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INTROQUCTION

This is a transcription of a taped interview, one of a
saries conductad by Robert G. Porter, who retired from

the U. S. Food and Drug Administration in 1977.

The interviews were held with retired F.D.A. employees

whose recollections may serve to enrich the written recard.
It is hoped that these narratives of things past will serve
as source material for present and future researchers; that
the stcries of important accomplishments, interesting events,
and distinguished leaders will find a place in training and
orientation of new employees, and may be useful to enhance
the morale of the organization; and finally, that they will
be of value to Dr. James Harvey Young in the writing of the
history of the Food and Drug Administration.

The tapes and transcriptions will become a part of the
collection of the Natiomal Library of Medicine and copies of
the transcriptions will be placed in the Library of Emory

University.
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Philadelphia Fish Story, Salmonella in Dried Eggs.
12 8 Personalities - John L. Harvey' George P. Larrick
17 11 Association of Retired Food and Drug
Employees, News Letter, etc,
21 13 Robert S. Roe
22 14 End of Interyiew.




This is a recording of an interview between Bd
of the FDA and L. Lawrence Warden. Mr. Wardern
retired from FDA in--what year was it?

It was 1968.

In 1%68. I believe his last tour of duty was
Washington, D. C. and...

No, it was in Los Angeles.

OCkay, it was in Los Angeles--

As Fcod and Drug officer.

As Foed and Drug officex. The interview is t

on February 3rd, 1978, at Mr. Warden's home i

Bernardo, California. Larry, I think maybe iff

give us a little sketch of yocur career with F
Drug as sort of a starting peint and the list

know who you are.

W. - Well, after my--excuse me just a minute.

P.

I didn't take off my introduction.

W. -~ Well, I majored in chemistry in the Universit

and I spent about eight years as Chief Chemis

Commercial Laboratory in Seattle just before

Food and Drug. Then I was assigned to San Fr

The rest of the time I spent at Seattle, Los

Salt Lake, Denver and finally eighteen years

D. C. I had quite a varied experience. A g
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P'

- That was botulisnm.

I'd like to talk about the things that y%u think
would be of interest to the historian ané they can be
personalities or cases, reorganization, lvents of any
kind that 40 have that kind of value and the older,
you ‘know the furth?r back they go, why the bettér.

Well, I don't know how much I can contri#ute

to this project of yours. Of course, th% programs of
Food and Drug now are Quite a bit diEteant than when I
first went into Food and Drug. Now they're concerned with
food additives that cause cancer and artificial SWEEtener§}¢€1
safety and effecacy of drugs, and things| like that which-h;i;ﬁ
are guite a bit dizfereﬁt than when I first vent in. g

I do recall that when I reported to San-@rancisco one

of my first assignments was to investigﬂts'a drug
case where sodium chloride had bheen suthituted for

bicarbonated soda in a drug store. Several people died.
We made guite an investigation. Then w# found that
the barrels of the raw material had bceJ mixed up

on the wharf, and;suhseqnently several %f them got
mislabeled. Shortly afterwards, they

poisoning case involving what thcy'ﬁh'
pasto, and they had all the inspecﬁbrs. iné arosund
to Italian stores checking on cans of imported anti
pasto but it was finally found out that this family that   ;

had had the fatalities had eatan home canned mushrooms.
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W. - That was botulism, yeq;

o

Then during my tenure in San Francisco, I worktd
with George Daughters a great deal on frozen eggs an

cream. Those projects were later to become, take cpn-
siderable amcunt of time in my work. When I was ba¢k

in Washington, I conducted seven or eight training fourses

for inspectors to enable them to detect decomposed

eggs that might bé on the market. It started back
San Francisco whan we inspected an egg breaking f£i
found they were using incubator rejects and wers strain-
ing out the embryo. It was just disqusting. 5o we
tried putting up small packs to try to be able to igen-
tify by organocleptic means whether an eqgg was fit £
consumption or not. 8o this was carried on in grea

depth later on. We would take over, for example, dpring

. the later years, take over an egqg plant and crack the

eggs ourselves and put up about 100-30lb. cans mgde up
with different types of inedible eggs. We would drill
them and try to recognize the odors that we got fr
the drill. Along with that they made chemical and
bacteriolaogical tests because sometimes on organleptic
examination it wouldn't hold up in court, and with Ethe
aid of the chemistry and bacteriology they could
sustantiate it better.

But with these training courses and the special packs

that you put up, you actually got the inspectors qu

fied so they could testify in court.




W. - Yes, yes we did. They would confirm #he bacteriological. ' :

and the chemical, and we knew exactly what went into

the sample cans the authentic samples that we were drilliiw

using so that it #ade, it was adeqﬁﬁtq evidence to
hold up in court. |
One intezqqtinq thing happened bécausa of the

unusual charactér'of examining qus’ih this matter.

Al Barnard was a hound for publicity. ! He callad“i;
to the local television station in Kansas City. So
we made set ups to take care of them so they would
get the best of it. It was a pretty good'arfangem&nt. ui ;j'

Do

I think, because any way the next morning the TV show

that they had filmed at this plant was on the Today Shﬁwﬁ;}ﬁflf
from New York under Dave Garoway. | L

|
P. - Is that right. i

W. - One other aspect that was unusual, a:j‘I don't suppose s

they do much now is cream that is used for making buttsr. . .

I spent some time trying to fabricate |a whole can cream -
tester. We worked on that tegether with the Division

of Micrnbiolégyiand the field. It would so happeﬁ that if
we'd take a small sample from a can of cresm you mm't

£ind anything: ﬁnt if you filtered the whole can of
cream, of course it's real thick so that unless you
have special.eqn}pnsnt to do it, it wouldn't work.

This way ve weriiable'to filter whole |cans of cream.

I don't suppose they do that anymore.
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P.

= I don't think so.

Not to my knowledge. 1In fad

don't do any egg examinations that I know of ei

One of the interesting experiences I had was that I
by a strange coincidence happened to collect the sample

that resulted in the first notice of judgment for food

under the Food and Drug Cosmetic Act. You'd b

prised what the article was. It was sauerkraut]
that I collected when I was a resident in Salt
City.

Now was that the first notice of judgment aftexr
act?
Yes. No. 1. I still have a copy. Sometimes I
maybe I'd frame it because it's kind of unusual
Yes.

Of course, there have been a lot of amendments

original act now, but an entirely new act hasn'

passed. I suppose it will be scme day like th

act replaced a 1906 act.

I participated in a number of investigations.

of the early ones was the exixirof sulfanilamide when

we had to run all over interviewing doctors to

keep them from prescribing this product made friom radia-

tor antifreeze and sulfanilamide. That_was at

investigation. That happened in 1937.

What did you do personally, Larry? Where were

the...
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I was in San P?ancisco.
Did you work day and night, things like that. I think'

maybe... ‘ -_3 N
Scmetimes we.dﬁd work nights trying Qo.rna=it q@un
before somebody would start to £akelit. Ve wouid traa
shipments from Massengill Manufacturing in Tennesséi;i

They would be reported to us, and then we'd try to

run them down-ﬁefare any of tpdm could be used.
Right down to the patient? j
Right down to the patient or the 4 tor.

Another cne of the big investigations we had whiiﬁﬂ;ﬁ;;,Q%

I was in Seattle was the Neu-Ovo Arthritis Remedy.
In that case ws had to contact variqus doctars and _
treated patients who had taken this proprietary remsdgéfi% T
and then we w&nld,call'dn these poogle-thenselves—- o

some that had given testimonlals thqt they had been
completely cuxad from arthritis by #akzng this Heu-avo

or were badly ‘erippled in wheel irs and beds. Sapi'
of them we:e.énan dead and they uax? still using | B
their testimonials. Then whnn we ha tha trial in _'f_f"”

Tacoma, ashinqton-—it was about 194l-~it was my respouiq
bility to get some Oof these vict;ns'into the court so’
that they could testify and the jnr# could see just

what condition they were in in the face of these tastis
monials that the manufacturer had distributed to m , .' o
public. | |

»
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B.

Ww.

You did get some in successfully?

Yes, we won that case. It was quite a landmark for
Seattle District at that time. I spent a good many
months running down some of those paﬁients thexe.

One of the unusual situations that I ran into
back in Washington was what we called the Philadelphia
Fish Story. A f£ish firm there had a lot of flgunder
on hand that had become deccméosed 30 he procedded
to treat it with very large amounts cof sodium nitrite.
He sold it to the consumers. As a result, thexe was
one death and quite a2 number of illnesses. That was
back in 1956.
Do you remember the name of that case?
No, I don't remember. It was some small fish dealer in
Philadelphia, but it had quite a significance 3t that
time because he had a pretty wide distributionlocally.

Another time we got into a number of problems was
when Swift dried egg yclks for babies which is|a very
sensitive situation became contaminated with salmonella.
We were making factory inspections, running argund col-
lecting samples, putting embargoes on various lots
for a long time. There were some illnesses that were
contributed to this particular product.

I participatad in some of the early cancey remedy
investigations like hoxey and koch and some of the

others. I remember one time that we had a cas¢e against

cranberries which were cont;ninated with the weed killer,




| |
aminotriazole,,and it happened right{at‘Thanksqivinq

when they tied up just about all thercranberrles in

the East coast. Pecple were a 1;tt1¢ bit disturbed
about that but I guess they got over’zt because they
had cranberries the next year.

You know, Lanry. one man that we botf know well——you
knew him bettar and longer than I did-was John L.
Harvey. If ycp have some rncollectipns of him that
you think would be of interest, 'd hppreczate your
just talking‘abgut.ﬂarvey- |

Well, yes, I di@. I felt I knew H;.IﬂarVey very well.’
As a matter of fact, he was the one that originally -
interviewed me forx myhéppointment tg Food and Drug -
back in 1935. He was Chief of the Seattle Station a¢

that time. 'l'h‘hn a little bit latex he became the

Western District Chief, and after tqu:s of duty at o
the various Western Districts, I weqt up to San Francism_l. o ’53
to work undexr Mr. Harvey as his ass;stant. Then when
the districts were abolxshed and hg.wus transferred u
to Washington and I was transferred to Washingtom, l&i?;
eventually hc bacame the Assoc:.a:a 4omissz.oner and I .
was. with the Bu:aau>rleld Adm;nzstrﬁtion. Por-scmn txn- ?E'

thereI was in charge of the recalls( Now, recalls uann

they first started out were relativgly simple. Later
they became vgxy complex. They all had to be tharoughly ;”ij'?
investigatad,:conﬁlusicns made and #ha# taken to one '




of the Commissioners for his approval before ahything

could be actually done. 1In that respect I had gquite

a bit of contact with Mr. Harvey because he wag handling
as Associate Commissioner the final decisions én recall
in those days dealing with both food and drugs

What kind of guy was he?

- Well, I thought he was a very personable man, yvery fair

and I thought he was extremely well advised and intel-
ligent in the enforcement of'the Food and Drug!act.

I remember him as being'a very excellent speaker.

Oh yes, he was a magnificent talker and I think every-
body liked him. I don't know of anybody that didn't
like him.

Well, I think so, too. He was a little pompougs at times.
Yes, yes he was, but I don't know, I think that was
part of his inner nature. It helpad him devel¢p his
character, too, and made him agreeable to more! people.
How about Larrick. Did you know Larrick very vwell?
Well, of course I knew Larrick. He was Commisgioner
while I was in Washington, but I didn't have a great
deal of contact with him. Larrick was more cohcerned

with legislation and trade relations, which I didn't

have a great deal to do with during my tenure in Washington. 'ﬂi

So, I diédn't have much occasion; I would see him once in

a while but not too often--not nearlyas much as| I would

see Mr. Harvey.




P. - You know, my recollections of Larrick{involved two
things that I think are interesting @bout him. After
I had been transferred to Chicago anﬁ-barrick hadn't
seen me for a number cof years, I caﬂlt believe he
knew I was in‘thicago because at th{t*time he was
Commissioner and it just doesn't seeh like he would haVG.-'

Py

In any event, I met him not in the dfflce where he

quht have associated me in some waf, but I met him

in the hallway in the post office ld Chicago. Right

away, out comes his hand, “Hello, qu. How are you?"
He knew me. Another time when I wa#tranferredto
Washington in 1963. I had some bu.si;Lness with him becai,usel '
I worked on some of the background ﬁork on developing ll
the quackery congress that they hadjin about '63 or '64. 7
I went in to see him~-it was my firsit time to see him E '
since I came to Washington--he took%me in his office
and showed me the new Food and Drugébuilding outside l'
his office windows, which at that time it was under
construction. He was such a, to meé such an easy parson
to talk to an@-I always felt king o# a warn feeling
about him. }

W. - Yes, he w&s vary easy to talk toxan# he d4id have the
remarkable fac¢ility of knowing just%about everyone in -

‘ 1
the Food and Drug Administration at that time.
He knew their nane, he knew:whart-t$9y were stationed

and what theyfdid; and he was always extremely

~10~
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friendly. I know that after he retired he was
to form a group of Food and Drug retirees. In
I got a letter from him asking for some help an
tion about retired Food and Drug emplovees in ©
Then shortly after that he died.

I didn't know he had that in mind at all.

Yes, he was going to form--that is one thing I
I don't hear very much about Food and Drug d
In the ¢0ld days when they had the Food and Drug
they would always have something about ex-Food

what they were doing, what was going on with t

bout
act,

informa-

Review

nd Druggers,

nsfers, promo-

tions in Food and Drug itself. You'd know what| was going

on. You have no way of knowing that now unless you

happen to talk to somebody who was one of your
co-workers or a close friend.

I wonder if we could--I don't know whether it
proper to spend government money for it--but i
to me it would be nice if somebody in publicati
some way in Washington just did a little news
and send it out to retired Food and Drug emplo
You know that there is no list of retired Food
employees. When I started this project...
They used to have one. They kept track of th
this 0ld Food and Drug Review. Now, they coul

support something like that exclusively on go

money, but if they combined current activities

former
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Food and Drug with a little publicatibn and then added
something about knowledge of current &etirees and |
former employees, I think that would Pe’compatible.
Well, when I wanted to get a list ofiall the retired

pecple to start this project, there ﬁas none in exist-

ence. I went to Personnel in Washiniton: they don't
have it. I said well, they all get a pension, maybe
Civil Service ﬁill giva a list whereiall these retired
people are on their computer and it ﬁoeks to me like
they could run their computer agains# people, the
agency they were in at the time that%they fetired.
But, they don't keep it that way. |

Well, Civil Service didn't even'tellius that. They
said it would be against the law forithem to do it
because of the Privacy of Informatia# Law. S¢, I
couldn't get that. The way I did it+—it wasa't the
perfect way--was to ask each districﬁ tortalk among
themselves and send me a list of alli#etired people

they knew--in or outside their distrﬂct. This way T

got some duplication, of course, but...

There would be a trémandous amount t#ough.

\ “ h . )
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But, I got all evexybody told me abodt and then sorted
them out into ﬁhe district they live# in because if

I was going to visit them, naturallyJ their geographic
location was important and so I have%that list. When

|
I say I have it, Food and Drug has it now; but no--

4




W'

P.

there's still no mechanism to up date it. I did that

a year ago almost.

That's very strange.

I retired last April. I'm not on that list. t's too
bad. It really is too bad, but I don't know what could
be done about that.

I know this record isn't getting all histéry in
it, but it doesn't hurt to have somebody hear some of
this.

Mavbe they'll do something about it sometime.

Well, let's see=--Harvey and Larrick and...

Bob Roe was a geood friend of mine. When I reported
for duty in 1935 at San Francisco, he was the &ssistant
chief there. Part of the time we'd go out on field
excursions--like when we were doing tomato plants.

We were putting up experimental packs of tomatdes for
food standards, and Bob would go off with us.  He was

a hard worker, but he was very thorough and efficient

on all that. Later on I worked under Bob Roe [ in Seattle

when he was the district chief there, again when he

was district chief in Los Angeles and then we were both
transferred to Washington. Of course, he went into a
different division than I was; but we've been good

friends. Bob is very personable, he's very sipcere and

a very hard worker. I wish I was able to see him once fé




P. - Well, Larry, thank you very much. I appreciate your
|
recording these recollections for us, and I know that

your hobby for;many-y:ars has been td play the piano

and in more redent years, the organ. | Since we've got

time left on this tape, why don't we finish up this
track with a little organ music. Can you tell me what

you're going to play?

W. - Well, I'm going to start out with a iittle session on
Hawaiian wedding songs. That's one éf my favorite
pieces. See how you like it. |

P. - Good. i
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