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This is a transcription of a taped interview, one of a 


series conducted by Robert G. Porter, Fred L. Lofsvold, 


and Ronald T. Ottes, retired employees of the U. S. Food 

and Drug Administration. The interviews are being held 


with F.D.A.. employees, both active and retired, whose 


recollections may serve to enrich the written record. 


It is hoped that these narratives of things past will serve 


as source material for present and future researchers; that 
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orientation of new employees, and may be useful to enhance 


the morale of the organization; and finally, that they will 


be of value to Dr. James Harvey Young in the writing of the 


history of the Food and Drug Administration. The tapes and 


transcriptions will become a part of the collection of the 


National Library of Medicine, and copies of the trans- 


criptions will be placed in the Library of Emory University. 




T h i s  i s  a  r e c o r d i n g  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  FDA o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n t e r -

v i e w s .  The i n t e r v i e w  t o d a y  i s  w i t h  R o b e r t  H. D i c k ,  S u p e r -

v i s o r y  Tea E x a m i n e r  a t  New Y o r k  I m p o r t  D i s t r i c t .  The 

r e c o r d i n g  i s  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  i n  B r o o k l y n ,  New Y o r k .  The d a t e  

i s  March  23, 1 9 8 4 .  I n t e r v i e w e r  i s  F r e d  L o f s v o l d .  

FL :  M r .  D i c k ,  w o u l d  y o u  b r i e f l y  s k e t c h  y o u r  b a c k g r o u n d  

s t a t i n g  when and w h e r e  y o u  w e r e  b o r n  and w h e r e  y o u  were  

e d u c a t e d  and b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  v a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n s  y o u ' v e  

h e l d  i n  FDA. 

RD: I was b o r n  i n  H i g h  P o i n t ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  and  I g r e w  u p  

i n  G e o r g i a  and w e n t  t o  c o l l e g e  a t  Duke U n i v e r s i t y .  I g r a d u -

a t e d  w i t h  a D e g r e e  i n  C h e m i s t r y  t h e r e  and  was w o r k i n g  o n  my 

M a s t e r s  D e g r e e  when I h a d  an a c c i d e n t  i n  t h e  a b o r a t o r y  

w h i c h  p u t  o f f  t h a t  w o r k  f o r  q u i t e  a  w h i l e  and  i t  was j u s t  a t  

t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  I g o t  a t e l e g r a m  f r o m  t h e  Food and D r u g  w a n t -  

i n g  t o  know i f  I w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  j o b  w i t h  t h e  

S e a f o o d  S e r v i c e .  

F L :  What y e a r  was t h a t  Bob?  

R D :  T h a t  was i n  1 9 3 7 .  I w e n t  down t o  A t  a n t a ,  was i n t e r -

v i e w e d  t h e r e  b y  S h e l b e y  G r e y .  S i n c e  j o b s  w e r e  p r e t t y  s c a r c e  

a t  t h a t  t i m e  and i t  l o o k e d  l i k e  my r e s e a r c h  w o r k  w o u l d  b e  a 

l o n g  t i m e  i n  c o m i n g ,  I t o o k  t h e  j o b  and  r e p o r t e d  i n  J u l y  

1 9 3 7  t o  New O r l e a n s  D i s t r i c t  as a S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t o r  and  

t r a i n e e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t h i n k  M r .  B o u d r e a u x  was t h e  S t a t i o n  

C h i e f  t h e n .  T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  who 
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l a t e r  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  

FDA. 

W a l t e r  McRae was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  t o  M r .  S t r a s b u r g e r  who 

was t h e  C h i e f  o f  t h e  S e a f o o d  S e r v i c e .  We w e n t  t h r o u g h  a 

p e r i o d  o f  t r a i n i n g  and I e n d e d  u p  b y  b e i n g  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  

R o b i n s o n  Cann i n g  Company, a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  f r o m  New O r l e a n s  

i n  Westwego. I s e r v e d  i n  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  up  and down t h e  

r i v e r  and  o v e r  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i .  When I was s t a t i o n e d  i n  

S l i d e l l  I g o t  w o r d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  s e a f o o d  j o b  was a s i x  

m o n t h  g u a r a n t e e ,  t h a t  if I w a n t e d  t o  I c o u l d  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  

a n o t h e r  F o o d  and D r u g  D i s t r i c t  d u r i n g ... I s h o u l d  s a y ,  i t  

was n o t  a d i s t r i c t  t h e n , i t  was... 

F L :  S t a t i o n .  

R D :  S t a t i o n ,  y e s .  I c o u l d  b e  a s s i g n e d  i f  I c a r e d  t o  d o  

t h a t .  W e l l ,  I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d o i n g  i t  and I was a s s i g n e d  

t o  New Y o r k  f o r  t h a t  o f f - s e a s o n  p e r i o d  o f  a b o u t  s i x  m o n t h s .  

I t  was i n  New Y o r k  t h a t  I f i r s t  came i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  Tea 

A c t  b e c a u s e  I g o t  up t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  Tea S a m p l e r s  

w e r e  on  v a c a t i o n ,  so  t h e y  p u l l e d  me i n  t o  go s a m p l e  t e a  on  

t h e  p i e r s  o f  New Y o r k .  T h a t  was i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  w i n t e r  and  

h a v e  o f t e n  t h o u g h t ,  e v e r  s i n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  New Y o r k  p i e r s  

w e r e  t h e  c o l d e s t  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  T h a t  was a l s o  a t  t h e  

t i m e  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  h a v e  c a r s .  We h a d  b i g  s o r t  o f  s u i t c a s e  

t y p e  s a m p l e  c a r r i e r s  and  we a l s o  c a r r i e d  o u r  t o o l s  i n  t h o s e .  

We w o u l d  go o u t  t o  a p i e r  and f i l l  up  w i t h  s a m p l e s  and come 



b a c k  and t r y  t o  f l a g  down a b u s  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  u s  t o  g e t  

on  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  p a r a p h e r n a l i a  we h a d  and g e t  down t o  t h e  

o f f i c e  on  V a r i c k  S t r e e t .  

FL:  C o u l d  y o u  d e s c r i b e  how y o u  s a m p l e d  t e a  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ?  

R D :  W e l l ,  we d i d  much t h e  same way as now. We had a b o r e r  

t o  b o r e  h o l e s  i n  t h e  c h e s t .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  a l l  t e a  came i n  

i n  c h e s t s .  Now d a y s  t h e y  h a v e  bags  and p a p e r  bags  and  c l o t h  

bags  e t c . ,  as w e l l  as  c h e s t s .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  we b o r e d  a 

h o l e  i n  t h e  c h e s t ,  p l u g g e d  i t  up w i t h  a c o r k  s t o p p e r ,  a f t e r  

t ak in ' g  t h e  s a m p l e  o u t ,  and  we l a b e l e d  e a c h  s a m p l e  as t o  

w h i c h  c h e s t  i t  came f r o m  and  w h i c h  l i n e  i t  came f r o m .  Then  

we t o o k  t h e m  b a c k  down t o  t h e  o f f i c e  and  t h e  t e a  room.  A t  

t h a t  t i m e  M r .  F r e d  H u t c h i n s o n  was t h e  T e a  E x a m i n e r .  He 

l o o k e d  a t  t h e  t e a  and  h e  t o l d  me a f e w  t h i n g s  a b o u t  some o f  

t h e  t e a s  t h a t  we re  c o m i n g  i n  and i f  I g o t  i n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  

day ,  I w o u l d  p l a y  a r o u n d  w i t h  t h e m  and  l o o k  a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

t e a s .  I d i d  l e a r n  a l i t t l e  b i t  t h e r e .  

A l s o ,  I h a d  an e x p e r i e n c e ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  when I was 

s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  I m e t  W a l t e r  C a m p b e l l .  He was t h e  

C h i e f  o f  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h e n .  I was v e r y  

f a v o r a b l y  i m p r e s s e d  b e c a u s e  he came w a l k i n g  i n  t o  t h e  t e a  

room, p r e s u m a b l y  t o  s e e  M r .  H u t c h i n s o n  and s a y  " h e l l o "  and  

when h e  f o u n d  o u t  t h . t  I h a d  j u s t  gone t o  w o r k  f o r  t h e  F o o d  

and D r u g  a f e w  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  and h e  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d .  He 

w a n t e d  t o  know a l l  a b o u t  w h a t  I was d o i n g  and how I d i d  i t  
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and w h a t  I t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  Food and  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

and h e  seemed g e n u i n e l y  i n t e r e s t e d .  I n  f a c t  h e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  

f o r  an h o u r  t a l k i n g  t o  me and t h a t  i m p r e s s e d  me v e r y  g r e a t -

l y .  I f e l t  he  was an u n u s u a l  man. He i m p r e s s e d  me t o  t h e  

p o i n t  t h a t  when, l a t e r  on, I was s t a t i o n e d  i n  S e a t t l e  I came 

a c r o s s  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  b e f o r e  one o f  t h e  Con-

g r e s s i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e s  a b o u t  t h e . . .  Heck,  who was t h e  name? 

FL: The A m b r u s t e r  H e a r i n g s ?  

R D :  Was t h a t  A m b r u s t e r ?  

I was e v e n  more  i m p r e s s e d  b y  M r .  C a m p b e l l ' s  t e s t i m o n y  

b e f o r e  t h a t  C o m m i t t e e .  I n  f a c t  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  S e n a t o r  

W h e e l e r ,  who was t h e  man b a c k  o f  i t ,  became so e m b a r r a s s e d  

t h a t  he  s u d d e n l y  remembered  t h a t  he  had an engagement  some-

w h e r e  e l s e ,  b e f o r e  t h e  h e a r i n g  was o v e r .  

FL: T h a t  was a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  e p i s o d e  i n  FDA h i s t o r y  

b e c a u s e ,  I t h i n k ,  i t  may h a v e  been  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  t h a t  a 

f e d e r a l  b u r e a u c r a t  a s k e d  a  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e  t o  

i n v e s t i g a t e  h i m .  C a m p b e l l  a s k e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  

R D :  Oh, h e  d i d ?  

FL: Yes, he  d i d .  

R D :  I know t h e r e  was s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  b u t  I t h o u g h t  may-

be  i t  h a d  been p u s h e d .  I g u e s s  i t  h a d  been p u s h e d  and  

he . .  . 
F L :  He a s k e d  S e n a t o r  McNary,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r m a n ,  t o  

h o l d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e c a u s e  he  w a n t e d  t o  v i n d i c a t e  t h e  



FDA.  He was t i r e d  o f  h e a r i n g  A m b r u s t e r  go a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n - 


t r y  m a k i n g  s p e e c h e s  and  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  a b o u t  how 


b a d  we w e r e .  


R D :  I was v e r y  i m p r e s s e d  b y  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  b e c a u s e  h e  made 


h i s  q u e s t i o n e r s ... T h e y  s o r t  o f  ...t h e y  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  mess 


w i t h  h i m  anymore .  W e l l  anyway,  t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I 


m e t  h i m .  


D u r i n g  my s i x  m o n t h s  h e r e  i n  New Y o r k ,  a f t e r  t h e  Tea  

S a m p l e r  came back ,  I was s e n t  u p  t o  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  and  

w o r k e d  t h e r e  f o r  r e s t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  

T h a t  r e m i n d s  me o f  a n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  

t o d a y ' s  t r a i n i n g  and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e .  I w a l k e d  i n  t h e  

l a b o r a t o r y  and t h e  C h i e f  C h e m i s t  came o v e r  w i t h  a j o u r n a l  

and he  s a i d ,  "Wou ld  y o u  r e a d  t h i s  o v e r  and s e e  w h a t  y o u  

t h i n k  o f  i t ?  See i f  y o u  t h i n k  i t  m i g h t  be a m e t h o d  t h a t  

w o u l d  w o r k " .  So, I r e a d  i t  o v e r  a n d  I s a i d ,  "Yes ,  I t h o u g h t  

I c o u l d  do  i t " .  It h a p p e n e d  t o  be  t h e  m e t h o d  f o r  l e a d  i n  

m a p l e  s y r u p .  So I t o o k  i t  and he  s a i d ,  "OK  go b a c k  and  g e t  

a s a m p l e  t h e n " .  T h a t  was my t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y .  

L a t e r ,  t o o ,  a f t e r  I h a d  l e f t  S e a t t l e ,  I w e n t  down t o  

L o s  A n g e l e s  and a t  t h e  t i m e  when a l l  o f  t h e  new p e o p l e  w e r e  

c o m i n g  i n  f o r  t h e  new A c t .  T h e y  w e r e  s h o r t  on  h e l p  t h e n  and 

I was a c h e m i s t  b u t  t h e y  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  we c o u l d  u s e  y o u  o u t  

i n  t h e  f i e l d  as  an  I n s p e c t o r " .  W e l l ,  I h a d  some i n s p e c t i o n  

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h a t  when we h a d  t h e  f r u i t  s u r v e y  f o r  j a m s  and 



j e l l i e s ,  I h a d  c o l l e c t e d  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  f r u i t  s a m p l e s  and h a d  

s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  j a m  a n d  j e l l y  p a c k s  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s .  L a t e r  I 

a n a l y z e d  them a l l  i n  San F r a n c i s c o .  

A l s o  I h a d  h a d  a l i t t l e  e x p e r i e n c e  as  a n  I n s p e c t o r  

b e c a u s e  d u r i n g  t h e  E l i x i r  S u l f a n i l a m i d e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 

s a m p l i n g ,  mos t  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  I n s p e c t o r s  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  

w h e r e  I was a S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t o r  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  were  s e n t  o u t  

on  t h a t .  So, M r .  B o u d r e a u x  c a l l e d  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  s e a f o o d  

p e o p l e  who were  n o t  b u s y  a t  t h a t  t i m e  and h a d  them go o u t  

and do s a m p l i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  

We h a d  a p r e t t y  g o o d  t i m e  o f  i t  b e c a u s e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  

y o u  c o u l d  w a l k  i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  a n y  w a r e h o u s e  and  y o u  c o u l d  

f i n d  bugs  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e .  So, a l l  we had t o  do was go 

o u t  and p i c k  a s a m p l e  t h a t  was b i g  enough  a n d  l o o k  f o r  i n -

s e c t  i n f e s t a t i o n .  

FL :  Was t h a t  when y o u  w e r e  f i r s t  on  d u t y  as  a S e a f o o d  

I n s p e c t o r ?  

R D :  Yes. So, I l e a r n e d  f r o m  t h a t .  I l e a r n e d  how t o  w r i t e  

up  an c o l l e c t i o n  r e p o r t  and b r i n g  i n  a samp le .  My o n l y  

t r o u b l e  was t h a t  s e v e r a l  t i m e  I f o r g o t  j u s t  w h e r e  I was 

b e c a u s e  I h a d  been s a m p l i n g  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  and we wen t  o v e r  

t o  a  c o u p l e  o f  p l a c e s  i n  L o u i s i a n a  and  t h e y  w e r e  L o u i s i a n a  

p r o d u c t s  so I h a d  t o  t a k e  t h e  s a m p l e  b a c k .  We d i d n ' t  w a n t  

i t  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s n ' t  i n t e r s t a t e .  



As I s a i d  above  when I was i n  S e a t t l e  I went  o u t  w i t h  

o n e  o f  t h e  I n s p e c t o r s  o n  t h e  j a m s  and j e l l i e s .  We w e n t  o u t  

t o  p u t  up a u t h e n t i c  p a c k s  of  t h e  v a r i o u s  f r u i t s  t h a t  w e r e  

p r o d u c e d  a r o u n d  t h e  S e a t t l e  a r e a .  So, I l e a r n e d  t h e r e  how 

t o  make a c o l l e c t i o n  r e p o r t  a n d  how t o  f o l l o w  t h r o u g h  o n  one  

o f  t h e s e  a u t h e n t i c  s a m p l e s .  

So, anyway when I g o t  down t o  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  as I s a i d ,  

t h e r e  was a s h o r t a g e  o f  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  so t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  

s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  i n s t e a d  o f  g o i n g  t o  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y ,  w e ' l l  p u t  

y o u  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  as  an I n s p e c t o r " .  I s a i d ,  " I  h a d  h a d  a 

l i t t l e  e x p e r i e n c e  b u t  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know much a b o u t  i t .  

So, he  s a i d ,  " T i l l s o n ,  come i n  h e r e " .  The C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  

was Bob B o r n .  He s a i d ,  " T a k e  D i c k  o u t  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  and 

t e a c h  h i m  t o  b e  an I n s p e c t o r " .  We w e n t  o u t  and  c o l l e c t e d  a 

s a m p l e  o f  d r i e d  peas ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  and t h a t  was my 

t r a n i n g  as  an I n s p e c t o r .  The n e x t  m o r n i n g  I h a d  a b u n c h  o f  

a s s  gnmen ts  on  my d e s k .  

When t h e  new p e r s o n n e l  s t a r t e d  c o m i n g  i n ,  I wen t  b a c k  

t 0 he l a b o r a t o r y  and  was t r a n s f e r r e d  up t o  San F r a n c i s c o .  

F L :  When d i d  y o u  l e a v e  New Y o r k ?  

RD: T h a t  was i n  ' 3 8 .  I came i n  ' 3 7 ,  s i x  m o n t h s  i n  t h e  Sea-

f o o d  and  t h e n  up t o  New Y o r k  i n  J a n u a r y  a n d  t h e n  I w e n t  

back ,  a r o u n d ,  I t h i n k ,  A u g u s t  t o  New O r l e a n s  and I was s e n t  

o u t  t o  one  o f  t h e  Texas  p l a n t s ,  P a l a c i o s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  and 

t h e n  down t o  A r a n s a s  Pass  l a t e r .  When t h e y  began  t o  g e t  new 



p e r s o n n e l ,  I was s e n t  up as  a C h e m i s t  t o  S e a t t l e .  

FL :  So, y o u  r e a l l y  w o r k e d  t w o  s e a s o n s  i n  s e a f o o d ?  

R D :  Yes, i n  s e a f o o d .  

FL: Then a f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d  s e a s o n  y o u  w e n t  t o  S e a t t l e ?  

R D :  I w e n t  t o  S e a t t l e ,  y e s .  

F L :  How l o n g  w e r e  y o u  t h e r e ?  

R D :  W e l l ,  I was t h e r e  l e s s  t h a n  a y e a r .  I t  j u s t  happened  

t h a t  t h e y  were  m o v i n g  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  g e n e r a l l y ,  and y o u  know 

i n  t h o s e  days ,  t o o ,  I n s p e c t o r s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w e r e  moved 

a r o u n d  

FL :  R i g h t .  

R D :  A l l  t h e  c h e m i s t s  w e r e n ' t  moved s o  o f t e n .  B u t  I was 

young ,  n o  f a m i l y  o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  so I was a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  

m o v i n g  r i g h t  t h e r e .  I t  j u s t  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a b i g ,  


e i t h e r  a s e i z u r e  o r  d e t e n t i o n  o f  some s h r i m p  down i n  L o s  


A n g e l e s .  I h a d  h a d  some e x p e r i e n c e ,  s o  t h e y  moved me down 


t h e r e .  I s p e n t  a b o u t  t w o  m o n t h s  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  o v e r s e e i n g  


t h e  s h r i m p .  T a k i n g  o u t  a l l  o f  t h e  b a d ... Because  i t  was one  


o f  t h o s e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  w h e r e  one b l o c k  w o u l d  be b a d  and t h e  


n e x t  one  w o u l d  be  a l l  r i g h t .  


FL :  Was t h i s  c a n n e d  s h r i m p ?  


R D :  No, t h i s  was f r o z e n .  


FL :  Oh, f r o z e n  s h r i m p .  


R D :  I t  was f r o z e n  s h r i m p .  


FL :  Were y o u  a c t u a l l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  L o s  A n g e l e s ?  




R D :  Yes. I was t r a n s f e r r e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I g u e s s  t h e y  

were  g o i n g  t o  move me anyway,  so t h e y  j u s t  l e f t  me t h e r e .  

A f t e r  I g o t  o f f  t h e  s h r i m p  d e t a i l ,  t h a t  i s  when I went  back  

t o  o f f i c e  and  t h e y  d e c i d e d  t o  make a n  I n s p e c t o r  o u t  o f  me. 

A l s o ,  w h i l e  I was i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  I s u p e r v i s e d  and m o n i -  

t o r e d  t h e  p a c k i n g  o f  some o f  t h e  s a m p l e s  o f  f r u i t s  t h a t  

h a d  p a c k e d  up i n  S e a t t l e .  H e r e  I m o n i t o r e d  t h e i r  b e i n g  made 

i n t o  jams and j e l l i e s .  When I g o t  t o  San F r a n c i s c o ,  one o f  

my f i r s t  j o b s  was d o i n g  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  jams and 

j e l l i e s .  

FL :  You f o l l o w e d  them a l l  t h e  way t h r o u g h .  

R D :  I h a d  s e v e r a l  s a m p l e s  w h i c h  h a d  my s e a l s  a l l  t h e  way 

t h r o u g h .  

FL :  You a n a l y z e d  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t  and  t h e  o r i g i n a l  ma-

t e r i a l s  t h a t  y o u  had seen p a c k e d  and e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  c h e m i -

c a l  c o n s t a n t s  t h a t  we n e e d e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  

f r u i t  i n  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t .  

R D :  They  d i d  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  t h a t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  and  a l s o  

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  I g o t  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  p i n e a p p l e  s t u d y  

t h a t ,  I t h i n k ,  Van Smar t  and  M c R o b e r t s  h a d  p u t  up i n  H a w a i i .  

FL :  Yes, I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  we had s e n t  any-

b o d y  o v e r  t o  H a w a i i  i n  y e a r s  and  y e a r s .  

R D :  When I was i n  S e a t t l e  I f i r s t  m e t  L e o n a r d  F e n t o n ,  who 

was t h e  Tea E x a m i n e r  up  t h e r e  t h e n .  Because  o f  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  I h a d  had a l i t t l e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  New Y o r k ,  w h i l e  I was 

I 



i n  S e a t t l e ,  if F e n t o n  was o f f  t h e n  I w o u l d  r e p l a c e  h i m  f o r  

t h e  d a y  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  t e a s .  

The same t h i n g  happened  down i n  San F r a n c i s c o .  I t h i n k  

Lew T r i e b e l  was t h e r e  t h e n .  I d i d n ' t  r e p l a c e  h i m  v e r y  o f t e n  

b e c a u s e  he  was v e r y  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  a b o u t  b e i n g  t h e r e  a l l  t h e  

ime.  I n  f a c t ,  I s o m e t i m e s  w o n d e r e d  i f  he  e v e r  t o o k  a v a c a -

i o n .  I was u s u a l l y  b u s y  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  anyway,  s o  I 

i d n ' t  h a v e  much t o  do w i t h  i t .  

Then  I was d r a f t e d  i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e .  T h r e e  and h a l f ,  

f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r  I came b a c k  t o  San F r a n c i s c o .  I m i g h t  s a y  

one  t h i n g  a b o u t  me b e i n g  d r a f t e d  i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  t h a t  was 

t h e  o n l y  t i m e  I e v e r  f e l t  d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  M r .  C a m p b e l l .  Be-

c a u s e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  P e a r l  H a r b o r ,  M r .  H a r v e y  was i n  Wash- 

i n g t o n  a t  a  mee t i n g  o f  a l l  t h e  D i s t r i c t s .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  y o u  

h a d  t h e  t h r e e  D i s t r i c t s .  He was t h e r e  a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  

C h i e f ' s  m e e t i n g  a n d  when t h e  w a r  b r o k e  o u t  t h e y  h a d  a m e e t -

i n g  t o  s e e  wha t  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  do .  M r .  C a m p b e l l  made 

t h e  r e m a r k ,  he  s a i d ,  " U e l l ,  why d o n ' t  we j u s t  w a i t  a  l i t t l e  

w h i l e  and s e e  i f  t h i s  i s  g o i n g  t o  amount  t o  a n y t h i n g " .  I 

t h o u g h t ,  my goodness ,  h a d n ' t  h e  b e e n  r e a d i n g  t h e  p a p e r s ?  

The  Food  and D r u g  d i d n ' t  a c t  v e r y  s w i f t l y .  T h e y  

a l l o w e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  t o  s t e p  i n  and  t a k e  

o v e r  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  f o o d s  f o r  t h e  armed s e r v i c e s ,  o f t e n  

w i t h  no  p e o p l e  t o  do  t h e  w o r k .  T h e y  g o t  a l o t  o f  t h e i r  p e r -

s o n n e l ,  l a t e r ,  f r o m  t h e  F o o d  and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Mean-



w h i l e  t h e  Food and D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a l l o w e d  q u i t e  a few 

o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n n e l  who h a d  e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h a t  b r a n c h  o f  w o r k  

w h e r e  t h e y  c o u l d  have  s e r v e d  a v e r y  u s e f u l  p u r p o s e ,  t h e y  

a l l o w e d  t h e m  t o  b e  d r a f t e d  as  s t r a i g h t  Buck P r i v a t e s .  Some 

o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t o o ,  l i k e  M o r r i s  Y a k o w i t z ,  wen t  ahead and  

v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r  t r a i n i n g .  G e o r g e  D a u g h t e r s ,  t o o ,  

d i d  t h e  same t h i n g  b e c a u s e  n o b o d y  w o u l d  g i v e  h i m  a y e s  o r  n o  

as t o  w h e t h e r  t h e y  were  g o i n g  t o  ask  h i m  t o  be r e t a i n e d  as  

k e y  p e r s o n n e l .  

So, I w e n t  o n  i n t o  t h e  Army. The f i r s t  t h i n g  I d i d ,  I 

t o l d  them a l l  my e x p e r i e n c e .  I t o l d  them I h a d  a n a l y z e d  a l l  

t y p e s  o f  f o o d s  and,  i n  f a c t ,  e v e r y t h i n g  e x c e p t  d a i r y  p r o d -  

u c t s .  I d i d n ' t  know much a b o u t  them.  I h a d n ' t  done any  

b u t t e r  t a s t i n g  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  So, t h e y  a s s i g n e d  me 

t o  t h e  V e t e r i n a r y  C o r p s  as  a D a i r y  P r o d u c t s  I n s p e c t o r .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  I was s t a t i o n e d  i n  P e n d l e t o n ,  one  o f  t h e  

M e d i c a l  Commanders d e c i d e d  t h e y  needed  e x t r a  p e r s o n n e l  i n  

t h e  M e d i c a l  L a b o r a t o r i e s .  I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  M e d i c a l  

D e p a r t m e n t  i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r i e s  and a l l  my Army c a r e e r  was 

s p e n t  i n  t h e  M e d i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  Army. 

When I came b a c k  t o  San F r a n c i s c o ,  a f t e r  t h e  war ,  

t h i n g s  were  v e r y  much t h e  same. I t h i n k  we g o t  a c o u p l e  o f  

p r o m o t i o n s ,  o r  one p r o m o t i o n  anyway f o r  h a v i n g  been away i n  

t h e  s e r v i c e ,  s o  t h a t  I made P-3 t h a t  way. 

A f t e r  some t i m e  i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  t h e r e ,  i t  happened  



t h a t  M r .  F e n t o n ,  who had been t r a n s f e r r e d  down f r o m  S e a t t l e  

d u r i n g  war ,  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  r e t i r i n g .  They  l o o k e d  

a r o u n d  f o r  somebody t o  r e p l a c e  h i m .  I was t h e  o n l y  one  

t h e r e  who h a d  h a d  a n y  e x p e r i e n c e  w h a t s o e v e r ,  s o  I was a s k e d  

i f  I w a n t e d  t o  do i t .  T h e r e  was D e l v a n  Dean, who was t h e r e  

a t  t h e  t i m e  who h a d  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  B o s t o n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  and 

i t  was t h o u g h t  t h a t  he  was g o i n g  t o  t a k e  o v e r  f r o m  F e n t o n .  

B u t  j u s t  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I t h i n k ,  we l o s t  t h e  p e s t i c i d e  

w o r k  and h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  p e s t i c i d e s .  So, t h e r e  was n o b o d y  

l e f t  a n d  I was t h e  o n l y  o n e  who h a d  a n y  e x p e r i e n c e .  M r .  

H a r v e y  a s k e d  me i f  I w a n t e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  t e a  j o b  o v e r ,  s o  I 

d i d .  

F L :  T h a t  w o u l d  have  been,  wha t ,  1 9 4 6 ?  

R D :  Yes, ' 4 6 ,  ' 4 7 ,  I g u e s s ,  ' 4 7 .  So, I s p e n t  a  y e a r  w o r k -

i n g  w i t h  F e n t o n  b e f o r e  he  f i n a l l y  r e t i r e d .  Now, he  r e t i r e d ,  

he  h a d  h a d  h i s  t i m e  e x t e n d e d  t o ...I t h i n k  h e  was 7 3  o r  7 4  

b e f o r e  he  a c t u a l l y  r e t i r e d .  

FL: I b e l i e v e  he came t o  San F r a n c i s c o  f r o m  S e a t t l e  when 

M r .  T r i e b e l  r e t i r e d .  

R D :  Yes. 

FL :  T r i e b e l  was i n  an a u t o  a c c i d e n t  and. . .  

R D :  Yes, h e  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  and  h e  s a i d  h e  w a s n ' t  e a r n i n g  h i s  

money and h e  was g o i n g  t o  r e t i r e .  I h a d  h e a r d  t h a t  s t o r y .  

FL: I t h i n k  he  h a d  been h i t  b y  a h i t - a n d - r u n  d r i v e r .  

RD: Oh, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He was. .. 



F L :  He was i n  bad p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  and had t o  l e a v e .  

R D :  Yes, I t h i n k  h e  h a d  b e e n  i n  o n e  o f  t h o s e  s a f e t y  z o n e s  

down on M a r k e t  S t r e e t  and h e  had s t e p p e d  o f f ,  o r  e l s e  t h e y  

h i t  h im. . .  F e n t o n  came down t h e r e  b e c a u s e ,  t o o ,  d u r i n g  t h e  

w a r  mos t  o f  t h e  t e a  was s h i p p e d  i n  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  San F r a n -  

c i s c o  o r  New Y o r k .  So, t h e r e  was v e r y  l i t t l e  w o r k  i n  t h o s e  

o t h e r  D i s t r i c t s  t h a t  h a d  Tea  E x a m i n e r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

FL: F e n t o n ,  he  h a d  been a Tea E x a m i n e r  f o r  many, many 

y e a r s .  

RD:  Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  T h a t ' s  one  of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  h e  

t o l d  me a b o u t ,  t h a t  he  was one  of  t h e  l a s t  o r  maybe t h e  o n l y  

one o f  t h e  Tea E x a m i n e r s  who a c t u a l l y  t o o k  a C i v i l  S e r v i c e  

E x a m i n a t i o n  t o  become a T e a  E x a m i n e r .  He f l u n k e d  t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e  b e c a u s e  t h e  p e r s o n  who was g i v i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  

r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know h i s  t e a s  and h e  g o t  t hem c r o s s e d  u p .  

FL: They  a c t u a l l y  h a d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r . . .  

R D :  Yes, t h e y  h a d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e y  knew w h a t  t h e y  

were  d o i n g ,  w h a t  k i n d  o f  t e a s  t h e y  w e r e  e x a m i n i n g  and  w h a t  

t h e y  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t hem a s  compared  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d s .  He 

had t o  t a k e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a s e c o n d  t i m e ,  a f t e r  c l a i m i n g  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  who was g i v i n g  i t  h a d  messed 

t h i n g s  up .  

FL :  Where had he  l e a r n e d .  .. 
R D :  H i s  f a t h e r  was a t e a  m e r c h a n t  and  I g u e s s  h e  h a d  g r o w n  

up d o i n g  t e a  a n d  e x a m i n i n g  t e a .  



FL:  Do y o u  know w h e r e  t h a t  was? 

R D :  I t h i n k  i t  was i n  C l e v e l a n d .  I am n o t  s u r e .  I ' v e  g o t  

a c a r d .  

FL: No, I was j u s t  c u r i o u s .  

R D :  Yes, I t h i n k  i t  was i n  C l e v e l a n d  w h e r e  he  grew up and 

t h e n  l a t e r  on  he  wen t  o u t  t o  t h e  West C o a s t .  


F L :  Do y o u  have  any i d e a  when h e  s t a r t e d  i n  Tea  


E x a m i n a t i o n ?  


R D :  A b o u t  1906 .  


FL: T h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  been  when i t  was s t i l l  a Customs 


f u n c t i o n .  


R D :  I t  was a Customs f u n c t i o n  t h e n .  Yes. 


F L :  I t  came t o  u s  l a t e r  i n  1 9 2 0 .  


R D :  Yes. N o t  o n l y  F e n t o n  b u t  a l s o  H u t c h i n s o n  s t a r t e d  o u t  


w i t h  Customs and  was t r a n f e r r e d  o v e r .  


T h a t  i s  a n o t h e r  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Tea A c t .  

The  o r i g i n a l  Tea  A c t  was e n a c t e d  i n  1883,  b u t  a f t e r  a b o u t  1 0  

o r  1 2  y e a r s  t h e y  began  t o  h a v e  t r o u b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  way i t  

was w r i t t e n ,  i t  was n o t  s p e c i f i c  enough .  T h e y  j u s t  s a i d  

t h a t  t h e  t e a  s h o u l d  be  r e j e c t e d  i f  i t  was u n f i t  o r  w o r d s  t o  

t h a t  e f f e c t .  W e l l ,  u n f i t  m e a n t  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  t o  d i f f e r -

e n t  p e o p l e .  So, t h e y  r e w r o t e  t h e  A c t  and  t r i e d  t o  p l u g  t h a t  

l o o p h o l e  i n  1897 .  T h e y  d i d  t h i s  b y  s e t t i n g  up a c t u a l  t e a s  

as  s t a n d a r d s  and  t h e y  s e n t  o u t  t h e s e  t e a s  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  

p o r t s  t o  s e r v e  as  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  r e j e c t i o n  o r  p a s s a g e .  T h e s e  



Teas  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Tea  E x p e r t s .  The  B o a r d  

was p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e  1 8 9 7  A c t .  

I t  s t a r t e d  a n o t h e r  t h i n g  w h i c h  has  come b a c k  many y e a r s  

l a t e r ,  b u t  t h e y  s t a r t e d  o f f  b y  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  e a c h  i m p o r t e r  

s u b m i t  s a m p l e s  f o r  each  l i n e  o f  t e a ,  w i t h  an a f f i d a v i t  t o  

t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  t r u e  t e a s  t h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  

i m p o r t e d  

F L :  A 1i n e  w o u l d  be  a... 

R D :  A 1i n e  i s  a l o t  o f  t e a  w h i c h  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  be  u n i f o r m  

t h r o u g h o u t .  

F L :  And i s  so d e s i g n a t e d  on t h e  C u s t o m ' s  p a p e r s .  

R D :  On t h e  p a p e r s  and t h e  i n v o i c e  and  t h e  e n t r i e s .  A f t e r  

a b o u t  1 0  o r  1 2  y e a r s ,  t h e n  t h e y  d e c i d e d  t h e y  had b e t t e r  do 

s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  So, t h e y  c h a n g e d  t h e  A c t . . .  W e l l ,  t h e y  

d i d n ' t  change  t h e  A c t  t h e y  c h a n g e d  t h e  way t h a t  i t  was en-

f o r c e d  b y  g e t t i n g  Custom s a m p l e r s  t o  do t h e  a c t u a l l y  samp-

l i n g  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  t e a .  T h e y  no l o n g e r  a c c e p t e d  t h e  s a m p l e s  

f r o m  t h e  i m p o r t e r s .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e  t h e y  a p p o i n t e d  G e o r g e  M i t c h e l l  as t h e  

S u p e r v i s i n g  Tea E x a m i n e r .  He w o r k e d  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  i n  

t h o s e  day  he  d i d  a l o t  o f  t r a v e l i n g  b e c a u s e  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  

t h e  y e a r  he  a l w a y s  v i s i t e d  e a c h  one  o f  t h e  p o r t s  w h e r e  a Tea 

E x a m i n e r  was s t a t i o n e d  and t h u s  saw how he  was d o i n g .  He 

a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  Tea E x a m i n e r s  s u b m i t  s a m p l e s  o f  

e v e r y  t e a  t h a t  t h e y  were  c o n s i d e r i n g  n o t  a l l o w i n g  i n  b e f o r e  



t h e y  a c t u a l l y  s e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a p e r s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  was i n  

1912 .  Now G e o r g e  M i t c h e l l  h a d  h a d  e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  Tea 

b e c a u s e  h e  w o r k e d  on  a p l a n t a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  an e x p e r i m e n t a l  

t e a  g a r d e n  down i n  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  

F L :  T h a t  was when t h e  USDA was h o p i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a t e a  

g r o w i n g  i n d u s t r y  h e r e ?  

R D :  Yes, r i g h t .  T h e y  p r o d u c e d  a good  t e a  b u t  t h e y  

c o u l d n ' t ,  e v e n  i n  t h o s e  days ,  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  m a t c h  t h e  wages 

b e c a u s e  i t  w o u l d  c o s t  maybe, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  5 0  o r  6 0  c e n t s  t o  

p r o d u c e  a p o u n d  o f  t e a  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  I n  t h e  O r i e n t  t h e y  

w e r e  s e l l i n g  t o p  g r a d e  t e a s  f o r  2 5 6  a pound.  A f t e r ,  I 

t h i n k ,  a b o u t  1 9 1 0  t h e y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  u s e  t r y i n g  

t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  w o r k  and t h e y  s h u t  down t h e  g a r d e n ,  a l t h o u g h  

i t  i s  s t i l l  t h e r e .  The t r e e s  a r e  s t i l l  t h e r e  and t h e  b u s h e s  

a r e  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  and  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who own p a r t  o f  

them,  s e  1  t e a  p l a n t s  now. 

F L :  So, i t  was f e a s i b l e  t h e n  t o  g r o w  t e a  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  

b u t  j u s t  n o t  e c o n o m i c a l ?  

R D :  I t  s j u s t  n o t  e c o n o m i c i a l ,  r i g h t .  T h e y  h a d  q u i t e  a 

b i t .  G e o r g e  M i t c h e l l  h a s  t o l d  me t h a t  i t  was a v e r y  g'ood 

t e a .  T h a t  t h e  t e a s  t h e y  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h i s  g a r d e n  i n  S o u t h  

C a r o l i n a ,  w o u l d  r a n k  f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  t e a s  p r o d u c e d  i n  o t h e r  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  However ,  as  I s a i d ,  i t  c o u l d n ' t  b e  

p r o d u c e d  e c o n o m i c i a l l y .  

So f o r  many y e a r s  t h e  Tea A c t  was a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  

S u p e r v i s o r y  Tea E x a m i n e r  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n .  



F L :  Who was a C u s t o m ' s  e m p l o y e e ?  

R D :  He was a C u s t o m ' s  e m p l o y e e .  I n  f a c t ,  he  was v e r y  p r o u d  

o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had an o f f i c e  n e x t  d o o r  t o  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

T r e a s u r y .  O f  c o u r s e ,  Customs i s  p a r t  o f  t h a t  d e p a r t m e n t .  

FL:  Do y o u  have  any  i d e a  how many Tea E x a m i n e r s  t h e r e  w e r e  

a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

R D :  T h e r e  was one  i n  New Y o r k ,  B o s t o n ,  San F r a n c i s c o ,  

S e a t  l e ,  Tacoma, S t .  P a u l ,  M i n n e s o t a  and  C h i c a g o .  

FL :  W a s n ' t  t h e r e  one  i n  H o n o l u l u  t o o ?  


R D :  W e l l ,  t h e  o n e  i n  H o n o l u l u  was n e v e r  a r e g u l a r  Tea 


Exam n e r .  The  o f f i c e  was s o r t  o f  a s t e p  c h i l d  t o o .  I t  was 


r u n  b y  o n e  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  Cus toms  E x a m i n e r s .  U s u a l l y  h e  


w o u l d  do  t h e  t e a s ,  b u t  he n e v e r  h a d  much c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  


r e s t  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  George  M i t c h e l l  


e v e r  wen t  t h e r e .  G e o r g e  M i t c h e l l  n e v e r  g o t  a r o u n d  t o  v i s i t - 


i n g  t h e  H o n o l u l u  o f f i c e .  However ,  h e  d i d ,  among o t h e r  


t h i n g s ,  g e t  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r y  t o  


t a k e  a t o u r  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  t o  s e e  t e a  p r o d u c i n g  c o u n t r i e s .  


He had v i s i t e d  C e y l o n  and  I n d i a  a n d  he  was on t h e  v e r g e  o f  


g o i n g  t o  C h i n a  when W o r l d  War I b r o k e  o u t  and he  was c a l l e d  


home. So, h e  n e v e r  f i n i s h e d  up h i s  t r i p .  


George,  a l s o ,  r a n  a v e r y  n i c e  o f f i c e  w h i l e  h e  was i n  

W a s h i n g t o n .  He u s e d  t o  send o u t  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s ,  w h i c h  h e  

h a d  p r i n t e d  as  an o f f i c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  documen t  and  t h a t  

l a s t e d  u n t i l  W W I  was o v e r .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  i n  1 9 2 0  h e  



was t r a n s f e r r e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  T e a  O f f i c e s ,  

f r o m  t h e  T r e a s u r y  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l -

t u r e .  

He c o n t i n u e d  as t h e  S u p e r v i s i n g  Tea E x a m i n e r ,  w o r k i n g  

o u t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  u n t i l  a b o u t  1 9 2 8  o r  ' 2 9  when h e  r e t i r e d  

and went  t o  work f o r  G e n e r a l  Foods .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  M r .  

H u t c h i n s o n  became S u p e r v i s i n g  T e a  E x a m i n e r .  However ,  he was 

w o r k i n g  i n  New York  S t a t i o n ,  E a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  and  he  c o n t i n -  

u e d  t o  do t h a t  and t h e r e  was no t e a  man i n  W a s h i n g t o n  t h e r e -  

a f t e r .  

I n  1 9 5 3  M r .  H u t c h i n s o n  r e t i r e d  and I came h e r e  f r o m  San 

F r a n c i  sco  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  j o b .  W e l l ,  i t  was somewhat o f  a 

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  me, a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b e c a u s e  p r e v i o u s  t o  l e a v -

i n g  San F r a n c i s c o  I h a d  b e e n  g i v e n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  

j o b  was g o i n g  on t o  be on  t h e  o r d e r  o f  a S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  

t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t o r .  When I a c t u a l l y  a r r i v e d  h e r e  I 

f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  i t  had been d o w n g r a d e d  t o  a n o t h e r  j o b  i n  t h e  

l a b o r a t o r y  and  t h a t  t h e  C h i e f  C h e m i s t  was g o i n g  t o  be t h e  

T e a  E x a m i n e r ,  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s .  W e l l ,  t h a t  l a s t e d  

f o r  a c o u p l e  o f  weeks when t h e  C h i e f  C h e m i s t  came back  a n d  

h e  s a i d ,  " Y o u ' v e  g o t  t o o  much p a p e r  work  h e r e .  I c a n ' t  do 

my own j o b  and do t h i s  t o o .  So, y o u  t a k e  i t  o v e r . "  So I 

w e n t  back  t o  d o i n g  i t  1i k e  I h a d  been  d o i n g  San F r a n c i s c o  

and c o n t i n u e d  t o  do a l l  t h e  o t h e r  work  t o o .  I f e l t  I w a s n ' t  

g e t t i n g  c r e d i t  f o r  i t .  I a l s o  was Customs E x a m i n e r  f o r  



e x a m i n a t i o n  and a p p r a i s e m e n t  o f  t e a ,  t e a  p r o d u c t s  and t e a  


c o n t a i n e r s .  


T h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  o c c u r r e n c e s  w h e r e  I w i u l d  be t o l d  t o  

do  one  t h i n g ,  b y  p e o p l e  s u c h  as M r .  R a y f i e l d ,  and  t h e n  when 

s o m e t h i n g  came up t h a t  showed  i t  t o  be  i n  e r r o r  I was l e f t  

w i t h  t h e  b l a m e .  E s p e c i a l l y  when h e  h a d  s a i d ,  "You d o n ' t  

n e e d  t o  l o o k  a t  a l l  o f  t h o s e  t e a s  b e c a u s e  y o u  c a n  l o o k  a t  

t h e  p r i c e s  a n d  y o u  c a n  t e l l  w h i c h  i s  t h e  g o o d  t e a  and  w h i c h  

i s  t h e  b a d  t e a .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  I d i d  f o r  a b o u t  t h r e e  m o n t h s .  

Then i t  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  o n e  t e a  t h a t  was v e r y ,  v e r y  p o o r  was 

e n t e r e d .  I n  f a c t  i t  was s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s h i p p e d  t o  

one o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  A f r i c a .  I n s t e a d  i t  g o t  s h i p p e d  h e r e  

t o  t h e  U.S. I t  h a d  a n i c e  b i g  p r i c e  o n  i t ,  so I wen t  ahead  

and p a s s e d  i t  w i t h o u t  l o o k i n g  a t  i t .  A  week l a t e r ,  t h e  i m -

p o r t e r  c a l  l e d  up M r .  H e r r m a n n ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  D i r e c t  o r ,  and 

t o l d  h i m  h e  was, " V e r y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  t h e  new Tea Ex am -
i n e r " .  He h a d  p a s s e d  a t e a  w h i c h  was c l e a r l y  shou I d  h a v e  

been  r e j e c t e d  a n d  h a d  l e f t  h i m  h o l d i n g  t h e  bag,  so t o  s p e a k ,  

b e c a u s e  he  h a d  a c o n t r a c t  w h i c h  s a i d ,  " S u b j e c t  t o  p a s s a g e  b y  

t h e  Tea E x a m i n e r " .  He s a i d ,  " I ' v e  g o t  $60,000 w o r t h  o f  t e a  

w h i c h  I c a n  n o t  u s e " .  W e l l ,  as i t  t u r n e d  o u t  l a t e r  on, t h e  

p e r s o n  who h a d  s h i p p e d  i t ,  a d m i t t e d  t h e  e r r o r  a n d  d i d  r e -

p l a c e  i t  so he d i d n ' t  l o s e  o u t  i n  t h a t .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  M r .  

R a y f i e l d  was v i s i t i n g  h e r e  i n  New Y o r k  a n d  h e  s a i d ,  "You  

s h o u l d  h a v e  known t h e  g u y  was a c r o o k .  Y O U  s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e  



j u s t  a c c e p t e d  t h a t . '  A f t e r  t h a t  I v o w e d  t h a t  I w o u l d  l o o k  

a t  t h e m  a l l  and  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a n y  t h a t  I d i d  s k i p ,  i t  w o u l d  

b e  on  my own j u d g m e n t  as t o  w h e t h e r  i t  s h o u l d  b e  p a s s e d  o r  

n o t .  

As I s a i d ,  I s t i l l  f e l t  l i k e  a s t e p c h i l d .  I n  f a c t ,  I 

was s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  a s k i n g  f o r  a t r a n s f e r ,  b u t  a t  t h a t  

t i m e  I was i n  v e r y  b a d  s h a p e  f i n a n c i a l l y  and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  

and  I j u s t  c o u l d n '  t a f f o r d  t o  do  i t .  So I k e p t  on  w i t h  t h e  

j o b .  

Some o t h e r  t h  i n g s  t h a t  came up  l a t e r  on .  I n  1 9 7 2  when 

M r .  N i x o n . .  . o r  a f t e r  M r .  N i x o n  h a d  become P r e s i d e n t ,  someone 

g o t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  e l i m  i n a t e  t h e  T e a  A c t .  

T h e  f r s t  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  t h a t  came o u t ,  c l a i m e d  t h e y  w e r e  

g o i n g  t o  s a v e  s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  I t  f i n a l l y  came down 

t i l l  t was a b o u t  $60,000 t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  s a v e .  

A1 so,  t h e  a d v i s o r s  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  Tea 

A c t  was a l a w  p a s s e d  b y  C o n g r e s s  and i n  o r d e r  t o  e l i m i n a t e  

i t  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  r e p e a l  i t .  C o n g r e s s  d i d n ' t  do  t h a t .  

The same t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  a g a i n  l a t e r  on  d u r i n g  t h e  

C a r t e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h e y  f o u n d  o u t  t o o  t h e  same t h i n g  

t h a t  C o n g r e s s  m u s t  a c t .  

F L :  I w o u l d  i m a g i n e  t h a t  t h e  t e a  i n d u s t r y  p e o p  l e  p r o t e s t e d  

t h i s  t o o ,  d i d n ' t  t h e y ?  

R D :  W e l l ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t .  T h e y  k e p t  q u i e t ,  f e l t  i t  b e t t e r  t o  

k e e p  a l o w  p r o f i l e .  T h a t  i s  a n o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  i s  a s o r t  o f  



d i s a p p o i n t i n g  b e c a u s e  I h a d  h e a r d  f r o m  p e o p l e  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  

a b o u t  t h e  power  o f  t h e  Tea L o b b y  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g .  The T r a d e  

d i d  have  some i n f l u e n c e  i n  p a s s i n g  an amendment t o  t h e  Tea 

A c t  b a c k  i n  1 9 4 0  when t h e y  w e n t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n .  C o n g r e s s  a t  

t h a t  t i m e  was g o i n g  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  A c t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s a i d  i t  

was c o s t i n g  money and t h e y  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  t a x  p a y e r s  

s h o u l d  p a y  f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t e a s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  was a 

p a r t i c u l a r  p r o d u c t  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  i n d u s t r y .  George  

M i t c h e l l ,  who a t  t h a t  t i m e  was w o r k i n g  f o r  G e n e r a l  Foods,  

and  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  o f  t h e  b i g  t e a  i m p o r t e r s  w e n t  t o  Vash-

i n g t o n  and a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  a C o n g r e s s i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e y  

s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  be  w i l l i n g  t o  s u b s i d i z e  t h e  A c t  i f  i t  

w e r e  c o n t i n u e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  was p r o t e c t i o n  

f o r  t hem and  w e l l  w o r t h  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  p a y .  

So, t h e y  w o r k e d  o u t  t h i s  f i g u r e  o f  3 1 / 2 6  p e r  h u n d r e d  

pounds,  w h i c h  a t  t h e  t i m e  was q u i t e  a d e q u a t e .  

L a t e r  on  i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 5 0 s  when i n f l a t i o n  s t a r t e d  and 

t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  f e d e r a l  e m p l o y e e s  s t a r t e d  g o i n g  up,  t h e  

amount  o f  t e a  c o m i n g  i n  d i d n ' t  m a t c h  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  c o s t s .  

So, i t  f e l l  b e h i n d  and  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  M r .  N i x o n ' s  a d m i n i s -

t r a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  i t  d i d  n o t  p a y  i t s  way e n t i r e l y .  However ,  

i t  w a s n ' t  a  m a t t e r  o f  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  I t  was o n l y  a 

m a t t e r  o f  maybe a l i t t l e  o v e r  one  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d ,  o r  

s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  o f  w h i c h  $60,000 was b e i n g  c o l l e c t e d .  

FL :  P r i o r  t o  1 9 4 0  t h e r e  was no c h a r g e  t o . . .  



R D :  T h e r e  was n o  c h a r g e  p r i o r  t o  1940 .  

FL: Bob, I t h i n k  i t  m i g h t  be  u s e f u l  j u s t  t o  t a l k  a l i t t l e  

b i t  a b o u t  t h e  A c t  and how i t  i s  a d m i n i s t e r e d .  How t h e  s t a n -

d a r d s  a r e  s e t .  The a p p e a l s  a n d  s o  on  a r e  h a n d l e d .  

R D :  Yes. T h a t  b r i n g s  up  a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  t o o ,  b e c a u s e  

t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  p a r t  o f  my f e e l i n g  o f  b e i n g  i g n o r e d ,  was 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  so many p e o p l e  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  who h a d  

n o t  had a n y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  t e a ,  a l w a y s  l o o k e d  u p o n  i t  as 

a l i t t l e  Food and  D r u g  A c t  w h i c h  a l l  t h e y  h a d  t o  do was 

i n c o r p o r a t e  i t  i n  t h e  FDC A c t  a n d  t h a t  was t h a t .  I t  i s  a 

l i t t l e  more  t h a n  t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  A c t  was w r i t t e n  s o  t h a t  

y o u  h a d  t o  do  t h i n g s  i n  a c e r t a i n  way. You h a d  t o  i s s u e  

c e r t a i n  p a p e r s  and t h a t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  f i t  i n  w i t h  t h e  p r a c -  

t i c e s  o f  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  F o r  i n s t a n c e , w e  

h a v e  w h a t  we c a l l  a "Chop L i s t " .  T h a t  chop  l i s t  i s  a com-

b i n a t i o n  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  a  s a m p l e r s  r e p o r t ,  t h e  a n a l y -

s i s  b y  t h e  e x a m i n e r  and  t h e  a c t i o n  t a k e n  b y  t h e  e x a m i n e r .  

So, t h a t  we c o m b i n e d  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n ,  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  and  t h e  

c o m p l i a n c e  b r a n c h  a c t i o n s  a l l  o n  one  s h e e t .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  s e p a r a t e  b e c a u s e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  Chop L i s t  i s  i n  t h e  A c t  

and  i n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

FL: S p e c i f i e d .  

R D :  S p e c i f i e d  as s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d .  Now, i t  a l s o  

d i f f e r s  i n  t h a t  e v e r y  l i n e  o f  t e a  i s  s u p p o s e  t o  b e  e x a m i n e d  

and  e i t h e r  p a s s e d  o r  r e j e c t e d .  I n  d o i n g  t h a t ,  i t  r e q u i r e s  a  



p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  t o  b e  s i g n e d  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  

if t h e  t e a  i s  p a s s e d ,  y o u  a r e  c e r t i f y i n g  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  

e x a m i n e d  and y o u  h a v e  t o  w r i t e  a c e r t i f i c a t e  w h i c h  i s  p a r t  

o f  t h e  Chop L i s t .  I f  i t  i s  r e j e c t e d ,  t h e n  y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  

i s s u e  n o t i c e  t h e r e  t o o .  So, e v e r y  l i n e  o f  t e a  t h a t  comes i n  

i s  e i t h e r  r e j e c t e d  o r  p a s s e d  and t h e r e  i s  p a p e r  w o r k  t o  

a t t e s t  t o  t h a t  f a c t .  

A l s o ,  t h e r e  i s  ano t h e r  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a 

B o a r d  o f  Tea A p p e a l s .  Now t h i s  B o a r d  o f  Tea A p p e a l s  c a n  b e  

c a l l e d  i n t o  s e s s i o n  b y  an i m p o r t e r  o r  b y  Cus toms ,  o r  e v e n  

some o f  t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l  e who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  t e a .  I n  

o t h e r  w o r d s  i f  i t  i s  p a s s e d ,  t h e y  c a n  say ,  " W e l l  t h a t  

s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e  been  p a s s e d .  We w i s h  t o  a p p e a l  t h e  e x a m i n -  

e r ' s  d e c i s i o n . "  A l s o  i f  i t  i s  r e j e c t e d ,  t h e y  c a n  a p p e a l  

t h a t  a l s o .  I n  f a c t  m o s t  o f  t h e  a p p e a l s  r e f e r  t o  r e j e c t i o n s .  

A l t h o u g h  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  was o n e  t e a  a p p e a l  i n  w h i c h  

t h e  i m p o r t e r  s a i d  t h e  t e a  s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e  been  p a s s e d .  I 

t h i n k  i t  p r o b a b l y  h a d  t o  do  w i t h  money.  F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  

B o a r d  o f  Tea A p p e a l s  u p h e l d  t h e  e x a m i n e r  i n  t h a t  c a s e .  

The B o a r d  o f  Tea A p p e a l s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  s e p a r a t e  e n t i r e l y  

f r o m  t h e  T e a  E x a m i n e r .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s  t h e  T e a  E x a m i n e r  

makes t h e  f i n d i n g  a n d  t h e n  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Tea A p p e a l s ,  w h i c h  

i s  composed o f  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l a w ,  o f  o f f i c e r s  f r o m  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  Human S e r v i c e s  s i t s  as a  q u a s i -  

j u d c i a l  b o d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  h i s  f i n d i n g  i s  c o r r e c t .  I n  t h e  



p a s t  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Tea  A p p e a l s  had maybe one 

Food and  D r u g  O f f i c i a l ,  who was u s u a l l y  t h e  c h a i r m a n ,  b e -

c a u s e  a l l  t h e  a p p e a l s  w e r e  h e l d  h e r e  i n  New Y o r k .  We h a d  

o t h e r  members o f  t h e  B o a r d  who w e r e  f r o m  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  o r  

f r o m  t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  R e g i o n a l  Head-

q u a r t e r s ,  i n  New Y o r k .  R i g h t  now, we h a v e  a l l  Food a n d  D r u g  

p e o p l e  b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  p l a c e  t o  g e t  t o  and  

p e o p l e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  b e g a n  t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  a n n o y e d  

a t  b e i n g  c a l l e d  o v e r  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  

T h i s  Board ,  composed o f  a c h a i r m a n  and  t w o  members, 

s i t s  as a q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  b o d y  and h e a r s  t h e  e v i d e n c e .  Now, 

t h a t  e v i d e n c e  c a n  be, and  u s u a l l y  i s ,  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  i s  o f  

t r a d e  o r i g i n .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i f  y o u  e x a m i n e  t h e  t e a  and  

s a y  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  come u p  t o  t h e  t e a  s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e  B o a r d  

w i l l  c a l l  i n  o t h e r  t e a  e x p e r t s  f r o m  t h e  t r a d e  who have  n o  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  t e a  b e i n g  q u e s t i o n e d  and who w i l l  comDare i t  

a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  and  d e l i v e r  t h e i r  o p i n i o n .  W h a t e v e r  

t h e i r  o p i n i o n  i s ,  u s u a l l y  i t  i s  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d .  

U s u a l l y  t h e y  have  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  e x p e r t s  and i t  i s  t h e  b e s t  

t w o  o u t  o f  t h r e e .  V e r y  r a r e l y  do  y o u  h a v e  a d i s a g r e e m e n t .  

O c c a s i o n a l l y  y o u  do, b u t  u s u a l l y  t h e r e  i s  no  d i s a g r e e m e n t .  

Then on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h a t ,  t h e  B o a r d  make t h e i r  f i n d i n g .  

However ,  t h e  B o a r d  d o e s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o l l  ow t h e  

o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  t r a d e  e x p e r t s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  we h a d  one  

a p p e a l  a g a i n s t  a t e a  w h i c h  had been  r e j e c t e d  b e c a u s e  i t  



c o n t a i n e d  e x c e s s i v e  a m o u n t s  o f  s a n d .  I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  t h e y  

s e n t  t h e i r  new s a m p l e  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  o r d e r e d  t o  t h e  l a b o r a -

t o r y  f o r  a h e a v y  f i l t h  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  The  B o a r d  does  n o t  

a c c e p t  t h e  s a m p l e s  t h a t  t h e  e x a m i n e r  w o r k s  o n ;  t h e y  demand a 

new s e t  o f  s a m p l e s .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e y  a s k e d  f o r  new sam-

p l e s .  I n s t e a d  o f  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  

t r a d e  a l l  o f  whom s a i d  " T h a t  i s  g o o d  t e a " ,  ( i t  was g o o d  

t e a ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  h a d  t w o  o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  

t h e  amount  o f  s a n d  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s t a n d a r d ,  t h e y  t o o k  t h e  

l a b o r a t o r y  e v i d e n c e ) .  T h e y  h a d  t h e  t e a  a n a l y z e d  i n  t h e  

l a b o r a t o r y  and  c o m p a r e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a n d a r d .  T h e y  u p h e l d  

t h e  r e j e c t  on  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  d i d  h a v e  m o r e  s a n d  

i n  i t .  I t  c o n t a i n e d  e x c e s s i v e  i m p u r i t i e s .  N i n e t y - n i n e  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t i m e  i t  i s  a q u e s t i o n  o f  q u a l i t y .  

FL :  Does he  A p p e a l s  B o a r d  s e l e c t  t h e  p e r s o n s  who w i l l  do  

t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e m ?  

R D :  Yes. I g i v e  them a l i s t  o f  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  t r a d e  who a r e  

s k i l l e d  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t e a s .  Some p e o p l e  w i l l ,  s a y ,  b u y  

t e a s  m o s t l y  f r o m  Formosa ;  some o f  t hem w i l l  b u y  m o s t l y  f r o m  

C e y l o n  a n d / o r  I n d i a .  I g i v e  t h e m  a l i s t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  and  

w h a t  t e a s  t h e y  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  and t h e n  t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  

B o a r d  makes h i s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  who h e  w i l l  c a l l  i n .  When t h e y  

make t h e i r  d e c i s i o n ,  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  f a c t ,  t h a t ' s  f i n a l .  How-

e v e r ,  i f  t h e r e  were  some p r o c e d u r a l  d i f f i c u l t y ,  t h e y  c a n  

a p p e a l  t o  a  F e d e r a l  C o u r t ,  t h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s .  



F L :  On a l e g a  q u e s t i o n .  

R D :  Yes, o n  a l e g a l  q u e s t i o n .  I n  f a c t  o n c e  o r  t w i c e  t h e y  

h a v e  done  t h a t  I know o f  one t i m e ,  G e o r g e  M i t c h e l l  h a d  

t o l d  me t h a t  t e y  h a d  t o  r e w r i t e  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e  way t h a t  t h e y  were  w r i t t e n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  The C o u r t  o f  

A p p e a l s  t u r n e d  t h e m  down, s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  

p r o p e r  r e g u l a t i o n s .  One c a s e  e v e n  wen t  t o  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  

on  a  q u e s t i o n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y .  The C o u r t  d e c i d e d  t h e  Tea 

A c t  was c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  

We a l s o  h a v e  a n o t h e r  b o a r d ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Tea E x p e r t s  

w h i c h  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  who a r e  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  Tea A c t  

t e n d  t o  c o n f u s e  w i t h  t h e  B o a r t  o f  Tea A p p e a l s .  The B o a r d  o f  

Tea E x p e r t s  i s  a b o a r d  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r .  I t  

u s e d  t o  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  b u t  

h e  d e l e g a t e d  t h a t  d u t y  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  Food and  D r u g s  

a b o u t  4 - 5  y e a r s  ago.  So, now t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  

t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r .  The B o a r d  i s  composed o f  7 p e o p l e  who 

a r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A c t ,  e x p e r t  i n  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  

t e a s .  T h e i r  o n l y  d u t y  i s  t o  a c t  i n  an a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y .  

They  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  s e l e c t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e  min imum 

s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t e a ,  f o r  e a c h  y e a r .  

FL: T h a t  i s  f o r  e a c h  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  t e a ?  

R D :  Each  k i n d  o f  t e a ,  t o  c o v e r  t h e  t y p e s  o f  t e a s  t h a t  a r e  

b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  We d o n ' t  h a v e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  

e v e r y  t y p e  o f  t e a  b u t  t h e  ones t h a t  a r e  c o m m e r c i a l l y  s i g n i -  

f i c a n t  c o m i n g  i n t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  



The  Board ,  as I s a i d ,  i s  composed o f  7 p e o p l e .  E v e r  

s i n c e  M r .  M i t c h e l l  became S u p e r v i s o r y  Tea  E x a m i n e r ,  i t  h a s  

been  a p r a c t i c e  t o  a p p o i n t  t h e  S u p e r v i s o r y  Tea E x a m i n e r  as a 

member o f  t h e  B o a r d .  He a c t s ,  u s u a l l y ,  as  a s e c r e t a r y  b e -  

c a u s e  i n  p r a c t i c e  he  i s  r e s e l e c t e d  a t  each  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  

B o a r d .  He a c t s  as a s o r t  o f  a l i a i s o n ,  as w e l l  as t h e  a c -

t u a l  s e c r e t a r y  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g .  U n d e r  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m i t t e e s  

A c t  p a s s e d  10-15 y e a r s  ago, t h e  S u p e r v i s o r y  Tea E x a m i n e r  i s  

a l s o  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y .  T h e y  mee t  once a  y e a r .  T h e y  e x -

amine  t h e  t e a s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  t r a d e  members 

w h i c h  i n  t h e i r  o p i n i o n  s h o u l d  be  t h e  m in imum s t a n d a r d .  The 

B o a r d  makes i t s  s e l e c t i o n s  f r o m  t h o s e  t e a s .  

I n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  i t  has been i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i -  

c u l t  t o  g e t  t e a s  t h a t  a r e  s u i t a b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  way t h e  

t r a d e  has  changed .  I t  u s e d  t o  be  t h a t  t h e  t e a s  w o u l d  be  

b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  s t o r e d  i n  w a r e h o u s e s ,  s p e c i a l  

t e a  w a r e h o u s e s .  T h e y  w e r e  t e a  w a r e h o u s e s  w h i c h  were  bonded .  

They  h a d  t o  k e e p  r e c o r d s  a b o u t  t h e  t e a s  t h a t  w e r e  b r o u g h t  

i n .  T h e y  d i d  n o t  a l l o w  t e a s  t o  be  w i t h d r a w n  u n t i l  t h e y  g o t  

a  s i g n e d  c o p y  o f  t h e  chop  l i s t  r e l e a s i n g  them.  

I t  became v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  t o  s t o r e  t e a .  So, t h e  t e a  

t h a t  comes i n  nowadays,  h a r d l y  i s  e v e r  s t o r e d  i n  a p u b l i c  

w a r e h o u s e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h  p r i c e .  M o s t  o f  t h e  t e a  now i s  

s o l d  b e f o r e  i t  a r r i v e s  t o  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  p a c k e r s .  When 

t h e  t e a  a r r i v e s  a t  t h e  p i e r ,  i t  i s  s a m p l e d  t h e r e  and goes t o  

t h e  w a r e h o u s e  o f  t h e  p a c k e r ,  d i r e c t l y .  



U n t i l  j u s t  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  p a c k e r s  had t h e i r  t e a  

w a r e h o u s e s  a t  t h e i r  f a c t o r i e s  b o n d e d  as  t e a  w a r e h o u s e s .  

However ,  Customs has  been c h a n g i n g  t h e i r  w a r e h o u s i n g  s e t  up  

and s u d d e n l y  t h e  t e a  w a r e h o u s e s ,  w h i c h  f o r  y e a r s  h a d  p a i d  a 

maximum o f  $50  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  and t h e  o n l y  r e c o r d s  

t h e y  h a d  t o  h a v e  was a s i g n e d  c o p y  o f  t h e  Chop L i s t  r e l e a s -

i n g  t h e  t e a ,  s u d d e n l y  were  h i t  b y  new r e g u l a t i o n s .  Customs 

came o u t  and  t o l d  t h e m  t h a t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  

p a y  an  a n n u a l  f e e  o f  up  c l o s e  t o  $1,000 a n d  b e s i d e s  t h a t  

t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  k e e p  d e t a i l e d  r e c o r d s  o f  a l l  t h e  t e a s  

t h a t  came i n ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w e n t ,  w h a t  t h e y  d i d  w i t h  them, e t c .  

Customs d i d  a l l  o f  t h i s  w i t h o u t  s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  t o  u s  a b o u t  

i t .  As f a r  as  I know t h e y  s a i d  n o t h i n g  t o  W a s h i n g t o n ,  

e i t h e r .  

L i p t o n s  a s k e d  w h a t  t o  do.  T h e y  h a v e  8 -10  w a r e h o u s e s .  

I t o l d  t h e m  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  f i n d  o u t  f r o m  Customs b e c a u s e  

Customs was a c t u a l l y  t h e  ones  who h a n d l e d  t h e  w a r e h o u s i n g .  

They  w e n t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  and t h e y  w e r e  t o l d ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  

t h a t  t h e  w a r e h o u s e s  w o u l d  be  no l o n g e r  r e q u i r e d ,  t h a t  t h e  

b o n d  t h e y  t o o k  o u t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  i m p o r t a t i o n  w o u l d  s e r v e  

t h e  same p u r p o s e  i n  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  a r e c a l l .  Customs 

c o u l d  a s k  f o r  r e d e l i v e r y  a g a i n s t  t h a t  bond .  They  w o u l d n ' t  

n e e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  t e a  warehouse .  We h a v e  h a d  s e v e r a l  c a s e s  

w h e r e  Customs d i d  ask  f o r  a r e d e l i v e r y  and o n c e  o r  t w i c e  t h e  

p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  c o u l d n ' t  p r o d u c e  t h e  t e a .  



F L :  Had d i s t r i b u t e d  i t  a l r e a d y ?  


R D :  So, t h e y  h a d  a b o n d  a c t i o n  and  t h e y  h a d  t o  p a y  up .  


T h a t  h a s  been a c h a n g e  i n  t h e  l a w  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  w a s n ' t  o u r  


d o i n g .  I t  was j u s t  done.  


A n o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  I m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e  a b o u t  t h e  t e a  was 

t h e  way t h e  Tea A c t  o f  1 8 9 7  s t a r t e d  o f f ,  w i t h  s a m p l e s  p r o -

v i d e d  b y  t h e  a c t u a l  i m p o r t e r ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  an a f f i d a v i t  t o  

t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  i t  was t h e  t r u e  t e a  as d e s c r i b e d  on t h e  i n -

v o i c e .  B u t  f o r  some r e a s o n ,  I ' v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  a c t u a l l y  why 

t h e y  d i d  i t ,  b u t  f o r  some r e a s o n  t h e y  c h a n g e d  t h a t  a r o u n d  

1 9 1 0  o r  ' 1 2  and  p r o v i d e d  s a m p l e r s  t o  do t h e  s a m p l i n g  o f  a l l  

t h e  t e a .  A l o n g  i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 6 0 s  Food a n d  Drug ,  and a l s o  

Customs i n  p o r t s  w h e r e  FDA h a d  no o f f i c e ,  began  q u e s t i o n i n g  

t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  s a m p l e r  f o r  t e a .  Customs s a i d  t h a t  i t  was 

t o o  e x p e n s i v e  t o  do. I n  1 9 7 2  Food  & D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

w e n t  back  t o  t h e  o l d  s y s t e m  of  h a v i n g  t h e  i m p o r t e r  s u p p l y  

t h e  s a m p l e s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  an  a f f i d a v i t .  W e l l ,  t h a t  has  

w o r k e d  a f t e r  a  f a s h i o n .  

RD: M o s t  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  p a c k e r s  f o l l o w  t h e  A c t  f a i t h f u l l y  

and  t h e y  f o l l o w  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  were  s e t  up.  However ,  

t h e r e  a r e  some who do n o t  a n d  some o f  them, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

C h i n e s e  g r o c e r s  and  some o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e  and  t h e  I n d i a n  

g r o c e r s  do  n o t  seem t o  u n d e r s t a n d  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e y  p r e t e n d  

t h e y  d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  and  we h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  a t  t i m e s  g e t -

t i n g  t h e s e  s a m p l e s .  A l s o ,  we h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  r e a l l y  



c h e c k i n g  as  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  s a m p l e s  a r e  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  sup -

p o s e d  t o  b e .  M o s t  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  i n v o i c e s  w i l l  come i n  and 

t h e y  w i l l  j u s t  l i s t  " t e a " ,  and i t  c a n  be  j u s t  a b o u t  any-

t h i n g .  You r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know w h a t  t h e y  do h a v e .  I am s u r e  

t h a t  a l o t  o f  t h e  t e a s  a r e  c o m i n g  i n  and a r e  n o t  b e i n g  r e -

c o r d e d  o r  e l s e  t h e y  a r e  c o m i n g  i n  u n d e r  a n o t h e r  name b e c a u s e  

t h e r e  a r e  t h e s e  t y p e s  w h i c h  we w o u l d  r e j e c t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  m u s t y  i n  t a s t e .  B u t  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  

h i g h l y  p r i z e d  and h i g h l y  p r i c e d  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  c o m m u n i t y .  I 

d o n ' t  h a v e  v e r y  many r e j e c t i o n s  and  y e t  I go down i n  C h i n a -  

t o w n  and I'll see a l l  o f  t h e s e  t e a s  d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h e  g r o c e r y  

w i n d o w s .  I am u n a b l e  t o  f o l l o w  t h r o u g h  on t h a t .  

F L :  T h e y  i m p o r t  t h e  a r t i c l e  and f a i l  t o  s u b m i t  a samp le ,  so 

t h a t  y o u  d o n ' t  e v e n  h e a r  a b o u t  i t .  

R D :  R i g h t .  I d o n ' t  e v e n  h e a r  a b o u t  i t .  A l s o ,  s o m e t i m e s  

t h e y  i m p o r t  i t  u n d e r  a n o t h e r  name. I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  h a v e  g o t -  

t e n  so u s e d  t o  i m p o r t i n g  i t  as a C h i n e s e  h e r b  t e a ,  t h a t  

somet imes . . . even  t e a s  t h a t  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  good and  w o u l d  h a v e  

no r e a s o n  f o r  n o t  p a s s i n g  a r e  e n t e r e d  as  h e r b  t e a s .  I h a v e  

come a c r o s s  t h e m  j u s t  b y  r e c o g n i z i  ng  t h e  names on t h e  i n -

v o i c e s .  T h e y  a l s o  have  t h e  h a b i t  in t h e i r  E n g l i s h  i n v o i c e s ,  

t h e  e n t r y  p a p e r s ,  l i s t i n g  t e a  a s  " te a "  w h i c h  makes i t  v e r y  

d i f f i c u l t  b e c a u s e  we n e v e r  know j u s t  w h a t  k i n d  o f  t e a  i t  i s .  

I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  compare  w h a t  t h e y  send,  w h a t  t h e y  s u b m i t ,  and  

w h a t  i s  l i s t e d  on  t h e  i n v o i c e .  T h e y  j u s t  s a y ,  " C h i n e s e  t e a " .  



F L :  You d o n ' t  know w h a t  s t a n d a r d  t o  a p p l y ?  

R D :  No. C h i n a ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a n d  t o  some e x t e n t  i n  J a p a n  

and  Formosa,  p r o d u c e  a l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t e a s .  You have  t h e  

g r e e n  t e a ,  y o u  h a v e  t h e  O o l o n g  t e a ,  y o u  h a v e  t h e  b l a c k  t e a .  

I n  m o s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  y o u  p r o d u c e  b l a c k  t e a .  We consume 

b l a c k  t e a  m o s t l y  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  I n  t h e  O r i e n t  t h e y  c o n -

sume a l o t  o f  g r e e n  t e a .  Some o f  t h e  g r e e n  t e a  i s  e n t e r e d  

as g r e e n  and  some as O o l o n g .  I f  I g e t  a s a m p l e  t h a t  l o o k s  

l i k e  an O o l o n g ,  w e l l  I j u s t  go ahead  and c l a s s i f y  i t  as an 

O o l o n g  b u t  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know, f o r  i n  one  o r  t w o  c a s e s  

w h e r e  I h a v e  a s k e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  samp les ,  I h a v e  g o t  e n -

t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  t e a s .  So, as I s a y  I r e a l l y  n e v e r  know. 

I ' v e  a s k e d  some o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  Customs Exa m i n e r s ,  o r  r a t h e r  

now t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d  I m p o r t  S p e c i a l i s t ,  t o  c h e c k  i t  o u t  f o r  

me. T h e y  s a i d  i t  i s  t h e  same way i n  C h i n e s e .  I t  i s  l i s t e d  

j u s t  as t e a .  

FL :  Maybe one  c o n t a i n e r  c o n t a i n s  o n e  k i n d  o f  t e a  and  a n o t h -  

e r  c o n t a i n e r  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e ?  

R D :  Yes .  

FL :  No d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  l a b e l i n g . 

R O :  W e l l ,  we h a v e  h a d  c a s e s  w h e r e  I ' v e  r e c e i v e d  s a m p l e s  

w h i c h  happened  t o  be  c o l l e c t e d  b y  I m p o r t  I n s p e c t o r s  who 

w e r e  on  t h e  p i e r s  and h a d  o p e n e d  some o f  t h e  c o n t a i n e r s .  

One o r  t w o  o f  t h e m  w e r e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  t e a .  So, t h e y  

s e l e c t e d  a s a m p l e  and b r o u g h t  i t  i n t o  me, b u t  i t  happened  t o  



b e  some o f  t h i s  t e a  t h a t  w o u l d  o r d i n a r i l y  be r e j e c t e d ,  c a l l -

e d  O l d  M a n ' s  Tea among o t h e r  t h i n g s .  

When we wen t  t o  t h e  w a r e h o u s e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t e r  and l o o k -

ed o v e r  h i s  r e c o r d s  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  t h e r e  t h a t  l i s t e d  t h a t  

t e a ,  a t  a1 1. I t  was c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r e d .  I t  was i n  t h e r e  

b u t  i t  was n o t  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  e n t r y .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  

h a v e  been some cases  b r o u g h t  b y  Customs and t h e  I m p o r t  D i s -  

t r i c t  a b o u t  f a l s e  i n v o i c i n g .  

FL :  When y o u  s e t  t h e s e  s t a n d a r d s  and t h e  B o a r d  o f  E x p e r t s  

has  a g r e e d  on t h e  s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e n  t h e s e  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d ?  

R D :  Yes. A f t e r  t h e  B o a r d  s e l e c t s  t h e  t e a s  t h a t  a r e  t o  be 

t h e  s t a n d a r d s ,  I t a k e  t h o s e  t e a s  and t h e n  I c o n t a c t  t h e  

i m p o r t e r  who s u b m i t t e d  each  and ask  h i m  f o r  t h e  p r i c e .  He 

g i v e s  me a p r i c e  and  we p r e p a r e  a  p u r c h a s e  o r d e r .  The t e a  

i s  t h e n  d e l i v e r e d  t o  one o f  t h e  s m a l l  p a c k e r s  who does com-

m e r c i a l  p a c k s  f o r  r e s t a u r a n t s  and s m a l l  s t o r e s  who has  

a g r e e d  t o  do t h e  p a c k i n g  f o r  us.  He p a c k s  up  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  

and we b r i n g  t h e m  o v e r  when we h a v e  c h e c k e d  them t o  see t h a t  

t h e y  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  t e a  t h a t  was s e l e c t e d  and t h e y  a r e  o f -

f e r e d  f o r  s a l e .  I t  i s  a n n o u n c e d  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r ,  

b u t  we a l s o  announce  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  T e a  A s s o c i a t i o n  and 

t h o s e  p e o p l e  w i s h i n g  t h e  t i n s  o f  t h e s t a n d a r d s ,  w r i t e  h e r e  

and  o r d e r  t h o s e  s t a n d a r d s  t h e y  w i s h  and we send them o u t .  

Somet imes we h a v e  t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  somebody t o  p a c k  i t .  

A t  l e a s t  on  one o c c a s i o n ,  w e ' v e  had t o  do t h e  p a c k i n g  h e r e  



o u r s e l v e s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  w h o l e  p l a c e  was c o v e r e d  w i t h  c h e s t s  

and  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  a n d  we g o t  a  f e w  comments f r o m  p e o p l e  

c o m i n g  t h r o u g h ,  a b o u t  t h e  way t h e  p l a c e  l o o k e d .  

FL: A b o u t  how many p e o p l e  w i l l  o r d e r  s t a n d a r d s ?  

R D :  These  days  n o t  as  much as t h e y  u s e d  t o .  I t  u s e d  t o  be  

t h a t  t h e y  a l l  o f  t h e m  w e r e  v e r y  g o o d  a t  s e e i n g  t h a t  a1 1  o f  

t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  s u p p l i e r s  g o t  t i n s  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e y  

w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  L a t e l y ,  t h e y  h a v e  b e -  

come more  p a r s i m o n i o u s  and t h e y ' l l  b u y  one o r  t w o  t i n s  and 

t h e y ' l l  make u p  l i t t l e  p a c k a g e s  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  s e n d  

o u t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  s e n d i n g  t h e  w h o l e  t i n .  So, t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t  

f e w  y e a r s  we h a v e n ' t  h a d  as many s a l e s  as  we u s e d  t o .  

FL :  So, t h e  s t a n d a r d s  a r e  n o t  o n l y  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  c u s t o m e r s  

i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  who a r e  b u y i n g  t e a ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  t h e  s u p p l i -  

e r s  a b r o a d  who a r e  s h i p p i n g ?  

R D :  Yes, t h a t  i s  r i g h t .  T h a t  i s  a n o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  I c a n ' t  

a l w a y s  g e t  a c r o s s  t o  p e o p l e  who a r e  more  o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d s  

r e g u l a r  Food a n d  D r u g  p r o d u c t s ,  t h a t  t h e  Tea  A c t  h a s  a 

s t a n d a r d  w h i c h  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s u p p l i e r  o v e r s e a s .  These  

s u p p l i e r s  know t h a t  t h e  t e a s  m u s t  mee t  t h a t  s t a n d a r d  and 

t h a t  each  t e a  t h a t  comes i n  i s  g o i n g  t o  be  i n s p e c t e d .  So, 

i t  w o u l d  b e  r a t h e r  f o o l h a r d y  f o r  t h e m  t o  d e l i b e r a t e l y  s h i p  a 

s u b s t a n d a r d  t e a .  Somet imes  t h e y  may t a k e  a c h a n c e  on one 

t h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  i s  b o r d e r l i n e ,  b u t  o r d i n a r i l y  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  

s u r e  t h a t  t h e i r  t e a  m e t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  b e f o r e  t h e y  s h i p p e d  i t  



b e c a u s e  i t  g e t s  v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  t o  h a v e  i t  r e s h i p p e d  b a c k  o r  

d e s t r o y e d ,  w h i c h  c a n  happen .  

F L :  I t h o u g h t  t h e r e  t h a t  I was g o i n g  t o  ask a  q u e s t i o n .  

Now w h a t  was i t ?  

R D :  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  t h o s e  t h i n g s  makes t h e  r e j e c -  

t i o n  r a t e  o f  t e a . . .  

F L :  Yes.  L e t ' s  g e t  t h a t  o n  t h e  r e c o r d .  

R D :  OK .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  t h i s  s t a n d a r d  t o  c o m p a r e  

and  as  I s a y  i t  w o u l d  be  f o o l h a r d y  f o r  them t o  s h i p  o u t  a 

s u b s t a n d a r d  t e a  w h i c h  t h e y  knew was g o i n g  t o  b e  e x a m i n e d  

when i t  g o t  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  So, m o s t  o f  t h e  t e a  t h a t  comes 

i n  i s  e q u a l  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d s .  I n  f a c t ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  

i t .  Many o f  o u r  r e j e c t i o n s ,  when we d o  h a v e  r e j e c t i o n s ,  a r e  

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  damage o r  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t r a n s i t .  

T h a t  was one  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  b r o u g h t  up  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  Tea  A c t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  a p p l y  a 

c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  c r i t e r i a  t o  t h e  s m a l l  amount  o f  r e j e c t i o n s .  

They  s a i d ,  "You o n l y  r e j e c t  t h a t  much." W e l l  t h e  t h i n g  

a b o u t  i t  i s ,  i f  y o u  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  Tea  A c t  t h e n  y o u ' v e  g o t  a  

c a s e  o f  w h e r e  somebody i s  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  c h a n c e s .  I f  t h e y  

h a v e  a p o o r  t e a ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  be  r e j e c t e d  

o r  n o t ,  and t h e y  d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  i t  w o u l d  be s a m p l e d  o r  

n o t ,  and t h e y  may be  t e m p t e d  t o  s h i p  i t .  So, i t  w o u l d  make 

a d i f f e r e n c e .  



T h a t  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  amount  o f  

t e a  t h a t  i s  r e j e c t e d .  F r e q u e n t l y ,  i n  f a c t  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  

m o s t  o f  t h e  r e j e c t i o n s  t h a t  we h a d  a r e  d u e  t o  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  

happens  t o  t h e  t e a  i n  t r a n s i t .  Now, t e a  i s  a v e r y  s e n s i t i v e  

m a t e r i a l .  I f  y o u  g e t  t o o  much m o i s t u r e  i n  i t ,  i t  i s  v e r y  

good  a t  g r o w i n g  m o l d ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  I n  f a c t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  

some o f  t h e  m e d i a  t h e y  u s e  f o r  g r o w i n g  m o l d ,  h a v e  a  t e a  

b a s e .  B e s i d e s  t h a t ,  t e a  a l s o  p i c k s  up  f o r e i g n  f l a v o r s  v e r y  

e a s i l y .  U n t i l  we h a d  t h e  f l a v o r e d  t e a  and  t h e  s c e n t e d  t e a  

s t a n d a r d ,  we w o u l d  r e j e c t  t e a s  t h a t  p i c k e d  up an o r a n g e  

f l a v o r  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  We h a v e  h a d  o n e  c a s e  w h e r e  t h e  t e a  was 

s h i p p e d  w i t h  some o r a n g e s  and  i t  p i c k e d  up t h e  f l a v o r  and  

was r e j e c t e d .  

T h e r e  i s  a s t o r y  a b o u t  t h a t  t o o .  The p e r s o n  who b o u g h t  

t h e  t e a  d e c i d e d  t h a t  maybe p e o p l e  w o u l d  l i k e  f l a v o r e d  t e a s  

and d u r i n g  t h e  ' 6 0 s  a n d  ' 7 0 s  t h e y  s t a r t e d  b r i n g i n g  i n  t e a s  

t h a t  w e r e  f l a v o r e d  t h a t  way. However ,  we w o u l d  r e j e c t  t hem 

as c o n t a i n i n g  f o r e i g n  f l a v o r  u n t i l  a l o n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 7 0 s  

we had a l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  l e g a l  p e o p l e  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  t h a t  we 

c o u l d n ' t  r e j e c t  i t  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w e r e  f l a -

v o r i n g  t h e  t e a s  t h e  same way and s e l l i n g  them h e r e  on t h i s  

m a r k e t .  T h e y  s a i d  we w e r e  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r -  

e i g n  s u p p l i e r s .  

F L :  So l o n g  as  i t  were . . .  

R D :  So we s e t  u p  t w o  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  



o n e  o f  them f o r  s c e n t e d  t e a s ,  w h i c h  j u s t  h a v e  t h e  f l a v o r  i n  

them,  and one  f o r  s p i c e d  t e a s  w h i c h  h a v e  t h i n g s  l i k e  v a r i o u s  

s p i c e s ,  c inammon s t i c k ,  c l o v e s ,  o r a n g e  p e e l ,  l e m o n  p e e l ,  o r  

s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  T h e y  h a v e  become a f a i r l y  l a r g e  i t e m  

i n  t h e  t e a  m a r k e t .  

FL:  Bob, do y o u  h a v e  any  i n f o r m a t i o n  as t o  why t h e  Tea A c t  

was p a s s e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  As t o  wha t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  

w e r e  t h a t  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h a t  l a w .  

R D :  I t  i s  a l l  s e c o n d  hand.  The way I u n d e r s t o o d  i t  was 

t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  m o s t  o f  t h e  t e a  i n  t h e  w o r l d  was c o n t r o l l e d  

b y  t w o  n a t i o n s ,  C h i n a  and G r e a t  B r i t i a n .  S i n c e  t h e  B r i t i s h  

d r a n k  a l o t  o f  t e a ,  t h e y  w o u l d  p i c k  t h e  b e s t  t e a s  and t h e n  a 

l o t  o f  t i m e s  when t h e y  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  d i d n ' t  w a n t ,  t h a t  

was l e f t  o v e r ,  o r  maybe e v e n  damaged o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  t h e y  

w o u l d  f i l l  t h e  o r d e r  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h  some o f  

t h a t  t e a .  Because  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  t w o  p l a c e s  t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  

t h e  t e a ,  t h e  U . S .  i m p o r t e r s  c o u l d n ' t  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  

t u r n  i t  down a n d  go somewhere  e l s e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w o u l d  g e t  

t h e  same t r e a t m e n t  t h e r e .  So, t h e  t r a d e  i t s e l f  g o t  t o g e t h e r  

a n d  t h e y  p e t i t i o n e d  C o n g r e s s  t o  p a s s  a l a w  w h i c h  a c t u a l l y  

w o u l d  p r o t e c t  them. O f  c o u r s e ,  i t  p r o t e c t e d  t h e  consumer ,  

t o o ,  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n .  

A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b e f o r e  t h i s  A c t  w e n t  i n t o  e f f e c t ,  t h e s e  

b a d  t e a s  t h a t  w e r e  c o m i n g  i n t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w e r e . . .  W e l l ,  

p e o p l e  r e c o g n i z e d  them as  bad t e a s  and t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  b u y  



them. The  t e a  i m p o r t e r s  w e r e  g o i n g  i n t o  b a n k r u p t c y .  So, 

t h e y  a s k e d  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  be  p r o t e c t e d  b y  s e t t i n g  up a s t a n d -

a r d  and i n  t h a t  way t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  a  r e a s o n  f o r  t u r n i n g  

down t h e  t e a  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  l e g a l l y  f e a s i b l e .  The g o v e r n -

men t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w o u l d  n o t  a l l o w  them t o  t a k e  t h o s e  

t e a s .  I t h i n k  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  A c t  w e n t  i n t o  e f f e c t  i n  

1 8 8 3  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  1 8 9 7 .  I t  was c h a n g e d  t h e n  b e c a u s e  

i t  w a s n ' t  w o r k i n g  t h e  way t h e y  mean t  f o r  i t  t o  be .  I t  b e -

came v e r y  e r r a t i c .  A t e a  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  p a s s e d  i n  one p l a c e  

and i n  a n o t h e r  p l a c e  i t  w o u l d n ' t  b e  p a s s e d .  The new a c t  

p r o v i d e d  f o r  s t a n d a r d  s a m p l e s  wh i c h  w e r e  f u r n i s h e d  t o  each  

p o r t .  

I h a d  a  p a p e r  o n  t h a t ,  t h e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  and L e g i s l  a- 

t i v e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  1 8 9 7  A c t  b u t  I d o n ' t  

h a v e  i t  now and I h a v e n ' t  been  a b l e  t o  f i n d  i t .  E s s e n t i a l -

l y  t h a t  i s  w h a t  t h e y  s a i d .  T h a t  t h e y  w a n t e d  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  

w o u l d  be  u n i f o r m l y  e n f o r c e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  O f  

c o u r s e ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  remember,  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  t o o ,  i t  was n o t  

l i k e  t o d a y .  We've g o t  a l l  o f  t h e  t e l e p h o n e s ,  t e l e g r a p h s  and 

e v e r y t h i n g  and a l s o  h i g h  s p e e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  I n  t h o s e  

d a y s  t o  go  t o  San F r a n c i s c o ,  was a w e e k ' s  j o u r n e y .  You 

d i d n ' t  u s e  t e l e p h o n e s  l i k e  t h e y  u s e  t o d a y .  I t  was s o m e t h i n g  

t h a t  y o u  s a t  down and  c o n s i d e r e d  as  t o  w h e t h e r  y o u  w o u l d  

make a l o n g  d i s t a n c e  c a l l .  

T h a t  r e m i n d s  me o f  when I was i n  C h i n a .  The  C h i n e s e  



who w e r e  my h o s t s ,  we re  members o f  t h e  T e a  C o o p e r a t i v e  

t h e r e .  E v e r y  t i m e  t h a t  I w o u l d  ask  a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g ,  o r  

c o u l d  I g o  h e r e  o r  go t h e r e ,  i f  I were  n o t  i n  B e i j i n g  t h e y  

w o u l d  h a v e  t o  c a l l  B e i j i n g  and ask  w h e t h e r  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  

a p p r o v e d  o r  n o t .  They u s e d  t o  t a l k  a r o u n d  and d i s c u s s  i t  a 

l o n g  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e y  w o u l d  make t h e  a c t u a l  c a l  1 .  I i m a g i n e  

i t  was t h e  same way i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  back i n  t h o s e  days ,  

w h e t h e r  i t  was i m p o r t a n t  enough  t o  make a t e l e p h o n e  c a l l .  

FL :  When d i d  y o u  go t o  C h i n a ?  

R D :  I t h i n k  i n  1 9 7 9  and t h e n  a g a i n  i n  1982 .  I g o t  t o  make 

t h e s e  t r i p s  t o  t h e  t e a  p r o d u c i n g  c o u n t r i e s  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  

I was AOAC ( A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  O f f i c i a l  A n a l y t i c a l  C h e m i s t s )  

G e n e r a l  R e f e r e e  f o r  t e a  and  c o f f e e  p r o d u c t s .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  

an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a l l e d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t a n -  

d a r d s  O r g a n i z a t i o n .  A O A C  had been d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  them 

a b o u t  m e s h i n g  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  t w o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  So, 

i t  came t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  I w o u l d  do me thods  t h a t  m i g h t  be 

a s k e d  f o r  t h e  I S O ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t a n d a r d s  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a s  

w e l l  as A O A C .  As a r e s u l t ,  I a s k e d  t o  a t t e n d  one o f  t h e s e  

I S 0  m e e t i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  h e l d  e v e r y  y e a r  and  h a l f  o r  so i n  t h e  

v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  i t  i s  i n  one  o f  t h e  t e a  

p r o d u c i n g  c o u n t r i e s .  I t  was a p p r o v e d  much t o  my s u r p r i s e .  

So, I h a v e  been a b l e  s i n c e  t h e n  t o  v i s i t  C e y l o n  and I n d i a ,  

as w e l l  as C h i n a .  Even l a s t  y e a r  t h e y  h e l d  a m e e t i n g  i n  

H u n g a r y  t o  b r i n g  i t  t o  t h e  West.  They t h o u g h t  t h e y  w o u l d  



g e t  a g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p e o p l e  f r o m  E u r o p e  t o  come. 

T h i s  y e a r ,  p e r h a p s ,  i t  i s  g o i n g  t o  be  h e l d  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  

I am n o t  s u r e .  I know t h e y  have  been  a s k e d  and I t h i n k  i f  

t h e y  c a n  work  up  t h e  money t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  i t  h e r e .  

F L :  Do o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  i m p o r t  t e a  h a v e  s i m i l a r  k i n d s  

o f  r e g u l a t i o n s ?  

R D :  No. The Tea  Ac t i n  t h e  U . S .  i s  u n i q u e .  The o t h e r  

c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  ... I t h i n k  Canada u s e d  t o  

h a v e  a somewhat  s i m i l a r  a c t  b u t  t h e y  b a s e d  i t  on a p r i c e  

r a t h e r  t h a n  on an a c t u a l  s t a n d a r d .  O f  c o u r s e ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  

3 0  y e a r s  t h e  p r i c e s  have gone way up, so t h a t  t h e  l a w  n e v e r  

comes i n t o  e f f e c t  b e c a u s e  I t h i n k  t h e y  b a s e d  i t  on a 2 5  o r  

304 p r i c e .  Nobody has  s u c h  t e a s  anymore .  I n  f a c t  i t  used  

t o  be  t h a t  whenever  we s o l d  t e a  t o  Canada,  t h e  C a n a d i a n s  

w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a chop l i s t  w i t h  t h e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  

had been  c a r r i e d  o u t  and t h a t  t h e  t e a  h a d  been f o u n d  t o  b e  

p a s s a b l e  u n d e r  o u r  r e g u l a t i o n s .  Now t h e y  d o n ' t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  

anymore .  I h a v e  an i d e a  t h a t  t h e  l a w  i s  more o r  l e s s  i g -

n o r e d ,  even  i f  i t  i s  s t i l l  i n  e f f e c t .  I t  may have been r e -

p e a l e d ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

E v e n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  w h i c h  i s  a b i g  t e a  c o n s u m i n g  a r e a ,  

has  c e r t a i n  s t a n d a r d s  as t o  t h e  amount  of  c o p p e r  o r  some-

t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e y  d o n ' t  have  a  b a s i c  q u a l i t y  s t a n -

d a r d .  

I n c i d e n t i a l l y ,  c o p p e r  i s  one o f  t h e  t r a c e  m e t a l s  t h a t  



i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t e a  g r o w t h ,  f o r  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  t e a  

p l a n t s ,  so y o u  do g e t  some c o p p e r  i n  t h a t .  They  a l s o  u s e  i t  

t o  s p r a y  f o r  c e r t a i n  m o l d s ,  o r  o t h e r  f u n g i .  So s o m e t i m e s  

t h e y  g e t  t o o  much c o p p e r  i n  t h e  t e a .  

FL :  They s p r a y  t h e  t r e e s ?  

R D :  Yes, t h e y  s p r a y  t h e  t r e e s  o r  b u s h e s .  T h a t  i s  a n o t h e r  

t h i n g ,  t o o .  We have some q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h i s  s p r a y i n g  o f  

t h e  t e a  p l a n t .  

I n  g e n e r a l  t h e  t e a  p l a n t  i s  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  way t h a t  

t h e  t e a  i s  m a n u f a c t u r e d .  The t e a  i s  m a n u f a c t u r e d  o n l y  f r o m  

t h e  t i p  l e a v e s ,  wha t  t h e y  c a l l  t h e  l e a v e s  t h a t  a r e  f l u s h i n g ,  

t h a t  i s  t h e  n e w l y  f o r m e d  l e a v e s .  They  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  

t h a t  a r e  t e n d e r  enough  t o  be r o l l e d  and t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  manu-

f a c t u r e  o f  t h e  t e a .  A l s o ,  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  amount  o f  

c a f f e i n e  i n  them. They  a l s o  a r e  t h e  o n l y  ones t h a t  h a v e  t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  f l a v o r s  t h a t  y o u  g e t  f r o m  t e a .  I f  y o u  u s e  l e a v e s  

f u r t h e r  down t h e  b r a n c h ,  y o u  d o n ' t  g e t  t h o s e  f l a v o r s .  So, i t  

i s  a f r e s h l y  g rown l e a f  t h a t  t h e y  u s e  f o r  t h e  t e a .  Now, i t  

i s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  ... I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  t h e y  a l w a y s  f o l l o w  

t h r o u g h ,  b u t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  I h a v e  been  t h e y  a l w a y s  

t e l l  me t h a t  t h e y  do n o t  s p r a y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  a b o u t  

t w o  weeks b e f o r e  p l u c k i n g .  T h a t  i s  t h e  ti1me t h e  t e a  l e a f  i s  

f o r m e d .  So, t h a t  y o u  o r d i n a r i l y  w o u l d  n o t  have  a p e s t i c i d e  

o r  f u n g i c i d e  o r  a n y t h i n g  o n  t h e  l e a f  i t s e l f, u n l e s s  maybe i t  

was a s y s t e m i c  t h i n g ,  o r  maybe t h e  w i n d  b l ew a l i t t l e  b i t .  



So t h a t  we r a r e l y  g e t  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  on t h e  t e a .  

R i g h t  now, t h e y  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a  DAL ( D e f e c t  A c t i o n  

L e v e l )  f o r  i n s e c t  f r a g m e n t s  i n  t e a ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know how f a r  

i t  i s  g o i n g  t o  g e t .  The t e a  i t s e l f  i s  p l u c k e d  and a b o u t  t h e  

o n l y  i n s e c t s  t h a t  a r e  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  f r e s h  l e a f  a r e  t h i n g s  

l i k e  t h r i p s  and a p h i d s  w h i c h  a r e  f i e l d  i n f e s t a t i o n .  As f a r  

as  I know, t h e r e  i s  no w a r e h o u s e  i n s e c t  w h i c h  w i l l  a t t a c k  

t e a .  T h e y  j u s t  s t a y  away f r o m  i t .  The o n l y  t i m e  we h a v e  

a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  w o u l d  be t h e  wood b o r e r s  t h a t  go t h r o u g h  t h e  

c h e s t s .  T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  t h a t  e a t s  t h e  t e a .  So, t h e r e  a r e  

v e r y  s m a l l  amounts  o f  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  t h r i p s  and 

a p h i d s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  a t t a c k  t h e  

t e a  b u t  t h e y  a r e  k e p t  a t  b a y  w i t h  s p r a y .  As I s a i d ,  t h e y  

s t o p  t h e  s p r a y  b e f o r e  t h e  p l u c k i n g .  

F L :  I r e c a l l  t h a t  when I was h e r e  a t  New Y o r k  i n  t h e  l a t e  

1 9 5 0 1 s ,  we h a d  an i n c i d e n t  i n v o 1  v i n g  p o s s i b l e  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  

o f  t e a s  w i t h  r a d i o a c t i v e  s t r o n t i u m  90, I b e l i e v e ,  r e s u l t i n g  

f r o m  a t m o s p h e r i c  t e s t i n g  o f  nuc l e a r  weapons a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Do y o u  remember t h a t ?  

R D :  Yes, we d i d  h a v e  s u c h  an i n c i d e n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I 

h a p p e n e d  t o  come on i t  b e c a u s e  I h a d  known some p e o p l e  t h a t  

w o r k e d  f o r  Customs down o n  t h e  p i e r s  and t h e y  a l w a y s  c h e c k e d  

t h e  p i e r s ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  f o r  r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i  a1 and. .  . They  

were  c h e c k i n g  t h e s e  and  t h e y  c a l l e d  me up and t o l d  me t h a t  

t h e y  f o u n d  a t e a  t h a t  was v e r y  h i g h  i n  s t r o n t i u m ,  r a t h e r  a 



v e r y  h i g h  c o u n t .  They  d i d n ' t  s a y  s t r o n t i u m ,  t h a t  came o u t  

l a t e r .  So, I n o t i f i e d  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  o f f i c e  t h e r e ,  M r .  

H e r r m a n n .  I w e n t  o v e r  w i t h  a  G e i g e r  c o u n t e r  t o  t h e  w a r e -

h o u s e ,  ( I  t h i n k  i t  was T e t l e y  T e a )  w h e r e  some J a v a  t e a s  w e r e  

s t o r e d .  S u r e  enough  t h e y  d i d  h a v e  a v e r y  h i g h  c o u n t .  So, 

t h o s e  t e a s  were  l a t e r  s a m p l e d  and c h e c k e d  o u t .  I n  t h e  

m e a n t i m e  T e t l  e y  when t h e y  h e a r d  " r a d i o a c t i v e , "  d i d n ' t  w a n t  

a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  i t  and  p i c k e d  up  t h e  t e a  and s h i p p e d  i t  

o u t .  The o n l y  t r o u b l e  was t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  t o  n o t i f y  

Customs w h a t  t h e y  were  d o i n g  and, I t h i n k ,  t h e y  ended  up b y  

p a y i n g  a  bond  p e n a l t y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  r e d e l i v e r  t h e  

t e a .  T h a t  t e a  had  b e e n  g r o w n  o n  t h e  s o u t h  c o a s t  o f  J a v a .  

T h e r e  was weapons t e s t i n g  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  A u s t r a l i a  and t h e  

w e s t e r l y  w i n d s  h a d  b l o w n  t h e  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o v e r  t o  t h e  t h e  

s o u t h  c o a s t  o f  J a v a  where  t h e s e  t e a s  w e r e  g r o w n .  I t  t u r n e d  

o u t  l a t e r ,  t o o ,  t e a  was v e r y  good  a t  p i c k i n g  up  c e r t a i n  

r a d i o a c t i v e  i s o t o p e s .  L a t e r  on  t h e  r a d i o a c t i v i t y  t u r n e d  up 

i n  t e a  c o m i n g  i n  f r o m  J a p a n  w h i c h  a p p a r e n t l y  was t h e  r e s u l t  

o f  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  R u s s i a n  t e s t i n g .  

We h a d  p r a c t i c a l l y  a g e n e r a l  a l e r t  on t h a t  b a s i s  b e -  

c a u s e  one s h i p  came i n  w i t h  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  c h e s t s  o f  t h i s  

J a p a n e s e  t e a  on  i t .  I d i d n ' t  r e j e c t  i t ,  i t  was t u r n e d  o v e r  

c o m p l e t e l y  t o  t h e  Food  and D r u g  I n s p e c t o r s  who i n  t u r n  s e n t  

t h e i r  s a m p l e s  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  f o r  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h e r e  b y  



t h e .  . . I t h i n k  we h a d  a c o u p l e  o f  r a d i o a c t i v e  e x p e r t s  a t  

t h a t  t i m e .  

FL :  I t  r e s u l t e d ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e n  i n  a g e n e r a l  p r o g r a m  o f  

t e s t i n g  n o t  o n l y  t e a  b u t  a l l  s o r t s  of i m p o r t a t i o n s  a n d  d o -  

m e s t i c  p r o d u c t s ,  t o o ,  f o r  p r e s e n c e  o f  r a d i o a c t i v e  s t r o n t i u m ,  

f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  u n t i l  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  was p r e t t y  w e l l  

c l e a r e d  and p e o p l e  q u i t  s h o o t i n g  o f f  n u c l e a r  d e v i c e s  i n  t h e  

open  a i r .  

RD: W e l l ,  t h e r e  was some J a p a n e s e  who c l a i m e d  t h a t  b y  

d r i n k i n g  g r e e n  t e a ,  t h e  b o d y  w o u l d  b e  r i d  o f  c o n t a m i n a n t s  

( o f  c o u r s e ,  J a p a n  p r o d u c e s  m o s t l y  g r e e n  t e a ) .  Because  t h e s e  

i s o t o p e s  were  p i c k e d  u p  so e a s i l y  b y  t e a ,  h e  s a i d ,  " T h a t  y o u  

d r i n k  g r e e n  t e a  and  y o u  w o u l d  f l u s h  t h e m  o u t  o f  y o u r  b o d y  

i n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g  t h e m  g o  i n t o  b o n e  l i k e  t h e y  d i d " .  I n e v e r  

d i d  s e e  a n y  m o r e  o f  h i s  r e s u l t s  b u t  h e  h a d  c r e a t e d  q u i t e  a 

s e n s a t i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

FL :  Bob, w h a t  i s  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n ?  How many Tea  Exam- 
<, 

i n e r s  a r e  t h e r e  now? 

- R D :  R i g h t  now we o n l y  h a v e  m y s e l f  a n d  M i s s  L i m  h e r e  i n  New 

Y o r k  a n d  Jim B a r n e t t  who i s  i n  New O r l e a n s .  He wen t  down 

t h e r e  t o  New O r l e a n s  as  a r e s u l t  o f  a r e q u e s t  t h r o u g h  some 

o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  p e o p l e  t h a t  a T e a  E x a m i n e r  be e s t a b -  

l i s h e d  i n  New O r l e a n s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  t h e  

t e a . .  . a  l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  t e a  was a c t u a l l y  c o m i n g  i n  

t h r o u g h  New O r l e a n s  b e c a u s e  t h e  i n s t a n t  t e a  was b e i n g  deve  



-- 

oped t h e n  and b o t h  L i p t o n  and N e s t l e  s e t  up t h e i r  p l a n t s  

i n . .  . L i p t o n  i n  Independence,  M i s s o u r i  and N e s t l e  i n  

I l l i n o i s .  So, q u i t e  a b i t  o f  t h a t  t e a  came i n t o  New O r l e a n s  

and "p t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h o s e  p l a n t s .  

However, by  t h e  t i m e  J i m  B a r n e t t  g o t  down t o  New 

O r l e a n s  t h i n g s  had changed because t h e  s t e a m s h i p  company 

s t a r t e d  i s s u i n g  b i l l s  o f  l a d i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  an i n l a n d  p o r t .  

So, t h e  t e a  s t o p p e d  b e i n g  e n t e r e d  i n  Flew O r l e a n s ,  and went 

d i r e c t l y  t o  Independence,  M i s s o u r i  o r  t o  S t .  L o u i s  and t h e  

t e a  no l o n g e r  went t h r o u g h  t h a t  p o r t .  Some o f  t h e  o t h e r  

t e a s  t h a t  had been e n t e r e d  a t  New O r l e a n s  were d i v e r t e d  t o  

o t h e r  p o r t s .  One company o v e r  i n  A t l a n t a ,  t h e  S o u t h e r n  Tea 

Cpmpany, had used New O r l e a n s .  I n  t h e  meant ime t h e  p e o p l e  

i n  Savannah, G e o r g i a  had d e c i d e d  t h e y  must meet t h e  c o m p e t i -  

t i o n  and t h e y  s e t  up an i n s p e c t i o n  bu reau  o r  s a m p l i n g  bu reau  

and s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  wou ld  g i v e  them a l l  t h i s  s e r v i c e  t h e r e ,  

w h i c h  t h e y  d i d  n o t  have i n  New O r l e a n s .  Savannah i s  a l s o  a 

who le  l o t  c l o s e r  t o  A t l a n t a  t h a n  New O r l e a n s .  So, t h e y  

s t a r t e d  b r i n g i n g  i n  a1 1  o f  t h e i r  t e a  t h r u  Savannah. New 

O r l e a n s  was l e f t  w i t h  a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  amount o f  i m p o r t  

t e a .  

I n  t h e  meant ime we had  had s i t u a t i o n s  by wh i ch  San 

F r a n c i s c o  and B o s t o n  had been g e t t i n g  l e s s  and l e s s  t e a  and 

f i n a l l y  t h e y  d e c i d e d  t o  l e t  b o t h  o f  t h o s e  p o r t s  go, t h e  Tea 

Examine r  t h e r e  c o u l d  be d ropped  and a l l  t e a  w o u l d  be h a n d l e d  



b e t w e e n  New Y o r k  and New O r l e a n s .  

Now, a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  i n  New Y o r k  we do t h e  A t l a n t i c  

c o a s t ,  i n c l u d i n g  New E n g l a n d ,  and t h e  C a n a d i a n  b o r d e r  a l l  

t h e  way o u t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  s t a t e  a n d  Oregon.  The r e s t  o f  t h e  

c o u n t r y ,  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  J i m  B a r n e t t  h a n d l e s  i n  

New O r l e a n s .  He a l s o  g e t s  t h e  t e a s  f r o m  San F r a n c i s c o  and  

L o s  A n g e l e s ,  and i n  a d d i t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he moved 

down t h e  G e n e r a l  Tea C o r p o r a t i o n  opened  up a p l a n t  i n  

D e n v e r .  They g e t  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  t e a  g o i n g  up t h e r e  and he  

h a n d l e s  i t .  Be tween  u s  we h a n d l e  q u i t e  a b i t  more  t e a  t h a n  

t h e r e  u s e d  t o  be b e c a u s e  o f  i n c r e a s e d  i m p o r t s ,  i n  f a c t ,  

a l m o s t  d o u b l e d .  Samples  a r e  m o s t l y  s u b m i t t e d  b y  m a i l  now. 

F L :  I g u e s s  t h e  T e a  E x a m i n e r s  a t  B o s t o n  and San F r a n c i s c o  

r e t i r e d  t o o  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

RD: W e l l ,  no.  You see, one of t h e  e x a m i n e r s  i n  B o s t o n ,  he  

was t h e  f i s h  s m e l l e r  t o o  a n d  h e  h a d  p l e n t y  t o  do anyway.  

So, i t  d i d n ' t  e f f e c t  h i m  v e r y  much and t h e  man i n  San F r a n -  

c i s c o ... W e l l ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  Tony  D a l y  who was t h e  

e x a m i n e r  t h e r e  r e t i r e d  and t h e  j o b  was t a k e n  o v e r  b y  J o h n  

Newton.  J o h n  Newton i s  a l s o  a d r u g  c h e m i s t  so he  d i d n ' t  

s u f f e r  f o r  l a c k  o f  work a f t e r  t h e y  c u t  down t h a t  o f f i c e .  

FL :  I t h i n k  w e ' v e  g o t  a  p r e t t y  good p i c t u r e  now, u n l e s s  

t h e r e  a r e  some t h i n g s  t h a t  y o u  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h a t  o u g h t  t o  be 

d i s c u s s e d  h e r e ?  

R D :  I c a n ' t  t h i n k . .  . I h a d  some t h i n g s . .  . I made up a 



l i s t  i n  my m i n d  t h i s  m o r n i n g  and t h e n  when I came i n  some-

b o d y  c a l l e d  a b o u t  t h e s e  i n v o i c e s ,  s o  I f i g u r e d  I ' d  b e t t e r  

g e t  t h o s e  o u t  o f  t h e  way and t h e n  I f o r g o t  a l l  a b o u t  i t .  I 

n e v e r  w r o t e  i t  down. 

FL: I saw s o m e t h i n g  i n  an o l d  r e c o r d ,  somewhere, r e c e n t l y ,  

a b o u t  t w o  p e o p l e  b e i n g  a p p o i n t e d  as c o f f e e  e x p e r t s .  I t  

sounded  as i f  t h e y  were  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  t r a d e ,  who p e r h a p s  

w o r k e d  p a r t  t i m e .  D i d  we e v e r  h a v e  a p r o g r a m  o f  t h a t  s o r t ?  

R D :  No. You see. .. 
FL :  T h i s  was b a c k  i n  t h e  ' 2 0 s .  

RD: T h e r e  i s  no  a c t . .  . 
FL: I t  w o u l d  h a v e  been u n d e r  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  A c t .  

R D :  T h e r e  i s  no A c t  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  Tea  A c t  f o r  c o f -

f e e .  A l t h o u g h  a t  o n e  t i m e  t h e y  w e r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i t  b u t  

t h e y  g o t  t o  a r g u i n g .  The c o f f e e  t r a d e  i s  much l a r g e r  t h a n  

t h e  t e a  t r a d e  a n d  t h e y  f o u n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  an a g r e e -

men t  among a l l  o f  t h o s e  p e o p l e .  I t  t u r n e d  i n t o  n o t h i n g .  

You know, H e i n i e  L e p p e r  was t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  c o f f e e  e x p e r t .  

He s e t  up  a m e t h o d  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n  w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  t h e  me thods  

t h a t  were  u s e d  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  We s t i l l  r e f e r  back  t o  h i s  

p a p e r .  I n  t h e  Food C o n t r o l  s t a t e m e n t s  he  d e s c r i b e s  how t o  

examine  c o f f e e .  

FL: T h a t ' s  r e a l l y  l o o k i n g  more  a t  t h e  beans  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  

d e f e c t s ?  

R D :  Yes. R i g h t .  The  t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  i s ,  he  s e t  i t  up and 



e s t a b l i s h e d  a min imum w h i c h  t h e  c o f f e e  t r a d e  was u s i n g  a t  


t h a t  t i m e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  C o f f e e  a n d  S u g a r  E x c h a n g e .  The o n l y  


t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  was t h a t  i n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  i n  t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  


t h e n ,  t h e  C o f f e e  Exchange  has  r a i s e d  t h e i r . .  . 

F L :  T h e i r  s t a n d a r d . . .  

RD: T h e i r  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d  a  c o u p l e  o f  t i m e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  


Food  and D r u g  s t i l l  u s e s  t h o s e  g u i d e l i n e s  o f  1 9 3 0 .  


FL :  Number 1 2  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  


RD: Yes. 


F L :  I remember  t h a t .  


RD: So, we d o n ' t  do  much w i t h  c o f f e e  a t  a l l  e x c e p t .  .. 

FL:  I b e l i e v e  maybe a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  t h e y  were  s t i l l  


l a b e l i n g  c o f f e e  as, t h e  b l e n d ,  as  t o  mocha, J a v a ,  e t c .  


R D :  W e l l ,  t h e y  m i g h t  h a v e  been now. They  d i d  h a v e  b e s i d e s  


H e i n i e  L e p p e r ,  t h e r e  were  a c o u p l e  o f  c o f f e e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  


Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  Corps ,  who e x a m i n e d  c o f f e e s  f o r  t h e  Q u a r t e r -  


m a s t e r .  They  were, I t h i n k ,  m o r e  o r  l e s s  on a c o n s u l t a n t  


b a s i s  a n d  I t h i n k  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  t o o  w o r k e d  


u p  a. .. 

FL :  T h a t  was t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  I h a d  f r o m  t h i s .  I t  was a n  


a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  o l d  Food  and  D r u g  R e v i e w  a b o u t  t h e s e  guys  


b e i n g  a p p o i n t e d .  I g o t  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h e y  were  t r a d e  


e x p e r t s .  


RD: W e l l ,  t h a t  i s  p r o b a b l y  what  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e y . .  


FL :  They maybe w o r k e d  f o r  us on p e r  d i e m  b a s i s .  




R D :  Yes, t h e y  d i d  do  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  n o t  o n l y  Food and 

Drug  b u t  t h e  Armed F o r c e s  o n  c o f f e e .  I t h i n k  t h e y  s t i l l  d o  

I t h i n k  t h e y  s t i l l  t u r n  t h e i r  c o f f e e  p u r c h a s e s  o v e r  t o  a 

p a n e1  f r o m  t h e  t r a d e .  

A s i d e  f r o m  y o u r  r e g u l a r  exam i n a t i o n  o f  t e a s ,  as t h e y  

come i n ,  do y o u  do a n y  o t h e r  s o r t  o f  t e a  t e s t i n g ,  t o o ?  

R D :  Yes, we do t h e  t e a  t e s t i n g  f o r  t h e  D e f e n s e  D e p a r t m e n t  

u n d e r  a c o n t r a c t  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  e x c h a n g e  o f  f u n d s  b e t w e e n  

t h e  Food and D r u g  and t h e  D e f e n s e  D e p a r t m e n t .  We examine  

t h e  t e a s  t h a t  a r e  s u b m i t t e d  as b i d  s a m p l e s  b y  t h e  D P S C ,  

t h e  D e f e n s e  P e r s o n n e l  S u p p o r t  C e n t e r .  They  announce a b i d ,  

o r  a n o t i c e  o f  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  p u r c h a s e ,  and when t h e s e  t e a s  

a r e  s u b m i t t e d  a g a i n s t  a s t a n d a r d .  T h e y  u s e  a n o t h e r  s t a n d -

a r d ,  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  U .S .  S t a n d a r d ,  t h e  A-2 M i l i t a r y  

S t a n d a r d .  T h a t  i s  a n o t h e r  p l a c e  w h e r e  we s o m e t i m e s  g e t  

m i x e d  up b e c a  u s e  t h e y  h a v e  a s t a n d a r d  w h i c h  was made up b y  

t h e  T e a  Assoc  i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a t e a  

t h a t  w o u l d  be  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  a l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I t  

i s  c a l l e d  t h e  A-2 s t a n d a r d  and i t  i s  made up o f ,  a c t u a l l y  o f  

a  m i x  o f  5 o r  6 o f  t h e  mos t  w i d e l y  s o l d  t e a s .  They  m i x  i t  

u p  b y  w e i g h t  and  u s e  t h a t  as t h e  A-2 s t a n d a r d .  Now, t h a t  i s  

n o t  t h e  No. 2  s t a n d a r d  t h a t  we u s e d  t o  have ,  w h i c h  was t h e  

b l a c k  t e a  s t a n d a r d ,  t h e r e  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  two,  

p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  q u a 1  i t y .  The A-2 s t a n d a r d  i s  a much b e t t e r  

t e a .  A 1  o t  o f  peop l e  d i d  g e t  c o n f u s e d  b y  t h e  t w o  and 



t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e y  were  i n t e r c h a n g a b l e .  

F L :  T h i s  i s  r e a l l y  an  A r m y  s p e c i f i c a t i o n ?  

R D :  Yes, t h i s  i s  an Army s p e c i f i c a t i o n  and w h e n e v e r  t h e y  

have  a n o t i c e  t o  s u p p l y  samp les ,  o r  f o r  p e o p l e  who a r e  g o i n g  

t o  b i d  on t h e  s u p p l y i n g  t h e  Army w i t h  t h e  t e a ,  t h e y  w i l l  

s u b m i t  s a m p l e s  o f  wha t  t h e y  p r o p o s e  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  Army. 

They  n o t i f y  us and t h e y  send t h e  s a m p l e s  up  h e r e .  Now, we 

h a v e  a p a n e l  o f  Tea C o n s u l t a n t s .  U s u a l l y  we e x a m i n e  t h e  t e a  

b y  p a n e l  r a t h e r  t h a n  b y  a s i n g l e  e x a m i n e r .  You g e t  up i n t o  

q u a l i t y  t e a  and s o m e t i m e s  t h e r e  may be  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  

o p i n i o n  a b o u t  a p a r t i c u l a r  t e a .  So, we have  t h i s  p a n e l .  

U s u a l l y  I c a l l  i n  t w o  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  p a n e l  and m y s e l f .  We 

e x a m i n e  t h e s e  t e a s  and d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  mee t  t h e  A-2 

s t a n d a r d .  Those t h a t  f a i l  t o  mee t  t h e  s t a n d a r d ,  we so n o t e  

and t e l l  t h e  r e a s o n  why t h e y  d o n ' t  mee t  t h e  s t a n d a r d .  We 

g i v e  D P S C  a l i s t  o f  t h e  ones  t h a t  meet  t h e  s t a n d a r d .  The 

p e o p l e  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  t h a t  i s  DPSC, e x a m i n e  t h e  p r i c e s  

s u b m i t t e d  f o r  t h e  t e a s  t h a t  we h a v e  p a s s e d  and t h e y  s e l e c t  

o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  l o w e s t  b i d d e r .  

R D :  We h a v e  h a d  some t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e  t e a  t h a t  was s u p p l i e d  

t o  t h e  Army. I n  one case,  we had a man who s e t  up  a t e a  

p l a n t ,  on  h i s  own, and a p p a r e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  h e  h a d  

a scheme f o r  s u p p l y i n g  a l l  t h e  t e a  t o  t h e  Armed F o r c e s .  

Because  o f  t h e  f a c t  a t  t h a t  . t i m e  many o f  t h e  t i n s  o f  t h e  t e a  

s a m p l e s  t h a t  we r e c e i v e d ,  i n  t h e  b i d s ,  were  n o t  a l w a y s  f u l l ,  



when I e x a m i n e d  t h e  d e l i v e r i e s  o f  t h e  t e a s ,  I m i g h t  r u n  o u t  

o f  a c o m p a r i s o n  samp le ,  s o  I a s k e d  f o r  a s p e c i a l  c o m p a r i s o n  

s a m p l e  f r o m  t h e  t e a  t h a t  w o u l d  be  s u b m i t t e d .  U s u a l l y  t h a t  

was o b t a i n e d  a f t e r  t h e  c o n t r a c t  h a d  been  awarded .  W e l l ,  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  man s u b m i t t e d  a s a m p l e  w h i c h  was c l e a r l y  

above  t h e  s t a n d a r d ,  c l e a r l y  a c c e p t a b l e ,  and h e  s u b m i t t e d ,  a s  

i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  t h e  l o w e s t  b i d .  The l o w e s t  p r i c e .  When I 

g o t  t h e  samp le ,  w h i c h  I r e q u e s t e d  f o r  c o m p a r i s o n  p u r p o s e s ,  I 

f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  t e a  d i d  n o t  m a t c h  h i s  o r i g i n a l  b i d  

s a m p l e .  We t u r n e d  i t  down. I t  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a  1o n g  d r a w n  

o u t  c a s e  i n  w h i c h  he a c c u s e d  me o f  e v e r y t h i n g ,  o f  a c t i n g  f o r  

t h e  b i g  t e a  c a r t e l  and t r y i n g  t o  keep  t h e  p o o r  l i t t l e  b u s i -

n e s s  man f r o m  e a r n i n g  a l i v i n g  and a l l  t h a t .  I t  w e n t  on f o r  

s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  I n  f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  i s  r e a l l y  s e t t l e d  

y e t .  I t  i s  s e t t l e d  as f a r  as  h e  i s  c o n c e r n e d  b e c a u s e  i n  t h e  

m e a n t i m e  h e  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  enough  b u s i n e s s  t o  k e e p  u p . .  . T h a t  

i s  w i t h o u t  t h e  Army b u s i n e s s ,  he  c o u l d n ' t  keep  g o i n g .  He 

d i d  f o r  a w h i l e  s e l l  some t e a s  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t o r e s ,  l o c a l -

l y ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  he  c o u l d n ' t  l i v e  up t o  h i s  c o n t r a c t  t h e r e  

e i t h e r  a n d  I h a v e n ' t  s e e n  a n y  o f  i t  i n  a l o n g ,  l o n g  t i m e .  

I n  f a c t ,  he  i s  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s  now b e c a u s e  he  c o u l d n ' t  keep 

up h i s  p a y m e n t s  and  c o u l d n ' t  keep  h i s  b u s i n e s s  r u n n i n g .  

As a r e s u l t  o f  a l l  o f  t h a t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  now t h e  G A O ,  

( G e n e r a l  A c c o u n t i n g  O f f i c e )  who was c a l l e d  i n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

m a t t e r ,  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  s e t  up  a  p r o c e d u r e  b y  w h i c h  when 



t h e r e  i s  any  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be  a n o t h e r  b o a r d  b a s e d  

somewhat  o n  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Tea A p p e a l s  u n d e r  t h e  Tea A c t .  

T h e y  w i l l  u s e  t h i s  B o a r d  as r e f e r e e  i f  we have an a r g u m e n t ,  

w i t h  t h e  p r o v i d e r  o f  t h e  t e a .  

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e  D P S C  has  g o t t e n  a r o u n d  

t h a t . . .  T h e y  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  a v o i d  t h a t  l o o p h o l e ,  i n  t h a t  

t h e y  r e q u i r e  a t e a  p u r v e y o r ,  when he  s u b m i t s  t e a s  t o  h a v e  

a l l  t i n s  c o m p l e t e l y  f i l l e d .  I f  t h e y  a r e  n o t ,  t h e y  a r e  

a u t o m a t i c a l l y  d i s c a r d e d .  They  a r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  t h e  

b i d .  So, b y  d o i n g  t h a t  t h e y  e l i m i n a t e d  my need  t o  g e t  

a n o t h e r  samp le .  

FL :  Yes. 

R D :  So, now we w i l l  h a v e  t h e  s a m p l e  t h a t  was a c t u a l l y  sub -

m i t t e d  and t h a t  w i l l  b e  t h e  c o m p a r i s o n  s a m p l e  a l s o  f o r  t h e  

t e a  t h a t  i s  e v e n t u a l l y  d e l i v e r e d .  

FL :  Bob, one  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we h a v e  done  on r e c o r d i n g s  

l i k e  t h i s ,  i s  t o  ask  p e o p l e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

Food a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  known.  Now, 

y o u ' v e  a l r e a d y  t o l d  us a b o u t  y o u r  f i r s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  M r .  

C a m p b e l l ,  when y o u  were  b r a n d  new h e r e  i n  New Y o r k .  D i d  y o u  

h a v e  any c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  l i k e  Dunbar ,  

C r a w f o r d ,  a n d  L a r r i c k ?  

R D :  Yes. Back i n  t h o s e  days,  t o o ,  t h e  Food and D r u g  was 

s t i l l  a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  M o s t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  

e i t h e r  knew p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y b o d y  e l s e  o r  i f  t h e y  d i d n ' t  



know them t h e y  knew who t h e y  were .  M o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  up  t h r o u g h  L a r r i c k  w o u l d  come t o  New York  t o  

v i s i t  and t h e y  a l w a y s  came back  t o  s e e  me. They  knew some-

t h i n g  a b o u t  w h a t  I was d o i n g  and t h e y  were  a l w a y s  v e r y  n i c e  

a b o u t  t h a t .  L a r r i c k  e s p e c i a l l y  and C r a w f o r d .  

D r .  Dunbar  came b y  one  t i m e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  D r .  Dunbar  h a d  

a s o r t  o f  a s u s p i c i o u s  n a t u r e  a b o u t  a n y b o d y  who w o u l d  do 

o r g a n o l e p t i c  e x a m i n a t i o n s .  He w a n t e d  t o  see a c h e m i c a l  

e x a m i n a t i o n .  I t h i n k  he  had a p o o r  o p i n i o n  o f  a l l  o r g a n -

o l e p t i c a l  p e o p l e ,  g e n e r a l l y .  Then, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  was M r .  

H a r v e y  who I knew back  i n  San F r a n c i s c o .  

FL: When h e  was C h i e f  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  D i s t r i c t ?  

R D :  Yes, when he  was C h i e f  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  D i s t r i c t .  Now, 

he  was a v e r y  n i c e  man. I a l w a y s  l i k e d  h i m .  One t i m e ,  e v e n  

t h o u g h  he s h o u l d  h a v e  known b e t t e r ,  he  t o l d  me when I was 

c o m p l a i n i n g  a b o u t  t o o  many s a m p l e s ,  "We1 1, why d o n ' t  y o u  

s tamp them o f f . "  Which  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  c a n ' t  do u n d e r  

t h e  Tea A c t .  Y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  e i t h e r  p a s s  t h e m  o r  y o u ' v e  g o t  

t o  r e j e c t  them. 

A l s o ,  t h a t  r e m i n d s  me o f  M r .  H a r v e y  when I f i r s t  w e n t  

t o  San F r a n c i s c o ,  I t h i n k ,  maybe y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  

same s p e e c h .  He t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  em-

p l o y e e ,  t h e  Food and D r u g  employee,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and w h a t  

y o u  c o u l d  e x p e c t  and e v e r y t h i n g .  He s a i d ,  "One t h i n g  t h a t  

y o u  mus t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  as an e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n -



m e n t  y o u  m u s t  remember  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  a l i f e  o f  g e n t e e l  

p o v e r t y " .  

FL :  I remember ,  we g o t  t h a t  same speech  i n  1 9 3 9  when a 

g r o u p  o f  u s  r e p o r t e d . .  . 
R D :  Yes. W e l l ,  t h a t  i s  wha t  he  s a i d ,  h e  s a i d ,  "You w o n ' t  

make as much money as y o u  make o u t s i d e ,  b u t  y o u ' l l  h a v e  y o u r  

p e n s i o n  t o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o . "  He s a i d ,  " E v e n  w i t h  any  pen-

s i o n s ,  y o u  m u s t  remember  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  a l w a y s  h a v e  a l i f e  o f  

g e n t e e l  p o v e r t y  as l o n g  as y o u  a r e  w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n -

ment , "  o r  words  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

FL :  D i d  y o u  know L a r r i c k ,  t o o ?  


R D :  Yes. He was h e r e .  He was v e r y  n i c e .  I h a d  met h i m  


o n c e  o r  t w i c e  when I was i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  o f  c o u r s e . . .  When 


M r .  L a r r i c k  came t o  New York  he  a l w a y s  made a p o i n t  o f  com-


i n g  a r o u n d  f o r  a s h o r t  v i s i t .  


A n o t h e r  p e r s o n  t h a t  I knew i n  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  Admin -  

i s t r a t i o n  was M r .  C h a r l e s  Her rmann,  who was t h e  D i s t r i c t  

D i r e c t o r  o f  New Y o r k ,  d u r i n g  t h e  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I 

h a v e  been h e r e  he.  .. No, I s h o u l d  n o t  s a y  t h a t  b e c a u s e  he  

r e t i r e d  a b o u t  ' 6 6  o r  ' 67 ,  I b e l i e v e .  He was one o f  t h e  f e w  

p e o p l e  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  w h a t  t h e  T e a  A c t  

was a b o u t .  He h a d  l o n g  h a d  an i n t e r e s t  i n  i t ,  even  b e f o r e  I 

came h e r e .  He was o n e  o f  t h e  ones  who w o r k e d  o u t  t h e  con -

t r a c t  f o r  t h e  Food a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Armed 

F o r c e s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h a t  t h e  Food and D r u g  w o u l d  e x a m i n e  t h e  



t e a s  t o  be p r o c u r e d  b y  t h e  Armed F o r c e s .  He, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  

some p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  Corp .  and  t h e  Tea A s s o c i -  

a t i o n ,  g o t  t o g e t h e r  and w o r k e d  o u t  a p r o c e d u r e  b y  w h i c h  t h i s  

c o u l d  be  done.  I t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  S u p e r v i s i n g  Tea E x a m i -  

n e r  o f  t h e  Food and D r u g  t o  be t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  a p a n e l .  The 

p a n e l  members w o u l d  c o n s i s t  o f  t e a  e x p e r t s  f r o m  t h e  t r a d e .  

The  p a n e l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  l a r g e  enough  number o f  p e o p l e  so 

t h a t  t h e r e  was no t i m e  when a p a n e l  member h a d  an i n t e r e s t  

o r  e v e n  an i n d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  t e a s  w h i c h  were  b e i n g  

o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  Armed F o r c e s .  

R D :  The T e a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f f e r e d  t o  s e t  up a s t a n d a r d  o f  t e a  

w h i c h  w o u l d  be  e q u a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o l e  c o u n -

t r y .  I t  was composed m o s t l y  o f  a  m i x  o f  t h e  m o s t  w i d e l y  

s o l d  b r a n d s  and was c a l l e d  t h e  A-2 ( o n e  f o r  l o o s e  t e a  and  

o n e  f o r  t e a  b a g s ) .  

FL :  I remember when I was h e r e  t h a t  y o u r  o p e r a t i o n  o f  

e x a m i n i n g  t e a  was a l w a y s  a p o p u l a r  one  f o r  j o u r n a l i s t s .  We 

h a d  f r e q u e n t  v i s i t o r s  t o  w r i t e  a r t i c l e s  o r  t a k e  t e l e v i s i o n  

p i c t u r e s  and t h e  l i k e .  Has t h a t  c o n t i n u e d ?  

RD: W e l l ,  t h a t  s o r t  o f  d i e d  o f f .  T h a t  i s  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  

p a r t  and so f o r t h  d i e d  o f f  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  M r .  N i x o m ' s  

c a m p a i g n  b e c a u s e  t h e  Tea A s s o c a t i o n  w h i c h  l i k e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

t o  g e t  t h e  p u b l i c i t y ,  d e c i d e d  maybe i t  was j u s t  b e s t  t o  be 

q u i e t .  So, w e ' v e  been  w i t h o u t  i t  e x c e p t  f o r  an  o c c a s i o n a l  

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  somebody ... I t h i n k  once  we had C h a n n e l  7 



h e r e  and one  o r  t w o  o t h e r  h a v e  come i n ,  one  o f  t h e  t e l e v i -  

s i o n  m a g a z i n e s ,  "PM." We d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  c r o w d i n g  o f  j o u r n -

a l i s t s  t h a t  we u s e d  t o  have,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  

t h e  Tea B o a r d .  

T h e r e  a r e  some o t h e r  t h i n g s .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  I h a v e  been 

a s k e d  t o  w r i t e  a r t i c l e s  f o r  v a r i o u s  m a g a z i n e s  o r  j o u r n a l s .  

H e r e  a r e  some h e r e .  T h i s  one i s  i n - h o u s e ,  t h e  I n t e r  B8ureau 

B y l i n e s ,  i n  May 1965  w h i c h  was a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  what  t h e  Tea 

E x a m i n e r  d i d .  L a t e r  on, a l s o  i n  t h e  F D A  Consumer  o f  

Sep tember ,  1 9 7 4  a n d  FDA Papers ,  November,  1968, we h a d  

a r t i c l e s  d e s c r i b i n g  w h a t  work  t h e  T e a  E x a m i n e r  d i d  and 

how t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Tea A c t  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

I ' v e  w r i t t e n  a r t i c l e s  f o r  some o f  t h e  t r a d e  j o u r n a l s .  

One o f  them was a  S p e c i a l t y  Food M e r c h a n d i s i n g  o f  March 

1977.  O f f  h a n d  I c a n ' t  remember a n y  more  r e c e n t  o n e s .  

FL: W e l l ,  t h e s e  w o u l d  be  e x c e l l e n t  p i e c e s  t o  annex t o  t h i s  

t r a n s c r i p t  o f  y o u r  i n t e r v i e w  and w e ' l l  p l a n  t o  do t h a t ,  

p l a c e  c o p i e s  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

A r e  t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  y o u r  work  as Tea E x a m i -  

n e r  t h a t  we o u g h t  t o  r e c o r d  h e r e ?  

R D :  W e l l ,  t h e r e  i s  one  t h i n g  t h a t  I h a v e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u -

n i t y  t o  v i s i t  a number o f  t h e  t e a  p r o d u c i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  w h i c h  

my p r e d e c e s s o r s  d i d n ' t  have,  e x c e p t  i n  p a r t ,  I t h i n k  I men-

t i o n e d  M r .  M i t c h e l l  s t a r t e d  o u t  and he  n e v e r  f i n i s h e d .  M r .  



H u t c h i n s o n  d i d  go t o  J a p a n  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  war, b u t  t h a t  

w a s n ' t  a  v e r y  good  t i m e  t o  s e e  t h e  r e a l  p r o d u c t i o n  a r e a .  

I ve  been a b l e  t o  go t o  t h e  p r o d u c i n g  c o u n t r i e s  o f  

C e y l o n  a n d  I n d i a  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  b i g  p r o d u c e r s .  C e y l o n  was a 

e a s a n t  t r i p .  I t  was n i c e  t o  go up i n t o  t h e  h i g h  

m o u n t a i n s  and s e e  how t h e  t e a  j u s t  c o v e r s  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  

w h o l e  a r e a .  I mean a l l  y o u  c a n  s e e  f o r  m i l e s  and m i l e s  i s  

t e a .  Then l a t e r  on t o  go up  i n t o  N o r t h  I n d i a ,  up i n t o  

Assam, w h i c h  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was a f o r b i d d e n  t e r r i t o r y  b e c a u s e  

o f  u n r e s t  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  were  s t i l l  w a t c h i n g  t h e  

C h i n e s e  on t h e i r  n o r t h e r n  b o r d e r .  I a l s o  v i s i t e d  t h e  T o k l a i  

E x p e r i m e n t a l  S t a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  i n  one  o f  t h e  m o s t  f amous  o f  

t h e  t e a  p r o d u c i n g  a r e a s .  Then, t o o ,  I was a b l e  t o  go up t o  

t h e  D a r j e e l i n g ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  home of  t h e  c o n n o i s s e u r ' s  t e a .  

I t  i s  h i g h  up i n  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  o f  t h e  H i m a l a y a s ,  up 5 t o  7 

o r  8,000 f e e t .  I t  i s  a m a g n i f i c i e n t  p l a c e  t o  b e .  You c a n  

s t a n d  a t  one  o f  t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  t o w n  and l o o k  a c r o s s  a t  

t h e  snowy H i m a l a y a s  t h a t  s t i c k  up  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  o f  y o u .  

Then  l a t e r  on  I was a b l e  t o  go t o  C h i n a  and I managed 

t o  c o v e r  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  t e r r i t o r y  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y  r i g h t  

a f t e r  i t  was r e o p e n e d  t o  g e n e r a l  t r a v e l .  Imanaged t o  v i s i t  

Hangchow, t h e n  t h e  West L a k e .  The West L a k e  i s  a f a m o u s  

v a c a t i o n  s p o t  f o r  t h e  C h i n e s e .  On t h e  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  W~est 

L a k e  i s  a t e a  g a r d e n ,  L u n g  C h i n g  Tea Garden,  w h i c h  i s  s u p -

p o s e d  t o  be one o f  t h e  f i n e s t  g r e e n  t e a s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  and 



w h i c h  t h e  C h i n e s e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  p r i z e  v e r y  h i g h l y .  T h e y  a r e  

w i l l i n g  t o  p a y  s e v e r a l  d o l l a r s  a pound .  Even y e a r s  ago,  

t h e y  were  p a y i n g  $10.00-$20.00 p e r  pound,  when $ 5 . 0 0  was 

c o n s i d e r e d  a h i g h  p r i c e  f o r  t e a .  

I was a l s o  a b l e  t o  down t o  Yunnan, p r a c t i c a l l y  down t o  

t h e  Laos b o r d e r  where  t h e  t h e  Pu E h r  t e a s  a r e  p r o d u c e d .  

Now, t h e  Pu E h r  t e a s  a r e  r a t h e r  i n f a m o u s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  

b e c a u s e  t h e  C h i n e s e  t r e a t  t hem so t h a t  t h e y  p r o d u c e  a 

m u s t i n e s s .  They have a m u s t y  f a v o r .  Now, t o  t h e  t e a  e x p e r t  

i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  m u s t i n e s s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  on  w h i c h  t h e y  a l l  

a g r e e .  They  w o u l d  t h r o w  i t  o u t .  The C h i n e s e ,  f r o m  t h a t  

a r e a ,  l i k e  i t  and  t h a t  i s  w h e r e  I h a v e  a l o t  o f  my t r o u b l e s  

f r o m  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  b r i n g  i t  i n .  

I was a l s o  a b l e  t o  go down i n t o  F u j i a n  p r o v i n c e ,  w h e r e  

t h e y  p r o d u c e  j u s t  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  k i n d s  o f  t e a s  t h a t  a r e  p r o -

duced .  You h a v e  t h e  L a p s a n g  Souchong,  w h i c h  was a v e r y  

f a m o u s  smoky t e a .  I t  i s  more  famous  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  be-

c a u s e  i t  u s e d  t o  b e  J. P. M o r g a n ' s  f a v o r i t e .  He u s e d  t o  

i m p o r t  i t  each  y e a r  i n  l i t t l e  c a s k e t s  w h i c h  he gave  away f o r  

C h r i s t m a s  p r e s e n t s .  

I remember  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  2  o r  3 y e a r s  I was h e r e  a t  

t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Tea Board ,  t h e r e  was a woman who was a 

r e p o r t e r  and s h e  was t e l l i n g  me a b o u t  i t .  She s a i d  t h a t  

when s h e  was y o u n g e r  s h e  h a d  a c t e d  as a n u r s e m a i d  t o  one o f  

t h e .  ..Ib e l i e v e  Char l e s  L i n d b e r g h ' s  wif e .  



FL:  Ann M o r r o w .  

R D :  Mor row,  I guess ,  y e s .  She r e c a l l s  M r .  Morgan  c o m i n g  t o  

t e a  in t h e  a f t e r n o o n  and h e  w o u l d  b r i n g  h i s  own t e a  w i t h  a 

littlme c h e s t ,  h e  h a d  a  s i l v e r  o r  g o l d  s p o o n  w h i c h  he w o u l d  

d o l e  i t  o u t  t o  a n y b o d y  t h a t  w a n t e d  i t .  Anybody  who d i d n ' t  

wan t  i t ,  d i d n ' t  g e t  any .  He s e r v e d  t h e  t e a  t h a t  way. 

What was I t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  

FL : You were  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  C h i n e s e .  

R D :  The Pu E h r .  Then I w e n t  t o  F u j i a n ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  v e r y  

famous . .  . 
FL:  Yes, w e ' v e  g o t  t h a t  down. 

RD: They  a l s o  p r o d u c e d  a  v e r y ,  v e r y  f i n e . . .  F u j i a n  a l s o  

p r o d u c e s  t h e  v e r y  f i n e s t  o f  t h e  J a s m i n e  t e a s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  t h a t ,  t h e y  do  h a v e  some b l a c k  t e a s  and  t h e y  h a v e  wha t  we 

c a l l  t h e  C a n t o n  t y p e  O o l o n g  (Woo long ,  B l a c k  D r a g o n ) .  The 

b e s t  one  t h a t  i s  p r o d u c e d  i s  t h e  T i  Kwan Y i n ,  w h i c h  means 

t h e  t e a  o f  t h e  g o d e s s  o f  mercy .  T h a t  i s  v e r y  famous i n  t h e  

a r e a .  

Then, o f  c o u r s e ,  I s t o p p e d  b y  Hunan w h e r e  C h a i r m a n  Mao 

s t a r t e d  h i s  c a r e e r .  They a l s o  p r o d u c e d  q u i t e  o f  b i t  o f  t e a .  

Then I was a b l e  t o  s t o p  by P e k i n g  on my way back  and v i s i t  

t h e  t e a  c o r p o r a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  t h e r e .  

L a t e r  on I was a b l e  t o  e n t e r t a i n  them when t h e y  v i s i t e d  

t h i s  c o u n t r y .  T h a t  was v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  and s o m e t h i n g  I w o u l d  

h a v e  n e v e r  h a v e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  I w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  



d o  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  

FL :  Do y o u  h a v e  a n y  o t h e r  a n e c d o t e s  o r  a n y  o t h e r  t h o u g h t s  

a b o u t  t h e  t e a  p r o g r a m  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e c o r d ?  

R D :  W e l l ,  n o  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  A t  l e a s t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  

a n y t h i n g  r i g h t  now. 

FL: W e l l ,  y o u  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  g i v e n  me an e x c e l l e n t  r e c o r d -

i n g  h e r e .  I t h i n k  we have  c o v e r e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  r a t h e r  t h o r -

o u g h l y  and i t  w i l l  be  a  g r e a t  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  

o r a l  i n t e r v i e w s .  Thank y o u  v e r y  much f o r  y o u r  t i m e .  




