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INTRODUCTION 

This i s  a t ranscr ipt ion of a taped interview, one of a 

s e r i e s  conducted by Robert G. Porter and Fred L. Lofsvold, 

re t i red  employees of the U.  S. Food and Drug Administration. 

The interviews were held with re t i red  F.D.A. employees 

whose recol lect ions  may serve to  enrich the writ ten record. 

I t  i s  hoped t h a t  these narratives of things past  will serve 

as source material  f o r  present and future  researchers; tha t  

the  s to r i e s  of important accomplishments, in terest ing events, 

and distinguished leaders will find a place i n  training and 

or ientat ion of new employees, and may he useful to  enhqnce 

the morale of the organization; and f ina l ly ,  tha t  they will 

be of value t o  Dr. James Harvey Young i n  the  writ ing of the 

history of the  Food and Drug Administration. 

The tapes and t ranscr ipt ions  will  become a part  of the  

collection of the National Library of Medicine and copies of 

the t ranscr ip t ions  will  be placed i n  the  Library of Emory 

University. 
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T h i s  i s  a r e c o r d i n g  i n  t h e  FDA s e r i e s  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  

0 r e c o r d  n g s .  T h e  i n t e r v i e w  t o d a y  i s  w i t h  M r .  Menno  D. V o t h  

a t  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  i n  D e n v e r ,  C o l o r a d o .  D a t e  i s  May 25,  1 9 8 3 .  

I n t e r v i e w e r  i s  F r e d  L o f s v o l d .  

L o f s v o l d :  Mr .  V o t h  t o  s t a r t  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  w o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  

p u t  on  t h e  r e c o r d  w h e n  a n d  w h e r e  y o u  w e r e  b o r n ,  y o u r  e d u c a -

t i o n  a n d  a b r i e f  s u m m a r y  o f  y o u r  c a r e e r  w i t h  FDA. 

V o t h :  Yes i n d e e d .  I was b o r n  i n  a s m a l l  t o w n  i n  G o t e b o ,  

O k l a h o m a ,  w h i c h  i s  n e a r  a n  I n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n  t h e r e .  I g r e w  

u p  a n d  a t t e n d e d  t h e  g r a d e  s c h o o l ,  u p  t o  g r a d e  7  i n  G o t e b o .  

My p a r e n t s  t h e n  m o v e d  t o  B u h l e r ,  K a n s a s  w h e r e  I l i v e d  a n d  

a t t e n d e d  g r a d e  s c h o o l  a n d  i n i s h e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  a l s o  

a t t e n d e d  c o l l e g e ,  w h i l e  my p a r e n t s  l i v e d  i n  B u h l e r ,  K a n s a s .  

T h e  c o l l e g e  I a t t e n d e d  was B e t h e l  C o l l e g e ,  N e w t o n ,  K a n s a s ,  

w h i c h  i s  a s m a l l  d e n o m i n a t  o n a l  c o l l e g e .  D u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  I 

a t t e n d e d  t h i s  c o l l e g e  I a l s o  t o o k  w o r k  d u r i n g  t h e  summer i n  

t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  c h e m i s t r y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K a n s a s .  I 

g r a d u a t e d  i n  1 9 2 9  a n d  was  h i r e d  a s  a t e a c h e r  i n  W i l s o n ,  

K a n s a s  w h e r e  I w a s  a t e a c h e r  f o r  o n e  y e a r  a n d  t h e n  p r i n c i p a l  

o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  s i x  y e a r s  a n d  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

s c h o o l s  f o - a b o u t  a  y e a r  a n d  a h a l f .  

D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  w h i l e  I was  t e a c h i n g  a n d  i n  a d m i n  i-
s t r a t i v e  w o r k  a t  W i l s o n ,  K a n s a s ,  I a t t e n d e d  t h e  U n i v e r s  i t y  

o f  C o l o r a d o ,  w h e c e  i n  1 9 3 7  I r e c e i v e d  a  M a s t e r s  D e g r e e  i n  

c h e m i s t r y .  D u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was a t t e n d i n g  t h e  



U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o l o r a d o  I r e c e i v e d  a n  i n q u i r y  f r o m  t h e  U .S .  

G o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  I was e l i g i b l e  a n d  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  I was 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a p o s i t i o n  a s  S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t o r  i n  New 

O r l e a n s ,  L o u i s i a n a .  T h e  i n q u i r y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

was n o t  p e r m a n e n t  a n d  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  i t  g u a r a n t e e d  o n l y  s i x  

m o n t h s  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  y e a r  was s o r t  o f  

o p t i o n a l  d e p e n d i n g  on how t h e  s e a f o o d  i n s p e c t i o n  p r o g r e s s e d .  

D u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  e n o u g h  e m p l o y m e n t ,  I 

w o u l d  b e  o n  e x t e n d e d  f u r l o u g h .  G e n e r a l l y  m o s t  p e o p l e  t o o k  

t h e i r  f u r l o u g h  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e i r  a n n u a l  l e a v e  was 

a v a i l a b l e .  I t a l k e d  t o  some p e o p l e  a t  B o u l d e r ,  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  who h a d  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  s e a f o o d  i n s p e c t o r s  a n d  

t h e y  a d v i s e d  me n o t  t o  t a k e  t h e  j o b  b e c a u s e  i t  was a d e a d  

e n d  a n d  w o u l d  n o t  l e a d  t o  a n y  s o r t  o f  c a r e e r .  I n o t i f i e d  

W a s h i n g t o n  t h a t  I was n o t  i n t e r e s t e d .  

I n  1 9 3 7  w h e n  I was s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s  a t  W i l s o n ,  

K a n s a s  I - e a l i z e d  t h a t  I was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

t h a t  t y p e  o f  p o s i t i o n .  I h a d  t a k e n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a s  s u p e r i n -

t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s  b e c a u s e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  was v a c a n t  a n d  I was 

t o l d  t h a t  new s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  who came i n  o f t e n  b r o u g h t  

t h e i r  p r i i c i p a l  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  I m i g h t  b e  w i t h o u t  a j o b .  T h e  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s  a t  W i l s o n  was p r o m o t e d  t o  a s t a t e  

p o s i t i o n  a n d  t h a t  i s  why t h e  p o s i t i o n  was o p e n .  

I t h e n  t o o k  a  j o b  a t  H a y s ,  K a n s a s  a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  

p r i n c i p a l  a n d  h e a d  o f  t h e  m a t h e m a t i c s  d e p a r t m e n t .  I t o o k  



t h i s  p o s i t i o n  b e c a u s e  I t r i e d  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t i v e  p o s i t i o n  a t  W i l s o n ,  K a n s a s  b e c a u s e  I d i d  n o t  p a r t i c u -

l a r l y  c a r e  f o r  t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  When I g o t  t o  H a y s ,  

K a n s a s  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I h a d  made a t e r r i b l e  m i s t a k e .  I 

s h o u l d  h a v e  r e a l i z e d  f r o m  my p r e v i o u s  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  

H a y s ,  K a n s a s  s c h o o l s  t h a t  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  was h o r r i b l e .  T h i s  

w a s  t h e  f a u l t  o f  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  who d i d  n o t  t a k e  a 

s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  a n d  d i d  n o t  s u p p o r t  h i s  t e a c h e r s .  A f t e r  

w o r k i n g  t h e r e  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s i x  w e e k s  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  

t h e  p o o r  d i s c i p l i n e  p r o b l e m  w o u l d  a c t u a l  l y  u n d e r m i n e  my 

h e a l t h .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  I was  u n a b l e  t o  c o p e  w i t h  t h i s .  

I n  d e s p e r a t i o n  I w r o t e  t o  t h e  g o  e r n m e n t  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  

a n d  t o l d  t h e m  t h a t  i f  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  S e a f o o d  

I n s p e c t o r s  I w o u l d  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  j o b .  I was  n o t i -

f i e d  a f t e r  a w e e k  o r  t w o  t h a t  a p o s i t  o n  was o p e n  i n  New 

O r l e a n s  a s  a S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t o r  a n d  t h a t  i f  I w a n t e d  t h e  j o b  

I s h o u l d  t a k e  a  p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  e t c .  T h i s  I d i d  a n d  

r e c e i v e d  a t e l e g r a m  o n  a Monday  t h a t  I c o u l d  h a v e  t h e  j o b  i f  

I w o u l d  r e p o r t  t o  New O r l e a n s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  M o n d a y  ( o n e  

w e e k ! )  T h i s  c r e a t e d  a g r e a t  h a r d s h i p  b e c a u s e  I h a d  t o  t e a c h  

t i l l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  week a n d  I was  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  i n  New 

O r l e a n s  o n  M o n d a y  m o r n i n g .  We d i d  g e t  t h e r e  b y  d r i v i n g  d a y  

a n d  n i g h t .  When I g o t  t h e r e  I f o u n d  t h a t  I was  t h e  l a s t  

i n s p e c t o r  t h a t  was  h i r e d  t h a t  y e a r  a n d  t h e y  t o l d  me t o  t a k e  

o f f  a f e w  d a y s  a n d  f i n d  a p l a c e  t o  s t a y  a n d  when  I m e n t i o n e d  



t h e  h a r d s h i p  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  

g e t  t h e r e  t h e y  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  w h y  d i d n ' t  y o u  c a l l  u s  a n d  t e l l  

u s  y o u  c o u l d n ' t  b e  t h e r e  b y  t h a t  t i m e  a n d  l e t  u s  k n o w  I 

w o u l d  r e p o r t  i n  t w o  w e e k s " .  W e l l ,  a s  o n e  who h a d  n e v e r  h a d  

a n y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  o p e r a t i o n s  I a s s u m e d  t h a t  when 

t h e y  s a i d  t o  b e  t h e r e  Monday  m o r n i n g ,  I h a d  b e t t e r  b e  t h e r e  

o r  f o r f e i t  t h e  j o b .  I h a d  a  w e e k ' s  t i m e  t o  s e l l  a h o u s e ,  

p a c k  a l l  g o o d s  a n d  t a k e  c a r e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h a d  t o  b e  

d o n e .  

I was i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t i o n  S e r v i c e  b y  

W a l t e r  McRae who t o o k  me i n t o  a s h r i m p  p l a n t  a n d  s h o w e d  me 

how i t  o p e r a t e d  a n d  s p e n t  a  l i t t l e  t i m e  e x p l a i n i n g  w a t  t h e  

j o b  i n v o l v e d  a n d  t h a t  was a b o u t  i t .  He was a s u p e r v  s o r  a t  

t h e  New O r l e a n s  s t a t i o n  a n d  I t h i n k  came o n c e  t o  s e e  how I 

was g e t t i n g  a l o n g .  T h a t , i t  w o u l d  seem, l o o k i n g  b a c k  a t  i t ,  

was a w e a k n e s s  o f  t h e  S e a f o o d  S e r v i c e  i n  t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  

a t  l e a s t  a t  some o f  t h e  p l a c e s  was v e r y  i n a d e q u a t e .  I t  

t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  I was n o t  p r e p a r e d  f o r  some o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  

t h a t  came u p  a t  t h i s  p l a n t  i n  New O r l e a n s  wh c h  was t h e  o n l y  

o n e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  So t h e  s u p e r v i s o r ,  W a l t e r  McRae, d e c i d e d  

t h a t  I s h o u l d  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  B i l o x i ,  M i s s  s s i p p i  w h e r e  

t h e r e  w e r e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m b e r  o f  s e a f o o d  n s p e c t o r s ,  

o p e r a t i n g  p l a n t s .  T h i s  g a v e  me a n  o p p o r t u n  t y  t o  become 

a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  a n d  s o r t  o f  t r a i n  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  s e a f o o d  

i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  f r o m  t h e n  o n  i t  was n o t  d i f f  c u l t .  



I was t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  B i l o x i ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  t o  a f a c t o r y  

e i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  f a r t h e r  w e s t  w h e r e  I s p e n t  some m o n t h s .  I was  

t h e n  f u r l o u g h e d  f o r  t h e  summer a n d  s p e n t  t h e  summer i n  

K a n s a s .  W h i l e  t h e r e  I r e c e i v e d  a  t e l e g r a m  f r o m  New O r l e a n s  

a s k i n g  i f  I w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t r a n s f e r  t o  B o s t o n ,  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a s  a c h e m i s t  i n  t h e  FDA l a b o r a t o r y  a n d  o f  

c o u r s e  I g l a d l y  a c c e p t e d  t h i s  o f f e r .  

I was t h e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  B o s t o n  D i s t r i c t  a s  a J u n i o r  

C h e m i s t .  I s p e n t  1 3  y e a r s  i n  B o s t o n  a n d  was  t h e n  o f f e r e d  a n  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a p o s i t i o n  a s  C h i e f  C h e m i s t  i n  S e a t t l e ,  

W a s h i n g t o n .  I n  S e a t t l e ,  W a s h i n g t o n  I s p e n t  f i v e  a n d  o n e -

h a l f  y e a r s  a s  C h i e f  C h e m i s t  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  i n  

S e a t t l e  a n d  a l s o  a s u b s t a t i o n  i n  P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n .  

B e c a u s e  o f  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  I a s k e d  t o  b e  

t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n o t h e r  D i s t r i c t .  I was  t h e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  

t h e  New Y o r k  D i s t r i c t  w h e r e  I s p e n t  t h r e e  a n d  o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  

a n d  a g a i n  a s k e d  f o r  a t r a n s f e r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  

t h e  w o r k  i n  t h i s  l a r g e  d i s t r i c t .  

When a p o s i t i o n  o p e n e d  a t  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M i n n e s o t a  a s  

C h i e f  C h e m i s t  I was  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e r e  a n d  s p e n t  t h e  l a s t  

s e v e n  a n d  o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  a t  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  f r o m  w h i c h  I 

r e t i r e d  i n  1 9 6 7 .  

L o f s v o l d :  When y o u  w e r e  w o r k i n g  a s  a S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t o r ,  

j u s t  w h a t  w e r e  y o u r  d u t i e s  a t  t h o s e  c a n n i n g  p l a n t s ?  



V o t h :  T h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t o r  a s s i g n e d  t o  a 

p l a n t  was t o  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s a n i t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

p r o p e r  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  c a n n i n g  o f  s h r i m p  a t  t h e s e  p l a n t s .  

S i n c e  t h e  h a r v e s t i n g  o f  t h e  s h r i m p  was  r a t h e r  u n c e r -

t a i n ,  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  p l a n t  was  n e v e r  s u r e  

j u s t  when  h e  w o u l d  w o r k .  T h e  t e l e p h o n e  was  t h e  k e y  You 

h a d  t o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  a l l  t i m e s  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  come t o  

t h e  p l a n t  a n d  s e e  t h a t  t h e  s h r i m p  w a s  p r o c e s s e d  p r o p e r l y .  

I n  New O r l e a n s  w h e r e  we l i v e d  i n  a n  a p a r t m e n t ,  t h e r e  was a 

p h o n e  i n  t h e  h a l l  t o  w h i c h  y o u  w e r e  c o n s t a n t l y  l i s t e n i n g .  

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s  y o u  d i d n ' t  w o r k  a l l  t h e  t i m e  b u t  y o u  h a d  t o  

b e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  a n d  a t  a l l  h o u r s .  W h e n e v e r  a 

s h r i m p  boa: h a d  c a u g h t  a l o a d  o f  s h r i m p ,  t h e y  came i n t o  p o r t  

a n d  t o  t h e  p l a n t .  T h e  p l a n t  h a d  a w h i s t l e  o r  a h o r n  w h i c h  

t h e y  s o u n d e d  t o  a l e r t  t h e  w o r k e r s  i n  t h a t  p l a n t  t h a t  t h e  

s h r i m p  b o a t  h a d  a r r i v e d  a n d  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  was  t o  s t a r t  i n  a 

c e r t a i n  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e ,  p r o b a b l y  a n  h o u r .  T h e  n e x t  s t e p  was 

t h e  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l  t o  t h e  S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t o r ,  who h u r r i e d l y  

g o t  up ,  g e n e r a l l y  a b o u t  3 : 0 0  o r  4 : 0 0  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  

a n d  p r o m p t l y  w e n t  t o  t h e  p l a n t .  I n  my p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e ,  i n  

New O r l e a n s ,  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  was u n i q u e  i n  t h a t  t h e  p l a n t  was 

l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  a n d  n o t  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  

p l a n t s .  I t  was  t h e  o n l y  p l a n t  l o c a t e d  i n  t h a t  m a n n e r .  

T h e r e f o r e  t h e  s h r i m p  h a d  t o  b e  u n l o a d e d  f r o m  t h e  b o a t  a n d  

t r a n s p o r t e d  b y  t r u c k  t o  t h e  p l a n t  a n d  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  was 

u n a b l e  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  u n l o a d i n g  o f  t h e  s h r i m p  f r o m  t h e  b o a t .  



The f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  had t o  do was t o  s e e  

t h a t  t h e  p l a n t  was i n  good  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h a t  i t  was s a n i t a r y  

a n d  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  was c l e a n  and  t h e n  t h e y  were  p e r m i t t e d  

t o  s t a r t  u n l o a d i n g  t h e  s h r i m p .  The s h r i m p  was u n l o a d e d  i n t o  

c a r t s  and t h e n  p u t  o n t o  wha t  t h e y  c a l l e d  an " i n s p e c t i o n  

b e l t " .  T h i s  was a m o v a b l e  b e l t  w h i c h  had t r a i n e d  p e o p l e  

s t a n d i n g  on e a c h  s i d e  l o o k i n g  f o r  u n s u i t a b i e  s h r i m p .  The 

u n s u i t a b l e  s h r i m p  c o u l d  g e n e r a l l y  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by  t h e  

c o l o r  o f  t h e  b o d y .  I f  i t  had a " r e d d i s h "  c o l o r ,  t h a t  w o u l d  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  s h r i m p  was n o t  i n  good  c o n d i t i o n .  One o f  

t h e  i m p o r t a n t  j o b s  o f  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  was t o  t r a i n  t h e  p e o p l e  

on t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  b e l t  t o  p i c k  o u t  and  d i s c a r d  s h r i m p  w h i c h  

were  u n s u i t a b l e .  The ones  t h a t  w e r e  s u i t a b l e  t h e n  wen t  on  

t o  t h e  end  o f  t h e  b e l t  w h e r e  t h e y  d r o p p e d  i n t o  a l a r g e  t u b  

and  w e r e  t a k e n  t o  t a b l e s  where  t h e y  were  d e h u l l e d .  T h a t  i s ,  

t h e y  removed  t h e  h u l l s ,  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  body  c o v e r s  and t h e  

b a c k  p a r t  o v e r  t h e  t a i l  o f  t h e  s h r i m p .  The w o r k e r s ,  a f t e r  

d e h u l l i n g  t h e m  p u t  t h e m  i n t o  c o n t a i n e r s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 / 2  

g a l l o n  i n  s i z e .  When t h e  c o n t a i n e r s  were  f u l l  t h e y  were  

t a k e n  t o  a c e n t r a l  c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  

w o r k e r s  w e r e  p a i d  f i v e  c e n t s  f o r  e a c h  f u l l  c o n t a i n e r .  The 

e m p l o y e e s  l e a r n e d  t o  w o r k  f a s t .  They c o u l d  d e h u l l  a s h r i m p  

i n  l e s s  t h a n  t w o  s e c o n d s .  I t  was a l s o  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  

t h e  i n s p e c t o r  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  who d e h u l l e d  t h e  s h r i m p  

w e r e  d o i n g  i t  r i g h t ,  t h a t  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  were  c l e a n  and  



t h a t  t h e  w o r k  a r e a  was a l s o  c l e a n .  T h e  p l a n t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

was a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  d e h u l l e d  

p r o p e r l y ,  ~ t h e r w i s e  t h e  c a n s  o f  s h r i m p  w e r e  n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  

m a r k e t i n g .  A g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  was 

s p e n t  a t  o r  n e a r  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  b e l t  b e c a u s e  t h a t  was t h e  

c r u c i a l  a r e a  w h e r e  t h e  b a d  s h r i m p  w e r e  r e m o v e d .  When t h e  

i n s p e c t o r  f o u n d  t h a t  some o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e s - a t  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  

b e l t  w e r e  g e t t i n g  c a r e l e s s  a n d  w e r e  n o t  r e m o v i n g  a l l  t h e  d e -  

c o m p o s e d  s ~ r i m p  h e  o r d e r e d  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  b e l t  t o  b e  s t o p p e d  

a n d  t h e n  t h e  t u b  w h i c h  was a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  b e l t  was r e r u n  

o v e r  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  b e l t .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c a u s e d  some 

d e l a y  a n d  was  a n  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  t h e  e m p l o y e e s  who p i c k e d  

o u t  t h e  b a d  s h r i m p  t o  d o  a b e t t e r  j o b ,  o t h e r w i s e  t h e i r  b o s s  

w o u l d  b e  u n h a p p y  a t  t h e  d e l a y .  

T h e  i n s p e c t o r ,  a l s o  h a d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  w h o l e  p r o c e s s i n g  

p r o c e d u r e  a n d  h e  was  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a r e f u l  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  

p r o c e s s i n g  o f  t h e  s h r i m p  i n  l a r g e  p r e s s u r e  c o o k e r s  was d o n e  

p r o p e r l y ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  c a n n e d  s h r i m p  w e r e  s t o r e d  p r o p e r l y .  

I r e c a l l  o n e  o c c a s i o n  when a b a t c h  o f  c a n s  h a d  b e e n  

m i s p l a c e d ,  b u t  f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e y  d i s c o v e r e d  i t  i n  t i m e  o r  

t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  o n e  w h o l e  b a t c h  o f  s h r i m p  t h a t  h a d  n o t  

b e e n  p r o c e s s e d  a t  a l l  a n d  was n o t  s t e r i l e .  T h i s  i n c i d e n t  

c o u l d  h a v e  c a u s e d  a l o t  o f  p r o b l e m s  i f  t h a t  b a t c h  o f  u n p r o -

c e s s e d  c a n s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s h i p p e d  i n t o  t h e  m a r k e t  p l a c e  

a n d  s p o i l e d .  



When I was w o r k i n g  a t  B i l o x i ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  w h e r e  t h e  

b o a t s  d o c k e d  r i g h t  a t  t h e  p l a n t  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  was a l i t t l e  

b i t  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  a t  t h e  New O r l e a n s  p l a n t .  T h e  s o u n d i n g  

o f  t h e  h o r n  a n d  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l ,  was i d e n t i c a l  a n d  v e r y ,  

s e l d o m  d i d  t h e  b o a t  e v e r  d o c k  a f t e r  6 : 0 0  o ' c l o c k  o r  7 : 0 0  

o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  T h e y  a l w a y s  seemed t o  come i n  a t  

n i g h t ,  s o m e t i m e s  a s  e a r l y  a s  1:30 a.m. 

A n o t h e r  p r o b l e m  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  h a d  t o  f a c e  was t h a t  t h e  

b o a t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  l a r g e r  p l a n t s ,  m i g h t  come in t w o  o r  

t h r e e  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  So i t  was e a s i l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a n  

i n s p e c t o r  was o n  d u t y  f r o m  3 : 0 0  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i  n g  t i l l  

e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k  t h a t  e v e n i n g  o r  e v e n  l a t e r  w h i c h  meant a 

l o t  o f  h o u r s  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  t i m e .  I n  a p l a c e  l i k e  B i l o x i ,  

M i s s i s s i p p i ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  many p l a n t s ,  i f  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  

t o o  l o n g  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r  m i g h t  a s s i g n  some o t h e r  i n s p e c t o r  t o  

a s s i s t .  Some i n s p e c t o r s  e n j o y e d  t h i s  t y p e  o f  w o r k  w h e r e  y o u  

w o r k e d  f o r  l e t ' s  s a y  1 8  h o u r s  a t  a t i m e  a n d  t h e n  y o u  d i d n ' t  

h a v e  t o  w o r k  f o r  m a y b e  a week.  A l t h o u g h  y o u  h a d  t o  b e  

a v a i l a b l e  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  y o u  c o u l d  d o  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  

w a n t e d  t o .  To  me t h i s  was n o t  e n j o y a b l e  b e c a u s e  I l i k e d  t o  

h a v e  a s t e a d y  j o b  a n d  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  s p e n d  a l l  t h a t  t i m e  

b e t w e e n  n o t  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  o r  j u s t  w a i t i n g .  

T h e r e  w e r e  a l w a y s  p r o b l e m s  a t  t h e  p l a n t s .  You h a d  t o  

c o n s i d e r  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t o r  who w a n t e d  t o  p r o c e s s  

t h e  s h r i m p  i n  t h e  m o s t  e x p e d i t i o u s  f a s h i o n  a n d  y o u r  j o b  a s  



an i n s p e c t o r  who w a n t e d  t o  see t h a t  t h e  s h r i m p  w e r e  i n  good  

c o n d i t i o n  when t h e y  w e r e  p r o c e s s e d .  One o f  t h e  f i r s t  d u t i e s  

t h a t  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  h a d  when he came t o  t h e  p l a n t  i n  t h e  

m o r n i n g  was t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  t o i l e t s  w e r e  i n  p r o p e r  shape.  

So t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t o  do  was t o  a l w a y s  c h e c k  t h e  t o i l e t s  t o  

s e e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  c l e a n  and  r e a d y  t o  accommodate t h e  

p e r s o n n e l .  

I remember  a t i m e  when t h i s  w a s n ' t  t r u e  a n d  I i n f o r m e d  

t h e  p l a n t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  t h a t  we w o u l d n ' t  s t a r t  p r o c e s s i n g  

u n t i l  t h e y  w e r e  c l e a n e d  up.  The s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  p l a n t  

o b j e c t e d  v e r y  s t r e n u o u s l y  t h a t  t h i s  was h o l d i n g  up a l l  t h e  

o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  t h a t  F D A  h a d  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  we w o u l d n ' t  c r e a t e  

a h a r d s h i p  f o r  them.  F o r  my p a r t  I i n s i s t e d  and  s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  t h e y  g e t  t h i s  c l e a n e d  u p  ahead  o f  t i m e  

and  t h e n  we c o u l d  s t a r t  i m m e d i a t e l y .  

When t h e  b o a t s  came i n  and  t h e  p l a n t  was r e a d y  t o  go,  

t h e  i n s p e c t o r s  j o b  was t o  go down i n t o  t h e  b o a t  and make a 

p r e l i m i n a r y  i n s p e c t i o n  t o  see t h a t  t h e  s h r i m p  were  i n  good  

enough  c o n d i t i o n  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d .  Somet imes b o a t s  s t a y e d  o u t  

t o o  l o n g  a n d  t h i s  w a s n ' t  t r u e .  I t  n e v e r  happened  t o  me b u t  

i t  d i d  t o  some i n s p e c t o r s .  

When t h e  i n s p e c t o r  had d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  s h r i m p  w e r e  

i n  f a i r l y  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n ,  he  gave  t h e  s i g n a l  t o  go ahead  and  

i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s t a r t e d  and  p r o c e e d e d  a s  I h a v e  

p r e v i o u s l y  d i s c r i b e d .  



I s h o u l d  m e n t i o n  t h a t  s h r i m p  i s  a v e r y ,  v e r y  d e l i c a t e  

c r e a t u r e  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s h r i m p  a r e  a c t u a l l y  dead,  p r o b a b l y ,  

b e f o r e  t h e y  come o u t  o f  t h e  n e t .  D u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was 

i n  t h e  s e a f o o d  s e r v i c e  I n e v e r  saw a l i v e  s h r i m p  d e l i v e r e d  

t o  t h e  p l a n t .  T h i s  was one o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  why t h e  p a s t  c o n -

d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  were  s o  b a d  t h a t  t h e  s e a f o o d  s e r v i c e  

h a d  t o  be i n s t i t u t e d .  I w a n t  t o  s t r e s s  a g a i n  t h a t  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s h r i m p  i t  was e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  

t h e y  be  p r o c e s s e d  p r o m p t l y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

o f  t h e  p l a n t  i s  v e r y  a n x i o u s  t o  go ahead  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  

s o  t h a t  t h e  s h r i m p  d o e s n ' t  s p o i l  a f t e r  i t  comes i n .  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  a f u r t h e r  w o r d  a b o u t  t h e  j o b  o f  t h e  

S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t o r .  When I was s t a t i o n e d  i n  New O r l e a n s  and 

t o o k  t h e  s t r e e t  c a r  t o  t h e  p l a n t ,  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  a f t e r  

w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  p l a n t  f o r  3 o r  4 o r  more  h o u r s ,  a l l  y o u r  
-

c l o t h e s  w e r e  s a t u r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  o d o r  o f  s h r i m p  w h i c h  e v e n  i f  

i t  i s n ' t  decomposed,  i s  n o t  v e r y  p l e a s a n t .  I h a d  t h e  f i r s t  

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  my l i f e  o f  s i t t i n g  down i n  a s e a t  i n  t h e  

s t r e e t  c a r ,  a n d  h a v i n g  p e o p l e  move o v e r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  o d o r  

o f  my c l o t h e s .  When y o u  a r r i v e d  home t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  y o u  

d i d  was t a k e  o f f  y o u r  c l o t h e s  a n d  h a n g  t h e m  on t h e  wash l i n e  

t o  a i r  t h e m  o u t  o r  p e r h a p s  i n  some c a s e s  wash t h e m  

e v e r y t i m e .  

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  m e n t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  t r i a l s  o f  

t h e  S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t o r  was t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  and  e v a l u a t i o n  



was somewhat r u d i m e n t a r y .  When I came i n ,  as  I n o t e d  be-  

f o r e ,  I r e c e i v e d  o n l y  c u r s o r y  t r a i n i n g  a n d  t h i s  b o t h e r e d  me 

a l o t .  A l s o  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n s p e c t o r s  d i d  n o t  seem 

t o  be  u n i f o r m .  

I know p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  one i n d i v i d u a l  whose name i s  

L a u r e n  Hammack, who was a v e r y  f i n e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  v e r y  c o n -

s c i e n t i o u s  a n d  h a d  a s k e d  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r  a number  o f  t i m e s  

how he  was d o i n g ,  and  i f  t h e r e  was a n y t h i n g  h e  c o u l d  d o  t o  

i m p r o v e  h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e .  He s u d d e n l y  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  s u p e r -

v i s o r  h a d  r a t e d  h i m  l o w ,  o r  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  and  word  came 

f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n  t o  d i s m i s s  t h i s  i n s p e c t o r .  T h i s  was a v e r y  

s e r i o u s  b l o w  t o  t h i s  i n s p e c t o r ,  who h a d  been,  I t h o u g h t ,  

v e r y  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  and  had been d o i n g  a good  j o b .  I n  f a c t  I 

h a d  v i s i t e d  h i s  p l a n t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a n d  t h o u g h t  t h a t  h e  was 

d o i n g  an e x c e l l e n t  j o b ,  y e t  he was d i s m i s s e d  as  b e i n g  u n s a t -  

i s f a c t o r y .  O f  c o u r s e ,  mos t  o f  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  were  v e r y  

good,  W a l t e r  McRae who t r a i n e d  me f i r s t  was v e r y  k i n d  t o  me 

and  h e l p e d  me a l o t  i n  d o i n g  my d u t y  i n  t h e  s e a f o o d  

s e r v i c e .  

L o f s v o l d :  A f t e r  y o u r  s e a s o n  w i t h  t h e  s e a f o o d  s e r v i c e ,  y o u  

w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  B o s t o n  as  a c h e m i s t ?  

V o t h :  Yes, I was n o t i f i e d  when I was on f u r l o u g h  t h a t  I h a d  

a c h a n c e  f c r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a s  c h e m i s t  i n  B o s t o n  w h i c h ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  I e a g e r l y  a c c e p t e d .  



When I c a m e  b a c k  f r o m  f u r l o u g h  t o  ~ e w ' o r l e a n s ,  I 

a s s i s t e d  i n  t r a i n i n g  some o f  t h e  new i n s p e c t o r s  t h a t  came i n  

a n d  t h e n  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  B o s t o n  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 9 3 8 .  

A t  B o s t o n  I was a s s i g n e d  a s  a c h e m i s t  i n  t h e  l a b o r a -

t o r y .  D u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was a t  B o s t o n ,  w h i c h  was 1 3  

y e a r s ,  I was  f r e q u e n t l y  a s k e d  t o  g o  o n  f i e l d  t r i p s  w i t h  

i n s p e c t o r s ,  a s s i s t i n g  t h e m  b y  c o r r e l a t i n g  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n s  

w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  l a b o r a t o r y  w o r k .  I n  f a c t  t h i s  h a p p e n e d  

s o  o f t e n  t h a t  my c h e m i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  b e c a m e  s o m e w h a t  

l i m i t e d .  Q u i t e  o f t e n  a f t e r  I h a d  s t a r t e d  a  c h e m i c a l  e x a m i -

n a t i o n ,  t h e  c h i e f  i n s p e c t o r  came i n  a n d  w a n t e d  me t o  g o  o n  a 

t r i p .  When I p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  I was  e x a m i n i n g  a  s a m p l e ,  h e  

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  c h e m i s t  c o u l d  c o m p l e t e  t h e  w o r k  o n  

t h e  s a m p l e .  T h i s  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  me b e c a u s e  I b e -

came a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  I b e l i e v e  

I a s s i s t e d  t h e  i n s p e c t o r s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  b y  e x p l a i n i n g  t o  t h e m  

t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  p r o c e d u r e  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  i n v o l v e d .  

I a l s o  s p e n t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  p u t t i n g  u p  e x p e r i m e n t a l  

p a c k s  o f  f i s h .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  l a b o r a t o r i e s  

w e r e  d e v e l o p i n g  c h e m i c a l  m e t h o d s  f o r  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  

d e c o m p o s i t i o n  i n  f i s h .  I was d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  p e r s o n  i n  

t h e  B o s t o n  l a b o r a t o r y  who w o u l d  p r e p a r e  a n d  a l s o  e x a m i n e  

q u i t e  a n u m b e r  o f  t h e  " e x p e r i m e n t a l  p a c k s "  t h a t  w e r e  p r e -

p a r e d .  So c a l  l e d  " e x p e r i m e n t a l  p a c k s "  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  i n  

o r d e r  t o  c o r r e l a t e  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  b y  o d o r  a n d  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  



t h e  f i s h  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  l a b o r a t o r y  f i n d i n g s .  I n  o r d e r  

t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  d e c o m p o s e d  f i s h ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  w o u l d  b e  l i k e  

a f t e r  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  c a n n e d ,  i t  was  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t a k e  a b s o -  

l u t e l y  f r e s h  f i s h  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  e x a m i n e  t h e m  c h e m i c a l l y .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e  some o f  t h e  f i s h  w e r e  c a n n e d  f o r  l a t e r  

e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e  r e m a i n i n g  f i s h  w e r e  s l o w l y  a 1  l o w e d  t o  d e -

c o m p o s e .  T h e y  w e r e  examl i n e d  e v e r y  d a y ,  o r  - i f  it was w a r m  

m o r e  o f t e n ,  p e r h a p s  e v e n  t w i c e  d a i l y .  When t h e  d e c o m p o s i -
t i o n  b e c a m e  n o t i c e a b l e  b y  t h e  o d o r  a n d  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s -

t i c s ,  y o u  c o u l d  t e l l  t h a t  a c h a n g e  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e .  T h e n  

some o f  t h e  f i s h  w e r e  a g a i n  t a k e n  a n d  e x a m i n e d  c h e m i c a l l y ,  

a n d  a l s o  c a n n e d  i m m e d i a t e l y .  T h e  a b o v e  p r o c e s s  c o n t i n u e d  

u n t i l  t h e  o d o r  o f  t h e  f i s h  b e c a m e  s o  b a d  t h a t  a n y  p e r s o n ,  n o  

m a t t e r  how i n s e n s i t i v e  t h e y  w e r e  t o  d e c o m p o s i t i o n  w o u l d  

r e a d i l y  a d m i t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  " p u t r i d "  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  s m e l l e d  

v e r y  v e r y  b a d .  T h i s  was  t h e  l a s t  s t a g e .  T h e n  we t o o k  t h i s  

f i s h  a n d  e x a m i n e d  i t  c h e m i c a l l y  a n d  a l s o  c a n n e d  i t .  L a t e r  

we o p e n e d  t h e s e  c a n s  a n d  e x a m i n e d  t h e m  b y  s m e l l i n g ,  w h i c h  we 

c a l l e d  o r g a n o l e p t i c  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  a l s o  t e s t e d  t h e m  c h e m i -  

c a l l y .  B u t  w h e r e  m o s t  o f  t h e  u s e a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  was  

o b t a i n e d  was  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  o d o r  o f  t h e  r a w  f i s h  a n d  t h e  

o d o r  o f  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  f i s h  w h i c h  was  i n  t h e  c a n .  I t  was 

n o t  a t  a l l  t h e  same. T h e  o d o r  o f  t h e  f i s h  i n  t h e  c a n  was  a n  

e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  o d o r  t h a n  y o u  w o u l d  s m e l l ,  w h e n  t h e  f i s h  

w e r e  i n  t h e  r a w  s t a t e .  I n d i v i d u a l s  who e x a m i n e d  t h e  f i s h  i n  



t h e  c a n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  o f t e n  t i m e s  c o m p l e t e l y  e x c h a n g e d  

t h e  g o o d  a n d  t h e  b a d .  T h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e  f i s h  t h a t  was g o o d  

a c t u a l l y  h a d  b e e n  d e c o m p o s e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  was v e r y  i m p o r -

t a n t  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  who e x a m i n e d  f i s h  i n  t h e  c a n  w o u l d  b e  

a b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e s e  o d o r s .  I t  i s  a d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  

a n  o d o r ,  a n d  y o u  c o u l d  w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e ,  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  f i s h  

h a d  b e e n  p - o d u c e d  f r o m  t h e  d e c o m p o s e d  f i s h .  

L o f s v o l d :  T h e n ,  b y  p r e p a r i n g  t h e s e  a u t h e n t i c  p a c k s ,  y o u  a n d  

t h e  o t h e r  ? e o p l e  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  b e c a m e  t r a i n e d  i n  r e c o g -

n i z i n g  t h e  o d o r  o f  t h e  c a n n e d  f i s h  w h i c h  was  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

o f  d e c o m p o s e d  r a w  f i s h .  How d i d  y o u  u s e  t h i s  s k i l l ?  

V o t h :  T h i s  s k i l l  was  u s e d  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  b e c a u s e  

c a n n e d  f i s h  w o u l d  b e  b r o u g h t  i n  a n d  c o u l d  b e  e x a m i n e d  t h e r e .  

H o w e v e r ,  o n  t r i p s  w h i c h  I made w i t h  i n s p e c t o r s ,  I d i d  e x a -m m i n e  t h e  c a n s  w h i c h  w e r e  q u e s t i o n a b l e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Some o f  my f i e l d  w o r k  was i n v o l v e d  i n  r e c o n d i t i o n i n g  

f i s h .  Some p a c k e r s  w h o s e  p r o d u c t  was  s e i z e d ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  

was  a f a i r l y  l o w  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  f i s h  w h i c h  s h o w e d  some d e c o m -

p o s i t i o n ,  t h o u g h t  t h e y  c o u l d  r e c o n d i t i o n  t h e  f i s h .  I ' m  

t a l k i n g  a b o u t  r a w  f i s h  now,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  f r o z e n .  T h e  

p a c k e r s  w e r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  d i s c a r d  t h i s  w h o l e  b a t c h  o f  f i s h  

w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  s e i z e d  a n d  a p p l i e d  f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  r e -

c o n d i t i o n i n g  t h i s  f i s h .  I was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  

w h i c h  was i n c i d e n t a l l y  n o t  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  b e c a u s e  y o u  a l w a y s  

w o r k e d  i n  c o l d  w a r e h o u s e s  a n d  u n d e r  d i s a g r e e a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  



The p r o c e s s  was t o  t a k e  f i s h  f r o m  e a c h  c o d e  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  i t  h a d  been  p a c k e d  a t  t h a t  c e r t a i n  t i m e ,  t h a w  o u t  t h i s  

f i s h ,  and  t h e n  e x a m i n e d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  each  c o d e  

t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  f i s h  was s u i t a b l e  f o r  c o n s u m p t i o n .  T h i s  

c o u l d  g e n e r a l l y  b e  done. However,  t h e r e  were  v e r y  f e w  

p a c k e r s  who d i d  t h i s  more  t h a n  o n c e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  f i s h  a f t e r  

e x a m i n a t i o n  h a d  t o  be  r e f r o z e n  and  t h e r e f o r e  was o f  a l o w e r  

q u a l i t y  and  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m a r k e t .  Or t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  t o o k  s o  

l o n g  t h a t  e n o u g h  t i m e  was l o s t  s o  t h a t  i n  t h e  end  m o s t  

p a c k e r s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  i t  was b e t t e r  t o  d i s c a r d  t h e  e n t i r e  

l o t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n d i t i o n  i t  

by  s o r t i n g  o u t  t h e  decomposed f i s h .  

T h e r e  was one t i m e  when a  p a c k e r  t r i e d  t o  r e c o n d i t i o n  

c a n n e d  f i s h .  The way t h e y  d i d  t h a t  was t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  

c o d e s  and  t a k e  e a c h  c o d e  and  p u n c t u r e  a h o l e  i n  a l l  t h e  c a n s  

and t h e n  s q u e e z e  t h e  c a n  s o  some o f  t h e  j u i c e  w o u l d  e x u d e  

t h r o u g h  t h e  h o l e ,  w h i c h  t h e y  t h e n  e x a m i n e d  w e r e  a b l e  t o  

s e p a r a t e  t o  a v e r y  good  d e g r e e  w h i c h  c a n s  w e r e  decomposed.  

The c a n s  w h i c h  w e r e  p u n c t u r e d  and  e x a m i n e d  t h e  way I h a v e  

d e s c r i b e d  w e r e  t h e n  s o l d e r e d ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  h o l e s  w e r e  

s o l d e r e d  and  t h e n  t h e y  were  a g a i n  m a r k e t e d .  

L o f s v o l  d: A f t e r  r e c o o k i n g ?  

V o t h :  Yes, a f t e r  r e p r o c e s s i n g .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was n o t  

v e r y  d e s i r a b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e  f l a v o r  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t  a f t e r  t h e  

s e c o n d  p r o c e s s i n g ,  w h i c h  was r e a l l y  o v e r - p r o c e s s i n g ,  was 



g e n e r a l l y  n o t  v e r y  g o o d  a n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  t i m e ,  I t h i n k ,  

t h a t  t h a t  was  e v e r  t r i e d  i n  o u r  a r e a  t h a t  I k n o w  o f .  
-

L o f s v o l d :  T h a t  was  t h e  common p r a c t i c e ,  y o u  r e m e m b e r ,  o u t  

i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  w h e n  we w e r e  a t  S e a t t l e .  T h e  s a l m o n  c a n -

n e r s  r e c o n d i t i o n e d  b a d  l o t s  i n  t h a t  f a s h i o n ,  a n d  h a d  d o n e  i t  

f o r  y e a r s .  I t  d i d  p r o d u c e  a mushy ,  v e r y  s o f t  p r o d u c t  t h a t  

t h e y  h a d  t o  s e l l  a t  a r e d u c e d  p r i c e .  

V o t h :  Yes, I r e m e m b e r  t h a t  now. I was t a l k i n g  a b o u t  New 

E n g l a n d  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  t r y i n g  t h i s ,  I f o r g e t  j u s t  w h a t  t h e  

p r o d u c t  was a c t u a l l y .  B u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  t h e r e  t h a t  

I r e m e m b e r e d  i t  was  d o n e .  

L o f s v o l d :  W i t h  a s o f t e r  f i s h  l i k e  m o s t  o f  t h e  f i s h  t h e y  

c a t c h  t h e r e  I i m a g i n e  t h e  r e p r o c e s s e d  p r o d u c t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  

v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e .  

V o t h :  T h s t ' s  r i g h t .  

One o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  t h a t  we d i d  i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  

a t  B o s t o n  was t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  m a p l e  s y r u p .  As y o u  know 

m a p l e  s y r u p  c o m e s  e x c l u s i v e l y  f r o m  n o r t h e a s t e r n  U.S. s t a t e s  

a n d  a d j a c e n t  C a n a d i a n  p r o v i n c e s .  T h e  p r o b l e m  t h a t  we r a n  

i n t o  was t h a t  we f o u n d  l e a d  i n  t h e  m a p l e  s y r u p ,  t h a t  i s ,  

l e a d  d i s s o l v e d  i n  t h e  m a p l e  s y r u p .  I n  t r a c i n g  b a c k  t o  w h e r e  

t h i s  came f r o m ,  i t  was f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  who p r o d u c e d  

t h e  m a p l e  s y r u p  g e n e r a l l y  u s e d  l a r g e  k e t t l e s  made o u t  o f  

g a l v a n i z e <  m e t a l  w h i c h  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  s h a p e ,  

a n d  t h e  c o r n e r s  w e r e  s o l d e r e d .  T h e  u s e  o f  s o l d e r  was t h e  



p r o b l e m  b e c a u s e  s o l d e r  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  a t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t  5 0 %  

o f  l e a d .  Some c h e a p e r  s o l d e r s  c o n t a i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  m o r e  

l e a d .  T h e  m a p l e  s y r u p  t h a t  i s  p r o d u c e d  i s  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  

t h e  s u g a r  m a p l e  t r e e s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  I ' m  s u r e  e v e r y o n e  h a s  

s e e n  p i c t u r e s  o f  d r i l l i n g  h o l e s  i n t o  t h e  t r e e s  a n d  h a v i n g  

t h e  s a p  c o l l e c t e d  a s  i t  d r i p s  o u t .  T h i s  s a p  r e a l l y  c o n t a i n s  

m o s t l y  w a t e r .  T h e  a m o u n t  o f  s u g a r  i n  t h e  s a p  i s  b e t w e e n  1 

1 1 2  t o  3%. So i t  t a k e s  a l o t  o f  c o o k i n g  o r  b o i l i n g  t o  b o i l  

a w a y  t h e  w a t e r  a n d  g e t  t h e  m a p l e  s y r u p  t o  w h e r e  i t  c a n  b e  

m a r k e t e d .  I t  t a k e s  3 0  t o  5 0  g a l l o n s  o f  s a p  t o  p r o d u c e  o n e  

g a l l o n  o f  s y r u p .  T h i s  p r o b a b l y  t a k e s  d a y s ,  s i n c e  m o s t  o f  

t h e s e  e v a p o r a t o r s  a r e  f i r e d  b y  wood  b u r n i n g  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e s e  

t a n k s .  T h i s  m a p l e  s a p  b e i n g  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o n  t h e  a c i d  s i d e ,  

d i s s o l v e s  some o f  t h e  l e a d  w h i c h  i s  i n  t h e s e  s o l d e r e d  j o i n t s  

a n d  t h a t  i s  w h e r e  t h e  l e a d  comes  f r o m .  L e a d  i s  q u i t e  a  

p o i s o n o u s  s u b s t a n c e  when  i n g e s t e d  i n t o  t h e  b o d y  a n d  t h e r e -  

f o r e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  o b j e c t e d  t o  i t  p r e s e n c e .  We e x a m i n e d  a  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m b e r  o f  s h i p m e n t s  o f  m a p l e  s y r u p  a n d  s e i z e d  

q u i t e  a f e w .  

One o f  t h e  c a s e s  was c o n t e s t e d  i n  c o u r t  a n d  w e n t  t o  

t r i a l .  T h e  t r i a l  was s o m e w h a t  i n t e r e s t i n g .  T h i s  t r i a l  was 

i n  a n  a r e a  w h e r e  t h e  j u r y  was l a r g e l y  c o m p o s e d  o f  f a r m e r s  

who w e r e  i n  t h e  m a p l e  s u g a r  o r  m a p l e  s y r u p  b u s i n e s s .  So we 

a n t i c i p a t e d  q u i t e  a c h a l l e n g e .  T h e  c h a l l e n g e ,  was t h a t  t h e  

a m o u n t  o f  l e a d  t h a t  was i n  t h e  m a p l e  s y r u p  r e a l l y  was n o t  



t h a t  h a r m f u l .  I n  o r d e r  t o  b o l s t e r  o u r  c a s e  we h i r e d  e x p e r t  

w i t n e s s e s ,  o n e  o f  whom was Dr. C a r l s o n  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  C h i c a g o  who was a p h a r m a c o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l .  

L o f s v o l d :  Was t h a t  A n t o n  J. C a r l s o n ?  

V o t h :  Yes, Dr .  C a r l s o n  had  q u i t e  an i m p o s i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  

a n d  I t h i n k  h e  won t h e  t r i a l  f o r  us .  A f t e r  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  

f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  had  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l s  o f  t h e i r  

c a s e ,  s u c h  a s  p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  c h e m i c a l  t e s t s  w e r e  p r o p e r  and  

a c c u r a t e ,  and  t h a t  t h e y  had  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  l e a d  w h i c h  

was p r e s e n t  was h a r m f u l  t o  t h e  human b o d y ,  D r .  A n t o n  J. 

C a r l s o n  was p u t  on t h e  s t a n d  a s  t h e  e x p e r t  w i t n e s s .  The 

l a w y e r  who was q u e s t i o n i n g  h i m  u s e d  t h e  t a c t i c  o f  t r y i n g  t o  

d i s c r e d i t  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  on t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  D r .  C a r l s o n  

n e v e r  p r a c t i c e d  m e d i c i n e  h i m s e l f ,  t h a t  h e  was o n l y  i n  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  t e a c h i n g .  I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  how D r .  C a r l s o n  m e t  

t h i s  c h a l l e n g e .  He s a i d ,  "No, I ' v e  n e v e r  p r a c t i c e d  m e d i c i n e  

m y s e l f ,  I h a v e  t a u g h t  o v e r  5,000 d o c t o r s  b u t  I n e v e r  d i d  

p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  m y s e l f . "  And t h a t  ended  t h a t  l i n e  o f  

q u e s t i o n i n g .  

L o f s v o l d :  And t h e n  i n  1951,  I b e l i e v e ,  y o u  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  

f r o m  B o s t o n  t o  S e a t t l e  as  C h i e f  C h e m i s t ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

V o t h :  Yes. A t  S e a t t l e  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  was any  s p e -

c i a l  i t e m  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  d i s c u s s e d  e x c e p t  S e a t t l e  was un i q u e  

i n  h a v i n g  a s a t e l l i t e  l a b o r a t o r y  a t  P o r t l a n d ,  Oregon.  Th i s  

m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  had t o  h a v e  good c h e m i s t s  a t  



P o r t l a n d  b e c a u s e  mos t  o f  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  were  on t h e i r  own. 

They h a d  o n e  p e r s o n  i n  c h a r g e ,  D i c k  Edge, who i n c i d e n t a l l y  

i s  s t i l l  w o r k i n g  f o r  FDA a t  t h i s  t i m e  ( 1 9 8 3 )  even  a f t e r  he  

r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h e  D a l l a s  D i s t r i c t  q u i t e  a f e w  y e a r s  ago.  

T h i s  mean: t h a t  a t  l e a s t  once  a m o n t h  t h e  C h i e f  C h e m i s t  a t  

S e a t t l e  D i s t r i c t  h a d  t o  t r a v e l  t o  P o r t l a n d  and  e v a l u a t e  

t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s .  L a t e r  on t h i s  l a b o r a t o r y  was d i s c o n t i n u e d  

a n d  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  a n y  d i s t r i c t  t h a t  p r e s e n t l y  has  

t h i s  f e a t u r e .  

F rom S e a t t l e  I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  New York  D i s t r i c t ,  

a s  I m e n t i o n e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  due t o  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  

f a m i l y .  The New York  D i s t r i c t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  t h e  

l a r g e s t  f i e l d  d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  Food  and  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

a t  t h a t  t i m e  h a d  some u n u s u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  One o f  t h e  

c h i e f  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  New York  D i s t r i c t  and o t h e r  

d i s t r i c t s  was t h e  i m p o r t s .  The i m p o r t s  were  s o  numerous  a t  

New York  D i s t r i c t  t h a t  t h e y  consumed a c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o r t i o n  

o f  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  b e c a u s e  we had t o  

e x a m i n e  h u n d r e d s  o f  s a m p l e s  e a c h  day .  I t  was r a t h e r  i n t e r -

e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was a b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  number o f  

s a m p l e s  t h a t  c o u l d  be  e x a m i n e d  b y  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

T h e r e  was a c h e m i s t  named Dan U n g a r  i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  

who a c t u a l l y  a c t e d  m o r e  as  an i n s p e c t o r  t h a n  as  a c h e m i s t .  

He h a d  s e v e r a l  d e g r e e s ;  h e  was a p h a r m a c o l o g i s t  a s  w e l l  a s  a 

c h e m i s t .  He e n j o y e d  w o r k i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  c o l l e c t i n g  



s a m p l e s  and  a d v i s i n g  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  as  t o  w h a t  was g o i n g  on. 

He was an e x t r e m e l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  and  v e r s a t i l e  i n d i v i d u a l .  

As an e x a m p l e ,  he e x a m i n e d  s p i c e s  t h a t  came i n t o  t h e  

l a b o r a t o r y  a n d  was a b l e  t o  do t h e m  a b o u t  1 0  t i m e s  f a s t e r  

t h a n  any  o t h e r  c h e m i s t .  A t  f i r s t  when I came t o  New York  

D i s t r i c t  I q u e s t i o n e d  t h i s ,  s i n c e  i t  seemed v e r y  u n u s u a l  and  

a number  o f  t i m e s  h a d  h i s  s a m p l e s  r e e x a m i n e d  by  o t h e r  chem- 

i s t s  b u t  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  h e  was a l w a y s  r i g h t .  T h a t  h e  was 

a b l e  t o  do  t h i s  showed h i s  i n g e n u i t y .  I o b s e r v e d  h i m  a s  he 

w o r k e d  and  n o t e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  a  way o f  e s t i m a t i n g  and  d e t e r -  

m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e  s a m p l e  was s u i t a b l e  o r  n o t ,  t h a t  was s o  

u n i q u e  t h a t  h e  was d e s i g n a t e d  t o  e x a m i n e  m o s t  o f  t h e  s p i c e  

s a m p l e s .  

L o f s v o l d :  T h o s e  w e r e  v i s u a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s ?  

V o t h :  These  e x a m i n a t i o n s  c o n s i s t e d  m o s t l y  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n  

f o r  e x t r a n e o u s  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  v i s u a l  l y  d e t e r m i n e d  

s u c h  as  e x c r e t a  o f  m i c e ,  r o d e n t s  a n d  i n s e c t s  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  

o f  t h a t  t y p e .  These  l e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h i s  v e r y  r a p i d  

e x a m i n a t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d o i n g  t h i s  w o r k  i n  t h e  l a b o r a -

t o r y ,  Dan U n g a r  h a d  o t h e r  q u a l i t i e s ;  h e  was n o t  a v e r s e  t o  

g e t t i n g  up  a t  3:00 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  g o i n g  t o  t h e  a ir -

p o r t  and  t o  t h e  d o c k s  t o  s e e  w h a t  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  a r r i v i n g  

and  s t i l l  d o i n g  h i s  w o r k  i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y .  

F r o m  New York  D i s t r i c t  I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  

M i n n e a p o l i s  D i s t r i c t  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  e x -



p a n s i o n  and i n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  new b u i l d i n g .  This  was my 

f i r s t  and o n l y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h i s  and i t  was r a t h e r  i n t e r -

e s t i n g .  Peop le  have s a i d  t h a t  e x p a n s i o n  i s  t h e  most d i f f i -

c u l t  problem i n  any a r e a  a n d  t h a t  r e t r e n c h m e n t  o r  r e d u c i n g  

t h e  work f o r c e  i s  much e a s i e r  t h a n  e x p a n s i o n .  You'd t h i n k  

i t  was t h e  o t h e r  way b u t  i t ' s  n o t ,  a s  I f ound .  When I was 

t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  M i n n e a p o l i s  we were i n  an o l d  b u i l d i n g ,  ve ry  

crowded,  w i th  i n a d e q u a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  which were n o t  remodeled 

b e c a u s e  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  was a n t i c i p a t e d  and l a t e r  under  

c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  was s t a r t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was 

i n  Minneapo l i s  s o  I was exposed t o  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o c e s s  of t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  new b u i l d i n g .  I t  was d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  

t h a t  Congres s  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  

expand and a l s o  a p p r o p r i a t e d  money t o  c o n s t r u c t  new b u i l d -

i n g s  because  t h e y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were a l o t  of p rob lems  

w i t h  o l d  b u i l d i n g s  i n  o u r  t y p e  o f  work. What made i t  d i f f i -

c u l t  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  s i n c e  we a n t i c i -

p a t e d  a l a r g e r  s t a f f  and were moving t o  t h e  new b u i l d i n g ,  we 

h i r e d  c h e n i s t s  who began t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  we were  e x t r e m e l y  crowded wi th  d o u b l e  t h e  number 

of p e o p l e  working a t  t h e  work benches  t h a n  would n o r m a l l y  be 

t h e  c a s e .  The re  was a l s o  t h e  problem of t r a i n i n g  t h e s e  new 

c h e m i s t s  i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y .  We a lways  needed abou t  a  y e a r  

t o  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n  o u r  c h e m i s t s  and we a l s o  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  i t  



t o o k  h a l f  a  c h e m i s t ' s  t i m e  t o  t r a i n  a new c h e m i s t .  T h e r e -

f o r e ,  t h e  s t a f f  w h i c h  we h a d  was n o t  o n l y  c r o w d e d  and  h a n d i -  

c a p p e d  i n  t h a t  way b u t  t h e y  were ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  d e p l e t e d  

b e c a u s e  s o  much o f  t h e  i r  t i m e  was d e v o t e d  t o  t r a i n i n g  t h e  

new c h e m i s t s .  

D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  

was i n  p r o g r e s s  a n d  t h e r e  were  a l o t  o f  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  came 

u p  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e  way t h e  b u i l d i n g  had been 

d e s i g n e d  a n d  was b e i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  seemed s u i t a b l e  t o  u s  o r  

i f  a n y  s m a l l  c h a n g e s  s h o u l d  be  made. 

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  was c o m p l e t e d  and  we moved 

i n .  T h i s  i n  i t s e l f  was a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .  M o v i n g  t h e  

e q u i p m e n t  t o  t h e  new l o c a t i o n  and  a c c l i m a t i n g  e v e r y o n e  t o  

t h e  new s u r r o u n d i n g s  was a headache.  I t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  

d i f f i c u l t  i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  b e c a u s e  s o  many o f  t h e  i t e m s  

w h i c h  s h o u l d  h a v e  w o r k e d ,  d i d n ' t .  A good e x a m p l e  was t h e  

" s t e a m b a t h s "  w h i c h  we had,  w h e r e  l i v e  s t e a m  was p i p e d  i n  t o  

h e a t  t h e  i t e m s  t h a t  h a d  t o  be  k e p t  a t  a c e r t a i n  t e m p e r a t u r e .  

The c o n t r a c t i o n  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  c r e a t e d  

p r o b l e m s  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  were  c o n s t a n t  l e a k s  f r o m  t h e  s t e a m  

b a t h s  u n t i . 1  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  f i n a l l y  f o u n d  one  p r o d u c t ,  w h i c h  

c o u l d  e x p a n d  a n d  c o n t r a c t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  l e a k s .  

Then t h e  i n n u m e r a b l e  o t h e r  s m a l l  i t e m s  t h a t  d i d n ' t  f u n c t i o n  

p r o p e r l y  w h i c h  I s u p p o s e  i s  a l w a y s  t r u e ,  w h e t h e r  y o u  b u i l d  a 

h o u s e  o r  w h e t h e r  y o u  b u i l d  a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  i s  new - i t  

d o e s n ' t  a l w a y s  w o r k .  



I n  a d d i t i o n ,  as  f a r  as t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  was c o n c e r n e d ,  

s i n c e  i t  was s o  much l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  o l d  one,  t h e y  t r a n s -

f e r r e d  i n  t e n  c h e m i s t s  f r o m  a n o t h e r  d i s t r i c t  . T h i s  made a 

b i g  i m p a c t  u p o n  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  s i n c e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  t r a n s f e r  

a n y  s u p e r v i s o r s ,  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  a l s o  had  

t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  w i t h i n  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r y  f i e l d .  The s u p e r -  

v i s o r s  who h a d  t o  b e  a p p o i n t e d  as  a c t i n g  s u p e r v i s o r s  w e r e  

i n e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  n e e d e d  a l o t  o f  s u p e r v i s i o n  t h e m s e l v e s .  

A c t u a l  l y ,  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  i n  t h e  new l a b o r a t o r y  was, t o  me a t  

l e a s t ,  a n i g h t m a r e .  I t  was much e a s i e r  f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t i v e  s t a f f  t o  e x p a n d ,  t a k i n g  p e o p l e  who w e r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  

t h a n  t o  t r a i n  t h e  c h e m i s t s  i n  t h e i r  j o b .  A f t e r  a f e w  y e a r s ,  

t h i s  o f  c o u r s e ,  was a l l e v i a t e d  b u t  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  i t  was 

v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  s a y  i s  t h a t  any  e x p a n -  

s i o n  o f  t h i s  t y p e  and  a t  t h i s  r a t e  i n v o l v e s  a l o t  o f  w o r k  on 

t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d o i n g  

i t .  

L o f s v o l d :  Do y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  e x p a n s i o n  c o u l d  h a v e  been  

b e t t e r  p l a n n e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  h a v e  made i t  e a s i e r . . . o r  was i t  

j u s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we had  s o  many c o m i n g  a t  o n c e  t h a t  we 

r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  p l a n  f o r  i t ?  

V o t h :  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  p l a n n e d  b e t t e r  b u t  

o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  had  t h e  same p r o b l e m ,  s o  t h a t  I t h i n k  t h i s  

i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s  n o r m a l  t o  t h a t  r a p i d  an e x p a n s i o n .  

I t ' s  much m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p a n d  t h a n  i t  i s  t o  c o n t r a c t .  



L o f s v o l d :  A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  C i t i z e n s  Commi t t e e  r e p o r t s ,  t h e  

C o n g r e s s  was a n x i o u s  f o r  us t o  e x p a n d  as  q u i c k l y  as  p o s s i -

b l e .  I s u p p o s e  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t o p  managers  

were  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  t o  t a k e  t h a t  money w h i l e  

i t  was a v a i l a b l e  a n d  p r o b a b l y  c o u l d n ' t  do  much b e t t e r . . .  

V o t h :  I w o u l d  a g r e e  i t  was a d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  f o r  e v e r y  one 

c o n c e r n e d .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was n e c e s s a r i l y  a m a t t e r  o f  

money i t  was j u s t  t h a t  o u r  c h e m i s t s  w e r e n ' t  r e a d y  f o r  t h i s .  

They w e r e n ' t  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d .  T r a i n i n g  i s  a g r a d u a l  p r o -

c e s s  w h i c h  c a n  o n l y  be  speeded-up  w i t h i n  l i m i t s .  

L o f s v o l d :  I f  we c o u l d  h a v e  h i r e d  t h e s e  p e o p l e  o v e r  a p e r i o d  

o f  y e a r s ,  a  s m a l l e r  number  each  y e a r ,  i t  w o u l d  o f  been a 

much e a s i e r  p r o c e s s .  

V o t h :  A b s o l u t e l y .  

L o f s v o l d :  One o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  we h a v e  a s k e d  mos t  o f  

t h e  p e o p l e  w e ' v e  i n t e r v i e w e d  i s  w h e t h e r  t h e y  h a v e  any  a n e c -

d o t e s  o r  a n y  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  o r  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  o f  

t h e  a g e n c y  t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  way t h a t  t h e y  o p e r a t e d .  

V o t h :  Wel:, t h e r e ' s  one i n s t a n c e ,  I t h i n k  i t  was a t  S e a t t l e  

D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  FDA s e i z e d  a s h i p m e n t  o f  m i s l a b e l e d  sa lmon  

i n t e n d e d  f o r  t h e  armed s e r v i c e s .  T h i s  came t o  t h e  a t t e n -

t i o n  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r s  i n  W a s h i n g t o n .  The c o l o n e l  f r o m  t h e  

armed s e r v i c e s  was v e r y  i r a t e  a b o u t  t h i s  s i n c e  i t  r e f l e c t e d  

somewhat  upon  t h e i r  b u y i n g  p r o c e d u r e s .  He t e l e p h o n e d  J o h n  



L. H a r v e y  t h e  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  FDA and  t o l d  h i m  he 

d i d n ' t  a p p r o v e  o f  t h i s  and  he  s a i d  t o  M r .  H a r v e y  "Iwant  y o u  

t o  come down h e r e  r i g h t  now a n d  g e t  t h i s  s e t t l e d . ' '  J o h n  L. 

H a r v e y ' s  a n s w e r  t o  h i m  was, " I  w i l l  be  h e r e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  

u n t i l  4 : 3 0  a n d  ify o u  w a n t  t o  come and  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  me, 

I w i l l  b e  g l a d  t o  d o  s o . "  

L o f s v o l d :  T h a t  was t y p i c a l  H a r v e y .  T h a t  m u s t  h a v e  been  

when he  was D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r .  

V o t h :  Yes. 

L o f s v o l d :  Yes I remember  t h a t  c a s e ,  t h a t  was t h e  one w h e r e  

t h e  Army Q u a r t e r  m a s t e r  was b u y i n g  s i l v e r  s a l m o n  s t e a k s ,  b u t  

t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  was d e l i v e r i n g  chum s a l m o n ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  much 

c h e a p e r  s p e c i e s  o f  sa lmon .  Doug Hansen,  was t h e  i n v e s t i g a -

t o r  and  h e  h a s  d i s c u s s e d  i t  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  we h a d  w i t h  

h im.  

Was t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  t h a t  y o u  w a n t e d  t o  t a l k  

a b o u t  on  t h i s  r e c o r d i n g ?  

V o t h :  No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  o f  

o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  i n t e r v i e w e d  o r  a r e  g o i n g  t o  

i n t e r v i e w  t h a t  c a n  a d d  more  t o  i t  t h a n  I c o u l d .  

L o f s v o l d :  W e l l ,  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  y o u  p u t  on  t h e  

r e c o r d  t o d a y ,  we d i d  n o t  have  f r o m  a n y o n e  e l s e .  We a r e  v e r y  

g r a t e f u l  f o r  y o u  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  make t h i s  r e c o r d i n g .  

Thank y o u  v e r y  much. 

V o t h :  Y o u ' r e  we lcome.  
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University. 
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T h i s  i s  an  i n t e r v i e w  i n  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  s e r i e s .  We a r e  

r e c o r d i n g  t o d a y  M r .  R o b e r t  C .  S t a n f i l l ,  S r .  a t  h i s  r e s i -  

d e n c e  i n  Haddon  H e i g h t s ,  New J e r s e y .  M r .  S t a n f i l l  i s  a 

r e t i r e d  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i s t r i c t  o f  FDA. 

I n t e r v i e w e r  i s  F r e d  L o f s v o l d .  

L o f s v o l d :  M r .  S t a n f i l l ,  w o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  g i v e  u s  a b r i e f  

s k e t c h  o f  y o u r  c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i  o n ?  

S t a n f i l l :  My c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

a c t u a l l y  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  B u r e a u  

o f  C h e m i s t r y  a b o u t  O c t o b e r  1926 .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  I was em-

p l o y e d  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  W e a t h e r  B u r e a u  i n  

T r e n t o n ,  New J e r s e y .  I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  how I g o t  t o  

T r e n t o n .  I was a s t u d e n t  a t  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  

t h r o u g h  1 9 2 5 .  One o f  my p a s t i m e s  was t a k i n g  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  

e x a m i n a t i o n s  e v e r y  Wednesday a f t e r n o o n  a n d  e v e r y  S a t u r d a y  

m o r n i n g  a n d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I g r a d u a t e d  I g o t  a  w h o l e  b u n c h  

o f  i n q u i r i e s  a b o u t  my a v a i l a b i l i t y  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t .  T h a t  

was a l m o s t  a s  u n u s u a l  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  a s  i t  i s  now t o  h a v e  a  

c h o i c e .  And o n e  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  t h a t  I h a d  t a k e n  l e d  

t o  a j o b  o f f e r  w i t h  S a i n t  E l i z a b e t h ' s  H o s p i t a l  i n  Wash ing -  

t o n  a n d  an i n q u i r y  f r o m  t h e  W e a t h e r  B u r e a u  a b o u t  a p o s i t i o n  

open  i n  T r e n t o n ,  New J e r s e y .  I s p e n t  a b o u t  a day a n d  a 

h a l f  t o u r i n g  a n d  b e i n g  i n t e r v i e w e d  a t  S a i n t  E l i z a b e t h ' s  



I 

H o s p i t a l  and d e c i d e d  a g a i n s t  t a k i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h e r e  

b e c a u s e  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  t h e  p a t i e n t s  from t h e  k e e p e r s .  

S a i n t  E l i z a b e t h ' s  was a p s y c h i a t r i c  h o s p i t a l .  

had t r a v e l e d  q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e l y  d u r i n g  my schoo l  days  

b e c a u s e  a s  a son of a r a i l r o a d  employee- - I 'm a fo rmer  p a r t  

t i m e  r a i l r o a d  employee m y s e l f ,  I was e l i g i b l e  f o r  and had 

annua l  p a s s e s  good on any r a i l r o a d  anywhere and I was 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  T r e n t o n  b e c a u s e  I had n e v e r  been t h e r e .  I 

a p p l i e d  f o r  and  was a c c e p t e d  f o r  a j o b  i n  t h e  Weather 

Bureau a t  T r e n t o n ,  s i g h t  unseen  and  went t o  work t h e r e  f o r  

a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  m e t e o r o l o g i s t  who was a Harvard  g r a d u a t e .  

A n d  i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  he p e r s o n a l l y  knew and remem-

b e r e d  a n o t h e r  Harva rd  g r a d u a t e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  Food and 

Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Harvey W .  Wiley.  A f t e r  I had worked 

f o r  t h e  Weather  Bureau f0.r a b o u t  n i n e  months ,  I  g o t  an 

i n q u i r y  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  I would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a p o s i t i o n  

a s  a Food and  Drug i n s p e c t o r .  The way I g o t  on t h e  e l i g i -  

b l e  l i s t  was f rom h a v i n g  used my s c h o o l i n g  i n  b a c t e r i o l o g y ,  

o r  a s  we s a y  now d a y s  m i c r o b i o l o g y ,  and I had t a k e n  C i v i l  

S e r v i c e  e x a m i n a t i o n  i n  s a n i t a r y  b a c t e r i o l o g y ,  which t h e o -

r e t i c a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  me f o r  some a n a l y t i c a l  work  i n  w a t e r  

p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ,  where t h e r e  

was a vacancy a t  P i t t s b u r g h .  

The d e s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  was g i v e n  me of t h e  w o r k  of a 

Food and Drug i n s p e c t o r  r a t h e r  i n t r i g u e d  me because  i t  was 



somewhat  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  any e x p e r i e n c e  o r  s c h o o l i n g  t h a t  I 

h a d  e v e r  h a d  a n d  I f o u n d  o u t  l a t e r  f r o m  C o m m i s s i o n e r  D u n b a r  

t h a t  h e  d e c i d e d  t o  a p p o i n t  me b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  n e v e r  h a d  a 

b a c t e r i o l o g y  m a j o r  a s  a Food  a n d  D r u g  i n s p e c t o r  a n d  t h o u g h t  

i t  h a d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  

L o f s v o l  d: D i d  y o u  r e p o r t  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a ?  

S t a n f i l l :  I r e p o r t e d  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o  f i n d  o u t  m o r e  

a b o u t  t h e  j o b .  I was a c c e p t e d  f o r  a p o s i t i o n  i n  S t .  L o u i s  

w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  a c t u a l l y  been  i n t e r v i e w e d  s p e c  i f i c a l l y  f o r  

t h e  j o b  a n d  r e p o r t e d .  Mean t ime ,  r e m e m b e r i n g  a s i g n  o n  t h e  

r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e  e n t e r i n g  T r e n t o n  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h ,  wh i c h  s a y s  

" T r e n t o n  makes, t h e  w o r l d  t a k e s . "  I h a d  m e t  a v e r y  c h a r m -

i n g  y o u n g  l a d y  i n  T r e n t o n ,  I s a b e l l a  C h a m b e r l a i n  a n d  when 

t h e  o f f e r  f o r  a j o b  i n  S t .  L o u i s  came a l o n g ,  I p r o p o s e d  t o  

h e r  a n d  s h e  a c c e p t e d  e f f e c t i v e  when I came b a c k  f r o m  my s i x  

m o n t h s  p r o b a t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  on  t h e  j o b  i n  S t .  L o u i s .  

My s t a t i o n  c h i e f  i n  S t .  L o u i s  was E r n e s t  B .  S m i t h ,  a 

v e r y  p l e a s a n t  i n d i v i d u a l  who was a g r a d u a t e  p h a r m a c i s t  a n d  

f o r m e r  o p e r a t o r  o f  a d r u g  s t o r e .  He d e c i d e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  

be  i n t e r e s t  i n g  t o  u s e  my b a c k g r o u n d  i n  b a c t e r i o l o g y  i n  my 

d u t i e s  a s  a F o o d  a n d  D r u g  i n s p e c t o r .  One o f  t h e  b i g  p r o -  

j e c t s  i n  S t  . L o u i s  was t h e  c a n n i n g  o f  s t r i n g  beans  o r  

g r e e n  s n a p  b e a n s  a n d  t h e y  h a d  been  b o t h e r e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  

w i t h  f l a t  s o u r  d e c o m p o s i t i o n .  So I was p u t  t o  w o r k  i n v e s -

t i g a t i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  t i m e s  a n d  t e m p e r a t u r e s  a n d  t h e  



e f f e c t  of d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  and t e m p e r a t u r e s  and d e t a i l s  o f  

h a n d l i n g  s t r i n g  b e a n s  b e f o r e  t h e  h e a t  p r o c e s s i n g  p e r i o d  and  

t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  f l a t  s o u r s  and o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  

d e c o m p o s i t i o n .  

A n o t h e r  f o o d  p r o d u c t  t h a t  was m a n u f a c t u r e d  q u i t e  ex-

t e n s i v e l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  was c i d e r  v i n e g a r  and t h e r e  was a 

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c h e a t i n g  by t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  by u s i n g  con-

c e n t r a t e d  a p p l e  c i d e r  which was c o n c e n t r a t e d  50  t o  1. A n d  

t h e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a p p l e  j u i c e  o r  c o n c e n t r a t e d  c i d e r  was used  

w i t h  d i l u t e d  c o r n  s u g a r  t o  s i m u l a t e  t h e  c i d e r .  T h a t ' s  how 

c i d e r  v i n e g a r  was made. 

L o f s v o l d :  T h a t  work on t h e  canned  b e a n s ,  was t h a t  t h e  

f i r s t  work t h a t  was done o n  c a u s e s  of f l a t  s o u r ?  

S t a n f i l l :  W e l l ,  i t  was t h e  most  e x t e n s i v e  work t h a t  had 

been done.  Work had been .done on i t  p r e v i o u s l y ,  b u t  t h i s  

was t h e  most e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  was done on i t .  

L o f s v o l d :  Did you a r r i v e  a t  a d e c i s i o n  on what t h e  c a u s e  

was? 

S t a n f i l l :  I t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c a u s e  was t o o  

s h o r t  a t i m e  p e r i o d  and i n s u f f i c i e n t  h e a t  and p r e s s u r e ,  

a l o n g  w i t h  some s p o i l a g e .  I t  was n o t  e n t i r e l y  e l i m i n a t e d  

by t h e  h e a t  and  p r e s s u r e .  Some of t h e  g rower s  i n  t h e  Ozark 

Region had t h e i r  own c a n n e r i e s  and some of them had r a t h e r  

unusua l  ways o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  h e a t  and t e m p e r a t u r e  t h a t  was 

r e q u i r e d .  One g rower -canne r  u sed  a wood f i r e  and second-  



h a n d  f r o z e n  e g g  c a n s  t o  cook  t h e  c a n s  o f  b e a n s  a n d  i n  o r d e r  

t o  g e t  s t e a m  p r e s s u r e ,  he  w e i g h t e d  t h e  t o p s  o f  t h e  e g g  c a n s  

down w i t h  f i r e  wood  a n d  some way o r  a n o t h e r  i t  d i d n ' t  w o r k  

as  w e l l  a s  a r e t o r t  w o u l d  h a v e .  Some o f  t h e  c a n s  w o u l d  

s w e l l  a n d  b l o w  up,  b u t  i t  was q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  how 

t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c a n n e r s  e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  s u b s t i t u t e s  f o r  

g o o d  r e t o r t s .  

L o f s v o l d :  D i d  t h e y  e v e r  h a v e  a n y  c a s e s  o f  b o t u l i s m ?  

S t a n f i l l :  No v i o l e n t  d e a t h s  o r  a c t u a l  o u t b r e a k s  o f  b o t u -  

l i s m ,  I d o n ' t  know why;  a l l  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  seemed t o  

b e  t h e r e .  I g u e s s  i t ' s  b e c a u s e  t h e  g o o d  L o r d  s o m e t i m e s  

t a k e s  c a r e  o f  f o o l s  a n d  i d i o t s .  

However ,  i t  was an i n t e r e s t i n g  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  s e a s o n s  

t h a t  I w o r k e d  o n  t h i s  a n d  i t  came i n  handy  i n  t h e  l a t e r  

y e a r s  when I d i d  a somewhat  s i m i l a r  b u t  l e s s  e x t e n s i v e  

s t u d y  on  c a n n e d  p e a s  i n  New J e r s e y  a n d  D e l a w a r e  a n d  

P e n n s y l v a n i a  c a n n e r i e s .  

L o f s v o l d :  How l o n g  w e r e  y o u  i n  S t .  L o u i s ?  

S t a n f i l l :  A b o u t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  D u r i n g  a  v a c a t i o n  I came 

b a c k  E a s t - - m y  f a m i l y  1  i v e d  i n  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e - - a n d  my 

w i f e ' s  f a m i l y  l i v e d  i n  T r e n t o n ,  New J e r s e y .  I s t o p p e d  i n  

a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a n d  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  c h i e f  C l e m e n t  S. 

B r i n t o n  a n d  h i s  c h i e f  c h e m i s t  A r t h u r  M. H e n r y .  I t o l d  t h e m  

w h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  I h a d  i n  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  s t a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  i n  

o r d e r  t o  h a v e  my w i f e  c l o s e r  t o  h e r  f a m i l y  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  t o  



v i s i t  t h e m  m o r e  o f t e n ,  I ' d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  a  

t r a n s f e r  b a c k  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  o u r  r e t u r n  t o  

S t .  L o u i s ,  I h a d  a n  i n q u i r y  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  I was a v a i l a b l e  

t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  New Y o r k .  I came b a c k  a n d  h a d  a  f u r t h e r  

d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  M r .  B r i n t o n  a n d  M r .  H e n r y  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h a v i n g  me a d d e d  t o  t h e i r  s t a f f  a t  P h i l a d e l -  

p h i a .  So w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  me a b o u t  i t, t h e y  

t a l k e d  t o  W.R.M. W h a r t o n ,  t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  

i n  w h i c h  b o t h  P h i l a d e p h i a  a n d  New Y o r k  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a n d  

p e r s u a d e d  h i m  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o p o s a l  f r o m  a t r a n s f e r  t o  New 

Y o r k  t o  a t r a n s f e r  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  T h i s  was done e f f e c -  

t i v e  a b o u t  A p r i l  1 9 2 7 .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  was t h e  Food,  D r u g  

a n d  I n s e c t i c i d e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

L o f s v o l d :  S e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C h e m i s t r y ?  

S t a n f i l l :  T h e y  s e p a r a t e d . t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C h e m i s t r y  i n t o  t h e  

Food, D r u g  a n d  I n s e c t i c i d e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  

C h e m i s t r y  a n d  S o i l s  w h i c h  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i -  

c u l t u r e .  The  s t a f f  was e n l a r g e d  somewhat  b e c a u s e  t h e  i n -

s e c t i c i d e  a n d  f u n g i c i d e  g r o u p  o f  i n s p e c t o r s  w e r e  a b s o r b e d  

a s  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  i n s p e c t o r s .  

L o f s v o l d :  A b o u t  how l a r g e  was t h a t  s t a f f  i n  P h i l a d e p h i a ?  

S t a n f i l l :  I t h i n k  we h a d  a b o u t  e i g h t  i n s p e c t o r s ,  s t a t i o n  

c h i e f ,  c h i e f  c h e m i s t ,  c h i e f  i n s p e c t o r ,  a n d  a s t a f f  o f  a b o u t  

f o u r  i n  t h e  i n s e c t i c i d e  a n d  f u n g i c i d e  g r o u p .  



L o f s v o l d :  And how many c h e m i s t s ?  

S t a n f i l l :  A b o u t  f i v e  o r  s i x  c h e m i s t s .  

L o f s v o l d :  You w o r k e d  t h e n  a s  an  i n s p e c t o r ?  

S t a n f i l l :  When I came b a c k  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  I w o r k e d  i n  

s o u t h e a s t e r n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  D e l a w a r e ,  s o u t h e r n  New J e r s e y .  

L o f s v o l d :  What  w e r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  

w o r k i n g  o n  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ?  M o s t l y  f o o d s  o r  some d r u g s ?  

S t a n f i l l :  M o s t l y  f o o d s ,  some d r u g s  a n d  I d i d  q u i t e  a b i t  

o n  c a u s t i c  p o i s o n s .  

L o f s v o l d :  T h a t  was a f a i r l y  new l a w  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

S t a n f i l l :  I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  l o n g  a f t e r  I came b a c k  t o  P h i l a -  

d e l p h i a  t h a t  t h e  s u l f a n i l a m i d e  c a s e  b u s t e d  o u t  a n d  t o o k  

e v e r y b o d y ' s  t i m e  f o r  a  w h i l e .  A n o t h e r  c a s e  was d i n i t r o -

p h e n o l  w h i c h ,  i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  was u s e d  l a r g e l y  f o r  

w e i g h t  c o n t r o l  a n d  a number  o f  p e o p l e  d i e d  a n d  a  number o f  

p e o p l e  w e r e  made s e r i o u s l y  ill f r o m  m i s u s e .  A n o t h e r  t h i n g  

t h a t  c a u s e d  a l o t  o f  i n j u r i e s  a n d  some b l i n d n e s s  and  p o s s i -  

b l y  even  d e a t h  was e y e l a s h  a n d  e y e b r o w  c o l o r i n g .  L a s h  L u r e  

was one o f  t h e  famous  ones t h a t  d i d  a l o t  o f  damage, c a u s e d  

a number o f  c a s e s  o f  b l i n d n e s s  a n d  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  e y e s .  

L o f s v o l d :  Were y o u  i n v o l v e d  i n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  some o f  t h o s e  

i n j u r i e s ?  

S t a n f i l l :  Yes, uh-huh.  

L o f s v o l d :  You m e n t i o n e d  t h e  C a u s t i c  P o i s o n  A c t .  D i d n ' t  

t h a t  l a w  come a b o u t  b e c a u s e  o f  a p h y s i c i a n  h e r e  i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a ?  



S t a n f i l l :  Yes,  t h e r e  w e r e  a n u m b e r  o f  i n s t a n c e s  o f  s e v e r e  

i n j u r y  t o  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  d r i n k i n g  l y e  s o l u t i o n s  i n  t h e  k i t -  

c h e n  o r  f a m i l y  l a u n d r y .  S w a l l o w i n g  t h e  c a u s t i c  l y e  s o l u -  

t i o n  l i t e r a l l y  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  e s o p h a g u s  o f  a number o f  

c h i l d r e n  a n d  D r .  C h e v a l i e r  J a c k s o n  g o t  v e r y  much i n t e r -  

e s t e d  i n  c u r i n g  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  p r e v e n t i n g  i t  f r o m  

h a p p e n i n g  a g a i n .  He t o o k  a l o t  o f  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e s e  

c h i l d r e n  t h a t  h e  e x a m i n e d  a n d  t r e a t e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  o n  t o  

r e p a i r  t h e  c o r r o s i v e  damage done  by  t h e  l y e  s o l u t i o n s .  

A f t e r  he  g o t  a l o t  o f  h i s  d a t a  t o g e t h e r ,  he  w r o t e  a 

p r o p o s e d  C a u s t i c  P o i s o n  A c t  a n d  t o o k  h i s  d a t a ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  s t a t i s t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  i n j u r i e s  a n d  

d e a t h s ,  made an a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  t h e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  Commit-

t e e  I n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  showed t h e m  h i s  d a t a ,  gave  a l e c t u r e  

a n d  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C a u s t i c  P o i s o n  Law. He d i d  s u c h  

an e x c e l l e n t  j o b ,  c o n v i n c i n g  j o b ,  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  p r e -  

s e n t e d  a  p r o p o s e d  C a u s t i c  P o i s o n  Law. They  v o t e d  on i t  a n d  

p a s s e d  i t  t h e  same d a y .  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  i f  y o u  h a v e  a  g o o d  

p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  y o u  w a n t  p a s s e d ,  y o u  f i n d  a  D r .  

C h e v a l i e r  J a c k s o n .  

L o f s v o l d :  T h e  l a w  c o v e r e d  v a r i o u s  c a u s t i c  s u b s t a n c e s ,  n o t  

o n l y  l y e ,  b u t  c a u s t i c  a c i d s  a n d  s i m i l a r  s u b s t a n c e s  t h a t  

c a u s e d  t h i s  k i n d  o f  damage? 

S t a n f i l l :  Yeah. C l e m e n t  S .  B r i n t o n - - S ,  t h a t ' s  f o r  S t a r r ,  

S - t - a - r - r .  C l e m e n t  was a g o o d  name f o r  h i m  b e c a u s e  he  was 



a ve ry  g e n t l e  man, he was s i x  f e e t  f i v e  i n c h e s  t a l l  and 

weighed p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y ,  b u t  he was a very  g e n t l e  man w h o  

was m a r r i e d  t o  a woman who was ve ry  smal l  i n  s t a t u r e ,  b u t  

was a b l e  t o  p e r s u a d e  h i m  t o  do a s  s h e  wanted t o ,  whe the r  he 

a g r e e d  w i t h  i t  o r  n o t .  O n  one o c c a s i o n  we had a  p i c n i c  

w i t h  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  New York s t a t i o n  and we o r g a n i z e d  a 

t ug -o -war  match.  Mr. B r i n t o n  was a b o u t  t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  

anchorman f o r  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D i s t r i c t ,  McKay McKinnon was 

anchorman f o r  New York,  t w o  heavywe igh t s .  Mrs. B r i n t o n  was 

a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e  e x e r c i s e  would be t o o  d r a s t i c  f o r  Clement ,  

s o  s h e  g r a b b e d  h i m  by t h e  c o a t  t a i l  and s a y s ,  "Clement ,  

t h e e  s a i d  t h e e  w o u l d n ' t  and t h e e  m u s t n ' t . "  So peace  

l o v i n g  Quaker  a s  he was,  he d i d n ' t .  

Clement  B r i n t o n  was a p p o i n t e d  a s  j u n i o r  c h e m i s t  t o  

work i n  Washington  u n d e r  Dr. Wiley and a number of o t h e r  

c h e m i s t s  w e l l  known i n  t h e  e a r l y  days  of t h e  Food and Drug 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  He was s e l e c t e d  by Dr. Wiley t o  open a  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  l a b o r a t o r y  a s  an i m p o r t  s t a t i o n .  A g r e a t  dea l  

o f  work was done  a n a l y z i n g  i m p o r t e d  f o o d s  and d r u g s .  T h a t  

was even b e f o r e  t h e  Food and Drug A C T  o f  1906 was e n a c t e d  

and a f t e r  t h e  Food and Drug Act  was p a s s e d  on J u n e  30 ,  

1906 ,  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  u n d e r  Dr. B r i n t o n  was c o n t i n u e d  i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  

L o f s v o l d :  He r e t i r e d  i n  w h a t  y e a r ,  do you remember? 

S t a n f i l l :  I d o n ' t  remember. 



L o f s v o l d :  You s u c c e e d e d  h i m  a s  d i r e c t o r ?  

S t a n f i l l :  Yes. 

L o f s v o l d :  As I r e c a l l ,  Bob, d u r i n g  y o u r  a c t i v e  c a r e e r  w i t h  

FDA y o u  d i d  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  w r i t i n g  o n  v a r i o u s  FDA s u b j e c t s .  

S t a n f i l l :  Yes, I made a l o t  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  Asso -  

c i a t i o n  o f  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  O f f i c i a l s  B u l l e t i n  a n d  some t h a t  

I'll n e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o  f i n d  now b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  

i n  t h e  F o ~ d  a n d  D r u g  Rev iew ,  w h i c h  was a n  i n - h o u s e  o r g a n  

t h a t  d o e s n ' t  g e t  q u o t e d  o u t s i d e .  One t h a t  was p u b l i s h e d  

w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  was a p a p e r  o n  t h e  C a u s t i c  

P o i s o n  A c t  a n d  a l o t  o f  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  

me p e r s o n a l l y  b y  D r .  C h e v a l i e r  J a c k s o n .  

One o f  t h e  m o s t  f amous  o r  i n f a m o u s  c a s e s  t h a t  I w o r k e d  

on, t h a t  I w r o t e  a b o u t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  was t h e  D i n s h a h  P. 

G h a d i a l i  a n d  t h e  D i n s h a h  S p e c t r o c h r o m e  I n s t i t u t e .  T h a t ' s  

r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  t r e a t i s e  o n  Food,  D r u g  a n d  C o s m e t i c  Law 

s u p p o s e d l y  w r i t t e n  b y  Tou lman ,  b u t  I s p e n t  a b o u t  t w o  a n d  a 

h a l f  y e a r s  u p d a t i n g  i t  a n d  r e w r i t i n g  i t .  

L o f s v o l d :  T h a t ' s  t h e  t h r e e  v o l u m e  w o r k  e n t i t l e d  "Food,  

D r u g s  a n d  C o s m e t i c s ,  t h e  Law o f  Food,  D r u g s  a n d  C o s m e t i c s "  

b y  Tou lman ,  t h e  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  p u b l i s h e d  i n  C i n c i n n a t i  by  

W. H. A n d e r s o n  a n d  Company i n  1 9 4 2 ?  


S t a n f i l l :  Uh-huh.  


L o f s v o l d :  I g u e s s  t h e  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  was a c t u a l l y  1 9 6 3  


b e c a u s e  y o u  d i d  t h a t  w o r k  a f t e r  y o u  h a d  r e t i r e d .  




S t a n f i l l :  Yes.  

L o f s v o l d :  You a l s o  p r e p a r e d  s o m e t h i n g ,  I b e l i e v e ,  on  t h a t  

p r o b l e m  w i t h  s o d i u m  n i t r i t e  i n  f i s h ?  

S t a n f i l l :  Yes ,  I c a u g h t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  n e w s p a p e r s  a l l  

o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  r a d i o  a n d  TV s t a t i o n s .  I f  I remember  

c o r r e c t l y ,  t w o  o f  t h e  s t i l l  a c t i v e  TV c o m m e n t a t o r s  w e r e  Roy 

N e a l ,  who d o e s  a l o t  o f  b r o a d c a s t i n g  o f  NASA e v e n t s  a n d  t h e  

s p a c e  f l i g h t s  a n d  Tom P e t t i t  who i s  now a W a s h i n g t o n  c o r r e -

s p o n d e n t .  

L o f s v o l d :  Were t h e y  o n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  s t a t i o n s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

S t a n f i l l :  Yes.  Tom P e t t i t  came i n t o  my d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  

o f f i c e  w i t h  a h a n d - h e l d  TV c a m e r a  a n d  we t a l k e d  q u i t e  a  b i t  

v e r y  i n f o r m a l l y .  The  p o i s o n  f i s h  c a s e  i n v o l v e d  my home 

t o w n  o f  Haddon  H e i g h t s .  T h e r e  was a f a m i l y ,  a l l  o f  whom 

l i k e d  s e a f o o d  v e r y  much, and  t h e y ' d  h a v e  f i l e t  o f  f l o u n d e r  

e v e r y  week i f  t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  some t h a t  was f r e s h .  They 

b o u g h t  some a t  a l o c a l  f o o d  c h a i n  s t o r e  a n d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r -

w a r d  s e v e r a l  members o f  t h e  f a m i l y  g o t  q u i t e  ill. B e s i d e s  

t h e  g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l  symptoms,  t h e  k i d s  t u r n e d  b l u e  a r o u n d  

t h e  m o u t h  a n d  o n e  l a t e r  d i e d .  They  w e r e  h o s p i t a l i z e d  a s  

emergency  c a s e s  a n d  a  y o u n g  i n t e r n  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  symptoms 

a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  n i t r a t e s  a n d  n i t r i t e s  a n d  u s e d  t h a t  a s  

t h e  b a s i s  f o r  s u g g e s t i n g  t o  o u r  s t a f f  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  o 

t h a t  k i n d  m i g h t  b e  i n v o l v e d .  We t o o k  i t  up f r o m  t h e r e  a n d  

f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  f i l e t s  t h a t  w e r e  l e f t  on  h a n d  d i d  a c t u a  1  l y  

c o n t a i n  l a r g e  a m o u n t s  o f  s o d i u m  n i t r i t e .  



An i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i s h  p r o c e s s o r  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e y  

h a d  b o u g h t  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  f r o m  a l o c a l  c h e m i c a l  h o u s e  a n d  

t h a t  some o f  t h e  b r i n e  s t i l l  on  h a n d  c o n t a i n e d  u p  t o  1 ,700 

t i m e s  a s  much a s  was s a f e .  We w e r e  a b l e  t o  p r o s e c u t e  t h e  

f i s h  p r o c e s s o r .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough ,  h e  d i e d  j u s t  a b o u t  

on  t h e  f i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h i s  c h i l d .  

L o f s v o l d :  Were th e r e  any  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  y o u  p r e p a r e d  

f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ?  

S t a n f i l l :  I d e l i v e r e d  a  p a p e r  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  

A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  O f f i c i a l s  i n  Kansas  C i t y  a n d  

d i s c u s s e d  some o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  by  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e s  a n d  o t h e r s .  

One o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  a t  K a n s a s  C i t y ,  who was 

i n c i d e n t a l l y  g i v e n  r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  v e r y  s u p p o r -

t i v e  o f  t h e  F o o d  and  D r u g  . A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  Commis- 

s i o n e r s  was B radshaw M i n t e n e r .  I b e l i e v e  h e  was A s s i s -

t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  o f  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  W e l f a r e  a n d  a 

w e l l - k n o w n  a t t o r n e y  f r o m  M i n n e a p o l i s  a n d  a l a w  p a r t n e r  o f  

J o h n  M i t c h e l l  o f  t h e  N i x o n  fame.  

L o f s v o l  d: You knew s e v e r 1  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  d u r i n g  y o u r  FDA 

c a r e e r .  What  k i n d  o f  a man was D u n b a r ?  

S t a n f i l l :  D u n b a r  h a d  s t a r t e d  o u t  u n d e r  W i l e y  a n d  I t h i n k  

h e  was a  j u n i o r  c h e m i s t  a t  a  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  a  m o n t h .  And 

w h i l e  h e  was a Ph.D a n d  a v e r y  a c t i v e  c h e m i s t ,  h e  d i d n ' t  

t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n u s u a l  o r  o u t  o f  p l a c e .  



C r a w f o r d  was a c l o s e  u n d e r s t u d y  o f  Dunbar ,  h a d  an e n t i r e l y  

d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  b u t  one  t h i n g  t h a t  was 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  b o t h  o f  them, t h e y  p e r s o n a l l y  w e r e  

a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  e v e r y b o d y  i n  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s -  

t r a t i o n ,  a n d  f e l t  a s u r p r i s i n g l y  c l o s e  p e r s o n a l  a t t a c h m e n t  

t o  e v e r y  e m p l o y e e  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

L o f s v o l d :  D i d  M r .  L a r r i c k  a l s o  h a v e  t h a t  k i n d  o f  a r e l a -

t i o n s h i p  w i t h  p e o p l e ?  

S t a n f i l l :  Yes, my f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  G e o r g e  P. L a r r i c k  

was a t  a c o n f e r e n c e  o f  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  o f f i c i a l s  i n  C h i c a g o ,  

when I o v e r h e a r d  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  

t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  some o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  w o r k  done  b y  

p e o p l e  who w e r e  d e s c r i b e d  as  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s .  

One t h a t  was m e n t i o n e d  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  was 

G e o r g e  P. L a r r i c k .  A p p a r e n t l y  h e  was v e r y  a c t i v e  a n d  a 

v e r y  o u t s t a n d i n g  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  i n s p e c t o r .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  

was a l w a y s  a b i t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r i v a l r y  b e t w e e n  i n s p e c t o r s  

a n d  c h e m i s t s ,  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  t w o  p r o f e s s i o n s  t h a t  p e o p l e  

s t a r t e d  o u t  i n  i n  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  I 

g o t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  G e o r g e  P.  L a r r i c k  

b e f o r e  I e v e r  saw h i m .  I g o t  p e r s o n a l l y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  

h i m  when h e  s e l e c t e d  me t o  t a k e  a c r a c k  a t  r e v i s i n g  o r  

r e w r i t i n g  o r  u p d a t i n g  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  I n s p e c t o r s  Manua l  

a n d  I was a s s i g n e d  t o  go down a n d  s t a y  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  

w o r k  o n  t h a t  a n d  r e p o r t  d i r e c t l y  t o  L a r r i c k  a n d  t o  c a l l  on  



a n y  e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n y w h e r e  

t o  a s s i s t  me on  any  p h a s e  o f  i t  t h a t  I t h o u g h t  t h e y  c o u l d  

h e l p  me w i t h .  I remember  L a r r i c k  a s k e d  me how l o n g  I 

t h o u g h t  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  w o u l d  t a k e  a n d  I s a i d  i t  depends  on  

t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  y o u  h a v e  w o r k i n g  o n  i t .  I f  I 

h a v e  s e v e n  o f  us ,  i t  w i l l  t a k e  me a b o u t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I f  I 

h a v e  f i v e ,  I c a n  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  i t  c o m p l e t e d  i n  t w o  y e a r s .  

I f  I ' m  g i v e n  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t ,  a b o u t  s i x  m o n t h s .  

G o t  i t  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o m p l e t e d  i n  a b o u t  s i x  m o n t h s .  

L o f s v o l d :  Were y o u  c h i e f  i n s p e c t o r  h e r e  a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a t  

t h a t  t i m e ?  

S t a n f i l l :  Uh-huh.  

L o f s v o l d :  When d i d  y o u  t a k e  t h a t  j o b ?  

S t a n f i l l :  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  now, b u t  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  we h a d  

a m e e t i n g ,  w h e r e  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  who 

w e r e  i n  t h e  c o n f e c t i o n a r y  b u s i n e s s  a t t e n d e d  a n d  M r .  W h a r t o n  

a d d r e s s e d  t h e  g r o u p .  I t  was an  e v e n i n g  m e e t i n g .  He 

a d d r e s s e d  t h e  g r o u p  a n d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  h e  

a n n o u n c e d  my a p p o i n t m e n t  as  t h e  C h i e f  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  

i n s p e c t o r .  

L o f s v o l c :  You s u c c e e d e d - - w h o  was h e r e  b e f o r e  y o u  a s  c h i e f  

i n s p e c t o r ?  

S t a n f i l l :  K i r k .  

L o f s v o l d :  Ken  K i r k .  And t h a t  was a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  t h e n  t h a t  

h e  w e n t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n .  And t h e n  y o u  w e r e  c h i e f  i n s p e c t o r  



u n t i l  M r .  B r i n t o n  r e t i r e d  a n d  y o u  became a  d i r e c t o r .  T h a t  

was a b o u t  1 9 4 4 ?  

S t a n f i l l :  A b o u t .  By a c o i n c i d e n c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  we 

w e r e  w i t h o u t  a d i s t r i c t  d i r e c t o r  I h a d  a n o t h e r  m e e t i n g  i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  t h a t  M r .  W h a r t o n  a d d r e s s e d  a n d - - I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  

w h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i t  was now, b u t  I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  O f f i c i a l s - - o r  i t  

may h a v e  b e e n  t h e  C e n t r a l  A t l a n t i c  S t a t e s  g r o u p .  W h a r t o n  

u s e d  t h a t  o c c a s i o n  t o  t e l l  t h e m  I ' d  been  p r o m o t e d  t o  

d i r e c t o r .  

I r e c a l l  t h a t  I p r o b a b l y  g o t  b e t t e r  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  L a r r i c k  t h a n  w i t h  a n y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  Commis- 

s i o n e r s .  When I r e t i r e d  a n d  became a v a i l a b l e  f o r  w o r k  a s  a  

c o n s u l t a n t  t o  t h e  f o o d ,  d r u g  a n d  c o s m e t i c  i n d u s t r y .  I f o u n d  

h e  h a d  n o  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  he  s a i d  t h a t  I was 

s t i l l  d o i n g  t h e  same w o r k  t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  

l a w  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  a n g l e .  L a t e r  on  we saw each  o t h e r  a t  

a number o f  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Food a n d  D r u g  

A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  D e t r o i t ,  a n d  

Kansas  C i t y .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  I r e t i r e d  o n  J a n u a r y  3 1 s t ,  1961,  t h e r e  

was some p u b l i c i t y  i n  t h e  l o c a l  p a p e r s ,  r a d i o  a n d  TV a b o u t  

my r e t i r e m e n t  a n d  I g o t  t e l e p h o n e  i n q u i r i e s  f r o m  some 

p e o p l e  i n  t h e  f o o d  a n d  d r u g  i n d u s t r y  a s k i n g  i f  I was a v a i l -

a b l e  t o  do c o n s u l t i n g  w o r k  f o r  them.  I t o l d  a c o u p l e  o f  



t h e m  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  f o r  a  w h i l e  y e t  

b e c a u s e  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  my a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  i n d u s t r y  a s  

a l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n t  was s t i l l  a l i t t l e  t o o  f r e s h  a n d  i t  

w o u l d n ' t  be,  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  me t o  g e t  i n t o  

c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  o r  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  I h a d  been  

r e g u l a t i n g  q u i t e  s o  soon .  I f  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

my s e r v i c e s  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  y e a r ,  i f  t h e y  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t ,  

t o  g i v e  me a c a l l  a n d  I w o u l d  l e t  t h e m  know w h e t h e r  I w o u l d  

b e  i n t e r e s t e d  o r  n o t .  

I w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  y e a r  a n d  I g o t  some c a l l s  and  b e s i d e s  

i n d i v i d u a l  c o m p a n i e s ,  I was s e l e c t e d  t o  b e  t h e  c o n s u l t a n t  

t o  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  C o n f e c t i o n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

a n d  one o r  t w o  o t h e r  t r a d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  h a d  a  l o n g  a n d  

p l e a s a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  I t h i n k  s e r v e d  t h e m  

w e l l  i n  h e l p i n g  t h e m  t o  be  s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  c o m p l y i n g  

w i t h  t h e  l a w  a n d  t h u s  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  consumer  p r o t e c t i o n .  

L o f s v o l  d  : I t  was d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  

w i t h  Tou l m a n ' s  p u b l i c a t i o n ?  

S t a n f i l l  : Yeah,  I was c o n t a c t e d  b y  A u b r e y  Tou lman,  a 

p a t e n t  a t t o r n e y  in - - I  c a n ' t  remember  now w h e t h e r  h e  was i n  

D a y t o n  o r  A k r o n - - i t  was a r u b b e r  t o w n  i n  O h i o .  I w e n t  o u t  

t o  Tou  I m a n ' s  o f f i c e  a n d  i n t e r v i e w e d  h i m  a n d  we d i s c u s s e d  

t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  u p d a t i n g  h i s  l a r g e  o n e  v o l u m e  e d i t i o n  o f  

" T h e  Law o f  F o o d s ,  D r u g s  a n d  C o s m e t i c s , "  a n d  a g r e e d  t o  

u p d a t e  i t  a n d  d i d  w o r k  on  i t  f o r  s e v e r a l  mon ths .  I t  was 
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i s  owned and  c i r c u l a t e d  by a number of l i b r a r i e s .  Among 

t h o s e  who s p o k e  f a v o r a b l y  o f  i t  a n d  were  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

some s a l e s  b e i n g  made were  two F e d e r a l  j u d g e s ,  and a b o u t  

f o u r  f o r c e r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A t t o r n e y s .  

I g u e s s  t h a t ' s  a b o u t  a l l  I have t o  s a y .  

L o f s v o l d :  Thank you ,  Mr. S t a n f i l l ,  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  

make t h i s  r e c o r d i n g  f o r  o u r  o r a l  h i s t o r y  s e r i e s .  




