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INTRODUCTION 

This i s  a t ranscr ipt ion of a taped interview, one of a 

s e r i e s  conducted by Robert G.  Porter and Fred L .  Lofsvold, 

r e t i r ed  employees of the U. S. Food and Drug Administration. 

The interviews ,were held with r e t i r ed  F.D.A. employees 

whose recollections may serve t o  enrich the wri t ten record. 

I t  i s  hcped tha t  these narra t ives  of things past  will serve 

as source material f o r  present and future  researchers; t h a t  

the s t o r i e s  of important accomplishments, in te res t ing  events,  

and distinguished leaders will  f ind a place in  t ra ining and 

or ientat ion of new employees, and may b e  useful to enhance 

the morale of the organization; and f i n a l l y ,  t h a t  they will 

be of value t o  Dr. James Harvey Young in  the  writ ing of the  

hi s tory of the Food and Drug Administration. 

The tapes and t ranscr ipt ions  will become a par t  of the  

collection of the National Library of Medicine and copies of 

the t ra r sc r ip t ions  will be placed in the  Library of Emory 

University. 



us. 

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

I TAPE INDEX SHEET CASSETTE NUMBER(S) 1 and 2 

GENERAL T 3 P K  OF INTERVIEW: History of the Food & Drug Administration 

DATE: 6/9/80 PLACE: W i n t h r o ~ .  Maine LENGTH: 81 minutes 

INTERVIEWEE INTERVIEWER * 

NAME: CHARLES A. WOO0 NAME: Fred L. Lo fsvo ld .  

ADDRESS:  ADDRESS: U.S. Food & Drua Administration 

  Denver, Colorado 

FDA SERVICE DATES: FROM 1919 TO 1953 RETIRED? Yes 

TITLE: Resident Inspector ,  Por t land,  Malne 

(If retired, title of last FDA position) 


CASSETT SIDE EST.TIME PAGE SUBJECT 

NO. NO. ON TAPE NO.
1 I I 

Experience i n  grocery business. 

Takes C i v i l  Serv ice examinat ion f o r  Food 


and Drug Inspector.  
Appointed as lnspector  a t  New York Sta t ion .  
Transferred t o  B u f f a l o .  
Work a t  Bu f fa lo .  
Apple waste v inegar proglem. 
lnspector  t r a v e l .  

Resigns from FDA i n  1921. 

Rejo ins FDA a t  Ba l t imore  i n  1925 and i s  


t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Buf fa lo .  

Resigns f rom FDA i n  1928. 

Rejo ins FDA. -

Transferred t o  Por t land,  Maine, 1948. 

Inspect ion  work i n  Maine. -

Lead i n  sardines and chocolate products. 
-
P e s t i c i d e  res idue problem. 
Commissioner Campbell. 
D i rec to rs  o f  Boston o f f i c e .  

I l l e g a l  sa les o f  Rx drugs. 

St inson Canning Co. bond f o r f e i t u r e  case. 

lnspect ion  t r a v e l  be fore  FDA had cars. 

Communication between lnspector  and h i s  


headquarters. 
Sampling procedures. 
Deputized t o  a c t  as U.S. Marshal. 
End o f  recording. 

* A lso  present :  A r thu r  J. Beebe, J r . ,  Regional Food & Drug D i r e c t o r ,  Boston, Mass. and 
Donald Stresser ,  Resident I nves t i ga to r ,  Augusta, Maine. 



T h i s  i s  a r e c o r d i n g  i n  t h e  F D A  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t .  

We a r e  i n t e r v i e w i n g  t o d a y  Mr. C h a r l e s  A. Wood, a r e t i r e d  

Food and Drug I n s p e c t o r  a t  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  i n  Win throp ,  

Maine. Also  p r e s e n t  a r e  Mr. A r t h u r  J .  Beebe,  J r . ,  Regiona l  

Food and Drug D i r e c t o r ,  Regional  I  and Donald S t r e s s e r ,  

R e s i d e n t  I n v e s t i g a t o r  a t  Augus t a ,  Maine. The d a t e  i s  J u n e  

9 ,  1980. My name i s  Fred L o f s v o l d .  

L o f s v o l d :  Mr. Wood, would you t e l l  us now a l i t t l e  b i t  

abou t  how you s t a r t e d  w i th  t h e  Food and Drug 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ?  

Wood: A f t e r  World War I i n  1919 ,  an a r t i c l e  i n  a New 

Bedford' ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  newspaper i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 

c i v i l  s e r v i c e  e x a m i n a t i o n  coming ou t  f o r  Food and Drug 

I n s p e c t o r  i n  J u n e  and t o  w r i t e  t o  t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  Com- 

m i s s i o n  i n  Washington ,  D . C .  f o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s .  So ,  I 

w r o t e  t o  them a n d  t h e y  s e n t  back t o  me a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

n e c e s s a r y  and s a i d  t h a t  I would have t o  be a c o l l e g e  

g r a d u a t e  and have two y e a r s  of c h e m i s t r y ,  o r  h igh  s choo l  

g r a d u a t e  w i t h  f o u r  y e a r s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  e i t h e r  

t h e  food o r  d r u g  b u s i n e s s .  

A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I  had o v e r  f o u r  y e a r s  i n  t h e  food b u s i -

n e s s  so. I a p p l i e d  on t h a t  b a s i s .  F i v e  o r  s i x  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  

I was work ing  f o r  a c o u n t r y  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  i n  W e s t p o r t ,  

M a s s s a c h u s e t t s  w h i l e  I was g o i n g  t o  grammar s choo l  and h igh  

s c h o o l .  T h i s  s t o r e  was o p e r a t e d  by A. J .  P o t t e r  and e v e r y  



S a t u r d a y  he l oaded  more and more work on me and f i n a l l y  

t o l d  me one  day t o  t a k e  t h e  one h o r s e  wagon and go t o  F a l l  

R i v e r  t o  p i c k  u p  s u p p l i e s .  Tha t  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a r e g u l a r  

S a t u r d a y  t o b  of g o i n g  t o  F a l l  R i v e r  t o  p i ck  u p  s u p p l i e s  f o r  

t h e  s t o r e .  F i n a l l y ,  one  d a y ,  he wanted t o  know i f  I c o u l d  

h a n d l e  a p a i r  of h o r s e s .  He s a i d  we had t o  g e t  a  b i g  l o a d  

and had t o  have a p a i r  of h o r s e s .  He had p icked  u p  an o l d  

w h i t e  h o r s e  a t  an a u c t i o n .  He wanted me t o  t a k e  t h e  b i g  

w h i t e  h o r s e  a1 ong s i d e  of a 1  i t t l  e  b l a c k  mare t o  make a 

p a i r  of h o r s e s .  I had no t r o u b l e  a t  a l l  g e t t i n g  t o  F a l l  

R i v e r  when empty,  b u t  when you g e t  t o  F a l l  R i v e r ,  t h e r e  was 

t h e  A l l e n  S l a d e  Co., a  p rominent  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  company 

t h e r e .  J u s t  below t h e  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  company was a 

f e e d l o t  where you c o u l d  d r i v e  i n  w i t h  a  h o r s e  r i g  and f e e d  

y o u r  h o r s e  w h i l e  you went o v e r  t o  t h e  w h o l e s a l e  company t o  

do y o u r  b u s i n e s s .  I p u t  t h e  f e e d b a g s  on t h e  h o r s e s  and 

t h e r e  was no problem a t  a l l  g e t t i n g  a round  t h e r e .  

I p u t  t h e  f e e d b a g s  o n ,  went o v e r  t o  A l l e n  S l a d e  Co. and 

p l a c e d  my o r d e r ,  and t h e y  stamped t h e  o r d e r  f o r  1:30 P . M .  

A t  1:30, 1 was supposed  t o  be backed u p  t o  t h i s  l o n g  l o a d -

i n g  p l a t f o r m  t o  p i ck  u p  my l o a d .  J u s t  b e f o r e  1  :3O, I went 

o v e r  and t o o k  t h e  f e e d b a g s  o f f  and p u t  t h e  b r i d l e s  on and 

g o t  t h e  wagon down t o  Second S t r e e t  and g o t  i n  my p o s i t i o n  

t o  back i n .  I n  f r o n t  of t h e  l o a d i n g  p l a t f o r m  t h e r e  was an 

a u t o  t r u c k  parked  on one s i d e  and a f o u r - h o r s e  d r a y  h i t c h  

on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  T h e r e  was abou t  a n i n e  f o o t  s p a c e  

be tween  t h e  two ,  and I had t o  back u p  abou t  f i f t y  f e e t  



t o  g e t  t o  t h e  p l a t f o r m  t o  l o a d .  So, I s t a r t e d  b a c k  and 

t h a t  l i t t l e  b l a c k  mare  s t a r t e d  q u i c k e r  . . . and  t h r e w  t h e  

p o l e  o v e r ,  and t h e  p o l e  w e n t  one way and t h e  wagon t h e  

o t h e r .  I was a i m i n g  f i r s t  f o r  one o f  t h e  h o r s e s  o r  t h e  

t r u c k  and g e t t i n g  n o w h e r e  f a s t .  F i n a l l y ,  a p o l i c e m a n  came 

a l o n g  and t r i e d  t o  h e l p  me o u t .  One h o r s e  went  q u i c k e r  

t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  and p u l l e d  t h e  p o l e  o v e r  and h i t  h i m  r i g h t  

i n  t h e  g u t ,  s o  t h a t  ended  h i s  h e l p .  Then  I was on my own. 

So, f i n a l l y ,  I d e c i d e d  t o  a d j u s t  t h e  r e i n s ,  and g o t  t h e  

r e i n s  so t h a t  t h e  r e i n s  w o u l d  p u l l  t h e  w h i t e  h o r s e  b a c k  

b e f o r e  t h e  b l a c k  one. 

So, f i n a l l y  I g o t  i n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t r u c k  and t h e  f o u r  

h o r s e  h i t c h ,  and I g o t  t h e  wagon b a c k  t o  t h e  p l a t f o r m .  

When I ' g o t  u p  t h e r e ,  my a u d i e n c e  i n c l u d e d  t h i s  d i g n i f i e d  

man w i t h  a b l a c k  d e r b y  h a t  and a g r a y  s u i t ,  who p r o v e d  t o  

be  Ben G i f f o r d ,  t h e  owner  o f  t h e  A l l e n  S l a d e  Co. H i s  o n l y  

comment was as  t o  w h a t  Abe P o t t e r  was t h i n k i n g  o f  t o  send  a 

k i d  o u t  w i t h  any  s u c h  m i s m a t e d  p a i r  o f  h o r s e s  as  t h a t .  "I 

d o n ' t  know w h a t  he  was t h i n k i n g  o f ,  he  m u s t  be c r a z y . "  

From t h e n  on,  Ben G i f f o r d  was my f r i e n d .  He c a l l e d  me 

"Abe  P o t t e r . "  He w o u l d  ask  me how e v e r y t h i n g  was o u t  i n  

W e s t p o r t .  I t  d i d n ' t  m a t t e r  w h e t h e r  I was p l a c i n g  an o r d e r  

o r  m a k i n g  a paymen t .  One ime I was m a k i n g  a c a s h  paymen t  

o f  $ 5 0 0  and  he s a i d  , "You t e l  1  Abe P o t t e r  t h a t  p a y i n g  $500  

a week i s n ' t  h e l p i n g  1  ower  h i s  b i l l  any .  T e l l  h i m  he  i s  

t a k i n g  m o r e  t h a n  h e  i s  p a y  ng  f o r . "  So, n e x t  t i m e  I saw 



Abe I t o l d  h i m  and,  s u r e  enough ,  h e  gave  me $1,000 f o r  t h e  

n e x t  p a y m e n t  and t h a t  a p p e a l e d  t o  Ben  G i f f o r d .  From t h e n  

o n ,  h e  was my f r i e n d ,  and I w o u l d  go i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  and 

p a s s  t h e  t i m e  o f  day  w i t h  h im .  

A b o u t  t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  on, I g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  h i g h  

s c h o o l  i n  New B e d f o r d .  I was o u t  o f  a  j o b .  So, I f o u n d  a 

p a r t  t i m e  j o b  a t  a  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  r i g h t  i n  New B e d f o r d  

o p e r a t e d  b y  a L e s t e r  J e n k i n s .  He had  a w i r e l e s s  t e l e -

g r a p h y  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  b a c k  p a r t  o f  h i s  s t o r e ,  and he was 

p a y i n g  m o r e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  w i r e l e s s  t e l e g r a p h y  t h a n  he was t o  

b u s i n e s s ,  and h i s  b u s i n e s s  was f a s t  s l i p p i n g  away. I w o u l d  

go down t o  h e l p  h i m  t e n d  s t o r e  and do  odd j o b s .  He k e p t  

p u t t i n g  m o r e  and more  t i m e  i n t o  w i r e l e s s  t e l e g r a p h y  and 

l e s s  i n  h i s  g r o c e r y  b u s i n e s s .  So, when I g r a d u a t e d ,  h e  

p r o p o s e d  t o  me, why d i d n ' t  h e  l e a s e  me h i s  s t o r e .  By t h a t  

t i m e ,  h i s  s t o c k  had  gone down t o  w h e r e  he had p r a c t i c a l l y  

n o  s t o c k  on  hand ,  and he s a i d  he w o u l d  s e l l  me a  f o u r - y e a r  

l e a s e  on  h i s  s t o r e .  I t  sounded  good.  Nobody g a v e  me a n y  

e n c o u r a g e b e n t .  So, I i n q u i r e d  a r o u n d ,  and t h e y  s a i d  t h e  

f i r s t  t h i n g  i s  y o u  h a v e  t o  h a v e  some s t o c k .  So, I b e g a n  

r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  t o  t h e  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  c o m p a n i e s  i n  New 

B e d f o r d  t o  s e e  i f  I c o u l d  g e t  any  f i n a n c i a l  b a c k i n g  o r  i f  I 

c o u l d  g e t  some s t o c k  on c r e d i t .  They  a l l  t u r n e d  me down 

c o l d .  F i n a l l y ,  I h e a r d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a new w h o l e s a l e  

g r o c e r y  company o p e n i n g  up i n  New B e d f o r d  and t h a t  a Sam 

F r a n c e  was r u n n i n g  i t  f o r  somebody o v e r  i n  F a l l  R i v e r .  I 



w e n t  i n  ar,d, s u r e  enough ,  Sam F r a n c e  was w o r k i n g  f o r  Ben 

G i f f o r d ,  and  Ben G i f f o r d  owned t h e  A l l a n  S l a d e  Co., w h i c h  
-

was a b i g  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  company.  So I w e n t  t o  s e e  Sam 

F r a n c e ,  a r d  he  t u r n e d  me down c o l d  and s a i d  t h a t  Ben 

G i f f o r d  w o u l d  n o t  g i v e  c r e d i t  t o  h i s  own son.  He g a v e  

s t r i c t  o r d e r s :  c a s h  o r  no s a l e .  

I s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  I know Ben G i f f o r d . "  He s a i d ,  "You  know 

Ben G i f f o r d ?  W e l l ,  go see h i m ;  he  m i g h t  g i v e  y o u  a l i t t l e  

a d v a n c e  t o  s t o c k  y o u r  s t o r e . "  So, n e x t  d a y  I w e n t  t o  see 

Ben G i f f o r d .  H i s  c l e r k  p r e t e n d e d  he was so b u s y  he 

c o u l d n ' t  see a n y b o d y .  W h i l e  I was a r g u i n g  w i t h  t h e  g i r l  

t h e r e ,  Ben came o u t  and s a i d ,  "Abe P o t t e r ,  wha t  a r e  y o u  

d o i n g ? "  I s a i d  t h a t  I w a n t e d  t o  g e t  a  l i t t l e  c r e d i t  t o  g e t  

i n t o  t h e  g r o c e r y  b u s i n e s s  o v e r  a t  New B e d f o r d .  He s a i d ,  

" Y o u  g o t  t h e  wrong  p l a c e ,  b u t  come on i n . "  So, I w e n t  i n ,  

and  he t r i e d  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  me. He t o l d  me t h a t  c h a i n  

s t o r e s  w e r e  c o m i n g  i n  and t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  was g e t t i n g  

r o u g h .  O l d  t i m e r s  were  g o i n g  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  b a n k r u p t ,  

and  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e .  F i n a l l y  he s a i d ,  "I'llc a l l  up  Sam 

F r a n c e  and n e x t  t i m e  y o u  a r e  i n  New B e d f o r d ,  go see h i m . "  

W e l l ,  W e s t p o r t  i s  a b o u t  h a l f  way b e t w e e n  New B e d f o r d  

a n d  F a l l  R i v e r ,  s o  I w e n t  i n  t o  s e e  Sam F r a n c e .  He s a i d ,  

"Wha t  d i d  y o u  d o  t o  h y p n o t i z e  o l d  Ben G i f f o r d ? "  I s a i d ,  

"Why?" He s a i d  t h a t  G i f f o r d  c a l l e d  h i m  and s a i d  t h a t  i f  

t h a t  Wood b o y  o u t  a t  W e s t p o r t  comes i n  and s t i l l  t h i n k s  he 

w a n t s  t o  go i n t o  t h e  g r o c e r y  b u s i n e s s ,  s t o c k  h i m  u p .  



L o f s v o l d :  You were  w h a t ,  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  o l d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

And t h e n  you were i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  b e f o r e  you 

went i n t o  t h e  Army i n  World War I ?  

Wood: About two y e a r s  a f t e r  open ing  my f i r s t  s t o r e  I 

bought  a l o t  n e a r  my home and had a second s t o r e  b u i l t  S O  I 

had f o u r  and a  h a l f  y e a r s  b e f o r e  World War i n  t h e  g r o c e r y  

b u s i n e s s ,  f o u r  and o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  i n  one s t o r e  and t h e n  t h e  

l a s t  two y e a r s  I  was runn ing  two s t o r e s .  

L o f s v o l d :  Then,  when you came back from World War I w i t h  

y o u r  s t o r e s  a l r e a d y  l e a s e d  . . . you were l o o k i n g  f o r  a 

j o b ?  

Wood: When I came back I had t h e  two s t o r e s  l e a s e d  o u t ,  

b u t  when I saw t h e  f o u r  y e a r s '  e x p e r i e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  I 

s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  t h a t  h i t s  me." Because  I had from ' 1 3  t o  ' 1 7  

w i t h  t h e  g r o c e r y  b u s i n e s s ,  and t h i s  was i n  ' 1 9 ,  so  t h a t  

q u a l i f i e d  me t o  t a k e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n .  

L o f s v o l d :  Was t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  kind of p r a c t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  

a s  t o  what an i n s p e c t o r  would l o o k  f o r ?  

Wood: . Y e s ,  ve ry  p r a c t i c a l .  I  c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  t h e  name o f  

t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  man, b u t  he kep t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  

t h a t  t o o k  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  and he would c a l l  you i n  and 



q u i z  y o u  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e y  a s k e d .  On t h e  b a s i s  of  w h a t  

e v e r y b o d y  t o l d  h i m  a b o u t  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  he h a d  a l i t t l e  

i d e a  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e  n e x t  e x a m i n a t i o n  w o u l d  be  l i k e .  

L o f s v o l d :  Then,  how l o n g  was i t  f r o m  when y o u  t o o k  t h e  

exam b e f o r e  y o u  were  h i r e d ?  

Wood: I t h i n k  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  was i n  June.  The e n t r a n c e  

s a l a r y  f o r  a Food and D r u g  I n s p e c t o r  was $1,400 p e r  y e a r  

w i t h  a t r a v e l  a l l o w a n c e  o f  $4.00 p e r  day.  I t  d i d n ' t  t a k e  

v e r y  l o n g ,  b e c a u s e  i t  was s o o n e r  t h a n  I e x p e c t e d  t o  h e a r  

a n y t h i n g .  I g o t  a l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  Commiss ion  

s t a t i n g  t h a t  I h a d  p a s s e d  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  and q u a l i f i e d  f o r  

a p p o i n t m e n t ,  and s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I go i n  and s e e  George  

Adams, C h i e f  o f  t h e  B o s t o n  S t a t i o n  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  Chem-

i s t r y  on  A t l a n t i c  Avenue,  a t  t h e  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y .  

L o f s v o l d :  He was t h e  c h i e f  a t  B o s t o n ?  

Wood: Yes, t h e  c h i e f  a t  t h e  B o s t o n  S t a t i o n .  He w a s n ' t  a 

d o c t o r ,  b u t  he  had c a l l e d  h i m s e l f  d o c t o r  so l o n g  t h a t  

e v e r y b o d y  c a l l  ed h i m  d o c t o r .  

B e e b e : .  What was h i s  f 

Wood: George  H. Adams. He was a g o o d  f e l l o w  t o  w o r k  f o r ,  

and  I l i k e d  h i m  v e r y  much. I w e n t  i n  and had an i n t e r v i e w  



w i t h  h i m  and t h e n  v e r y  s o o n  a f t e r  I h a d  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  I g o t  

a n o t i c e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  The B u r e a u  o f  C h e m i s t r y ,  2 0 1  V a r i c k  

S t r e e t  i n  New Y o r k  on  s u c h  a d a t e .  I g o t  down t o  New Y o r k  

on t h a t  d a t e ,  and  I r a n  i n t o  Leo  L u s b y ,  who had come up 

f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n ,  a p p o i n t e d  on t h e  same d a t e  t h a t  I was. 

L o f s v o l d :  Who was i n  c h a r g e  a t  New Y o r k  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

Wood: When I g o t  t o  New Y o r k ,  2 0 1  V a r i c k  S t r e e t ,  I a s k e d  

f o r  D r .  B rown  o r  w h o e v e r  I was s u p p o s e d  t o  see .  A f e l l o w  

named L e i c e s t e r  P a t t e n  f r o m  B u f f a l o  was t e m p o r a r i l y  i n  

c h a r g e  o f  t h e  New Y o r k  D i s t r i c t .  I had t o  do  a l l  my 

b u s i n e s s  w i t h  M r .  P a t t e n .  He a s s i g n e d  one o f  t h e  i n -

@ 
s p e c t o r ' s  t o  h e l p  me f i n d  a p l a c e  t o  l i v e ,  e t c .  He t o l d  me 

a b o u t  w h a t  t h e  w o r k  was l i k e  and h e l p e d  t o  g e t  me s e t t l e d .  

So, L e i c e s t e r  P a t t e n  g o t  t o  be a good  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e .  He 

w o u l d  s t o p  b y  and see how I was g e t t i n g  a l o n g .  I t  w a s n ' t  

l o n g  b e f o r e  he  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  I l i k e d  t h e  j o b ,  and  I d i d n ' t  

l i k e  New Y o r k  C i ty .  I t w a s n ' t  l o n g  a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  M r .  

P a t t e n  was c a l l e d  b a c k  t o  B u f f a l o ,  w h e r e  he was c h i e f  o f  

t h e  s t a t i o n .  I n  a b o u t  t w o  weeks I g o t  a l e t t e r  f r o m  M r .  

P a t t e n  s a y i n g  h e  h a d  a r e s i g n a t i o n  i n  B u f f a l o ,  and was 

r e d u c e d  t o  one i n s p e c t o r  i n  w e s t e r n  New Y o r k  S t a t e ,  W e s t e r n  

P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  p a r t  o f  O h i o ,  and p a r t  o f  West V i r g i n i a .  He 

w o n d e r e d  i f  I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b e i n g  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  

B u f f a l o .  



I 

I was a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t r a v e l i n g  and I w r o t e  

back t o  P a t t e n  and t o l d  h i m  t h a t  t h e r e  was no q u e s t i o n  i n  

my mind t h a t  I  would p r e f e r  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  New York 

and t h a n k e d  him f o r  t h i n k i n g  of me. In abou t  two weeks,  

was u p  i n  B u f f a l o  working w i t h  L e i c e s t e r  P a t t e n .  

L o f s v o l d :  How l o n g  had you been i n  New York? 

Wood: One month . . . no q u e s t i o n  . . . i n  abou t  a 

month I knew. 

S t r e s s e r :  What d i d n ' t  you l i k e  a b o u t  New York? 

Wood: ' O h ,  e l e v a t e d  t r a i n s  r u n n i n g  i n  back of t h e  a p p r a i -  

s e r s  s t o r e  b u i l d i n g ,  s t e a m b o a t  l a n d i n g s  i n  f r o n t  of you ,  

e t c . ,  e t c .  The p o p u l a t i o n  was w i ld  . I j u s t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  

a n y t h i n g  abou t  i t .  I was a c o u n t r y  boy and had no use  f o r  

t h e  b i g  c i t y .  

L o f s v o l d :  Was B u f f a l o  any b e t t e r ?  

Wood: O h ,  y e s .  I ' v e  a lways  t h o u g h t  of B u f f a l o  a s  j u s t  a 

g r e a t  b i g  c o u n t r y  town.  I l i k e d  i t  much b e t t e r ,  b u t  t h e  

s ad  p a r t  o f  i t  was t h a t  when I g o t  t o  B u f f a l o ,  I found t h a t  

W a l t e r  M i l l e r ,  t h e  one  i n s p e c t o r  t h e r e ,  l i v e d  i n  Orchard  

Pa rk  and had come i n t o  Food and Drug i n s p e c t i o n  from t h e  

Customs S e r v i c e .  He had a lways  l i v e d  i n  Orcha rd  P a r k ,  and 



he  n a t u r a l l y  g o t  a l l  t h e  l o c a l  work f o r  B u f f a l o  and v i c i -

n i t y ,  and  I was s p e n d i n g  a l l  my t i m e  t r a v e l i n g  b e t w e e n  

B u f f a l o  and  P i t t s b u r g h  and w o r k i n g  w e s t e r n  New York S t a t e ,  

w e s t e r n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  and p a r t s  o f  O h i o ,  and West V i r g i n i a .  

L o f s v o l d :  What k i n d  of  work w e r e  you d o i n g ?  

Wood: E v e r y t h i n g .  You s e e  t h e  Food and  Drugs  Act  had o n l y  

b e e n  i n  f o r c e  f o r  a b o u t  1 3  y e a r s ,  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 0 6  . . . s o  i t  

had b e e n  o n l y  a b o u t  1 3  y e a r s  t h a t  t h e  l a w  had been  i n  

e f f e c t .  The o l d  o r i g i n a l  Food and Drug A c t  was b a d l y  mixed 

up and amendment s  had t o  b e  made. In  f a c t ,  some o f  t h e  

j u d g e s  who had a c a s e  would  w r i t e  an o p i n i o n s  a s  t o  why t h e  

l a w  d i d n ' t  a p p l y ,  and  why t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  t a k e  a c t i o n .  

J u d g e  Orr, i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  was o n e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  oppo-

n e n t s .  He had w r i t t e n  s e v e r a l  o p i n i o n s  on q u e s t i o n a b l e  

Food and C r u g  v i o l a t i o n s .  One o f  them was on d r u g  m i s -

b r a n d i n g .  The  l a w  r e a d  t h a t  a d r u g  was deemed t o  be  

m i s b r a n d e d  i f  t h e  l a b e l i n g  i s  f a l s e  and  f r a u d u l e n t .  

J u d g e  Orr p i c k e d  up a  c a s e  t h a t  was p r e s e n t e d  t o  him 

and s a i d  t h a t  i t  was no t r o u b l e  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  i t  was f a l s e ,  

b u t  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  i s  was f a l s e  and  f r a u d u l e n t  had a d o u b l e  

b a r r e l e d  e f f e c t ,  and  you had t o  p r o v e  b o t h  i n  o r d e r  t o  

b r i n g  a  c a s e .  Y u c o u l d  n o t  p r o v e  a p r o d u c t  f r a u d u l e n t  

u n l e s s  y o u  c o u l d  p r o v e  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s  f r a m e  o f  mind a t  

t h e  t i m e  o f  l a b e  i n g .  I f  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  be1 i e v e d  i t  



w o u l d  r e a l l y  do  w h a t  h e  s a i d  i t  w o u l d  d o ,  i t  was n o t  

f r a u d u l e n t .  

L o f s v o l d :  It was v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t h e n  t o  g e t  anybody  

c o n v i c t e d ?  

Wood: I t  was n e x t  t o  i m p o s s i b l e  u n t i l  W a l t e r  C a m p b e l l  came 

a l o n g  and  s t a r t e d  needed  amendments. I t h i n k  i t  t o o k  a b o u t  

t w o  y e a r s  t o  g e t  t h e  " a n d "  changed  t o  " o r " ,  " f a l s e  -o r  

f r a u d u l e n t " .  Then, y o u  c o u l d  g e t  a c a s e  on f a l s e  c l a i m s  

a l o n e ,  o r  i f  y o u  had a f r a u d u l e n t  c a s e ,  y o u  c o u l d  t a k e  

b o t h .  

Lo fsvo1 .d :  What k i n d  o f  f o o d s  were  y o u  w o r k i n g  on a t  t h a t  

t ime? 

Wood: A n y t h i n g  t h a t  came up,  d r i e d  a p p l e  w a s t e  v i n e g a r  a t  

o n e  t i m e .  

L o f s v o l d :  I s  t h a t  t h e  v i n e g a r  made o u t  o f  d r i e d  a p p l e s ?  

Wood: Yes, t h a t  i s  r i g h t .  I g o t  i n  j u s t  i n  t i m e  t o  w o r k  

o n  t h a t  one. 

Whe.n I was w o r k i n g  i n  B u f f a l o ,  I w o r k e d  m o s t l y  i n  

W e s t e r n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  and i n  p a r t s  o f  O h i o  and West 



V i r g i n i a .  I w o u l d  go t h r o u g h  s o u t h e r n  New Y o r k  p r o b a b l y  

t w e n t y  f i v e  t i m e s  i n  a  y e a r  b e t w e e n  B u f f a l o  and P i t t s b u r g h .  

It was a l w a y s  on a P u l l m a n  s l e e p e r .  Sherman,  New Y o r k  i s  

a b o u t  h a l f  way b e t w e e n  B u f f a l o  and  P i t t s b u r g h .  An a s s i g n -

m e n t  came up i n  Sherman,  someone had w r i t t e n  i n  a b o u t  

w a n t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and l a b e l i n g  f l a v o r i n g  

e x t r a c t s .  We n e v e r  g o t  a r o u n d  t o  i t ,  b e c a u s e  we a l w a y s  

w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e r e  a b o u t  m i d n i g h t  on t h e  s l e e p e r  and n e v e r  

g o t  a r o u n d  t o  i t .  

F i n a l l y ,  I s a i d  w e l l ,  n e x t  week I am g o i n g  t o  t a k e  a 

week and g e t  odd  j o b s  done ,  and I w i l l  go down t o  Sherman 

and s e e  a b o u t  t h e  f l a v o r i n g  e x t r a c t .  So, I made my 

s c h e d u l e  o u t ,  and I t h i n k  Wednesday o r  T h u r s d a y  I was g o i n g  

t o  b e  i n  Sherman,  a n d  I c o u l d  l o o k  a t  t h e  e x t r a c t  p l a c e .  

O f  c o u r s e ,  when y o u  made o u t  y o u r  i t i n e r a r y  f o r  a week, y o u  

h a d  t o  show when and where  y o u  w e r e  g o i n g ,  how y o u  w e r e  

g o i n g ,  anc y o u  a l w a y s  had t o  be  p r e p a r e d  f o r  s p e n d i n g  l o t s  

o f  t i m e  on t h e  r o a d ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y .  You had t o  s i g n  up t o  

t r a v e l  a n y w h e r e  i n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  We w e r e  

a s s i g n e d  a b i g  handbag  w i t h  a b r i e f  c a s e  a t t a c h e d  w h i c h  had 

t o  be  t a k e n  e v e n  o n  a one d a y  t r i p .  You had t o  a l w a y s  have  

e v e r y  t h i n g  y o u  needed  f o r  a t r i p .  You had s u p p l i e s  enough  

t o  c a r r y  y o u  a l m o s t  i n d e f i n i t e l y ,  e x c e p t  f o r  b u y i n g  c l o t h e s  

and f i n d i r g  a  l a u n d r y .  

So, I g o t  on  t h e  t r a i n  t h i s  m o r n i n g  and w e n t  down on 

t h e  B u f f a l o ,  R o c h e s t e r  and P i t t s b u r g h  R a i l r o a d .  Sherman 

wa's i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  New Y o r k  S t a t e ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  y o u  



I 

g e t  t o  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  l i n e .  I n  g o i n g  down y o u  come 

t h r o u g h  M a y v i l l e .  We were  j u s t  p u l l i n g  o u t  o f  M a y v i l l e ,  

and I knew t h a t  Sherman was g o i n g  t o  be  t h e  n e x t  s t o p .  

was g e t t i n g  my s t u f f  t o g e t h e r  and p r e p a r i n g  t o  g e t  o f f  a t  

Sherman.  The c o n d u c t o r  came down t h e  a i s l e  j u s t  as  we w e r e  

l e a v i n g  M a y v i l  e and he s a i d ,  " T e l e g r a m ,  t e l e g r a m ,  t e l  egram 

f o r  C h a r l e s  A. Wood." So I w e n t  up  t o  mee t  h im.  S u r e  

enough ,  t h e  t e  egram was f r o m  H a r v e y  Wagner s a y i n g  t o  

" r e m a i n  o n  t r a  n t o  P i t t s b u r g h  and c a l l  t h e  o f f i c e . "  

T h a t  was r g h t  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  w a s t e  v i n e g a r  

was b r e a k i n g ,  c a r l o a d  a f t e r  c a r l o a d  o f  w a s t e  v i n e g a r  b e i n g  

s h i p p e d  i n  f r o m  New York  S t a t e  i n t o  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  where  we 

had j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  w i t h  " p u r e  c i d e r  v i n e g a r "  s t e n c i l l e d  on 

t h e  b a r ' r e l s .  I c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h e n  c a l l e d  

H a r v e y  t o  t e l l  h i m  t h a t  was t h e  s e t - u p  and t h a t  t h e r e  had 

b e e n  s e v e r a l  c a r l o a d s  s h i p p e d  i n t o  P e n n s y l v a n i a  o v e r  w h i c h  

we had j u r i s d i c t i o n .  I t was j u s t  w a s t e  v i n e g a r  and was 

m i s b r a n d e d  and  I samp led  i t  f o r  s e i z u r e .  T h i s  w a s t e  v i n e -

g a r  was made up f r o m  d r i e d  a p p l e  w a s t e ,  s k i n s  and c o r e s  and 

m i x e d  w i t h  a d i l u t e  a c e t i c  a c i d  s o l u t i o n .  

So,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  home t h a t  n i g h t  f o r  s u p p e r  i n  

B u f f a l o ,  I was i n  P i t t s b u r g h  and  c a l l e d  my w i f e  t o  t e l l  h e r  

I was t h e r e  o n  an i n d e f i n i t e  a s s i g n m e n t .  T h a t  a s s i g n m e n t  

l a s t e d  , f o r  f i v e  weeks .  

L o f s v o l d :  You t r a v e l e d  m o s t l y  b y  t r a i n ,  t h e n ?  



Wood: Al l  by t r a i n .  Normal ly ,  I would go down t o  

P i t t s b u r g h  on Sunday n i g h t  and come back on F r i d a y  n i g h t  o r  

S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  by Pu l lman .  Then go down t o  t h e  o f f i c e  and 

spend  a few d a y s  i n  B u f f a l o  and t h e n  l e a v e  a g a i n  t h e  n e x t  

week. For t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o r  two ,  I was go ing  back and 

f o r t h  between B u f f a l o  and P i t t s b u r g h .  

Beebe: When you were  i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  how d i d  you t r a v e l  

a round  t h e  c i t y - - o n  t r o l l e y s ?  

Wood : T r o l l  e y s .  F i r s t  we used government  t r a v e l  r e q u e s t s  

f o r  e a c h  l i t t l e  t own. Then i n s t e a d  o f f  making o u t  a t r a v e l  

r e q u e s t  we would g e t  a  1000 m i l e  t h i r t y  d o l l a r  s c r i p t  book, 

and t h e n  you woul d hand i t  t o  t h e  c o n d u c t o r  who would p u l l  

t h e  f a r e  t o  whe reve r  you were go ing  and kep t  a r e c o r d  of 

i t .  When t h a t  was gone ,  you would buy a n o t h e r  s c r i p t  book 

f o r  t r a v e l i n g  by t r a i n .  Tha t  simp1 i f i e d  m a t t e r s .  

L o f s v o l d :  When you c o l l e c t e d  s a m p l e s ,  what would you do? 

H i r e  someone t o  t a k e  them down t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  s h i p  them 

i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e ?  

Wood: Wel l ,  you c o u l d  e x p r e s s  o r  mail  t h e  s amples .  You 

were  a l l o w e d  d r a y a g e ,  and you c o u l d  t a k e  them t o  t h e  s t a -

t i o n  o r  whe reve r  you were  go ing  . . . I used t o  have them 

t a k e n  t o  t h e  h o t e l  o r  Rai lway Expres s  O f f i c e  b e c a u s e  I 



s t a y e d  a t  t h e  Monongahela House i n  P i t t s b u r g h .  I was t h e r e  

more t h a n  I was i n  B u f f a l o .  

L o f s v o l d :  How l o n g  were you i n  Buf fa  0? 

Wood: Two y e a r s .  I ' l l  t e l l  you why t ended i n  two y e a r s .  

I g o t  t h i s  t e l e g r a m  from Harvey Wagne t o  c o n t i n u e  on t o  

P i t t s b u r g h  when I was f i g u r i n g  on b e i n g  home f o r  s u p p e r  

t h a t  n i g h t .  I was t h e r e  f o r  f i v e  weeks .  So a t  t h e  end of 

t h e  f i v e  weeks,  I w r o t e  a l e t t e r  i n  t o  Wagner t e l l i n g  him 

t h a t  I was r u n n i n g  o u t  of s u p p l i e s  and t h a t  I was r u n n i n g  

o u t  of e v e r y t h i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o u r a g e .  I s a i d ,  f i v e  weeks 

i s  a l o n g  t i m e  t o  be i n  P i t t s b u r g h  and t h a t  I was o u t  of 

eve ry th ' i ng  and p l e a s e  send  me t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  sample  

c o l l e c t i o n  f o r m s ,  i n v o i c e  c o p i e s ,  f r e i g h t  b i l l  c o p i e s ,  

e t c . ,  e t c .  - - t h i n g s  t h a t  I needed.  So,  I gave him a l i s t  

o f  t h i n g s  t o  send  me by r e t u r n  m a i l .  Then ,  t h e  f u r t h e r  I 

w e n t ,  t h e  more d i s g u s t e d  I g o t  and ended a t  t h e  bot tom wi th  

" o n e  r e s i g n a t i o n  b l a n k " .  

The n e x t  morning Wagner c a l l e d  and s a i d ,  " I  go t  y o u r  

1 e t t e r  and d i d  no t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  you had been down t h e r e  

t h a t  l o n g .  I c an  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and how you 

f e e l .  I know t h a t  sympathy d o e s n ' t  go ve ry  f a r .  All  I c a n  

t e l l  you i s  t h a t  we a r e  p r e t t y  n e a r l y  t h r o u g h  w i t h  t h i s  

v i n e g a r  b u s i n e s s ,  and you can come back b e f o r e  l o n g . "  He 

s a i d ,  " S u r e l y  you were  j o k i n g  abou t  t h a t  r e s i g n a t i o n  

b l a n k . "  



I s a i d ,  "No,  t h e  m o r e  I t h i n k  a b o u t  i t ,  y o u  c a n  f o r g e t  

a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  and send  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  b l a n k . "  So 

I r e s i g n e d .  

S t r e s s e r :  When was t h a t ,  ' Z B ?  

Wood: No, ' 2 1 .  So, anyway,  I came up h e r e  t o  M a i n e .  My 

f a t h e r  h a d  b o u g h t  a f a r m  h e r e  i n  L e e d s ,  Ma ine ,  an o l d  

c o u n t r y  d o c t o r ' s  e s t a t e .  I g o t  t h e  f a r m  and w e n t  up  t h e r e  

and s t a y e d  f o u r  y e a r s  f r o m  ' 2 1  t o  ' 2 5 .  I n  ' 2 5 ,  I g o t  a 

l e t t e r  f r o m  B i l l  W h a r t o n  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  s a y i n g  

t h a t  t h e r e  was a v a c a n c y  coming  u p  i n  B a l t i m o r e  and was I 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e - i n s t a t e m e n t ?  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I c e r t a i n l y  

was. 

L o f s v o l d :  D i d  y o u  go t o  B a l i t i m o r e  t h e n ?  

Wood: I w e n t  t o  B a l t i m o r e .  To make a l o n g  s t o r y  s h o r t ,  I 

had b e e n  t h e r e  o n l y  a  s h o r t  t i m e  when I g o t  a l e t t e r  f r o m  

B i l l  W h a r t o n  s a y i n g  he  was c o m i n g  t o  B a l t i m o r e  and w a n t e d  

t o  s e e  me. He was down a  week o r  t w o  l a t e r  and s a i d  he had 

t o  h a v e  an e x p e r i e n c e d  man i n  B u f f a l o .  So, I was r i g h t  

b a c k  where  I s t a r t e d .  I was s e n t  t o  B u f f a l o  b e c a u s e  he 

n e e d e d . a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  man i n  B u f f a l o ,  and  I was f a m i l i a r  

w i t h  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  t e r r i t o r y .  A l l  I had g a i n e d  was f o u r  

y e a r s  on  a f a r m .  



Beebe: Who was i n  c h a r g e  of B u f f a l o  t h e n ,  do you remember 

t h a t ?  

Wood: I d o n ' t  remember. The re  were  a number of changes  i n  

B u f f a l o  a f t e r  1 9 2 1 .  

L o f s v o l d :  Was Mr. Wagner s t i l l  i n  B u f f a l o  when you got 

back t h e r e ?  

Wood: Wagner was i n  B u f f a l o  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e .  I remember 

he was a l l  f o r  d e t a i l .  E v e r y t h i n g  was d e t a i l s ,  d e t a i l s ,  

d e t a i l s .  He wanted e v e r y t h i n g .  While I was i n  B u f f a l o  f o r  

a weekend one t i m e ,  I g o t  an unusual  t r i p ,  which W a l t e r  

M i l l e r  ' u s u a l l y  t o o k  c a r e  o f .  E u t ,  I had t o  go t o  R o c h e s t e r  

t o  i n t e r v i e w  a  f e l l o w  named Robbins  who had t a k e n  t h e  Food 

and Drug I n s p e c t o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  and was b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  

an a p p o i n t m e n t .  They wanted an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  him. They 

had a r e g u l a r  form t h a t  you had t o  f i l l  o u t .  So, I went t o  

R o c h e s t e r  t o  i n t e r v i e w  t h i s  f e l l o w  Robbins .  When I g o t  

t h e r e ,  I f ound  t h a t  he w a s n ' t  t o o  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  

j o b ,  b u t  he went t h r o u g h  wi th  t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  I g o t  back t o  

B u f f a l o  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  and p r e s e n t e d  i t  t o  Mr. Wagner, 

and I t o l d  Wagner t h a t  we were  j u s t  w a s t i n g  our  t i m e .  

Robbins  p r a c t i c a l l y  t o l d  me t h a t  he was no t  now i n t e r e s t e d ,  

t h a t  i n  t h e  meant ime he had m a r r i e d  t h e  d a u g h t e r  of h i s  

p r e s e n t  employer  and t h a t ,  under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  d i d n ' t  

seem i n t e r e s t e d  i n  an appo in tment .  I made i t  p r e t t y  p l a i n  



t h a t  I t h o u g h t  Robbins  would not  e v e r  c o n s i d e r  an a p p o i n t -

ment.  Wagner s a i d ,  oh no, no,  you j u s t  f o l l o w  t h e  forms 

and g i v e  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  t h a t  t h e y  a sk  f o r  from t h e  i n t e r -

view. So, I w r o t e  a page on h i s  h i s t o r y ,  a page on t h i s  and 

t h a t  - - a l o t  of work f o r  n o t h i n g .  

Wagner s e n t  my whole r e p o r t  on t o  Wash i n g t o n ,  w i t h  a 

n o t e  from him t h a t  t h i s  was an i n t e r v i e w  w' i t h  Robbins ,  an 

a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a Food and Drug I n s p e c t o r .  A f t e r  w r i t i n g  

a b o u t  f o u r  pages  t o  Washington ,  he p u t  P .S . ,  " I n s p e c t o r  

Wood a d v i s e s  me t h a t  Mr. Robbins ,  s i n c e  he took  t h e  exami-

n a t i o n ,  has  m a r r i e d  t h e  d a u g h t e r  of h i s  p r e s e n t  employer  

and under  no c i r c u m s t a n c e s  would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  an 

a p p o i n t m e n t . "  Then,  l a t e r  on ,  I r a n  a c r o s s  a n o t h e r  f e l l o w  

who had worked f o r  Wagner, and we were t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  

d e t a i l s  and he asked  how Harvey Wagner and I made o u t  on 

d e t a i l s .  I s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  go f o r  i t  much, I t h i n k  i t  i s  

u s u a l l y  a was t e  of t i m e .  He s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  Harvey Wagner had 

worked up a r e p u t a t i o n  i n  Washington a s  a man wi th  a 

d i a r r h e a  of words and a c o n s t i p a t i o n  of i d e a s .  

L o f s v o l d :  How long  were you i n  B u f f a l o  t h a t  t i m e ?  

Wood: O h ,  g e e ,  I have  l o s t  t r a c k  of t i m e .  Where d i d  I  go 

n e x t ?  . 

Beebe: D i d  you t r a n s f e r  from B u f f a l o  t o  some p l a c e  e l s e ?  



Wood: Oh, Yes. I am t r y i n g  t o  r e c o l l e c t  now. From 

B u f f a l o  where I was r e i n s t a t e d  . . . 

Beebe: B a l t i m o r e ?  

Wood: Yes, B a l t i m o r e  a s h o r t  t i m e ,  and t h e n  I went back t o  

B u f f a l  o? 

L o f s v o l d :  Then ,  where  d i d  you go from B u f f a l o ?  

Wood: I am t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  where I went from B u f f a l o .  

Something went wrong t h e r e  a f t e r  a c o u p l e  of y e a r s  o r  s o .  

O h ,  when I was working i n  B u f f a l o ,  a man by t h e  name of 

John  G ;  Elbs  was new i n  t h e  macaroni  bus i n e s s  i n  R o c h e s t e r .  

I was on an i n s p e c t i o n  t h e r e .  John G .  E 1 bs  had gone i n t o  

t h e  m a c a r o n i ,  t h e  a l i m e n t a r y  p a s t e ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  b u s i n e s s  

w i t h o u t  t o o  much e x p e r i e n c e .  He was l o o k i n g  f o r  a  man t o  

work t h e  New England t e r r i t o r y  a s  a  s a l e s m a n .  I g u e s s  he 

knew I was from New Eng land ,  and I was a n x i o u s  t o  g e t  back 

t h e r e .  B e f o r e  I f i n i s h e d  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n ,  I had made a d e a l  

t o  go t o  work f o r  John  G .  E l b s  i n  B o s t o n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  

L o f s v o l d :  S o ,  you r e s i g n e d  t h e  second  t i m e ?  

Wood: Yes,  t h a t  was abou t  ' 2 7  o r  ' 2 8 .  I r e s i g n e d  t h e  

second  t i m e .  I t h i n k  i t  was ' 2 8 .  Then I g o t  a l e t t e r  from 



t h e  C h i e f  E a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t ,  B i l l  W h a r t o n ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  he  

h a d  h e a r d  t h a t  when I l e f t  t h e  s e r v i c e  b e f o r e  I was 

i n t e r e s t e c  i n  g e t t i n g  b a c k  t o  B o s t o n .  He s a i d  t h a t  he had 

a v a c a n c y  c o m i n g  up i n  B o s t o n  and he t h o u g h t  he c o u l d  g e t  

me i n t o  B o s t o n .  So, I was r e i n s t a t e d  i n  B o s t o n .  

L o f s v o l d :  How l o n g  had y o u  been  a m a c a r o n i  s a l e s m a n ?  

Wood: P r o b a b l y  l e s s  t h a n  a  y e a r ,  I g u e s s .  T h i s  was t h e  

c h a n c e  t o  g e t  b a c k  t o  New E n g l a n d  I was l o o k i n g  f o r ,  so 

g r a b b e d  i t .  I was a b o u t  a y e a r  o r  so w i t h  E l b s .  I w e n t  

b a c k  f o r  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  go t o  B o s t o n ,  w h i c h  I wan ted  a l l  

a l o n g .  I w e n t  t o  B o s t o n  and w e n t  t o  w o r k  f o r  G e o r g e  Adams, 

and  I s t a y e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  he  d i e d .  

e 
L o f s v o l d :  How l o n g  was M r .  Adams a t  B o s t o n ?  

Wood: He was t h e r e  i n  1 9 1 9  when I t o o k  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n .  He 

was an o l d t i m e r  t h e n .  He had been  t h e r e  a l o n g  t i m e  t h e n .  

Adams was a g r e a t  f r i e n d  o f  W a l t e r  C a m p b e l l  and W a l t e r  

C a m p b e l l  was a c t u a l l y  t h e  head o f  t h e  Food and D r u g s  A c t  

f r o m  1907.  

L o f s v o l d :  They  p r o b a b l y  s t a r t e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  1907 .  

Wood: T h e y  d i d ,  t h e y  d i d .  

I 



L o f s v o l d :  B u t  Adams was s t i l l  t h e  C h i e f  o f  B o s t o n  i n  1939,  

when I s t a r t e d .  

Wood: Yes, and he was t h e  c h i e f  when I s t a r t e d  i n  1919 ,  

and he had been  t h e r e  t h e n  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e .  He c a l l e d  

h i m s e l f  D o c t o r  Adams, b u t  t h i s  may h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  h i s  

p r e v i o u s  w o r k  as X - r a y  T e c h n i c i a n  i n  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l ,  i n  B o s t o n .  

L o f s v o l d :  When d i d  y o u  go t o  P o r t l a n d ?  

Wood: I s t a y e d  i n  B o s t o n  u n t i l  1948.  I n  1947 ,  C y r i l  

S u l l i v a n  was t h e  C h i e f  i n  t h e  B o s t o n  D i s t r i c t .  He c a l l e d  me 

i n  one  d a y  and w a n t e d  t o  know how I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  go t o  

M a i n e .  I t o l d  h i m  t h a t  I w o u l d  l i k e  i t .  He t o l d  me t h a t  

t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  r e s i d e n c y  i n  M a i n e ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  

P o r t l a n d ,  and  w o u l d  I b e  i n t e r e s t e d .  I s a i d  t h a t  I c e r -

t a i n l y  w o ~ l d .  So l a t e r  on he  g o t  me a p p o i n t e d  as  t h e  

r e s i d e n t  i n s p e c t o r  i n  P o r t 1  and,  M a i n e .  

L o f s v o l d :  T h e r e  had n o t  been  any  o f f i c e  i n  M a i n e  p r i o r  t o  

t h a t  t i m e ?  

Wood: .No, i t  had b e e n  h a n d l e d  o u t  o f  B o s t o n  e v e r  s i n c e  

B o s t o n  S t a t i o n  had b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  soon  a f t e r  t h e  1 9 0 6  A c t  

was p a s s e d .  



L o f s v o l d :  You had been working p a r t  of t h e  t i m e  u p  h e r e  i n  

Maine t h e n ?  

Wood: Oh y e s .  I had been working on d a i l y  and weekly 

t r i p s ,  I had been c o v e r i n g  t h e  c a n n e r i e s  u p  h e r e  f o r  y e a r s .  

L o f s v o l d :  When you g o t  back t h e r e  i n  1928,  how b i g  a s t a f f  

was t h e r e  i n  Boston a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

Wood: Boston had r e a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  t h e n .  The s t a f f  was s i x  

o r  s even  i n s p e c t o r s ,  a c h i e f  i n s p e c t o r ,  a s t a f f  of f o u r  o r  

f i v e  c h e m i s t s ,  two o r  t h r e e  c l e r k s ,  a wharf examiner .  

Beebe: I n  1928  t h e r e  were  f i v e  i n s p e c t o r s .  When I s t a r t e d  a t h e r e  i n  1956 t h e r e  were t e n  i n s p e c t o r s .  

L o f s v o l d :  What k i n d s  of work were  you do ing  t h e n ?  

Any th ing  s p e c i a l ?  

Wood: Most of t h e  t i m e  I was i n  Bos ton ,  and I t r a v e l e d  

q u i t e  a l o t  i n  Maine on c a n n e r y  work. 

L o f s v o l d :  I s  t h a t  f i s h  c a n n e r y  work? 

Wood: No, v e g e t a b l e  c a n n e r i e s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  were  

p r o b a b l y  t h i r t y  o r  f o r t y  c o r n  c a n n e r i e s  i n  Maine. 



Beebe :  T h a t  i s  a l l  gone  now. 

Wood: A1 1  gone.  

L o f s v o l d :  D i d  t h e y  c a n  o t h e r  v e g e t a b l e s  t o o ?  

Wood: Oh y e s ,  s t r i n g  beans ,  c o r n ,  s u c c o t a s h ,  s q u a s h ,  a l o t  

o f  v e g e t a b l e s .  I saw an a r t i c l e  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  a b o u t  a man 

named Vance  W e l l s  up h e r e  i n  W i l  t o n .  I u s e d  t o  c a l l  on  

h im.  The o n l y  p l a c e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  where  t h e y  c a n n e d  

f i d d l e  h e a d s  and d a n d e l i o n  g r e e n s .  He d e v e l o p e d  a b u s i n e s s  

on  t h o s e  t w o  i t e m s :  f i d d l e  h e a d  g r e e n s  and d a n d e l i o n  

g r e e n s .  F i n a l l y ,  i t  g o t  so he c o u l d n ' t  c o u n t  on  b u y i n g  

t h e m  f r o m  t h e  p r o d u c e r s ,  so he w o u l d  g r o w  h i s  own. 

L o f s v o l d :  F i d d l e  heads ,  a r e  t h o s e  f e r n s ?  

Wood: Yes. On t h e  d a n d e l i o n  g r e e n s ,  h e  p l a n t e d  and 

c u l t i v a t e d  a c r e s  o f  d a n d e l  i o n  g r e e n s .  

L o f s v o l d :  Were t h e y  c a n n i n g  s a r d i n e s  t o o ?  

Wood: Oh, I s p e n t  a l o t  o f  t i m e  on s a r d i n e s .  A g o o d  many 

y e a r s . .  

L o f s v o l d :  Were any  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  f i s h  c a n n e d  up h e r e ?  



0 
Wood: Oh y e s ,  b u t  s a r d i n e s  w e r e  t h e  p r i n c i p l  f i s h .  T h e r e  

w e r e  a l o t  o f  f i s h  c u t t i n g  p l a n t s  f o r  f i l e t s  t o o .  

L o f s v o l d :  Were y o u  i n v o l v e d  i n  some o f  t h e  m a p l e  s y r u p  

w o r k ?  

Wood: Yes. E v e r y  s p r i n g  we w o u l d  go i n t o  Canada. M o s t  o f  

t h e  C a n a d i a n  s y r u p  was s h i p p e d  i n  b o n d  a c r o s s  i n t o  Ve rmon t .  

I t  was s h i p p e d  i n t o  V e r m o n t  t o  b e  p r o c e s s e d .  I t  was 

s h i p p e d  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  t h e s e  b i g  20 l b .  b l o c k s .  It was i n  

t h e  f o r m  c f  s u g a r  and r e c o n v e r t e d  b a c k  t o  s y r u p  and s o l d  as  

s y r u p .  

L o f  svo1.d: As Vermon t  map1 e  s y r u p ?  

Wood: R i g h t ,  a s  Ve rmon t  m a p l e  s y r u p .  

L o f s v o l d :  B u t  m o s t  o f  i t  was f r o m  Canada? 

Wood: T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  I w o u l d  s a y  a b o u t  50% o f  t h e  Vermon t  

m a p l e  s y r u p  was p r o d u c e d  i n  Canada a t  t h a t  t i m e .  S t .  

J o h n s b u r y ,  Ve rmon t  was t h e  c e n t e r .  The  manager  o f  t h e  S t .  

J o h n s b u r y  M a p l e  S y r u p  Company s a i d  he  was g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  

s i c k  o f  b u y i n g  t h e s e  m a p l e  s u g a r  b l o c k s  and c o n v e r t i n g  t h e m  

i n t o  s y r u p .  He was h a v i n g  a l l  k i n d s  o f  t r o u b l e  w i t h  i t .  

It was c o m i n g  i n  t o  h i m  on a w e i g h t  b a s i s  O f  2 0  l b .  p e r  



b l o c k .  He s a i d  f i r s t  t h e y  had i t  come i n  b l o c k s  f o r  e a s y  

s h i p p i n g ,  and t h e y  would have t o  be un loaded  and p u t  i n t o  

an a u t o m a t i c  m e l t i n g  v a t  and c o n v e r t e d  back i n t o  s y r u p .  He 

s a i d  when you c l e a n  o u t  t h e  m e l t i n g  v a t s ,  you f i n d  h o r s e  

h i t c h i n g  w e i g h t s  and h o r s e  s h o e s  and e v e r y  o t h e r  heavy 

m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  bo t tom of t h e  v a t .  

L o f s v o l d :  We s t a r t e d  l o o k i n g  a t  i t  f o r  l e a d  about  when, do  

you remember? 

Wood: Lead was some th ing  t h a t  was c o n t i n u o u s l y  w i th  u s ;  

f i r s t  i n  one t h i n g  and t h e n  a n o t h e r .  Lead was found i n  

maple  s y r u p  a l o n g  wi th  a l o t  of o t h e r  f o o d s .  Lead would 

show u p  h e r e  and t h e r e .  

L o f s v o l d :  Was t h a t  from t h e  p a i n t  t h e y  used on t h e  

e q u i  pment o r  t h e  k e t t l e s ?  

Wood: Some of t h e  c o n t a i n e r s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  l i k e  s a p  b u c k e t s ,  

were no t  s a f e .  T h e r e  was c o n t a m i n a t i o n  from t h e  s o l d e r  i n  

t h e  s a p  b u c k e t s  t h a t  c a r r i e d  t h e  l e a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s ap .  

Tha t  was t r u e  of no t  o n l y  maple s y r u p ,  b u t  t h e r e  were a l o t  

of  t h i n g s  t h a t  l e a d  was showing u p  i n .  Lead was be ing  

found and e a c h  i n s p e c t o r  was g i v e n  two i t e m s  t o  f i n d  o u t  

how l e a d  g o t  i n t o  t h e  p r o d u c t .  The two I was g i v e n  were  

s a r d i n e s  2 n d  cocoa .  I had t o  s e e  how t h e y  g o t  a d u l t e r a t e d  



w i t h  l e a d .  S a r d i n e s  w e r e  e a s y ,  a s  t h e  l e a d  came f r o m  t h e  

l e a d  s o l d e r  u s e d  i n  j o i n i n g  t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  c a n s  t o  t h e  

b o t t o m  o f  t h e  c a n s .  I n  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  o p e r a t i o n  some o f  

t h e  s o l d e r  w o u l d  g e t  on  t h e  edge  o f  t h e  c a n s  and t h e  h e a t  

w o u l d  me1 t t h e  s o l d e r  and c a r r y  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  o i l  and t h e  

s a r d i n e s .  

The c o c o a  was a s i m p l e  t h i n g  . C e r t a i n  c o c o a  b e a n s  came 

f r o m  t h e  G o l d  C o a s t  o f  A f r i c a .  A c c r a  beans  w e r e  m o s t  

p r e d o m i n a n t  i n  t h e  b l e n d s .  A c c r a  beans  w e r e  v e r y  p l e n t i -

f u l .  They  w o u l d  come i n  t h e s e  g r e a t  b i g  h e a v y  b u r l a p  b a g s  

sewn a c r o s s  t h e  t o p .  Among mos t  A f r i c a n  f i r m s ,  e a c h  d o m a i n  

i n  t h e  c o c o a  b e a n  c o u n t r y  was a s s i g n e d  a number.  I n  t h e  

s e a l i n g  o f  t h e  b a g ,  t h i s  number w o u l d  be sewed i n  on  a l e a d  

s e a l .  The b a g  w o u l d  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  a l e a d  s e a l  c a r r y i n g  

t h e  number o f t h e  s e c t i o n  t h a t  i t  came f r o m .  

When t h e  b a g s  g o t  t o  t h e  c h o c o l a t e  f a c t o r y  . . . I was 

i n  one  f a c t o r y  one  d a y  and t h e y  w e r e  o p e n i n g  t h e  b a g s  b y  

d r a w i n g  a k n i f e  a c r o s s  t h e  s e a l e d  end o f  t h e  b a g  and t h e n  

d u m p i n g  i t  i n t o  a b i n .  From t h e r e ,  t h e  b e a n s  go t o  a 

c r a c k e r  and a f a n n e r .  I a s k e d  t h e  p l a n t  manager  how t h e y  

e l i m i n a t e d  m e t a l .  He s a i d  t h e y  had m a g n e t s  a l l  a l o n g  t h e  

l i n e  t o  c a t c h  a n y t h i n g  m e t a l l i c .  He s a i d  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  

l i g h t e r  t h a n  a c o c o a  b e a n  w o u l d  b l o w  o u t  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  

c r a c k e r  and f a n n e r  and a n y t h i n g  h e a v i e r  w o u l d  go t o  t h e  

b o t t o m  so t h a t ,  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  l i n e ,  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  

comes o u t  was c o c o a  bean.  



I w a s n ' t  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h a t ,  s o  I w a t c h e d  t h e  men d raw 

a k n i f e  a c r o s s  t h e  t o p  and t h r o w  t h e  b a g s  o u t  when t h e y  

e m p t i e d  t h e  beans .  I n o t i c e d  t h a t  some o f  t h e  l e a d  s e a l s  

w o u l d  b e  on a  1  i t t l e  s h o r t e r  f r a g m e n t  o f  t h e  t w i n e ;  some o f  

t h e m  w o u l d  be on a l o n g  p i e c e  o f  t w i n e  t h a t  w o u l d  a c t  as a 

k i t e  s t r i n g  and c a r r y  i t  o u t  i n  t h e  a i r .  I f  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  

t h e  t w i n e  had b e e n  c u t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s e a l ,  t h e  s e a l  w o u l d  go  

t h r o u g h  w i t h  t h e  beans .  The m a g n e t i c  d e t e c t o r s  w o u l d  t a k e  

some m e t a l  o u t ,  n a i l s  and so f o r t h ,  b u t  i t  w o u l d  n o t  t a k e  

t h e  l e a d  o u t .  When t h e y  g o t  t o  t h e  end o f  t h e  1  i n e ,  a  

c e r t a i n  amount o f  c o c o a  b e a n s  w o u l d  have  some p i e c e s  o f  

l e a d  i n  t hem,  and t h a t  w o u l d  go f r o m  t h e  c r a c k e r  i n t o  t h e  

g r i n d e r .  The l e a d  w o u l d  g e t  i n t e r w o v e n  w i t h  t h e  g r i n d e r  

w h e e l s .  I saw t h e m  c l e a n i n g  t h e  g r i n d e r  one  d a y  w i t h  a 

w i r e  b r u s h ,  and t h e  g r i n d e r  whee l  was a l l  f u l l  o f  p i e c e s  o f  

l e a d  s e a l s  t h a t  had come t h r o u g h ,  c a r r y i n g  l e a d  i n t o  t h e  

c o c o a .  So t h e  g r o u n d  c o c o a  beans  w e r e  c o n t a m i n a t e d  w i t h  

1  ead.  

Beebe:  Was t h a t  W a l t e r  B a k e r ?  

Wood: W a l t e r  B a k e r  i n  D o r c h e s t e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  

B e e b e : .  They  a r e  n o t  i n  b u s i n e s s  anymore?  

Wood: No, t h e y  a r e  a l l  g o n e .  



L o f s v o l d :  They moved a1 1 t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  t o  Dover 

Delaware?  

Wood: Yes. 

Beebe: In y o u r  d a y ,  d i d  you have much t o  do w i th  t h e  

s p r a y s  on v e g e t a b l e s  and p l a n t s ?  

Wood: Thz t  b r i n g s  u p  a n o t h e r  p o i n t .  The Bureau of 

C h e m i s t r y  e n f o r c e d  t h e  Food and Drugs Act.  Tha t  was i n  t h e  

Depar tment  of A g r i c u l t u r e .  Tha t  was a l o n g  i n  W a l t e r  

C a m p b e l l ' s  t i m e .  E v e r y t h i n g  came unde r  A g r i c u l t u r e .  One 

b r a n c h  of t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e  was t h e  Farm Bureau and t h e  

County A g e n t s .  They would go a round  t o  g roups  of f a r m e r s  

and f r u i t  g rower  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and t h e y  would a d v i s e  

s p r a y ,  s p r a y ,  s p r a y ,  d u s t ,  d u s t ,  d u s t  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  c r o p s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  a p p l e s  and p e a r s .  Then t h e  Food and Drug 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  would come a l o n g  a t  t h e  end of t h e  s e a s o n  

and f i n d  s p r a y  r e s i d u e  on t h e  a p p l e s  and p e a r s  and would 

condemn them and s e i z e  them. Tha t  was a d i f f i c u l t  

s i t u a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  same d e p a r t m e n t .  

S t r e s s e r :  What happened?  

Wood: Wel l ,  one g roup  i n  t h e  Depar tment  of Agr icu  t u r e  was 

s a y i n g  c o n t r o l  w i t h  s p r a y s ,  and t h e  o t h e r  would s e  z e  f r u i t  

b e c a u s e  i t  c o n t a i n e d  t o o  much s p r a y  r e s i d u e .  I t h  n k  t h a t  
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t h a t  was t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  Food and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

was o r g a n i  zed. 

L o f s v o l d :  Were t h e r e  many a p p l e s  and p e a r s  g rown  i n  New 

E n g l a n d ?  

Wood: Oh, y e s .  I n  M a i n e ,  New H a m p s h i r e ,  V e r m o n t  and 

W e s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  a p p l e s  w e r e  a b i g  c r o p .  

L o f s v o l d :  D i d  y o u  have  t o  c o l l e c t  s a m p l e s  o f  a p p l e s ?  

Wood: Oh, y e s ,  l o t s  o f  them.  

L o f s v o l ' d :  F o r  l e a d  and a r s e n i c ?  

Wood: A r s e n i c  and  l e a d  b o t h .  O f  c o u r s e  t h e r e  was a 

t o l e r a n c e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  b o t h  a r s e n i c  and l e a d .  I f o r g e t  

wha t  i t  was, b u t  f r u i t  had t o  meet  a c e r t a i n  r e q u i r e m e n t  

f o r  a r s e n i c  and l e a d .  

L o f s v o l d :  D i d  t h e y  wash t h e  a p p l e s  u p  h e r e ?  

Wood: F i r s t  o f  a l l  t h e y  d i d n ' t ,  t h e n  l a t e r  on, some d i d .  

No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  e v e r  r e a l l y  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a  r e a l  

wash. 



L o f s v o l d :  I know t h a t  o u t  w e s t  t h e y  g o t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where  

t h e y  w o u l d  wash t h e m  i n  v e r y  d i l u t e  a c i d  and a l s o  i n  v e r y  

d i l u t e  a l k a l i .  

Wood: Yes, I know we h a v e  had some a p p l e s  t h a t  we had 

s e i z e d  f o r  s p r a y  r e s i d u e  t h a t  w o u l d  l a t e r  go  b a c k  t o  t h e  

p a c k e r ,  and he w o u l d  r u n  them t h r o u g h  a s o l u t i o n .  They 

w o u l d  r u n  t h e m  b a c k  t h r o u g h  t h e  l i n e .  I know one  a p p l e  

p a c k e r  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  women w i t h  t o w e l s  w i p e  them t o  

remove  t h e  s p r a y  r e s i d u e .  

T h e r e  was q u i t e  a g r o u p  o f  i n s p e c t o r s  who came i n  e a r l y  

i n  t h e  game. The B u r e a u  o f  C h e m i s t r y ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  was 

f a i r l y  w e l l  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  c h e m i s t s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

t h e  B u r e a ~  o f  C h e m i s t r y .  W a l t e r  Campbe l l  came i n  as  an  

i n s p e c t o r .  O f  c o u r s e ,  he k e p t  w o r k i n g  up and w o r k i n g  up. 

I n  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C h e m i s t r y ,  he was head  and s h o u l d e r s  above  

e v e r y b o d y  e l s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C h e m i s t r y ' s  own 

o f f i c i a l s .  C a m p b e l l  was s t i l l  r u n n i n g  t h e  Food and  D r u g s  

A c t .  Then t h e r e  was a d o c t o r - - w a s  a Brown i n  t h e r e ?  

L o f s v o l d :  B rown ,  I t h i n k ,  was t h e  C h i e f  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  

C h e m i s t r y  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  y o u  s t a r t e d  o r  s h o r t l y  

t h e r e a f t e r .  

Wood: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I t a l k e d  w i t h  D r .  Brown r i g h t  a f t e r  I 

g o t  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t .  He s a i d  he n o t i c e d  t h e  t e s t i m o n i a l  I 

g o t  f r o m  my Commanding O f f i c e r  i n  W o r l d  War I. He l a t e r  



r e t i r e d  and a n o t h e r  c h e m i s t  t h a t  was i n  l i n e  f o r  p r o m o t i o n  

t o o k  o v e r  Dr .  B r o w n ' s  j o b  and a l l  t h e  t i m e  W a l t e r  C a m p b e l l  

was w o r k i n g  up  t o  t h e  t o p .  Campbe l l  g o t  p r e t t y  w e l l  up  

w h e r e  he was e l i g i b l e  f o r  b e i n g  C h i e f  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  

C h e m i s t r y .  B u t  no ,  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  have  an i n s p e c t o r  as 

C h i e f  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C h e m i s t r y ;  t h e y  had t o  h a v e  a 

c h e m i s t .  

W a l t e r  Campbel 1 s t a r t e d  t h e  b a l l  r o1 1  i n g  f o r  a g o o d  

many y e a r s ,  and he e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Food and D r u g  A d m i n i s -  

t r a t i o n  and became t h e  C h i e f  o f  i t .  He j u s t  b y - p a s s e d  t h e  

B u r e a u  o f  C h e m i s t r y  and became C h i e f  o f  t h e  Food and D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

Lo fsvo1 .d :  D i d  y o u  know M r .  C a m p b e l l ?  

Wood: Yes, v e r y  we1 1 .  

L o f s v o l d :  What k i n d  o f  man was h e ?  

Wood: W o n d e r f u l .  He w o u l d  come i n t o  B o s t o n ,  and we w o u l d  

g e t  t h e  i n s p e c t o r s  t o g e t h e r  and c h a t .  He w o u l d  d i s c u s s  

d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  and w h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  were .  He was s m a r t  

and he g o t  us o u t  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C h e m i s t r y  and s t a r t e d  

t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and became C h i e f  o f  Food 

and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  



Beebe:  Was t h e r e  anybody i n  Boston between George Adams 

a and S u l l i v a n ,  o r  d i d  S u l l i v a n  t a k e  Adams' p l a c e ?  

Wood: Adams was t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was t h e r e .  


C y r i l  S u l l i v a n  came i n  a s  an i n s p e c t o r  from S t .  L o u i s ,  and 


became Chief  I n s p e c t o r .  Adams was D i s t r i c t  Chie f  f rom 1907  


o n ,  u n t i l  he d i e d .  


L o f s v o l d :  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  he d i d .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  he 


r e t i r e d .  


Wood: No, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He d i e d  i n  o f f i c e .  When Adams 


d i e d ,  C y r i l  S u l l i v a n  became Chief  of t h e  Boston D i s t r i c t .  


T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  
a 
Lof s v o l  d :  Then,  when e l e f t ,  L e s l i e  Har t  came? 

Wood: R i g h t ,  b u t  t h e n  a f t e r  Adams d i e d ,  t h e  Agency e s t a b -

l i s h e d  Maine,  and S u l l  van wanted t o  send me up t h e r e .  

C y r i l  s e n t  me t o  Maine. 

Beebe: S h e l b y  Grey was t h e r e ,  w a s n ' t  he? 

Woods: . S h e l b y  Grey was t h e r e  q u i t e  a w h i l e  and t h e n  he 

went t o  Washington.  He was t h e r e  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

Beebe:  He was t h e r e  b e f o r e  Les H a r t ?  



Wood: T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  S h e l b y  Grey was t h e r e  and t h e n  Les 

Har t  came a f t e r .  

L o f s v o l d :  I t h i n k  t h a t  when C y r i l  S u l l i v a n  became c h i e f  a t  

B o s t o n ,  S h e l b y  came a s  Chief  I n s p e c t o r .  When C y r i l  l e f t ,  

S h e l b y  became t h e  Chief  of t h e  D i s t r i c t .  Then, Har t  

f o l l o w e d  She1 by. 

Wood: T h e r e  was a Ben Har t  way back.  


L o f s v o l d :  Did you know him? 


Wood: Yes,  I knew him w e l l .  He was Chief  of t h e  E a s t e r n  


~ i s t r i c t  when I came i n .  


L o f s v o l d :  Then l a t e r  he was Chief  of t h e  Western D i s t r i c t .  


Wood: Yes. 


L o f s v o l d :  I s  t h a t  when B i l l  Wharton became Ch ie f  of t h e  


E a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t ?  


Wood: I had f o r g o t t e n  abou t  Ben H a r t .  I remember now. He 


was Ch ie f  of t h e  E a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  when I went t o  New York 


i n  1 9 1 9 ,  t h e n  he went o u t  wes t .  




L o f s v o l d :  T h e n ,  he was f o l l o w e d  by Mr. W h a r t o n ?  

Wood: B i l l  W h a r t o n .  

L o f s v o l d :  Did you know t h e  o t h e r  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  t o o ,  l i k e  

P a u l  D u n b a r ?  

Wood: D u n b a r ,  he was a P h D ,  w a s n ' t  h e ?  P a u l  Dunbar  was a  

v e r y  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t e  o f  W a l t e r  C a m p b e l l .  He and Campbe l l  

u s e d  t o  come and v i s i t  t h e  s t a t i o n s  t o g e t h e r  q u i t e  o f t e n .  

L o f s v o l d :  Were you i n v o l v e d ,  a f t e r  you came up h e r e  t o  

M a i n e ,  w i t h  t h e  Wi lhe lm R e i c h  c a s e ?  

Wood: T h a t ' s  o n e  t h i n g  I  d o n ' t  t a l k  a b o u t .  My w i f e  warned  

me a b o u t  t h a t  She  u s e d  t o  work f o r  W i l h e l m  R e i c h .  Her 

f a t h e r  was i n  t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e  b u s i n e s s  up i n  R a n g e l y ,  

Ma ine .  H e w a  a  game w a r d e n  and s h e r i f f  up t h e r e ,  and 

a s s i s t e d  R e i c h  i n  p u r c h a s i n g  some l a k e  and  pond s h o r e  a r e a  

a s  a s i t e  f o r  h i s  p r o p o s e d  Orgone  I n s t i t u t e .  

Wood: I was more  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  f o o d  work t h a n  I was w i t h  

d r u g s ,  b u t  I  d i d  work q u i t e  a l i t t  e on d r u g s  t o w a r d  t h e  

l a s t ,  t h e  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t e r  s a l e  o f  p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s .  

L o f s v o l d :  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  f r s t  c a s e  o f  t h a t  k i n d  

t h a t  was ever b r o u g h t  was h e r e  i n  P o r t l a n d  on a c o m p l a i n t  

f r o m  t h e  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t .  Were you i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t ?  
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Wood: I t h i n k  I was. I am t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  b a c k  a l i t t l e  

b i t  more .  

L o f s v o l d :  Doug Hansen t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  i n  one o f  t h e s e  

i n t e r v i e w s  t h a t  he was up h e r e  on  a f i s h  t r i p  and t h e  

H e a l t h  O f f i c e r  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  a i r  b a s e  

w e r e  b u y i n g  s u l f a  d r u g s  w i t h o u t  p r e s c r i p t i o n .  

C h a r l i e ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  i l l e g a l  s a l e  o f  d r u g s  

w o r k ,  y o u  had m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  y o u  had an  a r r a n g e m e n t  w i t h  

t h e  M a i n e  B u r e a u  o f  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  t o  r e p o r t  t o  y o u  any  

d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  w h e r e  f o o d s  o r  d r u g s  had b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  

i n  t h e  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h .  

Wood: I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h o s e  c o p i e s  , one r e p o r t  showeda t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  J o s e p h  L e e  who had  d i e d  o f  c i  n c o p h e n  p o i s o n -  

i n g  i n  a B a n g o r  h o s p i t a l .  The r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  

c i n c o p h e n  had b e e n  p r o c u r e d  f o r  h i m  b y  h i s  emp l o y e r  i n  a 

s a w m i l l .  I w e n t  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  M r s . Lee ,  and she  t o l d  

me t h e  w h o l e  s t o r y  a b o u t  'how he h a d  b e e n  g o i n g  w e e k l y  b a c k  

and  f o r t h  t o  Seboomook w h e r e  he w o r k e d  as m a r k e r  i n  t h e  

sawmill. On o n e  homecoming t r i p ,  he was b a d l y  c r i p p l e d  

w i t h  a r t h r i t i s  and s a i d  t h a t  he g u e s s e d  he w o u l d  have  t o  

q u i t  h i s  j o b  b e c a u s e  h e  c o u l d n ' t  s t a n d  t o  w o r k .  The n e x t  

week h e  came home f e e l i n g  more  e n c o u r a g e d  and s a i d  C l e a l ,  

h i s  b o s s ,  had t o l d  h i m  a b o u t  a  d r u g ,  c i n c o p h e n ,  t h a t  c u r e d  

h i s  w i f e ,  and  C l e a l  was p r o c u r i n g  some f o r  h im .  
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N e x t  t i m e  he came b a c k  he b r o u g h t  a b o t t l e  o f  1 0 0  S h a r p  

a n d  Dohme c i n c o p h e n  7 - 1 / 2  g r a i n  t a b l e t s ,  and he was t a k i n g  

t h e m  j u s t  l i k e  a s p i r i n .  The n e x t  week when he came home, 

i t  t o o k  t w o  men t o  g e t  h i m  o u t  o f  t h e  c a r  and b r i n g  h i m  

i n t o  t h e  house .  The n e x t  d a y  t h e y  t o o k  h i m  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  

i n  B a n g o r  and he  d i e d .  She s a i d  he had one  empty  b o t t l e  

and one p a r t i a l l y  used  b o t t l e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he d i e d .  

So, f r o m  t h e r e ,  I wen t  t o  Seboomook. I w e n t  t o  f i n d  t h e  

C l e a l  Lumber  Co. l o g g i n g  cammp, a b o u t  40  m i l e s  f r o m  Green-  

v i l l e  and t h e r e  I saw R a l p h  C l e a l  and p r e s e n t e d  my c r e d e n -  

t i a l s  t o  C l e a l ,  and t o l d  h i m  I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o c u r i n g  

more  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  where  he g o t  t h e  c i n c o p h e n  t h a t  he 

g a v e  t o  Lee .  He r e f u s e d  t o  s a y  w h e r e  he had b o u g h t  i t ,  and 

s a i d  t h a t  i t  was n o n e  o f  my b u s i n e s s .  

K n o w i c g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a s a w m i l l  and t h a t  t h e y  b u y  

e v e r y t h i n g  w h o l e s a l e ,  I w e n t  t o  t h e  B a n g o r  W h o l e s a l e  D r u g  

Company and,  s u r e  enough,  C l e a l  Lumber  Company had an 

a c c o u n t  t h e r e .  I t  showed t h e  s a l e  o f  6 - 1 0 0 ' s  c i n c o p h e n .  

am n o t  s u r e ,  I t h i n k  7 - 1 / 2  g r a i n s .  

L o f s v o l d :  D i d  we t a k e  a n y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  d r u g  

company? 

Wood: .We c o u l d  n o t  t a k e  any a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  C l e a l  b e c a u s e  

i t  was o n l y  i n t r a s t a t e ,  t h e r e  was no i n t e r s t a t e  movement .  

C l e a l  b r o u g h t  i t  f r o m  t h e  Bangor  W h o l e s a l e  D r u g  Company and 

t o o k  i t  t o  Seboomook. T h e r e  was no d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n  o f  a 
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F e d e r a l  law i n v o l v e d .  B u t  we d i d  c i t e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of 

Bangor Who1 e s a l  e  Drug Company f o r  i l l  e g a l l  y  s e l l  i  ng a p r e -

s c r i p t i o n  d r u g .  A t  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  t h e r e  was no problem i n  

c o n v i n c i n g  h i m  t h a t  he was i n  t h e  wrong. He a d m i t t e d  i t ,  

b u t  n o t h i n g  was e v e r  done about  i t .  

Lofsvol  d :  You asked  him a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  why he had s o l d  t h e  

s t u f f ?  

Wood: Ri g h t ,  he s a i d  t h a t  a sawmil l  i n  t h e  woods was 

t r e a t e d  t h e  same a s  a s h i p  a t  s e a .  I t  was n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  

have a d o c t o r  or p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s .  

Lofsvol 'd :  He had been s e l l i n g  t o  i s o l a t e d  s a w m i l l s  a l l  

a1 ong? 

Wood: He a d m i t t e d  t h a t  he had been s e l l i n g  d r u g s  t o  saw-

m i l l s  a l l  a l o n g ;  t h a t  h a v i n g  a sawmil l  was t h e  same a s  w i t h  

a  s h i p  a t  s e a .  He s a i d  i t  would neve r  happen a g a i n ,  and I 

g u e s s  i t  n e v e r  d i d .  I t a l k e d  t o  him s e v e r a l  t i m e s  s i n c e ,  

and he s a i d  i t  was one of  l i f e ' s  most e m b a r r a s s i n g  moments 

when he was c a l l e d  i n  on t h a t .  

Lofsvo1.d: C h a r l i e ,  w e r e n ' t  you i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t  bond f o r -

f e i t u r e  c a s e  i n v o l v i n g  S t i n s o n  Canning Company? 



Wood: Yes,  I s u r e  was. T h a t  was a sad c a s e .  I n  t h e  

1 9 4 0 ' s  many c h a n g e s  w e r e  made i n  t h e  t r a n s f e r  f r o m  B u r e a u  

o f  C h e m i s t r y  u n d e r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  t o  D e p a r t -

m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  E d u c a t i o n  and W e l f a r e .  A t  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  

t h e  new Food and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was b e i n g  o r g a n i z e d ,  

G e o r g e  Adams c a l l e d  me i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e  one  d a y  and s a i d  

t h a t  a v a c a n c y  was d e v e l o p i n g  f o r  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  and he 

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o n s i d e r  me f o r  t h e  j o b .  He e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  

t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  w o u l d  have  t o  come f r o m  t h e  E a s t e r n  

D i s t r i c t  o f f i c e  - B i l l  Whar ton .  V e r y  soon  a f t e r  t h i s  a 

l e t t e r  c a n e  f r o m  E. D. s a y i n g  t h a t  C y r i l  S u l l i v a n  was b e i n g  

t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  S t  L o u i s  t o  B o s t o n  t o  be  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r .  

S u l l i v a n  had p r e v i o u s l y  w o r k e d  w i t h  W h a r t o n  i n  C e n t r a l  

D i s t r i c t .  Adams showed me t h e  E.  0. l e t t e r  and e x p r e s s e d  

h i s  r e g r e t s  b u t  s a i d  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  he c o u l d  do a b o u t  

i t .  Adams d i e d  a b o u t  t w o  y e a r s  l a t e r  and  S u l l i v a n  became 

B o s t o n  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f .  As D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ,  S u l l i v a n  o f t e n  

made h i s  own r u l e s  and  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  s o m e t i m e  c o n t r a r y  t o  

FDA p o l  c i e s .  A s o - c a l l e d  " s i c k  f i s h "  p r o b l e m  d e v e l o p e d  

i n  s a r d  ne c a n n e r i e s  and c a u s e d  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  

s a r d i n e  p a c k e r s .  Some f i s h  showed s m a l l  s k i n  e r u p t i o n s  

l i k e  sm 1 1  b o i l s  and some a t t e m p t s  w e r e  made t o  s o r t  o u t  

t h e  " s i c k  f i s h "  b e f o r e  p a c k i n g ,  b u t  i n  some c a s e s  " s i c k  

f i s h "  w e r e  p a c k e d  w i t h o u t  s o r t i n g .  Many p a c k e r s  p r o t e s t e d  

t h e  s o r t i n g  and  p a c k e d  some o f  t h e  s p o t t e d  f i s h .  C a l v i n  

S t i n s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  S t i n s o n  C a n n i n g  Co., d i d  n o t  a g r e e  

t h a t  t h e  f i s h  were  h a r m f u l  and a 250  c a s e  l o t  was s e i z e d  i n  



New York .  D i s p u t e s  o v e r  t h i s  a c t i o n  d e v e l o p e d  a f t e r  t h e  a s e i z u r e ,  and  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  made b e t w e e n  S t i n s o n  and 

S u l l i v a n  t o  t a k e  t h e  s e i z e d  s a r d i n e s  o u t  u n d e r  bond f o r  

r e t u r n  o f  t h e  s e i z e d  g o o d s  t o  S t i n s o n  i n  P r o s p e c t  H a r b o r ,  

M a i n e .  S t i n s o n  a t  f i r s t  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  250 c a s e s  had 

b e e n  l o s t  a r o u n d  t h e  f a c t o r y  o r  w a r e h o u s e .  L a t e r ,  when 

S t i n s o n  was i n  F l o r i d a ,  I c a l l e d  a t  t h e  f a c t o r y  and 

i n t e r v i e w e d  Mrs.  A n n i e  T r a c y ,  o f f i c e  m a n a g e r  and  book-  

k e e p e r .  She  s a i d  s h e  t h o u g h t  Cal S t i n s o n  and S u l l i v a n  had 

worked o u t  a s p e c i a l  d e a l  f o r  h a n d l i n g  t h e  s e i z u r e .  S h e  

s a i d  t h e  250 c a s e s  o f  s e i z u r e  r e t u r n s  w e r e  somewhere  i n  t h e  

w a r e h o u s e .  The w a r e h o u s e  f o r e m a n  showed me a s t a c k  o f  250 

c a s e s  s t o r e d  by t h e m s e l v e s  and s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  b e i n g  h e l d  

f o r  f u r t h e r  s a m p l i n g .  I examined  t h i s  l o t  and f o u n d  t h ea 2 5 0  c a s e  c o u n t  r i g h t  b u t  t h e  c a n  c o v e r  l a b e l s  w e r e  f o r  " S e a  

C l i f f "  b r a n d  and n o t  t h e  b r a n d  s e i z e d .  A n n i e  T r a c y  t h e n  

f o u n d  t h e  f r e i g h t  b i l l  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n e d  2 5 0  c a s e s  f r o m  New 

York and  a p e n c i l  memo on t h e  f r e i g h t  b i l l  s a i d ,  "Re-

s h i p p e d  t o  G e o r g i a " .  My r e c o r d s  a t  

t h a t  t i m e  showed e x a c t  w o r d i n g ,  a n d  I t h i n k  t h e  f r e i g h t  

b i l l  was s e n t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n .  Cal S t i n s o n  l a t e r  t o l d  

R a n k i n  t h a t  h e  a n d  S u l l i v a n  had worked o u t  a d e a l  t o  swap 

good f i s h  f o r  t h e  s e i z e d  g o o d s ,  and  would  h a v e  g o t t e n  away 

w i t h  i t  i f  i t  h a d n ' t  b e e n  f o r  C h a r l i e  Wood. A t  a b o u t  t h i s  

s ame  t i m e ,  I p i c k e d  u p  a rumor  t h a t  S u l l i v a n  was c r u i s i n g  

t h e  Maine  c o a s t  i n  a b o a t  owned by F r a n c i s  O ' H a r a ,  . p r e s i -. 

d e n t  o f  O ' H a r a  F i s h e r i e s .  A l s o  a rumor  t h a t  S u l l i v a n  



h a d  c a s h e d  a c h e c k  f o r  a s i z e a b l e  amoun t ,  d r a w n  on a f o o d  

s a l v a g e  company,  a t  a B a t h ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  bank .  I had an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  w i t h  M o n t e  R e n t z ,  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  f o r  

FDA a b o u t  some c o n d i t i o n s  e x i s t i n g  i n  M a i n e .  Soon a f t e r  

t h i s ,  Win-on R a n k i n  and S t u a r t  S c h o o n o v e r  were  s e n t  t o  

M a i n e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  some r u m o r s  and o t h e r  S u l l i v a n  i r r e g u -

l a r i t i e s .  When t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  B o s t o n  o f f i c e ,  a f t e r  

an  e x t e n d e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  M a i n e ,  S u l l i v a n  was t o l d  w h a t  

t h e y  had l e a r n e d  and was f o r c e d  t o  r e s i g n  o r  f a c e  s e r i o u s  

c h a r g e s .  T h a t  ended  t h e  c a r e e r  o f  t h e  C h i e f  o f  B o s t o n  

D i s t r i c t .  

Wood: Then,  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I t a 1  k e d  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  

I n s p e c t o r  who c o v e r e d  t h a t  S t i n s o n  C a n n i n g  Company. He 

s a i d  t h a t ,  a l o n g  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  

s a r d i n e  c a n n i n g  season ,  t h e y  had a b o a t  o u t  l o o k i n g  f o r  

s a r d i n e s .  They had t o  make a s p e c i a l  r u n .  They  f i n a l l y  

came i n  w i t h  a b o a t  l o a d ,  enough t o  c a n  a b o u t  2 5 0  c a s e s .  

T h e y  s t a r t e d  r u n n i n g  and c a l l e d  t h e  s t a t e  i n s p e c t o r  i n  t o  

i n s p e c t  t h i s  f i s h  and make i t  le g a l  . The I o t  was r u n  

t h r o u g h  and s u b s t  i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  s e i z e d  goods .  

We1 1 ,  i t  came o u t  a f t e r w a r d .  A b o u t  t h e  i m e  t h i s  

h a p p e n e d ,  C a l v i n  S t i n s o n  deeded  an i s l a n d  t o  S u l l i v a n  o f f  

t h e  ~ a i ' n e  c o a s t .  He had p i c k e d  up an i s l a n d  somewhere f o r  

a l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g ,  and he deeded  i t  t o  C y r  1 .  



L o f s v o l d :  W e l l ,  I had heard  t h a t  C y r i l  had some d e a l i n g s  

w i t h  some p e o p l e  i n  t h e  f i s h  t r a d e .  

Wood: I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  much about  t h a t  because  Cyr i l  was my 

b o s s .  

L o f s v o l d :  Yes. I know t h a t  some o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h a t  worked 

i n  Boston a t  t h a t  t i m e  found i t  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  work 

under  t h o s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

Wood: A r t h u r  Checchi knew t h e  whole dea l  . He i s  down i n  

Washington.  He went w i th  h i s  b r o t h e r  l a s t  I know. He had 

a b r o t h e r  who was i n  some o t h e r  s e r v i c e .  

L o f s v o l d :  He i s  a c o n s u l t a n t  now. C h a r l i e ,  e a r l i e r  you 

were t e l l . i n g  us abou t  t h e  problems of how an i n s p e c t o r  

t r a v e l e d  e a r l y  i n  your  c a r e e r .  Can you t e l l  us some more 

a b o u t  t h a t ?  

Wood: Wel l ,  when you g o t  t o  you r  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n ,  i t  was 

a q u e s t i o n  of wa lk ,  f i n d  a t r o l l e y  c a r ,  o r  f i n d  some means 

of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  g e t  t o  where you were go ing .  I was,  

a t  one  t i m e ,  c o v e r i n g  c h e e s e  f a c t o r i e s  i n  w e s t e r n  New York 

S t a t e ;  They were c h e e s e  f a c t o r i e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were t o o  

f a r  away from t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  t o  s h i p  f l u i d  mi lk .  

t h i n k  t h e r e  were a round 4 0 0  c h e e s e  f a c t o r i e s  i n  w e s t e r n  New 

York S t a t e  a t  one t i m e .  They were a l l  l o c a t e d  anywhere 

I 



f r o m  f i v e  t o  t e n  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  n e a r e s t  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  - -
f i v e  t o  t e n  m i l e s  a p a r t .  So c o v e r i n g  them w i t h o u t  t r a n s -

p o r t a t i o n  was a p r o b l e m .  I f i n a l l y  f o u n d  a f e l l o w  w i t h  a 

F o r d  t o  t a k e  me a r o u n d  t o  t h e  c h e e s e  f a c t o r i e s ,  and he  

a g r e e d  t o  t a k e  me f o r  s o  much a m i l e  and  a d o l l a r  and a 

h a l f  an h o u r  f o r  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he  was w a i t i n g  f o r  me. 

S o ,  a f t e r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  f a c t o r i e s  i n  o n e  week,  I s e n t  

t h e  e x p e n s e  a c c o u n t  i n .  And t h e r e  was v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  

t r a v e l ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  I had f o u r  h u n d r e d  c h e e s e  f a c -

t o r i e s  t o  d o .  S o ,  j u s t  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  

a c c o u n t  was g e t t i n g  i n  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  and a l i t t l e  t i m e  

a f t e r w a r d ,  I s e n t  i n  a r e q u e s t  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  u s e  my own 

c a r  on a m i l e a g e  b a s i s ,  and i t  came r i g h t  t h r o u g h .  

L o f s v o l d :  How much d i d  t h e y  pay  y o u ?  

Wood: S e v e n  c e n t s  a m i l e .  

L o f s v o l d :  You know t h a t  s o u n d s  l i k e  wha t  we d o  now-a-days  

i n  A l a s k a  a t  t h e  s a l m o n  c a n n e r i e s ,  w h e r e  we h i r e  a man w i t h  

a  s m a l l  a i r p l a n e  t o  f l y  us a r o u n d  f r o m  o n e  p l a c e  t o  

a n o t h e r .  

Wood: . W a l t e r  M i l l e r  h e l p e d  me o u t  on t h a t .  He s a i d  i t  

w o u l d  w o r k ,  and  i t  d i d .  



B e e b e :  You know, when you r e n t e d  a h o r s e ,  d i d  you h a v e  a 

b u g g y ?  How d i d  you d o  t h a t ?  

Wood: I t r i e d  t w o  o r  t h r e e  t i m e s .  I was i n  F r a n k l i n ,  New 

York o n e  t i m e .  I had  t o  s e e  somebody who was making  a 

p r o p r i e t a r y  r emedy .  I had t o  go o u t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o u r  o r  

f i v e  m i l e s .  T h e r e  was no t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e .  I w e n t  

u p  t o  t h e  l i v e r y  s t a b l e .  I t h i n k  t h e  r a t e  was $ 2 . 0 0  a  d a y ,  

b u t  he  w o u l d n ' t  r e n t  a h o r s e  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  a d a y .  S o ,  i f  

you  w e r e  o n l y  g o i n g  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ,  he would  s t i l l  c h a r g e  

$ 2 . 0 0  f o r  t h e  r e n t  o f  t h e  h o r s e .  He would  g i v e  you a 

h i t c h i n g  w e i g h t  t o  t i e  t h e  h o r s e  w h i l e  you were  mak ing  y o u r  

c a l l .  T h a t  d i d  n o t  work o u t  t o  any  e x t e n t  b e c a u s e ,  i n  

c o v e r i n g  t h e  c h e e s e  f a c t o r i e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  was f i v e  

m i l e s ,  t h e  n e x t  o n e  was f i v e  m i l e s  f u r t h e r  a l o n g .  Then a t  

n i g h t ,  you w e r e  t o o  f a r  t o  g e t  t h e  h o r s e  b a c k  home. 

L o f s v o l d :  About  when d i d  t h e  Food and  Drug s t a r t  g e t t i n g  

i t s  own c a r s ?  

Wood: I g o t  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  i n  B u f f a l o ,  I t h i n k .  

Lof svo1 .d :  What k i n d  o f  c a r  was i t ?  

Wood: F o r d ,  Model T. I was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  o f  when H a r o l d  

Humphrey was i n  B u f f a l o - - d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  o f  him? 
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L o f s v o l d :  No. 

Wood: H a r o l d  Humphrey  was t h e  c h i e f  o f  B u f f a l o  f o r  a s h o r t  

t i m e .  I t  was d u r i n g  h i s  a d m i n s t r a t i o n  - - t h i s  m u s t  h a v e  

b e e n  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  o u t  . . . ' 2 7  o r  ' 2 8 .  We g o t  F o r d s ,  

w h a t  t h e y  c a l l e d  r o a d s t e r s .  

Beebe:  D i d  y o u  u s e  t h e  m a i l  s e r v i c e  t o  m a i l  i n  y o u r  

r e p o r t s  f r o m  t h e  r o a d ?  

Wood: Yes. We had t o  go t o  W e s t e r n  U n i o n  and,  i n  P i t t s -  

b u r g h ,  I was s u p p o s e d  t o  go t w i c e  a d a y  t o  c a l l  a t  t h e  

G e n e r a l  D e l i v e r y  w indow a t  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e .  We a l s o  had t o  

s t o p  a t  W e s t e r n  U n i o n  d a i l y  and y o u  p u t  on y o u r  s c h e d u l e  

w h a t  t o w n s  y o u  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  c o v e r  d a i l y .  

L o f s v o l d :  D i d  y o u  t y p e  r e p o r t s  o r  w r i t e  t hem i n  l o n g  hand? 

Wood: I t r i e d  t o  t y p e  b u t ,  I w o n ' t  go any f u r t h e r  t h a n  

t h a t  on  t y p i n g .  

L o f  s v o l d :  Then  ma i l e d  them i n  t o  t h e  o f f i c e ,  s h i p p e d  t h e  

s a m p l e s  b y  r a i l  way e x p r e s s .  

Wood: R i g h t .  M a i l e d  them i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  and s h i p p e d  b y  

r a i l w a y  e x p r e s s .  



S t r e s s e r :  Did you e v e r  t a k e  s a m p l e s  t h a t  you n e e d e d  t o  

f r e e z e  o r  h o l d  on i c e ?  

Wood: I  t o o k  a l l  k i n d s  of  s a m p l e s .  You d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o  

f r e e z e  t h e m ,  b u t  pack  them f o r  s a f e  d e l i v e r y .  In  b u l k  

v i n e g a r  s a m p l i n g  y o u  had t o  t a k e  a bung s t a r t e r  and s t a r t  

t h e  bung on t h e  50  g a l l o n  b a r r e l s .  A bung s t a r t e r  was a 

ma1 1  e t  w i t h  a l o n g  h a n d l e ,  a l m o s t  l i k e  a bamboo h a n d l e .  I t  

i s  s u r p r i s i n g  wha t  t h o s e  t h i n g s  c a n  d o  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ' t  

l o o k  p o w e r f u l  e n o u g h  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g .  B e l i e v e  me, i f  you  

g o t  t h e  b a r r e l s  i n  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  c a r  o r  w a r e h o u s e  s o  t h e  

bung was a t  t h e  t o p ,  t h e n  you would t a k e  t h e  s t a r t e r  hammer 

and  t a p  o n e  s i d e  and  t h e n  t h e  o t h e r  a n d ,  w i t h i n  a f ew min-  

U t e s ,  t h e  bung wou ld  l o o s e n  r i g h t  u p .  Then you d r o p  a  

p i p e t t e  i n  and  d r a w  i t  u p  f u l  1 and t r a n s f e r  i t  i n t o  a q u a r t  

j a r .  

L o f s v o l d :  Did you h a v e  t o  c a r r y  t h e  bung s t a r t e r  and t h e  

p i p e t t e  w i t h  you a l l  t h e  t i m e ?  Or, j u s t  t a k e  i t  o u t  f o r  a 

s p e c i a l  j o b ?  

Wood: I  c a r r i e d  i t  i n  my b a g ,  o r  i n  a s p e c i a l  c a s e .  I t  

was  a p e r m a n e n t  c o m p a n i o n .  You c o u l d n ' t  d o  a t h i n g  w i t h o u t  

i t .  Then you had t o  t r a c e  a s t e n c i l  on a b a r r e l ,  on t r a c i n g  

p a p e r .  Of c o u r s e ,  you  wou ld  h a v e  t o  l a b e l  y o u r  b o t t l e s  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  mark t h a t  was on t h e  b a r r e l ,  i f  t h e r e  was 

a n y  on i t .  



L o f s v o l d :  D i d  y o u  u s e  t h e  s t r i p  p a p e r  s e a l s  o n  s a m p l e s ?  

Wood; I u s e d  a good  many p a p e r  s e a l s  on  a good many 

s a m p l e s .  I d o n ' t  know how t h e y  e v e r  g o t  t h e r e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  

b r o k e n .  

L o f s v o l d :  A t  one  t i m e ,  I t h i n k  we had some l e a d  s e a l s  t o o ,  

d i d  y o u  e v e r  u s e  l e a d  s e a l s ?  

Wood: Yes, I u s e d  t o  u s e  t h e m  on b a g s  o f  g r a i n ,  e t c .  We 

h a d  an ' i n s i g n i a  t h a t  we used  on l e a d  s e a l s .  

L o f s v o l d :  P u t  a s t r i n g  o r  w i r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e a l  and 

c o n n e c t  t h e  ends?  

Wood: Yes, c o n n e c t  t h e  ends and i t  was f o o l - p r o o f .  C o u l d  

s e e  i f  i t  had been  t a m p e r e d  w i t h .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  go 

b a c k  50 o r  6 0  y e a r s .  

L o f s v o l d :  T h a t  t i m e  b e f o r e  1 9 3 9  was wha t  I was h o p i n g  y o u  

c o u l d  h e l p  u s  w i t h .  

Wood: I ( c a n ' t  h e l p  y o u  much, b e c a u s e  I h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  mos t  

o f  i t . .  I g e t  t h i n g s  m i x e d  up.  



L o f s v o l d :  C h a r l i e ,  you were  t e l l i n g  us abou t  t h e  v i n e g a r  

s e i z u r e s  i n  Western P e n n s y l v a n i a .  

Wood: Yes,  t h e y  were coming so f a s t  and f u r i o u s .  You 

c o u l d  h a r d l y  keep t r a c k  of them. By t h e  t i m e  you g o t  one 

s e i z u r e  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  a new sh ipmen t  was coming i n  t o  sam-

p l e .  Then you would w a i t  abou t  a week t o  g e t  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  

t h a t  s a m p l e ,  and t h e n  a n o t h e r  s e i z u r e  would come t h r o u g h .  

J o s e p h  I r o n s  was t h e  Deputy Un i t ed  S t a t e s  Marshal i n  
-

P i t t s b u r g h .  A f t e r  a few s e i z u r e s ,  he cou ld  no t  s e e  any 

s e n s e  i n  me go ing  ou t  j u s t  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  goods f o r  t h e  

M a r s h a l ,  so  he d e p u t i z e d  me a s  Marshal t o  make t h e  s e i z u r e  

and t h a t  worked f o r  t e n  o r  a dozen t i m e s .  

L o f s v o l d :  S o ,  you would t a k e  t h e  p a p e r s  and s e r v e  them 

j u s t  l i k e  t h e  Marsha l ?  

Wood: R i s h t ,  I  would s e r v e  them j u s t  l i k e  t h e  Marsha l .  

was k ind  of e m b a r r a s s i n g .  They would s a y  what a r e  you 

anyway. When you were i n  h e r e  a c o u p l e  of weeks ago,  you 

i d e n t i f i e d  y o u r s e l f  a s  a n  i n s p e c t o r  and now you come around  

i d e n t i f y i n g  y o u r s e l f  a s  a Deputy Marsha l .  I t  was hard t o  

g e t  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  h e a d s ,  what I was d o i n g .  B u t  t h e y  

c o u l d  s e e  t h e  l i g h t  a f t e r w a r d s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  I had t o  come 

t h e r e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  goods f o r  t h e  M a r s h a l ,  and he had 

d e p u t i z e d  me t o  make i t  l e g a l .  I neve r  g o t  any pay f o r  i 

J o e  I r o n s ,  I  remember him w e l l .  He was a r e a l l y  n i c e  

f e l l o w  t o o .  



L o f s v o l d :  C h a r l i e ,  t h a n k  you  v e r y  much f o r  t h e  t i m e  you 

h a v e  t a k e a  t o  h e l p  us w i t h  t h i s  r e c o r d i n g .  




