  H e r b  L e y ,  t h a t ' s  who i t  was. H e r b  L e y .  We'd h a d  

G o d d a r d  a n d  now w e ' d  g o t  H e r b  L e y .  H e r b  L e y  was a p h y s i -

c i a n ,  he  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o o .  

So t h e y  s a i d ,  w e l l ,  l e t ' s  h a v e  t h e  s l i d e s  l o o k e d  a t  b y  a 



r e a l  h o n e s t - t o - g o d  e x p e r t .  Who's t h e  b e s t  o n e ?  They  

d e c i d e d  t h a t  some c a n c e r  e x p e r t  o u t  o f  Bcls t o n  was t h e  one  

who s h o u l d  l o o k  a t ,  t h e  s l i d e s  who s h o u l d  l o o k  a t ,  t h e  

s l i d e s  t o  t e l l  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h a t  t i s s u e '  was r e a l l y  m a l i g -  

n a n t  t i s s u e .  He l o o k e d  a t  i t  and  c o n f i r m e d  y e s ,  t h e r e  

i s n ' t  a n y  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  i t .  A l l  o f  u s  clown a t  t h e  w o r k i n g  

l e v e l  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t : h i s .  The  f a c t  i s  

t h a t  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  a n d  A s s o c i a t e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  d i d n ' t  know 

a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  K i r k .  It was d e c i d e d  t h a t  

t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  h a v e  a r e g u l a t i o n  t h a t :  w o u l d  b a n  c y c l a -  

m a t e s  and  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e  on a F r i d a y ,  a f t e r  t h e  

s t o c k  m a r k e t  c l o s e d .  The o n l y  p e r s o n  t h a t  g o t  i n t o  i t  I 

b e l i e v e  was B i l l y  G o o d r i c h ,  I t h i n k  B i  l l y  G o o d r i c h ,  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  h  i m s e l f ,  H e r b  L e y  a n d  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  W e l f a r e ,  d r a f t e d  

t h a t  r e g u l a t i o n ,  g o t  i t  i n t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r  a n d  a l l  

he1 1  b r o k e  l o o s e  t h e  n e x t  week.  Oh man, t h i s  c y c l a m a t e  was 

n o t  j u s t  i n  s o f t  d r i n k s  a l t h o u g h  t h a t  p r o b l e m  was t r e m e n -

d o u s ;  i t  was a l s o  i n  a r t i f i c a 1 l . y  s w e e t e n e d  f r u i t s .  The 

e c o n o m i c  i n v o l  vement  was j u s t  e n o r m o u s .  Wcl 1  , the c c o n o m i  c  

i m p a c t  was so g r e a t  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  t h o u q h t  Food  a n d  

D r u g  o u g h t  t o  b e  s h a k e n  up.  L e y  was d i s m i s s e d ,  K i r k  was 

d i s m i s s e d ,  a n d  R a n k i n  was d i s m i s s e d ,  b u t  o f  c o u r s e  R a n k i n  

a n d  K i r k  w e r e  g i v e n  t h e  o p t i o n s  o f ,  t h e y  w e r e  c a r e e r  



p e o p l e ,  w e r e  g i v e n  t h e  o p t i o n s  o f  t a k i n g  j o b s  i n  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  i f  t h e y  w a n t e d  a n d  R a n k i n  d i d .  He d i d n ' t  q u i t e  

h a v e  w h a t  h e  w a n t e d  f o r  r e t i r e m e n t ;  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he  was 

e v e n  55. Anyway h e  w e n t  o v e r  t o  work  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  i n  

t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  o f f i c e .  K i r k  j u s t  s i m p l y  t o o k  r e t i r e m e n t .  

H e r b  L e y  o f  c o u r s e ,  bowed  o u t  o f  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g .  

L o f s v o l d :  And t h a t  was, y o u  t h i n k  d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  

t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y ?  

Ramsey: Oh, t h a t  was t h e  c y c l a m a t e  c o n t r o v e r s y .  I t  was 

c y c l a m a t e s  y o u  s e e ;  s a c c h a r i n  w a s n ' t  t o u c h e d  y e t .  T h e r e  

was n o t h i n g  advalnce on s a c c h a r i n ,  i t  was a l l  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  

c y c l a m a t e s .  

T h i s  a l l  h a p p e n e d  i n  December .  I n  M a r c h ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  

d e c i d e d  h e ' d  had e n o u g h  o f  F i n c h ,  t o o .  F i n c h  l o s t  h i s  j o b .  

The o f f i c i a l  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p a p e r ,  

a n d  t h e y  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  r i g h t  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  was t h a t  

F i n c h  h a d  t r o u b l e  m a n a g i n g  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  B u t  i t  was a ' l l  

t h i s  s t i n k  b y  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  The i n d u s t r y ,  a s  y o u  know, was 

j u s t  f l a b b e r g a s t e d ,  a n d  i t  j u s t  t o o k  t h e m  a l o n g  t i m e  t o  

g e t  over i t .  I don ' t  k n o w  a s  t h e y  e v e r  g e t  o v e r  i t .  

When t h e  s a c c h a r i n  s i t u a t i o n  came a l o n g ,  C o n g r e s s  

d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e y ' d  t a k e  a h a n d  i n  i t ,  s o  we s t i l l  h a v e  

s a c c h a r i n  on  t h e  m a r k e t .  I was i n v o l v e d  i n  a l l  o f  t h o s e ,  



e i t h e r  i n  w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s ,  r e v i e w i n g  l e t t e r s  f r o m  o u r  

B u r e a u ,  i n  d e c i d i n g  w h a t  we o u g h t  t o  d o  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  

r e g u l a t o r y  m e t h o d s  f o r  t h o s e  s u b s t a n c e s ,  w h a t  m e t h o d  w o u l d  

h a v e  t o  be  u s e d  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  I t  was a r e a l  m o n u m e n t a l  

d i s a s t e r .  

The C r a n b e r r y  D i s a s t e r  o f  a f e w  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  w h i c h  I 

was a l s o  i n v o l v e d  i n ,  was j u s t  m i n o r  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h i s ;  i t  

was j u s t  m i n o r .  Y e t ,  t h a t  C r a n b e r r y  D i s a s t e r  u p s e t  p e o p l e  

t o o .  It r e a l l y  u p s e t  t h e  C r a n b e r r y  i n d u s t r y  a n d  g a v e  i t  a 

b l a c k  e y e  t h a t  i t  t o o k  y e a r s  t o  r e c o v e r  f rom.  A l o t  o f  

p e o p l e  w o u l d n ' t  e a t  c r a n b e r r i e s  f o r  many . yea rs .  

W e l l  l e t ' s  s e e  now, t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  I 

h a v e n ' t  t o u c h e d  o n  y e t .  T h e r e  was a 11 t h i s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

w i t h  p e s t i c i d e s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  a p p o  i n t m e n t  b y  F i n c h ,  o f  a 

S e c r e t a r y ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  on  P e s t i c i d e s  and  T h e i r  R e l a t i o n s h i p  

t o  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  H e a l t h .  Now, t h a t  was a p p o i n t e d  i n  1 9 6 9  

a n d  t h e y  w e r e  t o  r e p o r t  i n  6  m o n t h s ,  a n d  t h e y  e s s e n t i a l l y  

d i d  r e p o r t  i n  6  m o n t h s .  T h i s  came o u t ,  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  

t h i s  r e p o r t  came o u t  i n  December  1969 ,  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  i t  

came o u t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t .  T h a t  c o m m i t t e e ,  r e p o r t i n g  on 

p e s t i c i d e s  a g a i n ,  w e n t  a l l  o v e r  t h e  g r o u n d s  a n d  made e x t e n -

s i v e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t h e  g i s t  o f  w h i c h  wa:; t h a t  p e s t i c i d e s  

a r e  c o n t a m i n a t i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t :  y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  c u t  down; 

y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  p e r s i s t e n t  p e s t i c i d e s .  More  t h a n  



t h a t ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and  t h e  Food  and  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w e r e  n o t  g i v i n g  a d e q u a t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  

c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  A l l  t h e y  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  

a b o u t  was t h e  f o o d  t h a t  t h e  p e s t i c i d e  was u s e d  t o  p r o d u c e  

a n d  t h e y  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  g e t  i n t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  s o i l  c o n -

t a m i n a t i o n ,  a i r  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  and  s o  f o r t h .  So t h e  S e c r e -  

t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  a s t r o n g e r  v o i c e  i n  i t .  

The W h i t e  House  o f  c o u r s e ,  was i n f o r m e d ,  was k e p t  i n f o r m l e d  

o n  a l l  o f  t h i s  and  t h e y  d e c i d e d ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  t h a t  w h a t  t h e y  

r e a l l y  n e e d e d  was a s e p a r a t e  a g e n c y  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t .  S o  t h e y  s e t  up  EPA and  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  p e t i -  

t i o n  r e v i e w  f o r  s a f e t y  o f  p e s t i c i d e s  f r o m  t h e  Food  a n d  

D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and  l o d g e d  i t  i n  t h i s  new a g e n c y ,  t h e  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency .  They p u l l e d  o u t  a l l  o f  t h e  

p e s t i c i d e  peoplse i n  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  who h a d  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  

t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  p e s t i c i d e s ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  l a b e l s .  A l l  o f  t h o s e  p e o p l e  w e n t  o v e r .  

I was i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  g r o u p ,  b u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  I was 

g e t t i n g  c l o s e  t o  r e t i r e m e n t  age,  o f  v o l u n t a r y  r e t i r e m e n t  

age;  I was v o l u ~ i t a r y  r e t i r e m e n t  age. D i d  I w a n t  t o  j o i n  a 

new a g e n c y  o r  d i d n ' t  I ?  I t h o u g h t  t o  m y s e l f ,  my God, I ' v e  

been  more  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  f o o d  a d d i t i v e s  anyway,  t h a n  I 

h a d  i n  p e s t i c i d e s ,  a l t h o u g h  I h a d  b e e n  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  b o t h ,  

a n d  s o  I d e c l i n e d  t o  go o v e r  and  j o i n  t h e  g r o u p .  M c F a r l a n d  



d i d  go. He was t h e  t o p  man f r o m  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  who w e n t  


o v e r .  He was i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  P e t i t i o n s  C o n t r o l  S e c t i o n  


w h i c h  p r o c e s s e d  t h e  p e t i t i o n s  on  p e s t i c i d e s  and  f o o d  a d d i -  


t i ves. 


L o f s v o l d :  I t h i n k ,  Les ,  we o u g h t  t o  r e a d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  


t h e  name o f  t h i s  b o o k  'so  t h a t  a n y b o d y  w o u l d  know. I t ' s  t h e  


r e p o r t  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  on  P e s t i c i d e s  a n d  


T h e i r  R e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  H e a l t h ,  P a r t s  I a n d  11,  


p u b l i s h e d  by  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  E d u c a t i o n  and  W e l -  


f a r e ,  December  1969 .  I s n ' t  t h i s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  t h a t  E m i l  


M r a k ,  f r o m . .  . 

Ramsey: He was t h e  c h a i r m a n .  


L o f s v o l d :  ...lJ.C. i n  D a v i s .  

Ramsey: Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He was t h e  c h a i r m a n  a n d  i t  was 

a v e r y  a b l e  C o m m i s s i o n .  I t s  a v e r y  g r e a t ,  f i n e  r e p o r t  a n d  

as  o f  t h a t  d a y ,  t h a t  was t h e  l a s t  w o r d  on  p e s t i c i d e s .  No 

q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  i t .  

A1 K o l b y e  was t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  C o r ~ m i s s i o n  a n d  

a f t e r w a r d s  j o i n e d  F o o d  a n d  D r u g ,  a n d  became t h e  D e p u t y  

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  Foods w i t h  Wodic.ka a s  t h e  new 

D i r e c t o r .  I was made t h e n ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  i n  t h a t  r e o r -

g a n i z a t i o n ,  I became t h e  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  

o f  C o m p l i a n c e .  Tom B r o w n  h e a d e d  u p  t h i s  o f f i c e .  

A f t e r w a r d s ,  a f t e r  Tom Brown l e f t ,  a f e l l o w  by  t h e  name o f  



A n g e l o t t i  h e a d e d  i t  u p  f o r  a w h i l e  a n d  h e  g o t  i n t o  some 


t r o u b l e  o v e r  an  e x p e n s e  a c c o u n t  o r  s o m e t h i n g  was.. .had t o  


r e s i g n .  


L o f s v o l d :  I t h i n k  t h a t  was a f t e r  h e  l e f t  u s  a n d  w e n t  t o  


w o r k  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  i n  t h e i  r Consumer  


S e r v i c e s  b r a n c h  t h a t  h e  h a d  t h a t  p r o b l e m .  


Ramsey: I g u e s s  t h a t  was i t .  Yes, h e  w e n t  o v e r  t h e r e ,  


t h a t  was i t .  He g o t  i n v o l v e d  o v e r  t h e r e .  


W e l l ,  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  some o t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a l o n g  t h e  

way t h a t  I was i n v o l v e d  i n ,  b u t  I g u e s s  we h a v e  h i t  t h e  

h i g h  s p o t s .  

I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  I...Ig u e s s  I h a v e n ' t  s a i d  t h a t  

o v e r  a l l  o f  t h e  y e a r s  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  

Food  A d d i t i v e s  Amendment,  f o r  some r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e r ,  I 

became o n e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s p e a k e r s  f r o m  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  

o f f i c e  on  f o o d  a d d i t i v e s  a n d  o n  p e s t i c i d e s .  I n  t i m e  I h a d  

moved o v e r ,  o u t  o f  t h e  p e s t i c i d e s  a t  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  l e v e l ,  

o r  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  when I moved u p  i n t o  t h e  B u r e a u  

l e v e l  a n d  h a d  t h e  o v e r a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  o v e r s e e i n g  

b o t h  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Then I was i n v a l  ved i n  being a spokesman 

f o r  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  a r e a .  I d i d  w r i t e  a t e r r i f i c  number  o f  

s p e e c h e s .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h a t  was t h e  d a y ,  a n d  I d o n ' t  k.now 

how i t  i s  now, b u t  i n  t h a t  t i m e  when a s p e a k e r  w e n t  o u t  



f r o m  a B u r e a u  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  t o  s p e a k  t o  a g r o u p ,  y o u  c o u l d  

r e l y  upon  w h a t  was s a i d  a s  h a v i n g  been  c l e a r e d  by  t h e  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Somebody i n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  o f f i c e  

w o u l d  h a v e  r e a d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  t h a t  s p e e c h  o n  t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  

i t  was f a c t u a l  a n d  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  F o o d  and  

D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  However ,  a 

s p e e c h  was n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c l e a r e d  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  m i n o r  

s c i e n t i f i c  d a t a  o r  f a c t s  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e r e  

w o u l d n ' t  be  a n y t h i n g  c o n t r a r y  t o  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  p o l i c y  i n  

i t .  I n  my l a s t  d a y s  a t  Food a n d  D r u g ,  i t  seemed t o  me t h a t  

t h a t  p o l i c y  was s l i p p i n g .  Rack i n  t h e  d a y s  when K i r k  a n d  

R a n k i n  were  t h e  k e y  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f f i c e ,  y o u  

c o u l d  be  d a r n  s u r e  t h a t  when a n y b o d y  w e n t  o u t  t o  make a 

s p e e c h ,  t h a t  he  was t a l k i n g  r i g h t  o u t  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  

m o u t h  e s s e n t i a l l y .  So, a l l ' m y  s p e e c h e s  w e r e  c l e a r e d  e x c e p t  

i n  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  when W o d i c k a  was C h i e f  o f  t h e  

B u r e a u  o f  Foods .  I know I made a p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  Geneva 

one  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  o f f i c e  n e v e r  saw. I d o n ' t  

t h i n k  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  s e e  i t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  was 

a l l  f o r  t h e  good  o r  a l l  f o r  t h e  bad. I t h o u g h t  back i n  the 

d a y s  when we h a d  t i g h t  c o n t r o l ,  y o u  knew w h a t  t h e  f a c t s  

were .  I f  y o u  w e r e  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  o r  n o  m a t t e r  w h e r e  y o u  

were .  Down i n  t h e  B u r e a u  s o m e p l a c e ,  y o u  p i c k e d  u p  one  o f  

t h e s e  s p e e c h e s  a n d  when y o u  r e a d  i t ,  y o u  knew t h a t  t h a t  was 



w h a t  Food and  D r u g  was g o i n g  t o  do  and  b y  God, y o u ' d  b e t t e r  

w a t c h  o u t !  

L o f s v o l d :  I n  y o u r  o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  L e s ,  w e r e  y o u  i n v c s l -

ved  w i t h  A.O.A.C., t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  O f f i c i a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  

C h e m i s t s ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  o r i g i n a l  name o f  i t ?  

Ramsey: Yes, i t  was. Yes, I was i n v o l v e d  a l m o s t  f r o m  t h ~ e  

b e g i n n i n g  i n  one  c a p a c i t y  o r  a n o t h e r .  When I f i r s t  j o i n e d  

Food a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  w i t h  R o b e r t  A.  O s b o r n e  as  my 

i m m e d i a t e  s u p e r v i s o r ,  h e  was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  A.O.A .C.  a n d  h e  

h a d  me do some c o l l a b o r a t i v e  w o r k  t h a t  he  was i n t e r e s t e d  

i n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  c h e m i s t s  f r o m  t h e  f i e l d .  So f o r  a number  o f  

y e a r s  I c o l l a b o r a t e d  on a n a l y t i c a l  m e t h o d s  o f  one  s o r t  o r  

a n o t h e r ,  u s u a l l y ,  on m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g ,  a l w a y s  on m a t t e r s  

r e l a t i n g  t o  f o o d .  

L o f s v o l d :  T h a t  neans  t h a t  y o u  u s e d  a m e t h o d  d e v e l o p e d  b y  

someone e l s e  t o  see w h e t h e r  i t  w o u l d  work  i n  y o u r  h a n d s ?  

Ramsey: Yes, am3 o t h e r  c h e m i s t s  w o u l d  a n a l y z e  t h e  same 

s a m p l e s .  I n  a c o l l a b o r a t i v e  s t u d y ,  I s h o u l d  make c l e a r  

t h a t  a number  o f  c h e m i s t s  had a l l  a n a l y z e d  t h e  same s a m p l e s  

t o  s e e  i f  t h e y  a l l  g o t  t h e  same r e s u l t s ,  o r  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  

same r e s u l t s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  was g o o d  e n o u g h  s o  

t h a t  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o u l d  a d o p t  t h a t  as  an o f f i c i a l  

m e t h o d .  



Then  l a t e r  on, when I d e v e l o p e d  m e t h o d s  o f  my own, I 

was made an A s s o c i a t e  R e f e r e e ,  a n d  l a t e r  o n  a R e f e r e e  o f  

m e t h o d s .  I w o u l d  s e n d  o u t  t h e s e  s a m p l e s  a n d  o t h e r  p e o p l e  

wou ld . . .  u s u a l l y  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  o n e  f r o m  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  

Food,  b e s i d e s  m y s e l f  who w o u l d  a n a l y z e  t h e  s a m p l e s  a n d  t h e n  

t h e y  w o u l d  u s u a l l y  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  3 ,  s o m e t l m e s  4 o r  5, f r o m  

t h e  f i e l d  d i s t r i c t s  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  same s a m p l e s . One o f  

t h e m  f o r  e x a m p l e  was, d i m e t h y l  d i c h 1 o r o s u c c : i n a t e  t h a t  I 

s p o k e  o f  a few m i n u t e s  ago.  T h a t  m e t h o d  was t r i e d  o u t  i n  

t h e  f i e l d  d i s t r i c t s  u n d e r  my r e f e r e e s h i p .  

Then ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a s  t i m e  moved on a n d  my r e s p o n s i b i -

l i t i e s  c h a n g e d  somewhat ,  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  

A . O . A . C .  changed .  I became m o r e  o f  a n  a d v i s o r  a n d  t h e n  I 


s e r v e d  on o n e  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e s .  C o m m i t t e e  C i t  was a t  o n e  


t i m e ,  t h a t  p a s s e d  on t h e  m e t h o d s ,  on  t h e  f o o d  m e t h o d s ,  ana - 


l y t i c a l  m e t h o d s  f o r  a n a l y z i n g  v a r i o u s  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  f o o d  


a n d  f o o d  c o n t a m i n a n t s  a n d  t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  


L o f s v o l d :  T h a t  means y o u  e v a l u a t e d  t h e  w h o l e  p i c t u r e ,  t h e  


c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  s o  on,  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h a t  


s h o u l d  become an o f f i c i a l  m e t h o d ?  


Ramsey: W h e t h e r  i t  s h o u l d  become a n  o f f i c i a l  m e t h o d ,  


w h e t h e r  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e f e r e e . .  .we w o u l d n ' t  


c o n s i d e r  i t  u n l e s s  t h e  r e f e r e e  h a d  s a i d ,  i n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  


t h i s  m e t h o d  s h o u l d  be  a d o p t e d .  Then i t  wou I d  go t o  t h e  




C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  t h e n  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  o r  

n o t  t h e y  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e  r e f e r e e .  U s u a l l y  i t  was j u s , t  a  

m a t t e r  o f  r o u t i n e .  T h e r e  w e r e  t i m e s  when t h e r e  w o u l d  be a 

d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p i n i o n ,  when t h e  r e f e r e e  a p p a r e n t l y  was a 

l i t t l e  o v e r  z e a l o u s  o r  maybe i t  was h i s  p e t  m e t h o d  o r  

s o m e t h i n g .  And h e  t h o u g h t  i t  was g o o d  e n o u g h  a n d  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  m i g h t  d e c i d e  t h a t  w e l l ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  n o t  t i h a t  

c o n s i s t e n t  a n d  n o t  t h a t  r e l i a b l e .  

Then  a f t e r  a w h i l e  I was p u t  o n  t h e ,  I s e r v e d  on t h e  

o f f i c i a l ,  w h a t  was t h e  o f f i c i a l  b o a r d  c a l l e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

days .  . . w h a t e v e r  i t  was c a l l e d  I s e r v e d  o n  i t . I h a v e  i t :  

he re . .  .anyway. .  . Once y o u  h a v e  become a member o f  t h e ,  I 

g u e s s  i t ' s  c a l l e d  t h e  B o a r d  now, I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  w h a t  we 

c a l l e d  i t  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  was i t  t h e  d i r e c t o r s ?  B o a r d  o f  

D i r e c t o r s ,  o r  t h e  O f f i c i a l  B o a r d ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  o r  a n y -

way... Then y o u  move u p  i n  a b o u t  5 y e a r s  t i m e  f r o m  t h e  

l o w e s t  p o s i t i o n  o f  B o a r d  member o r  D i r e c t o r ,  y o u  move t h e n  

on up t o  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  t h e n  t o  P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  I 

s e r v e d  i n  b o t h  o f  t h o s e  c a p a c i t i e s  e v e n t u a l l y .  I was 

e l e c t e d  in 1971, served t b r o u g h  t h e  y e a r  ' 7 2  when t h e  new 

p r e s i d e n t  t o o k  o v e r ,  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  J u n e  I d e c i d e d  t o  

r e t i r e ,  i n  ' 7 3 .  Yes. I was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  A.O.A.C.  



L o f s v o l d :  I n  t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s ,  L e s ,  we h a v e  been  a s k i n g  

p e o p l e  t o  t a l k  a lit t l e  b i t  a b o u t  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  

t h e  v a r i o u s  Commiss i o n e r s .  What k i n d  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e y  

met  t h e m  u n d e r  a n d  a n y  k i n d  o f  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n e c d o t e s  t h a t  

w o u l d  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  t h e s e  men 

who l e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Can y o u  d o  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

Ramsey: Why y e s ,  I t h i n k  so. When I f i r s t  came t o  F o o d  

a n d  D r u g ,  W a l t e r  G. C a m p b e l l  was t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  a n d  h e  

was h e l d  i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e s p e c t  b y  a l l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  I 

came i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h .  He was a man o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n t e g -  

r i t y  a n d  o f  g r e a t  compe tence .  He was t h e  o n e  t h a t  s e t  u p  

t h e  e a r l y  e n f o r c e m e n t  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  Food  d n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s -  

t r a t i o n .  He was o r i g i n a l l y  a n  i n s p e c t o r .  U n d e r  t h e  F o o d  

a n d  D r u g s  A c t  o f  1906,  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  Chem. i s t r y  i n  A g r i c u l -  

t u r e  h a d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h a t  l a w .  I t  

was d e c i d e d  i n  1 9 2 7  t h a t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a c t l v i t y  o u g h t  t o  b e  

s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  a c t i v i t y ,  a n d  when t h a t  s e p a -

r a t i o n  was made, W a l t e r  G. C a m p b e l l  was a p p o i n t e d  t h e  f i r s t  

C o m m i s s i o n e r .  The  t i t l e  o f  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  

s t e i n s  f r o m  t h a t  d a t e .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  was t h e  Food,  D r u g  

a n d  I n s e c t i c i d e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  I n s e c t i c i d e  was 

d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  t i t l e  a l o n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 3 0 ' s .  The 

f a c t  i s  t h e  i n s e c t i c i d e  r e s p o n s i b i 1 i t . y  was g i v e n  back  t o  

A g r i c u l t u r e  a l o n g  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  a g e n c y  r e o r g a n i z a  



t i o n  o f  R o o s e v e l t  i n  1 9 3 9  a f t e r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  1 9 3 8  

l a w .  Yes, he  w.as h e l d  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  r e g a r d .  H i s  d e p u t y ,  

P a u l  8 .  D u n b a r ,  was a g r a d u a t e  o f  J o h n s  H o p k i n s  U n i v e r s i t y  

w i t h  a Ph.D i n  C h e m i s t r y  a n d  d i d  q u i t e  a l o t  o f  a n a l y t i c a l  

c h e m i s t r y  i n  h i s  e a r l y  d a y s  i n  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s -  

t r a t i o n .  And a g a i n ,  I'll s a y  t h i s  r i g h t  now f o r  a l l  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  t h a t  I s e r v e d  u n d e r .  T h e y  w e r e  men o f  t h e  

h i g h e s t  i n t e g r i t y ,  men o f  g r e a t  c a p a b i l i t y  a n d  c e r t a i n l y ,  

n o t  a o n e  who w a s n ' t  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  j o b .  Now, i t  may 

w e l l  b e  t h a t  t h i n g s  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  l i t t l e  c o n t r o l  

o v e r  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  l a s t  l o n g  o n  t h e  j o b .  N e v e r t h e -

l e s s ,  t h e s e  men w e r e  a l l  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  t y p e .  

P a u l  8 .  D u n b a r  was a l s o  a h i q h l y  m o r a l  i n d i v i d u a l .  

The s t o r y  i s  t o l d ,  a n d  I d o n ' t  v o u c h  f o r  i t s  t r u t h ,  b u t  t h e  

s t o r y  i s  t o l d  a b o u t  an  e m p l o y e e  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  who was a 

D i v i s i o n  C h i e f .  H e i n y  L e p p e r  i s  t h e  o n e  who knew a l l  th le  

d a t e s  a n d  t h e  names o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  a n d  w h a t  h a p -

p e n e d .  I t ' s  f r o m  h i m  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  comes,  I d o n ' t  remem-

b e r  t h e  names a t  a l l ,  o r  e v e n  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e s .  Anyway,  

t h i s  D i ~ i s i o n  Chie f  had an a f f a l t  wlth h l s  s e t t e t a r g ,  s+~e 

became p r e g n a n t ,  h e  s o u g h t  a d i v o r c e ,  w h i c h  h e  was g o i n g  t o  

g e t ,  b u t  h e  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  r e m a i n  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  t o  b e  n e a r  

h i s  e x - w i f e  w i t h  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  He w e n t  t o  D r .  D u n b a r  a n d  

a s k e d  " D r .  D u n b a r ,  w o u l d  i t  b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  h a v e  a 



t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  f i e l d ? "  "And why d o  y o u  seek  t h e  t r a n s -

f e r ? "  i n q u i r e d  D r .  D u n b a r .  

T h e  D i v i s i o n  C h i e f  t o l d  h i m  v e r y  f r a i l k l y  why he  s o u g h t  

t h e  t r a n s f e r .  D r .  D u n b a r  r e s p o n d e d  d e c i s i v e l y :  "You c a n  

h a v e  y o u r  r e s i g n a t i o n  on  my d e s k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o r  y o u  w i  

h a v e  a l e t t e r  o f  d i s m i s s a l . "  Yes, t h a t  was D u n b a r .  Back  

i n  t h o s e  d a y s  we w e r e  a m o r a l  a g e n c y .  

L o f s v o l d :  T h a t  s o u n d s  j u s t  e x a c t l y  l i k e  h i m .  I remember  a 

s t o r y  t h a t  a m i c r o b i o l o g i s t ,  Rob S h e l t o n ,  t o l d  n e  a l o n g  

somewhat  s i m i l a r  l i n e s .  When Bob came t o  b e  i n t e r v i e w e d  

f o r  a j o b  and  h e  was a c t u a l l y  i n t e r v i e w e d  b y  t h e  Commis-  

s i o n e r ,  h e  d i d n ' t  know a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  a l i f e - l o n g  f r i e n d  o f  

t h e  f a m i l y ,  a  C o n g r e s s m a n  who l i v e d  n e x t  d o o r  t o  t h e m  h a d  

w r i t t e n  a l e t t e r  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t o  D u n b a r .  The f i r s t  

t h i n g  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  D u n b a r  a s k e d  h i m  a b o u t  t h i s  l e t t e r  

a n d  was o b v i o u s l y  i n c e n s e d  a b o u t  t h e  Congressman  w r i t i n g  t o  

recommend t h i s  k i n d  o f  a p p o i n t m e n t .  S h e l t o n  was c o m p l e t e l y  

i g n o r a n t  o f  i t ,  f l a b b e r g a s t e d  a n d  o b v i o u s l y  showed i t .  

D u n b a r  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  y o u  know I b e l i e v e  y o u r  s t o r y  t h a t  h e  

w r o t e  i t  w i t h o u t  y o u r  knowledge or w i t h o u t  your r q a e s t .  I f  

h a d  t h o u g h t  o t h e r w i s e ,  I w o u l d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  y o u  f o r  t h e  

p o s i t i o n . "  

Ramsey: T h a t  s o u n d s  j u s t  l i k e  D u n b a r ,  h e  was v e r y  c a p a b l e ,  

he  was a v e r y  c a p a b l e  adm i n i s t r a t o r ,  b u t  h e  d  i d n ' t  l a s t  as  

I 



l o n g  on t h e  j o b .  W e l l ,  I g u e s s  I'll go b a c k  a n d  s a y  t h a t  I 

g u e s s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  who s e r v e d  t h e  l o n g e s t  p e r i o d  was 

W a l t e r  G. C a m p h e l l ,  a s  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  f r o m  1 9 2 7  u n t i l  1943.  

I came i n  ' 4 2  a n d  I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  t h x t  h e  

r e t i r e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  ill h e a l t h  o f  h i s  w i f e .  unbar be-

came C o m m i s s i o n e r  i n  ' 4 3  a n d  s t a y e d  o n  u n t i l  r i g h t  a r o u ~ l d  

1950 ,  so he  d i d  n o t  s e r v e  n e a r l y  a s  l o n g .  

A l l  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  s i n c e  t h e n ,  w e l l ,  now l e t  me 

see . . . i n  1 9 5 0  C r a w f o r d  t o o k  o v e r .  C r a w f o r d  r e c o g n i z e d  

i m m e d i a t e l y  t h a t  h e  h a d  a p r o b l e m .  T h i s  was t h e  y e a r  t h a t  

h e  h a d  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  i t  was t h e  y e a r  t h a t  E i s e n h o w e r  was 

e l e c t e d .  E i s e n h o w e r  a p p o i n t e d  Hobby,  t h i s  n e w s p a p e r  p e r s o n  

f r o m  Texas ,  Mrs .  Hobby a s  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e ,  w e l l . . . I  

g u e s s  t h e n  i t  was t h a t  y e a r  t h a t  h e  made t h e  F e d e r a l  

S e c u r i t y  Agency  w h i c h  was t h e  a g e n c y  we w e r e  a p a r t  o f  

u n d e r  R o o s e v e l t ' s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  a c t .  He c o n v e r t e d  t h a t  

a g e n c y  i n t o  a d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  Hobby ,  and  Hobby was t h e  

f i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  HEW. 

When s h e  became S e c r e t a r y  o f  HEW s h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  h e r  

i m a e d i a t e  s e r v i ~ n t r  o u g h t  t o  be h e r  a p p o i n t e e s  and so she 

was g o i n g  t o  f l r e  C r a w f o r d  a n d  s h e  was g o i n g  t o  a p p o i n t  a  

p e r s o n  o f  h e r  own c h o o s i n g .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  was s u c h  a n  u p r o a r  

f r o m  t h e  r e g u l a t e d  i n d u s t r y  o v e r  m i x i n g  p o l i t i c s  w i t h  F o o d  

a n d  D r u g  r e g u l a t o r y  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  



c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  h e a l t h ,  t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  p e r s u a d e d  h e r  t h a t  

t h a t  w o u l d  n o t  be  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  E i s e n h o w e r ,  and  s h e ' d  b e t t e r  n o t  do  i t .  

So s h e  t o l e r a t e d  C r a w f o r d ,  a n d  h e  knew t h a t  h e  was 

o n l y  t o l e r a t e d .  He j u s t  d i d n ' t  g e t  a l o n g  w i t h  h e r  a f t e r  

t h a t  and  s o  he  r e t i r e d .  He s e r v e d  s u c h  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d  I 

g u e s s  i t ' s  k i n d  o f  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a p p r a i s e  D r o g r e s s  u n d e r  h i s  

p e r i o d  o f  C o m m i s s i o n e r s h i p .  B u t  u n d e r  D u n b a r ' s  we c e r t a i n -

l y  moved f o r w a r d ,  t h e r e ' s  n o  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  i t .  T h e r e  was 

t h i s  g r e a t  p r o g r e s s  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i n  a s s i s t i n g  

t h e  Army o n  a n t i b i o t i c s .  T h e r e  was t h e  p r o g r e s s  i n  m e e t i n g  

t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  f o o d  a d d i t i v e s .  . . l e t ' s  s e e ,  t h a t  came 

under . . .no ,  n o  t h e  amendment came u n d e r  L a r r i c k ' s  Commis-

s i o n e r s h i p .  No i t  came u p  t o  t h e  F o o d  A d d i t i v e  Amendment, 

b u t  t h e  Amendment a c t u a l l y  was i n  L a r r i c k ' s . . .  y e s  he.. .see 

E i s e n h o w e r  was e l e c t e d  i n  ' 5 2  when h e  t o o k  o f f i c e  i n  ' 5 3 .  

B e f o r e  h e  t o o k  o f f i c e ,  a n d  b e f o r e  Hobby was a p p o i n t e d ,  

D u n b a r  h a d  r e t i r e d  a n d  C r a w f o r d  h a d  become C o m m i s s i o n e r .  

So t h e  p r o g r e s s  o n  p e s t i c i d e s  had b e e n  u n d e r  D u n b a r .  

I n c i d e n t l y  o f  c o u r s e ,  we u s e d  t o  h a v e  i n  t h e  Food  a n d  

D r u g  a s  y o u  know,  t h e r e  i n  t h e  o l d  F o o d  D i v i s i o n  t h e  s o  

c a l l e d  L i a r s '  C l u b  t h e r e  i n  t h e  c a n n i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  room. 

When I f i r s t  j o i n e d  F o o d  and  D r u g ,  D u n b a r  w o u l d  come down 

a n d  c h a t  w i t h  u s ,  h e  d i d  n o t  a l w a y s  e a t ,  b u t  h e  w o u l d  



a l w a y s  b r i n g  a c u p  o f  c o f f e e  a n d  c h a t  w i t h  e v e r y b o d y  

a r o u n d .  And s o  I knew h i m  f r o m ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  j u s t  f r o m  

h a v i n g  h e a r d  h i m  t a l k .  I n e v e r  d i d  t a l k  w i t h  W a l t e r  G. 

C a m p b e l l .  A l l  I know a b o u t  h i m  i s  h e a r s a y  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  

D u n b a r  I knew p e r s o n a l l y .  One t i m e  y e a r s  a f t e r  h e  r e t i r e d  

we h a d  a D i v i s ' i o n  o f  Food  p i c n i c ,  u p  a t  t h e  W a h l s t r o m s ,  u p  

i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s ,  a n d  s h e  h a d  i n v i t e d  D u n b a r .  H e r e  I saw 

o l d  D r .  D u n b a r  c o m i n g  a n d  I was s t a n d i n g ...I d o n ' t  know 

w i t h  a g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  h e r e  a n d  h e  w a l k s  u p  t o  me "how d o  

y o u  d o  L e s ? "  R e m a r k a b l e  memory, t h a t  guy  h a d  t h e  m o s t  r e -

m a r k a b l e  memory o f  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  I e v e r  knew. He knew 

many, many p e o p l e  by  t h e i r  f i r s t  names i n  FDA. What c o n -

t a c t  d i d  h e  h a v e  w i t h  me? I was a o w l y  j u n i o r  c h e m i s t  

down t h e r e  i n  1:he D i v i s i o n  o f  Food.  O f  c o u r s e ,  I moved u p  a  

1  i t t l e  b i t  u n d e r  h i s  C o m m i s s i o n e r s h  p ,  b u t  r e a l l y  I n e v e r  

h a d  a n y  c o n t a c t  a t  a l l  w i t h  h i m ,  o t  e r  t h a n  t h e  L i a r s  C l u b  

a n d  m e e t i n g  h i m  i n  t h e  h a l l ,  a n d  j u s t  s a y i n g  h e l l o  a n d  t h a t  

s o r t  o f  t h i n g ,  a n d  y e t  h e  c a l l e d  me b y  my f i r s t  name w i t h -

o u t  any  p r o m p t ' i n g .  I w a t c h e d ,  h e  was c o m i n g  u p  w i t h  a 

group o f  peopltr; n o b o d y  p r o r a g t e d  hinr. Other p e o p l e  h a v e  

r e m a r k e d  on hi:; r e m a r k a b l e  memory. I t  was j u s t  r e a l l y  

s o m e t h i n g .  

W e l l ,  C h a r l i e  C r a w f o r d ,  o f  c o u r s e  I knew much b e t t e r ,  

b e c a u s e  he  a t t e n d e d  t h e  L i a r s  C l u b  r e g u l a r l y  f o r  y e a r s  

b e f o r e  h e  became C o m m i s s i o n e r .  He i s  t h e  o n l y  Commis-



s i o n e r ,  i n c i d e n t l y ,  who e v e r  came down t o  my l a b o r a t o r y  t o  

v i s i t .  A t  t h e  t i m e  I was w o r k i n g  on  t h e  m e t h o d s  f o r  t h e  

c h e m i c a l  w a r f a r e  a g e n t s ,  he came down t o  my l a b o r a t o r y  a n d  

s a t  down a n d  s a i d ,  " L e s  t e 11 me w h a t  y o u  a r e  d o i n g . "  He i s  

t h e  o n l y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  t h a t  e v e r  d i d  t h a t  b e f o r e  o r  s i n c e  

a n d  I t o I d  h i m  a b o u t  my wo r k .  He was i n t e r e s t e d ;  h e  w a n t e d  

t o  know w h a t  t h i s  was a l l  a b o u t ,  b u t  o f  c o u r s e  h e  knew w h a t  

t h e  o v e r a l  1  o b j e c t i v e  was. 

Then,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  was a l a t e r  C ~ ~ m m i s s i o n e r  who 

s u c c e e d e d  i n  d o i n g  more  f o r  Food  a n d  D r u g  t h a n  e v e n  D u n b a r  

d i d ,  I w o u l d  s a y  h e  d i d  m o r e  t h a n  C a m p b e l l .  O f  c o u r s e ,  

C a m p b e l l  r e a l l y  g o t  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  l a u n c h e d  on t h e  r i g h t  

r o a d  and  D u n b a r  c a r r i e d  on,  b u t  L a r r i c k  was a n  e x t r o v e r t .  

tie was a v e r y  c a p a b l e  guy,  h e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e ,  

a n d  y e t  h e  came i n t o  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d s ~ i n i s t r a t i o n  a t  

t h e  b o t t o m  a s  a n  i n s p e c t o r  a n d  w e n t  t o  t h e  t o p  a n d  I'll 

t e l l  y o u  a n y b o d y  who c a n  do t h a t  e v e n  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  h a d  

s o m e t h i n g  o n  t h e  b a l l .  He was a v e r y  c a p a b l e ,  v e r y  p e r c e p -

t i v e  guy ;  h e  q o t  a l o n g  v e r y  w e l l  w i t h  C o n g r e s s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

d a y s  o f  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  v e r y  w e l l .  Our a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  

came a l o n g  v e r y  n i c e l y  and  i t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  

o f  h i s  t e r m  when t h e r e  was a l l  o f  t h i s  h u l l a b a l o o  o v e r  

d r u g s .  The F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was n o t  d o i n g  

r i g h t  on  d r u g s ;  t h e y  w e r e  a p p r o v i n g  d r u g s  t h a t  s h o u l d n ' t  



h a v e  b e e n  a p p r o v e d ,  t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  It came o u t  i n  t h e  

n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  H e r b l o c k  t h e  f a m o u s  W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t  c a r t o o n -

i s t ,  N o b e l  P r i z e  w i n n i n g  c a r t o o n i s t ,  h a d  a c a r t o o n  o n e  ':ime 

t h a t  showed  w h a t  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  F o o d  d n d  

D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  T h e  c a r t o o n  a t  t h e  t o p  

h a d  t h e  w o r d s  " T h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n "  t h a n  i t :  

h a d  a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  i n  h e r e ,  w h i t e  c o a t s  a n d  w h a t  n o t  a n d  

t h e n  down b e l o w 1  " O r  The Food a n d  D r u g g e d  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n "  

t h a t  was h i s  c a r t o o n .  And t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  

d r u g  a r e a .  T h e r e  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  d r u g  

a r e a .  I h a v e  n e v e r  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  d r u g  a r e a  e x c e p t ,  i n c i i -

d e n t a l l y ,  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h o s e  d r u g s  t h a t  w e r e  a l s o  pes-.  

t i c i d e s .  T h e r e  a r e  human d r u g s ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e r e  w e r e  when I 

was t h e r e ,  u n d e r  t h e  l a w s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  

c h a n g e d  a l i t t l e ,  a n d  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  w h a t  t h e  s i t u a t d o n  i s  

now. B u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  was p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  s u b s t a n c e  t , o  

b e  a  human d r u g ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  d r u g  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  F o o d  

D r u g  a n d  C o s m e t i c  A c t ;  t o  be  a p e s t i c i d e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  

P e s t i c i d e  C h e m i c a l s  Admendment;  a n d  t o  b e  a p e s t i c i d e  a l s o  

s u b j e c t  t o  F I f R A ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  I n s e c t i c i d e  f a n g l t l d e  a n d  

R o d e n t i c i d e  A c t ,  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  A g r i c u l t u r e .  A g r i c u l t u r e  

w o u l d  h a v e  r e g i s t e r e d  l a b e l s  o f  t h i s  s u b s t a n c e  f o r  i t s  

p e s t i c i d e s  u s e s .  So e x c e p t  f o r  t h a t  l i t t l e  b i t ,  I h a v e  

h a d  n o  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  d r u g s  e x c e p t  l a t e r  on,  o f  c o u r s e ,  



u n d e r  t h e  F o o d  A d d i t  i v e s  Amendment when t h e y  s p l i t  t h e  

B u r e a u  o f  D r u g s  i n t o  t h e  t w o  b u r e a u s ,  one  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  

v e t e r i n a r y  d r u g s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  one,  t h e  human d r u g s ,  t h e  

B u r e a u  o f  M e d i c i n e .  T h e n  I was i n v o l v e d  t o  q u i t e  a m a r k e d  

d e g r e e  w i t h  v e t e r i n a r y  d r u g s .  The  q u e s t i o n  was w h e t h e r  

t h e r e  w e r e  r e s i d u e s  i n  t h e  t i s s u e .  I f  t h e r e  w e r e ,  why 

t h o s e  w e r e  F o o d  A d d i t i v e s  u n d e r  t h e  F o o d  A d d i t i v e s  Amend-

ment  a n d  t h e r e  h a d  t o  h e  a f o o d  a d d i t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n  f o r  

t h o s e  r e s i d u e s  o r  f o r  u s e  o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b s t a n c e .  

d o n ' t  k n o w . . . i t l s  b e e n  s o  l o n g  a n d  I was s o  l o o s e l y  c o n -

n e c t e d  t h a t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  say  f i r s t  h a n d  w h a t  i t  was t h a t  

l e d  t o  t h a t  c a r t o o n  a n d  t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  

r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t 7 o n .  

Up t o  w i t h i n  j u s t  a b o u t  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o r  t w o  t h a t  

L a r r i c k  s e r v e d ,  u p  t o  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s -  

t r a t i o n  h a d  o n l y  f r i e n d s  i n  C o n g r e s s ;  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  a n y  

e n e m i e s .  We w o u l d  go u p  t h e r e  a n d  q e t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  we 

w a n t e d .  E x c e ~ ta s  I s a y  u n d e r  Hobby,  who h e l d  u s  down i n  

o n e  y e a r  t o  f o u r  a n d  a h a l f  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  t o t a l  b u d g e t .  

I t  uas t h e  f i r s t  R I F  and the o n l y  R I F  t h a t  t h e  Food and  

D r u g  e v e r  r a n  i n  W a s h i n g t o n .  We a c t u a l l y  l a i d  o f f  p e o p l e ,  

I d o n ' t  know a b o u t  t h e  f i e l d .  

L o f s v o l d :  Yes, i t  h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t,oo. I n  f a c t ,  my 

j o b  a s  a Food  a n d  D r u g  O f f i c e r  was a b o l i s h l e d .  I h a d  t o  go 

b a c k  t o  b e i n g  an  i n s p e c t o r .  

I 



Ramsey: You w e r e  g l a d  t o  h o l d  o n  t o  i t ,  I b e t .  

L o f s v o l d :  I n d e e d  I was, t h o s e  w e r e  r o u g h  t i m e s .  T h a t  was 

1 9 5 3 .  

Ramsey: Anyway,  L a r r i c k  g o t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  h e  

g o t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  and  h e  g o t  a l o n g  w i t h  C o n g r e s s  

r e m a r k a b l y  w e l l .  He a p p o i n t e d  a  C i t i z e n s  A d v i s o r y  Commi t -

t e e  t o  a d v i s e  o n  an e x p a n d e d  r o l e  f o r  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  i n  

s o c i e t y ,  f o r  an  i n c r e a s e d  b u d g e t  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  

t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  t h e r e  was a C i t i z e n s  A d v i s o r y  Com-

m i t t e e  r e p o r t .  T h e r e  was a r e p o r t  t h a t  h a d  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  

r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  F o o d  a n d  D r u g .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t  was 

u n d e r  L a r r i c k ' s  C o m m i s s i o n e r s h i p .  

L o f s v o l d :  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Ramsey: I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He h a d  H a r v e y  a s  h i s  d e p -  

u t y  and  H a r v e y  ' h a v i n g  h a d  t h a t  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  e x p e r  e n c e  i n  

t h e  f i e l d  a n d  b e i n g  a l a w y e r  o f  a s o r t ,  h e  was i n f  u e n t i a l  

t o o  i n  k e e p i n g  L a r r i c k  on  t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k  a n d  t h e n  0 f 

c o u r s e ,  L a r r i c k  v e r y  s o o n  g o t  K i r k  a n d  R a n k i n  i n t o  t h e  

o f f i c e  t h e r e .  

K i r k  h a d  itlwdys been, a s ~ i q ~ e dup until he was t o  

B o s t o n  a s  a D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r ,  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  

t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  S e c t  o n  o r  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  c a l l e d  i t  b a c k  i n  

t h e  o l d  d a y s ,  s o  he  h a d  a l w a y s  h a d  some i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  

h i g h  p o l i c y .  



I t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  Food  a n d  D r u g  h a d n ' t  b e e n  w e l l  

managed a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  wou I d  l o o k  o u t s i d e  f o r  a Commis-

s i o n e r .  R a n k i n  s e r v e d  a s  A c t  i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  o n l y  a 

s h o r t  t i m e ,  a n d  t h i s  was t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  E x c e  l l e n c e  Man, 

t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  HEW who was... 

L o f s v o l d :  I know who y o u  mean...John G a r d n e r  

Ramsey: J o h n  G a r d n e r .  D i d  y o u  e v e r  r e a d  E x c e l l e n c e ?  

L o f s v o l d :  No, n e v e r  d i d .  

Ramsey: W e l l  t h e r e ' s  n o  q u e s t i o n ,  h e  was an i n t e l l e c t u a l .  

He w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  v e r y  w e l l  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  a g e n c y  o r  

a b o u t  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  h i s  . h e a r t  was 

a l l  i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e ,  he  a f t e r w a r d s ,  s e t  u p  t h i s . . .  

L o f s v o l d :  Common Cause.  

Ramsey: Common Cause.  You see ,  h e  was a d o - g o o d e r ;  t h a t ' s  

w h a t  h e  was; h i s  h e a r t  was i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e ;  some d o  

t h i n g s  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  b u t  t h e r e  was p u b l i c  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  

management  o f  Food a n d  D r u g .  So h e  w o u l d  go o u t s i d e  a n d  h e  

w o u l d  g e t  somebody who was t o p  n o t c h .  He w e n t  down t o  

P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ,  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u q .  Up t o  

t h a t  t i m e  y o u  see a l l  t h e  C m n m l s s i o n e t s  h a d  come u p  t h r o u g h  

t h e  r a n k s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  e v e r y o n e  o f  them. He w e n t  down a n d  

g o t  J i m  G o d d a r d  f r o m  t h e  Pub l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e .  

Somebody one  t i m e  s a i d  i n  a s o r t  o f  a s n i d e  r e m a r k  

" A l l  t h a t  J i m  Goddard  r e a l l y  knew a b o u t  m e d i c i n e ,  was w h a t  



h e  l e a r n e d  w h i l e  h e  was a V D  c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r " .  W e l l ,  I 

t h i n k  t h a t  i s  n o t  f a i r .  I w o u l d n ' t  w a n t  t h a t  t o  be  on  t h e  

r e c o r d  t h a t  t h a t  i s  w h a t  I t h o u g h t  o f  J i m  G o d d a r d .  He d i d  

h a v e  some p r o n o u n c e d  i d e a s  on w h a t  he  was g o i n q  t o  d o  t o  

F o o d  and  D r u g  a n d  h e  d i d  make some d r a s t i c  c h a n g e s .  I knew 

G o d d a r d  t o o ,  v e r y  we1 1. He was a down t o  e a r t h  guy ,  v e r y  

p e r s o n a b l e  guy .  He w o u l d  g e t  o n  t h e  r a d i o  and  h e  c o u l d  

j u s t  c h a r m  t h e  ~ i r e s s e s  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  women c o n s u m e r s  o f  t h e  

c o u n t r y  a b o u t  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  You n a y  

h a v e  s e e n  h i m  o n  TV.  He was t r e m e n d o u s ,  a n d  h i s  p u b l i c  

s p e e c h e s  w e r e  t r e m e n d o u s .  

I g o t  t o  know h i m  v e r y  w e l l ,  b e c a u s e  h e  a s k e d  me a n d  

Reo Duggan t o  go w i t h  h i m  a n d  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

A g r i c u l t u r e  on  n t r i p  t o  Bonn,  Germany t o  r e v i e w  t h e  p e s t i -  

c i d e  t o l e r a n c e  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  West  German O f f i c i a l s .  I t  

was a t  a t i m e  wl- en t h e r e  was a p r e t t y  p r o n o u n c e d  d i s a g r e e -

m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e s t i c i d e  t o l e r a n c e s  Germany was e s t a b -

l i s h i n g ,  and  o u r  p e s t i c i d e  t o l e r a n c e s .  And, o f  c o u r s e ,  

t h a t  b l o c k e d  t h e  f l o w  o f  goods t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  a t  

l e a s t  i t  made i t  n o t  a s  e a s y .  I w e n t  w i t h  h im.  a l o n g  w i t h  

Duggan.  G o d d a r d  was a v e r y  c a p a b l e  guy ;  h e  was k i n d  o f  i l n  

e a r t h y  s o r t .  He c o u l d  t e l l  a s  d i r t y  a  s t o r y  as  t h e  n e x t  

one.  



T h e n  f o l l o w i n g  G o d d a r d . . . l e t  me s e e  w h a t  d i d  he  do, 

o h  G o d d a r d  c r o s s e d  J o h n s o n .  He w e n t  u p  o n  t h e  H i l l ,  a s  y o u  

remember ,  y o u  saw t h i s ,  a l l  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  s t o r y .  He t e s t i -  

f i e d  i n  one  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  J o h n s o n  A d m i n i s -  

t r a t i o n  was i n  t h e  o t h e r .  I f  I s t o p p e d  a n d  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  

i t  I c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  g e t  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  i t ,  b u t  anyway t h a t  

was i t  a n d  so G o d d a r d  r e s i g n e d .  

L e t s  s e e  who came i n  a f t e r  Goddard ,  was i t  H e r b  L e y ?  

L o f s v o l d :  Yes, H e r b  L e y .  

Ramsey: We1 1 ,  I n e v e r  g o t  a s  we 1 1  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  H e r b  

L e y ,  h e  wasn ' t  w i t h  u s  t o o  l o n g ,  a b o u t  t w o  . y e a r s  o r  so ,  a n d  

I n e v e r  r e a l  l y . . .  

L o f s v o l d :  A c t u a l l y  I t h i n k  h e  was C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  o n l y  

a b o u t  a l i t t l e  o v e r  a y e a r .  

Ramsey: I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h e  c y c l a m a t e s  d i d  h i m  i n .  

Nobody c o u l d  o f  s u r v i v e d  t h a t ,  i t  w o u l d  h i t v e  made n o  d i f -

f e r e n c e  who t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  was. He w o u l d  o f  been  o u t  o n  

h i s  a s s ;  S e c r e t a r y  F i n c h  was o u t  o n  h i s  as ,s ;  n o b o d y  c o u l d  

h a v e  s u r v i v e d  t h a t .  T h a t  was an e c o n o m i c  d e b a c l e  o f  a mag-

n i t u d e  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a s n ' t  s e e n  b e f o r e  n o r  s i n c e  as  f a r  a s  

t h e  F o o d  and  D r u g  i s  c o n c e r n e d .  

Then a f t e r  H e r b  L e y  ... H e r b  L e y ,  a s  I s a y ,  I r e a l l y  

d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  know h i m  v e r y  w e l l ,  y e t  h e  i s  t h e  one  who 

p r e s e n t e d  me t h e  FDA Award  o f  M e r i t .  I g u e s s  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  



t h e  l a s t  C o m m i s s i o n e r  t h a t  I r e a l l y  knew, t h e  n e x t  guy  was 

who? 

L o f s v o l d :  C h a r l i e  E d w a r d s .  

Ramsey: Oh, y e s ,  C h a r l i e ,  o f  c o u r s e .  Oh, y e s  a n d  t h a t  

d e p u t y  o f  h is . . .  

L o f s v o l d :  J i m  G r a n t .  

Ramsey: J i m  G r a n t .  A b o u t  t h a t  t i m e  J i m  G r a n t  d e c i d e d ,  o r  

maybe E d w a r d s  d e c i d e d ,  anyway  E d w a r d s  came f r o m  t h i s  h i g h  

p o w e r e d  i n d u s t r y  management  a g e n c y .  T h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  

revamp t h e  management  o f  Food  a n d  D r u g .  G o i n g  t o  d o  some 

f u r t h e r  r e o r g a n i z i n g  a n d  w h a t  n o t .  So t h e y  s e t  u p  an 

I n t e r - b u r e a u  C o m m i t t e e .  I was t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  :the 

B u r e a u  o f  Foods,  on  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e ,  s o  I g o t  t o  know J i m  

G r a n t  I g u e s s  a l i t t l e  b i t .  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  know 

Edwards  t h a t  w e ' l l .  T h a t  was t h e  e n d  o f  i t  t h e n ,  I r e t i r e d .  

W e l l ,  I w o u l d  h a v e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h o s e  p e o p l e ,  e v e n  ( J i m  

G o d d a r d  o f  whom i t  was s a i d  h e  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  l e a r n  much 

a b o u t  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  h e  w a s n ' t  w i t h  11s 

a l l  t h a t  l o n g .  T h e y  w e r e  a l l  men o f  i n t e g r i t y .  T h e y  w12t-e 

a l l  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  the i n t e f e s t  o f  the ccnsumRc?.r. 

The a g e n c y ' s  d e c i s i o n s  r e a l l y  w e r e  n o t  p o l i t i c i z e d  t o  t h e  

e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  became s u b s e q u e n t l y  ...s o  I u n d e r s t a n d  a t  

l e a s t ,  o f  c o u r r i e  my news a l w a y s  comes i n  d i r e c t l y  now. A 

K o l b y e  has  beer1 p r e t t y  d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  way t h i n g s  w e n t  



t h a t  was p r o b a b l y  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  1973 .  T h i n q s  h a d  become 

q u i t e  p o l i t i c i z e d  w i t h  t h e  l a t e r  c o m m i s s i o n e r s .  T h a t  I 

d o n ' t  know. 

A b o u t  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  a n d  s u p e r i o r s  t h a t  I h a d  i n  F o o d  

a n d  D r u g .  I s u p p o s e  I was one  o f  t h e  l u c k y  ones.  I know 

t h a t  n o t  e v e r y  Food a n d  D r u g  e m p l o y e e  c o u l d  s a y ,  a s  I c a n ,  

h o n e s t l y ,  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  I h a d  b e g i n n i n g  way 

down a t  t h e  b o t t o m ,  a l l  t h e  way u p  t o  t h e  t o p ,  t h e s e  w e r e  

a l l  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  men t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  e v e r  w a n t  t o  mee t .  

They  w e r e  a l l  c a p a b l e .  They w e r e  a l l  h o n e s t .  T h e r e  w a s n ' t  

a one  o f  t h e m  who w o u l d  c u t  t h e  g r o u n d  f r o m  u n d e r  y o u .  N o t  

one.  A t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  l i s t  I w o u l d  p u t  Bob Roe. He was my 

i d o l .  

L o f s v o l d :  You know h e  was my f i r s t  b o s s ,  t o o .  

Ramsey: Oh, he  was? 

L o f s v o l d :  He was t h e  C h i e f  a t  S e a t t l e  when I r e p o r t e d  

t h e r e  i n  1 9 3 9 .  

Ramsey: I s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

L o f s v o l d :  I w o u l d  a g r e e .  He was one  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  men I 

e v e r  knew. You know u k a t  you j u s t  s a i d  has b e e n  s a i d  i n  

d i f f e r e n t  w o r d s  by  a l m o s t  e v e r y b o d y  t h a t  I h a v e  i n t e r -

v i e w e d .  

Ramsey: W e l l ,  I know t h a t  some o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e s  h a v e  h a d  

p r o b l e m s .  Now, f o r  e x a m p l e ,  maybe I c a n ' t  g e t  t h e  names 



anymore . .  . t h e  i l n t i b i o t i c s  p e o p l e .  . . J e s t e r .  B i  1 1  J e s t e r  a n d  

h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  w h a t  was t h a t  o t h e r  g u y ' s  name? I t  d o e s n ' t  

make a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  anyway.  

Anyway t h e r e  was a n  a n t i b i o t i c s  s p e c i a l i s t  t h a t  s e r v e d .  

w i t h  B i l l  J e s t e r .  B i l l  J e s t e r  w a s n ' t  a s c i e n t i s t .  

L o f s v o l d :  I t h i n k  h e  was an a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  Was t h e  na,me 

D i  1  o r e n z o ?  

Ramsey: D i l o r e n z o ,  t h o s e  t w o  g u y s  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  g o t  a  

s q u a r e  d e a l .  

L o f s v o l d :  W e l l ,  f r o m  w h a t  l i t t l e  I h a v e  h e a r d  o f  t h e  c a s e  

t h e r e  w e r e  s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n s ,  t o o .  T h e y  w e r e  b l a m e d  f o r  

t h i n g s  w h i c h  w e r e  n o t  a t  a l l  t h e i r  f a u l t .  

Ramsey: I t  w a s n t t . . . o f  c o u r s e ,  I was i n  t h e  same B u r e a u  a t  

t h e  t i m e .  I h a d  s o  l i t t l e  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  B i l l  J e s t e r  a n d  

D i l  o r e n z o ,  b u t  . w h e n  t h i s  h a p p e n e d  t h e  Commi ss i ' one r  h i m s e l f  

w a s n ' t  a v a i l a b l e  when i t  came t o  a c l i m a x .  I t  was R a n k i n  

who r e l i e v e d  t h e m  o f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  

Summerson was t h e  C h i e f  o f  t h e  B u r e a u .  Summerson was 

n o t  a  Bob  Roe when i t  came t o  d e a l i n g  w i t h  h i s  e m p l o y e e s .  

He d i d  n o t  make a n y  e f f o r t  t o  s e e  w h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  was, o r  

t o  c  e a r  i t  up ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  

R a n k i n  j u s t  r e l i e v e d  t h o s e  t w o  g u y s  o f  t h e i r  j o b s  a n d  

t h e y  s a t  a r o u n d .  They  came t o  w o r k  f o r  a b o u t  a m o n t h .  w i t h  

n o t h  n g  t o  do. F i n a l l y  B i l l  J e s t e r  was a s s i g n e d  a s  K i r k ' s  



a s s i s t a n t ,  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  d o n e  a n y -

t h i n g  v e r y  bad,  o r  K i r k  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  h a d  h im .  

No, I t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  one  m i s t a k e  t h a t  

R a n k i n  made. I n e v e r  d i d  s e e  a n y  r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t .  O f  

c o u r s e ,  I n e v e r  saw t h e  d e t a i l s .  The  d e t a i l s  w e r e  n e v e r  

made p u b l i c  t o  u s  i n  t h e  B u r e a u .  I t  n e v e r  came o u t  a s  t o  

p r e c i s e l y  w h a t  t h e  f a c t s  were .  We n e v e r  d i d  know. 

So, I w o u l d  t h i n k  t h a t  i f  y o u  w e r e  t o  i n t e r v i e w  J o e  

D i l o r e n z o  o r  B i l l  J e s t e r  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  make t h a t  same 

s t a t e m e n t ,  I b e l i e v e . . . I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e y  r e a l l y  ...w e l l  

t h e y  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  g o t  a  s q u a r e  d e a l ,  I know t h a t .  I 

t a l k e d  t o  them. A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e y  t h o u g h t  i t  was j u s t  

o u t r a g e o u s  b e c a u s e  I d i d  t a l k  t o  t h e n  a b o u t  i t .  

W e l l ,  I t h i n k  w h a t  l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  I made i n  Food  a n d  

D r u g  I owe t o  t h o s e  v e r y  c a p a b l e  p e o p l e  who w e r e  g u i d i n g  

me a l o n g ,  k e p t  me o n  t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k .  O f  c o u r s e ,  I h a d  an 

a w f u l  l o t  o f  h e l p  f r o m  b e l o w  t o o .  I s u r e  d i d .  I h a d  v e r y  

f i n e  s u p p o r t  f r o m  b e n e a t h .  They  w e r e  a l l  t h e r e  t o  do  t h e i r  

.job, g e t  t h e i r  j o b  done.  

I c o u l d  c a l l  f o r  o v e r t i m e . .  . One time t h i s  guy G r a n t  

h a d  t o  h a v e  some s o r t  o f . . . L i n d s a y  was t h e  A s s i s t a n t  Com-

m i s s i o n e r  f o r  S c i e n c e  a n d  t h e y  c a l l e d  o n  mle i n  t h e  B u r e a u  

t o  make some s o r t  o f  a c o m p a r i s o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  recommenda-  

t i o n s  o f  t h e  W h i t e  House  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  A g i n g ,  w i t h  r e g a r d  



t o  F o o d  a n d  D r u g ,  a n d  t o  c h e c k  t h o s e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  as  t o  

w h a t  t h e  l a w  p r o v i d e d  a n d  w h a t  o u r  p o l i c y  was a n d  w h a t  we 

s h o u l d  be  d o i n g .  I w e n t  t o  w o r k  on  a d o c u m e n t  t h a t  was 

c o m p a r i s o n s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e e  t h e  t h i n g  o n  o n e  s h e e t  t h e  

s h e e t  h a d  t o  b e  a b o u t  s o  b i g .  We h a d  t h i s  t h i n g  p r i n t e d  u p  

a n d  h e  was i n  a h u r r y  t o  g e t  i t  s o  h e  c o u l d  l o o k  a t  i t  i ~ n d  

s e e  w h a t  we w e r e  d o i n g  t h a t  w a s n ' t  w h a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

w a n t e d .  So, I h a d  t o  a s k  t h e  g i r l s  o n e  t i m e  t o  w o r k  o v e r -

t i m e ,  I g u e s s  t h e y  came i n  a l l  d a y  S a t u r d a y  a n d  a l l  d a y  

Sunday t o  g e t  t h a t  t h i n g  t y p e d  up.  T h e y  w i l l i n g l y  d i d  i't; 

o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  g o t  o v e r t i m e  f o r  i t .  T h e y  came i n  a n d  t h e y  

t y p e d  a n d  we g o t  i t  t o  G r a n t  p r o m p t l y  a n d  i t  was w h a t  h e  

w a n t e d .  

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  some o f  my o t h e r  p e o p l e  who w e r e  s o  u n -

f o r t u n a t e  a s  t o  h a v e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  me. W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  them,  

some o f  t h e m  p u t  i n  a n  a w f u l  l o t  o f  o v e r t i m e .  

F r a n k  M c F a r l a n d  was one  o f  t h o s e .  Ye was i n  c h a r g e !  o f  

t h e  P e t i t i o n s  C o n t r o l  b r a n c h .  I t  was o n e  o f  t h o s e  p r e s s u r e  

p o i n t s .  To g e t  t h o s e  p e t i t i o n s  o u t  o n  t i m e  o r  e x p l a i n  why 

y o u  d i d n ' t  o r  e x p l a i n  why y o u  a r e  n o t  d o i n g  it. 

B i l l  H o r o w i t z ,  t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  w o r k  h o r s e .  b i l l  

n e v e r  r e a l l y  e v e r  w o r k e d  f o r  me d i r e c t l y .  No, I w o r k e d  

w i t h  h im .  We w e r e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  c o - e q u a l s  a l l  a l o n g .  He i s  

a w o r k  h o r s e ,  a r e a l  w o r k a h o l i c  i f  t h e r e  e v e r  was one.  

d o n ' t  know how h e  e v e r  managed t o  r a i s e  a f a m i l y .  

I 



W e l l ,  t h a t  i s  a l l  I h a v e  t o  say  a t  t h e  moment, u n l e s s  

t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  some o t h e r  a s p e c t  t h a t  I 

m i g h t  know s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t .  

L o f s v o l d :  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  a n y  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  Les ,  and. 

I d o  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  t a l k  w i t h  me. 

I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  r e c o r d i n g  w i l l  h e l p  u s  f i l l  i n  some o f  

t h e  gaps i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  a g e n c y  a n d  w i l l  b e  v e r y  u s e -

f u l  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  Thank y o u  v e r y  much. 




