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INTRODUCTION 

This i s  a t ranscr ipt ion of a taped interview, one of a 

se r ie f j  conducted by Robert G.  Porter and Fred L .  Lofsvold, 

re t i red  employees of the U. S. Food and Drug Administration. 

The interviews were held with r e t i r ed  F.D.A. employees 

whose recollections may serve t o  enrich the written record. 

I t  i s  hoped tha t  these narratives of things past will serve 

as source material f o r  present and future  researchers; t ha t  

the s to r i e s  of important accomplishments, in teres t ing events, 

and d'stinguished leaders will f ind a place in training and 

orientation of new employees, and may b e  useful to enhance 

the  morale of the organization; and f i na l l y ,  that  they will 

be of value t o  Dr. James Harvey Young in the  writing of the  

history of the Food and Drug Administration. 

The tapes and t ranscr ipt ions  will become a part  of the 

collection of the National Library of Medicine and copies of 

the t ranscr ipt ions  will be placed i n  the Library of Emory 

Uni versi t y  . 
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F:: T h i s  i s  a r e c o r d i n g  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  FDA o r a l  h i s t o r y  

i n t e r v i e w s .  We a r e  i n t e r v i e w i n g ,  t o d a y ,  M r .  N a l c o l m  R .  

S t e p h e n s  f o r m e r  A s s o c i a t e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  Food  and  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The r e c o r d i n g  i s  b e i n g  made i n  F a y e t t e v i l  l e ,  

A r k a n s a s .  The d a t e  i s  December 4 ,  1984. I n t e r v i e w e r  i s  F r e d  

L o f s v o l d .  

S t e v e ,  c o u l d  we s t a r t  t h i s  o f f  by  y o u r  g i v i n g  me a s o r t  

o f  an  o r a l  c u r r i c u l u m  v i t a e  o f  when and w h e r e  y o u  w e r e  b o r n ,  

w h e r e  y o u  w e r e  e d u c a t e d  and t h e n  a resume,  b r i e f l y ,  o f  t h e  

v a r i o u s  j o b s  t h a t  y o u  h e l d  i n  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a -  

t i o n  w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e  d a t e s .  

i 4 S :  F r e d ,  I was b o r n  a t  F o r t  S m i t h ,  A r k a n s a s  i n  1 9 0 7  and 

r a i s e d  m o s t  o f  my l i f e  i n  e a s t e r n  Ok lahoma,  a l i t t l e  t o w n  o f  

S p i r o ,  Ok lahoma.  My f a t h e r  was a f a r m e r ,  h e  was a f o r m e r  

p h y s i c a n  who w e n t  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A r k a n s a s  a n d  t o  

V a n d e r b i l t .  He p r a c t i c e d  m e d i c i n e  a s h o r t  w h i l e  a n d  was a 

d r e a m e r  t y p e  o f  man who l o v e d  t h e  o u t d o o r s  and  d e c i d e d  he 

d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e ,  s o  I was r a i s e d  u n d e r  t h a t  

k i n d  o f  an  a t m o s p h e r e .  I w e n t  t h r o u g h  h i g h  s c h o o l  a t  S p i r o  

and was a c t i v e  i n  a t h l e t i c s  and d i d  w e l l  i n  my c l a s s w o r k  

b e c a u s e  I d i d n ' t  h a v e  much c o m p e t i t i o n ,  p r i m a r i l y ,  and  t h e n  

e n t e r e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A r k a n s a s  i n  1 9 2 5 .  

As a r e s u l t  o f  h a v i n g  some g e n e r a l  s c i e n c e  c o u r s e s  i n  

h i g h  s c h o o l ,  I became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c h e m i s t r y  and  p h y s i c s ;  

and, p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  I guess ,  and  n o t  k n o w i n g  



a n y t h i n g  e l s e  I w a n t e d  t o  s t u d y ,  I d e c i d e d  t o  s t u d y  c h e m i s t r y  

and  m i n o r  i n  p h y s i c s .  I d i d  t h a t  and  t h e n  I had  an  a d d i -

t i o n a l  m i n o r  o f  b o t a n y ,  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t  was my 

genes  c o m i n g  o u t  I guess.  I had  no i d e a  w h a t  I was g o i n g  t o  

do  w i t h  t h e  c h e m i s t r y  when I s t u d i e d  i t ,  e x c e p t  I t h o u g h t  i t  

was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I s t i l l  t h i n k  o r g a n i c  c h e m i s t r y  i s  

one o f  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  s u b j e c t s  I e v e r  had. P h y s i c a l  

c h e m i s t r y  was one o f  t h e  r o u g h e s t  t h i n g s  I e v e r  had.  

P u r e l y  p e r s o n a l l y ,  I became v e r y  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a 

y o u n g  l a d y  f r o m  E a s t e r n  A r k a n s a s  and we l a t e r  w e r e  m a r r i e d  

a f t e r  I g r a d u a t e d .  My o r g a n i c  p r o f e s s o r  w a n t e d  me t o  s t u d y  

o r g a n i c  c h e m i s t r y  and do  g r a d u a t e  work ,  b u t  I had  f a l l e n  i n  

l o v e  and I h a d  r e a l l y  t h o u g h t  I w a n t e d  t o  s t u d y  m e d i c i n e  b u t  

I d i d n ' t  s t u d y  e i t h e r  c h e m i s t r y  o r  m e d i c i n e .  

The s p r i n g  o f  my g r a d u a t i o n  D r .  H a r r i s o n  H a l e ,  t h e  h e a d  

o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  came t o  me and s a i d  t h a t  h e  had  word  t h a t  

t h e r e  was an  announcemen t  f o r  a F o o d  and D r u g  I n s p e c t o r  exam-

i n a t i o n ,  t h a t  was t o  b e  g i v e n ,  I seem t o  remember ,  a b o u t  May 

o f  1930.  D r .  H a l e  b r o u g h t  i t  t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  I t h i n k ,  as a 

p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  a j o b  as  h e  was t r y i n g  t o  p l a c e  h i s  g r a d u -

a t e s ,  and  I a l w a y s  s o r t  o f  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  D r .  H a l e  t h o u g h t  

t h a t  I w o u l d  n e v e r  make v e r y  much o f  a c h e m i s t .  So, anyway,  

I t o o k  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  and  I d o  n o t  remember t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  

i t .  I do  remember t h a t  one o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  was t h a t  I 

m u s t  v i s i t  a l o c a l  f o o d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a n t  and  w r i t e  some 



k i n d  o f  r e p o r t  on ' t .  I d i d  t h a t ,  and I ' v e  o f t e n  w o n d e r e d  

what  t h a t  r e p o r t  w o u l d  l o o k  l i k e  i f  i t  saw t h e  l i g h t  o f  day  

t o d a y .  

FL :  What s o r t  o f  a p l a n t  was i t ?  

M S :  I t  was a  c a n n i n g  p l a n t .  T h e r e  were  numerous c a n n  

p l a n t s ,  smalT c a n n i n g  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  O z a r k  a r e a  c a n n i n g  

s p i n a c h ,  beans and t o m a t o e s .  A g r e a t  many o f  t hem t h a t  w e r e  

n o t h i n g  much more t h a n  a shed  b e s i d e  o f  a s p r i n g  somewhere 

w h e r e  t h e y  had a s o u r c e  o f  w a t e r ,  and  t h e y  f i r e d  t h e  b o i l e r s  

w i t h  wood, and we u s e d  t o  c a l l  t h e m  " s h a d e  t r e e  c a n n e r i e s . " '  

T h a t ' s  a b o u t  what  t h e y  were .  They  d i d n ' t  do t o o  b a d l y  a n d  

g e t  i n  t o o  much d i f f i c u l t y  u n t i l  t h e y  began  c a n n i n g  s p i n a c h ,  

a n d  t h a t  i s  a n o t h e r  s u b j e c t .  

B u t ,  i n  any  e v e n t ,  I t o o k  t h a t  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  and  some 

t i m e  l a t e r ,  I g u e s s  e a r l y  F a l l ,  I g o t  word  t h a t  I h a d  p a s s e d  

and  t h a t  I had b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  and  s h o u l d  r e p o r t  t o  C h i c a g o  o n  

O c t o b e r  1 6 ,  1930.  W e l l ,  I h a d  n o  i d e a  a t  t h a t  t i m e  wha t  t h e  

Food  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d i d ,  who t h e y  were  o r  a c t u a l l y  

a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  them. N e v e r t h e l e s s  I h a d  a j o b  and  t h e  o n l y  

o t h e r  j o b  I had b e e n  o f f e r e d  was a j o b  as  a w a t e r  c h e m i s t  b y  

t h e  F r i s c o  R a i l r o a d .  I c o u l d n ' t  e n v i s i o n  m y s e l f  r u n n i n g  

w a t e r  samp les  f r o m  t h e r e  o n  f o r  a r a i l r o a d  company. So, I 

was v e r y  p l e a s e d  a n d  w e n t  t o  C h i c a g o  and  t o o k  t h e  j o b ,  and  

t h a t ,  b r i e f l y ,  i s  my b a c k g r o u n d .  

FL:  Then  y o u  were  a t  C h i c a g o  as  a n  I n s p e c t o r  f o r  how l o n g ?  



M S :  W e l l ,  now b e g ' n n i n g  j u s t  a q u i c k  r u n - t h r o u g h  on my 

c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  I went  t h e r e  

O c t o b e r  o f  1930  a n d  I s t a y e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  J u l y  o f  1932.  I n  

o t h e r  words ,  s o m e t h i n g  o v e r  a  y e a r  a n d  a h a l f .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  

I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  S t .  L o u i s .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h e  h e a d  o f  

t h e  C h i c a g o  S t a t i o n ,  as  t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e m  i n  t h o s e  days ,  was 

H a r r y  G a r r e t t ,  and  James 0. C l a r k e ,  " J immy"  C l a r k e ,  was t h e  

C h i e f  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  D i s t r i c t .  I wen t  t o  S t .  L o u i s  i n  ' 3 2 ,  

a n d  t h e  C h i e f  t h e r e  was E r n i e  S m i t h ,  a n  o l d  b a c h e l o r ,  a v e r y  

e a s y - g o i n g ,  n i c e  k i n d  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  who, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  h a d  

d e v e l o p e d  a v e r y  good  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  D r .  H a l e  a t  

t h e  C h e m i s t r y  D e p a r t m e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A r k a n s a s .  

T h r o u g h  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  q u i t e  o f  number  o f  p e o p l e  even -

t u a l l y  came f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A r k a n s a s  C h e m i s t r y  

D e p a r t m e n t  t o  t h e  Food  and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Anyway, I 

went  t o  work f o r  E r n i e  and  h e  was v e r y  e a s y  t o  work  f o r .  

A f t e r  I was t h e r e ,  l e t  me s e e  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  ' 3 2 ,  I was i n  S t .  

L o u i s  18 mon ths ,  and  a r o u n d  December o f  1933,  I was a d v i s e d  

t h a t  I was b e i n g  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  M i n n e a p o l i s  S t a t i o n  w h e r e  M r .  

W i l l i a m  H a r r i s o n  was t h e  C h i e f  o f  t h e  S t a t i o n .  The m o s t  I 

remember  a b o u t  t h a t  i s  how e x c i t e d  and  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  my 

w i f e ' s  f a m i l y ,  who l i v e d  i n  s o u t h e r n  A r k a n s a s ,  became t o  

l e a r n  t h a t  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  was g o i n g  t o  l i v e  i n  M i n n e a p o l i s .  

A t  a n y  r a t e ,  we wen t  up  t h e r e  and  w o r k e d  w i t h  M r .  H a r r i s o n ,  a 

v e r y  f i n e  g e n t l e m a n  f r o m  V i r g i n i a ,  w i t h  genes f rom,  I g u e s s ,  



f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  H i s  w i f e  was a g r e a t  

l a d y .  I was t h e r e  a c t u a l l y ,  I guess ,  a b o u t  e i g h t  mon ths .  

D u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  t h e y  had one o f  t h e  b i g  d u s t s t o r m  e r a s  

u p  t h e r e ,  a n d  I remember  b e i n g  o u t  i n  S o u t h  D a k o t a  o r  N o r t h  

D a k o t a ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  w h i c h ,  on a  f r a u d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and  

i t  became one  o f  t h o s e  d u s t  b l o w s ,  a n d  I woke up i n  t h e  morn -

i n g ,  ( o f  c o u r s e  we h a d  no a i r  c o n d i t i o n ,  and  i t  was Summer-

t i m e ) .  I remember  a b o u t  an i n c h  o f  s o i l  was a l l  o v e r  me and  

t h e  b e d  t h a t  I had s l e p t  i n .  A n o t h e r  t h i n g  I remember a b o u t  

t h a t  t r i p  o u t  t h e r e  was, an  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  as a p a r t  

o f  a f r a u d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I was m a k i n g ,  I l o c a t e d  an o l d  desk  

t h a t  t h i s  f e l l o w  h a d  h a d  i n  h i s  b u s i n e s s  o u t  t h e r e  and  t h e  

d r u g g i s t  a t  a l o c a l  d r u g s t o r e  p u t  me on t o  i t  where  i t  was 

l o c a t e d .  I f o u n d  t h e  desk ,  and f o u n d  i t  f u l l  o f  t h i s  o l d  

b o y ' s  f i l e s ,  s o  I h a d  a r e a l  w i n d f a l l  on  t h a t .  

W e l l ,  a t  a n y  r a t e ,  when I r e t u r n e d  t o  M i n n e a p o l i s  f r o m  

t h a t  t r i p  M r .  H a r r i s o n  c a l l e d  me i n  and i n  a v e r y  somber t o n e  

s a i d  t o  me, " J i m m y "  C l a r k e  c a l l e d  and  s a i d  W a s h i n g t o n  h a d  

c a l l e d  h i m  and  t h e y  w a n t e d  me t o  go t o  New O r l e a n s  t o  head  up 

t h e  S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t i o n  S e r v i c e .  I remember  M r .  H a r r i s o n  

s a i d ,  " S u c h  a shame t h a t  t h e y  were  t a k i n g  me away f r o m  h i m  up 

t h e r e  b e c a u s e  h e  was j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  t o  g e t  me t r a i n e d . "  So, 

a t  any  r a t e ,  t h a t  was A u g u s t  o r  a l i t t l e  p r i o r  t o  A u g u s t  o f  

1934.  T h a t  e n d e d  my t e n u r e  i n  M i n n e a p o l i s .  I was e v e n  l e s s  

f a m i l a r  w i t h  s h r i m p  and t h a t  a r e a  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t h a n  I h a d  



I been  o r i g i n a l l y  a b o u t  t h e  Food and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

d o n ' t  t h i n k  I had e v e r  s e e n  a s h r i m p ,  much l e s s  h a v i n g  e v e r  

e a t e n  one, I ' d  h e a r d  t h e r e  was such  an a n i m a l ,  b u t  t h a t  was 

t h e  mos t  I koew a b o u t  i t .  

I wen t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  f i r s t ,  and t h a t  was my f i r s t  r e a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  f o r m u l a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  I r e a -

li z e d  t h e n ,  I t h i n k ,  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  j o b  t h a t  

i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  w r i t i n g  and  t r y i n g  t o  p e r f e c t  r e g u l a t i o n s  

a i m e d  a t  a c h i e v i n g  w h a t e v e r  o b j e c t i v e  y o u  may be  t r y i n g  t o  

a c h i e v e .  T h a t ' s  w h e r e  I g o t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  

down t h e r e .  A1 H u n t e r  b e i n g  one, who was Head o f  t h e  B a c t e -

r i o l o g i c a l  D i v i s i o n  o f  FDA t h e n .  I was down t h e r e  a b o u t  a 

m o n t h  and went  on  t o  New O r l e a n s ,  where  I r e c a l l  t h e  n e x t  

t h i n g  we d i d  was t o  h o l d  a  s e r i e s  o f  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i n  t h e  

New O r l e a n s  and A t l a n t a  D i s t r i c t s ,  where  t h e  s h r i m p  i n d u s t r y  

was l o c a t e d .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h i s  was a l l  c a n n e d  s h r i m p ,  

n o b o d y  h a d  e v e r  h e a r d  o f  f r o z e n  sh r imp .  T h e r e  was some 

l i m i t e d  amount o f  d r i e d  s h r i m p  down i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C a j u n  

c o u n t r y  o u t  o f  New O r l e a n s .  They w o u l d  s p r e a d  s h r i m p  o u t  on  

t h e  dock  and l e t  i t  s u n  d r y .  T h a t  was t h e  d r i e d  s h r i m p  

i n d u s t r y .  

Now, g o i n g  o n  w i t h  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  b u s i n e s s  o f  my t i m e  i n  

FDA. The Food a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s e t  up  t h e  S e a f o o d  

S e r v i c e  u p  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  u n i t  d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  

W a s h i n g t o n .  We w o r k e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  New O r l e a n s  a n d  



A t l a n t a  S t a t i o n s ,  b u t  my o f f i c e  i n  New O r l e a n s  was t h e  

W a s h i n g t o n  c o n t a c t  f o r  t h e  S e a f o o d  S e r v i c e ,  and we o p e r a t e d  

t h a t  way f r o m  ' 3 4 ,  I g u e s s ,  u n t i l  a b o u t  ' 3 6 ,  and  t h e y  d e c i d e d  

t h e n  t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  seemed t o  b e  o p e r a t i n g  and g e t t i n g  

a l o n g  a l l  r i g h t  so, f r o m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  

w h a t - h a v e - y o u ,  t h a t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  i t  was t i m e  t o  b r i n g  t h a t  

S e r v i c e  u n d e r  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  S t a t i o n  O f f i c e s ,  w h i c h  t h e y  d i d .  

A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e y  a p p o i n t e d  me as C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  o f  t h e  New 

O r l e a n s  S t a t i o n .  M r .  E d w i n  Boudreaux ,  a f i n e  l i t t l e  c a j u n ,  

was t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  New O r l e a n s  o f f i c e ,  a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  

f i e r y ,  l i t t l e  f e l l o w  w i t h  whom we w o u l d  go o u t  and h a v e  a f e w  

d r i n k s  a t  p a r t i e s  somet imes .  E d w i n  a f t e r  a f e w  d r i n k s  w o u l d  

s t a r t  t a l k i n g  c a j u n ;  a n d  he  was v e r y  good. Anyway, I s t a y e d  

i n  New O r l e a n s  u n t i l  ' 3 8 ,  and  i n  t h e  S p r i n g  o f  ' 3 8 ,  I was 

n o t i f i e d  by M r .  C l a r k e ,  who was s t i l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h e a d  o f  t h e  

C e n t r a l  D i s t r i c t  t h a t  I ' d  been  a p p o i n t e d  as C h i e f  o f  t h e  S t .  

L o u i s  S t a t i o n .  T h a t  came, I must  say  as  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  s u r -

p r i s e s ;  and,  I guess  y o u ' d  say ,  a s h o c k  o r  w h a t - h a v e - y o u ,  b u t  

I was h i g h l y  p l e a s e d .  I wen t  t o  S t .  L o u i s  i n  May o r  e a r l y  

J u n e  o f  1938,  a n d  I was t h e r e  t h e n  u n t i l  ' 4 3 .  

Then t h e y  t r a n s f e r r e d  me t o  C h i c a g o  i n  1943.  I was v e r y  

unhappy  f r o m  a p u r e l y  p e r s o n a l  s t a n d p o i n t  a b o u t  t h e  t r a n s f e r .  

I p r o t e s t e d  f r o m  M r .  C a m p b e l l  on  down t o  e v e r y b o d y  who w o u l d  

l i s t e n  t o  me. F i n a l l y ,  I guess ,  I g o t  s o  o b n o x i o u s  t h a t  

C h a r l i e  Craw f o r d ,  my good  f r i e n d ,  came o u t  and h a d  a 



h e a r t - t o - h e a r t  t a l i  w i t h  me and s a i d ,  " T h i s  i s  j u s t  p a r t  o f  

t h e  game and  y o u ' v e  j u s t  g o t  t o  go a l o n g . "  T h a t  was t h e  end  

o f  t h a t .  Wh ich  I s h o u l d  o f  known f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  b u t  my 

o b j e c t i o n ,  a c t u a l l y ,  was t h a t  i t  was i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  

war ,  h o u s i n g  was v e r y  d i f f i c u l t ,  l i v i n g  was d i f f i c u l t  and 

t h a t  was d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  when t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a -  

t i o n  p e o p l e  were  s u f f e r i n g  d r e a d f u  l l y  f r o m  p o o r  s a l a r i e s .  A1 

t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  had begun  t o  move u p  and  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  

s a l a r i e s  had s t a y e d  p r e t t y  s t a t i c ,  b u t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I 

moved. B u t  anyway, we s u r v i v e d  t h a t ,  and  e v e n t u a l l y  we 

b o u g h t  a h o u s e  and g o t  a l o n g  a l l  r i g h t .  Then i n  ' 4 8 ,  (was i t  

' 4 8  when t h e y  b r o k e  up t h e  o l d  d i s t r i c t s ? )  I was s t i l l  i n  

C h i c a g o  a t  t h a t  t i m e  and we had s e e n  t h e  need o f  t h i s  b r e a k u p  

b a c k  when I was i n  S t .  L o u i s  and i n  C h i c a g o .  We a c t u a l l y  

t h o u g h t ,  w i t h  a l l  due r e s p e c t  t o  Jimmy C l a r k e  and h i s  s t a f f ,  

t h a t  i t  was a n  u n n e c e s s a r y  l e v e l  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h a t  we 

c o u l d  w o r k  more  e x p e d i t i o u s l y  and r e a l l y ,  we t h i n k ,  accomp-

l i s h  t h e  work  b e t t e r  b y  g o i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  W a s h i n g t o n .  A l o t  

o f  m a t e r i a l  came t h r o u g h  t h e  D i s t r i c t ,  and  t h e y  s i m p l y  were  a 

t r a n s m i t t a l  a g e n c y  t o  t h e  S t a t i o n .  

So, J immy C l a r k e  and h i s  s t a f f  l e f t  i n  ' 4 8  a n d  went  t o  

W a s h i n g t o n  and  t h e n  t h e  w h o l e  o p e r a t i o n  l e f t  i n  C h i c a g o  was 

u n d e r  t h e  C h i c a g o  d i s t r i c t  ( f o r m e r l y  " S t a t i o n " ) .  A f e w  of  

t h e  p e o p l e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  t a k e  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  w e r e  merged  i n t o  



t h e  C h i c a g o  o p e r a t i o n .  T h a t  wen t  a l o n g  u n t i l  ' 5 1 .  I g u e s s  

i n  a b o u t  e a r l y  ' 5 1 ,  my g r e a t ,  good f r i e n d ,  i d a l t  Simmons, my 

f i r s t  " b o s s "  as  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  o f  t h e  C h i c a g o  S t a t i o n ,  came 

t o  me and  c o n f i d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  been  a m e e t i n g  i n  Wash ing -  

t o n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  were  g o i n g  t o  s e l e c t  a new C o m m i s s i o n e r  

f o r  D r .  Dunnbar ,  who was g o i n g  t o  r e t i r e ,  and  he  t h o u g h t  I 

was u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  come t o  W a s h i n g t o n .  I d i d n ' t  know 

a b o u t  t h a t  b e c a u s e  I ' d  b e e n  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  o n  one o f  t h e s e  

l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  campaigns .  ( T h e y  send  y o u  down t h e r e  and  t r y  

y o u  o u t ,  y o u  know, f o r  a mon th  o f  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g . )  I d i d n ' t  

l i k e  i t ,  and I s u s p e c t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  l i k e  my work  any b e t t e r  

t h a n  I 1 i k e d  t h e  work.  And I l e t  i t  b e  known a t  t h a t  t i m e  I 

was down t h e r e  t h a t  my i n t e r e s t  r e a l l y  was i n  f i e l d  w o r k ;  

t h a t  I 1i k e d  t h e  f i e l d  s e r v i c e .  

FL :  Those  were  j o b s  w h e r e  p r o m i s i n g  y o u n g  men were  b r o u g h t  

i n  t o  work  w i t h  somebody a n s w e r i n g  i n q u i r i e s .  

MS:  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ;  u n d e r  M r .  W a t k i n s  and  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e  who 

were  o l d  t i m e  l e t t e r - w r i t e r s  t h e r e ,  y o u  know, a n d  y o u  w o r k e d  

u n d e r  them. I r e a l l y  j u s t  n e v e r  d i d  q u i t e  h a v e  t h e  f e e l  f o r  

t h a t .  So anyway,  i n  1951 ,  my good  f r i e n d ,  C h a r l i e  C r a w f o r d  

was made C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  w h i c h  p l e a s e d  me h i g h l y .  N o t  b e c a u s e  

I t h o u g h t  t h a t  I w o u l d  g e t  a n y t h i n g  o u t  o f  i t  f o r  C h a r l i e  

w a s n ' t  t h a t  k i n d  o f  a p e r s o n .  I was h i g h l y  p l e a s e d  o v e r  t h a t  

b e c a u s e  I j u s t  t h o u g h t  h e  was a g r e a t  p e r s o n .  



Then s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e y  announced  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  he 

announced  t h a t  he  was m a k i n g  some c h a n g e s .  Up t o  t h a t  t i m e  

t h e r e  were  f o u r  o f  u s  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  D i s t r i c t  who were  k i n d  

o f  a bunch  o f  w i l d  I n d i a n s .  T h e r e  was P r u i t t ,  head o f  t h e  

S t .  L o u i s  o f i i c e  ( h e  had s u c c e e d e d  me when I l e f t  t h e r e ) ,  

C h e s t e r  H u b b l e ,  who I ' d  had i n  s e a f o o d  s e r v i c e  and h a d  worked  

f o r  me a s  a n  i n s p e c t o r  i n  S t .  L o u i s  was t h e n  head  o f  t h e  

M i n n e a p o l i s  o f f i c e ;  K e n n e t h  M i l s t e a d ,  whom I ' d  had as  a 

c h e m i s t  i n  S t .  L o u i s  was t h e n  h e a d  o f  t h e  C i n c i n n a t i  s t a t i o n .  

And t h e  f o u r  o f  u s  were  k i n d  o f  a c o a l i t i o n  o f ,  " i n d e p e n d e n t  

o p e r a t o r s " .  We w e r e  a l w a y s  a f t e r  W a s h i n g t o n ,  n e e d l i n g  

W a s h i n g t o n  i n  d o i n g  t h i s  and  d o i n g  t h a t ,  and  I t h i n k  t h a t  

C h a r l i e  s e t  o u t  t o  k i n d  o f  b r e a k  up  t h a t  combine.  So, he 

t o o k  M i l s t e a d  and  me t o  W a s h i n g t o n .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e n ,  I 

was made an A s s o c i a t e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  a n d  K e n n e t h  was p u t  i n  

c h a r g e  o f  t h e  n e w l y  f o r m e d  D i v i s i o n  o f  L i t i g a t i o n .  K e n n e t h  

was b r i l l i a n t  and a c o m p l e t e  w o r k a h o l i c .  B u t  anyway,  my 

a p p o i n t m e n t  was a n o t h e r  g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  t o  me b u t  I remember 

when i t  was announced ,  t h e y  had a g e n e r a l  FDA m e e t i n g .  I 

d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  t h o s e  were  e v e r y  y e a r ,  F r e d ,  b u t  t h e y ' d  

h a v e  t h e  k e y  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  f i e l d  come i n t o  W a s h i n g t o n  f o r  a  

g e n e r a l  c o n f e r e n c e .  T h a t ' s  when C h a r l i e  announced  t h e  p e r -

s o n n e l  changes .  I s u c c e e d e d  Dr.  L. D. E l l i o t t ,  who r e t i r e d .  

Two o f  t h e  k e y  p e o p l e  u n d e r  h i m  w e r e  K e n n e t h  K i r k  a n d  R a l p h  

K n e e l a n d .  I d o n ' t  remember who was i n  t h e  d r u g  e n d  o f  t h e  



t h i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  I was a l w a y s  v e r y  g r a t e f u l ,  s t i l l  am, 

t h e  way Ken K i r k  r e a c t e d .  He t h o u g h t  h e  was g o i n g  t o  t a k e  

D r .  E l l i o t t ' s  j o b .  Ken was f i n e  and h e l p f u l  t o  me. R a l p h  

was good.  R a l p h  was n e v e r  q u i t e  w e l l - o r g a n i z e d .  R a l p h  h a d  a 

good  m ind ,  a good t h i n k e r ,  a n d  c o u l d  do some good t h i n g s  i f  

he  p u t  h i s  m i n d  t o  i t .  He w o r k e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  v e r y  

d i f f i c u l t  o f  s p e c i a l  d i e t a r y  f o o d s .  

C h a r l i e  r e o r g a n i z e d  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  o f f i c e .  J a c k  

H a r v e y  a l s o  was made an A s s o c i a t e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

G e o r g e  L a r r i c k  was t h e  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  and  J a c k  w a n t e d  t o  

b e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  w o r k ,  w h i c h  was u n d e r s t a n d -

a b l e .  I d i d  t o o .  B u t  I d i d n ' t  g e t  i t ,  J a c k  g o t  i t ,  w h i c h  

was f i n e .  I was g i v e n  t h e  j o b  o f  k i n d  o f  w o r k i n g  as an  

i n - b e t w e e n ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  O f f i c e  and t h e  t e c h -

n i c a l  o r  s c i e n t i f i c  d i v i s i o n s ,  who were  a l l  housed  i n  t h e  

S o u t h  A g r i c u l t u r e  B u i l d i n g .  So my b i g  j o b  was t o  d e a l  w i t h  

p e o p l e  l i k e  D r .  N e l s o n  and  Lehman and  v a r i o u s  ones o v e r  

t h e r e .  And I d o n ' t  remember  w h e t h e r  A1 H u n t e r  was r e t i r e d  

t h e n .  B u t  a t  any r a t e ,  w i t h  a l l  t h o s e  d i v i s i o n s ,  my j o b  was 

t o  work  as  k i n d  o f  l i a s o n  b e t w e e n  t h e m  and t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  

o f f i c e .  W e l l ,  some o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  Heads a c c e p t e d  me i n  good 

g r a c e  and some o f  t h e m  n e v e r  a d m i t t e d  I was t h e r e .  I f  t h e y  

h a d  a n y t h i n g  t o  b r i n g  o v e r  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  O f f i c e ,  t h e y  

b r o u g h t  i t  o v e r  t o  C h a r l i e  C r a w f o r d ,  and  d i d n ' t  f o o l  w i t h  me 

b u t  anyway,  I g o t  a l o n g  a l l  r i g h t ,  and  I l i k e d  a l l  t h e  

p e o p l e ,  and we g o t  a l o n g  f i n e ,  and  h a d  a good r e l a t i o n s h i p .  



When M r .  C r a w f o r d  r e t i r e d  I s t i l l  k e p t  t h e  t i t l e  o f  

A s s o c i a t e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  b u t  I became head  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  

w o r k .  

FL: I t h i n k  t h a t  was i n  1954 ,  w a s n ' t  i t ?  

M S :  Yes. A t  t h a t  t i m e  L a r r i c k  became C o m m i s s i o n e r  and  J a c k  

H a r v e y  became t h e  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  a n d  I t o o k  o v e r  t h e  

e n f o r c e m e n t  w o r k .  L a t e r  i t  was r e o r g a n i z e d  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  

B u r e a u  o f  E n f o r c e m e n t  and t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  L i t i g a t i o n  p l a c e d  

u n d e r  i t .  B e f o r e  i t  was j u s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  

O f f i c e .  

FL :  Would  t h a t  have been when M r .  C r a w f o r d  r e t i r e d ?  

MS: Yes, b e c a u s e  C h a r l i e  d i d n ' t  s t a y ,  I b e l i e v e ,  f o r  a b o u t  

t w o  y e a r s .  C h a r l i e  was j u s t  r e s t i v e .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  

C h a r l i e  e v e r  r e a l l y  l i k e d  t h e  j o b  o f  b e i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r .  

C h a r l i e  l i k e d  p e o p l e ,  . . . C h a r l i e  had a s h o r t  f u s e  w i t h  

p e o p l e  who gave h i m  p r o b l e m s ,  b u t  I f o u n d  C h a r l i e  e a s y  t o  

w o r k  w i t h .  He used  t o  h o l d  a m o r n i n g  m e e t i n g .  I d o n ' t  know 

w h a t  t i m e  we w e n t  t o  work  o f f i c i a l l y ,  n i n e  I t h i n k .  A b o u t  

e i g h t - t h i r t y  o r  so C h a r l i e  w o u l d  have an i n f o r m a l  m e e t i n g .  

T h i s  was t h e  way C h a r l i e  o p e r a t e d .  He w o u l d  n e v e r  s a y  

" y o u ' r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  be  t h e r e , "  he  s a i d ,  " I ' m  g o i n g  be  t h e r e  

i f  a n y  o f  y o u  w a n t  t o  be  t h e r e  and  t a l k ,  come on, a n d  w e ' l l  

h a v e  c o f f e e  and t a l k . "  And we d i d  t h a t ,  and  t h e y  were  v e r y  

u s e f u l  m e e t i n g s ;  j u s t  k i n d  o f  " s h o o t i n g  t h e  b r e e z e "  a r o u n d  

w h a t  h a d  happened  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e  and t h i n g s  we t h o u g h t  

C h a r l i e  o u g h t  t o  know a b o u t .  



W e l l ,  a t  any  r a t e ,  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  E n f o r c e m e n t  t h e n  r a n  

u n t i l  ' 6 1  o r  ' 6 2 .  And I t h i n k ,  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n  F r e d ,  (Iwas 

i n  d i f f e r e n t  u n i t s  o f  t h e  Food  and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r  a 

good many y e a r s  t h e r e ) ,  I t h o u g h t ,  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  E n f o r c e m e n t  

was t h e  b e s t  u n i t  I ' d  e v e r  w o r k e d  w i t h .  We had a l o t  o f  e x -

p e r i e n c e d  p e o p l e ,  a l o t  o f  good p e o p l e ,  a l o t  o f  d e d i c a t e d  

p e o p l e ,  p e o p l e  t h a t  come f r o m  t h e  f i e l d  and come up t h r o u g h  

W a s h i n g t o n .  O f  c o u r s e ,  mos t  o f  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  p e o p l e  w e r e  

a l l  f o r m e r  f i e l d  p e o p l e :  K i r k  and K n e e l a n d  and Y a k o w i t z  and  

a l l  o f  t h o s e  p e o p l e .  O ' K e e f e  came i n  t h e r e  a n d  N e v i s  Cook 

a n d  M i l s t e a d  who r a n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  L i t i g a t i o n ,  had 

Goldhammer and  some v a r i o u s  p e o p l e  w i t h  h im.  And we r a n  a 

t i g h t  s h i p .  We r a n  a good o u t f i t .  And, as a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  

I a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  t a i l  a l m o s t  began  t o  wag t h e  dog ,  

we g o t  so p r o m i n e n t  i n  o u r  o p e r a t i o n ,  and we b r o u g h t  some 

p r e t t y  good  c a s e s ,  and we g o t  a good d e a l  o f  p u b l i c i t y  on  i t ,  

a n d  we b r o u g h t  some c a s e s  a g a i n s t  some p e o p l e  t h a t  were  v e r y  

unhappy  w i t h  us ,  b u t ,  a t  a n y  r a t e ,  we g o t  a t t e n t i o n .  I ' v e  

a l w a y s  f e l t  t h a t  we g o t  so much a t t e n t i o n ,  t h a t  M r .  H a r v e y  

and  M r .  L a r r i c k  d e c i d e d  t h a t  i t  was t i m e  t o  c u t  us down t o  

s i z e .  So t h e y  a b o l i s h e d  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  E n f o r c e m e n t  and  s p r e a d  

t h e  t h i n g  o u t  t o ,  I guess ,  t h e  f i e l d  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  I d o n ' t  r e -

member j u s t  wha t  t h e y  d i d  do  w i t h  i t .  And, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I 

was p u t  i n  c h a r g e  o f  a l l  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n - m a k i n g  a c t i v i t y  and,  

M r .  L a r r i c k  i m m e d i a t e l y  a u t h o r i z e d  me t o  a p p r o v e ,  a d m i n i s -



t r a t i v e l y ,  new d r u g  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  I a l w a y s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  

r e a s o n  t h a t  G e o r g e  d i d  t h a t ,  t h a t  some o f  t h o s e  were  v e r y  

c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  and  he  w a s n ' t  s u r e  he  w a n t e d  h i s  name on hem. 

B u t  a t  any  r a t e ,  I d i d  do i t , and I d i d n ' t  m i n d  d o i n g  i t  a n d  

t h e r e  were  some v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n s .  I h a d  some good  

p e o p l e  h e l p i n g  me r e v i e w  t h e  new d r u g  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  n o t  in 

t e r m s  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  a s p e c t s  o r  t h e  r e a l  s c i e n t i f i c  a s p e c t s ,  

b u t  we l o o k e d  f o r  e r r o r s  i n  r e a s o n i n g  w h e r e  t h e y  h a d  maybe 

become s o  up t o  t h e i r  a l l i g a t o r s  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  

f o r g o t  t o  c o n s i d e r  a l l  t h e  a s p e c t s .  I h a d  J i m  C r i b b e t t  a n d  

t w o  o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h e r e  who a r e  r e a l  e x p e r t s  on  f i n d -

i n g  t h e s e  f l a w s  i n  t h e  r e a s o n i n g  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  p e o p l e .  So 

we c r e a t e d  some u n h a p p i n e s s  f o r  some o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  p e o p l e  on  

t h a t ,  b u t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  we s u r v i v e d  and  t h e y  s u r v i v e d .  

R e g u l a t i o n - m a k i n g  was one o f  t h e  t o u g h e s t  t h i n g s  I e v e r  

u n d e r t o o k .  As I s a y ,  I l e a r n e d  a l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  s u b j e c t  

b a c k  i n  t h e  s e a f o o d  s e r v i c e .  The w o r d s m i t h i n g  I guess ,  as  

C h a r l i e  C r a w f o r d  u s e d  t o  c a l l  i t ,  i s  a r e a l  s c  ence.  You 

h a v e  t o  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  w o r d  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  mean ng. 

M S :  So, I s t a y e d  i n  t h a t  j o b  and I b e l i e v e  I d i d  t h e  mos t  

weekend work  and  t h e  m o s t  n i g h t  w o r k ,  w o r k e d  t h e  l o n g e s t  

h o u r s  e x c e p t  n a y b e  when I was an i n s p e c t o r  t h a t  I ' d  e v e r  

worked.  I was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  s t a y  i n  t h a t  

work  f o r e v e r  and  f u r t h e r  I d i d n ' t  know w h a t  was g o i n g  t o  

h a p p e n  t o  Food  a n d  Drug.  I t h o u g h t  I c o u l d  s e e  some s i g n s  



t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  be  some changes  i n  F D A .  T h e  g e n e r a l  

a t m o s p h e r e  a r o u n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  and a r o u n d  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was c h a n g i n g .  I saw wha t  I t h o u g h t  w e r e  

p e o p l e  who r e a l l y  w e r e  n o t  t h e  r i g h t  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  r i g h t  

j o b s .  Some were  i n  some of  t h e  more  r e s p o n s i b l e  j o b s  a n d  I 

was t i r e d  o f  h a v i n g  t o  d e a l  w i t h  them. I f o u n d  i t  f r u s t r a t -

i n g ,  I f o u n d  I was n o t  g e t t i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h a t  I t h o u g h t  I 

s h o u l d  h a v e  h a d  f r o m  h i g h e r  up  i n  o r d e r  t o  do t h e  t h i n g s  t h e  

j o b  c a l l e d  f o r .  I f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d  w i t h  my w i f e ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  

t h a t  I g e t  o u t  e a r l y ;  and r e a l l y  I had no d e s i r e  t o  l e a v e  t h e  

Food and  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u t  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

t h a t  I saw b o t h  f r o m  w i t h i n  and w i t h o u t .  So I d e c i d e d  t o  g e t  

o u t  and t h e n  b e f o r e  I p u b l i c l y  made any move, L a r r i c k  and  

H a r v e y  "saw t h e  s t r a w s  i n  t h e  w i n d "  and  d e c i d e d  t o  r e t i r e .  

W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  someone s u g g e s t e d  t o  t h e m  t h a t  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  

be  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e m  t o  

r e t i r e  o r  w h e t h e r  o n  t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

So, i n  a n y  e v e n t ,  a f t e r  t h e y  announced  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  

g o i n g  t o  r e t i r e  i n  December o f  1 9 6 5 ,  I came i n  t o  a m o r n i n g  

s t a f f  m e e t i n g  a n d  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  I was g o i n g  t o  r e t i r e .  

W h i l e  t h a t  c r e a t e d  a l i t t l e  c o m m o t i o n  a r o u n d  t h e  p l a c e  I d i d  

r e t i r e  a t  t h e  end  o f  December i n  1965 .  I c l o s e d  my c a r e e r  

w i t h  FDA w i t h  some r e g r e t .  I h a d  h a d  some t u m u l t u o u s  t i m e s  

b u t  o v e r a l l  a v e r y  h a p p y  c a r e e r  - I c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  h a d  a b e t -

t e r  one anywhere ,  I g u e s s ,  I j u s t  l i k e d  i t  a l l  a n d  I b e l i e v e d  

i n  i t  and  i t  was v e r y  s a t i s f y i n g .  



W e l l ,  now t o  go back  and  e l a b o r a t e  somewhat on  my c a r e e r  

a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  o f f i c e s  and  d i f f e r e n t  j o b s .  I wen t  t o  

C h i c a g o  i n  O c t o b e r  o f  1930,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I knew n o t h i n g  a b o u t  

wha t  was g o i n g  on w i t h  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  

w h a t  was c a l T e d  f o r .  I had a C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  named W a l t e r  

Simmons who was a g r e a t  guy, v e r y  h e l p f u l ,  v e r y  u n d e r s t a n d -

i n g .  A l s o ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a b u n c h  o f  w h a t  I w o u l d ' v e  c a l l e d  " o l d  

t i m e r s "  t h a t  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  C h i c a g o  o f f i c e  a n d  J o h n n y  

S u l l i v a n ,  an o l d  t i m e  S t a t e  o f  I l l i n o i s  I n s p e c t o r ;  D r .  

A r t e m a s  Brown,  a p h y s i c a n  who had,  I b e l i e v e ,  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I o w a  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  and n e v e r  was q u i t e  

c e r t a i n  how k e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  j o b  h e  g o t  i n t o ;  a f i n e  o l d  

g e n t l e m a n  named W i l l i a m  H i l l y e r  and  W i l l i a m  H i l l y e r ' s  j o b  

p r i m a r i l y  was t o  c o l l e c t  b u t t e r  s a m p l e s  and  c h e e s e  s a m p l e s  as  

I remember ;  a l i t t l e  s k i n n y  f e l l o w  named Edmund Code, who had 

a p h a r m a c y  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  I u s e d  t o  do  some d r u g  work  w i t h  

E d d i e ;  a n d  I g u e s s  t h e r e  w e r e  some o t h e r s  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  now 

who t h e y  were  b u t  f o u n d  a l l  t h o s e  p e o p l e  m o s t  h e l p f u l  a n d  

l o r d  knows I needed  i t .  

F L :  A b o u t  how l a r g e  was t h e  s t a f f ,  t o t a l l y ,  a t  t h e  C h i c a g o  

S t a t i o n  when y o u  r e p o r t e d ?  

M S :  I w o u l d  guess ,  a s  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  as  a w h o l e ,  l e t  me 

t h i n k ,  t h e r e  was H a r r y  G a r r e t t  a n d  t h e n  I b e l i e v e  R u n k e l  was 

h i s  a s s i s t a n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  and  t h e n  we h a d  W a l t e r  Simmons a s  

t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r .  I e x p e c t ,  and  t h i s  i s  j u s t  r e a l l y  a 

w i l d  guess .  



F L :  Su re .  

M S :  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  guess maybe a t o t a 1  s t a f f  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

a n d  c l e r i c a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e o p l e  maybe t w e n t y - f  i v e .  And 

I t h i n k  i t  was a b o u t  maybe e i g h t  o r  t e n  c h e m i s t s ,  e i g h t  o r  

t e n  i n s p e c t o r s ,  and t h e  r e s t  c l e r i c a l  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e .  

A b o u t  t h a t  t i m e  W a l t e r  Simmons h a d  g o t t e n  i n t o  some o f  

t h e  w h a t  we c a l l e d  f r a u d  w o r k ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  

S h e r l e y  Admendment u n d e r  t h e  1 9 0 6  l a w .  He i m m e d i a t e l y  

s t a r t e d  me t o  work  as h i s  handyman o r  h e l p e r .  He w o u l d  g e t  

l e a d s  and  he  w o u l d  send me o u t  t o  d o  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  As a 

r e s u l t  o f  w o r k i n g  w i t h  W a l t e r  on  t h e  o l d  S h e r l e y  Admendment 

c a s e s  a n d  s p e n d i n g  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t i m e  on t h o s e  I d i d  a l o t  

o f  wo rk  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  b u t  I d i d n ' t  do  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  

amount  o f  work  i n  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  d i d ,  

b e c a u s e  I was o u t  d o i n g  t h i s  f r a u d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

FL :  The S h e r l e y  Admendment was t h e  s e c t i o n  t h a t  s a i d  t h a t  a 

d r u g  was m i s b r a n d e d  i f  i t s  l a b e l i n g  was f a l s e  and f r a u d u l e n t ?  

MS: F a l s e  and  f r a u d u l e n t .  And t h a t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  Supreme 

C o u r t  d e c i s i o n  back  i n  1910 ,  I g u e s s ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  heI d  t h a t  

t h e  m i s b r a n d i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  1 9 0 7  A c t  d i d  n o t  app l y  t o  

t h e r a p u t i c  c l a i m s ,  as I remember.  

FL :  I t h i n k  t h e  J o h n s o n  case.. .  

M S :  Yes, I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  A l l  r i g h t .  B u t  I d i d  a 

l o t  o f  o t h e r  t h i n g s  a r o u n d  C h i c a g o  a n d  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  s t a n d  

o u t  t h e  m o s t  were  I s a m p l e d  b u t t e r ,  we w o u l d  go i n t o  t h e s e  



c o l d  s t o r a g e  p l a c e s  and  work i n  v e r y  l o w  t e m p e r a t u r e s  f o r  

h o u r s  w i t h  c h e e s e  t r i e r s  and b u t t e r  t r i e r s  and s a m p l i n g  

c h e e s e  and  b u t t e r  and d r a w i n g  p l u g s  a n d  p u t t i n g  back  a  p l u g  

and a l l  t h a t  k i n d  o f  b u s i n e s s  

FL :  T h a t  s a m p l i n g  was f o r  mo i s t u r e ?  

MS: M o i s t u r e .  M o i s t u r e  and  f a t .  And we r o d e  s t r e e t  c a r s ,  

and  h e r e  y o u ' d  g e t  on  a s t r e e t  c a r  w i t h  a l l  t h i s  s a m p l i n g  

e q u i p m e n t  and  c a s e s  t o  c a r r y  samp les  i n  and  a l l  t h a t  and  r i d e  

t o  t h e  c o l d  s t o r a g e  houses  and work  a l l  d a y  and t h e n  y o u  were  

p e r m i t t e d ,  i f  y o u  h a d  a b i g  l o a d  o f  s a m p l e s ,  t o  h i r e  a t a x i  

c a b  t o  b r i n g  t h e m  home, t h a t  was one o f  t h e  g o o d i e s  t h a t  t h e y  

gave you.  B u t  I d i d  a l o t  o f  work o f  t h a t  k i n d .  I t h i n k  

p r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  a r d u o u s  work t h a t  I d i d  i n  C h i c a g o ,  t h a t  I 

remember d o i n g ,  was w o r k i n g  on  f r o z e n  f i s h .  C a r l o a d s  o f  

f r o z e n  f i s h  s h i p p e d  i n  t h e r e  f r o m  Canada. W o r k i n g  on  i t  f o r  

p a r a s i t e s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

F L :  T h a t  was T u l l i b e e s  and  W h i t e f i s h ?  

M S :  T u l l i b e e s  and  W h i t e f i s h .  We'd go  down t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  

y a r d s  and,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  t h e r e ' s  any  c o l d e r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  

w o r l d  t h e n  a r a i l r o a d  y a r d  i n  C h i c a g o  i n  t h e  w i n t e r t i m e ,  I 

d o n ' t  know w h e r e  i t  w o u l d  be, b u t  anyway w e ' d  go down t h e r e  

and  g e t  t h o s e  c a r s  opened u p  and g e t  i n  t h e r e  and b r e a k  t h e  

b i g  p a c k i n g  c a s e s  open  and t a k e  f i s h .  We b r o u g h t  t h e m  back  

t o  t h e  l a b  t o  c u t  them,  examine  them, b u t  i t  was c o l d ,  h a r d  

work .  So I g o t  my t a s t e  o f  t h a t .  I g o t  a good  d e a l  o f  t h a t .  



T h e r e  were  a good many a r e a s  o f  Food and D r u g  i n s p e c t i o n  

work t h a t  I n e v e r  d i d  g e t  i n t o  w h i l e  i n  Ch icago .  F o r  exam-

p l e ,  on  n e t  w e i g h t  work  and t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  s o r t ,  I r e a l l y  

d i d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  i n  Ch icago .  I was o n l y  t h e r e  f o r  t h a t  

s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  18 m o n t h s  o r  so, and t h e n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  

o f  a b o u t  ' 32 ,  t h e y  t o l d  me t h a t  I been  d e s i g n a t e d  t o  come t o  

W a s h i n g t o n  t o  a  f r a u d  s c h o o l .  T h e y ' d  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  

S h e r l e y  Admendment work  h a d  become s o  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e y  

w a n t e d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  on  i t .  They had G e o r g e  

L a r r i c k  s e t  up  wha t  he  c a l l e d  a f r a u d  s c h o o l .  

F L :  He was t h e  t h e n  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  o f  FDA? 

M S :  He was t h e n  t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r .  George d i d  a  g r e a t  j o b  

o n  i t . I a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  he s e t  t h a t  up  s o  i t  o p e r a t e d  

and went  v e r y  s m o o t h l y  and  we l e a r n e d  an a w f u l  l o t .  

I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  wha t  y o u  t o l d  me l a s t  e v e n i n g  a b o u t  

y o u r  p r e s e n t  t r a i n i n g  o f  g i v i n g  t h e  new i n s p e c t o r  some o r i e n -

t a t i o n  on  Supreme C o u r t  c a s e s  a n d  t h i n g s ,  p l u s  l a w s  o f  e v i -

dence  and  wha t  h a v e  you .  And t h a t ' s  what  we r e a l l y  d i d  

m o s t l y  on  t h a t  a t  t h e  f r a u d  s c h o o l .  I t  was e x t r e m e l y  i n t e r -

e s t i n g  and, as  I s a y ,  I t h o u g h t  a l o t  came o u t  o f  i t .  I 

d o n ' t  know who a l l  was t h e r e ,  G e o r g e  D a u g h t e r s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  

some c h i e f  i n s p e c t o r s  t h a t  were  a r ound, I b e l i e v e  Bob S t a n l e y  

was t h e r e ,  and I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  who t h e  o t h e r s  were,  r e a l l y .  

R i g h t  a t  t h e  t i m e  I was c a l l e d  t o  come down t h e r e ,  was a t i m e  

t h a t  my f u t u r e  w i f e  a n d  I h a d  d e c i  d e d  t o  g e t  m a r r i e d .  So, we 



had t o  c h a n g e  t h e  w e d d i n g  d a t e  and  g o t  m a r r i e d  ahead  o f  t i m e  

so she c o u l d  go w i t h  me t o  W a s h i n g t o n .  So, w h i l e  I was i n  

W a s h i n g t o n  a t  f r a u d  s c h o o l ,  I was a l s o  t h e r e  on  my honeymoon. 

So, i n  s p i t e  o f  t h a t ,  I l e a r n e d  an a w f u l  l o t  o u t  o f  t h a t  

s c h o o l  and  I l i k e d  i t  v e r y  much. O u t  o f  t h a t  s c h o o l  was my 

f i r s t  r e a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  C h a r l e s  C r a w f o r d  and  we e s t a b l i s h e d  a 

v e r y  c l o s e  and l a s t i n g  f r i e n d s h i p  t h e r e .  

FL :  How l o n g  d i d  t h e  s c h o o l  l a s t ?  

M S :  W e l l ,  i t  l a s t e d  n e a r l y  a  month ,  I t h i n k ,  F red .  I 'll 

t e l l  y o u ,  l e t  me see,  o r  maybe t h r e e  weeks. 1 g o t  m a r r i e d  

J u n e  t h e  l l t h ,  and  we p r o c e e d e d  f o r t h w i t h  t o  W a s h i n g t o n ,  and 

I t h i n k  I had t o  - no i t  mus t  o f  been  a b o u t  t w o  weeks,  b e -

c a u s e  I g o t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  on a b o u t  t h e  1 3 t h  and s c h o o l  

s t a r t e d  t h a t  day ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  and t h e n  I remember I 

went  back  and r e p o r t e d  back  t o  S t .  L o u i s ,  and t h a t  was p a r t  

o f  my t r a n s f e r .  I went  f r o m  C h i c a g o  t o  t h e  f r a u d  s c h o o l ;  

i n s t e a d  o f  g o i n g  back  t o  C h i c a g o  and  r e p o r t i n g  b a c k  t h e r e ,  I 

r e p o r t e d  f o r  d u t y  a t  S t .  L o u i s .  I g o t  i n t o  S t .  L o u i s  on  t h e  

F o u r t h  o f  J u l y ,  so t h a t  was maybe t h r e e  weeks. 

F L :  Was i t  o n l y  FDA p e o p l e  as  i n s t r u c t o r s  o r  d i d  t h e y  h a v e  

p e o p l e  f r o m  o u t s i d e  t h e  a g e n c y ?  

MS: They  m i g h t  h a v e  h a d  someone f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t -  

i c e ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l s  O f f i c e ,  b u t  p r i m a r i l y  

Food a n d  D r u g  p e o p l e .  I d o n ' t  remember  any.  ..Iw o u l d  g u e s s  

t h e r e  m i g h t  h a v e  been  someone f r o m  J u s t i c e  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  



remember,  F r e d .  I w i s h  I h a d  t h e  r o s t e r  and t h e  p r o g r a m  o n  

t h a t  b e c a u s e  I f o u n d  i t  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Anyway. I r e p o r t e d  

back  t o  S t .  1-ouis  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Now, as t o  what  I d i d  i n  S t .  L o u i s ,  E r n i e  S m i t h ,  a s  I 

s a i d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  was t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f  t h e r e  t h e n .  E r n i e  

was a f i n e  guy. E r n i e  d i e d ,  I g u e s s ,  w h i l e  I was t h e r e ,  a n d  

t h e n  A u s t i n  Lowe came f r o m  New Y o r k  as  t h e  S t a t i o n  C h i e f  

w h i l e  I was t h e r e .  Anyway one o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  I c o n t i n u e d ,  t h e y  h a d  a l r e a d y  a r r i v e d  a t  some c a s e s  

t h e y  w a n t e d  i n v e s t i g a t e d  o n  f r a u d  work  and  I worked  f r o m  S t .  

L o u i s .  I w o r k e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s .  I w o r k e d  some i n  t h e  

Kansas  C i t y  a r e a  and  maybe New O r l e a n s ,  I d o n ' t  know, I k i n d  

o f  f r e e - w h e e l e d  a r o u n d  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s .  

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  I g o t  i n t o  i n  S t .  L o u i s  was 

a p p l e  work  i a  t h e  O z a r k s  and  t h a t  was q u i t e  an  e x p e r i e n c e .  

I t  was i n  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n ,  and  t h e  p r o b l e m  i n  

t h e  O z a r k s  had been c r e a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  - t h e r e  was a  s p r a y  

r e s i d u e  p r o b l e m  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by  t h e  c o d l i n g  

moth .  The c o d l i n g  mo th  h a d  i n v a d e d  t h e  o r c h a r d s  o f  N o r t h w e s t  

A r k a n s a s  and  maybe o t h e r  a r e a s ,  M i s s o u r i  and A r k a n s a s  a n d  

t h i s  w h o l e  O z a r k  a r e a ,  and  l i t e r a l l y  d e v a s t a t e d  t h e  a p p l e  

c r o p s .  I n  a  d e s p e r a t e  a t t e m p t  t o  s a v e  t h e i r  c r o p s  and  s a v e  

t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  o r c h a r d i s t / g r o w e r s  s p r a y e d  w i t h  c a l c i u m  

a r s e n a t e ,  and  t h e y  s p r a y e d ,  some o f  t h e  a p p l e s  were  l i t e r a l l y  

w h i t e w a s h e d  w i t h  c a l c i u m  a r s e n a t e .  



F L :  Was i t  c a l c i u n  o r  l e a d  a r s e n a t e ?  

M S :  Huh? 

F L :  C a l c i u m  o r  l e a d  a r s e n a t e ?  

M S :  Oh, i t  was l e a d ,  I guess ,  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  L e a d  i s  

r i g h t .  C a l c i u m  came l a t e r  as a c o t t o n  d u s t  o n  b o l l  w e e v i l .  

Yes, i t  was l e a d .  I t h o u g h t  o f  t h a t  a g o o d  d e a l ,  F r e d ,  how 

we came down h e r e .  We s e t  up  t e m p o r a r y  l a b o r a t o r i e s  and  Sam 

A l f e n d ,  my good  f r i e n d  who wen t  o n  t o  D e n v e r ,  Kansas C i t y  and  

o t h e r  p l a c e s  l a t e r .  Sam s e t  up  a l a b o r a t o r y  down h e r e  and we 

had a i n s p e c t o r  who was named J e s s e  P i t t s  who had a v a n  h e  

d r o v e  a n d  b r o u g h t  a l l  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  down and  Sam a l w a y s  g o t  

v e r y  u n h a p p y  w i t h  Gesse b e c a u s e  J e s s e  d r o v e  l i k e  a w i l d  man 

o v e r  some o f  t h e s e  t h e n  unpaved  r o a d s  a n d  he  d g e t  t h e  e q u i p -  

ment  down t o  w h e r e v e r  i t  was g o i n g ,  F a y e t t e v  11e o r  w h e r e v e r  

t h e y  w e r e  s e t t i n g  up  a l a b o r a t o r y ,  Sam w o u l d  unpack  i t  and 

f i n d  a b o u t  h a l f  o f  i t  had been  b r o k e n  b y  J e s  e. 

T h e n  we s e t  up  t h e s e  t r u c k s t o p s  a n d  I ' v e  t h o u g h t  o f  how 

t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  n o t  w o r k e d  f i v e  m i n u t e s  i n  t o d a y ' s  w o r l d .  On 

t h e  s t a t e  l i n e s  we s e t  up t r u c k  s t o p s  a n d  s t o p p e d  t h e  a p p l e  

t r u c k s ,  n i g h t  a n d  day ,  as t h e y  came t h r o u g h ,  and s a m p l e d  

t h e i r  a p p l e s .  They j u s t  a g r e e d  t o  i t ,  j u s t  s u b m i t t e d ,  I 

guess  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e y  had t o ,  w h i c h  o f  c o u r s e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  

b u t  t h e y  d i d .  Then  we w o u l d  r u s h  t h o s e  s a m p l e s  t o  t h e  tem-

p o r a r y  l a b o r a t o r y .  A g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  a p p l e  s h i p m e n t s  wen t  

t o  K a n s a s  C i t y  a n d  t o  T u l s a  and S h r e v e p o r t  and  a f e w  p l a c e s .  



We h a d  s e t u p s  w i t h  t h e  c i t y  i n s p e c t o r s ,  where  we w o u l d  say  

embargo s u c h  a n d  s u c h  a l o t .  B u t  i t  g o t  p r e t t y  r o u g h  h e r e  

b e f o r e  we g o t  t h r o u g h  t h a t  w h o l e  b u s i n e s s .  I remember  v e r y  

w e l l  one  t i m e ,  a c o m p l e t e l y  f r u s t r a t e d  and d e s p e r a t e  a p p l e  

g r o w e r / f a r m e r  whom I s t o p p e d  on t h e  O k l a h o m a / A r k a n s a s  l i n e  

one n i g h t .  He c l i m b e d  o u t  o f  t h e  t r u c k  w i t h  a S t i l l s o n  

w r e n c h  and was g o i n g  t o  work  me o v e r  and some o f  h i s  b u d d i e s  

r e s t r a i n e d  h i m  a n d  n o t h i n g  happened.  O t h e r w i s e  I m i g h t  h a v e  

r e a l l y  been  b e a t e n  up. It was a sad s i t u a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a p p l e  

g r o w e r s .  T h i s  made i t  more  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  us. 

F L :  D i d  t h e y  do  a n y t h i n g ,  d i d  t h e y  have  any  means o f  

remov ing . .  .? 

MS:  Yes, t h a t  was t h e  o n l y  s a l v a t i o n  and, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  

l i t t l e  g r o w e r s  h a d  no f a c i l i t i e s .  L a r g e  g r o w e r s  d i d  h a v e  

w a s h i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  They  w o u l d  p u t  h y d r o c h l o r i c  a c i d  i n  t h e  

wash w a t e r  a n d  r u n  t h e  a p p l e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  washer  a n d  some o f  

t h e m  d i d  a p r e t t y  good  j o b .  

FL: B u t  t h e  f i r s t  e a r l y  y e a r s  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have  t h a t  s y s t e m ?  

MS:  No, n o t  i n  t h e  O z a r k s .  I had f o r g o t t e n  s o m e t h i n g  I 

s h o u l d  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r .  My f i r s t  e x p e r i e n c e  on a p p l e  

work  was i n  C h i c a g o  where  we worked  i n  M i c h i g a n ,  an  a l t o g e t h -

e r  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n ,  b i g  g r o w e r s .  We had a r o a d  s t o p  a t  

t h e  s t a t e  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  up  t h e r e ,  where  t h e  s t a t e  t r o o p e r s  

w o u l d  h e l p  u s  s t o p  t h e  t r u c k s ,  t h e n  a l l  t h e  a p p l e s  w e n t  i n t o  

C h i c a g o  where  i t  was e a s y  t o  g e t  h o l d  o f  them. B u t  anyway, 



i t  was q u i t e  an  e x p e r i e n c e  h e r e  i n  t h e  O z a r k s ,  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  

t h a t .  T h a t ' s  wha t  I d i d ,  and t h e n  c a n n e r y  work .  We g o t  i n t o  

some c a n n e r y  work  h e r e .  The g r o w e r s  were  p r o d u c i n g  t o m a t o e s  

t h a t  went  i n t o  c a n n e d  t o m a t o e s .  I guess  we were  d o i n g  t h e  

v i n e g a r  f l y  l a r v a e  t e s t  t h e n  and some o f  t h e  b o y s  f r o m  t h e  

m i c r o - l a b  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  came o u t  and  worked  w i t h  u s  on  t h a t .  

The l a r v a e  came f r o m  c r a c k e d ,  decomposed t o m a t o e s  u s e d  i n  t h e  

c a n n i n g .  

FL :  And, o f  c o u r s e ,  mo ld .  

MS: M o l d  i n  k e t c h u p ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a n y  k e t c h u p  

down t h e r e .  M o l d  on t h e  t o m a t o e s  and w a t e r  i n  t o m a t o e s .  

Some o f  t h e m  w o u l d  j u s t  r u n  t h e  h o s e  t o  t h e  c a n s  and  r u n  

w a t e r  i n  them. T h e r e  was a r e a l  need f o r  t h e  McNary-Mapes 

Amendment a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

FL :  T h a t  came a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

MS: No, i t  was e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h a t .  I t h i n k  McNary-Mapes m u s t  

h a v e  been a r o u n d  a b o u t  1930 .  

FL :  I t h i n k  ' 3 0 ,  ' 3 1  somewhere a l o n g  i n  t h e r e .  T h a t  was o n  

t h e  f i l l  o f  c o n t a i n e r  f o r  canned  f o o d ,  and o t h e r  q u a l i t y  

f a c t o r s .  T h a t  was r e a l l y  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  i n d u s t r y  w a s n ' t  

i t ?  

MS: The N a t i o n a l  Canner  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I t h i n k ,  had a b i g  p a r t  

i n  g e t t i n g  i t  t h r o u g h .  

FL:  To r e s t r a i n  some u n r e s t r a i n e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h e r e .  

M S :  We d i d  some n e t  w e i g h t  work.  I remember t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  



E r n i e  S m i t h  s e n t  me o u t  t o  a w a r e h o u s e  i n  S t .  L o u i s  t o  do 

some n e t  w e i g h t  o n  c a n s  o f  b l a c k  p e p p e r .  I t  was t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e  I ' d  e v e r  done  i t  i n  s p i t e  o f  my work  i n  C h i c a g o ,  t h a t  

was t h e  f i r s t  n e t  w e i g h t  work I ' d  e v e r  done.  I was s c a r e d  t o  

d e a t h  I w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  do  i t  r i g h t .  

FL: D i d  y o u  h a v e  t h e  G u r l e y  B a l a n c e  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ?  

MS : Had t h e  o l d  G u r l e y  B a l a n c e  w h i c h  was a r e a l  p i e c e  o f  

mach i n e r y .  I c a r r i e d  t h a t  l i t t l e  wooden c a s e  a r o u n d  w i t h  

t h a t  G u r l e y  B a l a n c e  i n  i t .  I w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  

d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  on  m a k i n g  s p e e c h e s  and  g i v i n g  e x a m p l e s  o f  

t h e  need  f o r  a new l a w .  So, I d i d  some o f  t h e  e a r l y  p u b l i c  

r e l a t i o n s  work .  

FL: T h a t  was p r o m o t i n g  and  s h o w i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e  new l a w  

t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  1 9 0 6  A c t .  

M S :  Yes, d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  need  f o r  new l e g i s l a t i o n .  

FL: D i d  y o u  us e  t h o s e  b i g  p l a c a r d s  o f  t h e  Chamber o f  

H o r r o r s ?  

MS:  Yes, I t h i n k  we d i d .  

FL: B e f o r e  we l e a v e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l  r p e r i o d ,  c o u l d  we t a l k  a 

l i t t l e  more  a b o u t  t h e  f r a u d  w o r k ?  J u s t  how d i d  y o u  go a b o u t  

t h i s ?  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  when y o u  were  w o r k i n g  o n  a f r a u d  

c a s e  y o u  went  o u t  o f  y o u r  own s t a t  o n  a r e a  a n d  j u s t  p u r s u e d  

t h e  m a t t e r  w h e r e v e r  i t  t o o k  y o u ?  

MS: W e l l ,  t h e r e  were... F r e d ,  l e t  me d i g r e s s  f r o m  t h a t  f o r  

a moment a n d  l e t  me go back .  When I was i n  S t .  L o u i s  o n  t h a t  



f i r s t  a s s i g n m e n t ,  f r o m  ' 3 2  t o  ' 3 4 ,  I s p e n t  a l o t  o f  t i m e  i n  

Memphis and  i t  a m o u n t e d  t o  a R e s i d e n t  I n s p e c t o r  i n  Memphis .  

I w o r k e d  o u t  o f  S t .  L o u i s ,  I was on p e r  d i e m  i n  Memphis and  I 

s p e n t  a l o t  o f  t i m e  w o r k i n g  t h a t  a r e a .  I made s u r v e y s  o f  

w h o l e s a l e  d r u g  h o u s e s  a n d  t h e r e  was a f r a u d  c a s e  t h e r e .  I ' v e  

f o r g o t t e n  w h a t  t h a t  c a s e  was, I s p e n t  a l o t  o f  t i m e  i n v e s t i -  

g a t i n g  i t . 

Then  I wan t  t o  m e n t i o n ,  I t h i n k ,  one o f  t h e  o t h e r  r e a l l y  

w o r s t  j o b s  I e v e r  g o t  i n t o ,  and  I ' m  s u r p r i s e d  i t  d i d n ' t  e v e n -

t u a l l y  k i l l  me, was s a m p l i n g  t h e  l a r g e  d rums ,  I d o n ' t  know 

w h a t  s i z e  t h e y  were ,  o f  c a l c i u m  a r s e n a t e .  T h i s  was p a r t  o f  

o u r  work  o n  t h e  I n s e c t i c i d e  Law, y o u  know, w h i c h  we h a d  a t  

t h a t  t i m e .  I w o u l d  h a v e  t o  go i n t o  t h e s e  b i g  w a r e h o u s e s  w i t h  

s h e e t  i r o n  r o o f s ,  s h e e t  i r o n  s i d e s ,  t e m p e r a t u r e s  u p  t o  a 

100+0 i n  t h o s e  w a r e h o u s e s .  I ' d  c l i m b  i n  on  t o p  o f  a  s t a c k  o f  

d rums,  open  u p  t h a t  c a l c i u m  a r s e n a t e ,  I d o n ' t  know how much 

o f  i t  I b r e a t h e d  i n t o  my s y s t e m ,  and  t a k e  s a m p l e s  o f  c a l c i u m  

a r s e n a t e .  I remember  t h a t  b e i n g  one  o f  t h e  m o s t  h o r r e n d o u s  

j o b s  I e v e r  d i d .  

FL :  T h a t  I n s e c t i c i d e  Law was t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  

i n s e c t i c i d e  t h a t  was s o l d  t o  t h e  f a r m e r s  was up t o  f u l l  

s t r e n g t h ?  

MS: R i g h t ,  p r e c i s e l y .  Had n o t h i n g  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  

f o r  u s e  o r  d a n g e r ,  t o x i c i t y .  I t  was p u r e l y  a m a t t e r  o f  

i n s u r i n g  t h a t  i t  was t h e  s t r e n g t h  t h a t  i t  was s u p p o s e d  t o  be. 



B u t  now g e t t i n g  back  t o  t h e  f r a u d  work .  d h a t  h a p p e n e d  

was, I ' d  g e t  on  t o  a  c a s e  and  t h e  l e a d s  w o u l d  t a k e  me i n  t o  

d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  b o t h  i n  and  o u t  o f  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  t e r r i t o r y .  

I remember  I w e n t  t o  Ok lahoma C i t y  once ,  on  a c a s e  t h e r e  t h a t  

I ' d  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  somewhere  t h a t  I ' d  h e l p e d  d e v e l o p  t o  

w h e r e  i t  was t r i e d  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  t h e r e .  B u t  anyway,  

m o s t  o f  my f r a u d  w o r k ,  I g u e s s  y o u  c o u l d  s a y  was i n  C h i c a g o .  

One o f  t h e  c a s e s  I h a d  t h e r e  was...an o l d  b o y  p u t  o u t  a p r o -

d u c t  c a l l e d  M.G.C. He g o t  c a u g h t ,  he g o t  c u r e d ,  t h e  g o n o r r -

hea  t r e a t m e n t . .  I s p e n t  a  l o t  o f  t i m e  on  t h a t  damn t h i n g .  

A l s o  w o r k e d  a l o t  w i t h  W a l t  Simmons on  t h e  C h e r o k e e  Remedy 

c a s e  and  o t h e r s .  

Y o u ' d  g e t  i n t o  t h e s e  f r a u d  c a s e s ,  y o u ' d  t a k e  t e s t i m o n -

i a l s  t h a t  had  b e e n  w r i t t e n .  You h a d  t o  s t a r t  w i t h  some k i n d  

o f  a  l e a d .  .. These  t h i n g s  w o u l d  j u s t  mushroom. Once y o u ' d  

g e t  a  l e a d ,  t h e n  y o u ' d  t a k e  t h a t  l e a d  and i t  w o u l d  g e n e r a l l y  

l e a d  y o u  t o  a n o t h e r  l e a d ,  j u s t  go o n  and on  f r o m  t h e r e .  

FL:  I d e n t i f y  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  t h e  t e s t i m o n i a l s  and t h e n  t a l k  t o  

t h e m  w h e t h e r  t h e y  r e a l l y  h a d  w r i t t e n  t h e  t e s t i m o n i a l s ?  

M S :  Yes, y o u  w o u l d  t a l k  t o  t h e m  a n d  s e e  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t a k -

i n g  i t  f o r  and how t h e y  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  i t ,  w h e t h e r  a d o c t o r  

h a d  d i a g n o s e d  t h e i r  c a s e  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t ,  e t c .  

O f  c o u r s e ,  s o m e t i m e s  y o u ' d  w a n t  t o  g e t  s a m p l e s  o f  a  s h i p m e n t  

t h a t  h a d  j u s t  come t o  them. Many o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  c a n -

c e r  cases .  I remember ,  i t  was t h e  K o c h  C a n c e r  Case, I g u e s s ,  



I remember  i i t e r v i e w i n g  some p o o r  o l d  f e l l o w  t h a t  1 i v e d  un-

d e r  p o v e r t y  c o n d i t i o n s  and  t h e  w h o l e  s i d e  o f  h i s  f a c e  and  

n o s e  were  e a t e n  away w i t h  c a n c e r  and  i t  was j u s t  e x p o s e d  and 

l o o k e d  t e r r i b l e .  I remember t h i s  o l d  b o y  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  t h e  

r e a s o n  t h e  m e d i c i n e  h a d n ' t  h e l p e d  me was t h a t  wha t  I n e e d  i s  

a g o o d  woman t o  p u l l  a l l  t h e  p o i s o n  o u t  o f  me." 

F L :  Oh, boy .  

MS:  I a l w a y s  remember t h a t ,  i t  was a h o r r i b l e  t h i n g  t o  see. 

Somet imes  a t e s t i m o n i a l  w r i t e r  c o u l d  t e l l  y o u  a b o u t  a n o t h e r  

p e r s o n  and  y o u ' d  t r y  t o  f i n d  o u t  how t h e y  happened  t o  w r i t e  

t h e  t e s t i m o n i a l .  Who w r o t e  t h e  t e s t i m o n i a l ?  D i d  t h e y  w r i t e  

i t  o r  d i d  somebody e l s e  w r i t e  i t ?  D i d  t h e y  s i g n  i t ?  D i d  

t h e y  b e l i e v e  w h a t  i t  s a i d ?  And a l l  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  And f o r  t h e  

mos t  p a r t ,  F r e d ,  t h o s e  p e o p l e  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  

was c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  m e d i c i n e  h a d n ' t  h e l p e d  them, 

t h e y  s t i l l  b e l i e v e d  i n  i t .  They b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i t  was g o i n g  

t o  e v e n t u a l l y  h e l p  them. 

I n  C h i c a g o ,  when I was w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  f r a u d  c a s e  t h e r e  

y o u  f i g u r e d  o u t  a l l  k i n d s  o f  app roaches .  W a l t e r  Simmons was 

a v e r y  i n g e n i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l .  W a l t e r  c o u l d  f i g u r e  o u t  a l l  

k i n d s  o f  ways o f  d o i n g  t h i n g s ,  and he  u s e d  t o  w o r r y  me w i t h  

some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  he  d i d .  W e l l ,  I remember we went  t o  

an  i n t e r v i e w  t o g e t h e r ,  and I d o n ' t  know how we happened  t o  do 

i t  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  wen t  t o  i n t e r v i e w  some f e l l o w  a b o u t  some-

t h i n g  d e a l i n g  w i t h  some p r o p r i e t a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  one o f  t h e  



f r a u d  c a s e s .  T h i s  f e l l o w  b rough t  o u t  a bunch of p r e t t y  s i g -

n i f i c a n t  l e t t e r s  a n d  f i l e s  and t h i n g s  t h a t  Wa l t e r  t h o u g h t  

were  t o o  good t o  be t r u e .  The man went o u t  of t h e  room and 

W a l t e r  g r abbed  t h r e e  or f o u r  of t h o s e  good ones  a n d  shoved  

them u p  h i s  c o a t  s l e e v e ,  and we walked o u t  w i th  them. I t  

s c a r e d  t h e  d a y l i g h t s  ou t  o f  me, I  f i g u r e d  t h a t  t h e y  were  

g o i n g  t o  c a t c h  Wal t e r  and c a t c h  me w i t h  him. W a l t e r  would go 

t o  a l m o s t ,  no t  any end,  b u t  h e ' d  go t o  g r e a t  ends  t o  a c h i e v e  

t h e  p u r p o s e s  of t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

O u t  of  t h a t ,  I t h i n k ,  you l e a r n  a t remendous  a m o u n t  

a b o u t  human n a t u r e .  I r eached  a p o i n t ,  and my w i f e  used t o  

k i d  me a b o u t  i t  and s a y ,  t h a t  my problem was t h a t  I had 

d e a l t  w i t h  s o  many peop le  t h a t  were  c r o o k s  t h a t  I was s u s -

p i c i o u s  of everybody .  Of c o u r s e ,  what we s e t  o u t  t o  do we 

l e a r n e d  i n  t h e  c o u r t  c a s e s  and o p i n i o n s  and what-have-you 

t h a t  you d i d n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have t o  p rove  a f r a u d u l e n t  s t a t e  

o f  mind on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  m e d i c i n e ,  on h i s  a c t i v i t y  on i t .  

I f  you c o u l d  s h o w  t h a t  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  who was promot ing  t h i s  

m e d i c i n e  had a f r a u d u l e n t  s t a t e  of mind a b o u t  o t h e r  t h i n g s  

g e n e r a l l y ,  o r  o t h e r  t h i n g s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e n  by a s s o c i a t i o n  

you c o u l d  assume i f  he were a c rook  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i t  f o l l o w s  

t h a t  you c o u l d  e x p e c t  he would be a c rook  i n  t h e  m e d i c i n e  

a r e a .  We worked a l o t  on t h a t ,  showing t h e i r  c o n d u c t  and 

a c t i v i t i e s  no t  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  m e d i c i n e  we were  

l o o k i n g  i n t o .  



F L :  So y o u  had t o  r e a l l y  do a  f u l l - f l e d g e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  c o n d u c t ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  b a c k g r o u n d... 
M S :  C o n d u c t ,  c h a r a c t e r  e x a c t l y .  And i t ' s  amaz i n g  how many 

o f  t h e m  we f o u n d  t h a t  were  " t i p p y - t o e i n g "  o r  d o i n g  t h i s  o r  

d o i n g  t h a t  r e f l e c t i n g  q u e s t i o n a b l e  c o n d u c t .  I t  was r e a l l y  

f a n t a s t i c  t h e  way y o u ' d  g e t  i n  t h o s e  t h i n g s  and  ,y o u ' d  f e e l  

l i k e ,  we1 , ' l i k e  y o u ' d  made a t o u c h d o w n  o r  f i e l d  g o a l  o r  

s o m e t h i n g  when y o u ' d  h i t  a r e a l  j u i c y  b i t  o f  s o m e t h i n g .  Then 

w e ' d  come b a c k  and  y o u ' d  t r y  t o  w r i t e  t h a t  up. We d i d n ' t  

t a k e  n o t e  when we w e r e  i n t e r v i e w i n g  p e o p l e  b e c a u s e  y o u ' d  

s  ca e  p e o p l e .  D i d n ' t  t a k e  n o t e s  a t  t h e  moment, b u t  t h e  m i n -  

U t e  y o u  g o t  b a c k  (we d i d n ' t  have  d i c t a t i n g  m a c h i n e s ) ,  w e ' d  

s i t  down and  w r i t e  down what  had happened.  One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  

I d  d  i n  C h i c a g o  i n v o l v e d  a  f e l l o w  on t h e  West s i d e  o f  

C h i c a g o  and I c o u l d n ' t  seem t o  g e t  a  r e a l  good  l e a d  on h im.  

He had an o f f i c e  i n  a n  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  t h e r e ,  j u s t  a d o o r  

w i t h  a name o n  i t ,  and  I d i d n ' t  d a r e  go i n  t h e  d o o r .  I f i n -

a l l y  g o t  h o l d  o f  t h e  j a n i t o r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  and  I made 

f r i e n d s  w i t h  t h e  j a n i t o r  and I o f f e r e d  t o  b u y  t h e  w a s t e p a p e r  

f r o m  t h i s  f e l l o w ' s  o f f i c e ,  w h i c h  I d i d .  I d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  

f u n d s  t o  do t h a t  w i t h .  The Food and  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  g i v e n  me any  money t o  do  t h a t .  M r .  L i n t o n  

w o u l d  have  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  e t h i c a l ,  y o u  c a n ' t  d o  

t h a t . "  So wha t  I d i d ,  F r e d ,  ( I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  s t o l e  a n y  

money f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t )  I w o u l d  s o m e t i m e s  make l i t t l e  



I e n t r i e s  i n  my expense  a c c o u n t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  c o v e r  wha t  

was d o i n g .  I s p e n t  s e v e r a l  d o l l a r s  b u y i n g  w a s t e  p a p e r  f r o m  

t h i s  j a n i t o r ,  and I r e t r i e v e d  my money b y  p u t t i n g  i n  c a r  

f a r e s  and  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  t o  c o v e r  i t .  I t h i n k  I t o l d  G e o r g e  

L a r r i c k  a b o u t  i t  one t i m e .  G e o r g e  s a i d ,  " D o n ' t  e v e r  t e l l  me 

a b o u t  t h o s e  t h i n g s . "  

F L :  P r o b a b l y  he  had done  i t  t o o .  

MS : He d i d n ' t  want  t o  know a b o u t  i t .  So anyway, i t  was 

rea l l y  amaz ing ,  how y o u ' d  s p e n d  a g o o d  d e a l  o f  t i m e  s e a r c h i n g  

o u t  l e a d s ,  somet imes  s u c c e s s f u l ,  b u t  a g r e a t  many t i m e s  i t  

w o u l d  j u s t  s u d d e n l y  l a y  o u t  as k i n d  o f  a  p a t t e r n ,  k i n d  o f  a 

j i g - s a w  p u z z l e  t h a t  y o u  c o u l d  f i l l  i n .  

I g o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  one  c a s e  t h e r e  i n v o l v e d  a t e a m s t e r  

u n i o n  f e l l o w .  I t h o u g h t  h e  was a g a n g s t e r  i n  C h i c a g o .  I ' v e  

f o r g o t t e n  h i s  name. He was p r e t t y  p r o m i n e n t  i n  t h e  p a p e r s .  

He was u s i n g  t h i s  l i t t l e  p a t e n t  m e d i c i n e  company; a n d  I d o n ' t  

remember t h e  name o f  i t ,  I know i t  was down on S o u t h  Wabash 

i n  C h i c a g o  and he was u s i n g  i t  as  a f r o n t .  We d i d n ' t  know 

t h a t  u n t i l  I g o t  i n t o  i t . I was a s s i g n e d  t h e  j o b  o f  i n v e s -

t i g a t i n g  t h a t  o u t f i t ;  a n d  I began  t o  d i s c o v e r  ( o f  c o u r s e  i t  

was a l l  s t r e e t c a r  r i d i n g ) ,  I b e g a n  t o  d i s c o v e r  when I w o u l d  

go somewhere and  g e t  o n  a s t r e e t c a r  t o  go b a c k  t o  t h e  o f f i c e ,  

somebody i n  a  c a r  was f o l l o w i n g  t h a t  s t r e e t c a r .  They  w e r e  

t a i l i n g  me a n d  I l e a r n e d  t h a t  s o m e t i m e  l a t e r .  I d o n ' t  know 

how l o n g  t h e y  had been  d o i n g  i t ,  when I d i s c o v e r e d  t h e y  w e r e  



d o i n g  i t .  I w o u l d  t e l l  W a l t e r  Simmons e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h a p -

p e n e d  and  W a l t e r  knew a b o u t  i t .  J u s t  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  I was 

r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h a t ;  when t h a t  was g e t t i n g  k i n d  o f  

u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  we d i d n ' t  know w h a t  t o  do  a b o u t  i t ;  t h e y  s e n t  

me t o  t h e  f r a u d  s c h o o l  i n  W a s h i n g t o n .  I remember s o  v e r y  

w e l l  t h a t  w h i l e  I was a t  t h e  f r a u d  s c h o o l ,  I g o t  a  t e l e g r a m  

f r o m  W a l t e r  Simmons i n  C h i c a g o ,  t h a t  s a i d ,  "You c a n  come b a c k  

home. S o - a n d - s o ,  who was t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  company, has  b e e n  

s h o t  and  k i l l e d . "  

When I g o t  i n t o  S t .  L o u i s ,  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  t e r r i t o r y  

c o v e r e d  I o w a  t h e n ,  and I g o t  i n t o  v e t e r i n a r y  p r o d u c t s  o u t  i n  

t h e  S t a t e  o f  I owa .  One o f  t h e m  was w h a t  t h e y  c a l l  " t h e  o 1  d  

n e c r o  c u r e  f o r  hogs , "  i t  was an  i n t e s t i n a l  b a c t e r i a l  i n f e C -
t i o n ,  v e r y  f a t a l  t o  hogs .  I t  came o u t  o f  t h e  s o i l  o r  o u t  o f  

t h e  m a n u r e  o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  and  t h e y  w e r e  a l w a y s  t r y i n g  t o  come 

up  w i t h  some k i n d  o f  a c u r e ,  w h i c h  t h e y  d i d n ' t ,  and  t h e r e  was 

a n  o u t f i t  a t  A t l a n t i c ,  I o w a  - A t l a n t i c  s o m e t h i n g  - I ' v e  f o r -  

g o t t e n  w h a t  h e  c a l l e d  t h e  company. And t h i s  f e l l o w  who r a n  

i t  was p r e t t y  p r o m i n e n t  i n  p o l i t i c s .  

MS: A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  M r .  H e n r y  W a l l a c e  was S e c r e t a r y  o f  

A g r i c u l t u r e .  T h i s  was b e f o r e  we moved f r o m  A g r i c u l t u r e  t o  

F e d e r a l  S e c u r i t y  Agency .  I f o u n d  some p r e t t y ,  I guess ,  dam-

a g i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h e r e  a b o u t  t h e  way t h a t  t h i s  f e l l o w  had  p r o -  

c u r e d  t e s t i m o n  i a l s  o n  h i s  p r o d u c t  among t h e  I o w a  h o g  g r o w e r s .  

T h a t  was q u i t e  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  b l i z z a r d  c o n d i t i o n s  g o i n g  o u t  



t o  t h e  f a r m s .  Y o u ' d  go o u t  - t o  d i g r e s s  a l i t t l e  - y o u ' d  go 

o u t  t o  t h e  f a r m  t o  s e e  t h e  f a r m e r  and  t h e  w i f e  w o u l d  s a y ,  

" W e l l ,  h e ' s  o u t  a t  t h e  h o g  b a r n . "  And y o u ' d  go o u t  t h e r e  and 

y o u ' d  f i n d  t h a t  t h i s  man h a d  s e t  u p  q u a r t e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  p i g -  

g i n g  t i m e  on t h e  f a r m ,  and  he  had h i s  bed and  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  

o u t  t h e r e  a n d  h e  s t a y e d  o u t  i n  t h a t  b a r n  w h i l e  t h e  sows were  

g i v i n g  b i r t h  t o  t h e  p i g s .  I t  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  O f  

c o u r s e ,  I had a  f a r m  b a c k g r o u n d ,  a n d  I f o u n d  i t  v e r y  

i n t e r e s t i n g .  

Anyway,  g e t t i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Remedy Company, i f  

t h a t  be  t h e  name o f  i t ,  I b e g a n  t o  g e t  some p r e t t y  w h a t  

seemed t o  b e  d a m a g i n g  e v i d e n c e ,  t h e  way h e ' d  g o t t e n  h i s  t e s -

t i m o n i a l s  and t h i n g s ,  and t h e  l a c k  o f  e v i d e n c e  o f  a n y  t h e r a -  

p e u t i c  v a l u e  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t .  SO,  r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h a t ,  

J immy C l a r k e ,  t h e  C h i e f  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  D i s t r i c t  sends  me a 

l e t t e r  ( a t  l e a s t  a c o p y  o f  a l e t t e r )  t h a t M r .  Campbe l l  h a d  

w r i t t e n  S e c r e t a r y  W a l l a c e .  S e c r e t a r y  Wa l l a c e  had s e n t  a 

r e p o r t  t o  M r .  C a m p b e l l  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  y o u n g  i n s p e c t o r  o u t  

i n  I o w a  was c r e a t i n g  havoc .  T h a t  h e  was f o r c i n g  p e o p l e  t o  

s i g n  f a l s e  a f f i d a v i t s  and  a l l  k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  a w f u l  

c r i m e s  a n d  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  s h o u l d  be  done a b o u t  i t .  I remem-

b e r  t h e  g r e a t  f e e l i n g  I h a d  a b o u t  M r .  Campbe l l  and  h i s  l e t -

t e r ,  w h i c h  was v e r y  s h o r t ,  c o n c i s e  and  t o  t h e  po i n t .  He 

s a i d ,  " M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  I h a v e  y o u r  l e t t e r .  T h i s  i s  a common 

c o m p l a i n t  o f  p e o p l e  who a r e  f o u n d  t o  be  engaged  i n  f r a u d u l e n t  

p r a c t i c e s .  " 



T h a t  was t h e  e n d  o f  i t .  And nobody b o t h e r e d  me a n y m o r e ,  and 

I w e n t  ahead  w i t h  my i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  t h e  company,  

a s  I remember ,  e n t e r e d  a p l e a  o f  g u i l t y  i n  t h e  c a s e .  

FL :  When o n e  o f  t h o s e  c a s e s  wen t  t o  t r i a l ,  we re  y o u  a b l e  t o  

g e t  i n t o  e v i d e n c e  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e ?  O r  d i d  y o u  

. . . 
M S :  F r e d ,  I d o n ' t  remember.  I n  o t h e r  wo rds  as  t o  w h e t h e r  o r  

n o t  t h e s e  c o l l a t e r a l  a s p e c t s  were  used.  I t h i n k  so.  I 

t h i n k  we h a d  enough  o p i n i o n s ,  Supreme C o u r t  a n d  o t h e r  o p i n -

i o n s ,  b a c k  o f w h a t  we w e r e  d o i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l ' s  

O f f i c e  o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t i c e  Lawyer ,  o r  w h o e v e r ,  w e r e  

a b l e  t o  u s e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  They w o u l d  b e  p r o t e s t e d ,  b u t  we 

w e r e  e v e n t u a l l y  a b l e  t o  g e t  i t  i n t r o d u c e d .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h a t  

one i d e a ,  p h i l o s o p h y  o r  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  i f  h e ' s  a f r a u d  h e r e ,  

h e ' s  a f r a u d  t h e r e .  

FL:  O f  c o u r s e ,  i f  t h e  p e r s o n  t o o k  t h e  s t a n d  h i m s e l f ,  u n d e r  

c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n ,  i t  w o u l d  be g r e a t  f o r  t h a t .  

M S :  A b s o l u t ~ e l y .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough,  a g r e a t  many o f  t h o s e  

c a s e s  n e v e r  d i d  go t o  t r i a l .  They w o u l d  e n t e r  p l e a s. I r e -

member, I a l w a y s  f o u n d  i t  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t h a t  we c o u l d n ' t  g e t  

t h e  t r i a l  o n  t h e m  b e c a u s e  I was so  imbued  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  

t h e i r  b e i n g  c r o o k s ,  I w a n t e d  i t  t o  b e  on  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  w h a t  

c r o o k s  t h e y  were .  B u t  t h e y  w o u l d  come i n  and w o r k  o u t  some 

k i n d  o f  a p l e a .  I remember  t h i s  o l d  H.G.C. c a s e  i n  C h i c a g o .  

I h a d  s p e n t  a l o t  o f  t i m e  on  i t  and i t  was a b a d  c a s e ,  a n d  



t h i s  d e f e n d e n t ,  whomever he was, e n t e r e d  a p l e a  and d i d n ' t  


g e t  much o f  a s e n t e n c e ,  I t h i n k .  J u s t  a t a p  on  t h e  w r i s t ,  


r e a l l y .  


F L :  W e l l ,  t h a t  1 9 0 6  A c t  d i d n ' t  have  v e r y  s t i f f  p e n a l t i e s ,  


e i t h e r .  


M S :  No. No i t  d i d n ' t .  As I remember, I t h i n k  y o u  c o u l d  be  


f i n e d  w h a t ?  A h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  maximum? 

FL :  No, t w o  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  maximum. 

M S :  Two h u n d r e d  maximum, yes .  

FL: And I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  p e n a l t y  f o r  s e c o n d  o f f e n s e  was any  

w o r s e  t h a n  t h a t  e i t h e r .  

M S :  No, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  I remember s o  w e l l ,  I h a d  a  

c a s e  i n  Memphis, and  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  

c a s e ,  b u t  h a d  a F e d e r a l  j u d g e  t h e r e  and h e  was one  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  ones t h a t  k i n d  o f  shook  my c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  F e d e r a  

j u d i c i a r y .  He a p p a r e n t l y  h a d  some k i n d  o f  a p e r s o n a l  r e 1  

t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h i s  f e l l o w  t h a t  I was a f t e r ,  and we g o t  t h e  

goods on t h i s  f e l l o w  and he  e n t e r e d  a p l e a  t o  j u s t  g e t  r i d  o f  

t h e  t h i n g  and t h e  F e d e r a l  j u d g e  i n  Memphis f i n e d  h i m  one  

c e n t .  And I remember t h a t  I r o a r e d  and r a v e d  ( o f  c o u r s e  I 

was i n  S t .  L o u i s  t h e n )  w i t h  W a l t  Simmons a n d  o t h e r s  how some-

t h i n g  o u g h t  t o  b e  d o n e  a b o u t  t h a t  j u d g e .  

T h e r e  were  some c a s e s  t h a t  d i d  go t o  t r i a l .  The K a a d t  

B r o t h e r s  we went  t o  t r i a l  on. I was i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  C h i c a g o  

o f f i c e  t h e n .  Then t h e  K o c h  case.  



F L :  B u t  b o t h  o f  t h o s e  were  b r o u g h t ,  t h o u g h ,  a f t e r  t h e  ' 3 8  

A c t .  

M S :  R i g h t .  I remember t h e  K a a d t  B r o t h e r s ,  as I remember ,  

F r e d ,  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o n  t h a t  was t h a t  t h e  P o s t a l  i n s p e c t o r s  

h a d  b r o u g h t  a c a s e  a g a i n s t  them. T h e y  s t i l l  had t h e  f r a u d  

a s p e c t  i n  t h e i r  l a w ,  and  h e  b e a t  t h e m  on t h e i r  case .  Then  we 

w e n t  t o  t r i a l  on  i t  and i t  was q u i t e  a t r i a l ,  b u t  we w e r e  

a b l e  t o  do  a j o b  o n  i t .  Then Koch... Now, I h a d  f o r g o t t e n  

t h e  o l d  boy ,  t h e  c a n c e r  quack ,  o u t  i n  Iowa.  Oh, h e  s h i p p e d  

a l l  o v e r .  He o p e r a t e d  o u t  o f  Dubuque o r  one o f  t h e  E a s t e r n ,  

D a v e n p o r t ,  one  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  I o w a  c i t i e s .  He g o t  m i x e d  u p  

w i t h  a r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r  o f  C a t h o l i c  nuns .  One t h i n g  we f o u n d  

was if y o u  e v e r  g o t  r e l i g i o n  and f r a u d u l e n t  m e d i c i n e s  m i x e d  

t o g e t h e r ,  i t  was r e a l  l u l u .  Because  t h e  guy  p e d d l i n g  t h e  

m e d i c i n e  w o u l d  work r e l i g i o n  i n  i t  and  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  

s i t t i n g  d u c k s  f o r  i t .  

F L :  Oh. Dr. B r i n k l e y ?  

MS:  No, i t  w a s n ' t  B r i n k l e y .  I t  c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  b e e n  B r i n k l e y .  

A t  t h a t  t i m e  y o u  c o u l d  go t o  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  and h a v e  t h e m  

r e p o r t  s h i p m e n t s  t o  you.  They w o u l d  r e c o r d  s h i p m e n t s  g o i n g  

o u t  f r o m  t h e r .  

FL:  Yes. A  m a i l  wa tch .  

M S :  A  m a i l  wa tch .  And I'll b e t  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  do  t h a t  a n y -

more. Anyway, an  i n p s e c t o r  w i r e d  t h e  C h i c a g o  o f f i c e  t h a t  a 

s h i p m e n t  o f  t h i s  c a n c e r  m e d i c i n e  h a d  gone down t o  somebody i n  



t h e  P o l i s h  s e c t i o n  o f  S o u t h w e s t  s i d e  o f  C h i c a g o .  W e l l ,  I 

d o n ' t  know how much y o u  know a b o u t  t h e  P o l i s h  p e o p l e ,  a tmos -

p h e r e ,  t h e i r  t emperamen t ... I went  down t h e r e .  F i r s t ,  I went  

t o  t h e  s u b - s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  i n  C h i c a g o ,  i n  Hyde 

P a r k ,  t h a t  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h a t  a r e a  and  g o t  h o l d  o f  t h e  s u p e r -

i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  Hyde P a r k  S t a t i o n .  V e r y  c o o p e r a t i v e .  I t  

was a m a z i n g  how p e o p l e  d i d  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  y o u .  He wen t  w i t h  

me. He s a i d ,  "Id o n ' t  t h i n k  I want  t o  g i v e  y o u  t h i s  p a c k a g e  

t o  d e l i v e r .  W e ' l l  go o u t  and  g e t  t h e  p o s t m a n  and l e t  t h e  

p o s t m a n  a n d  I w i l l  t a k e  i t  o u t  a n d  w e ' l l  h a n d  i t  t o  t h e  p o s t -  

man and  l e t  t h e  pos tman  hand  i t  t o  t h e  guy ,  t h e n  y o u  e n t e r  

t h e  p i c t u r e . "  W e l l ,  we d i d  t h a t  a n d  g o t  o u t  t h e r e  t o  t h i s  

l a d y ,  u p  i n  k i n d  o f  a t e n e m e n t  s e c t i o n ,  I g u e s s ,  o u t  t h e r e  i n  

t h e  S o u t h w e s t  s i d e .  I t  was v e r y  p o o r  t i m e s  a n d  p e o p l e  w e r e  

h a r d  up. Anyway, t h i s  woman was handed  t h e  package ,  a s m a l l  

p a c k a g e  I remember,  a n d  I s a i d  t o  t h e  1a d y ,  " I ' m  an  i n s p e c t o r  

w i t h  t h e  Food  and  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  see t h a t  

p a c k a g e . "  So s h e  handed  i t  t o  me a n d  I t o o k  i t .  I s a i d ,  " I ' d  

l i k e  t o  open  t h i s ,  w o u l d  y o u  open t h i s ?  " She opened  i t  and 

we s t i l l  we re  a l i t t l e  c a r e f u l  a b o u t  w h a t  we c o u l d  do  and  

wha t  we c o u l d n ' t .  She opened i t  and, s u r e  enough,  i t  had t h e  

m e d i c i n e  i n  i t  a n d  I s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  I ' m  s o r r y ,  I'll h a v e  t o  

t a k e  t h i s . "  W e l l ,  w i t h  t h a t ,  t h a t  woman r e a l l y  p u t  on  a 

show. She s t a r t e d  s c r e a m i n g  and  c a r r y i n g  on. T h e r e  was a 

b u t c h e r  shop  r i g h t  n e a r  where  t h i s  d i s t u r b a n c e  was t a k i n g  



p l a c e .  W e l l ,  t h e  P o s t a l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  bowed o u t .  He w a n t e d  

t o  g e t  o u t .  And t h e  Postman,  t h e y  s t e p p e d  a s i d e .  W e l l ,  w i t h  

a l l  t h i s  s c r e a m i n g  and f u r o r  t o o k  p l a c e ,  some p e o p l e  began  

g a t h e r i n g  a r o u n d ,  and  r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  i t ,  h e r e  comes a 

g r e a t ,  huge  P o l a c k ,  i f  I m i g h t  u s e  t h a t  e x p r e s s i o n  - a n d  I 

d o n ' t  u s e  i t  d i s p a r a g i n g l y .  Anyway, h e  was a g r e a t ,  h u g e  man 

t h a t  came r u n n i n g  w i t h  a  b u t c h e r  c l e a v e r  i n  h i s  hand.  He h a d  

been  c u t t i n g  mea t ,  and  he  h e a r d  t h e  commot ion ,  a n d  he  r a n  o u t  

t h e r e  t o  s e e  w h a t  was g o i n g  on. W e l l ,  I t h o u g h t  h e  was g o i n g  

t o  c h o p  my h e a d  o f f .  B u t  h e  d i d n ' t  a n d  I g o t  t h e  samp le .  

And t h e n  l a t e r  t h a t  c a s e  w e n t  t o  t r i a l  i n  D a v e n p o r t .  He was 

m i x e d  up w i t h  t h i s  o r d e r  o f  nuns  t h a t  r e a l l y  g o t  h i m  e n t r y  t o  

a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  and c a u s e d  a l o t  o f  p r o b l e m s .  

So, t h o s e  a r e  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we d i d .  I h a d  a 

c a s e  down i n  A labama,  i n  B i r m i n g h a m ,  one t i m e .  An o l d  I n d i a n  

d o c t o r  t h e r e .  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  what... I b e l i e v e  I was w o r k -

i n g  o u t  o f  S t .  L o u i s  when I was i n  B i r m i n g h a m  w o r k i n g  o n  t h a t  

case .  Because  some o f  t h e  s t a t i o n s  d i d n ' t  h a v e  i n s p e c t o r s  

w h o ' d  b e e n  t r a i n e d  i n  t h i s  t y p e  o f  work  and  t h e y  w o u l d  s e n d  

y o u  t h e r e  t o  d o  some o f  i t  f o r  them. 

FL :  I n  some c a s e s  y o u  w o u l d  hand  t h e  t h i n g  on  t o  somebody t o  

i n v e s t i g a t e .  I f  n e c e s s a r y ,  y o u  w o u l d  f o l l o w  he  c a s e  w h e r e v e r  

i t  wen t .  

M S :  R i g h t .  R i g h t .  B u t  i t  was a t r e m e n d o u s  y i n t e r e s t i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e .  And, a s  I s a y ,  i t  was one i n  wh c h  y o u  l e a r n e d  a 



g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  human n a t u r e .  I l i k e d  e v e r y  b i t  o f  i t .  

H o n e s t l y ,  I f o u n d  some o f  t h e  r o u t i n e  work  i n  t h e  Food and  

D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a f t e r  t h a t  k i n d  o f  e x c i t i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  t o  

b e  p r e t t y  mundane. B u t  I d i d  w h a t e v e r  I was c a l l e d  o n  t o  do. 

FL: When y o u  g o t  t o  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  was i t  more  r u n - o f - t h e - m i l l  

work ,  o r  d i d  y o u  d o  f r a u d  work  t h e r e  t o o ?  

M S :  Yes, I d i d  some t h e r e .  As I s a y ,  I was o u t  when I g o t  

i n  t h a t  d u s t  s t o r m ,  as  I t o l d  y o u  e a r l i e r .  I d i d n ' t  do  v e r y  

much t h e r e .  We d i d  f i s h  work  t h e r e  and  we d i d n ' t  h a v e  many 

i n s p e c t o r s .  I t h i n k ,  seems t o  me, a b o u t  t h r e e  i n s p e c t o r s .  

d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  y o u ' v e  e v e r  r u n  i n t o  h i s  name o r  I d o n ' t  

s u p p o s e  y o u  e v e r  knew a f e l l o w  named - B i l l  T i e d t .  I t h i n k  

B i l l  was o r i g i n a l l y  an  i n s e c t i c i d e  i n s p e c t o r  t h a t  came o n t o  

FDA. He was q u i t e  a c h a r a c t e r .  G r e a t  b i g ,  r a w  bony k i n d  o f  

a f e l l o w .  I remember  one i n s t a n c e ,  he  was o u t  a t  M r .  

H a r r i s o n ' s ,  t h e  C h i e f ' s  house ,  one  n i g h t  and  M r .  H a r r i s o n ' s  

w i f e ,  b e i n g  a g r e a t  S o u t h e r n  l a d y  f r o m  V i r g i n i a ,  had a l l  

k i n d s  o f  a n t i q u e  f u r n i t u r e  i n  h e r  house.  B e a u t i f u l  a n t i q u e s .  

And o l d  B i l l  was a g r e a t  b i g ,  k i n d  o f  a b u m b l i n g ,  c l u m s y  k i n d  

o f  a f e l l o w ,  n i c e  guy,  good h e a r t e d  f e l l o w .  B i l l  wen t  o u t  

t h e r e  one t i m e ,  he  w a n t e d  t o  e x p l a i n  s o m e t h i n g  t o  M r .  

H a r r i s o n ,  and he  c o u l d n ' t  w a i t  u n t i l  h e  was a t  t h e  o f f i c e  s o  

h e  wen t  o u t  t o  h i s  house.  And B i l l  s e t  down on a  v e r y  p r i c e -

l e s s  a n t i q u e  s o f a  and  c r a s h e d  i t . 

FL:  Oh no. 

I 
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M S :  And I d o n ' t  t h i n k  M r .  H a r r i s o n  e v e r  f e l t  q u i t e  t h e  same 

a b o u t  B i l l  a f t e r  t h a t .  

remember r u n n i n g  i n t o  B i l l  i n  Des Mo ines  one  t i m e ,  

j u s t  a c c i d e n t a l l y  a t  t h e  h o t e l ,  and we h a d  d i n n e r  and  h a d  

some s e s s i o n s  t o g e t h e r .  B i l l  was a  g r e a t  b e l i e v e r  i n  w h a t  h e  

c a l l e d  t h e  w a v e - l e n g t h  o f  p e o p l e .  And i t  made some s e n s e ,  I 

guess .  I n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  p e o p l e  t o  work w i t h  y o u  a n d  d o  t h i n g s  

and t h i s  and  t h a t ,  y o u  h a d  t o  g e t  on  t h e  same w a v e - l e n g t h  

w i t h  them. B i l l  was s t r o n g  o n  t h a t .  I n  t h a t  c o n n e c t i o n ,  

t a l k i n g  a b o u t  w o r k i n g  o u t  a t  n i g h t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  a n d  I'm s u r e  

i t  was t h e  same way when y o u  came i n .  When we w e r e  o u t  w o r k -

i n g  on  t h e  r o a d ,  we s t a r t e d  e a r l y ,  as soon  as  t h e  p l a c e  w o u l d  

b e  open  w e ' d  be  t h e r e  t o  s t a r t  t a k i n g  samp les  o r  w h a t - h a v e -

you .  And we w o r k e d  u n t i l  p l a c e s  c l o s e d  and  w e ' d  go  b a c k  t o  

t h e  h o t e l  and h a v e  a b i t e  t o  e a t ,  and t h e n  we 'd  go t o  o u r  

r o o m  and  w r i t e  r e p o r t s  u n t i l  8 :00 ,  9 :00 ,  10:00,  12 :00 ,  m i d -

n i g h t ,  w h a t e v e r  i t  t o o k .  W h a t e v e r  i t  t o o k ,  y o u  w o u l d  f i n i s h  

t h a t  d a y ' s  work t h a t  n i g h t .  So t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  y o u  s t a r t e d  

o u t ,  i f  y o u  w o u l d  b e  g o i n g  o u t  o n  some a d d i t i o n a l  work.  And 

i t  was k i n d  o f  c o n s i d e r e d  - I remember wha t  made me t h i n k  

a b o u t  t h i s  - B i l l  T i e d t ,  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  I j u s t  m e n t i o n e d ,  

w o u l d  do  some o f  t h i s .  He w o u l d  work i n  h i s  room i n  t h e  

d a y t i m e  when I t h o u g h t  he  was supposed  t o  be  o u t  d o i n g  o t h e r  

t h i n g s ,  he  w o u l d  b e  w r i t i n g  r e p o r t s .  You j u s t  d i d n ' t  d o  

t h a t .  You w o r k e d  a t  n i g h t  and  d i d  y o u r  r e p o r t s  a n d  y o u  g o t  



o u t  i n  t h e  d d y t i m e  and d i d  a d d i t i o n a l  w o r k .  A f a r  c r y ,  I 

g u e s s ,  f r o m  t o d a y ' s  w o r l d .  Anyway, I was i n  M i n n e a p o l i s  

a b o u t  e i g h t  months .  I l e f t  t h e r e  and  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  s e a f o o d  

i n s p e c t i o n .  So t h a t  p r e t t y  much s u m m a r i z e s  my g e n e r a l  o p e r a -

t i o n  i n  t h o s e  o t h e r  s t a t i o n s .  

FL:  I was i n t e r e s t e d  when y o u  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  s t a f f  t h a t  was 

i n  C h i c a g o  when y o u  r e p o r t e d ,  Dr. A r t e m a s  Brown. I ' v e  r u n  

i n t o  h i s  name. He was one o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t w e n t y - e i g h t  i n -

s p e c t o r s  t h a t  r e p o r t e d  i n  J u n e ,  1907 ,  when t h e y  s t a r t e d  en-

f o r c i n g  t h e  l a w .  And a c c o r d i n g  t o  s o m e t h i n g  I ' v e  r e a d ,  h e  

d i d n ' t  t a k e  t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  exam, h e  was a p p o i n t e d  d i r e c t l y  

by  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t ,  

who a p p o i n t e d  t h r e e  o f  t h a t  g r o u p  o n  h i s  p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  mak- 

i n g  s u c h  a p p o i n t m e n t s .  S o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w o u l d  be u n h e a r d  o f  

t o d a y .  

M S :  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know, F r e d .  I presume,  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I 

w e n t  t o  C h i c a g o ,  I know I was v e r y  c u r i o u s  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  

o t h e r  i n s p e c t o r s .  What t h e y  d i d ,  how l o n g  t h e y  h a d  been 

t h e r e ,  a n d  t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  s o r t .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I m u s t ' v e  

known a b o u t  o l d ,  we c a l l e d  h i m  Doc Brown, h e ' s  a  v e r y  f i n e  

o l d  g e n t l e m e n .  He was v e r y  t a l l ,  a n g u l a r ,  s o r t  o f  s t o o p e d .  

B u t  I d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y  i d e a  how o l d  o l d  Doc Brown was a t  t h a t  

t i m e .  He seemed p r e t t y  o l d  t o  me, b u t  I d o n ' t  know how o l d  

h e  was. I h e a r d  t h e  s t o r y  a r o u n d  C h i c a g o  t h a t  I assumed t o  

b e  t r u e ,  t h a t  he  was o f f e r e d ,  a t  one  t i m e ,  a p a r t n e r s h i p  o f  



some k i n d  by  t h e  a a n  who had d e v e l o p e d  C o c a - C o l a .  I g u e s s  i t  

seemed l i k e  a good  d e a l  o f  money b a c k  t h e n .  I t  was s i x  hun-

d r e d  d o l l a r s  o r  some s u c h  sum, a n d  D r .  Brown d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  

money and  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  p r o d u c t  w o u l d  go. So h e  t o o k  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Food  and  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a s  a n  i n s p e c -

t o r .  And a b o u t  a l l  o l d  Doc Brown e v e r  d i d ,  and  I u s e d  t o  

f e e l  s o r r y  f o r  t h e  o l d  g e n t l e m a n  because  h e  was a v e r y  l i k -

a b l e ,  k i n d l y  g e n t l e m a n  - h e  r e a l l y  had t h e  b e d s i d e  manner  -
a n d  he  w o u l d  go o u t  i n  t h e  c o l d  w i n t e r  d a y s  i n  C h i c a g o .  A 

c o l d  w i n t e r  d a y  w i t h  t h e  w i n d  b l o w i n g  i n  C h i c a g o  was a c o l d  

one, s a m p l i n g  down i n  t h e  c o l d  warehouses ,  n e v e r  c o m p l a i n e d ,  

j u s t  r o u t i n e ,  h e  j u s t  wen t  a b o u t  h i s  b u s i n e s s .  B u t  h e  was a 

f i n e  o l d  g e n t l e m a n .  I d o n ' t  know, r e a l l y ,  wha t  became o f  

h im.  I met a l o t  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  p e o p l e  i n s i d e  t h e  Food  and  

D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

I had a w f u l l y  good  r e c e p t i o n s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  o f f i c e s .  

was young ,  c o m i n g  up, and  t h a t  c a n  a l w a y s  b e  k i n d  o f  t r o u b l e -

some, as  y o u  know. B u t  I n e v e r  d i d  h a v e  a n y  r e a l  t r o u b l e .  

T h e r e  was one  i n s p e c t o r  i n  S t .  L o u i s  who was s o r t  o f  unhappy  

b e c a u s e  he  t h o u g h t  I was g e t t i n g  a s s i g n m e n t s  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  

b e  g e t t i n g .  

We h a d  a n  o l d  s t a t e  i n s p e c t o r  t h e r e ,  k i n d  o f  a h a r d ,  

t o u g h ,  t o b a c c o - c h e w i n g  guy  named J a c k  A h e r n ,  a n  I r i s h m a n ,  

f o r m e r  I l l i n o i s  s t a t e  i n s p e c t o r ,  c o n t e m p o r a r y  o f  J o h n n y  

S u l l i v a n ' s .  J a c k  saw t h a t  t h i s  f e l l o w  was g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  

I 



o b n o x i o u s  so he  t o o k  m a t t e r s  i n  h i s  own hands  and  s t r a ig h t e n -

ed t h a t  f e l l o w  o u t .  I d i d n ' t  h a v e  any  more  t r o u b l e  w i t h  

h im.  

FL: Under  t h a t  1 9 0 6  A c t ,  we d i d  n o t  h a v e  any  r e a l  a u t h o r i t y  

t o  go i n  and make f a c t o r y  i n s p e c t i o n s .  

MS:  No. F a c t o r y  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  t a k e  s a m p l e s ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  

e l s e .  

FL :  D i d  t h a t  e v e r  p r e s e n t  a p r o b l e m ?  

M S :  W e l l ,  n o t  r e a l l y .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we e v e r  h a d  a n y  t r o u b l e  

g e t t i n g  i n t o  p l a c e s .  I t  was q u e s t i o n e d ,  o f  c o u r s e .  They 

m i g h t  c o n c e a l  t h i n g s  f r o m  u s  i f  t h e y  c o u l d .  I remember  u p  i n  

M i s s i s s i p p i ,  we u s e d  t o  do  a l o t  o f  c a n n e r y  work  when I was 

i n  New O r l e a n s .  D i d  c a n n e r y  work  u p  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i .  T h e r e ' s  

some I t a l i a n s  u p  t h e r e ,  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  w h a t  t h e i r  names were .  

Anyway, t h e y  had i t  down p a t ,  t h e y ' d  f i n d  o u t  when we w o u l d  

be  w o r k i n g  t h e  c a n n e r i e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  s t a t i o n  

- t h e y  had an o l d  b o y  t h a t  t h e y ' d  s i t  o n  a l u g  b o x  o u t  i n  

f r o n t  o f  t h e  c a n n e r y ,  o u t  b y  t h e  s c a l e s  w h e r e  t h e  t o m a t o e s  

a l l  came and k i n d  o f  a d u s t y  r o a d  came i n t o  t h e  p l a c e  - and  

t h e y ' d  p u t  t h i s  o l d  b o y  o u t  t h e r e  on  t h i s  l u g  b o x  t o  w a t c h  

f o r  us. So h e ' d  s e e  us ,  h e ' d  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  c a r  c o m i n g ,  a n d  

h e ' d  s p r e a d  t h e  w o r d  t h a t  " h e r e  comes t h e  i n s p e c t o r . "  And I 

remember I ' v e  a l w a y s  u s e d  h i s  q u o t e ,  and  I d o n ' t  know w h e r e  

he  l e a r n e d  i t  b e c a u s e  I s u s p e c t  h e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n  e i g h t h  

g r a d e  e d u c a t i o n  o r  maybe n o t  e v e n  a f o u r t h  g r a d e  e d u c a t i o n ,  



he  was j u s t  an  o l d  M i s s i s s i p p i  h i l l b i l l y .  I ' d  show up and 

h e ' d  l a u g h ,  h e ' d  k i n d  o f  c a c k l e  - he d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  t e e t h  -

and h e ' d  s a y ,  " W e l l ,  w e ' r e  a l w a y s  g l a d  t o  see you.  W e ' l l  c o -

o p e r a t e  w i t h  y o u ,  w e ' l l  do  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  wan t  u s  t o  d o  

t h a t  y o u  c a n  g e t  u s  t o  do." H e ' d  a l w a y s  g r e e t  y o u  w i t h  t h a t .  

Then y o u  w o u l d  go i n  a n d  y o u ' d  f i n d  a l o t  o f  f r u i t f l i e s  a n d  

i n f e s t e d  t o m a t o e s  c r a c k e d  open,  j u s t  a s p o i l e d  mess. I t ' s  

amaz ing  what  some o f  t h o s e  p e o p l e  w o u l d  do.  I t ' s  n o t  t r u e  o f  

a l l ,  b u t  t r u e  o f  many o f  t h e  c a n n e r s ,  w o u l d  j u s t  a b o u t  p u t  

a n y t h i n g  i n  a c a n  t h a t  c r o s s e d  t h e i r  s c a l e s .  They w o u l d  j u s t  

r u n  i t  on i n .  

Then when we b e g a n  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  bean and s p i n a c h  

w o r k ,  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  some b o t u l i s m  p r o b l e m  t h a t  h a d  

a r i s e n  b a c k  b e f o r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days .  We g o t  more  i n t o  t h a t  

on t h e  p r o c e s s i n g ,  and  i t  g o t  a l i t t l e  more c o m p l i c a t e d  f o r  

them and  we h a d  a l o t  o f  p r o b l e m s  on t h a t .  I remember  o n e  

c a n n e r y  h e r e  i n  t h e  O z a r k s  t h a t  we were  h a v i n g  p r o b l e m s  w i t h .  

Anyway, I was i n  t h i s  p l a c e  and  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h i s  f e l l o w  

had been t r a i n e d  t h a t  he  was supposed  t o  p u t  t h e  s p i n a c h  i n  

t h e  p r e s s u r e  c o o k e r  a t  a c e r t a i n  t i m e  t h e n  mark  t h e  t i m e .  

A n d  t h e n ,  b a s e d  on wha t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Canners  f i e l d  p e o p l e  h a d  

g i v e n  them, t h e  s c h e d u l e  o f  p r o c e s s i n g  t i m e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

s i z e  o f  t h e  c o n t a i n e r  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g ,  t h a t  he  was t o  t a k e  i t  

o u t .  

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t o  d i g r e s s ,  I t h i n k  t h e  c a n - m a k i n g  p e o p l e  



d i d  a g r e a t  s e r v i c e ,  r e a l l y ,  i n  t h e  way t h e  s e r v i c e  p e o p l e  

w o u l d  h e l p  us e n f o r c e  t h e  l a w  by  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  t h o s e  p e o p l e  

d o  t h e  t h i n g s  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  do. 

F L :  You mean l i k e  A m e r i c a n  Can Company and  C o n t i n e n t a l ?  

M S :  A m e r i c a n ,  C o n t i n e n t a l .  Anyway, i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

p l a n t ,  I g o t  t o  w a t c h i n g  t h i s  f e l l o w  a n d  I l o o k e d  a t  t h e  

c h a r t  and I c o u l d  see t h a t  t h e  t i m e  showed t h e  i n  t i m e  and 

t h e  o u t  t i m e ,  t h e  p r o p e r  t i m e s .  W e l l ,  d i s c o v e r y  o f  what  h e  

was d o i n g  was t h a t  h e ' d  p u t  t h e  c r a t e  i n  t h e  r e t o r t  and c l o s e  

t h e  r e t o r t  and h e ' d  mark t h e  i n  t i m e  and t h e n  he  knew wha t  

t h e  o u t  t i m e  was and h e ' d  w r i t e  i t  down a t  t h e  same t i m e .  

And t h e n  h e  n e v e r  p a i d  any more  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t .  

F L :  Oh my. 

M S :  He d i d n ' t  know what  i t  meant .  He knew t h a t  t i m e  was 

s u p p o s e d  t o  be r e c o r d e d  t h e r e .  

Yes, I h a d  some g r e a t  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  t h e  c a n  company 

p e o p l e  i n  t h e  c a n n i n g  b u s i n e s s  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  and i n  t h e  

O z a r k s  a n d  New O r l e a n s  o n  t h e  s h r i m p  work.  I came t o  be  v e r y  

c l o s e  f r i e n d s  w i t h  some o f  them. 

FL :  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  t h e  canned  c o m p a n i e s  owned t h e  s e a l i n g  

m a c h i n e r y .  

M S :  R i g h t .  

F L :  And t h e y  a l s o  s e r v i c e d  i t. 

MS: I t was o n  l e a s e  t o  t h e  c a n n e r y ,  and t h e y  s e r v i c e d  i t .  

And s o l d  t h e m  t h e  cans .  



F L :  And y e a r s  l a t e r  when t h e  a n t i - t r u s t  s u i t  f o r c e d  t h e  c a n  

c o m p a n i e s  t o  s e l l  t h e  m a c h i n e s  and  t h e  c o m p a n i e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  

t h e m ,  i t  was a n o t h e r  t i m e  when we had  a l l  k i n d s  o f  t r o u b l e .  

M S :  R i g h t .  R i g h t .  Because  t h e y  j u s t  d i d n ' t  have  t h e  know-  

l e d g e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e n ,  s e r v i c e  them. Yes, t h e y  d i d  a g r e a t  

j o b  o n  t h a t .  

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  as I s a i d  e a r -

l i e r ,  y o u  l e a r n e d  a l o t  a b o u t  p e o p l e .  I ' v e  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  i t  

was i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  t h i n k  back  a b o u t  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  

p e o p l e  t h a t  w e r e  r e g u l a t e d  b y  u s ,  and  how t h e y ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  

p a r t ,  d i d  c o o p e r a t e  f u l l y  w i t h  us.  I know when y o u  w o u l d  go 

i n t o  a w a r e h o u s e ,  a n d  I u s e d  t o  do  a l o t  o f  t h a t  w o r k  i n  

Memphis ,  t h e  p l a c e  t o  s t a r t  was t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  o u t f i t .  Go 

s e e  h i m  and  g e t  a c q u a i n t e d  and  v i s i t  w i t h  h i m  and  t h e n  t e l l  

h i m  w h a t  y o u  wan ted .  My f e e l i n g  was y o u  were  g e n e r a l l y  a l o t  

more  s u c c e s s f u l  t h a n  i f  y o u  s t a r t e d  down t h e  l i n e  and i t  h a d  

t o  come up t h r o u g h  t h e m  t o  h im.  B u t  a t  any  r a t e ,  y o u ' d  go 

i n t o  a p l a c e ,  and Memphis was p a r t i c u l a r l y  good a t  t h i s  and 

S t .  L o u i s  was good i f  I remember r i g h t ,  t e l l  t hem wha t  y o u  

w a n t e d .  I f  y o u  w a n t e d  a samp le ,  o r  w h a t e v e r .  He n o t  o n l y  

w o u l d  g i v e  y o u  p e r m i s s i o n  and say ,  " C e r t a i n l y ,  go ahead,"  h e  

w o u l d  a s s i g n  a man t o  go w i t h  y o u  and  h e l p  y o u  do t h e  w o r k ,  

o p e n  c a s e s ,  and r e p l a c e  goods ,  and s e a l  t h e  c a s e s ,  t h e n  h e  

w o u l d  c a r r y  y o u r  s a m p l e s  t o  y o u r  c a r .  I t  seemed t o  me t h e y  

a l m o s t  w e n t  o u t  o f  t h e i r  way t o  be n i c e  t o  you. They  w e r e  

j u s t  t h a t  k i n d  o f  p e o p l e .  



I t h i n k  t h a t  p e o p l e  w e r e n ' t  as  g e n e r a l l y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  

g o v e r n m e n t  t h e n  as  t h e y  a r e  now. As I u s e d  t o  t r a v e l  i n  

r u r a l  a r e a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  c a r s  had t h e  U S D A  

i n s i g n i a  on  t h e m ,  and q u i t e  a number o f  t i m e s  I ' v e  h a d  p e o p l e  

i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  s t o p  and ask  me q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  some o t h e r  

a s p e c t  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  t h a t  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  

know a b o u t  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know a b o u t ,  b u t  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  

t e l l  t h e m  w h e r e  t o  w r i t e  t o .  So t h e r e  j u s t  w a s n ' t ,  r e a l l y ,  

g e n e r a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  b a c k  i n  t h o s e  d a y s .  P e o p l e  

j u s t  h a d n ' t  l e a r n e d .  I t h i n k  a f t e r  we g o t  i n t o  t h e  new l a w  

and  g o t  t h e s e  b e t t e r  p e n a l t i e s  and g o t  t h e s e  b e t t e r  t e c h -  

n i q u e s ,  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  were  f r i g h t e n e d  o f  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  

p i c t u r e - t a k i n g .  They  f o u n d  t h a t  t r o u b l e s o m e ,  d i s t u r b i n g ,  and 

t h e y  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h a t .  So, t h e y  l e a r n e d  m o r e  and  more  a b o u t  

w h a t  t o  do  and w h a t  n o t  t o  do i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  c o o p e r a t i o n .  

F L :  W e l l ,  I t h i n k ,  p r o b a b l y  t o o ,  as  t h e  FDA s t a f f  e x p a n d e d  

and  we had  m o r e  p e o p l e ,  we g o t  a r o u n d  more  f r e q u e n t l y .  We 

saw some o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  more  o f t e n  a n d  I t h i n k  t h a t  had  a 

b e a r i n g ,  t o o .  

M S :  Yes. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  B u t ,  o n  t h e  w h o l e ,  I t h i n k  

t h e  p e o p l e  c o o p e r a t e d  w e l l  back  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days .  No c o n -

t r o v e r s y  a b o u t  w h a t  we were  d o i n g .  They  d i d n ' t  l i k e  some o f  

t h e  t h i n g s  we e n d e d  up  d o i n g ,  s e i z i n g  and  w h a t  h a v e  you .  

FL:  D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  we h a v e  b e e n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  t h o s e  

w e r e  some o f  t h e  y e a r s  when t h e  b i l l s  w e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  Con- 



g r e s s  t o  r e - w r i t e  t h e  Fqod  and D r u g s  A c t ,  and, u l t i m a t e l y ,  

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  Food,  D r u g  and C o s m e t i c  A c t  o f  1938 .  I t h i n k  

t h e  b i l l s  we re  b e f o r e  t h e  C o n g r e s s  f r o m  1933  u n t i l ,  f i n a l l y ,  

1938.. . 
M S :  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

FL: When t h e  A c t  passed .  D u r i n g  t h o s e  y e a r s ,  d i d  t h e  p e o p l e  

l i k e  y o u r s e l f ,  i n s p e c t o r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  d i d  y o u  g e t  a n y  i n -

f o r m a t i o n  o n  wha t  was h a p p e n i n g  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ?  

MS: F r e d ,  I d o n ' t  c l e a r l y  r e c a l l  e x c e p t  I . . .  The m o s t  I d o  

r e c a l l  i s  t h a t  we w o u l d  e i t h e r ,  b y  word  o f  mou th  t h r o u g h  t h e  

D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ,  t h a t  he w o u l d  h e a r  f r o m  somewhere t h a t  some-

t h i n g  had happened.  And I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  i t  was i n  t h e  

newspapers ,  b u t  I t h i n k  we w o u l d  g e t  r e p o r t s  o f  when M r .  

Campbe l l  w o u l d  t e s t i f y .  Maybe we w o u l d  be  s e n t  some o f  h i s  

t e s t i m o n y ,  I d o n ' t  remember.  

F L :  I t  w a s n ' t  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  made a g r e a t  i m p r e s s i o n ,  

a p p a r e n t l y .  

MS:  W e l l ,  i t  was s o m e t h i n g  we were  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  b u t  

i t  was s o m e t h i n g  p r e t t y  r e m o t e  f r o m  us o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

F L :  You w e r e n ' t  aware  o f  t h e  compromises  t h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  

made and t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  s o r t .  

M S :  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I, o f  c o u r s e ,  knew a b o u t  t h e  c o m p r o m i s e s  

e v e n t u a l l y .  And I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  we t h o u g h t  t h e y  

s h o u l d ' v e  f o u g h t  h a r d e r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  h a v e  t h e  f e e l  o f  

i t  now, F r e d ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember. I know we d i d  do  w h a t  



I g u e s s  y o u ' d  c a l l  some p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n  w o r k  o r  p r o p a g a n d i  z -

i n g .  We w o u l d  g o  o u t  t o  m e e t i n g s  o f  g r o u p s .  And ,  I g u e s s ,  

a s  y o u  s u g g e s t e d  e a r l i e r ,  h a v e  t h e s e  p l a c a r d s  s h o w i n g  t h e  

a w f u l  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  n e e d e d  t o  b e  c o r r e c t e d  a n d  

d e a l t  w i t h .  I k n o w  we w e r e  a w a r e  e n o u g h  t h a t  when  t h e  l a w  

was p a s s e d ,  how h i g h l y  e l a t e d  t h e  f i e l d  s e r v i c e  was t h a t  we 

h a d  t h e  l a w .  I t  w o u l d  m a k e  i t  e a s i e r  t o  d o  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

n e e d e d  d o i  n g .  

MS: J u s t  t o  r e p e a t ,  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we saw i n  t h e  new 

l a w  t h a t  w e r e  c a l l e d  f o r ,  w e r e  t h i n g s  t h a t  v e r y  m u c h  n e e d e d  

t o  b e  d o n e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s u m e r .  

FL :  Now, i t  was a l s o  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  w h i l e  t h e  l a w  was  

b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d ,  t h a t  y o u  b e c a m e  i n v o l v e d  t h e n  w i t h  t h e  new 

s e a f o o d  s e r v i c e .  

M S :  W e l l ,  t h a t  w a s  p r i o r  t o  t h e n ,  F r e d .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  

S e a f o o d  Amendment  came i n  ' 3 4 .  

F L :  Yeah. B u t  t h e  b i l l s  w e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  C o n g r e s s .  . . 
MS: Yes. 

FL :  ...a t  t h a t  t i m e .  B u t  t h e  S e a f o o d  Amendment  was r e a l l y  

a n  amendment  t o  t h e  1906  A c t .  

MS: R i g h t .  T h e  g e n e s i s  o f  t h a t  was t h a t  a l l  s h r i m p  t h e n  was 

c a n n e d  s h r i m p ,  e x c e p t  t h e r e  was m a y b e  a l i t t l e  d r i e d  down b y  

some o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  a n d  C a j u n s  down o n  t h e  d o c k s .  B u t  t h e r e  

w e r e  t w o  t y p e s  o f  c a n n e d  s h r i m p ,  t h e  d r y - p a c k ,  a n d  t h e  w e t -

p a c k  s h r i m p .  A n d  b e c a u s e  o f  u n d e r - p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  b e c a u s e  of  



u s e  o f  d e c o m ~ o s e d  s h r i m p ,  t h e  Food and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

was v i r t u a l l y  p u t t i n g  t h e  s h r i m p  i n d u s t r y  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s  b y  

s e i z u r e s .  They were  r e a l l y  up  a g a i n s t  i t  and f i g u r e d  t h a t  

s o m e t h i n g  h a d  t o  b e  done .  I do n o t  know who made t h e  o r i g i n -

a l  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h a t  S e a f o o d  Amendment. I s u s p e c t  i t  came 

t h r o u g h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C a n n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were  s o  

a c t i v e  i n  t h e  a r e a  and  c o u l d  see t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  had t o  be 

deaI t  w i t h  a n d  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h e y  d i d  , b u t  I t h i n k  t h e y  

may have  made t h a t  o r i g i n a l  p r o p o s a l .  So , i t  was w i d e l y  ac -

c l a i m e d  b y  t h e  s h r i m p  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e y  t h o u g h t  i t  was j u s t  

g r e a t  and e v e r y t h i n g  was g o i n g  t o  be h u n k y - d o r y  f r o m  t h e r e  

on. So t h e  amendment was passed.  And i n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  I ' v e  

f o r g o t t e n  how i t  came o u t ,  b u t  i t  began t o  become known t o  

t h e  s h r i m p  i r d u s t r y  t h a t  i t  was n o t  g o i n g  t o  be an e a s y  m a t -

t e r  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  we were  g o i n g  t o  

e x a c t  o f  t h e w  t o  o p e r a t e  a c a n n i n g  p l a n t .  I t h i n k  we h a d  

h e l d  some p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s .  And I d o n ' t  know why we w e r e  a t  

t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  Maybe p r e l i m i n a r y  s t u f f  j u s t  t o  l e t  

t h e m  know, b e f o r e  we e v e n  s t a r t e d  t r y i n g  t o  w r i t e  r e g u l a -

t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e  Amendment h a d  n o t  become l a w  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t  

had been a p p r o v e d  b y  C o n g r e s s  and was a b o u t  t o  become law .  

So, when t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  a n d  

d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  i t  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  A t l a n t a  D i s t r i c t  o r  n o t ,  

when t h e y  saw what  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  were  g o i n g  t o  be ,  t h e y  

a l l  s i g n e d  a j o i n t  t e l e g r a m ,  t o  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  u r g i n g  

I 



P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v ~ l t  t o  v e t o  t h e  Amendment t h a t  had b e e n  p a s s -

ed. He d i d  n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  and t h e n  we went  ahead  and  i t  b e -

came k i n d  o f  a s t a n d - o f f .  I was i n  New O r l e a n s ,  we w e r e  ap-

p o i n t i n g  i n s p e c t o r s ,  we w e r e  s t i l l  w o r k i n g  p e r f e c t i n g  t h e  

r e g u l a t i o n s ,  b u t  n o t  a s i n g l e  p l a n t  had  a p p l i e d  f o r  t h e  s e r -

v i c e .  The t i m e  was c o m i n g  when t h e r e  had  t o  b e  a show-down 

o f  some k i n d .  And so  t h i s  went  on. I wen t  down t h e r e  i n  

e a r l y  A u g u s t ,  a mon th  l a t e r  - S e p t e m b e r  - and t h e  p a c k e r s  

w e r e  s t i l l ,  as  a g r o u p ,  d e t e r m i n e d  n o t  t o  t a k e  t h e  S e r v i c e .  

Then  t h e  FDA p e o p l e  were  b e g i n n i n g  t o  d e c i d e  what  t h e y  w e r e  

g o i n g  t o  do w i t h  me and some o f  t h e  o t h e r s  t h e y  had  down on  

t h a t  wo rk .  B u t ,  a t  a n y  r a t e ,  - a n d  I d o n ' t  know why we d e -

c i d e d  ( I  s a y  we : M r .  C a m p b e l l  o r  w h o e v e r  had d e c i d e d )  - t h e y  

were  g o i n g  t o  g i v e  t h e m  u n t i l  a c e r t a i n  d a t e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  i n -

s p e c t i o n .  And i f  t h e y  h a d n ' t  a p p l i e d  b y  t h e n ,  we were  g o i n g  

t o  c a l l  o f f  t h e  f o r c e s  and f o r g e t  i t .  So r i g h t  t o w a r d s  t h e  

v e r y  end  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was a s m a l l  p a c k e r  i n  New O r l e a n s  

c a l l e d  t h e  R o b i n s o n  P a c k i n g  Company, and  h e  was a p r e t t y  

e v e n - t e m p e r e d ,  e v e n - k e e l e d  k i  nd o f  a g e n t l e m a n ,  n i c e  g e n t 1  e -  

man. He d e c i d e d  h e  was g o i n g  a h e a d  a n d  t a k i n g  i t  a n d  h e  

a p p l i e d .  He became A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 1, and i t  l a t e r  g a l l e d  

t h e  h e l l  o u t  o f  some o f  t h e  b i g  p a c k e r s  t h a t  h e  h a d  No. 1 a n d  

was a b l e  t o  show t h i s  on  h i s  l a b e l s .  B u t  anyway, t h e  m i n u t e  

t h a t  M r .  R o b i n s o n  a p p  l i e d  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e  - and  h e  h a d  g o n e  

ahead  and f i x e d  h i s  p  l a n t  up  - t r y i n g  t o  meet  wha t  h e  t h o u g h t  



would be r e q u i r e d .  The minute  he a p p l i e d ,  t h e n  t h e r e  was a 

ru sh  by a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  ge t  i n  and t h e n  i t  went o v e r .  A n d  

I l e a r n e d  l a t e r  t h a t  t h e y  had a l r e a d y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  i t  was not 

go ing  t o  go and t h e y  were going t o  send  me t o  Boston a s  Ch ie f  

I n s p e c t o r .  So,  I was very  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have t o  go 

- not  t h a t  I have a n y t h i n g  a g a i n s t  Bos ton  - b u t  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  

want t o  go u p  t h e r e .  B u t  anyway, i t  came t h a t  c l o s e  t o  not 

be ing  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  as  an Amendment t o  t h e  law.  

F L :  T h i s  r e s i s t a n c e  o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  i n d u s t r y .  D i d  t h a t  

come a f t e r  t h e  proposed r e g u l a t i o n s  had been made p u b l i c ?  

MS: I t h i n k  i t  must have been,  Fred .  Because o t h e r w i s e  t h e y  

would have had an i n s i g h t  i n t o  what was go ing  t o  be proposed.  

F L :  Had you he ld  a h e a r i n g  i n  New O r l e a n s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

MS: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I 'm  not s u r e ,  F r e d ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  be -

l i e v e  we would have gone a s  f a r  as h o l d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i f  

i t  had no t  become a law. B u t  I s u s p e c t  we had maybe p u t  o u t  

enough i n f o r m a t i o n  and maybe proposed r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r ,  I ex-

pec t  what we d i d ,  F r e d ,  was t o  send o u t  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  i n -

d u s t r y  comment. 

F L :  That  would have been kind of l o g i c a l  b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s  what 

happened i n  1906 .  They wrote  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  s e n t  them o u t ,  had 

h e a r i n g s ,  and r e w r o t e  them. 

MS: So I t h i n k  maybe i t  was when we s e n t  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  o u t  

t h a t  t h e y  r e a l i z e d  w h a t  t h e y  were f a c e d  w i t h .  And, my Lord,  

F r e d ,  i t  would be hard t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of some of 

t h o s e  p l a n t s  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  i n s p e c t i o n  s e r v i c e .  



A g r e a t  many c o l o r e d  women and  o t h e r  l o c a l  p e o p l e ,  k i d s  

- w o r k e d  i n  . the  p l a n t s  - The s h r i m p  h u l l s ,  h a d  n o  p l a c e  t o  g o  

and  were  j u s t  t h r o w n  on t h e  f l o o r .  They  w o u l d  be  a c t u a l l y  

h a l f  k n e e - d e e p  w a l k i n g  i n  r u b b e r  b o o t s  i n  decomposed s h r i m p  

h u l l s .  And y o u  j u s t  w o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  how bad t h i n g s  were  i n  

t h o s e  p l a n t s .  And a n  a w f u l  l o t  o f  decomposed s h r i m p  were  p u t  

i n  t h e  c a n s  and s i g n i f i c a n t  amounts  o f  u n d e r p r o c e s s i n g .  

FL :  T h i s  w o u l d  be  s h r i m p  t h a t  was s t a r t i n g  t o  decompose a t  

t h e  t i m e  i t  was d e l i v e r e d .  

MS: Yes. I m p r o p e r l y  r e f r i g e r a t e d  b e f o r e  i t  was c a n n e d .  

And t h e n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  had a l o t  o f  u n d e r p r o c e s s i n g  

p r o b l e m s .  A  l o t  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  came o u t  o f  t h a t  

s e a f o o d  S e r v i c e  i f  y o u  c o u l d  s i t  down w i t h  t h e  o l d  s e a f o o d  

i n s p e c t o r s  a n d  t a l k  t o  them. O f  c o u r s e ,  I was n o t  o u t  i n  t h e  

p l a n t s  l i k e  t h e y  were. F rom t i m e  t o  t i m e  I v i s i t e d  a r o u n d ,  

b u t  n o t  o n  t h e  d a y - b y - d a y  b a s i s  l i k e  t h e y  were.  V e r y  i n t e r -

e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

I remember one,  a n d  I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  i t  was B i l l  

Hays o r  L o w r i e  Beacham who was i n v o l v e d .  One o f  t h e  r e q u i r e -

m e n t s  was t h a t  y o u  h a d  t o  h a v e  a w a s h s t a n d  o u t  i n  t h e  open ,  

n o t  i n  a b a t h r o o m  o r  a  r e s t r o o m ,  b u t  t h e  washroom had t o  be 

o u t  i n  t h e  open  so t h a t  when t h e y  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  t h e  r e s t r o o m ,  

t h e y  had t o  come b y  i t  on t h e  way b a c k  and  wash t h e i r  hands  

b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  work .  And t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  was t h e y  m u s t  

wash t h e i r  h a n d s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  d u t y .  And t h i s  s t o r y  goes 



a b o u t  l i k e  t h i s ,  t ~ a tt h i s  i n s p e c t o r ,  whoever  he  was, t h o u g h t  

t h i s  woman had b e e n  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  r u l e s .  I d o n ' t  

know w h e t h e r  s h e  was a C a j u n  l a d y  o r  c o l o r e d  woman o r  w h a t ,  

b u t  anyway he  d e c i d e d  j u s t  t o  w a t c h  and see what  she was 

d o i n g .  So, she l e f t  f r o m  h e r  p o s t  where  s h e  was p e e l i n g  

s h r i m p  o r  c r a b  o r  w h a t e v e r  - n o t  c r a b ,  b u t  s h r i m p  - and w e n t  

i n t o  t h e  r e s t r o o m  and  came o u t  and j u s t  s a s h a y e d  r i g h t  b y  t h e  

w a s h s t a n d .  And as  s h e  d i d ,  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  s t o p p e d  h e r .  And 

s h e  l a u g h e d  and s a i d ,  " I n s p e c t o r ,  I know what  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  

say ,  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  s a y  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  wash my hands  a f t e r  I 

was i n  t h e r e . "  B u t  s h e  s a i d ,  "The  j o k e ' s  on  you.  I ' m  n o t  

g o i n g  back  t o  w o r k ,  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  e a t  my l u n c h . "  So t h a t  t y p -

i f i e d  t h e  f e e l i n g ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h o s e  p e o p l e  a b o u t  s a n i -

t a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  They were  r e q u i r e d  t o  b u i l d  t o i l e t s  f o r  

t h e  w o r k e r s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have  r u n n i n g  w a t e r  i n  

some o f  t h o s e  s h r i m p  p l a n t s  where  t h e y  had f l u s h  t o i l e t s .  

They  w o u l d  b u i l d  t h e s e  t o i l e t s  and n i c e  t o i l e t s  where  t h e y  

h a d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  s t u f f  b y  hand f r o m  u n d e r n e a t h .  You 

know, h a u l  i t  o u t .  B u t  t h e y  w o u l d  b u i l d  t h e s e  n i c e  t o i l e t s  

w i t h  t o i l e t  p a p e r  and  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w o u l d  go i n  t h e r e  and  i n -

s t e a d  o f  s i t t i n g  o n  t o i l e t  s e a t ,  w o u l d  go s i t  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  

and do t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  p l a c e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

had n e v e r  s e t  o n  a t o i l e t  s e a t ,  and t h e y  a p p a r e n t l y  d i d n ' t  

t r u s t  them. 

FL :  Oh no. 



M S :  One t i m e  an i n s p e c t o r  saw a l i t t l e  c o l o r e d  g i r l ,  s h r i m p  

p i c k e r ,  j u s t  s q u i r m i n g  a r o u n d  and g i g g l i n g .  P i c k i n g  t a b l e s  

w e r e  maybe t h r e e  and a h a l f ,  f o u r  f e e t  h i g h  o f f  t h e  f l o o r ,  

h i g h  enough t h a t  t h e  p i c k e r s  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o  s t o o p .  The g i r l  

was s q u i r m i n g  and g i g g l i n g  and  c a r r y i n g  on. And t h e  i n s p e c -

t o r  c o u l d n ' t  f i g u r e  w h a t  was g o i n g  on.  He w a l k e d  a r o u n d  

w h e r e  he c o u l d  see and t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  c o l o r e d  b o y  u n d e r -  

n e a t h  t h e  t a b l e  who was f e e l i n g  h e r  up u n d e r n e a t h  w h i l e  s h e  

was p e e l i n g  s h r i m p .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  how t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  d e a l t  

w i t h  t h a t .  

F L :  Oh my. 

MS: Oh t h e r e  were  many e x p e r i e n c e s  ... I remember one t i m e  

t h e y  had a b i g  c o m m o t i o  n down a t  a p l a n t  way down i n  t h e  

b o o n d o c k s  t h e r e .  Those  p e o p l e  w e r e  so o u t  o f  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  

r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  b u y  a u t o m o b i l e  l i c e n s e s .  T h e y  

o p e r a t e d  t h e i r  c a r s  w i t h  n o  l i c e n s e s .  They were  a l a w  u n t o  

t h e m s e l v e s  down t h e r e .  Someone c a l l e d  me, and I had t o  go 

down t o  a p l a n t  where  t h e y  w e r e  a b o u t  t o  work  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  

o v e r .  I d o n ' t  remember who t h e  i n s p e c t o r  was. He h a d  j umped  

t h e  p l a n t  manager  a b o u t  s m o k i n g  i n  an a r e a  where  he  w a s n ' t  

s u p p o s e d  t o  smoke; and,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  i t  a l m o s t  g o t  t o  be  a 

v i o l e n t  s i t u a t i o n .  Then we h a d  some p r o b l e m s  w i t h  some o f  

t h e  s h r i m p  b o a t s  t h a t  came i n  o v e r  a t  B i l o x i .  I remember  one 

t i m e ,  I t h i n k  i t  may h a v e  b e e n  Beacham, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  who i t  

was, o r  B e l l i s ,  one o f  t h e  f e l l o w s  a l m o s t  g o t  t h r o w n  i n t o  t h e  



Gulf  b e c a u s e  he had he ld  u p  t h i s  b o a t  load  of sh r imp  t h a t  was 

bad.  So,  i t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  t i m e s ,  s i t u a t i o n s ,  and i n t e r e s t -

i n g  f e l l o w s  we had do ing  t h e  work. They a l l  h a d  c o l l e g e  de-

g r e e s  of d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s .  We had, a s  I remember i n  New 

O r l e a n s ,  abou t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  men working who had t h e i r  doc-

t o r a t e s  i n  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s .  They, of c o u r s e ,  were l o o k i n g  f o r  

work of any k ind  t h a t  t h e y  cou ld  g e t .  Those f e l l o w s  g rad -

u a l l y  f i l t e r e d  o u t  when t h i n g s  g o t  b e t t e r .  They went i n t o  

t h e  Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  a more, you might  s ay  I 

g u e s s ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  j o b s ,  more i n  keep ing  wi th  t h e i r  educa-

t i o n .  A l o t  of o u r  food and drug  i n s p e c t o r s ,  a s  you k n o w ,  

came u p  t h r o u g h  t h a t  a r e a .  A n d  t h e n ,  a good many of them 

d r i f t e d  i n t o  i n d u s t r y  from t h o s e  j o b s .  

F L :  Your  j o b  was j u s t  s u p e r v i s o r  of t h e  i n s p e c t o r s ?  

MS: I was t h e  s u p e r v i s o r  of t h e  g e n e r a l  o p e r a t i o n  t h e r e .  I 

was i n  c h a r g e  of app rova l  of l a b e l i n g s ,  s u p e r v i s i o n  of 

i n s p e c t o r s ,  e t c .  

F L :  O h ,  you were i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n ?  

MS: I was i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n .  

F L :  I s e e .  

MS: I n e v e r  d i d  f i g u r e  o u t  how we c o u l d  have done i t  o t h e r -

w i s e ,  b u t  t h e y  had t o  submi t  l a b e l i n g  f o r  a p p r o v a l .  And 

t h e y ' d  send  t h e  l a b e l s  i n  and we used t o  have a l o t  of con-

t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  l a b e l  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  who would come i n  and t a l k  

t o  us abou t  l a b e l s  f o r  t h e  f i r m .  A n d  t h e y  would have t o  



s u b m i t ,  I f o r g e t  how many c o p i e s ,  f i v e  o r  t e n  o r  a c e r t a i n  

n u m b e r  o f c o p i e s  o f  l a b e l s  t o  u s  f o r  a p p r o v a l .  We h a d  a 

s t a m p  we p u t  o n  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h o s e  l a b e l s  a n d  t h e  p l a n t  n u m b e r  

a n d  d a t e  a n d  a l l  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  We h a d  t o  p e r s o n a l l y  s i g n  

e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h o s e .  A n d  I g o t  t i r e d  o f  s i g n i n g  l a b e l s .  

F L :  T h e  Amendment  g a v e  t h e m  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p u t  o n  t h e i r  l a b e l ,  

t h a t  i t  was p a c k e d  u n d e r  o u r  s u p e r v i s i o n ?  

MS: As I r e m e m b e r  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  " p r o d u c t i o n  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  

F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . "  T h e n  t h e i r  p l a n t  n u m b e r ,  a n d  

o t h e r  g e n e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  O f  c o u r s e  we h a d  a c o d i n g  s y s t e m  

t h e y  h a d  t o  f o l l o w .  I t  was q u i t e  a n  e f f i c i e n t  o p e r a t i o n .  

I was g o i n g  t o  m e n t i o n  o n e  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t  i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  

We w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  i n s p e c t o r s ,  i n  a h u r r y ,  wh e n  i t  b e c a m e  

e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  S e r v i c e .  T h e n  we 

h a d  t o  r e a l l y  s t a r t  g e t t i n g  i n s p e c t o r s  t h e r e .  Some p e o p l e  

f r o m  o t h e r  FDA o f f i c e s  w e r e  s e n t  i n  o n  t e m p o r a r y  a s s i g n m e n t  

a n d  t h e n  we h i r e d  new p e o p l e  a s  f a s t  a s  we c o u l d .  

I was h i r i n g ,  a n d  g o i n g  a r o u n d  t o  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  o f  t h e  

c o u n t r y  t o  i n t e r v i e w  p r o s p e c t i v e  e m p l o y e e s .  W a s h i n g t o n  s e n t  

me a t e l e g r a m  a b o u t  t h i s  f e l l o w  i n  J a c k s o n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  

w h i c h  was a b o u t  t w o  h u n d r e d  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  New O r l e a n s ;  g a v e  

me h i s  name a n d  a d d r e s s  a n d  h e ' d  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  some c o l l e g e  

t h e r e  a t  J a c k s o n .  I w e n t  u p  t h e r e  a n d  l o c a t e d  t h i s  f e l l o w ,  

w i t h  some d i f f i c u l t y .  He, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  was w o r k i n g  a t  a 

f r e i g h t  h o u s e .  I j u s t  a s s u m e d  t h a t  h e ' d  g r a d u a t e d  a n d  w a s  



l o o k i n g  f o r  3 j o b .  W e l l ,  t h e y  t o l d  me t o  i n t e r v i e w  h i m  and 

s a i d  t h a t  h i s  r e c o r d  l o o k e d  good, h i s  g r a d e s  l o o k e d  g o o d  and  

e v e r y t h i n g ,  and if he l o o k e d  a l l  r i g h t ,  go ahead and  h i r e  

h im .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know how t h e  s n a f u  came up,  b u t  somehow 

o r  a n o t h e r ,  I assumed t h  i s  f e l l o w  t o  be t h e  f e l l o w  t h e y  s a i d  

h e  was. Same name, e t c .  I went ahead and i n t e r v i e w e d  h i m  

and  he was n i c e  a p p e a r i n  g  and seemed v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e  

j o b .  And as  I l o o k  b a c k  on i t  l a t e r ,  he  seemed a l i t t l e  p u z -

z l e d  as t o  why I came t o  s e e  h im,  how I had a t e l e g r a m  w t h  

h i s  name. We1 1 ,  t o  make a l o n g  s t o r y  s h o r t ,  we h i r e d  t h  S 

f e l l o w ,  he came t o  New O r l e a n s ,  and we s t a r t e d  h i m  t h r o u g h  a 

two-week s c h o o l  w h i c h  was t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  we d i d .  He h a d n ' t  

been  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  b u t  j u s t  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  a d a y  o r  

t w o  d a y s  o r  so, when i t  became c l e a r  t o  whoever  was r u n n i n g  

t h e  s c h o o l ,  and I d o n ' t  remember now who had r u n  i t ,  t h a t  

t h i s  f e l l o w  f o r  some r e a s o n  w a s n ' t  g e t t i n g  t h e  i d e a s .  He 

c o u l d n ' t  k e e p  up w i t h  t h e s e  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  W e l l ,  we began  t o  

l o o k  i n t o  i t  a l i t t l e  and what  t h a t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  was t h a t  

t h i s  f e l l o w  was o f  t h e  i d e n t i c a l  name t h a t  t h e  f e l l o w  t h e y  

had g i v e n  me up t h e r e ,  b u t  he  w a s n ' t  t h e  f e l l o w  we t h o u g h t .  

He h a d n ' t  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  c o l l e g e  and t h e  w h o l e  b u s i n e s s  was 

t h a t  i t  was t u s t  t h e  w r o n g  p e r s o n  we h a d  h i r e d .  N i c e  f e l l o w .  

And I remember how b a d  y I f e l t  t o  have t o  go t e l l  h im,  " J o e ,  

w e ' r e  s o r r y  a b o u t  t h i s  b u t  y o u ' r e  n o t  who we t h o u g h t  y o u  

were . "  And I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  t i m e  he  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  I w o n d e r e d  

how t h i s  a l l  came abou  ." W e l l ,  t h e n  i t  g o t  t o  b e  q u i t e  



a l i t t l e  s t a n d - o f f  b e t w e e n  L. M. C l a r k e  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  and  M r .  

L i n t o n  and me, a s  t o  who was g o i n g  t o  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

h i r i n g  t h a t  f e l l o w ,  and  how t h e y  were  g o i n g  t o  p a y  h i m  f o r  

h i s  w o r t .  W e l l ,  1 d o n ' t  know how t h e y  r e s o l v e d  i t .  I t  

seemed t o  me i t  s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  any g r e a t  p r o b l e m ,  

b u t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  i t  d i d .  I f i n a l l y  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  y o u  gave  me 

t h e  name and a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  f e l l o w  I was supposed  t o  i n t e r -

v i e w ,  and  t h a t  i s  t h e  f e l l o w  I i n t e r v i e w e d . "  Anyway, we f i n -

a l l y  g o t  t h i s  f e l l o w  b a c k  t o  J a c k s o n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  and o f f  

o u r  p a y r o l l .  

FL: Those were  o n l y  t e m p o r a r y  j o b s  t o o ,  w e r e n ' t  t h e y ?  

MS:  Yes. They were.  I h a d n ' t  t h o u g h t  o f  t h a t .  They w e r e .  

They  w o r k e d  d u r i n g  t h e  c a n n i n g  season ,  t h e n  t h e y  went  on  

l e a v e .  Then t h e y  wou I d  come b a c k  when t h e  s e a s o n  s t a r t e d  

a g a i n .  I ' d  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  Yes. S u r e  

were.  

FL :  A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  e v e n  t h a t  k i n d  o f  a j o b  o f f e r  

was b e t t e r  t h a n  n o t h i n g .  

M S :  Oh, a b s o l u t e l y .  I d o n ' t  remember what  t h e  s a l a r y  was a t  

t h e  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  i t  was t w o  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  a  

y e a r .  W h a t e v e r  i t  was, a t  t h e  t i m e  i t  was a l o t  o f  money f o r  

t h e m  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were  a l l  b r o k e  and  needed work.  Some 

i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  came o u t  o f  t h a t .  Some o f  t h e s e  y o u n g  

i n s p e c t o r s  ended  u p  m a r r y i n g  g i r l s  f r o m  t h a t  a r e a .  

FL:  O f  c o u r s e ,  a g r e a t  many o f  t hem were  made p e r m a n e n t  

e m p l o y e e s  and wen t  on t o  g r e a t  t h i n g s .  



M S :  They d i d .  We h a d  a l o t  o f  v e r y  f i n e ,  c a p a b l e  p e o p l e  

t h a t  wen t  on  and  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  j o b s  w i t h  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

FL :  You know, y o u  m e n t i o n e d  s o m e t h i n g  t h e r e  t h a t  I t h i n k  I ' d  

l i k e  p i c k  up  on,  aPd t h a t ' s  t h e  s a l a r y .  When y o u  s t a r t e d ,  

w h a t  was t h e  s a l a r y ?  

MS: When I was a p p o i n t e d ,  as a  j u n i o r  i n s p e c t o r ,  t h e  s a l a r y  

was t w o  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  a  y e a r .  T h a t  was t h e  same as  j u n i o r  

chem i s t s .  I d o n ' t  know how l o n g  t h a t  i t  s t a y e d  a t  t h a t  l e v -

e l ,  b u t  s o m e t i m e  n o t  t o o  l o n g  a f t e r ,  I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  i t  

was a f t e r  I l e f t  C h i c a g o ,  seemed t o  me a f t e r  I l e f t  C h i c a g o  

a n d  wen t  t o  S t .  L o u i s  i n  ' 3 2  i s  when t h e y  p a s s e d  a l a w  o r  b y  

p r o c l a m a t i o n  o r  w h a t - h a v e - y o u ,  c u t  a1 1  s a l a r i e s  f i f t e e n  p e r -

c e n t .  So my $166.66,  o f  c o u r s e  t h e r e  was n o  w i t h h o l d i n g  i n  

t h o s e  days ,  was r e d u c e d ,  as  I remember,  t o  a b o u t  $ 1 2 8  a 

mon th .  My w i f e  s a y s  t h a t  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  t h a t  i t  was r e d u c e d  

a l i t t l e  more  t h a n  t h a t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  B u t  I d o  

remember  a f i g u r e  o f  a b o u t  $128 a month.  

F L :  Was t h e r e  a p e r i o d  when y o u  were  f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  f u r l o u g h  

w i t h o u t  pay ,  t o o ?  

M S :  Yes. I t h i n k  we d i d .  I t h i n k  one y e a r  a t  a b o u t  t h a t  

t i m e ,  we h a d  . t o  t a k e ,  I t h i n k ,  a m o n t h ' s  l e a v e  w i t h o u t  pay .  

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  my w i f e  and  I w e r e  r e n t i n g  i n  S t .  L o u i s ,  s o  i t  

was e a s i e r  t o  l e a v e ;  a n d  I had b e e n  t a k i n g  my v a c a t i o n .  I 

h a d  t h r e e  b r o . t h e r s - i n - l a w  who l i v e d  i n  E a s t e r n  A r k a n s a s  i n  



I 

t h e  duck  and q u a i l  c o u n t r y  down t h e r e .  E v e r y  F a l l  I ' d  t a k e  

my v a c a t i o n  and go down t h e r e  and w e ' d  h u n t .  So t a k i n g  a 

m o n t h ' s  v a c a t i o n ,  and I have t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h a t  a l o t ,  F red ,  

d i d n ' t  seem t o  t r o u b l e  me o r  d i d n ' t  t r o u b l e  my w i f e .  H e r e  we 

w e r e  a y o u n g  c o u p l e ,  we j u s t  moved i n  on h e r  p a r e n t s .  I know 

t h e y  d i d n ' t  h a v e  much money. B u t  i t  was n e v e r  made a p o i n t  

w i t h  us o r  a n y t h i n g  and I j u s t  a t e  w e l l ,  l i v e d  w e l l  t h e r e  a t  

h i s  home. P i c k i n ' s  were  r e a l l y  t o u g h ,  b u t  i t  d i d n ' t  w o r r y  

a n y b o d y .  We h a d  a good t i m e  and l i v e d  a l l  r i g h t .  As I say,  

s u s p e c t  i t  w o r r i e d  my f a t h e r - i n - l a w  some. Yes, t h o s e  were  

t o u g h  t i m e s ,  and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  y o u  c o u l d  r e a l l y  e x p l a i n  

t h a t  t o  a y o u n g  p e r s o n  t o d a y ,  F r e d .  They d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d ,  

t h e y  c a n ' t  comprehend  i t .  They  c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t ,  r e a l l y ,  

t h a t  t h i n g s  c o u l d  h a v e  been  s o  bad.  L i k e  r e s p e c t a b l e  p e o p l e ,  

men who had h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  j o b s ,  o u t  s e l l i n g  a p p l e s  on t h e  

s t r e e t ,  and t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  s o r t .  

T h a t  l e a d s  me t o  comment, when we were  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  f o r  

t h e  f r a u d  s c h o o l  was when t h e y  had t h e ,  w h a t  d i d  t h e y  c a l l  

t h a t ,  t h e  March  on W a s h i n g t o n ?  

FL: Oh, t h e  Bonus Army? 

M S :  The Bonus Army. Yes. I remember how t h o s e  f e l l o w s  were  

camped. T h e y  h a d  t h e s e  o i l  drums w i t h  wood t h e y  p i c k e d  up 

down a r o u n d  t h e  r a i l r o a d  y a r d s .  T h a t ' s  when M a c A r t h u r ,  I 

guess,  came i n  t h e r e  a n d  r a n  them o u t  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  

FL :  Yes. I t h i n k  t h a t  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  W o r l d  War I v e t e r a n s  



who were  d e m a n d i n g  a s o l d i e r ' s  bonus t h a t  had been p r o m i s e d  

and n e v e r  been p a i d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  and t h e y  came t h e r e  and  

t h e y  camped on t h e  M a l l .  M a c A r t h u r  was t h e n  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  

o f  t h e  Army, I b e l i e v e .  

MS: Yes. I remember  t h e  Food and D r u g  Admin i s t r a t i o n  l a b s  

back  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w e r e  i n  a l i t t l e ,  o l d ,  r e d ,  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  

o v e r  where  one o f  t h e  b i g  U S D A  b u i l d i n g s  i s  now. V e r y  

c ramped q u a r t e r s  and  v e r y ,  a l m o s t  p r i m i t i v e  l a b  c o n d i t i o n s  

back  i n  t h o s e  d a y s .  

F L :  A l s o ,  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  3 0 ' s  was t h e  E l i x i r  S u l f a n i l a -  

m i d e  t r a g e d y .  Were y o u  a t  a l l  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w - u p  t o  

t h a t  t h i n g ?  

M S :  W e l l ,  F r e d ,  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  I know I was i n  New 

O r l e a n s  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a n d  I do remember, t h a t  t h e r e  was s u c h  

an e x t r e m e  emergency  t h a t  t h e y  t o o k  s e a f o o d  i n s p e c t o r s  and 

s e n t  them o u t  t o  h e l p  r u n  down t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  E l i x i r  

S u l f a n i l a m i d e .  I was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h o s e  f o l l o w - u p s  i n  a t -

t e m p t i n g  t o  run -down  t h e  v e r y  l a s t  ounce  o f  t h a t  t h a t  c o u l d  

b e  l o c a t e d  anywhere .  We r a n  i n t o  t r a g i c  s i t u a t i o n s .  

I remember o n e  s i t u a t i o n  where  t h e  d r u g g i s t  we h a d  gone  

t o  gave u s  t h e  l i s t  o f  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s ,  and  we w e n t  o u t  t o  

t h i s  r u r a l  home, o u t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  where ,  as I remember ,  a 

y o u n g  g i r l  h a d  t h i s  p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  h e r .  I t h i n k  we had a 

c l u e  t h a t  s h e  may h a v e  d i e d .  We g o t  o u t  i n  s i g h t  o f  t h e  home 

and  c o u l d  s e e  c a r s  and p e o p l e  and e v e r y t h i n g  c o l l e c t e d  a t  t h e  



house.  A n d  we knew, t h e n ,  and we de t e rmined  l a t e r ,  i t  was a 

f u n e r a l .  The g i r l  h a d ,  i n  f a c t ,  d i e d ,  a n d  we j u s t  mi s sed  by 

t h a t  much of be ing  a b l e  t o  s ave  he r .  

F L :  Ohmy.  

MS: We l i t e r a l l y  took  t h e  med ic ine  o u t  of t h e  hands o r  

mouths of peop le  t h a t  had t h e  b o t t l e s  wi th  t h e  s t u f f  i n  i t  

t h a t  t h e y  were g e t t i n g  r e a d y  t o  t a k e  or h a d  t a k e n  some of i t .  

I t  was such a s t a r k  t h i n g  t h a t  i t  made q u i t e  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  

I ' m  s u r e  everybody would a g r e e ,  t h a t  i t  was one of t h e  r e a  

s u p p o r t s  f o r  t h e  new d r u g  s e c t i o n  of t h e  law t h a t  came a b o u t .  

F L :  I t  was M a s s e n g i l l  i n  Tennessee .  

MS: O h ,  M a s s e n g i l l .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  B r i s t o l .  A n d  a l l  t h e y  

had done,  r e a l l y ,  was d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  t h e  s u l f a n i l a m i d e  d i s -

s o l v e d  i n  t h e  s o l v e n t .  J u s t  r e a l l y  u n b e l i e v a b l e .  

F red ,  I  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember any more abou t  t h a t  e x c e p t  

t h e  impres s ion  i t  made o n  eve ryone  and how everybody worked 

l i t e r a l l y  day and n i g h t  t r y i n g  t o  r u n  t h a t  s t u f f  down. 

F L :  W i t h  t h e  smal l  number of i n s p e c t o r s  t h a t  we had a t  t h a t  

t ime,  i n s p e c t i o n  work m u s t ' v e  i nvo lved  a l o t  of t r a v e l  d u r i n g  

t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s .  

MS: Well ,  i t  d i d ,  Fred.  I gues s  t h e r e  was a r e s i d e n t  p o s t  

i n  D e t r o i t ,  Memphis, and a few p l a c e s  around i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  

and Western D i s t r i c t s  B u t  i n  t h e  main,  t h e r e  were no r e s i -

d e n t  p o s t s  and i t  meant e x t e n s i v e  t r a v e l  by t h e  l i m i t e d  n u m -

b e r  of i n s p e c t o r s .  They a l l  went on t h e  road and t r a v e l e d  



f o r  l o n g  p e r - o d s .  We t r a v e l e d  b y  t r a i n  and b y  a u t o .  You 

n e v e r  knew when y o u  wen t  o u t  how l o n g  y o u  were  g o i n g  t o  b e .  

Y o u ' d  go f r o m  t o w n  t o  t o w n  and a w a i t  word b y  t e l e g r a m  as  t o  

where  y o u  m i g h t  be  s e n t  n e x t .  I t  r e a c h e d  a p o i n t  t h a t  y o u ' d  

b e  o u t  so l o n g  t h a t  y o u ' d  f i n a l l y  t h i n k ,  "Iwonder  what  w o u l d  

happen i f  I j u s t  f o r g o t  t o  ask  f o r  a t e l e g r a m  a t  t h e  n e x t  

p l a c e  and wen t  on  home." The i n s p e c t o r s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  

d i d  p u t  up  w i t h  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f ,  I w o u l d n ' t  s a y  h a r d s h i p ,  b u t  

i n t e r r u p t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  l i f e  and i t ' s  one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

makes some o f  us f e e l  t h a t  we d o n ' t  e v e r  c a r e  w h e t h e r  we e v e r  

t r a v e l  a g a i n ,  we d i d  so much o f  i t .  I u s e d  t o  go t o  t h e  R i o  

Grande  V a l l e y  i n  t h e  v e g e t a b l e  s h i p p i n g  s e a s o n  and y o u ' d  g o  

down t h e r e  a r d  s t a y  f o r  weeks and weeks a t  a t i m e .  Y o u ' d  go 

home when t h e  s e a s o n  was o v e r .  

F L :  T h a t  was s p r a y  r e s i d u e  w o r k ?  

M S :  S p r a y  r e s i d u e  work .  

F L :  C a l c i u m  a r s e n a t e ?  

M S :  And I b e l i e v e  i t  was c a l c i u m  a r s e n a t e .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  

t h e r e  was a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  And I l e a r n e d  one i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  

down t h e r e .  I t  was a  g r e a t  b r o c c o l i  g r o w i n g  a r e a  and i t ' s  a n  

a p p r o a c h  t h a t  has  come i n  u s e  i n t o  l a t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  ap-

p r o a c h e s  t o  c o n t r o l l i n g  i n s e c t s .  B u t  t h o s e  p e o p l e  down t h e r e  

had l e a r n e d  t o  p l a n t  a c o u p l e  r o w s  o f  b r o c c o l i ,  t h e n  t h e y ' d  

p l a n t  a r o w  o f  m u s t a r d  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h a t .  

Then t h e y ' d  p l a n t  m u s t a r d  a t  t h e  ends  o f  t h e  r o w s  and 



s u r r o u n d  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  mus ta rd  b e c a u s e  t h e y  knew t h a t  t h e  

i n s e c t s  t h a t  worked on t h e  b r o c c o l i ,  r e a l l y  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  

was mus t a rd .  They would p l a n t  t h e  mus t a rd  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  

food f o r  t h e  i n s e c t s  and keep them o f f  of t h e  b r o c c o l  i .  A n d  

i t  t u r n e d  o u t  ve ry  w e l l .  I t  h e l p e d  some. 

F L :  T h a t ' s  when you were working o u t  o f  New Or 1 e a n s ?  

MS: Working o u t  of New O r l e a n s .  

F L :  New O r l e a n s  had most o f  Texas ,  e x c e p t  t h o s e  Wes t e rn  

c o u n t i e s .  

MS: Except  f o r  t h e  ve ry  Western end t h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I t  

had D a l l a s  and Houston a n d  t h e  Rio Grande V a l l e y ,  and t h e  

whole b u s i n e s s .  

F L :  Did you have a r e s i d e n t  a t  D a l l a s  i n  t h o s e  days?  

MS: J u s t  around t h e  t i m e ,  I t h i n k ,  t h a t  I became C h i e f  

I n s p e c t o r  a t  New O r l e a n s ,  and t h e n  just b e f o r e  I l e f t  t h e r e  

t o  go t o  S t .  L o u i s ,  t h e y  d i d  e s t a b l i s h  a r e s i d e n t  i n s p e c t o r  

i n  D a l l a s .  We had a r e s i d e n t  i n  Houston a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a man 

named George B e r r y ,  who d i d  impor t  work a t  Houston and was an 

o l d  naval  s t o r e s  i n s p e c t o r .  I  d o n ' t  know whether  anybody 

e v e r y  hea rd  of them or  n o t .  The re  was a Naval S t o r e s  Act 

t h a t  had t o  do w i th  t u r p e n t i n e  a n d  r o s i n  p u r i t y .  A n d  George 

B e r r y  was an o l d  nava l  s t o r e s  i n s p e c t o r .  A d  he was a 

r e s i d e n t  i n s p e c t o r  i n  Houston . A n d  t h e n ,  I g u e s s ,  B r i a n  

E g g e r t o n ,  was I b e l i e v e  t h e  f  i r s t  r e s i d e n t  n s p e c t o r  we had 

i n  D a l l a s  abou t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I l e f t  New Or eans .  



F L :  Those  n a v a l  s t o r e s  i n s p e c t o r s  came t o  us t h e n  i n  a r e o r -

g a n i z a t i o n  when t h a t  l a w  was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ?  

MS:  It was p a r t  o f  some r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  may h a v e  b e e n  

when t h e  Food  and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o o k  on  t h e  i n s e c t i c i d e  

work .  T h a t  was a b o u t  '28.  

FL:  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h o s e  l a w s ,  a number o f  them,  came t o  u s  

a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e .  

M S :  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  T h e r e  was George  P e r r y ,  and 

t h e n  t h e r e  was a man up i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  w h e r e  t h e y  d i d  a l o t  

o f  t u r p e n t i n e  and  r o s i n  work .  

The t r a v e l  was h a r d .  The p e r - d i e m  was l o w .  B u t  i t  

d i d n ' t  seem t o  w o r r y  anybody  v e r y  much. 

FL:  By t h a t  t i m e  t h e y  were  f u r n i s h i n g  y o u  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  

c a r s ?  

M S :  I seem t o  remember  t h a t  t h e  c a r  f u r n i s h  ng  s t a r t e d  m o s t -  

l y  a b o u t  ' 3 2 .  I know when I went t o  S t .  Lou s i n  ' 3 2 ,  o r  

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  t h e r e ,  I was f u r n i s h e d  a new c a r .  

T h e r e  were ,  I t h i n k ,  some o t h e r  c a r s  t h a t  we e p u r c h a s e d .  I 

b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  when we began  g e t t i n g  some c a r s  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  

w o r k ,  w h i c h  r e a l l y  w a s . a  g r e a t ,  g r e a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  and h e l p e d  

t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  w h o l e  o p e r a t i o n .  I t h i n k  m o s t  S t a t i o n s  

h a d  a v a n  t o  h a u l  m a t e r i a l s ,  n o t  I n s p e c t o r s .  

FL: I n  1938  t h e n ,  t h e  new Food, D r u g  and  C o s m e t i c  A c t  was 

passed.  P a r t  o f  i t  became e f f e c t i v e  i m m e d i a t e l y  and  t h e  r e s t  



a y e a r  l a t e r .  D i d  t h a t  make a  v e r y  marked  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  way 

t h a t  t h i n g s  were  done  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

M S :  F r e d ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  i t  made a m a r k e d  c h a n g e  i n  

t h e  way t h i n g s  were  done.  I t h i n k  i t  gave u s  a g o o d  d e a l  

more  c o n f i d e n c e  and  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  t h i n g s  we were  a l r e a d y  

d o i n g ,  t h e  f a c t o r y  i n s p e c t i o n ,  t h e  s a m p l i n g... Where we had 

come t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  we r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have  v e r y  much au-

t h o r i t y  t o  do  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  and we knew t h a t  we c o u l d  b e  

t h r o w n  o u t  o r  t h i s  c o u l d  be  done o r  t h a t  done,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  

have  t o  c o o p e r a t e .  And I t h i n k  i t  gave us a good f e e l i n g  o f  

c o n f i d e n c e  and w h a t - h a v e - y o u  t o  know t h a t  we now c o u l d  go 

ahead and i n s i s t  on  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we p r e v i o u s l y  h a d  b e e n  

a s k i n g  f o r .  The p r i n c i p a l  changes were  i n  t e r m s  o f  p r o c e d -

u r e ,  r e a l l y  n o t  a n y  g r e a t  change i n  what  we w e r e  d o i n g ,  i t  

was j u s t  t h a t  we f e l t  more  a s s u r e d  and c o m f o r t a b  e i n  what  we 

were  d o i n g .  

As t o  e a r l y  d e v i c e  and c o s m e t i  c work ,  I d o n  t r e a l l y  

remember t o  much. The m o s t  d e v i c e  work  we d i d  w s ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  on  t h e  w o r t h l e s s  d e v i c e s  we w o u l d  r u n  down, and we 

d i d  a good d e a l  o f  wo rk  on  t h o s e .  

F L :  D i d  we g e t  i n t o  t h a t  f a i r l y  soon a f t e r  t h e  new l a w  came 

in?  

M S :  I seem t o  remember t h a t  we d i d ,  F red .  I remember  d o i n g  


a good d e a l  o f  t h a t  m y s e l f .  


FL :  J u n e  o f  ' 3 8  w o u l d  have  been t h e  f i r s t  d a t e .  




M S :  And I d o n ' t  remember when I w o u l d  have Seen d o i n g  t h a t  

b e c a u s e  i t  w o u l d  seem t h a t ,  b y  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t b e  t i m e s  and  

e v e r y t h i n g ,  i t  s h o u l d  have  been  a f t e r  t h e  ' 3 8  l aw .  We c o u l d  

n o t  have been d o i n g  i t  b e f o r e .  

FL:  W e l l ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  f o r  t h a t  y e a r ,  

a p p a r e n t l y  t h e r e  was an e f f o r t  made t o  b e  r e a d y  w i t h  c a s e s  

when t h e  l a w  f i n a l l y  became e f f e c t i v e .  The Annua l  R e p o r t  

t a l k s  a b o u t  t h e  number o f  c a s e s  a g a i n s t  d a n g e r o u s  d r u g s ,  

d a n g e r o u s  c o s m e t i c s ,  and d a n g e r o u s  d e v i c e s  t h a t  were  b r o u g h t  

a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y ... I w o u l d  t h i n k ,  maybe, some o f  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  work had been done ahead o f  t i m e .  

MS:  W e l l ,  i t  may h a v e  b e e n ,  F r e d ,  1 j u s t  do n o t  r e c a l l .  I 

d o  remember w o r k i n g  on t h o s e  w o r t h l e s s  d e v i c e s .  B u t  I ' m  n o t  

c l e a r  as t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t i m e .  

FL :  By t h e  t i m e  t h e  l a w  came i n  i n  ' 3 8 ,  were  you  t h e  

D i r e c t o r  a t  S t .  L o u i s ?  

M S :  I became D i r e c t o r  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  l a w  became e f f e c -

t i v e .  So, I was n o t  as  much p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  m a k i n g  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  as I m i g h t  h a v e  been  e a r l i e r .  I do remember 

i f  y o u  c a l l e d  on t h e  p u r c h a s e r  o f  a  w o r t h l e s s  d e v i c e  y o u  

w o u l d  g e n e r a l l y  f i n d  he had p u r c h a s e d  o t h e r s  w h i c h  he had 

f o u n d  w o r t h l e s s  b u t  w o u l d  s t i l l  b e  i n c l i n e d  t o  b u y  a n o t h e r .  

I n  o t h e r  words ,  "Hope S p r i n g s  E t e r n a l . "  On t h e  s a n i t a t i o n  

work ,  I remember a l o t  o f  t h e  work  on  s a n i t a t i o n  b e c a u s e  

b e i n g  a new t h i n g  f o r  us... And we d i d  g e t  i n v i t e d ,  one way 



I 

o r  a n o t h e r  t o  some o f  t h e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  f o o d  i n d u s t r y  where  

we w o u l d  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  new r e q u i r e m e n t s .  We d i d  a l o t  o f  

f i l t h y  c r e a m  work  back  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  new law .  

do  remember some o f  t h e  m e e t i n g s ,  some o f  t h e  d a i r y  m e e t i n g s ,  

and  t h e  b u t t e r  i n d u s t r y  m e e t i n g s ,  and o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s .  

Y o u ' d  make speeches  and  t r y  t o ,  ( a n d  I ' m  s u r e  must  h a v e  b o r e d  

a l o t  o f  p e o p l e )  go i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  new l a w ,  what  t h e  

l a w  r e q u i r e d .  W e l l ,  i t  a l m o s t  seemed t o  i n v a r i a b l y  t o  t u r n  

o u t ,  i n  my e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  a t t e n d e d  t h e  

m e e t i n g s  were  p e o p l e  t h a t  y o u  had h a d  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  and 

knew were  t r y i n g  t o  do  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g .  The o l d  b o y s  t h a t  

needed t o  be  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h a t  y o u  h a d  t r o u b l e  w i t h  n e v e r  

showed. So, I used t o  wonder  w h e t h e r  i t  r e a l l y  d i d  v e r y  much 

good t o  go t o  t h o s e  m e e t i n g s  and t e l l  t h e m  what  t h e  r e q u i r e -  

m e n t s  o f  t h e  l a w  were .  Y o u ' d  g e t  i n t o  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  

t r y i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  new l a w .  Y o u ' d  t r y  t o  p u t  i t  o n  t h e i r  

l e v e l  w i t h  them as  t o  what  was r e q u i r e d ,  a n d  y o u ' d  s a y  t o  

them,  a n d  I h a v e  s a i d  and  I ' d  t h i n k  a b o u t  i t  a f t e r w a r d s ,  may-

b e  i t  w a s n ' t  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  I c o u l d  s a y  t o  them, " A l l  w e ' r e  

a s k i n g  f o r  i s  f o r  y o u  t o  m a i n t a i n  y o u r  p l a n t  i n  t h e  same k i n d  

o f  s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  y o u r  w i f e  m a i n t a i n s  h e r  k i t c h e n . "  

W e l l ,  someone t o l d  me a f t e r  t h a t ,  "You b e t t e r  ease  u p  o n  t h a t  

a l i t t l e  b e c a u s e  have  y o u  e v e r  b e e n  i n  some o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e ' s  

k i t c h e n s ? "  

S a n i t a t i o n  was k i n d  o f  a h a r d  t h i n g  t o  g e t  a c r o s s ,  i n  a 



way,  b e c a u s e  i t  was somewhat  s u b j e c t i v e .  Ar: y o u ' d  s a y  c l e a n  

and s a n i t a r y  and  w h a t - h a v e - y o u ,  and u n l e s s  y - ~ u  c o u l d  p o i n t  

t o  r e a l  g r o s s  t h i n g s ,  b a c t e r i a  d i d n ' t  mean ve ry  much o f  any-

t h i n g  t o  them.  One o f  t h e  mos t  v i v i d ,  g r a p h ' c  t h i n g s  I e v e r  

r a n  i n t o  was i n  Memphis a t  a c a n d y  p l a n t  t h a t ,  I t h i n k ,  B i l l  

C a r p e n t e r  was t h e  r e s i d e n t  ( b y  t h a t  t i m e  we had a r e s i d e n t  

i n s p e c t o r  i n  Memphi s ) ,  and  B i l l  made an i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

c a n d y  p l a n t  downtown,  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e ?  of  Memphis and  

h e  f o u n d  t h e s e  o l d  t y p e  o f  p u l l - c h a i n  t o i l e t s  w h e r e  you j u s t  

p u l l e d  and  f l u s h e d  t h e  s t u f f  down t h e  t o i l e t .  T h e s e  h u g e ,  

b i g ,  a w f u l  s e w e r  r a t s  were  c l i m b i n g  up th rou ;b  t h o s e  t o i l e t s  

and w e r e  a l l  o v e r  t h a t  p l a c e  a t  n i g h t ,  t r a c k ' i g  t h e i r  f i l t h  

o v e r  t h e  c a n d y .  

S o ,  we d i d  h a v e  some r e a l  work t o  do .  Fnd t h a t ' s  o n e  

t h i n g  t h a t  made i t  p r e t t y  e a s y  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  3 e c a u s e  you had  

s o  many g r o s s  s i t u a t i o n s .  

F L :  They w e r e  s o  h o r r e n d o u s  t h a t .  .. 
MS: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Then a s  t h i n g s  b e g a n  t o  s e t  more  r e f i n e d ,  

t h e  e v i d e n c e  t o  c o n v i c t  g o t  a l i t t l e  more d i l f i c u l t  t o  

p r o d u c e .  

F L :  When we made t h o s e  s p e e c h e s ,  was t h a t  u s u a l l y  a t  t h e  i n -

v i t a t i o n  o f  an i n d u s t r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  

MS: Yes, I t h i n k  s o .  

FL: We d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  go o u t  a n d  p r o m o t e  a  m e e t i n g  o u r -

s e l v e s .  



Y S :  No. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  maybe some o f  b o t h ,  F r e d .  I t h i n k  

b a c k  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  we may h a v e  g o t t e n  some i n t e r e s t e d  

p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  l a w .  I ' m  n o t  c l e a r  on  

t h a t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  we w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  i n v i t e d  o u r s e l v e s  t o  a n  

i n d u s t r y  m e e t i n g .  I f  t h e y  i n v i t e d  u s ,  we t r i e d  t o  go. Some-

t i m e s  y o u ' d  end up  as  t h e  l a s t  man on  t h e  l a s t  day.  T h e y ' d  

p u t  y o u  t h e r e  j u s t  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d .  B u t  we d i d  go t o  a l o t  o f  

i n d u s t r y  m e e t i n g s .  Then some o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  

s e t  o u t  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  us  t h e r e  as  b e s t  t h e y  c o u l d .  They  

t h o u g h t  i t  was t o  e v e r y b o d y ' s  i n t e r e s t .  

F L :  D i d n ' t  some o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a c t u a l l y  p u t  on  t r a i n i n g  

s e s s i o n s  t o o ?  I remember  G e r r y  D o o l i n  f r o m  t h e  C o n f e c t i o n e r s  

A s s o c i a t i o n . .  . 
M S :  Candy i n d u s t r y ?  Yes. I t h i n k  t h e y  i d ,  as  i t  came 

a l o n g .  I t h i n k  t h e  i n d u s t r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  d i d .  I know t h e  

b u t t e r  and  c h e e s e  man i n  C h i c a g o  d i d .  A e l l o w  named Ed 

Gommitz .  He was k i n d  o f  a l e a d e r  i n  t h a t  f i e l d ,  t r y i n g  t o  

g e t  t h e  p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  w o u l d  a r r a n g  f o r  u s  t o  t a l k  t o  

h i s  p e o p l e .  They  w o u l d  t r y  and we w o u l d  t r y  t o  h e l p  them, t o  

g e t  a s p e a k e r  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n .  I t  was a l w a y s  more  i m p r e s s i v e  

a n d  b e t t e r  i n  t e r m s  o f  t u r n - o u t  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  g e t  some 

W a s h i n g t o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  come a n d  t a l k  t o  them. I g u e s s  

t h e y  d i d  some good,  b u t  I a l w a y s  u s e d  t o  wonder .  I a l w a y s  

wondered ,  l i k e w i s e ,  a b o u t  t h e  e f f o r t s  a t  consumer  e d u c a t i o n .  

I g o t  v e r y  d i s c o u r a g e d  a b o u t  c o n s u m e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  I 



f e l t  consumers. . .  They  w e r e n ' t  g e n e r a l l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  

c o n s u m e r s ,  t h e y  were  g r o u p s  o f  s p e c i a l  i n t r e s t  c o n s u m e r s  who 

were  v e r y  much i n t e r e s t e d .  B u t  consumers ,  i n  t h e  m a i n ,  I 

t h i n k  p r e t t y  much s a i d ,  "Id o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  s o  go away and  

d o n ' t  b o t h e r  me." 

FL:  They t o o k  i t  on f a i t h ?  

M S :  They  t o o k  i t  on f a i t h ,  o r  j u s t  f i g u r e d  w h a t e v e r  i t  was, 

n o t  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  i t .  When I was w i t h  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  I n e v e r  d i d  f e e l  t h a t  we accomp l  i s h e d  t h e  

b e s t  k i n d  o f  j o b  on  consumer  e d u c a t i o n .  I n e v e r  d i d  q u i t e  

know why, e x c e p t  t h o u g h t ,  somehow, we h a d n ' t  g o t t e n  t h e i r  

a t t e n t i o n . And I t h i n k ,  as t i m e  has  gone on,  and as  more  and  

m o r e  spec i a l  i n t e  e s t  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  consumer  a r e a  h a v e  g o t t e n  

i n t o  i t ,  I t h i n k  t ' s  become a b e t t e r  j o b  o f  consumer  e d u c a -

t i o n .  I s t i l l  r a i s e  my e y e b r o w s  and wonder  w h e t h e r  some of 

t h e s e  l a b e l i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  been  i m p o s e d  a r e  r e a l l y  

g o i n g  t o  pay  o f f ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  c o s t s  as a g a i n s t  

consumer  g a i n s .  

I t h i n k  t h e  b i g g e s t  e x a m p l e  o f  how some l a b e l i n g  e f f o r t s  

f a l l  on  t h e i r  f a c e  were  u n d e r  t h e  S p e c i a l  D i e t a r y  F o o d  Law. 

S p e c i a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h e r e  on a r t i f i c i a l  s w e e t e n e r s  r e q u i r e d  

an  a d m o n i t i o n  t o  u s e  o n l y  b y  t h o s e  who s h o u l d  c u r t a i l  t h e i r  

s w e e t s ,  o r  w h a t e v e r  t h e  l a n g u a g e  was. 

FL :  C u r t a i l  t h e i r  i n t a k e  o f  s w e e t s  o r  s o m e t h i n g ?  

M S :  W h a t e v e r  i t  was. I t  was j u s t  as  b a d  as a c i g a r e t t e  



w a r n i n g  i s  t o d a y ,  I guess .  And, as y o u  know, t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  

s w e e t e n e r s  became w i d e s p r e a d  i n  t h e i r  u s e  i n  a l l  f o o d s .  And 

nobody  e v e r  o a i d  any  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  w a r n i n g  o r  r e a l l y  knew 

a b o u t  i t  a t  a1 1. 

I d o n ' t  know w h a t ' s  b e i n g  done t o d a y  on consumer  educa -

t i o n .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  m a t t e r  o f  t i m e  t h a t ,  as  y e a r s  go b y ,  

consumers  w i l l  l e a r n  more  and  more  b a s i c  t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  

f o o d  s u p p l y .  

I t h i n k ,  back  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  when I came i n ,  i t  was 

p r e t t y  r o u t i n e ,  t h e  t h i n g s  y o u  worked  on. They,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

t r i e d  t o  do  enough  e x p e r i m e n t a l  wo rk  t o  d e v e l o p  u s e f u l  en-

f o r c e m e n t  d a t a  l i k e  l o s s  o f  m o i s t u r e  i n  b u t t e r  and  c h e e s e  

when i t  was s h i p p e d .  You g e t  enough b a c k g r o u n d  work t o  be  

a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  c a s e s  s h o w i n g  t o o  much m o i s t u r e  o r  t o o  l o w  

f a t  o r  t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  s o r t .  As I say ,  i t  was a p r e t t y  r o u -

t i n e  app roach .  

On t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  I a l w a y s  

- I s a y  a l w a y s ,  I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  I a l w a y s  d i d  o r  n o t  -
c e r t a i n l y  when I was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  work  i n  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  my p h i l o s o p h y  was t h a t  i t  h a d  t o  b e  p r e t t y  much, 

a s  much as y o u  c o u l d ,  an e v e n - h a n d e d  a p p r o a c h .  You c o u l d n ' t  

p i c k  one f i r m  i n  one  c i t y  i n  one i n d u s t r y  and go a f t e r  h i m  

and  g i v e  h i m  a h a r d  t i m e  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  

o t h e r s .  I t h o u g h t  i t  was n o t  a f a i r  way t o  a p p r o a c h  i t  and  

n o t  good f o r  t h e  F o o d  and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  n o t  good  



f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  So, I t h o u g h t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be an e v e n -

handed  a p p r o a c h .  I u s e d  t o  p i c k  an i n d u s t r y  t h a t  I t h o u g h t  

n e e d e d  a t t e n t i o n  and  we w o u l d  t r y ,  when I was i n  S t .  L o u i s  

and C h i c a g o ,  t o  f e r r e t  o u t  t h e  names o f  e v e r y  company o r  

e v e r y  f i r m  i n  o u r  d i s t r i c t  engaged i n  t h a t  b u s i n e s s ,  and  we 

w o u l d  send  o u t  i n s p e c t i o n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  c o v e r  a l l  o f  t h o s e .  

T h a t  was one t h i n g .  And i f  y o u  c o u l d n ' t  d e a l  w i t h  an  i n d u s -

t r y  and c o u l d n ' t  make a n  i m p a c t  on  i t ,  I a l w a y s  f e l t  t h a t  y o u  

b e t t e r  l e t  i t  a l o n e  and  d e a l  w i t h  one a t  a t i m e .  G e t  t h e  

w o r s t  ones f i r s t  and  t h e n  move o n t o  t h e  o t h e r s  i f  y o u  c o u l d .  

B u t  t r y  t o  do i t  on an  i n d u s t r y - t o - i n d u s t r y  b a s i s  as w e l l  as 

y o u  c o u l d .  

I a l w a y s  f e l t ,  F r e d ,  and t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  w o r r i e s  me t o -

day ,  and  I r e a l i z e  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  o f  p r a c t i c a  i t i e s  t o d a y  

and a l o t  o f  c h a n g e s ,  b u t  i t  a l w a y s  w o r r i e d  me t o  n e g l e c t  t o  

e n f o r c e  t h e  l a w  i n  a n y  a r e a .  I a l w a y s  had  t h e  f e e l i n g ,  a n d  

u s e d  t o  e x p r e s s  t h a t  f e e l i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  t h  n g  w o r s e  t h a n  

no  l a w  i s  h a v i n g  a l a w  t h a t  y o u  d o n ' t  e n f o r c e .  I s t i l l  f e e l  

t h a t  t h a t ' s  b a d  p s y c h o  o g y  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y  t h a t ' s  a f f e c t e d ,  

bad  p s y c h o l o g y  f o r  c o n  umers  and f o r  t h e  Food  and  D r u g  Admin -  

i s t r a t i o n .  I t  c r e a t e s  a b a d  name f o r  t h e  Food  and D r u g  Ad- 

m i n i s t r a t i o n .  They  d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  why t h e y  see  t h i n g s  t h a t  

seem t o  b e  v i o l a t i o n s  and  why FDA d o e s n ' t  do s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  

i t .  

I 



So, i t  w o r r i e s  me t o  see C o n g r e s s  pass  l a w s  and r e g u l a -

t i o n s  w r i t t e q  c a l l i n g  f o r  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t h a t  a r e  n o t  l k e l y  t o  

b e  e n f o r c e d .  J u s t  t o  h a u l  o f f  and  p a s s  r e g u l a t i o n s  c a l l i n g  

f o r  c e r t a i n  . t h i n g s  w i t h o u t  a n y  i d e a  o f  y o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  e n -

f o r c e  i t ,  I d e s p a i r  o f  t h a t ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  bad. 

I n  t e r m s  o f  consumer  i m p o r t a n c e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t ' s  

a l w a y s  been t h e  p r i m a r y  f a c t o r .  We h a d  t h a t  p r o b l e m  t h e r e  i n  

t h e  B u r e a u  o f  E n f o r c e m e n t  t h a t  w e ' d  h a v e  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  c e r -

t a i n  p r o g r a m s  t r y i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  them. I remember one i n s p e c -

t o r  I u s e d  t 3  h a v e  t h e r e  t h a t  was w o r k i n g  on  s p e c i a l  d i e t a r y  

f o o d s  and h e  w o u l d  come i n  w i t h  some c a s e  h e  t h o u g h t  was v e r y  

i m p o r t a n t .  I t  w o u l d  b e  o f  much l e s s  consumer  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

t h a n  o t h e r  t h i n g s  and I u s e d  t o  s a y  t o  h im ,  " S u r e l y  we m u s t  

h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  more  i m p o r t a n t  t o  do  t h a n  t h i s  t o  s p e n d  o u r  

t i m e  on." Yy p h i l o s o p h y  a l s o ,  F r e d ,  i f  y o u  have t o  h i t  a 

f i r m  o r  had  t o  h i t  an  i n d u s t r y ,  h i t  t h e m  h a r d .  Get  t h e i r  a t -

t e n t i o n .  Y O J  know t h e  o l d  D o c t o r  D u n b a r  s t o r y ,  f i r s t  t i m e  I 

e v e r  h e a r d  i t  a b o u t  h i t t i n g  a  m u l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  e y e s  w i t h  a 

r a i l .  I t h o u g h t  i t  was h i g h l y  c o n d u c i v e  t o  good c o m p l i a n c e  

was t o  h i t  h a r d  when y o u  h i t .  R e a l l y  g e t  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n .  

Y o u ' d  ge t s o m e t h i n g  done  t h e n .  You h i t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  o f  t h e m  

h a r d  and t h e y  g e t  some p u b l i c i t y  on  i t ,  y o u  had no  p r o b l e m s  

w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h a t  i n d u s t r y  f o r  a w h i l e .  Naming i n d i v i d -  

u a l s  as  d e f e n d a n t s  a l w a y s  h a d  a v e r y  s a l u t o r y  e f f e c t  t o o .  

I had  a p h i l o s o p h y  a l s o  t h a t  i t  was b e t t e r  t o  a b a t e  a 



c a s e  t h a t  was n o t  r e a l l y  s t r o n g  and w a i t  f o r  a b e t t e r  one. 

I n s p e c t o r s  w o u l d  t h i n k  t h e y  had a good c a s e  and we w o u l d  

p e r h a p s  c i t e  them t o  a  h e a r i n g  on i t .  W h i l e  we w o u l d  have 

some e v i d e n c e  t h e y  w o u l d  p r o c l a i m  good f a i t h  and t h a t  t h e y  

w a n t e d  t o  do t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g .  I had a p r a c t i c e ,  F r e d ,  i n  

t h o s e  c a s e s  where  y o u  d i d n ' t  have  a  p r e v i o u s  r e c o r d  and where  

p r o o f  was g o i n g  t o  be a l i t t l e  t o u g h  and y o u  were  g o i n g  t o  

spend  a good  d e a l  o f  t i m e  on i t ,  maybe u n s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  I 

w o u l d  j u s t  p u t  t h o s e  on a h o l d  b a s i s ,  t e m p o r a r y  b a s i s ,  and 

w e ' d  w r i t e  a new a s s i g n m e n t  on  t h a t  f i r m  and w e ' d  f o l l o w - u p  

o n  h im.  Theri i f  we c a u g h t  h i m  a g a i n ,  t h e n  w e ' d  have  a h i s -

t o r y  on h i m .  I t  was amaz ing  how e a s y  i t  was i f  y o u  h a d  a 

h i s t o r y  o f  v i o l a t i o n s  on a company as a g a i n s t  one v i o l a t i o n .  

Good f a i t h  c l a i m s  no l o n g e r  h e l p e d  them w i t h  a  c o u r t  o r  j u r y .  

So, I u s e d  t h e  o l d  adage, " G i v e  them enough r o p e  and t h e y ' l l  

hang  t h e m s e l v e s . "  We w o u l d  j u s t  p u t  t h a t  c a s e  a s i d e  and s a y ,  

" L e t  h i m  a l o n e ,  b u t  w e ' l l  p u t  h i m  down f o r  f u r t h e r  

a t t e n t i o n . "  Once i n  a w h i l e ,  y o u ' d  f i n d  t h e y  w e r e  s i n c e r e  

and t h e y  w o u l d  do t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  and g o t  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  

B u t  a g r e a t  many t i m e s  y o u ' d  go b a c k  i n  a f e w  m o n t h s  o r  a  

y e a r  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l a t e r ,  y o u ' d  f i n d  h i m  r i g h t  back  d o i n g  what  

h e  was d o i n g  b e f o r e .  And t h e n  i t  was e a s y  t o  b r i n g  a 

c o n v i n c i n g  c a s e .  

So, t h o s e  w e r e  some o f  my f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

FL :  D i d  y o u  see, any  r e a l  change i n  t h e  way we o p e r a t e d  



b r i n g i n g  c a s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  3 0 ' s  and 4 0 1 s ,  i n  C a m p b e l l ' s  t i m e  

t h a n  u n d e r  t h e  l a t e r  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ?  

M S :  Yes, I d i d ,  I t h i n k .  And I d o n ' t  know, F r e d ,  w h e t h e r  i t  

was b e c a u s e  I was c l o s e r  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  t o  wha t  was g o i n g  o n  

a t  t h e  t o p  t h a n  I was when I was o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  as an i n -

s p e c t o r  o r  o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s ,  and d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know t h e  i n n e r  

w o r k i n g s  o f  wha t  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  some d e c i s i o n s .  I remember we 

u s e d  t o  g e t  some d e c i s i o n s  on c a s e s  o u t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  i n  t h e  

f i e l d  t h a t  w o u l d  make me v e r y  unhappy.  I ' d  t h i n k ,  " H e r e  was 

a good c a s e  and y o u  s h o u l d ' v e  a p p r o v e d  i t . "  And t h e y  d i d n ' t .  

I t  seemed t o  me t h a t ,  as we went  a l o n g  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  Commis-

s i o n e r s  t h a t  t h e y  were  n o t  as " h a r d - n o s e d "  as M r .  C a m p b e l l .  

I remember one t i m e  t h a t  we had some O.T.C. c a s e s  g o i n g  i n  

C h i c a g o .  The S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  R e t a i l  

D r u g g i s t s  was l o c a t e d  i n  C h i c a g o  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  He was t o u g h  

and h a r d  t o  d e a l  w i t h .  He s o r t  o f  h a d  one  o f  o u r  C o m m i s s i o n -

e r s  s o r t  o f  kow-towed,  I t h i n k ,  a l i t t l e  a f r a i d  o f  h im .  T h i s  

man was a f t e r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  t o  make u s  ease  up i n  t h e  

C h i c a g o  d i s t r i c t  a r e a  on c a s e s  we were  b r i n g i n g  a g a i n s t  d r u g -  

g i s t s .  I remember,  one  t i m e ,  t h i s  C o m m i s s i o n e r  s a i d  t o  me, 

"Iwant  y o u  t o  g e t  a  h o l d  o f  h i m, h e ' s  v e r y  u p s e t ,  and i n v i t e  

h i m  t o  come i n  and see you.  What I w a n t  y o u  t o  do  i s  t o  make 

h i m  happy,  b u t  d o n ' t  g i v e  h i m  a n y t h i n g . "  I s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  

be  g l a d  t o  s e e  h im ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  b i g  o r d e r  

R i g h t  i n  my l a s t  y e a r s  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  we were  e a s i n g  



some, and I h a t e d  t o  s e e  i t .  Of c o u r s e ,  I was s o  i n t o  t h e  

en fo rcemen t  end t h a t  maybe I j u s t  d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  whole p i c -

t u r e .  B u t  we had one c a s e  t h e r e  when I was i n  t h e  Bureau of 

Enforcement ,  a ve ry  well-known company, b i n  t h e  food  

f i e l d ,  had been c a u g h t  by an i n s p e c t o r  i n  i n c i n n a t i  j u s t  

hands-down, s h o r t - w e i g h t i n g  c e r e a l  goods And what happened 

was,  t h e y  had d e v i s e d  a new way of p u f f i n g  u p  t h e i r  c e r e a l ,  

i t  was a p u f f e d  c e r e a l  of some s o r t ,  and t h e y  were a b l e  t o  

puf f  i t  u p  b i g g e r .  And t h e  amount of t h e  p u f f e d - u p  p r o d u c t  

t h e y  c o u l d  p u t  i n  t h e  m i l l i o n s  of empty c a r t o n s  t h e y  had 

r e a d y  t o  p u t  i t  i n  w i t h  t h e  ne t  weigh t  on ,  b u t  t h e  package  

w o u l d n ' t  hold t h a t  amount of t h e  new p roduc t  d e c l a r e d  on t h e  

l a b e l .  The i n s p e c t o r  was a b l e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  

down t h e  l i n e  t o l d  t h e  p e o p l e  u p  t h e  l i n e ,  what t h e  prob lem 

was and t h e  p e o p l e  u p  t h e  l i n e  t o l d  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  

Chicago t h a t  t h e y  had t h i s  problem. B u t  t h e y  went a h e a d ,  

d e l i b e r a t e l y  p u t t i n g  o u t  t h i s  s h o r t - w e i g h t  p r o d u c t .  

C i n c i n n a t i  c i t e d  them t o  a h e a r i n g .  They had n o  d e f e n s e .  As 

I remember we named a  c o u p l e  of them p r e t t y  h igh -up  i n d i v i d -

u a l s  i n  a p roposed  p r o s e c u t i o n .  We went ahead wi th  t h a t  

c a s e .  I g u e s s  we h a d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  f i l e d  t h e  c a s e .  B u t ,  a t  

t h a t  t i m e ,  I began t o  be approached  by some of t h e  head 

p e o p l e  i n  t h a t  company, and they  d i d n ' t  make any p r o g r e s s  

w i th  me b e c a u s e  I knew i t  was a f l a g r a n t  v i o l a t i o n .  I remem-

b e r  s a y i n g  t o  t h i s  ve ry  t o p  m a n  who came t o  s e e  me, I s a i d ,  



"Mr .  So -and -so ,  y o u ' r e  one o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  t h i s  i n d u s t r y . "  

" Y o u ' r e  c a u g h t  r e d - h a n d e d  i n  d e c e  i v i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  h e r e  w i t h  

t h e  s h o r t  w e i g h t s  on t h i s  p r o d u c t . "  I s a i d ,  "How c o u l d  y o u  

e x p e c t  me, i n  good c o n s c i e n c e ,  t o  b r i n g  a n o t h e r  c a s e  i n  t h i s  

f i e l d  o f  s h o r t - w e i g h t  i f  I d e c i d e d  t o  a b a t e  t h i s  c a s e  a g a i n s t  

y o u . "  I s a i d ,  " I  c o u l d  n o t ,  i n  good  c o n s c i e n c e ,  b r i n g  a n o t h -  

e r  c a s e ,  and y o u ' l l  j u s t  h a v e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t . "  W e l l ,  t h e y  

went  t o  t h e  t h e n  C o m m i s s i o n e r  and  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  h i m  

t h a t  I s h o u l d  be c a l l e d  o f f .  W e l l ,  he  d i d n ' t  t e l l  me t o  c a l l  

i t  o f f .  B u t  he  d i d n ' t  t e l l  me n o t  t o .  He t h o u g h t  we w e r e  

p r e s s i n g  p r e t t y  h a r d ,  b u t  h e  d i d n ' t  i n t e r c e d e .  We s t u c k  w i t h  

i t .  We p r o s e c u t e d  them. They e n t e r e d  p l e a s  o f  gu i l t y .  

B u t  I have  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t ,  F r e d ,  as  a r e s u l t  o f  t h a t ,  

t h a t  t h a t  was one o f  t h e  b a s i c  t h i n g s  t h a t  caused  t h e  r e o r -

g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  E n f o r c e m e n t .  I was " k i n d  o f  o u t  

o f  c o n t r o l , "  and  I g u e s s  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e r e  were  " t a i l s  

w a g g i n '  t h e  cog."  T h a t ' s  when t h e y  changed  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o -

c e d u r e s  and s p r e a d  i t  a r o u n d  and w h a t - h a v e - y o u .  We w e r e  

r e a l l y  g o i n g  a f t e r  l a w  v i o l a t o r s .  Be tween  o u r  p e o p l e  who 

were  h e l p i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  c a s e s  and M i l s t e a d ' s  g r o u p  t h a t  

was h e l p i n g  p r o s e c u t e ,  we were  d o i n g  p r e t t y  good. As I say ,  

I ' v e  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  we had o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  

g r o u p  t h a t  I e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n y w h e r e  i n  FDA. 

FL:  You s p o k e  a l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  d e v e l o p i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  as  t o  

w h a t  k i n d s  o f  work  we s h o u l d  u n d e r t a k e  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s .  Can 



y o u  t e l l  me s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  how t h a t  was done, s a y ,  b e f o r e  

t h e  t h r e e  o l d  d i s t r i c t s :  E a s t e r n ,  C e n t r a l ,  a ~ dW e s t e r n ,  w e r e  

d i s s o l v e d ?  Who d e c i d e d  t h a t ?  

MS:  The heads  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  d i d  w i t h  g u i d a n c e  f r o m  

W a s h i n g t o n .  T h r o u g h  g u i d e l i n e s  t h e y  had,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  

b y  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  w i t h  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  O f f i c e  

i n  W a s h i n g t o n .  We u s e d  t o  h o l d  D i s t r i c t  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  where  

w e ' d  g e t  t o g e t h e r  as  S t a t i o n  C h i e f s ,  t h e y  were  t h e n ,  and  we 

w o u l d  work  up  p l a n s  f o r  o u r  y e a r ' s  p rog ram.  What we i n t e n d e d  

t o  do.  The p u r p o s e ,  o b j e c t i v e  t h e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  one was t o  

g e t  u s  i n t o  t h i n g s  t h a t  were  a h i g h e r  d e g r e e  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  

and  t o  be s u r e  t h a t  we a l l  we re  w o r k i n g  a l o n g  t h e  same l i n e s .  

I t h i n k  i t  w o r k e d  p r e t t y  w e l l .  

F L :  You m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  a b o u t  when we d i d  away w i t h  t h a t  

management  s y s t e m  and made a l l  t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c e s  d i s t r i c t s ,  

r e p o r t i n g  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  W a s h i n g t o n ,  y o u  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  y o u  

t h o u g h t  t h a t  was an u n n e c e s s a r y  l a y e r .  Was t h e r e  a l s o  a 

p r o b l e m  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s  were  g o i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

d i r e c t i o n s ?  Was t h a t  a p r o b l e m ?  

M S :  Oh, I ' m  s u r e  so. O f  c o u r s e ,  some o f  i t  was u n d e r s t a n d -

a b l e  b y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

i n d u s t r i e s .  B u t  i n  t e r m s  o f  p h i l o s o p h y ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  was 

some d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a p p r o a c h e s .  I t h i n k  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i t  

p r o b a b l y  wen t  t o  t h e  man i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t .  T h a t  i s  

h e  w o u l d  depend  on h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  he was a 



s t r i c t l y  r e g u l a t o r y  man, e n f o r c e m e n t  man. I u sed  t o  t h i n k  

t h a t  t h e r e  was a r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  e n f o r c e -

ment  a c t i v i t y  i n  one  o f  t h o s e  o l d  s t a t i o n s  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

m a n ' s  u p b r i n g i n g ,  you m i g h t  s a y .  I f  h e  d i d n ' t  happen  t o  h a v e  

a n  e n f o r c e m e n t  b a c k g r o u n d  a s  an i n s p e c t o r ,  t h e n ,  i t  s eemed  t o  

me, t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  p u s h  a s  h a r d  on t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  p r o g r a m .  I 

d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  i t  was t r u e  o r  n o t ,  F r e d .  I t  was a f e e l -

i n g  I had .  

FL: W e l l ,  I c o u l d  c i t e  you one  e x c e p t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  and  

t h a t  was Sam A l f e n d ,  who came o u t  o f  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  a n d  was a 

r e a l  h a r d  c h a r g e r .  

MS: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He s u r e  was. And Sam F i n e  was a n o t h e r  

one  w h o  d i d  t h e  same t h i n g .  

MS: I s u p p o s e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h e  l a w ,  I had  

j u s t  come t o  S t .  L o u i s  a s  t h e  head of  t h e  D i s t r i c t  t h e r e  f r o m  

New O r l e a n s .  G e o r g e  L a r r i c k  came o u t  t h e r e ,  a n d  G e o r g e  and  I  

g u e s s ,  t h e  C h i e f  C h e m i s t  and  t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  and maybe 

some o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  we s a t  down and we worked u p  a work p r o -

gram f o r  t h e  y e a r  f o r  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  d i s t r i c t .  I t  was v e r y  

i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  G e o r g e  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  and  e n t h u s i a s t i c .  

I remember  we e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s p i n a c h  and 

b e a n s  c a n n i n g  f r o m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  bo u l i s m .  We worked i n  

a l o t  o f  t h e  c a n d y  i n d u s t r y  i n  t e r m s  o f  s a n i t a t i o n .  I ' m  s u r e  

i t  was r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h e  l a w  t h a t  G e o r g e ,  a p -

p a r e n t l y ,  w a n t e d  t o  k i n d  of  set  u p  a p i  o t  p r o g r a m  o f  p l a n s  



f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Now, w h e t h e r  i t  had  n o t  been  d o n e  b y  

o t h e r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  w h e t h e r  h e  j u s t  p i c k e d  S t .  L o u i s  t o  

come and  do  i t ,  I d o n ' t  know. I remember  George  was t h e r e  and 

i t  was, I t h o u g h t ,  a v e r y  good p i e c e  o f  w o r k .  

T h e r e  was so  much w o r k  t o  do i n  t h e  s a n i t a t i o n  f i e l d  and 

i n  t h e  d r u g  f i e l d  b u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  we d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  o f  t h e  

S h e r l e y  Amendment w o r k  t o  do anymore. B u t  t h e  e m p h a s i s  a t  

t h a t  t i m e ,  I t h i n k ,  was g r e a t l y  on  f o o d  w o r k .  On s a n i t a t i o n  

and f i l t h  and t h i n g s  we were  a b l e  t o  do t h a t  we h a d n ' t  been 

a b l e  t o  do .  Then i t  g o t ,  as I say, more  r e f i n e d ,  and  t h e  

i n s p e c t o r s  became more  e x p e r t  s a n i t a r i a n s .  They  s t a r t e d  

t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  as e v i d e n c e .  Then y o u  remember t h e y  h a d  t o  

s e r v e  n o t i c e  t o  i n s p e c t ,  and w r i t e  o u t  w h a t  was w r o n g  and 

t e l l  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  p l a n t  wha t  h a d  b e e n  f o u n d  

w r o n g .  

FL:  A f t e r  t h e  C a r d i f f  D e c i s i o n  t h a t  i n v a l i d a t e d  t h e  i n s p e c -

t i o n  l a w  and t h e  C o n g r e s s  t h e n  p a s s e d  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  a u t h o r -

ity .  

M S :  Was t h a t  when t h a t  was. Oh y e s ,  I ' d  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t .  

C a r d i f f  was an a p p l e  g r o w e r  as I remember.  

FL: He was o u t  i n  S e a t t l e .  

MS: I n  S e a t t l e .  

FL :  He was a d e h y d r a t e d  a p p l e  p r o c e s s o r .  

MS: Oh y e s .  I knew h e  was m i x e d  up  i n  a p p l e s .  Yes. 

FL:  T h a t ' s  when t h e y  came a r o u n d  t h e n  t o  p a s s  a new i n s p e c -

t i o n  a u t h o r i t y  s e c t i o n .  T h a t ' s  when t h e y  p u t  i n  t h e  r e q u i r e -  

ment . .  . 



M S :  I ' d  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t ,  F r e d .  B u t  I d o  remember t h a t  now. 

C a r d i f f  was a t h o r n  i n  o u r  s i d e .  

F L :  Yes, he  s u r e  was. 

M S :  Even b e f o r e  t h e  new l a w ,  we w o r k e d  on p o u l t r y  i n  

C h i c a g o .  A l o t  o f  decomposed and d i s e a s e d  p o u l t r y .  We f o u n d  

d e p l o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  I t  was some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t ,  as  a 

y o u n g  i n s p e c t o r ,  I g o t  i n t o  t h e r e  i n  C h i c a g o .  They  w o u l d  

s h i p  and t h e y  w o u l d  c o l l e c t . . .  I d o n ' t  remember w h e t h e r  i t  

was s h i p p e d  d r e s s e d  f r e s h  i n  i c e  o r  f r o z e n ,  b u t  t h e y  d e a l t  i n  

c u l l  p o u l t r y .  These p l a n t s  where  t h e y  d r e s s e d  p o u l t r y ,  i f  a 

b i r d  were  d i s e a s e d  o r  dead  o r  w h a t - h a v e - y o u ,  t h e y  w o u l d  j u s t  

t h r o w  i t  i n  a b a r r e l .  I remember t h e s e  b i g  b a r r e l s  t h a t  

w o u l d  come s h i p p e d  i n t o  C h i c a g o ,  c u l l  p o u l t r y ,  and y o u ' d  have  

t o  g e t  i n t o  t h o s e  and I g u e s s  t h e y  were  f r o z e n  b y  t h a t  t i m e  

and  h a d  been i n  t h e  warehouse .  Then  g e t  t hem o u t  and  d i g  i n  

them. I t  was amaz ing  t h e  k i n d  o f  p o u l t r y  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  s h i p -  

ped i n  t h e r e  f o r  f o o d  use. T h e i r  e x p l a n a t i o n  o r  e x c u s e  was 

t h a t  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  a c a n c e r  on  a l e g  o r  a s i d e  o r  

somewhere e l s e  o r  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  had happened,  why t h e r e  was 

n o t h i n g  wrong  w i t h  c u t t i n g  t h a t  o u t  and  u s i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  

c h i c k e n .  We d i d  a l o t  o f  work o f  t h a t  k i n d .  We d i d  i n c u b a t o r  

r e j e c t  egg work  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I g u e s s  we d i d  more o f  t h a t  l a -

t e r .  They  were  r e a l l y ,  y o u  m i g h t  say ,  n o t  r e a l l y  r e p r e s e n t a -  

t i v e  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  g e n e r a l l y .  They  w e r e  p e o p l e  who w e r e  

c l e a r l y  k n o w i n g l y  f l o u t i n g  t h e  l a w .  I t  was a b o o t l e g  b u s i -  



n e s s .  I t  was an a w f u l l y  i m p r e s s i v e  t h i n g  t o  see wha t  t h e y  

w o u l d  s h i p  a r o u n d  and  e x p e c t  t o  b e  s e r v e d  t o  p e o p l e  t o  e a t .  

I t  made y o u  f e e l  a l i t t l e  l i k e  y o u  d i d n ' t  want  t o  e a t  i n  

r e s t a u r a n t s  o r  y o u  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  e a t  c e r t a i n  f o o d s  w h e r e  

t h e y  c o u l d  h i d e  t h i n g s  f r o m  you.  C h i c k e n  a l a  k i n g  f o r  

example .  

FL :  W e l l  t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s  u l t i m a t e l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  s p e c i a l  

l a w s  o f  c o n t i n u o u s  i n s p e c t i o n .  

MS: Yes, i t  u l t i m a t e l y  ended  i n  t h e  P o u l t r y  I n s p e c t i o n  Law. 

F L :  And t h e  egg l a w  t o o .  

M S :  And t h e  e g g  l a w .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know. Were t h e y  e v e r  

u n d e r  c o m p u l s o r y  i n s p e c t i o n ?  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so, were  t h e y ?  I 

t h i n k  t h a t  was a g r a d i n g  l a w .  

FL:  I guess  t h a t  happened  a f t e r  y o u r  r e t i r e m e n t .  T h e r e  i s  

now an Egg I n s p e c t i o n  A c t ,  t o o .  

MS: Oh, i s  t h a t  s o ?  It was a s e r v i c e  o f  g r a d i n g .  

F L :  No, we no l o n g e r  h a v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  f r o z e n  eggs ,  f o r  

examp le .  

M S :  W e l l ,  canned  e g g s ?  What we c a l l  canned  f r o z e n  e g g s ?  

FL: Yes 

MS: I s  t h a t  so? I was n o t  a w a r e  o f  t h a t .  

FL :  Yes. T h e r e ' s  a s i m i l a r  c o n t i n u o u s  i n s p e c t i o n  l a w  c o v e r -

ing t h a t  now. 

MS: Does USDA do t h a t ?  

FL :  Yes. I t ' s  a s s i g n e d  t o  them. 



MS: A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  p o u l t r y ?  Mea t  t o o ?  


FL: One t h i n g  I a l w a y s  a p p l a u d e d  when t h e  P o u l t r y  I n s p e c t i o n  


A c t  was passed ,  was t h a t  t h e y  f i n a l l y  d i d  away w i t h  t h e  so - 


c a l l e d  "New Y o r k  d r e s s e d  b i r d "  w h e r e  t h e y  l e f t  a l l  t h e  i n -  


n a r d s  i n  t h e  a n i m a l .  


MS:  And a p p a r e n t l y  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e ,  I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  i t  


was t h e  J e w i s h  p e o p l e  o r  some p e o p l e ,  d i d n ' t  want  t h e  p o u l t r y  


w i t h o u t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  t a k e  t h e  i n n a r d s  o u t  and  examine  t h e m  


f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  


FL: I ' v e  been  t o l d  t h a t  many many y e a r s  ago t h e  New Y o r k  


S t a t e  o r  C i t y  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t  i n s i s t e d  o n  t h a t  so t h a t  t h e  


v e t e r i n a r i a n s  c o u l d  c h e c k  t h e m  f o r  d i s e a s e .  


M S :  To d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  i t  was d i s e a s e d  o r  n o t .  Yes. 


FL: R i g h t .  


MS: Yes. 


FL: B u t  i t  was a... 


M S :  I ' d  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  o l d  New Y o r k  d r e s s e d  p o u l t r y .  So I 


d o n ' t  know. 


FL: I g u e s s  one o f  t h e  b i g  e v e n t s  t h a t  came a f t e r  t h e  1948  


r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  h a d  a p r o f o u n d  a f f e c t  o n  t h e  agency ,  was 


t h e  C i t i z e n s  C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t  t h a t  recommended t h e  C o n g r e s s  


i n c r e a s e  o u r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  and  i n c r e a s e  t h e  s t a f f  o f  FDA. 


You w e r e  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  I guess ,  when t h a t  happened,  w e r e n ' t  


y o u ?  


M S :  Yes. W e l l ,  F r e d ,  I remember  s o  w e l l  t h a t  when I came t o  




w o r k  f o r  t h e  F o o d  and  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  1930 ,  o u r  t o t a l  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e  I ' m  a c c u r a t e  on t h i s ,  t h e  t o t a l  a p -

p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  a l l  a c t i v i t y  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was j u s t  a b o u t  an 

e v e n  one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  Now f r o m  1930  u n t i l  a b o u t  1954,  

when we g o t  t h e  C i t i z e n s  Commi t tee ,  seems t o  me t h a t  o u r  

t o t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  h a d  o n l y  gone up t o  a b o u t  f i v e  o r  s i x  

m i l l i o n ,  somewhere i n  t h a t  a r e a .  So we j u s t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  

a b l e ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  and what ,  t o  be  a b l e  t o  k e e p  u p  

w i t h  i n d u s t r i  a1 d e v e l o p m e n t s  and o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  So, I 

was v e r y  much i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  C i t i z e n s  C o m m i t t e e  w o r k .  

W i t h  t h e  C i t i z e n s  C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t  w h i c h  made g r e a t  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  e x p a n s i o n  o f  s t a f f ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  ap-  

p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  t h e n  we b e g a n  t o  move, a t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  seemed 

t o  me, more  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  t h a n  we e v e r  h a d  b e f o r e .  

I s u p p o s e  b e c a u s e  C h a r l e s  C r a w f o r d  g o t  N e l s o n  R o c k e f e l l e r  i n -  

t e r e s t e d  i n  b a c k i n g  t h e  C i t i z e n s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  

w e r e  more  h e a r i n g s  a n d  more  g e n e r a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  Food  and  

D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a n  t h e r e  h a d  e v e r  b e e n  b e f o r e .  T h e r e  

was a  t i m e  when some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  Food and  D r u g  Ad- 

m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h o u g h t  p u b l i c i t y  was n o t  good f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a -

t i o n .  T h a t  t u r n e d  a r o u n d  when t h e  push b e g a n  on e d u c a t i o n .  

FL: The C o m m i t t e e  recommended t h a t ,  t o o .  

MS:  The C o m m i t t e e  recommended t h a t .  G e t t i n g  a b e t t e r  p u b l i c  

image  o f  what  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was a b o u t .  

T h a t  b r o u g h t  u s  more  i n t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a r e n a  a n d  more  i n t o  t h e  



p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  of Washington.  So I  t h i n k ,  b e g i n n i n g  a b o u t  

t h a t  t i m e ,  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  C h a r l i e  Crawford became Comrnission- 

e r ,  and I g u e s s  even w i t h  Dr. Dunbar back with  t h e  De laney  

Committee h e a r i n g s  on food  a d d i t i v e s ,  i t  s t a r t e d  back i n  ' 51 .  

And we became more and more t h e  o b j e c t  of s c r u t i n y  by Con-

g r e s s i o n a l  commi t t ee s .  I t  became q u i t e  e v i d e n t ,  and  I know 

C h a r l i e  Crawford was v e r y  c o n s c i o u s  of i t ,  t h a t  i t  just 

l ooked  l i k e  i t  was hard  t o  o p e r a t e  w i t h o u t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  

o v e r s i g h t  o r  some th ing  by some commit tee  of Congress .  

t h i n k  C h a r l i e  d e s p a i r e d  of a l l  t h a t ,  and I a lways  t h o u g  

t h a t  was one t h i n g  t h a t  c aused  C h a r l i e  t o  r e t i r e  when he d i d ,  

because  he g o t  f r u s t r a t e d  by t h e  Congres s iona l  o v e r s i g h t  a s -

p e c t  on Food and Drug. So we go t  more and more i n  t h e  p o l i t -

i c a l  a r e n a .  The c a r e e r  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  Food and Drug Adminis-  

t r a t i o n  s imp ly  had no t  been exposed t o  t h a t  l i k e  some o t h e r  

a r e a s  had been ,  and t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  q u i t e  d e a l  w i t h  i t  v e r y  

w e l l .  And t h e y  were l i m i t e d  i n  d e a l i n g  with  i t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

were no t  p o l i t i c i a n s .  They had no p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t .  And t h e y  

were  p r e t t y  much s i t t i n g  d u c k s ,  you might s a y ,  f o r  at t a c k s  by 

some t r i g g e r - h a p p y  Congressman o r  S e n a t o r .  So t h a t  went on 

and on and you c o u l d  s e e  more and more of i t  coming a l o n g .  

Any commi t t ee  o f  Congres s  t h a t  wanted t o  g e t  a l i t t l  e p u b l i -

c i t y ,  i t  seemed t o  me, t h a t  had an i n t e r e s t  i n  ou r  a r e a  would 

s e t  u p  some k i n d  o f  a commi t t ee  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  s o m e t h i n g ,  and 

we had s t a f f  p e o p l e  t h a t  were down t h e r e ,  t h e s e  s t a f f  i n v e s -



t i g a t o r s  o f  t h e s e  c o m m i t t e e s ,  were  down t h e r e  d a y - i n  and  d a y -  

o u t ,  i t  seemed t o  me, e t e r n a l l y .  They s p e n t  a l o t  o f  F o o d  

a n d  D r u g  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t i m e ,  and i n s i s t i n g  on  t h i n g s  b e  d u g  

up f o r  t hem - t h i s  b e  done,  t h a t  be  done. And a g r e a t  d e a l  

o f  i t ,  seemed t o  us, t o  be  w h o l l y  u n n e c e s s a r y .  B u t  I g u e s s  

whoever  h a d  s e t  up  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o b v i o u s l y  t h o u g h t  i t  was 

s o m e t h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  a t  l e a s t  f o r  v i s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  member 

Congress .  B u t  i t  p u s h e d  u s  more and more i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

a r e a .  George  L a r r i c k  g o t  a b i g  i m p a c t  f r o m  a  l o t  o f  t h a t ,  

t h o u g h t ,  where  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we were  d o i n g  t h a t  he  g o t  

c a l l e d  up on and h a d  t o  answer  f o r  and was n o t  r e a l l y  p r e -

p a r e d .  Because,  b e i n g  C i v i l  S e r v i c e ,  and n o t  b e i n g  a p o l i t i -

c i a n ,  he c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  a n s w e r  as h e  m i g h t  have  l i k e d .  He 

h a d  t o  r e l y  on  somebody i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  d e f e n d  h i m ,  t o  

h e l p  h im.  I f  y o u  h a d  a good S e c r e t a r y ,  and  we had some t h a t  

were  p r e t t y  good and  some t h a t  w e r e n ' t ,  o r  h i s  p e o p l e  who 

w o u l d  s e t  o u t  t o  s u p p o r t  you ,  i t  was a1 r i g h t .  B u t  i f  t h e y  

d i d n ' t  do t h a t ,  y o u  were  p r e t t y  d e f e n s e  ess .  I t  was a w f u l l y  

h a r d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  some o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  i n  a s a t  s f a c t o r y  way. 

I do remember v e r y  w e l l  one i n c i d e n t  r i g h t  a l o n g  a b o u t  

t h a t  t i m e .  HEW h a d  o n e  p o s i t i o n  as  a l e g i s l a t i  e a s s i s t a n t .  

I be l i e v e .  He was s o r t  o f  a l i a s o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  

O f f i c e ,  t h e  a g e n c i e s  and  t h e  Congress .  W e l l  , we had a p e c a n  

p l a n t  down a t  P a s c a g o u l a ,  I b e l i e v e ,  r i g h t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  some-

where ,  t h a t  was t e r r i b l y  b a d  f r o m  an i n s a n i t a r y  s t a n d p o i n t .  



T h i s  M i s s i s s i p p i  Congressman made a b i g  p r o t e s t  a b o u t  how we 

were  c r u c i f y i n g  t h i s  good man down t h e r e ,  one o f  h i s  c o n s t i t -  

u e n t s .  So t h e y  s e n t  me o v e r  t h e r e  w i t h  t h i s  y o u n g  l e g i s l a -  

t i v e  a s s i s t a ~ t ,  he  was a y o u n g  I r i s h  f e l l o w ,  n i c e  guy. You 

s e e  I l o v e d  h im,  and y o u ' l l  see why I d i d .  I went  o v e r  t h e r e  

w i t h  h im.  So, we showed u p  a t  t h i s  C o n g r e s s m a n ' s  o f f i c e  a n d  

h e r e  was t h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t  t h e r e  j u s t  so damn mad t h a t  he  

d i d n ' t  know w h a t  t o  do. So t h e  Congressman,  t o  s t a r t  t h e  

m e e t i n g ,  he  r e a r e d  back  i n  h i s  c h a i r  and  s a i d  t o  h i s  con-

s t i t u e n t ,  "What i s  i t  t h e s e  b a s t a r d s  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do  t o  

y o u ? "  W e l l ,  w i t h  t h a t  t h e  HEW l e g i s l a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t ,  he  

j umped  up and  h e  s a i d ,  "Now Congressman,  j u s t  a m i n u t e .  

W e ' r e  h e r e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  h o p e f u l l y  i n  a p r o p e r  f o r m  

and  t h e  way i t  o u g h t  t o  be  a p p r o a c h e d ,  and w e ' r e  n o t  h e r e  t o  

t a k e  abuse  a n d  w e ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  abuse,  and I r e s e n t  

t h a t .  And I demand y o u r  a p o l o g y . "  And he  a p o l o g i z e d .  So 

t h e n ,  I r e a d  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Con- 

g ressman  and  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t .  I r e a d  t h e  m a j o r  t h i n g s  I 

c o u l d  f i n d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  what  we h a d  f o u n d  wrong.  And t h e  

Congressman s a i d  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t ,  " A r e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t r u e ? "  

And he  s a i d ,  "Yes ,  Congressman. I g u e s s  t h a t ' s  wha t  t h e y  

found . '  And w i t h  t h a t ,  t h e  Congressman s a i d ,  "Wel l ,  I ' m  

s o r r y  g e n t l e m e n ,  I have  a n o t h e r  m e e t i n g ,  a n d  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  

i s  a l l  t h e  t i m e  we need t o  spend o n  t h i s . "  And h e  l e f t  h i s  

c o n s t i t u e n t  and  l e f t  u s  and t h a t  was t h e  e n d  o f  it. And t h e  



t h i n g  t h a t  t u r n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a r o u n d  was t h e  way t h e  l e g i s l a - 


t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  w o u l d n ' t  t a k e  abuse  f r o m  h im.  I ' m  m a k i n g  t h e  


p o i n t ,  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  and h i s  p e o p l e  c o u l d  g e t  a l o n g  


p r e t t y  good  a s  l o n g  as  t h e y  h a d  t h e  k i n d  o f  s u p p o r t  t h e y  


needed  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  o f f i c e .  They  f i l l e d  a need  be-  


t w e e n  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  and  FDA. 


MS: When M r .  F l e m m i n g  was S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  we 


h a d  e x c e l l e n t  s u p p o r t .  I n  f a c t ,  one  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  was 


d i s t u r b i n g  t o  C o m m i s s i o n e r  L a r r i c k  was t h e  c r a n b e r r y  i n c i d e n t  


when t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o o k  c h a r g e .  Some t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  k i n d ,  


when S e c r e t a r y  F l e m m i n g  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e  b a l l  away f r o m  M r .  


L a r r i c k  a n d  make t h e  d e c i s i o n s .  I saw a l l  o f  t h a t  h a p p e n i n g ,  


a n d  I d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  end  had come f o r  c a r e e r  s e r v i c e  com-


m i s s i o n e r s .  I t h i n k  p a r t  o f  i t  came b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  


c h a n g e  i n  t h e  t i m e s ,  and  p o l i t i c s  j u s t  u n a v o i d a b l y  g o t  more  


i n v o l v e d  i n  wha t  was g o i n g  on. T h e r e  was t h e  FDA p o l i c y ,  I 


d o n ' t  know how i t  came a b o u t ,  b u t  i t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  M r .  


C a m p b e l l ,  t h e  d e p u t y  w o u l d  become t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  an- 


o t h e r  man w o u l d  s t e p  i n t o  t h e  d e p u t y  j o b ,  a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  way 


t h e y  came up. T h e r e  were  good t h i n g s  a b o u t  i t. B u t  I t h i n k  


t h e r e  were  t h i n g s  a b o u t  i t  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  good  e i t h e r .  When 


t h e y  f i r s t  e m b a r k e d  o n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  n o t  h a v i n g  a c a r e e r  


C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  t h e r e  was e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  o f  


p r o b l e m s  t h e r e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  know how t o  d e a l  w i t h  


t h i n g s .  B u t ,  seems t o  me, I s e e  t o d a y ,  F r e d ,  a n d  I d o n ' t  




r e a l l y  know, t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  i s  r e l y i n g  more  and  more 

on  t h e  c a r e e r  p e o p l e  f o r  g u i d a n c e  t h a n  some o f  t h e  e a r l y  

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  d i d .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  i s  t h e  o n l y  

s o l u t i o n .  L e t  h i m  b e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  a n d  l e t  h i m  t a k e  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  g a f f ,  b u t  l e t  h i m  have  a good  s t a f f  o f  s u p p o r t -

i v e  p e o p l e  who c a n  t e l l  h i m  w h a t ' s  r e a l l y  g o i n g  o n  a n d  how t o  

r u n  t h e  agency .  And i f  h e ' s  w i l  i n g  t o  go w i t h  them,  t h e n  I 

t h i n k  i t  p r o b a b l y  makes a p r e t t y  good c o m b i n a t i o n .  

FL :  T h a t  c h a n g e  o f  u s i n g  p u b l i c  t y  and p u b l i c i z i n g  o u r  e f -

f o r t s  and t r y i n g  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  n d u s t r y  mus t  h a v e  been  q u i t e  

a shock  t o  p e o p l e  who h a d  not... L i k e  e a r l i e r  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  

1  i k e  M r .  C a m p b e l l .  

MS: W e l l ,  i t  was, F r e d .  I t  was s h o c k  t o  a l l  o f  u s  and 

some o f  u s ,  I t h i n k ,  n e v e r  r e a l l y  f u l l y  a c c e p t e d  i t . I r e -

member v e r y  w e l l  when t h e  C i t i z e n s  C o m m i t t e e  came o u t  w i t h  

t h e i r  r e p o r t ,  M r .  C a m p b e l l  was r e t i r e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  down i n  

F l o r i d a .  And C o m m i s s i o n e r  C r a w f o r d  k e p t  h i m  f u l l y  a d v i s e d ,  I 

know, o f  w h a t  was g o i n g  on. He s e n t  h i m  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t .  I 

remember,  I d o n ' t  know wha t  e l s e  was i n  t h e  l e t t e r ,  b u t  I r e -

member v e r y  w e l l  a q u o t e  f r o m  M r .  C a m p b e l l ' s  l e t t e r  t h a t  Com-

m i s s i o n e r  C r a w f o r d  r e a d  t o  a l l  o f  u s  on  h i s  s t a f f ,  t h a t  M r .  

Campbe l l  h a d  n o t e d  t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  e d u c a t i o n  and  s a i d  i n  h i s  

l e t t e r ,  "Ic a n  s e e  c l o u d s  o f  t r o u b l e  on  t h e  h o r i z o n  f o r  t h e  

Food a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i f  y o u  f u l l y  a d o p t  t h i s  p h i l o s -

ophy."  I a l w a y s  f e l t  t h a t  way, r e a l l y .  E d u c a t i o n  was n e v e r  



and w i l l  never  be a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  a good r e g u l a t o r y  program. 

I t ' s  a good and n e c e s s a r y  implement t o  u s e ,  and I t h i n k  i t  

g i v e s  you a good background t o  r e a l l y  h e l p  your  r e g u l a t o r y  

work. Not o n l y  i n  t e r m s  of p e o p l e  comply ing ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  

t e r m s  of c o u r t  work. My p h i l o s o p h y  was t h a t  i t  was kind of a 

l e g  on a s t o o l ,  t h a t  i f  you d i d n ' t  have e d u c a t i o n  t h e  s t o o l  

would f a l l  ove r  bu t  you had t o  have t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  s u p -

p o r t  t h e  s t o o l  t o o .  T h e r e ' s  no way t h a t  you can e x p e c t  t h a t ,  

human n a t u r e  be ing  such a s  i t  i s ,  t h a t  you can t e l l  p e o p l e  

what t h e y ' r e  supposed  t o  do and e x p e c t  them a l l  t o  do i t .  I t  

" a i n ' t "  t h a t  way. 

When I r e t i r e d  I remember s a y i n g  t h a t  I hope t h a t  t h e  

p e o p l e  i n  Food and Drug w i l l  neve r  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a r eg -

u l a t o r y  agency. T h a t ' s  a l l  i t  i s ,  and a l l  i t  w i l l  e v e r  be.  

And d o n ' t  l e t  them t e l l  you t h a t  i t ' s  go ing  t o  become a 

s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n a l  u n i t .  Some of t h a t ' s  n e c e s s a r y  

and a l l ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  a r e g u l a t o r y  agency. 

As I came a l o n g  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  F r e d ,  I used t o  

watch t h e  p e o p l e  a round  me and how t h e y  o p e r a t e d  and what 

t h e y  s a i d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  my s u p e r v i s o r s ,  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  

D i r e c t o r s ,  o r  S t a t i o n  C h i e f s  o r  what -have-you ,  and I a lways  

t r i e d  t o  emula t e  what I t h o u g h t  were t h e  good t h i n g s  and t r y  

t o  a v o i d  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I t h o u g h t  were no t  s o  good t h a t  t h e y  

might do. A s  I came a l o n g ,  I had more o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y  

t h e  Commissioners.  .. Of c o u r s e ,  my s t u d y  of  Dr. Dunbar and 



M r .  Campbe l l  we re  r e a l l y  l o n g - r a n g e  b e c a u s e  I was n o t  i n  

W a s h i n g t o n  e x c e p t  on  v i s i t s .  B u t  M r .  Campbe l l  w o u l d  come t o  

t h e  f i e l d  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  and  I'llt e l l  you ,  i t  was " a n  e v e n t "  

when M r .  Campbel 1  w o u l d  come t o  t h e  f i e l d .  E v e r y b o d y  was 

r e a l l y  p r i m e d  o r  u p  o r  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  M r .  C a m p b e l l ' s  v i s i t s .  

W e l l ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  h im,  M r .  C a m p b e l l ,  o f  c o u r s e  YOU 

know, i s  a l a w y e r  b y  t r a i n i n g  f r o m  K e n t u c k y .  He was a v e r y  

d i g n i f i e d  g e n t l e m e n .  He seemed a l m o s t  an  a u s t e r e  p e r s o n  un-

l e s s  y o u  r e a l l y  knew him. B u t  he  was demanding,  a n d  he  wan t -

ed  g o o d  work  done, a n d  w a n t e d  e v e r y t h i n g  done t h a t  s h o u l d  be  

done.  B u t  he was v e r y  much o f  a  d o w n - t o - e a r t h  human b e i n g  

a n d  I n o t e d  t h i s  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  t i m e s  when I ' d  h a v e  an op-

p o r t u n i t y  t o  be  a r o u n d  him. When h e ' d  come t o  t h e  f i e l d  o r  

I ' d  b e  down t h e r e .  He c o u l d  t a l k  a n d  make j u s t  a b o u t  a n y b o d y  

f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  him. I t  d i d n ' t  m a t t e r  w h e t h e r  i t  was a 

l a b o r a t o r y  h e l p e r  o r  w h e t h e r  i t  was a s t a t i o n  c h i e f  o r  whom-

e v e r .  

I remember one  t i m e  he  came t o  New O r l e a n s  r i g h t  a f t e r  

we s e t  u p  t h e  S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t i o n  S e r v i c e .  And t o  show y o u  

t h e  human t o u c h ,  he  came o u t  t o  my a p a r t m e n t .  We h a d  an a-

p a r t m e n t ,  my w i f e  and  I, h a d  n o t  b e e n  m a r r i e d  t o o  l o n g .  And 

he  came o u t  t h e r e  and,  I guess,  E d w i n  Boudreaux ,  and  maybe 

J immy C l a r k e  was down t h e r e  t o o  a t  t h e  t i m e .  P r o b a b l y  w o u l d  

h a v e  been. W e l l ,  we went  o u t  t o  o u r  p l a c e .  I d o n ' t  know 

w h e t h e r  we h a d  a d r i n k  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I g u e s s  we d i d .  B u t  I'll 



h a v e  y o u  know t h a t  M r .  C a m p b e l l  s p e n t  most  o f  t h e  t i m e  w i t h  

my w i f e  g o i n g  a r o u n d  o v e r  h e r  a p a r t m e n t  and h e r  s h o w i n g  h i m  

a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  a b o u t  h e r  a p a r t m e n t .  He p a i d  no, y o u  m i g h t  

s a y ,  a t t e n t i o n  t o  u s .  The r e s t  o f  u s  were  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e r e  

t a l k i n g .  He was w i t h  h e r .  And when he  l e f t ,  she t h o u g h t  he  

was a b o u t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  man s h e ' d  e v e r  met.  B u t  he  was t h a t  

way. 

He was t h e  k i n d  o f  man who, i f  he  t h o u g h t  y o u  w e r e  

r i g h t ,  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  and  d e f e n d  you.  He was h a r d  t o  f o l l o w .  

O f  c o u r s e ,  D r .  D u n b a r  came a l o n g  t h e n  as t h e  s u c c e s s o r .  He 

was a f i n e  man. He h a d  a c h e m i s t  b a c k g r o u n d  and j u s t  w a s n ' t  

t h e  o u t g o i n g  k i n d  o f  a man t h a t  M r .  Campbe l l  was. B e f o r e  i t  

was o v e r ,  b e f o r e  he  r e t i r e d ,  he  had g o t t e n  t o  be  much more  

t h a t  way. I t h i n k  D r .  D u n b a r  f e l t  a l i t t l e  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  

m a k i n g  p e r s o n n e l  d e c i s i o n s  a t  f i r s t .  Because  I t h i n k  h e  had 

n e v e r  made them. M r .  C a m p b e l l  made them. I t  was a one-man 

show. And h e  r a n  t h a t  show. So when D r .  Dunbar  had t o  s t a r t  

d o i n g  t h a t ,  as  I s a y  - I t h i n k  h e  f e l t  a l i t t l e  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  

a t  f i r s t  d o i n g  i t ,  b u t  t h e n  h e  f e l l  i n t o  i t  and became a v e r y  

e a s y - t o - l i v e - w i t h  C o m m i s s i o n e r .  He a l w a y s  was e a s y  t o  1  i v e  

w i t h .  He was somewhat r e t i r i n g .  I b e l i e v e  Dr.  Dunbar  S 

f a t h e r  was a L u t h e r a n  m i n i s t e r .  I t  seemed l i k e  he  wen t 0 

G e t t y s b u r g  C o l l e g e  f i r s t ,  I b e l i e v e .  Then  I d o n ' t  know w h e r e  


he  g o t  h i s  D o c t o r a t e .  


FL: H i s  D o c t o r a t e  was f r o m  J o h n s  H o p k i n s .  




MS: Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  J o h n s  H o p k i n s .  So, he  

was a v e r y  n i c e  man and a v e r y  f i n e  man. I remember  o n e  

t i m e ,  t h o u g h ,  we h a d  a g e n e r a l  c o n f e r e n c e  t h e r e  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  

where  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  c o l l e c t e d  and we a l w a y s  h a d  a b i g  p a r t y  

t h e  l a s t  n i g h t .  And one o f  t h e  f e l l o w s  made a m i s t a k e .  He 

was unhappy  a b o u t  some way h e ' d  been t r e a t e d .  B u t  h e ' d  h a d  a 

l i t t l e  more t o  d r i n k  t h a n  he  s h o u l d  have had, I g u e s s ,  and  he  

a p p r o a c h e d  Dr .  D u n b a r  and  wan ted  t o  t e l l  Dr .  D u n b a r  h i s  

t r o u b l e s .  And I happened  t o  o v e r h e a r  i t .  Dr.  D u n b a r  v e r y  

k i n d l y  s a i d  t o  h i m .  "I'llt e l l  y o u  what .  You go home a n d  

s o b e r  up  and t h e n  come b a c k  t o m o r r o w  and t a l k  t o  me." He was 

a v e r y  f i n e ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  man. He was i n v o l v e d  i n  my p r o -

t e s t i n g  t h e  t r a n s f e r  f r o m  t o  S t .  L o u i s  t o  C h i c a g o  and  I 

g u e s s  h e  f i n a l l y  s e n t  C h a r l i e  C r a w f o r d  o u t  t h e r e  t o  g e t  me 

s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  

I d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  d a y - b y - d a y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  D r .  

Dunbar ,  b u t  I saw more  o f  h i m  t h a n  I ' d  e v e r  seen  o f  M r .  

Campbe l l .  E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  mon th  t h a t  I wen t  down t h e r e  and  

s p e n t  i t  w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  o r  t r y i n g  t o ,  I saw more  o f  M r .  

Campbe l l  t h e n  t h a n  I e v e r  d i d  t h e  w h o l e  t i m e  t h a t  I knew h im.  

Then  Dr.  Dunbar ,  I g u e s s ,  r e t i r e d  b e c a u s e  o f  age. O f  c o u r s e ,  

M r .  C r a w f o r d  was n e x t  i n  l i n e .  T h r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  I 

h a d  w i t h  C h a r l i e ,  I g o t  t o  know h i m  v e r y  w e l l  when I was down 

t h e r e  f o r  t h e  f r a u d  s c h o o l ,  t h e n  C h a r l i e  was p r e t t y  much t h e  

man i n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  o f f i c e  who r a n  t h e  S e a f o o d  



I n s p e c t i o n  S e r v i c e .  So I h a d  a l o t  o f  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  C h a r l i e  

o n  t h a t .  Then when h e  became C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  I f e l t  v e r y  h a p p y  

a n d  c o m f o r t a b l e  a b o u t  i t .  I a l w a y s  f e l t  a l i t t l e ,  n o t  up-

t i g h t  and  n o t  u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  b u t  I f e l t  I was n o t  r e a l l y  e v e r  

t o t a l l y  r e l a x e d  w i t h  Dr .  Dunbar  o r  M r .  Campbe l l .  T h e y  w e r e  

j u s t  t h e  h i g h e r  ups. I was j u s t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  i n d i v i d -

u a l s  a l o t  g r e a t e r  t h a n  I was. I a l w a y s  f e l t  v e r y  c o m f o r t -

a b l e  w i t h  M r .  C r a w f o r d .  

MS: So when M r .  M r .  C r a w f o r d  became C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  I was 

h i g h l y  e l a t e d  b e c a u s e  I knew h i m ,  and,  as I say ,  c o m f o r t a b l e  

w i t h  him. I remember v e r y  w e l l  o n e  l i t t l e  i n c i d e n t ,  r i g h t  a t  

t h e  t i m e  when h e  t o o k  o v e r .  Dr. E l l i o t  r e t i r e d  a t  t h e  same 

t i m e  Dr .  D u n b a r  d i d ,  a n d  so t h e y  were  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  f i l l i n g  

h i s  j o b .  And W a l t e r  Simmons, my good o l d  f r i e n d ,  a n d  I n e v e r  

knew how W a l t e r  f o u n d  o u t  a b o u t  t h e  l o t  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

h e  d i d ,  b u t  W a l t e r  h a d  a way o f  f i n d i n g  o u t  wha t  was g o i n g  o n  

down t h e r e ,  a n d  h e  t o l d  me t h a t  C h a r l i e  C r a w f o r d  was g o i n g  t o  

b e  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  t h a t  I was b e i n g  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d  

f o r  Dr .  E l l i o t t ' s  j o b .  W e l l ,  t h a t  was a  g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  t o  

me. B u t  anyway, I was s o  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  C h a r l i e  C r a w f o r d  

b e i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  I c a l l e d  h i m  up a n d  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  h im.  

And I guess  i t  h a d n ' t  b e e n  f o r m a l l y  announced.  W e l l ,  my 

f r i e n d ,  W a l t e r ,  j u s t  g a v e  me a f i t .  "You may h a v e  s p o i l e d  

t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g . "  He s a i d ,  "You s h o u l d n ' t  have  e v e r  c a l l e d  

C h a r l i e  up. C h a r l i e  i s  r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t r y i n g  t o  



d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t o  a p p o i n t  y o u  o r  n o t  and y o u  c a l l e d  h i m  up 

down t h e r e  and h e  m i g h t  h a v e  g o t t e n  t h e  wrong  i d e a ;  t h a t  y o u  

w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  " b r o w n - n o s e "  h i m ,  c a l l i n g  h i m  up and c o n g r a t u -  

l a t i n g  h im."  And I s a i d .  "Oh my l o r d ,  W a l t e r .  I hope  h e  

d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t .  I t h o u g h t  I knew h i m  w e l l  enough  t h a t  he 

w o u l d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t . "  Anyway, i t  wen t  t h r o u g h ,  a n d  I went o n  

down t h e r e .  K e n n e t h  M i l s t e a d  went  and I d o n ' t  know who e l s e  

went  down t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  B u t  o u t  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  d i s -

t r i c t  c rowd,  i t  was K e n n e t h  and  me, as I h a d  t o l d  y o u  I guess  

l a s t  e v e n i n g ,  h e  b r o k e  up t h e  c o m b i n e  o u t  t h e r e  b e t w e e n  

P r u i t t  and H u b b l e  and M i l s t e a d  and me. Anyway, I had a 

w o n d e r f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  C h a r l i e .  We'd go down e a r l y  i n  

t h e  m o r n i n g  and  v i s i t  w i t h  him. He j u s t  l o v e d  t o  v i s i t  and 

p h i l o s o p h i z e .  I ' d  s a y  t o  h i m ,  " C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  I w a n t  t o  d o  

w h a t e v e r  y o u  want  t o  do h e r e  o n  t h i s .  What do y o u  want  t o  do 

o n  t h i s ? "  H e ' d  s a y ,  "Damn i t ,  i t ' s  n o t  w h a t  I want  t o  do and 

wha t  I t h i n k .  -You d e c i d e  what  needs t o  b e  done f o r  t h i s  o r -

g a n i z a t i o n  and  d o n ' t  y o u  w o r r y  a b o u t  me. You d o  t h a t .  You 

d e c i d e  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  b e  done o n  t h a t . "  He a l w a y s  s u b j u g a -  

t e d  h i m s e l f .  He n e v e r  a s k e d  a n y b o d y  t o  come. B u t  h e  a l w a y s  

s a i d ,  " 1 ' 1 1  b e  h e r e .  I f  y o u  want  t o  show up, come on, and 

w e ' l l  s h o o t  t h e  b r e e z e . "  So, we 'd  go down t h e r e  and  w e ' d  

t a l k  on a g r e a t  many s u b j e c t s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  F o o d  and  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  a b a l l  game t h e  n i g h t  

b e f o r e .  I t  was j u s t  k i n d  o f  a g e n e r a l  c o n c l a v e  where  some 



fellows that have a common interest would sit down and visit 


about this and that with some extraneous things thrown in 


with it. 


Charlie was a f ine man with real principles. 


FL: Crawford became Commissioner at a difficult time, when 


the Eisenhower admin istration came in. 


MS: Yes, he did. Right at the time when, well when the 


Department was first formed. That was when Eisenhower was 


elected. Then the American Medical Association had been 


having such a fight with McNutt that they were sure that 


McNutt was going to bring socialized medicine to the country. 


And they were fighting him tooth and toenail, and fighting 


the establishment of the Department. They fought them off on 


the Department for I don't know how long. They, I think, 


were primarily responsible for preventing the creation of a 


Department. So then when Eisenhower came in, the AMA felt 


they had more of a friend at court. Through him they got the 


Department set up and Mrs. Hobby was the first Secretary. 


Mrs. Hobby, I guess, did a pretty good job. I think she 


had some good people around her. She was very business-like. 


I had the impression, and I wasn't really that close, but my 


recollection, thinking back on it, that she was pretty cap- 


able. She had Nelson Rockefeller as her Under Secretary, who 


became a fast friend of Charlie Crawford's. Through Nelson 


Rockefeller, they got the Citizens Committee idea going, and 




C h a r l i e  was a b l e  t o  c o n v i n c e  N e l s o n  R o c k e f e l l e r ,  r i g h t  o f f ,  


t h a t  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was i n  d i r e  n e e d  o f  


h e l p .  So N e l s o n  s e t  o u t  t o  h e l p  h im .  The C o u n t r y  n e v e r  r e a - 


l i z e d  wha t  a g r e a t  d e b t  t h e y  owed t h o s e  t w o  i n d i v i d u a l s .  


FL :  B u t  Mrs .  Hobby d i d ,  e a r l y  i n  h e r  t e n u r e  c a u s e  u s  some 


p a i n  w i t h  t h e  Wheat  Program.  


M S :  Yes, yes ,  she d i d .  W i t h  t h e  r a t  p e l l e t s  i n  whea t .  Yes, 


I remember t h a t .  She had a p r a c t i c a l  n o t  a  l e g a l  v i e w p o i n t .  


Some p e o p l e ,  and  I d o n ' t  know who, h a d  come t o  h e r  and made 


r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  s h e  needed  t o  c l e a n  


o u t  t h e  t o p  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  Food and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  So, 


one  m o r n i n g  e v e r y b o d y  r e a d  Drew P e a r s o n ' s  co lume,  y o u  know, 


and  g o t  up  and  r e a d  t h a t  S e c r e t a r y  Hobby h a d  d e c i d e d  t h a t  she 


was g o i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  t o p  f o u r  j o b s  i n  Food and  D r u g  Admin-  


i s t r a t i o n  and  remove  them f r o m  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  s t a t u s  and  make 


p o l i t i c a l  j o b s  o u t  o f  them.  I t  c r e a t e d  q u i t e  an u p r o a r ,  and  


I a l w a y s  remember  t h a t  because  wha t  I speak o f ,  t h e  good  e l e -  


men t  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  r e a l l y  r o s e  up and t o l d  h e r  "No."  I 


t h i n k  B r a d  M i n t e n e r  had s o m e t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  i t ,  who was t h e n  


h e r  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y ,  and  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  j u s t  c a n ' t  be .  


She b a c k e d  r i g h t  o f f  on  t h e  t h i n g  and we d i d n ' t  h e a r  any  more 


o u t  o f  i t .  


B u t  now g o i n g  on w i t h  Commiss ione rs ,  C h a r l i e  s p e n t  a  l o t  

o f  t ime ( C h a r l i e  C r a w f o r d ,  M r .  C r a w f o r d ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  

Craw f o r d ) s p e n t  a l o t  o f  t i m e  w r i t i n g .  I t h o u g h t  he  s p e n t  



t o o  much t i m e  s i t t  i n g  a t  h i s  desk w r i t i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  

o u t  among t h e  peop l e  and k n o w i n g  more a b o u t  what  was r e a l l y  

g o i n g  on. C h a r l i e  was a v e r y  p e r s o n a b l e  i n d i v i d u a l  b u t  I 

t h i n k ,  bas i c a l l y ,  h e  was k i n d  o f  an i n t r o v e r t  i n  a way. He 

w o r k e d  we1 1  w i t h  p e o p l e  he knew and a l l  t h a t ,  b u t  he  d i d n ' t  

go o u t  and e x p o s e  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  as much as I t h o u g h t  

h e  s h o u l d  as a C o m m i s s i o n e r .  

B u t  t h e n  t o  o u r ,  my g r e a t  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  C h a r l i e  d e -  

c i d e d  t o  r e t i r e .  I b e l i e v e  C h a r l i e  had some h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s  

a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

F L :  We 11, y o u  know, he  d i d n ' t  s u r v i v e  l o n g  a f t e r  he r e t i r e d .  

M S :  No . I t h i n k  t h a t  was r e a l l y  maybe t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  it may 

h a v e  been a f a c t o r  t h a t  he  k i n d  o f  s t a y e d  t o  h i m s e l f  and  

t h o u g h t  h i s  own t h o u g h t s ,  and w h a t - h a v e - y o u .  Then he  moved 

o u t  t h e r e  t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  And he d i d n ' t  s u r v i v e  t o o  l o n g  

a f t e r  he  was o u t  t h e r e .  

Then George  b y  r o u t e  o f  s u c c e s s i o n ,  o r  w h a t - h a v e - y o u ,  

was t h e  n e x t  one  t o  come a l o n g  t o  s u c c e e d  h im.  George  d i d  a 

l o t  o f  good t h i n g s .  George  was a v e r y  b r i g h t  p e r s o n .  And I 

t h i n k  George h a d  a r e a l  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  b a c k g r o u n d  on t h e  Food  

and D r u g  work .  H e ' d  come a l o n g  u n d e r  M r .  Campbe l l  and 

Dunbar ,  and C r a w f o r d ,  and  h a d  l e a r n e d  an a w f u l  l o t  f r o m  them. 

I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h i s  i s  any  h a r s h  c r i t i c i s m ,  b u t  I t h i n k  G e o r g e  

was q u i t e  i n s e c u r e  a b o u t  h i m s e l f  as  Commiss ione r ,  f o r  some 

r e a s o n .  I d o n ' t  know w h a t  i t  was. B u t  he somet imes  o v e r r e -



a c t e d  because  o f  h i s  f e e l i n g  o f  i n s e c u r i t y .  B i g  names, b i g  


j o b s  o f  p e o p l e  a l w a y s  seemed t o  i m p r e s s  him, I t h o u g h t ,  h e  


e v a l u a t e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  p e r s o n .  


B u t  I hope t h a t ' s  a f a i r  c r i t i c i s m  o f  h i m .  As I say,  I d o n ' t  


mean t o  be h a r s h  on h im .  B u t  I t h i n k  i t  c a u s e d  h i m  some p r o b - 


lems l a t e r .  And I t h i n k  h i s  u n c e r t a i n t y  a b o u t  d e c i s i o n s  was 


b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  some o f  h i s  i n s e c u r i t y .  U n c e r t a i n  a b o u t  de- 


c i s i o n s  may have  c a u s e d  S e c r e t a r y  F lemming  t o  t a k e  t h e  b a l l  


away f r o m  G e o r g e  and r u n  w i t h  i t .  


F L :  Would t h a t ,  maybe, a l s o  h a v e  m u l t i p l i e d  h i s  t r o u b l e s  


t h e n  w i t h  t h e  K e f a u v e r  and Humphrey C o m m i t t e e s ?  


M S :  I t h i n k  so .  I t h i n k  when George w o u l d  go o v e r  t h e r e ,  


t h e y  w o u l d  s e e  t h a t  G e o r g e  was t h e  k i n d  o f  p e r s o n  t h e y  c o u l d  


wo rk  on. George  w o u l d  t r y  t o  f i g h t  back ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same 


t i m e ,  i t  w o r r i e d  h i m  t o  have  t o  g e t  r o u g h  and mean w i t h  them 


and w h a t - h a v e - y o u .  And George  used  t o  s o r t  o f  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f  


a g a i n s t  us ,  I g u e s s  y o u ' d  say .  And we w o u l d  t a k e  i s s u e  w i t h  


h i m  on s o m e t h i n g  h e  was p r o p o s i n g  t o  do .  He w o u l d  a l w a y s  


k i n d  o f  end  t h e  a rgumen t ,  n o t  an a rgumen t  b u t  d i s c u s s i o n ,  b y  


s a y i n g ,  "Damn i t .  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  Food  


and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . "  T h a t  w o u l d  s h u t  y o u  o f f .  You 


w o u l d  n o t  p u r s u e  t h e  m a t t e r  a f t e r  t h a t .  And I do remember  


one t i m e  s a y i n g  t o  him, and maybe when I s h o u l d n ' t  have,  I 


s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r .  You have  no e x c l u s i v e  on t h a t . "  


And I n e v e r  d i d  know wha t  r e a l l y  happened when t h e y  were  c o n - 




s i d e r i n g  an a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  s u c c e e d  C r a w f o r d .  A p p a r e n t l y  

L a r r i c k  was n o t  a c l e a r  c h o i c e .  I knew S e c r e t a r y  F l e m m i n g  

s l i g h t l y ,  I d i d n ' t  know h i m  w e l l ,  w h i l e  I was r u n n i n g  t h e  

B u r e a u  o f  E n f o r c e m e n t .  I was t o l d  l a t e r ,  a n d  I h a v e  no i d e a  

w h e t h e r  t h i s  i s  t r u e  o r  n o t  t h a t  S e c r e t a r y  F l e m m i n g  gave  s e r -

i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  a p p o i n t i n g  me C o m m i s s i o n e r .  A p p a r e n t -

l y  George  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  i t  and t h o u g h t  I was t h e  i n s t i g a t o r  

o f  t h e  t h i n g ,  w h i c h  I w a s n ' t  a t  a l l .  I a l w a y s  f e l t  t h a t  h e  

n e v e r  d i d  q u i t e  r e c o v e r  i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  me a f t e r  

t h a t  b e c a u s e  he t h o u g h t  I h a d  t r i e d  t o  u n d e r c u t  h i m .  

I h a d  a v e r y  h a p p y  c a r e e r .  I h a d  some o c c a s i o n s  when 

t h i n g s  n a t u r a l l y  d i d n ' t  go t o  s u i t  me, and t h a t  c o u l d  b e  

e x p e c t e d  o u t  o f  t h a t  many y e a r s  i n  an o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  

w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  b e  l a i d  o u t  j u s t  f o r  you .  B u t  on  t h e  w h o l e ,  

I had a v e r y  h a p p y  c a r e e r  and r e a s o n a b l y  s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r  

a n d  I s t i l l  l o o k  b a c k  on  i t  and f e e l  v e r y  h a p p y  and p r o u d  

a b o u t  i t .  

S o m e t h i n g  I h a v e n ' t  g o t t e n  i n t o  v e r y  much as we t a l k  i s  

t h e  e x t e n t  o f  i n d u s t r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Food and D r u g  A d m i n i s -  

t r a t i o n  and t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  l a w .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  k i n d  o f  

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  w a t c h  t h a t  o r  t o  r e v i e w  t h a t  as t o  wha t  hap-

pened  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .  I do know, b a c k  a r o u n d  1930 when 

t h e r e  was e v i d e n t  need  f o r  some f o o d  s t a n d a r d s  i n  c e r t a i n  

c a t e g o r i e s  o f  c a n n e d  f o o d s .  The N a t i o n a l  C a n n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

was, as  I r e c a l l ,  v e r y  s t r o n g  i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  g e t t i n g  an 



Amendment t o  t h e  l a w  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s u c h  

s t a n d a r d s .  I t h i n k ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  when I came i n  t h e  Food and 

D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  I h a d  t h e  f e e l i n g  f r o m  a d i s t a n c e  t h a t  

we had, o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  p r e t t y  good  i n d u s t r y  s u p p o r t .  We 

h a d  some r e c a l c i t r a n t s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i n  a l l  i n d u s t r i e s .  The 

one i n d u s t r y  t h a t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  e v e r  w a n t  t o  s t a y  i n  l i n e  

v e r y  w e l l  was t h e  p r o p r i e t a r y  g r o u p .  B u t ,  a t  a n y  r a t e ,  I 

t h o u g h t  t h a t  w h i l e  we had some s e t b a c k s  on o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  g e t  

t h e  Food and  D r u g  A c t  o f  1938, t h a t ,  on t h e  w h o l e ,  i n d u s t r y  

came a l o n g  p r e t t y  w e l l  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  e f f o r t s .  

B u t ,  i t  seemed t o  me, t h a t  a f t e r  we g o t  t h e  Law and 

a f t e r  t h e  f u l l  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  l a w  began  t o  be f e l t ,  t h a t  

g r a d u a l l y  we b e g a n  t o  g e t  i n  more o f  an a d v e r s a r i a l  p o s i t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  on a g r e a t  many t h i n g s .  We 

g r a d u a l l y  l o s t  g r o u n d  on o u r  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  We wen t  

i n t o  t h e  f o o d  s t a n d a r d s  h e a r i n g  i n i t i a l l y  w i t h  t h a t  k i n d  o f  a 

good, c l o s e ,  s u p p o r t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  B u t  as t h e  f o o d  s t a n d -  

a r d s  w o r k  p r o g r e s s e d ,  o r  some o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  m i g h t  s a y  d i -

g r e s s e d ,  we g o t  more  and more i n t o  a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e  c l e a r - c u t  

e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  f o o d  s t a n d a r d s  l i k e  b u t t e r  and  

cheese ,  and  t h i n g s  w h e r e  i t  was w e l l  u n d e r s t o o d  and t h e  pub-  

l i c  u n d e r s t o o d  w h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  s h o u l d  be, we g o t  i n  more  

c o n t r o v e r s y .  C o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h a t  were  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  f o o d s  s o  t h a t  f o o d s  w e r e  no  l o n g e r  u n d e r s t o o d  

b y  t h e  c o n s m e r s  and i n d u s t r y  g e n e r a l l y  t o  be  t h e  s i m p l e  



t h i n g s  t h e y  were  b e f o r e  on w h i c h  we c o u l d  a g r e e .  I n  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  f o o d  s t a n d a r d s  work  e v e r y b o d y  c o u l d  a g r e e  w h a t  

f o o d s  were .  T h a t  c h a n g e d  d r a s t i c a l l y  so t h a t  c o n s u m e r s  gen-

e r a l l y  h a d  nc  i d e a  o f  wha t  was g o i n g  i n t o  f o o d s .  

So, w i t h  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e  h e a r i n g s  be-

gan t o  t a k e  on more  and  more o f  an a d v e r s a r i a l  a s p e c t .  We 

g o t  i n t o  some v e r y ,  y o u  m i g h t  a l m o s t  say  u n p l e a s a n t  c o n t r o -

v e r s i e s ;  t a k e  t h e  O r a n g e  J u i c e  H e a r i n g s  and  p e a n u t  b u t t e r  

h e a r i n g s  f o r  e x a m p l e .  The Orange  J u i c e  H e a r i n g s ,  w h i c h  were  

l o n g ,  d r a w n - o u t  and  h e a t e d ,  r e a c h e d  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  an FDA 

o f f i c i a l  was p r e t t y  o p e n l y  a c c u s e d  o f  b e i n g  p a i d - o f f  b y  c e r -

t a i n  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  Orange  J u i c e  I n d u s t r y .  

Then t h e  P e a n u t  B u t t e r  S t a n d a r d  was a h g h l  y  c o n t r o v e r -

s i a l  s t a n d a r d .  As I say,  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  

made s t a n d a r d s  d e v e l o p m e n t  much more d i f f  i c u  t .  As t h e  f u l l  

i m p a c t  o f  t h e  l a w  began  t o  be  f e l t  f r o m  an e  f o r c e m e n t  s t a n d -

p o i n t  t h e  good  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  e r o d e d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  g o t  t o  

a p o i n t  where ,  w e l l ,  we were  p r e t t y  much t o l e r a t e d  b u t  hope-

f u l l y  r e s p e c t e d .  

I ' m  n o t  aware  w h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  f e e l i n g  i s  t o d a y  t o w a r d  

FDA p e o p l e .  I d e p l o r e  t h e  d o w n - g r a d i n g  of  c a r e e r  p e o p l e  b y  

t o p  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p e o p l e .  I d o n ' t  mean t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  When P r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  U.S. t a l k  down t h e  

importance o f  c a r e e r  p e o p l e ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  u n f o r t u n a t e .  I t  

c r e a t e s  i n d u s t r y  d i s r e s p e c t .  C a r e e r  p e o p l e  a r e  t h e  l i f e  



b l o o d  o f  t h e  w h o l e  g o v e r n m e n t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  k i n d  o f  t a l k  

h e l p s  c r e a t e  bad r e l a t i o n s h i p s  be tween  t h e  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  

r e g u l a t o r s ,  and t h e  l a c k  o f  g o o d w i l l  and s u p p o r t .  They have  

made i t  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  m a i n t a i n  good p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  

t h e  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  p u b l i c ,  g e n e r a l l y .  I ' m  s u r e  i t  has  d i s -  

c o u r a g e d  good p e o p l e  f r o m  s e e k i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  c a r e e r s .  

FL: S t e v e ,  t h i s  has  been a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  and 

y o u ' v e  f u r n i s h e d  some m a t e r i a l  t h a t  w i l l  be v e r y  v a l u a b l e  t o  

us .  I s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  you  t h i n k  o f  t h a t  y o u ' d  l i k e  

t o  p u t  on t h e  r e c o r d ?  

M S :  F r e d ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  o f  a n y t h i n g  a t  t h e  moment t h a t  I 

f e e l  w o u l d  be w o r t h y  o f  i n c l u d i n g .  I guess  t h e r e  a r e  t h i n g s  

t h a t  w i l l  come t o  m i n d .  I h a d n ' t  r e a l l y  t h o u g h t  v e r y  much o f  

a l l  o f  t h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  b e f o r e  you  began  m a k i n g  n o i s e s  a b o u t  

d o i n g  t h i s  and I b e g a n  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  

t h a t  h a d  happened  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  I h a v e  e n j o y e d  t h i s ,  i t ' s  

been a p l e a s u r e  t o  do i t ,  and  i f  I do t h i n k  o f  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  

t h a t  seems n o t e w o r t h y ,  I w i l l ,  i n  some f a s h i o n  t r y  t o  b r i n g  

i t  t o  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  

FL :  Thank y o u .  And t h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  make 

t h i s  r e c o r d i n g .  I t ' s ,  I t h i n k ,  g o i n g  t o  be v e r y  he l p f u l  t o  

t h i s  l i t t l e  p r o j e c t  t h a t  w e ' r e  embarked on. 

M S :  I hope so, F r e d .  I d o n ' t  know how much I have  c o n t r i b -  

u t e d .  






