


INTRODUCTION 


This  i s  a  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  taped i n t e r v i e w ,  one o f  a  

s e r i e s  conducted by Robert G. P o r t e r  and Fred L. Lofsvold,  

r e t i r e d  employees o f  t h e  U. S. Food and Drug Admin i s t ra t i on .  

The i n t e r v i e w s  were h e l d  w i t h  r e t i r e d  F.D.A. employees 

whose r e c o l l e c t i o n s  may serve t o  e n r i c h  the  w r i t t e n  record. 

I t  i s  hoped t h a t  these n a r r a t i v e s  o f  t h i n g s  pas t  w i  11 serve 

as source m a t e r i a l  f o r  present  and f u t u r e  researchers; t h a t  

t h e  s t o r i e s  of impor tan t  accomplishments, i n t e r e s t i n g  events, 

and d i s t i n g u i s h e d  leaders  w i l l  f i n d  a  p lace i n  t r a i n i n g  and 

o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  new employees, and may be  usefu l  t o  enhance 

t h e  morale o f  the  o rgan iza t i on ;  and f i n a l l y ,  t h a t  they w i l l  

be o f  va lue t o  D r .  James Harvey Young i n  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  the  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Food and Drug Admin i s t ra t i on .  

The tapes and t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  become a  p a r t  o f  t h e  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Nat iona l  L i b r a r y  o f  Medicine and copies o f  

t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  be p laced i n  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  Emory 

U n i v e r s i t y .  
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T h i s  i s  a  r e c o r d i n g  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  o n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

Food a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Today  I am i n t e r v i e w i n g  

O l i v e r  F. F i e l d .  The i n t e r v i e w  i s  b e i n g  h e l d  on  J u l y  12 ,  

1 9 8 2  a t  t h e  AMA B u i l d i n g  i n  C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s .  I am Bob 

P o r t e r .  M r .  F i e l d  j o i n e d  FDA a s  a n  i n s p e c t o r  i n  D e n v e r  i n  

1 9 4 3  a n d  was t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  1947.  I n  J a n u a r y  o f  

1 9 4 8  h e  became t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

O l i v e r  I w o u l d  l i k e  y o u  t o  s t a r t  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w ,  i f  

y o u  w o u l d ,  b y  g i v i n g  u s  a t h u m b n a i l  s k e t c h  o f  y o u r  c a r e e r  

i n  FDA a n d  AMA and t h e n  we w i l l  go b a c k  a n d  p i c k  u p  i n d i -  

v i d u a l  s u b j e c t s  a n d  t a l k  a t  g r e a t e r  l e n g t h  a s  y o u  s e e  f i t .  

F i e l d :  R o b e r t ,  I t h i n k  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  my b e i n g  e m p l o y e d  a s  

an  i n s p e c t o r  b y  t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  r a t h e r  

u n u s u a l  i n  t h a t  I a m  t r a i n e d  a s  a l a w y e r ,  n o t  a s  a s c i e n -

t i s t .  I came t o  FDA o n  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was a n  

o p e n i n g  i n  t h e  D e n v e r  D i s t r i c t  S t a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  was o f  

i n t e r e s t  t o  me b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  o n e  o f  my c h i l d r e n  

who was s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  as thma.  I was i n t e r v i e w e d  b y  t h e  

C e n t r a l  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ,  I t h i n k  i t  was M r .  C l a r k e .  

P o r t e r :  J. 0. C l a r k e .  

F i e l d :  Yes, J. 0. C l a r k e .  A p p a r e n t l y  h e  s e n t  a r e s u m e  o f  

t h a t  i n t e r v i e w  t o  M r .  H a r v e y ,  C h i e f  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  

a t  San F r a n c i s c o .  A p p a r e n t l y  I m e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  D e n v e r  

S t a t i o n  a s  I r e c e i v e d  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t .  



I was, o f  c o u r s e ,  n o t  a t  a l l  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  f u n c -

t i o n s  o f  FDA a n d  i t  t o o k  a g o o d  d e a l  o f  o n - t h e - j o b  o r ,  

c l i n i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  b e i n g  h e l p e d  b y  t h e  p e o p l e  who w e r e  i n  

t h e  s t a t i o n  a t  D e n v e r  a n d  t h o s e  who w e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  I 

g u e s s  y o u  w o u l d  c a l l  i t ,  b e c a u s e  D e n v e r  was t h e  h e a d q u a r -

t e r s  f o r  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  c o v e r e d  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  M o n t a n a ,  

Wyoming, C o l o r a d o ,  New M e x i c o ,  a p a r t  o f  Texas ,  a n d  U t a h .  

I d i d  some f i e l d  w o r k  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n s p e c -  

t o r s  a n d  I l e a r n e d  a g o o d  d e a l  b y  d o i n g  ... 
P o r t e r :  E x c u s e  me O l i v e r ,  u s e  names a l l  y o u  c a n  w i l l  y o u ?  

F i e l d :  I s  i t  a l l  r i g h t ?  

P o r t e r :  Yes. 

F i e l d :  W e l l ,  t h a t  i n s p e c t o r  was H e r b e r t  A y r e s  who h d d  b e e n  

i n  t h e  f i e l d  w o r k ,  I g u e s s ,  f o r  t h a t  s t a t i o n  f o r  s a v e r a l  

y e a r s  b e f o r e  I came. He knew t h e  t e r r i t o r y  a n d  t h e  names 

a n d  t h e  f i r m s  t h a t  we c h e c k e d ,  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  

f o o d s .  The b u s i n e s s  o f  d r u g s ,  s o  f a r  a s  I was c o n c e r n e d ,  

was p r e t t y  much i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  m a k i n g  o v e r - t h e - c o u n t e r  b u y s  

o f  p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s ,  w i t h o u t  a p r e s c r i p t i o n .  

I n  1 9 4 4  o r  t h e r e  a b o u t s ,  t h e  D e n v e r  C h i e f ,  who was 

W e n d e l l  V i n c e n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f r o m  

W a s h i n g t o n  H e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  p r e p a r e  s u m m a r i e s  a n d  recommen-

d a t i o n s ,  I g u e s s  i s  t h e  p r o p e r  word ,  f o r  m a t t e r s  b e i n g  

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  U.S. A t t o r n e y  e i t h e r  f o r  s e i z u r e  o r  f o r  

p r o s e c u t i o n .  These,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i n c l u d e d  a r e s u m e  o f  t h e  



i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  Denver  o f f i c e ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  

be t h e  b a s i s  upon w h i c h  l i t i g a t i o n  wou ld  b e  begun a g a i n s t  

p e r s o n s  o r  f i r m s  we had r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  were i n  v i o l a t i o n  

o f  t h e  Food, Drug and Cosmet i c  A c t .  

The l a s t  y e a r  and a h a l f  o r  two  t h a t  I worked i n  t h e  

Denver  o f f i c e  a good d e a l  o f  my t i m e  was s p e n t  d o i n g  j u s t  

t h a t .  P r e p a r i n g  c r i m i n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  and i n  one o r  two 

cases  i n d i c t m e n t  f o rms ,  summaries and recommendat ions  and 

o t h e r  o f  t h e  i t e m s  w h i c h  we w o u l d  need i n  b e g i n n i n g  l i t i -

g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  a f irrn o r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

E v e r y  now and t h e n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  we w o u l d  go o u t  on i n -

s p e c t i o n  t o u r s .  I n  one o r  t w o  i n s t a n c e s  I was even c a l l e d  

upon t o  show a new i n s p e c t o r  what he w o u l d  be c a l l e d  upon 

t o  do. Some o f  them, I guess, were s u r p r i s e s  t o  t h o s e  who 

were pe rhaps  w e l l  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s  

b u t  h a d n ' t  had t h e  a c t u a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a Food and  Drug  

Case. 

So my t i m e  a t  t h e  Food and  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was 

r a t h e r  a p l e a s a n t  and a v e r y  i n f o r m a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  w h i c h  

came t o  an end by  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I had n o t  had t h e  

s u f f i c i e n t  s c i e n t i f i c  backg round  t o  c o n t i n u e .  

A t  abou t  t h e  same t i m e ,  i t  appea red  t h a t  t h e  AMA was 

i n  need o f  someone w i t h  a l e g a l  background,  who a l s o  had  

Food and Drug  e x p e r i e n c e .  Because t h e y  had a n  o p e n i n g  i n  

t h e i r  depa r tmen t ,  o r  t h e n  t h e  Bureau o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  



w h i c h  d e a l t  w i t h  w h a t  I came t o  c a l l  t h e  " seamy"  s l d e  o f  

m e d i c i n e .  I t  a l s o  h a d  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  m a t t e r s  o f  i n f o r m a -

t i o n  o n  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  p a t e n t  m e d i c i n e s ,  on  s o  c a l l e d  

h e a l t h  f o o d s ,  i m p o s t o r s ,  t h e  c u l t i s t s  whose c l a i m s  f o r  

t h e r a p e u t i c  e x c e l l e n c e  were ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b a s e d  o n  w h a t  t h e y  

s a i d ,  n o t  w h a t  t h e y  d i d .  I n  r e a d i n g  o v e r  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  

t o  come, w h i c h  was s i g n e d  b y  Dr.  A u s t i n  S m i t h  who was, a t  

t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T h e r a p y  a n d  

R e s e a r c h  a t  AMA H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  C h i c a g o ,  I r e s p o n d e d  i n  

s u c h  a way t h a t  h e  i n v i t e d  me t o  C h i c a g o  f o r  a n  i n t e r v i e w .  

So I t o o k  a t r a i n  f r o m  D e n v e r  t o  C h i c a g o  a n d  we h a d  o n e  o r  

t w o  i n t e r v i e w s  a n d  I was h i r e d .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b ~ e g a n  i n  

e a r l y  1 9 4 8 ,  i n  f a c t  J a n u a r y  1 9 4 8 ,  a n d  i t  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  

A u g u s t  1 9 7 3  when I r e t i r e d  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o l n d i t i o n  

o f  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  my w i f e .  

P o r t e r :  So, y o u  w e r e  h e r e  i n  AMA f o r  t w e n t y - f i v e  y ' e a r s ?  

F i e l d :  I was h e r e  i n  AMA f o r  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s ,  y e s .  

P o r t e r :  A b o u t  f i v e  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y  i n  FDA? 

F i e l d :  A b o u t  f o u r  I t h i n k  i t  was. F r o m  ' 4 3  t o  ' 4 7 .  The  

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  y o u  m i g h t  s a y  b y - p l a y  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  o n e  t i m e  

i n  my home o u t  t h e r e  i n  Lakewood  w h i c h  i s  j u s t  w e s t  o f  

D e n v e r  i n  t h e  n e x t  c o u n t y ;  I g o t  a m i m e o g r a p h e d  i n v i t a t i o n  

i n  t h e  m a i l  f r o m  a c h i r o p r a c t o r  i n  t h e  l i t t l e  t own ,  ( I  sup -

p o s e  i t  i s  a p r e t t y  b i g  t o w n  now)  o f  Lakewood  a n d  h e  was 

e x t o l l i n g  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  a m e c h a n i c a l  enema m a c h i n e  c a l l e d  



t h e  " T o x e l i m i n a t o r " .  The T o x e l i m i n a t o r  was p r o m o t e d  o n  t h e  

i n v i t a t i o n  b y  a l i s t  o f  d i s e a s e s  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  

t r e a t  a d e q u a t e l y  a n d  t h a t  f i l l e d  a s i n g l e  s p a c e d  l e t t e r  

s i z e  page.  H a v i n g  b y  t h a t  t i m e  g o t t e n  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  w h a t  

w o u l d  y o u  c a l l  i t ,  a n  e v a n g e l i s t i c  t e n d e n c y  a l o n g  t h i s  

l i n e ,  I p u t  o n  my h a t  a n d  p u t  t h e  l e t t e r  i n  my p o c k e t  a n d  

I w e n t  o v e r  t o  t h e  c h i r o p r a c t o r ' s  o f f i c e .  I was a d m i t t e d  

r i g h t  away b e c a u s e  I g u e s s  I d i d n ' t  b e l o n g  t h e r e ,  f r o m  

l o o k s  anyway,  a h e a d  o f  t h o s e  who w e r e  w a i t i n g ,  I s u p p o s e  t o  

h a v e  t h e i r  t o x i n s  e l i m i n a t e d .  W e l l ,  when I t o l d  h i m  t h a t  I 

was f r o m  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  h e  s a i d ,  "Oh, y o u ' r e  

an  a g e n t  o f  t h e  AMA." O f  c o u r s e ,  I t o l d  h i m  n o  I w a s n ' t  

a n d  I t o o k  a . s a m p l e  o f  h i s  m a c h i n e ,  w h i c h  was m o s t l y  a p i c -

t u r e  o f  i t ,  i n  h a n d  d r a w i n g s ,  w i t h  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  

c o n t r o l s  o f  t h e  h o t  a n d  c o l d  w a t e r  a n d  t h e  means w h e r e b y  

t h i s  was a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  i n d i v i d u a l .  Anyway I 

d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  v e r y  l o n g  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  n o b o d y  i n  FDA 

a u t h o r i t y  t h o u g h t  much o f  my s a m p l e  c o l l e c t i n g  b e c a u s e  

n o t h i n g  was done.  

A n o t h e r  t i m e  I w a l k e d  i n t o  a D e n v e r  w a r e h o u s e  w h i l e  

t h e y  w e r e  u n l o a d i n g  a c a r l o a d  o f  M o u n t a i n  V a l l e y  M i n e r a l  

W a t e r .  The  a c c o m p a n y i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  e x t o l -  

l i n g  t h e  t h e r a p e u t i c  m e r i t s  o f  M o u n t a i n  V a l l e y  W a t e r  was 

i n c l u d e d .  So, o n  my own I p r o c e e d e d  t o  t a k e  a s a m p l e .  

W e l l ,  a p p a r e n t l y  t h a t  w a s n ' t  t h e  t h i n g  t o  d o  e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  

n o t h i n g  e v e r  h a p p e n e d .  



P o r t e r :  W e l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  y o u  mean i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  


y o u r  s a m p l e s ?  


F i e l d :  Yes. 


P o r t e r :  FDA was i n v o l v e d  i n  a l o t  o f  l i t i g a t i o n .  


F i e l d :  Yes, I s u p p o s e .  B u t ,  anyway,  w h a t  w o u l d  y o u  c a l l  


i t ,  t h e  l i t t l e  s i d e l i g h t s  o f  ny r a t h e r  b r i e f  b u t  i n t e r e s t -

i n g  c a r e e r  w i t h  F o o d  and  D r u g .  

I d i d  r u n  i n t o  a s h i p m e n t  o f  c h e e s e  o n c e  t h a t  was 

r a t h e r  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  b e c a u s e  o f  1  i v e  i n s e c t  

i n f e s t a t i o n  o n  c h e e s e  g o i n g  f r o m  C o l o r a d o  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  

W a s h i n g t o n .  I t  was g o a t  m i l k  c h e e s e ,  I g u e s s ,  f o r  g r a t i n g  

f o r  s p a g h e t t i  d i n n e r s ,  e t c .  The r e s u l t  was a s e r i e s  o f  

s e i z u r e s  a1 1  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

Anyway, i t  was a w o r t h w h i l e  e x p e r i e n c e  and,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

i t  d i d  h a v e  an e f f e c t  on  my r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  my f o r m e r  

p e o p l e  a t  FDA. I c o u l d  i n f o r m  t h e m  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  h a d  come 

t o  my a t t e n t i o n  i n  my c a p a c i t y  h e r e  a t  AMA, w h i c h  I d i d  on  

f r e q u e n t  o c c a s i o n s .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a n y  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  a t  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  moment. 

I d o  r e c a l l  h a v i n g  r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  f r o m  J a c k  H a r v e y ,  

w i t h  a  c o p y  o f  a l e t t e r  t h a t  he  s e n t  t o  somebody e l s e ,  

w h e r e  h e  s a i d  t h a t  a l l  F i e l d  h a d  t o  d o  was t e l l  thelm w h a t  

t o  do,  h e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o  do  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  e i t h e r  p r o s e -

c u t i n g  o r  g e t t i n g  an  i n j u n c t i o n  o r  o t h e r  l i g i t a t i o n  e x p e r -  

i e n c e  w h i c h  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  h a d  t o  do. Maybe I was a 



l i t t l e  b i t  t o o ,  w h a t  w o u l d  y o u  c a l l  i t ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c  i n  

some o f  t h e s e  m a t t e r s .  

Anyway t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  p e o p l e  i n  FDA a n d  

m y s e l f  a f t e r  I came h e r e  t o  AMA was a l w a y s  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  

and  I t h i n k  w o r t h w h i l e  t o  b o t h  AMA a n d  FDA. 

P o r t e r :  You know d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  I was an i n s p e c t o r  

i n  C h i c a g o ,  o n c e  t h e y  s o r t  o f  became a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  y o u  a n d  I w e r e  f r i e n d s ,  I d i d  a w h o l e  l o t  o f  

c o m i n g  o v e r  h e r e  t o  g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  o n c e  i n  a w h i l e  we 

w o u l d  g i v e  y o u  a  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

F i e l d :  Su re .  

P o r t e r :  So we h a d  a v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  d u r i n g  

t h o s e  y e a r s .  

O l i v e r ,  I d o n ' t  know how f a r  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  w i t h  y o u r  

FDA e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  b e f o r e  y o u  g e t  o n  b e  s u r e  t o  t e l l  u s  a 

l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  y o u  w o r k e d  w i t h  i n  FDA. 

A l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  W e n d e l l  V i n c e n t ,  a b o u t  how h e  o p e r a t e d  

a n d  w h a t  k i n d  o f  a man h e  was. Any o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s .  

D i d  y o u  g e t  t o  know G e o r g e  L a r r i c k ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  d u r i n g  

t h a t  t i m e .  And a n y  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h a t  y o u  f e e l  y o u  w a n t  t o  

t a l k  a b o u t .  

F i e l d :  W e l l ,  I c a n  d o  some t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  a s  t h e y  come 

t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

I c a n  remember  o n e  t i m e  I was a s k e d  b y  M r .  V i n c e n t  t o  

go  o u t  w i t h  a new i n s p e c t o r  t o  s a m p l e  some f r o z e n  f i s h .  To 



t e l l  h i m  how t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  f r o z e n  f i s h  

w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  t a k e  s a m p l e s  b y  m e r e l y  r u b b i n g  t h e  s u r -

f a c e s  and  t a k i n g  a q u i c k  s m e l l  o f  w h a t  was i n  y o u r  hands .  

So, we d i d  t h a t  a n d  we b r o u g h t  b a c k  a f e w  s a m p l e s  t h a t  we 

m i g h t  h a v e  h a d  r e a s o n  t o  e x p e c t  t o  e x a m i n e  m o r e  t h o r o u g h l y .  

So o n  t h e  way f r o m  t h e  w a r e h o u s e ,  w h e r e  t h e  f i s h  w e r e  k e p t ,  

b a c k  t o  t h e  o f f i c e ,  t h e  new y o u n g  i n s p e c t o r  who had,  I 

guess ,  a g o o d  d e a l  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  d a i r y  w o r k  s a i d ,  "He 

h a d  s e e n  o n  a D e n v e r  t r u c k  d o c k  a s h i p m e n t  o f  b u t t e r  f r o m  a 

l o c a l  f i r m  w h i c h  h a d  t o l d  t h e  C h i e f  t h a t  t h e y  n e v e r  w e n t  

" o u t  o f  s t a t e . "  T h i s  was t h e  S u n s h i n e  Creamery ,  whose 

o p e r a t o r s  h a d  t h e  C h i e f  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h e y  n e v e r  s h i p p e d  

i n t e r - s t a t e .  He was a l w a y s  s u s p i c i o u s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  p a c k -

i n g  s h o r t - f a t  b u t t e r .  T h i s  i n s p e c t o r  whose f i r s t  name was 

H a r l e y ,  s a i d  t h a t  he  saw t h i s  m a t e r i a l  on  a t r u c k  d o c k  a n d  

t h a t  i t  was g o i n g  t o  C h i c a g o .  So I s a i d ,  "Uell, y o u  h a d  

b e t t e r  t e l l  t h e  C h i e f . "  He s a i d ,  "Oh, I w i l l . "  As he  came 

f r o m  h i s  o f f i c e  p a s t  m i n e  t o  t h e  l a b  w i t h  h i s  s a m p l e s ,  

w h i c h  was i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  o f f f i c e  i n  t h e  Cus ams House 

i n  D e n v e r ,  I s a i d ,  "By t h e  way H a r l e y  h a v e  y o u  t o  d t h e  

C h i e f  a b o u t  t h a t  S u n s h i n e  b u t t e r ? "  He s a i d ,  "We1 , no. " I 

d i d n ' t  know t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  C h i e f  was s t a n d  n g  o n  t h e  

o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  f i l e s  a n d  h e a r d  t h i s  conversation^. He 

s a i d ,  "What  was t h a t ? "  So I t o l d  h i m  t h a t  H a r l e y  h a d  s e e n  

some S u n s h i n e  b u t t e r  o n  r o u t e  t o  C h i c a g o ,  a t  a t r u c k  d o c k  



I 

i n  D e n v e r .  V i n c : e n t  j u s t  s i m p l y  p i c k e d  u p  a  t e l e p h o n e  a t  

t h e  s e c r e t a r y ' s  d e s k  a n d  h e  h a d  t h e  C h i c a g o  S t a t i o n  w a r n e d  

t h a t  i t  was c o m i n g  i n .  And t h e y  g o t  i t  b e f o r e  i t  was c u t  

i n t o  s q u a r e s .  I t  was i n  t h e s e  1 8  pound ,  w h a t  d i d  t h e y  c a l l  

them,  

P o r t e r :  Cubes, I g u e s s .  

F i e l d :  Yes, c u b e s  o f  b u t t e r ,  I g u e s s ,  y e s .  S u r e  e n o u g h  i t  

was s h o r t - f a t  and  we h a d  a s e i z u r e  o u t  o f  i t  r i g h t  t h e n  a n d  

t h e r e .  T h i s  was o n e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s .  V i n c e n t  knew w h a t  was 

g o i n g  on i n  t h e  f o o d  i n d u s t r y  i n  D e n v e r .  He h a d  some 

r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  means o f  g e t t i n g  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

One o f  w h i c h  was h a v i n g  l u n c h  a t  t h e  O x f o r d  H o t e l  o n  

F r i d a y  a n d  t h e s e  warehousemen  w o u l d  b e  t e l l i n g  t a l e s  o n  t h e  

o t h e r s  t o  M r .  V i n c e n t .  And, o f  c o u r s e ,  we h a d  t h e  means 

w h e r e  by we c o u l d  s t a r t  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  T h a n k s  t o  

t h e  i n d u s t r y  i t s e l f .  

And W e n d e l l  V i n c e n t  was a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  man f r o m  my 

s t a n d p o i n t .  I t o o k  h i m  home o n e  e v e n i n g  a f t e r  w o r k ,  i n  a 

f e d e r a l  c a r .  And h e  s a i d ,  " O l i v e r  w o u l d  y o u  l i k e  a d r i n k ? "  

I s a i d ,  " s u r e  C h i e f . "  He s a i d ,  " d r i v e  i n  r i g h t  t h e r e "  a n d  

t h e r e  was a c o r n e r ,  w h a t  d o  y o u  c a l l  i t ,  " f r i e n d l y  l i t t l e  

b a r  a n d  g r i l l " .  And t h e  t h i n g  was, h e  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  d i f -  

f e r e n t  i n  h i s  m i n d  t h a n  I had,  w h i c h  was j u s t  t o  g e t  h i m  

home. He s a i d ,  " O l i v e r  w i l l  y o u  go  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  t o  

t h a t  p h a r m a c y  o v e r  t h e r e  a n d  make a buy . "  I s a i d ,  " s u r e  



. C h i e f ,  w h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t ? "  He t o l d  me g e t  some " b e n n i e s "  

( b e n z e d r i n e  s u l f a t e ) .  So I w e n t  o v e r  and  d i d .  I g o t  some 

b e n n i e s  and  I a l s o  g o t  a s a l e s  s l i p  f r o m  t h e  f e l l o w  b e c a u s e  

I t o l d  h i m  t h a t  t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  man i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  

p u r c h a s i n g  o f  t h e s e  p i l l s  and  t h a t  I n e e d e d  t o  show h i m  

w h a t  I ' d  s p e n t  f o r  them. So I d i d ,  I g o t  a s a l e s  s l i p .  I 

t o o k  i t  o v e r  w i t h  t h e  s a m p l e  a n d  I p u t  i t  down o n  t h e  t a b l e  

w h e r e  we w e r e  s i t t i n g .  And h e  s a i d ,  " a l l  r i g h t  w r i t e  i t  u p  

i n  t h e  m o r n i n g " ,  a n d  s o  I d i d .  And b e f o r e  y o u  knew i t  

t h e s e  men h a d  b e e n  c i t e d  i n  t o  show c a u s e  why t h e y  s h o u l d  

n o t  b e  p r o s e c u t e d  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  A c t .  And onle o f  t h e  

e x c u s e s  was t h a t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  I was a m e d i c a l  s t u d e ' n t .  The 

exams w e r e  b e i n g  h e l d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o l o r a d o  M e d i c a l  

S c h o o l  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  V i n c e n t  knew i t  anld h e  

knew t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  b e  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  d r u g  s t o r e s  

l o o k i n g  f o r  b e n n i e s  t o  k e e p  awake,  s t u d y  and  b o n i n g  f o r  

t h e i r  exams. M r .  V i n c e n t  h a d  a way a b o u t  h i m  i n  h i s  a c t i -  

v i t y  t h a t  I t h i n k  was v e r y  u n u s u a l  and  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

P o r t e r :  He was a v e r y  a b l e  man. 

F i e l d :  Yes, he c e r t a i n l y  was. 

P o r t e r :  He h a d  some p e r s o n a l  p r o b  l e m s  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  

t o  h i s  d o w n f a l l .  B u t  t h a t  h a d  n o t  h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  h i s  a b i -  


l i t y  t o  d o  h i s  j o b .  


F i e l d :  Oh, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  And t h e  t h i n g  was I 


t h i n k  h i s  j o b  was h i s  w h o l e  l i f e .  




P o r t e r :  Yes. 

F i e l d :  He was ii v e r y  d e d i c a t e d  man. B u t  my r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

w i t h  h i m  w e r e  a l w a y s ,  w e l l  I g u e s s  t h e  w o r d  i s ,  p a r t l y  p e r -  

s o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p  and  p a r t l y  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  j o b  t h a t  we h a d  

t o  d o  o u t  t h e r e  i n  D e n v e r .  

P o r t e r :  T h e r e  was a c o m p l e t e  l a c k  o f  f o r m a l i t y .  You c o u l d  

go  i n t o  V i n c e n t ' s  o f f i c e  a n d  l i t e r a l l y  p u t  y o u r  f e e t  o n  h i s  

d e s k  if.... 

F i e l d :  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  Oh y e s ,  y o u  n e e d e d  no a p p o i n t m e n t ,  

y o u  n e e d e d  no s p e c i f i c  t i m e .  Any t i m e  y o u  n e e d e d  t o  go  i n  

t h e r e ,  y o u  w e r e  we lcome.  

P o r t e r :  I n  f a c t  i f  i t  was t h e  r i g h t  t i m e  o f  d a y  y o u  m i g h t  

g e t  a d r i n k  w h i l e  y o u  w e r e  t h e r e .  

F i e l d :  W e l l ,  I ' v e  known  t h a t  t o  o c c u r .  The f a c t  o f  t h e  

m a t t e r  i s  I'll n e v e r  f o r g e t  o n e  t i m e .  D u r i n g  t h e  w a r  t i m e  

we w e r e  a s k e d  t o  c h e c k  t h e  c l o s u r e s  o f  M e x i c a n  a n d  o t h e r  

f o r e i g n  1  i q u o r s .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  champagnes a n d  w i n e s .  And 

f r o m  M e x i c o  i t  was w h i s k e y .  We h a d  s a m p l e d  some w h i s k e y  

f r o m  N e x i c o  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  I n t e r n a l  Revenue ,  

b u t  we n o t i c e d  t h a t  i t  h a d  t o  b e  m i s b r a n d e d .  B e c a u s e  o n  

one  s i d e  o f  t h e  b o t t l e  t h e r e  was a l a b e l  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  t h i s  was B o u r b o n  w h i s k e y .  And o n  t h e  b a c k  s i d e  o f  t h e  

b o t t l e  o r  t h e  f r o n t  s i d e ,  i f  y o u  p l e a s e ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  i t  

was t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  i t  was l a b e l e d  Rye w h i s k e y  a n d  we knew 

v e r y  w e l l  i t  c o u l d n ' t  b e  b o t h .  L a t e r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  came 

o u t  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n .  T h a t  was C h a r l i e  C r a w f o r d ?  



P o r t e r :  P a u l  D u n b a r ,  I b e t .  

F i e l d :  No t h i s  a f t e r  D u n b a r ' s  t i m e .  P a u l  D u n b a r  i s  t h e  

man who w r o t e  t o  A u s t i n  S m i t h  s a y i n g ,  " y e s  t h e y  h a d  a man 

w i t h  a l e g a l  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  t h e  D e n v e r  D i s t r i c t  and  h i s  name 

was F i e l d " ,  a n d  i t  was o n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h a t  l e t t e r  f r o m  

D u n b a r  t h a t  I came t o  AMA. 

P o r t e r :  W e l l ,  a f t e r  D u n b a r  i t  w o u l d  o f  b e e n  C r a w f m r d  u n -

l e s s  i t  was L a r r i c k .  

F i e l d :  No i t  w a s n ' t  L a r r i c k .  I saw L a r r i c k  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  

c o m i n g  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o n e  d a y  t o o .  And I s a i d  t o  Davey  

( a n o t h e r  i n s p e c t o r )  a s  we w e r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  a  c u p  o f  c o f f e e  

b e f o r e  we wen t  o u t  o n  some j o b .  And I s a i d ,  "Davey t h a t  

i s  M r .  L a r r i c k . "  "Oh no," D a v e y  s a i d .  And o f  c o u r s e  when 

we g o t  b a c k  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  h e r e  was L a r r i c k  l a u g h i n g  a t  u s ,  

k n o w i n g  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  u s  d i d n ' t  r e c o g n i z e  h im.  

Those  w e r e  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  l i t t l e  s i d e l i g h t s  t h a t  we h a d  i n  

t h o s e  t i m e s .  

So M r .  C r a w f o r d  was s i t t i n g  b y  M r .  V i n c e n t .  V i n c e n t  

c a l l e d  me i n  h e  s a i d ,  " O l i v e r  h a v e  y o u  g o t  a n y  o f  t h a t  

w h i s k e y  f r o m  M e x i c o  l e f t ? "  I s a i d ,  "Yes C h i e f  I t h i n k  

t h e r e  i s  some l e f t  i n  t h e  l a b . "  He s a i d ,  " w e l l  w o u l d  y o u  

g e t  u s  some o f  t h e ,  w h a t  w e r e  t h e  l i t t l e  g l a s s e s ?  

P o r t e r :  B e a k e r s .  

F i e l d :  Yes, b e a k e r s ,  y e s .  And I g o t  t h r e e  b e a k e r s  a n d  we 

l e t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  Foods  a n d  D r u g  s a m p l e  some M e x i c a n  



w h i s k e y  o f  d o u b t f u l  v i n t a g e .  Anyway i t  was a l l  d e s t r o y e d  

f o r  g l a s s ;  s p i c u l e s  o f  g l a s s  i n  t h e  b o t t l e s ,  d u e  t o  b a d  

c o r k i n g  p r o c e d u r e s ,  I g u e s s .  

P o r t e r :  Yes. 

F i e l d :  B u t  we a l s o  g o t  some I t a l i a n  champagne t h a t  h a d  

g l a s s  i n  i t  a n d  t h e r e  was o n e  o r  t w o  o t h e r  i t e m s .  B u t  

t h o s e  a r e  some o f  t h e  s i d e l i g h t s  t h a t  we e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  o u r  

d a i l y  work  a t  D e n v e r  D i s t r i c t ,  I g u e s s  i t  was D e n v e r  S t a -  

t i o n  i n  t h o s e  days .  

P o r t e r :  R j g h t .  

F i e l d :  So I know t h a t  we h a d  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  d o  w i t h  a n y  

c a n c e r  d r u g s ,  o u t  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  B u t  I c a n  

r e c a l l  v e r y  v a g u e l y  a n d  i n t e r e s t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  Norman 

DeNosaquo who was a m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  D i s -

t r i c t .  He was an M.D. o u t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n .  

He was a l s o  a D o c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  o u t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  M i c h i g a n .  He d i d n ' t  a n d  h e  c o u l d n ' t  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  

o r d i n a r y  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r d  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  a r i g h t  a r m  t h a t  

h a d  b e e n  i n j u r e d  somehow a p p a r e n t l y  a t  b i r t h .  He n e v e r  h a d  

t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  a r m  w h i c h  h u n g  b y  h i s  s i d e  l i m p l y  a n d  h e ' d  

p i c k  i t  u p  w i t h  h i s  l e f t  t o  s h a k e  h a n d s  w i t h  you .  

And Norman w i t h  someone e l s e  came t h r o u g h  t o  i n t e r v i e w  

w i t n e s s e s ,  I g u e s s ,  p a t i e n t s  o r  t h e i r  s u r v i v i n g  r e l a t i v e s  

who h a d  t a k e n  t h e  Koch  t r e a t m e n t .  Now t h e  Koch  t r e a t m e n t  

was o u t  o f  D e t r o i t .  It was b e i n g  s o l d  b y  a  man who h a d  a 



h a d  a Ph.0. i n  c h e m i s t r y ,  a n d  a n  M.D. f r o m  w h a t  i s  now 

Wayne S t a t e  Co l l e g e  o f  M e d i c i n e  i n  D e t r o i t .  I t h i n k  h e  

o b t a i n e d  h i s  M . D .  D e g r e e  b y  t e a c h i n g  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t s .  He 

d i d  n o t ,  I t h i n k  i n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  s e n s e  o f  t h e  word ,  s t u d y  

m e d i c i n e .  He h a d  t h i s  p r o d u c t  t h a t  was l a b e l e d  t o  b e  a o n e  

t o  a t r i l l i o n  a q u e o u s  d i l u t i o n  w h i c h  h e  l a b e l l e d  G l y o x i -  

1  i d e .  The  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  e f f o r t s  i n  f i g h t i n g  t h i s  r a t h e r  

p r e p o s t e r o u s  t h i n g ,  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  a i d e d  a n d  a b e t t e d  b y  my 

p r e d e c e s s o r s  h e r e  a t  AMA. B u t  I know a f t e r  I g o t  h e r e  I 

s e n t  e v e r y  b i t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  we c o u l d  g e t  o r  d i d  h a v e  o n  

t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h i s  quack  c a n c e r  c u r e  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  

P o r t e r :  W o u l d  y o u  s a y  t h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  y o u  

t h o u g h t  s e r i o u s l y  a b o u t  q u a c k e r y  w h i c h  l a t e r  became a v e r y  

m a j o r  p a r t  o f  y o u r  w o r k ?  

F i e l d :  T h i s  was y o u  m i g h t  s a y ,  a r e v e l a t i o n  t o  me t h a t  

t h e r e  was s u c h  a t h i n g  a s  a b u s i n e s s  o f  f o o l i n g  c a n c e r  

p a t i e n t s .  And a b i g  b u s i n e s s .  O f  c o u r s e  I l e a r n e d  a n  

a w f u l  l o t  a b o u t  i t  a f t e r  I g o t  h e r e .  B u t  t h i s  was my 

i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  i f  I am a t  a l l  c o r r e c t  i n  t h i s  a n d  y o u  

m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  my memory i s  n o t  s o  g o o d  anymore ,  b u t  

D r .  DeNosaquo was a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  W a l t e r  Simmons who was 

t h e n  t h e  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  D i s t r i c t  o f  FDA. 

O f  c o u r s e  we d i d  c o l l a b r a t e  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  a n  

I n d i a n a  c a s e  o f  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  t w o  o l d  d o c t o r s  who h a d  

a t r e a t m e n t  f o r  d i a b e t i c s .  We g a v e  t h e m  some l e a d s  o n  w i t -



n e s s e s  and  so on. The g o v e r n m e n t  s u c e s s f u l l y  p r o s e c u t e d  

t h e m  f o r  s e l l i n g  a m i x t u r e  o f  c i d e r  v i n e g a r  a n d  w h a t  was 

t h e  c a t h a r d i c  t h e y  a d d e d  t o  i t ?  Oh y e s ,  s o d i u m  s u l p h a t e .  

P o r t e r :  I d o n ' t :  know. 

F i e l d :  Wel l . . .  v i n e g a r  a n d  s a l t  p e t e r ,  a t  $40.00 a g a l l o n  

t o  d i a b e t i c  p a t i e n t s .  Some o f  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  t h a t  came a n d  

t e s t i f i e d  a s  t o  n e e d l e s s  d e a t h  o f  f a m i l y  members b e c a u s e  

t h e s e  p r o m o t e r s  t o l d  t h e m  p a t i e n t s  o f  t h e i r s  d i d n ' t  n e e d  t o  

t a k e  i n s u l i n .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  some o t h e r  o f  t h o s e  c a s e s  

t h a t  I c a n  r e c a l l  v a g u e l y .  

One o f  t h e m  I t h i n k  was H a d a c o l ,  t h e y  made some r a t h e r  w i l d  

c l a i m s  f o r  H a d a c o l  p r o m o t e d  b y ,  I s h o u l d  s a y ,  b y  a r a t h e r  

c o l o r f u l  p o l i t i c i a n  c h a r a c t e r  f r o m  L a f a y e t t e ,  L o u i s i a n a .  

V h a t  was h i s  nalne now?  L e B l a n c ,  D u d l e y  L e B l a n c .  

P o r t e r :  Yes. 

F i e l d :  T h i s  p a r t  o f  i t  m i g h t  n o t  a p p l y  t o  FDA b u t  i t  c e r -

t a i n l y  h a d  an e f f e c t .  We h a d  a l e t t e r  f r o m  a l a d y  o u t  i n  

C a l i f o r n i a  who was c o m p l a i n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a 

r e l a t i v e  o f  h e r s ,  who was p o s i n g  a s  a n u r s e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

N o t  k n o w i n g ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  r e c e i v i n g  t h a t  l e t t e r  w h a t  o n  

e a r t h  g o o d  i t  was, t h a t  we j u s t  s i m p l y  p u t  i n  t h e  f i l e s .  

O r d i n a r i l y  o n  a l e t t e r  l i k e  t h a t  w o u l d  j u s t  b e  t h r o w n  o u t .  

B u t  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e  M r .  L e B l a n c  l e t  i t  b e  known t h a t  h e  h a d  

a  new m e d i c a l  d i r e c t o r .  T h a t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  t h i s  u n l i c -

e n s e d  m a l e  n u r s e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  who h a d  p i c k e d  h i m s e l f  u p  



some s o r t  o f  s p u r i o u s  m e d i c a l  d i p l o m a .  One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  

t h a t  we d i d  was l e t  i t  b e  known t h a t  t h e  m e d i c a l  d ir e c t o r  

was n o t  i n  f a c t  a d o c t o r .  And a t  t h e  same t i m e  M r . L e B l a n c  

was a d v e r t i s i n g  f o r  a p a r r o t  t h a t  w o u l d  s a y  " H a d a c o l " .  And 

we h o p e d  i n  o u r  l i t t l e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  JAMA w h i c h  i s  t h e  

J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  AMA, t h a t  he  h a d  b e t t e r  l u c k  i n  f i n d i n g  h i m -  

s e l f  a p a r r o t  t h a n  he  d i d  a  m e d i c a l  d i r e c t o r .  And h e  

t h o u g h t  we w e r e  b e i n g  v e r y  u n f a i r  and  h e  c o m p l a i n e d  b i t -  

t e r l y  a b o u t  t h e  AMA r e p o r t  o n  h i s  a c t i v i t y .  B u t  he  n e v e r  

d i d  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  

P o r t e r :  O l i v e r ,  we s o r t  o f  w o r k e d  i n t o  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  some 

o f  t h e s e  q u a c k e r y  c a s e s  a f t e r  y o u  w e r e  i n  AMA a n d  y o u  h a d  

b e e n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  a n  i n s p e c t o r  i n  FDA. 

I j u s t  w a n t e d  t o ,  k i n d  o f  f o r  t h e  t h e  r e c o r d ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

y o u  s w i t c h e d  t o  AMA when y o u  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  about . . .  y o u  

w e r e  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  FDA when y o u  w e r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  

t h e  Koch  c a s e  and  t h e n  y o u  s w i t c h e d  i n t o  some l a t e r  c a s e s  

w h i c h  w e r e  d u r i n g  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  AMA. So b e f o r e  we 

g e t  i n t o  anymore  o f  y o u r  AMA l e t ' s  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  

y o u r  c o m i n g  t o  AMA. What t h i s  j o b  was. What y o u  know 

a b o u t  y o u r  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  d i d  h e  s t a r t  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  I 

c a n ' t  a s k  v e r y  d e f i n i t e  q u e s t i o n s  b e c a u s e  I d o n ' t  know much 

a b o u t  i t  b u t  g i v e  u s  a s  much b a c k g r o u n d  a b o u t  t h e  AMA's 

B u r e a u  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

F i e l d :  W e l l ,  t h a t  I t h i n k ,  I know a l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  i t .  

I n e v e r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  d i d  g e t  t o  mee t  t h e  man who s t a r t e d  



t h e  depa r tmen t .  I t  a c t u a l l y  was a p a r t  o f  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  

o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  AMA. And i t  was c a l l e d  t h e  Propa-  

ganda Depar tmen t .  The propaganda f o r  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  a d v e r -  

t i s i n g  o f  p a t e n t  m e d i c i n e s  and t h  i s  a c t i v i t y  was t h a t  o f  

D r .  A r t h u r  Cramp who was an M.D. He had come t o  t h i s  

c o u n t r y  f r o m  E n g l a n d  and had yone t o  a Normal s c h o o l  o u t  

M i s s o u r i  t o  l e a r n  t o  b e  a t e a c h e r .  He m a r r i e d  a l a d y  o u t  

t h e r e  and he o b t a i n e d  a t e a c h i n g  p o s i t  i o n  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  i n  

id i lwaukee.  And a c h i l d  was b o r n  a l o n g  a b o u t  t h e  t u r n  o f  

t h e  c e n t u r y ,  and t h e  c h i l d  became s i c k  and t h i s  man c a l l e d  

upon someone t o  t r e a t  t h e  c h i l d  b u t  i t  d i e d .  And he was 

c o n v i n c e d  a f t e r w a r d s  t h a t  i n  h i s  need f o r  h e l p  f o r  h i s  

c h i l d ,  h e ' d  c a l l e d  upon a quack and he q u i t  h i s  s c h o o l  

t e a c h i ng and went i n t o  what became M a r q u e t t e  Schoo l  o f  Med-

i c i n e .  I t  was t h e n  known, I t h i n k ,  as t h e  W i s c o n s i n  C o l -  

l e g e  of M e d i c i n e  and  Su rge ry .  On g r a d u a t i o n  he came h e r e  

t o  A M A .  1 d o n ' t  know t h a t  he e v e r  p r a c t i c e d  m e d i c i n e  b u t  

he came h e r e  i n  a b o u t  1906 as an e d i t o r i a l  a s s i s t a n t .  He 

s t a r t e d  t h e  Depar tmen t  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w h i c h  a t  f i r s t  was 

known as t h e  Propaganda Depar tment .  Then t h a t  became t h e  

Bu reau  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  back i n  a b o u t  1925  o r  1926. I n  

f a c t  i t  was t h e  Bureau o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  somet ime b e f o r e  t h e  

FB I  was o r g a n i z e d .  Cramp was e s s e n t i a l l y  a w r i t e r  and he 

i s  t h e  man who c o m p i l e d  r e p o r t s  o n  m e d i c a l  q u a c k e r y  and 

had t h e  p ropoganda d e p a r t m e n t  s e t  g o a l s :  number one 

f o r  e x p o s i n g  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p a t e n t  m e d i c i n e  



i n d u s t r y ;  and ,  number  two ,  f o r  s e e k i n g  h e l p  i n  c o r r e c t i n g  

t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  m o s t l y  f r o m  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  s u c h  

a s  Food  and  D r u g .  Cramp r a n  t h e  d e b a r t m e n t  u n t i l  h i s  r e -

t i r e m e n t  i n  1935 ,  I t h i n k  i t  was. He h a d  a n  a s s i s t a n t  who 

was a n  E n g l i s h  m a j o r  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o .  He 

was B l i s s  H a l l i n g  who a c t u a l l y  d i d  a g o o d  d e a l  o f  t h e  w r i t -  

i n g  and  e d i t i n g  o f  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e r e  c o m p i l e d  i n t o  

v o l u m e s  c a l l e d  N o s t r u m s  a n d  Q u a c k e r y .  And t h e  t h i r d  one,  

t h e r e  was v o l u m e  o n e  a n d  t w o  o f  t h a t  t i t l e ,  a n d  t h e  t h i r d  

one  was N o s t r u m s  a n d  Q u a c k e r y  a n d  P s e u d o  M e d i c i n e .  T h a t  

u a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  m i d  3 0 ' s .  And t h e r e  was m a t e r i a l  f o r  

t h e  f o u r t h  v o l u m e  b u t  i t  n e v e r  d i d  g e t  p u b l i s h e d .  Now a 

l o t  o f  t h o s e  r e p o r t s  i n c l u d e d ,  I g u e s s  y o u ' d  c a l l  them,  

s u m m a r i e s  o f  N o t i c e s  o f  Judgemen t .  They w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  

JAMA q u i t e  a w h i l e  b e f o r e  I came h e r e .  T h e r e  were ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  o n l y  t h o s e  n o t i c e s  t h a t  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  m e d i c a l  

p r o f e s s i o n  b y  r e a s o n  o f  p a t e n t  m e d i c i n e s  a n d  s o  on. 

One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I was t o l d  when I f i r s t  came 

h e r e  was t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  o f  AMA d i d  n o t  a p p r e -

c i a t e  b e i n g  s u e d  b y  p e o p l e  f o r  l i b e l  a n d  s l a n d e r  f o r  t h e  

s t u f f  t h a t  was p u b l i s h e d  b y  Cramp w h i c h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was o f  

a d e r o g a t o r y  n a t u r e .  T h e r e  w e r e  a g o o d  many l a w s u i t s  f i l e d  

d u r i n g  h i s  t e n u r e .  I n  f a c t ,  I c o u n t e d  t h e m  u p  a t  08ne t i m e  

a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  4 2  l a w  s u i t s  a s k i n g  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  26 m i l -

l i o n  i n  damages. And a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I t h i n k ,  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  



one t h a t  a p l a i n t i f f  won was. . . i t  was v e r y  nomina l  I t h i n k  

i t  was a d o l l a r  o r  t w o  judgment  o f  g u i l t y  o f  l i b e l i n g  t h i s  

man because t h e  r e p o r t  r e f e r r e d  t o  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i -  

t i e s .  What t h e y  were, t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  c o u r s e  t h e y  escape me 

b u t  t h a t  was t h e  o n l y  one t h a t  t h e y  l o s t  o f  a l l  t h o s e  42 

l a w  s u i t s ,  because most  o f  them t h e y  were j u s t  f i l e d  and 

t h a t  was t h e  end o f  i t. 

P o r t e r :  Yes. 

F i e l d :  B u t  d u r i n g  my t i m e  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  t o o  many l a w  s u i t s  

f i l e d .  

P o r t e r :  W e l l ,  who f o l l o w e d  Cramp? You d i d n ' t ?  

F i e l d :  No I d i d n ' t ,  a d o c t o r  named C l a n c y  f r o m  t h e  wes t  

c o a s t  succeded Cramp i n  1936. He was a u r o l o g i s t  and i n -

d e p e n d e n t l y  wea ' l thy .  A p p a r e n t l y  h i s  w i f e  had some i d e a s  

t h a t  i f  h e  were i n  Ch i cago  a t  t h e  AMA h e a d q u a r t e r s  t h e r e ' d  

be more s o c i a l  l i f e .  And t h a t  d i d n ' t  happen, o f  c o u r s e .  

He d i d n ' t  s t a y  v e r y  l o n g .  B u t  he c o n t i n u e d  p r e t t y  much i n  

t h e  way t h a t  Cramp and H a l l i n g  had done o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  b u t  

he r e t u r n e d  t o  S e a t t l e  t o  do more g r a d u a t e  s t u d y  i n  u r o l o g y  

i n  1938. 

Then t h e r e  came a  man f r o m  t h e  e a s t  named B a r t o n .  He 

t o o  was a  d o c t o r  o f  med ic ine .  He l e f t  i n  1 9 4 2  t o  go w i t h  

t h e  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  p rocu remen t  p rog ram a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  

W o r l d  War I 1  and t h a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was i n  U a s h i n g t o n  D.C. 

W i t h  D r .  B a r t o n  gone t h e  o n l y  man l e f t  was H a l l i n g .  And 

H a l l i n g  j u s t  r a n  t h e  Depar tment  as he f o u n d  i t .  He 



made no e f f o r t  t o  a d d  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  f i l e s  a n d  t h e y  

were  p r e t t y  d a t e d  b y  t h e  t i m e  I g o t  h e r e .  I n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  

was g i v e n  o n  m a t e r i a l ,  p r o d u c t s  a n d  p e r s o n s  was r a t h e r  o l d .  

And I s p e n t  a g o o d  d e a l  o f  t i m e  o b t a i n i n g  m o r e  u p  t o  d a t e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  f i l e s .  And I, o f  c o u r s e ,  was v e r y  

f o r t u n a t e  i n  my o f f i c e  s e t u p .  I h a d  t w o  l a d i e s ,  o n e  o f  

t h e m  a  J u e l m a  W i l l i a m s  who h a d  b e e n  D r .  C r a m p ' s  s e c r e t a r y  

f r o m  1 9 2 6  u n t i l  1935.  

P o r t e r :  W o u l d  y o u  s p e l l  h e r  name? 

F i e l d :  J U E L M A ,  J u e l m a  W i l l i a m s  was o f  W e l s h  e x t r a c -  

t i o n .  She was a  v e r y  d e d i c a t e d  p e r s o n .  She d i d  m o r e  t h a n  

a n y o n e  c o u l d  e v e r  a s k  h e r  t o  d o  i n  t h e  way o f  c o n t r i b u -  

t i o n s .  She made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  go  o u t  and  g i v e  

t a l k s  o n  q u a c k e r y  a n d  s o  f o u r t h ,  b e c a u s e  s h e  k e p t  t h e  o f f -  

i c e  r u n n i n g .  She w o r k e d  f o r  AHA f o r  4 5  y e a r s ,  I t h i n k ,  

b e f o r e  s h e  r e t i r e d .  

The o t h e r  o n e  was a l a d y  who k e p t  o u r  f i l e s ,  A l e x  

N i c h o l s  a n d  s h e  h a d  a  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  manner  o f  i n d e x i n g  

b o t h  a s  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t ,  a n d  a s  t o  p e r s o n s  a n d  a s  t o  a c t i o n s  

a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o d u c t  l i k e  s e i z u r e s ,  a n d  p r o s e c u t i o n s ,  b o t h  

p r o d u c t s  a n d  p e o p l e .  The  n e t  e f f e c t  was t h a t  we h a d  a  s e t  

o f  f i l e s  t h a t  was a b s o l u t e l y  c o m p l e t e  and  we c o u l d  b r i n g  

o u t  t h e  s a l i e n t  m a t t e r s  v e r y  e a s i l y  a n d  v e r y  q u i c k l y .  

P o r t e r :  What was i n  t h o s e  f i l e s  and  how d i d  y o u  g e t  i t  a n d  

how d i d  y o u  u s e  i t ?  



F i e l d :  I n  v a r i o u s  m a n n e r s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  a p r o d u c t  was 

o f  a l o c a l  n a t u r e  a n d  t h e n  became n a t i o n a l ,  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  

m e d i c a l  s o c i e t y  i n  t h a t  a r e a  w o u l d  h a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  

c o u l d  g e t  i t  f o r  u s  i f  we a s k e d  t h e m  f o r  i t .  Somet imes  we 

w o u l d  go t o  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  i n -

f o r m a t i o n ,  l i k e  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  t h e i r  b u l l e t i n s  a n d  s o  

on.  We w o u l d  a:so i n i t i a t e  some l i t t l e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  

o u r  own. I c a n  remember  o n e  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t .  

We h a d  b e e n  s u e d  b y  M r .  H o x s e y  b e c a u s e  o f  a n  a r t i c l e  

t h a t  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  m a g a z i n e  w h i c h  was a s u p p l e -

m e n t  t o  t h e  H e a r s t  Sunday  p a p e r s ,  Sunday  s u p p l e m e n t .  I n  

t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  s t a t e d  t h a t  H o x s e y ' s  f a t h e r  h a d  d i e d  o f  

c a n c e r  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  H o x s e y  t r e a t m e n t ,  s o  c a l l e d ,  was f o r  

c a n c e r .  And a p p a r e n t l y  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  f i l e  t h a t  

w o u l d  r e a l l y  show t h a t .  I h a d  t o  make k i n d  o f  a f i e l d  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  my own a n d  I c o u l d  f i n d  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  

l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r s  o r  a n y  o f  t h e  d o c t o r s  a r o u n d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  

I l l i n o i s  t o w n  w h e r e  H o x s e y  came f r o m  t h a t  t h i s  was o r  was 

n o t  so. T h e r e  was n o t h i n g  a b o u t  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  

c o u n t y  B u r e a u  o f  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  h a d  

t h e m  t h a t  e a r l y .  B u t  anyway  t o  s h o r t e n  u p  t h e  s t o r y ,  I r a n  

i n t o  t h i s  v e r y  w e a l t h y  M r .  H o x s e y ' s  b r o t h e r  who was t h e  

e p i t o m e  o f  a h i l l b i l l y .  He w o r e  a d i r t y  p a i r  o f  o v e r a l l s ,  

h e  h a d  a s l o u c h  h a t  t h a t  y o u  m i g h t  f i n d  i n  c a r t o o n s  t h a t  

w o u l d  d e p i c t  s u c h  c h a r a c t e r s ,  He h a d  a " chaw"  o f  t o b a c c o  



and  some o f  i t  was o n  h i s  f a c e  and  he  w a n t e d  t o  know w h a t  I 

w a n t e d  t o  know. And I s a i d ,  " W e l l  s i r ,  I ' m  i n q u i r i n g  a s  t o  

t h e  d e a t h  o f  y o u r  f a t h e r . "  And h i s  r e s p o n s e  was, " w e l l  I 

know my f a t h e r  d i d  n o t  d i e  o f  c a n c e r . "  And I s a i d ,  " w e l l  

why do y o u  s a y  t h a t ? "  And he  t o l d  me t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  h a d  

gone  down t o  B a r n e s  H o s p i t a l  i n  S t .  L o u i s ,  h a d  s p e n t  t h r e e  

d a y s  t h e r e  a n d  h a d  r e t u r n e d  b e c a u s e  he  h a d  no c a n c e r .  T h e y  

h a d  a c a n c e r  t r e a t m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t  t h e r e .  So n a t u r a l l y  I 

t h a n k e d  h i m  and I w e n t  o n  down t o  B a r n e s  a n d  s u r e  e n o u g h  

t h e r e  was a r e c o r d  o f  t h i s  man h a v i n g  b e e n  t h e r e  h a v i n g  

b e e n  d i a g n o s e d  a s  h a v i n g  c a n c e r  o f  t h e  f a c e  a n d  h a v i n g  r e -

t u r n e d  u n t r e a t e d  b e c a u s e  he  h a d  r e f u s e d  t r e a t m e n t .  And t h e  

j u d g e  a c t u a l l y  i n  t h a t  c a s e  made a f i n d i n g  t h a t  H o x s e y ' s  

f a t h e r  d i d  d i e  o f  c a n c e r ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  r u l e d  i n  H o x s a y ' s  

f a v o r .  

Oh y e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a f e w  o t h e r  c a s e s  

t h a t  we k i n d  o f  l o o k e d  i n t o  f o r  o u r  own b e n e f i t  a n d  f o r  t h e  

i n c i d e n t a l  b e n e f i t  o f  a n y o n e  e l s e  who w a n t e d  t h e  i n f o r -

m a t i o n ,  who I w o u l d  s a y  was l e g i t i m a t e l y  e n t i t l e d  t o  i t .  

To say ,  j u s t  how d i d  y o u  d o  i t ,  w e l l  e v e r y  c a s e  h a d  i t s  own 

i m p o r t a n c e ,  e v e r y  c a s e  h a d  i t s  own f a c e t s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  

and  a c t i v i t y .  

I o n c e  u s e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  K r e b i o z e n  was t h e  g r e a t e s t  

m e d i c a l  h o a x  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  t w e n t i t h  c e n t u r y ,  

a n d  now I am n o t  so s u r e .  Maybe L a e t r i l e  h a s  t h e m  b e a t .  



The  b u s i n e s s  h e r e  was e s s e n t i a l l y  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  r e a l l y .  We 

h a d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  who w a n t e d  i t ,  m o s t l y  a t  

f i r s t  f o r  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i t s e l f .  M o r e  r e c e n t l y  

f r o m  l a y  p e o p l e .  P r e t t y  s o o n  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  i n q u i r i e s  

e a c h  y e a r  t u r n e d  t o w a r d  t h e  l a y  i n q u i r i e s .  

P o r t e r :  Were t h e s e  j o u r n a l i s t s  or . .  .? 

F i e l d :  Some were .  Some w e r e  l o c a l  r e p o r t e r s .  Some 

a u t h o r s  who came i n  h e r e  a n d  u t i l i z e d  o u r  f i l e s  i n  p r e -  

p a r i n g  t h e i r  b o o k s  o n  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  w e r e  r e l a t e d .  

P o r t e r :  How e l s e  d i d  y o u  d i s s e m i n a t e  t h i s ?  Now, I know o f  

c o u r s e  f r o m  my p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  y o u  w e n t  o u t  a n d  

made a l o t  o f  t a l k s .  

F i e l d :  Oh, y e s ,  I made a g o o d  many o n  o u r  s u b j e c t s .  We 

c o n t r i b u t e d  a f e w  i t e m s  t o  t h e  JAMA. We s t o p p e d  p u b l i s h i n g  

t h e  n o t i c e s  o f  j u d g e m e n t  b e c a u s e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e m  was 

v e r y ,  v e r y  s m a l l .  I f  a p e r s o n  h a d  a n  i n q u i r y  a b o u t  a  p a r -

t i c u l a r  p r o d u c t  a n d  t h e r e  was a n o t i c e  o f  j u d g e m e n t  i n  

t h e r e  t h e y  w o u l d  g e t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  a t  l e a s t ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  a 

c o p y  o f  t h e  n o t i c e  f o r  t h e i r  own i n f o r m a t i o n .  

T h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  became a c t i v e  a n d  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  w h o l e  b u s i n e s s  o f  m e d i c a l  o r  h e a l t h  

q u a c k e r y ,  a s  some p e o p l e  l i k e  t o  c a l l  i t .  

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C a n c e r  S o c i e t y  became 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c a n c e r  q u a c k s  i n  t h e  f i f t i e s .  E a r l i e r  t h e r e  

was a g r o u p ,  a c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l  



s e e k i n g  a way t o  e v a l u a t e ,  a s  t h e y  c a l l e d  i t ,  u n e s t a b l i s h e d  

m e t h o d s  o f  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  c a n c e r .  T h e r e  w e r e  

some v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  p e o p l e  t h a t  w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h a t  

N R C  c o m m i t t e e .  Some o f  t h e m  w e r e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e i r  own 

a r e a s .  

L i k e  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  H a r r y  G a r l a n d  who was a r a d i o l o g i s t  

o u t  i n  San F r a n c i s c o .  The C a l i f o r n i a  M e d i c a l  h a d  a c t i v e  

p e o p l e  who were  s e e k i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  C a l i f o r n i a  s o - c a l l e d  

c u r e s  and  t r e a t m e n t s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a f e w  o f  t h e m  o u t  t h e r e .  

They w e r e n ' t  v e r y  n a t i o n a l l y  known. They  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  

o t h e r s  t h a n  c a n c e r ;  l i k e  a r t h r i t i s  a n d  r h e u m a t i s m .  

Then t h e r e  was t h e  B e t t e r  B u s i n e s s  B u r e a u ,  t h e  Na- 

t i o n a l  B e t t e r  B u s i n e s s  B u r e a u  h a d  i n t e r e s t  i n  some o f  t h e  

q u a c k  a c t i v i t i e s .  Same was t r u e  o f  t h e  A r t h r i t i s  F o u n d a -

t i o n .  The P o s t  O f f i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w h a t  we 

h a d  t o  o f f e r  t h e m  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  b y  m a i l  p r o m o t i o n s .  P r o -

d u c t s  f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  needs ,  I g u e s s  y o u  w o u l d  c a l l  them. 

O f  c o u r s e  t h e  F e d e r a l  T r a d e  C o m m i s s i o n ;  we t h e n  h a d  some 

r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h e m  o n  f a l s e  a d v e r t i s i n g .  The c o l l e c t i n g  a n d  

d i s p e n s i n g  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  was e s s e n t i a l l y  

o u r  a c t i v i t y  h e r e .  

O f  c o u r s e  i t  c h a n g e d  a b i t  i n  a b o u t  1 9 6 2  o r  ' 6 3 .  They  

b r o u g h t  a n o t h e r  man i n  t o  r u n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  A man b y  t h e  

name o f  T a y l o r ,  D o y l  T a y l o r ,  a n d  r a t h e r  t h a n  r u n  t h e  d e -  

p a r t m e n t  t h e  way i t  was, w e l l  t h e y  l e f t  me a l o n e .  He be -  



came o v e r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c h i r o p r a t i c  and  t h a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

became h i s  number one a c t i v i t y .  I k e p t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a s  

i t  was b e f o r e .  

A c e r t a i n  l a w y e r  f r o m  I o w a  was a p p o i n t e d  o r  h i r e d  h e r e  

i n  a b o u t  1 3 6 2  b e c a u s e  M r .  J o e  S t e t t l e r ,  o u r  G e n e r a l  Coun-

s e l ,  h a d  l e f t  t o  go w i t h  t h e  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  M a n u f a c t u r e r s  

A s s o c i a t  i o n .  T h i s  man f r o m  I o w a  b r o u g h t  i n  a f r i e n d  o f  h  

f r o m  Des N o i n e s  who was o s t e n s i b l y  a l a w y e r ,  a l t h o u g h  I 

d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  h e  e v e r  p r a c t i c e d  o r  was a d m i t t e d .  The man 

who b r o u g h t  h i m  i n  was t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l  o f  AMA, h i s  name 

was Bob T h r o c k m o r t o n  f r o m  Des  M o i n e s .  Bob l a s t e d  a  y e a r  o r  

two .  He d e c i d e d  h e  w o u l d  r a t h e r  go b a c k  t o  I o w a  a n d  p r a c -  

t i c e  l a w .  The b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  c h i r o p r a t o r s  c o n t i n u e d  

and  t h a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  l e a d  t o  l i t i g a t i o n .  A l o t  o f  i t .  The 

n e t  r e s u l t  i s  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a v e  k i n d  o f  

s l o w e d  down, l i k e  t h e y  w e r e  when I came h e r e .  The d e p a r t -  

m e n t  now i s ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  a r c h i v e  l i b r a r y  s y s t e m  o f  AMA. 

I d e a l t  w i t h  a g o o d  many s u b j e c t s .  A g o o d  many p e o -  

p l e .  D i s s e m i n a t e d  o u r  p r o p a g a n d a ,  y o u  m i g h t  c a l l  i t ,  t o  a n  

a w f u l  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  b y  r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i -  

c l e s ,  m e d i c a l  c o l u m n i s t s ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  who 

g o t  i n t e r e s t e d  and  h a d  l i t t l e  l e c t u r e s  and  t a l k s  o n  t h e i r  

own, o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  So we d i d  h a v e  q u i t e  a f e w  p e o p l e  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  and  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r s .  I t  

t o o k  q u i t e  a w h i l e .  



P o r t e r :  I p r e s u m e  i t  was i n  t h i s  way t h a t  y o u  beclame 

a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  James H a r v e y  Young? 

F i e l d :  I came a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  D r .  Young b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p a t e n t  m e d i c i n e  a c t i v i t y ,  f i r s t  b e f o r e  t h e  

1 9 0 6  P u r e  Food  a n d  D r u g s  A c t .  And a g a i n  f r o m  1 9 0 6  t o  1 9 3 8  

t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  w e r e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  i n  t h e  1 9 3 8  A c t .  He 

h a s  w r i t t e n  t h s s e  t w o  b o o k s  o n  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s .  One o f  t h e m  

The  T o a d s t o o l  M i l l i o n a i r e s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  o n e  t h e  M e d i c a l  

M e s s i a h s .  I t h i n k  y o u  a r e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  them. 

P o r t e r :  R i g h t .  

F i e l d :  Yes, a n d  t h e n  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r s  t h a t  came i n .  

T h e r e  was J e r r y  C a r s o n  a n d  h i s  "One f o r  a Man a n d  Two f o r  a 

H o r s e " ,  a p i c t o r i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  p a t e n t  m e d i c i n e  p r o m o t i o n .  

A  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  w e l l  d o n e  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  

t i m e  m e d i c i n e  men and  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s .  O t h e r  p e o p l e  h a v e  

w r i t t e n  b o o k s  o n  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s .  T h e r e  a g a i n  I c a n  r e c a l l  

v a g u e l y  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e m  b u t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  e s c a p e  me. 

P o r t e r :  Yes. W e l l ,  0 1  i v e r  now t h a t  w e ' v e  h a d  a l i t t l e  

l u n c h  b r e a k ,  w h i c h  was a v e r y  n i c e  one,  a n d  a r e  a l i t t l e  

r e l a x e d ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  q u a c k e r y  c a n -

g r e s s e s .  I ' d  l i k e  y o u ,  i f  y o u  w o u l d ,  t o  t e l l  me haw t h e y  

g o t  s t a r t e d ,  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e m  i n  a s  g r e a t  a s  d e t a i l  a s  y o u  

w o u l d  l i k e  t o ,  b u t  g i v e  u s  t h e  g e n e s i s  o f  t h e  t h i n g  a n d  

t h e n  j u s t  c a r r y  u s  i n t o  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  q u a c k e r y  c o n g l r e s s e s .  

F i e l d :  W e l l ,  I t h i n k ,  R o b e r t ,  t o  b e g i n  w i t h ,  y o u  h ~ a v e  t o  

a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  AMA i t s e l f .  The AMA i s  a c o n -



f e d e r a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  and l o c a l  m e d i c a l  s o c i e t i e s .  It has  

f u n c t i o n e d  as such  s i n c e  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

The s t a t e d  pu rposes  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  were f o r  t h e  ad- 

vancement o f  t h e  s c i e n c e  and a r t  o f  m e d i c i n e  and f o r  t h e  

p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  T h i s  was t h e  b a s i s  upon 

wh ich  t h e  AMA began i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  And t h e r e  was a t  t h a t  

t i m e  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  was e x p r e s s e d  i n  one o f  t h e  e a r l y  

m e e t i n g s ,  w h e t h e r  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  I d o n ' t  know, o f  t h e~ 
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  a b o u t  m e d i c a l  quacke ry .  

T h i s  was one o f  t h e  v e r y  e a r l i e s t  c o r o l l a r i e s  o f  t h e  b u s i -  

ness  o f  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  To keep peo- 

p l e  away f r o m  t h o s e  who wou ld  e x p l o i t  them, who a r e  e i t h e r  

a c t u a l l y  o r  who t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  i n  need o f  m e d i c a l  a t t e n -

t i o n .  And t h i s  was n e v e r  r e a l l y  f o r m a l i z e d  u n t i l  t h e  

com ing  o f  D r .  Cramp a r o u n d  1906. 

Now b e f o r e  t h e  coming  o f  Cramp t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  

r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  i t  i s  v e r y  

w e l l  known and I d o n ' t  have, a t  my f i n g e r t i p s ,  t h e  b a s i s  o r  

t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e  AMA and i t s  v e r y  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  o f  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  1906, o r  what  became t h e  1906  Pu re  Food and 

Drugs  Ac t .  AMA s u p p o r t e d  t h a t  and I t h i n k  AMA s u p p o r t e d  

t h e  ' 3 8  Ac t .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h e y  were v e r y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  

t h e  Homeopath ic  Pharmacopoe ia  b e i n g  i n  as a p a r t  o f  t h e  

l a w  o f  t h e  l a n d  as i t  became u n d e r  a homeopath, S e n a t o r  

Cope land  f r o m  New York,  who was one o f  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  



1938 F o o d  D r u g  and  C o s m e t i c  A c t .  I t h i n k  AMA h a s  h a d  sup -  

p o r t  a s  a m a t t e r  o f  i t s  p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  e x i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  

l a w s  t h a t  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  o l d  1906 A c t ,  now 

t h e  1 9 3 8  A c t  a n d  t h e ,  I t h i n k  y o u  w o u l d  c a l l  t h e m  t h e  

Amendments w h i c h  r e q u i r e d  now n o t  o n l y  s a f e t y  b u t  e f f i c a c y  

i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  new d r u g s .  I d o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h i c h  h a s  e x i s t e d  s i n c e  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  FDA i s  a r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  phenomenom. 

P o r t e r :  Do y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  g o i n g  c l e a r  b a c k  s r t  o f  t o  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g ,  t h i s  i s  a n  o u t g r o w t h  and  maybe a w d e n i n g  o f  a  

d e s i r e  a n d  e f f o r t  t o ,  s o r t  o f  a s e l f - p o l i c i n g  t h i n g ,  to . .  . 
F i e l d :  No, i f  w h a t  y o u  s a y  t o  me a s  I u n d e r s  a n d  i t  t o  b e  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  s o u g h t  t o  p o l i c e  i t s  

own a s  s u c h ,  I w o u l d  s a y  no,  e x c e p t  f o r  i t s  s u p p o r t  o f  

S t a t e  M e d i c a l  P r a c t i c e  a n d  L i c e n s u r e  A c t s .  T h i s  w o u l d  n o t  

a p p l y  t o  p r o d u c t s ,  n o r  w o u l d  i t  a p p l y  t o  m e t h o d s  o f  p r a c -

t i c e  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  m a k i n g  s u r e  t h a t  t h o s e  who d i d  p r a c t i c e  

m e d i c i n e  w e r e  a d e q u a t e l y  t r a i n e d  a n d  w e r e  h o n o r a b l e  men o r  

women b e c a u s e  a f t e r  a l l  we h a v e  h a d  p h y s i c i a n s  m a i n l y  o f  

men b u t  many o f  t h e  g e n t l e r  s e x ,  I t h i n k  t h e y  c a l l  i t .  

B u t  now I d o n ' t  t h i n k  m e d i c i n e  b y  i t s e l f  s o u g h t  t o  p o l i c e  

i t s e l f .  O f  c o u r s e  i t  h a d  i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  e t h i c s ,  s t a n d  

I g u e s s  maybe y o u ' d  c a l l  i t .  The AHA j u d i c i a l  c o u n ' c i l  was 



an a p p e l l a t e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  d o c t o r s ,  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p h y s i c i a n s  

who were accused by t h e i r  l o c a l  m e d i y a l  s o c i e t i e s  o f  un-

e t h i c a l  c o n d u c t  w h i c h  c o u l d  i n c l u d e  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  use  

o f  u n e s t a b l i s h e d  m e d i c a t i o n s  o r  methods i n  a t r e a t m e n t  o f  

peop le .  The re  was a lways  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  make i t  a  s c i e n t i -  

f i c  a c t i v i t y .  The re  was a l s o  f i r s t ,  a l w a y s  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  

t h a t  t h e r e  was t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  a r t  o f  m e d i c i n e ,  i t  had t o  

be r e c o g n i z e d  because t h e r e  i t  s t a n d s .  No, I t h i n k  AMA 

r e l i e d  on t h e  s t a t u t o r y  enac tmen ts ,  b o t h  f e d e r a l  and s t a t e .  

And i t  wou ld  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  as p a r t  o f  i t s  own 

a c c e p t e d  p u r p o s e  o f  b e i n g ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  AMA had  any i d e a  o f  

mak ing  i t s e l f  a l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  agency. 

P o r t e r :  W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  mean t h a t  so  much as a s o r t  o f  

an. . . in an o r g a n i z a t i o n  y o u  t h i n k  o f  i t  as an i n t e r n a l  

s e c u r i t y  t y p e  o f  t h i n g .  To e r a d i c a t e  t h e  bad  a c t o r s  f r o m  

t h e i r  own m i d s t .  

F i e l d :  We l l ,  no I t h i n k  t h a t  was l e f t  e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  

l o c a l  s o c i e t y .  On t h a t  a c t i v i t y ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I know 

o f  and have  had access  t o  what has  happened i n  t h o s e  i n -  

s t a n c e s ,  w o u l d  be t h a t  i t  wou ld  be up t o  t h e  l o c a l  s o c i e t y .  

Tha t  a c t i v i t y  was s u b j e c t  t o  appea l  on b e h a l f  o f  anyone who 

had been accused  and f o u n d  g u i l t y  o f  some i n f r a c t i o n  o f  

e t h i c s  o r  l a w  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  membership,  n o t  i n  

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  a b i l i t i e s  t o  p r a c t i c e .  Then he had  



t h e  r i g h t  t o  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  AMA j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l .  A g a i n  

o n l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  h i s  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  h i s  l o c a l  m e d i c a l  

s o c i e t y .  B u t  i f  t h e r e  was a m a t t e r  o f  v i o l a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  

l a w  AMA h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  do  w i t h  t h a t  e x c e p t  p e r h a p s  t o  

r e p o r t  s u c h  a c t i v i t y ,  o r  t h e y  l e f t  i t  s t r i c t l y  t o  t h e  s t a t e  

m e d i c a l  l i c e n s i n g  b o a r d s  and  now m o r e  r e c e n t l y  t h e  S t a t e  

D i s c i p l i n a r y  B o a r d s .  T h i s  e n t a i l s  a b u s i n e s s  o f  d o c t o r s  

n o t  c o m p e t e n t  f o r  r e a s o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  s o  

f o u r t h  t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e .  

P o r t e r :  L e t ' s  g e t  i n t o  t h e  q u a c k e r y  c o n g r e s s e s .  

F i e l d :  W e l l ,  y e s ,  t h a t  was r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  I h o p e  

p r o d u c t i v e .  AMA, i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  a s t a f f  man who was t h e  

g e n e r a l  c o u n s e l  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  M r .  J o e  S t e t l e r .  Now J o e  came 

h e r e  t o  work  a s  a s t a f f  l a w y e r  i n ,  I t h i n k ,  i t  was f e d e r a l  

l e g i s l a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n .  And n o t  t o o  

l o n g  a f t e r  h e  came h e r e ,  a m a t t e r  o f  a  y e a r ,  t w o  o r  t h r e e ,  

h e  became t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u n s e l .  O f  c o u r s e  i t  was h i s  d u t y  

t o  r e p r e s e n t  AMA a n d  t o  g i v e  t h e m  g o o d  l e g a l  a d v i c e  i n  w h a t  

t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g  i n t e r n a l l y ,  i n  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  s o  

on. T h i s  i s  t o  a v o i d  c r i t i c i s m  m o s t l y ,  I guess .  B 'ut  i t  

was a l s o  a p r a c t i c a l  t h i n g ,  t h e y  h a d  h a d  l a w y e r s  o n  t h e  

s t a f f  l o n g  b e f o r e .  I n  f a c t  I was o n  t h e  s t a f f  b u t  n o t  i n  

t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  l e g a l  a d v i c e  a n d  s o  o n  b e f o r e  he  a r r i v e d  o n  

t h e  scene .  And t h e r e  w e r e  men when I came, t h e y  c a l l e d  i t  

L e g i s l a t i v e  A c t i v i t i e s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  I t h i n k .  B u t  hel re a g a i n  



i t  was i n  r e l a t ' i o n  t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  AMA and i t s  e f f o r t s  

t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  Not  much had been done a l o n g  

t h e  l i n e  o f  any p u b l i c  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  A d a y  

came a l o n g  when, I t h i n k ,  I was v i s i t i n g  M r .  S t e t l e r  i n  h i s  

o f f i c e  on a n o t h e r  m a t t e r .  He s a i d  t o  me, " O l i v e r  have  y o u  

e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  h a v i n g  m e e t i n g s  o n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  quack -  

e r y ? " ,  and k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  were c o m m i t t e e s  and o t h e r  

i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  g roups  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  

m e d i c i n e .  The re  were c o m m i t t e e s  f o r  t h i s ,  o r  c o u n c i l s  f o r  

t h a t  and so on. C o u n c i l  on d r u g s  t h e n  a c o u n c i l  on pharmacy 

and c h e m i s t r y ,  c o u n c i l  on f o o d s  and n u t r i t i o n ,  c o u n c i l  on 

m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  c o u n c i l  on m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s .  Many 

i n t e r n a l  g roups  had t h e i r  commi t t ees  and had t h e i r  a c t i v i -  

t i e s  w h i c h  were,  number one, f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e .  

He re  was an a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  good t h a t  had l i t t l e  

p u b l i c  n o t i c e .  And he asked me had  I e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  p u t -

t i n g  on a m e e t i n g  on q u a c k e r y  and h a v i n g  a commi t t ee .  And 

1 s a i d ,  " W e l l  yes ,  my s e c r e t a r y  and  I had t a l k e d  a b o u t  i t ,  

we had done n o t h i n g  abou t  i t  because o f  o t h e r  commitments ,  

I guess."  And he s a i d ,  "We l l ,  d raw u p  a memorandum on t h e  

s u b j e c t  and g i v e  me y o u r  t h o u g h t s  on i t ." And I d i d  and, o f  

c o u r s e ,  t h i s  memorandum t h a t  we have  i n  f r o n t  o f  us  add-

r e s s e d  t o  h i m  back i n  J a n u a r y  o f  what i s  it... 

P o r t e r :  T h i s  i s  a memorandum f r o m  y o u  t o  M r .  S t e t l e r ,  o f  

J a n u a r y  30,  1961.  



F i e l d :  Yes. 

P o r t e r :  I t h i n k  b y  t h i s  t i m e  y o u  l a i d  o u t  a... 

F i e l d :  I l a i d  ou t . . .wha t  became p r e t t y  much t h e  C o n g r e s s .  

P o r t e r :  F i r s t  C o n g r e s s .  

F i e l d :  F i r s t  C o n g r e s s ,  y e s .  Yes I h a d  n o t i f i e d  p e o p l e  i n  

t h e  Food  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  D e p a r t -  

men t ,  F e d e r a l  T r a d e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e  C a n c e r  S o c i e t y ,  A r t h r i -

t i s  a n d  R h e u m a t i s m  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e  some 

o t h e r  g r o u p s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  h a v e  h a d  a n  i n o r d i n a t e  

i n t e r e s t  n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  Out  o f  t h a t  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  t h e  

c o o r d i n a t  o n  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a g e n c i e s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  

g r o u p s  we d i d  o r g a n i z e  a n d  p u t  o n  w h a t  became a v e r y  s u c -

c e s s f u l  a  d  v e r y  w o r t h w h i l e  w e l l  p u b l i c i z e d  m e e t i n g  o n  

q u a c k e r y  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s  i n  w h i c h  i n t e r e s t  i n  a n d  

o b l i g a t i o n s  f o r ,  w e r e  e x t a n t .  

P o r t e r :  I n  t h e  e v e n t  d i d  FDA a c t u a l l y  c o s p o n s o r  t h a t  

f i r s t . . .  

F i e l d :  F i r s t  o n e  was a c o - s p o n s o r e d  t h i n g  b y  FDA a n d  AMA. 

And we b r o u g h t  i t  t o  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  t o l d  t h  em w h a t  we 

h a d  i n  m i n d .  The p e o p l e  o f  FDA, t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  

we d e a l t  w i t h  w e r e  Mr. J a n s s e n  a n d  D r .  M i l s t e a d .  Wle m i g h t  

h a v e  a l s o  t a l k e d  t o M r .  L a r r i c k .  

P o r t e r :  Yes. 

F i e l d :  I t  was M r .  L a r r i c k ,  b e c a u s e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  h e  was 

C o m m i s s i o n e r .  



P o r t e r :  R i g h t .  

F i e l d :  And we g o t  a f a v o r a b l e  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  FDA and f r o m  

t h e  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  and t h e  n e t  r e s u l t  we d i d ,  we had a v e r y  

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  we ' l l  p r e s e n t e d  and w e l l  p u b l i c i z e d  m e e t i n g  on 

t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  U a s h i n g t o n ,  DC I t h i n k  i t  w a s  O c t o b e r ,  1961.  

P o r t e r :  Now t h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  t w o  more such  c o n g r e s s e s ,  

why w a s  t h e  need f e l t  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  ones?  Was t h e  f i r s t  

one so s u c e s s f u l  and so on or...? 

F i e l d :  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  i f  you  o n l y  had one i n  t h a t  

d i r e c t i o n  and s t o p p e d  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u  a r  p o i n t ,  y o u  m i g h t  

l e a v e  a v o i d  t h a t  p e o p l e  w o u l d  wonder why d i d  y o u  o n l y  do 

i t  once. P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  o t h e r s  i n  he p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p  

t h a t  were i n t e r e s t e d  and f e l t  t h a t  t h  s was a good means. 

P o r t e r :  D i d  i t  grow? Uas t h e  second one b i g g e r  i n  t e r m s  

o f  p e o p l e  who came and.. .? 

F i e l d :  My r e c o l l e c t i o n  o n  t h a t  is...no, I ' m  n o t  su re .  I t  

was abou t  t h e  same b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was as much, I ' m  

s u r e  i t  w a s n ' t  any g r e a t e r  i n  t h e  way o f  response.  And 

t h a t ' s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  mee t i ngs .  

P o r t e r :  B a s i c a l l y  i t  was t h e  same p e o p l e  more o r  l e s s .  

F i e l d :  P r e t t y  much, p r e t t y  much t h e  same peop le .  And 

t h e r e  were m e e t i n g s  i n  t h e  i n t e r i m ,  between t h e  n a t i o n a l  

m e e t i n g s ,  o f  t h o s e  who were p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  and 

t h o u g h t  t h e  i d e a  was good t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  e f f o r t .  

P o r t e r :  You know Harvey  Young i n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  you,  w h i c h  

he s e n t  me a  copy  o f ,  i s  i n t e r e s t - i n  what h e  c a l l s ,  he 



d i d n ' t  know i t s  e x a c t  name, b u t  I t h i n k  he  r e f e r s  t o  i t  as  

a  Q u a c k e r y  C o m m i t t e e  t h a t  s o r t  o f  c a r r i e d  o n  t h i s  w o r k  

b e t w e e n  t h e  C o n g r e s s e s .  Was t h i s . . . h e  w a n t s  t o  know some-

t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  d o  y o u  r e c a l l ,  was t h i s  a f o r m a l  s o r t  o f  

t h i n g  o r . . . ?  

F i e l d :  W e l l ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  Q u a c k e r y  was a p p o i n t e d  b y  

t h e  A M A  t r u s t e e s  as  a  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  b o a r d  o f  t r u s t e e s .  

I t h i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  o f  t h e . . . o r  maybe i t  was d u r -

i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  o r  t h i r d ,  h e r e  a g a i n  I ' d  h a v e  t o  r e a l l y  go 

i n t o  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  t h e  o l d  f i l e s .  B u t  t h e  p e o p l e  who 

w e r e  o n  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e ,  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  d o c t o r s  o f  m e d i c i n e .  

One o f  t h e m  was t h e  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  New Y o r k  

S t a t e  M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y .  One o f  t h e m  was a s u r g e o n  down i n  

New O r l e a n s ,  D r .  J o s e p h  S a b a t i e r .  A n o t h e r  one  was a n e u r o -

s u r g e o n  i n  S o s t o n ,  D r .  Tom B a l l e n t y n e .  He became P r e s i d e n t  

o f  AMA n o t  t o o  many y e a r s  ago. B u t  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e  r e a l l y  

d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a  c o m m i t t e e  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  

a n d  t h e  w o r t h w h i l e n e s s  o f  c h i r o p r a c t i c .  

P o r t e r :  I see. 

F i e l d :  And i t s  f u n c t i o n . . .  

P o r t e r :  Do y o u  t h i n k  i t  s o r t . . .  

F i e l d :  ...was r e l a t e d  away f r o m  s u c h  m e e t i n g s  a s  we h a d  

b e f o r e .  

P o r t e r :  Do y o u  t h i n k  i t  s t a r t e d  t h e r e  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  j u s t  

s o r t  o f  n a r r o w e d  i t  o f f  i n t o  t h a t . . . ?  



F i e l d :  T h a t  v e r y  w e l l  c o u l d  h a v e  been.  I a t t e n d e d  a g o o d  


inany o f  t h e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e .  I d i d  n o t  f u n c t i o n  


a s  a s e c r e t a r y  t o  i t .  E v e n  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t  o f  i t  I h a d  a 


man who w o r k e d  f o r  u s  f o r  a w h i l e  who d i d  t h e  w o r k  o f  s e c r e - 


t a r y  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  And w h a t  was h i s  name...? 


P o r t e r :  Was t h a t  t h e  y o u n g  f e l l o w ,  D i c k  s o m e t h i n g  o r  t h e  


o t h e r ?  


F i e l d :  No, n o t  S t a l v y .  


P o r t e r :  N o t  S t a l v y .  


F i e l d :  No i t  was. . .Youngerman, Bob Youngerman.  


No, S t a l v y  was my a s s i s t a n t  b e f o r e  t h a t .  He was t h e r e  

i n  t h e  f i f t i e s  a n d  I t h i n k  b y  t h e  t i m e  t h e  m e e t i n g s  o n  

q u a c k e r y  o c c u r e d  h e  h a d  l e f t  me t o  go... 
-

P o r t e r :  D i d  h e  become S e c r e t a r y  o f  a S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o r  

s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

F i e l d :  No h e  d i d  n o t ,  h e  became p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  o u r  P R  

p e o p l e  and  t h e n  h e  w e n t  t o  w o r k  f o r  t h e  N u t r i t i o n  

F o u n d a t i o n .  

P o r t e r :  He came f r o m  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  o r i g i n a l l y ,  d i d n ' t  h e ?  

F i e l d :  He was w i t h  Food  a n d  D r u g .  The f a c t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  

i s ,  I i n t e r v i e w e d  h i m  f o r  a j o b  i n  1 9 5 4  i n  San F r a n c i s c o  

w h e r e  h e  was w o r k i n g  a s  a n  i n s p e c t o r .  He h a d  a  p r e m e d i c a l  

b a c k g r o u n d  a t  S t a n f o r d .  And h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  m e d i c i n e  

was, h e  h a d  I t h i n k  a t  l e a s t  o n e  u n c l e ,  i f n o t  m o r e  r e l a -

t i v e s  who w e r e  d o c t o r s  o f  m e d i c i n e  down i n  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  



He d i d  not c o n t i n u e  i n t o  t h e  m e d i c a l  s t u d y ,  f o r  r e a s o n s  

b e t t e r  known t o  h i m s e l f ,  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  e s c a p e  me a t  t h i s  

monen t .  B u t  h e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  as  a p a r t  o f  s t a f f  a n y t h i n g  t o  

do  w i t h  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  t h e  p l a n n i n g  o r  t h e  p u t t i n g  o n  

o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o n g r e s s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  man who 

was t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e  s u c e e d e d  h i m  a s  

my a s s i s t a n t  o r  h o w e v e r  y o u  c a t e r g o r i z e  p e o p l e  who w o r k  f o r  

you .  B u t  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  Q u a c k e r y ,  I r e a l l y  h a d  a p r i v a t e  

f e e l i n g  o f  d i s p l e a s u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when t h e  t h r u s t  o f  i t s  

e f f o r t  was i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  l e t t i n g  i t  b e  known a b o u t  t h e  

q u a l i t y  o f  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  and  s o  o n  a s  members o f  t h e  h e a l -  

i n g  a r t s ,  s o - c a l l e d .  I r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  t o o  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  

w h o l e  t h i n g  b u t  I d i d  n o t  s a y  t o o  much a b o u t  i t  b e c a u s e  it 

was p r e t t y  much o u t  o f  my hands .  And i t  became p r e t t y  much 

o u t  o f  my h a n d s  w i t h  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  M r .  T a y l o r ,  M r .  D o y l e  

T a y l o r .  He came i n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  6 0 ' s ,  a b o u t  1 9 6 2  o r  1963 .  

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  was h e r e  when we h a d  o u r  f i r s t  m e e t i n g ,  o r  

f i r s t  c o n g r e s s ,  I s h o u l d  say ,  i n  1961.  

P o r t e r :  D y o u  t h i n k  h e  p u s h e d  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

o f . .  .? 

F i e l d :  We 1 ,  h e  made a k i n d  o f  a p e r s o n a l  c r u s a d e  o u t  o f  

i t ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  h e  came f r o m  I o w a  a s  d i d  c h i r o p r ' a c t i c  i n  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  by  t h e  way o f  t h e  P a l m e r s  i n  D a v e n p o r t .  

W e l l  t h a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  e n d e d  u p  w i t h  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  

m u l t i p l e  l a w  s u i t s  a n d  s o  on, n o n e  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  v e r y  



P O P U l a r  w i t h  t h e  management o f  AMA. I t h i n k  I t o l d  y o u  

i h a t  I was t o l d  t h a t  when I f i r s t  came h e r e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  

l i k e  l a w  s u i t s .  F o r  w h i c h  y o u  c a n ' t  b1  ame them. 

P o r t e r :  Which r e a l l y  meant t h a t  you  had t o  be...you g o t  

t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  many sou rces ,  y o u  had t o  be p r e t t y  

su re ,  you  had good poop b e f o r e  y o u  a c t e d  on i t .  

F i e l d :  W e l l ,  y e s ,  y o u  had t o  have someth ing  i n  y o u r  h i p  

p o c k e t  when y o u  f i r e d  y o u r  gun, o t h e r w i s e  y o u  a r e  i n  r e a l  

deep and s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e .  We t r i e d  t o  a v o i d  t h a t ,  we t r i e d  

t o  be f a c t u a l  and we t r i e d  t o  be, I t h i n k ,  r a t h e r  o b j e c -  

t i v e .  We d i d n ' t  a t t a c k  anybody on t h e i r  p e r s o n  o t h e r  t h a n  

t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  had m e d i c a l  i m p o r t ,  had  m e d i c a l  

e f f e c t  y o u  m i g h t  c a l l  i t .  And t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  were n o t  

based on sound s c i e n t i f i c  p r i n c i p l e s .  

P o r t e r :  Okay, now y o u  had a n o t h e r  Q u a c k e r y  Congress  t h e n  

i n  Chicago.  A second one. 

F i e l d :  Tha t  was an i n t e r i m  m e e t i n g  be tween t h e  f i r s t  and 

t h e  t h i r d .  F i r s t  and second. I t h i n k  t h a t  was a more 

m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  t o  p l o t  t h e i r  c o u r s e  f o r  h a v i n g  a 

second mee t i ng ,  a second n a t i o n a l  mee t i ng .  

P o r t e r :  It was a p r e t t y  b i g  m e e t i n g  because I was i n  

Ch icago a t  t h a t  t i m e  and I a t t e n d e d  i t .  

F i e l d :  W e l l ,  y o u  d i d n ' t  have a l o t  o f  o u t s i d e  p e o p l e ,  y o u  

had j u s t  t h o s e  who were p r i m a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  and t h e i r  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  



P o r t e r :  Yes, maybe so. 

F i e l d :  No t  t h e  g e n e r a l  publ i c  a n d  I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  i t  

was w e l l  p u b l i c i z e d  o r  n o t ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a 1 1  t h a t .  The 

second  c o n g r e s s  was p r e t t y  much t h e  same a s  t h e  f i r s t .  The 

t h i r d  c o n g r e s s  g o t  i n t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  c h i r o p r a c t i c  p r o b -  

l e m s  and  t h a t  g rew I guess  i n t o . . . w h a t  was t h e  l a s t  one, I 

g u e s s  t h e  l a s t  o n e  was f o u r t h .  Now w h e r e  t h a t  was h e l d ,  I 

t h i n k  t h a t  was h e l d  i n  C h i c a g o .  

P o r t e r :  Was i t ?  

F i e l d :  I t h i n k  so. We'd h a v e  t o  go  b a c k  i n t o  t h ~ e  r e c o r d s .  

P o r t e r :  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i f  a n y b o d y  w a n t e d  t o  i n q u i r e  more  

i n t o  t h i s  I w o u l d  p resume AMA h a s  f i l e s  o f  r e c o r d ~ s  t h a t  

wou ld . .  . 
F i e l d :  Yes t h e  f i l e s  a r e  s t i l l  h e r e  a t  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  

C h i c a g o .  The a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e m  w o u l d  be  up t o ,  number 

one  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t  and  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  b e i n g  

i n t e r e s t e d .  To s a t i s f y  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u n s e l .  

P o r t e r :  Yes, I r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  b u t  t h e r e  i s  d o c u m e n t a r y  

m a t e r i a l  i n  e x i s t e n c e  t h a t  i f  a p e r s o n  c o u l d . .  . 
F i e l d :  W e l l ,  i f  h e  w a n t e d  t o  come i n  a n d  s t u d y  I w o u l d  

i m a g i n e  i f  he  had a good  r e a s o n  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  he  o r  she 

w o u l d  want  o r  b e  a b l e  t o  l e t  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u n s e l  know o f  

t h e i r  i n t e r e s t .  AMA, o f  c o u r s e ,  has  h a d  some v e r y  v e r y  

a b r a s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  p e o p l e  who h a v e  come i n n o  t h e i r  

f i l e s  and  t h e y  a r e  a l i t t l e  b i t  gun shy  i n  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  o f  



l e t t i n g  t h e i r  f i l e s  open.  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  some p r e t t y  

t r a u m a t i c  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  h i g h l y  u n j u s t i f i e d .  P e o p l e  h a v e  a n  

i d e a  t h a t  AMA i s  some k i n d  o f  a g i a n t  t h a t  f u n c t i o n s  t o  

p r o t e c t  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  o n l y ,  a n d  t h a t  i s n ' t  so. 

The i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  p a r t  o f  ANA, i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  

t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n .  B u t  i t  i s  a l s o  n o t  

p e r h a p s  as  i m m e d i a t e l y  i m p o r t a n t  b u t  g e n e r a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  

t h a t  wha t  i t  d o e s  i s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  and  n o t  

f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  h a v i n g  a x e s  t o  g r i n d  o r  p e o p l e  h a v i n g  

p e c u l i a r  i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  and  n o t  i n  

t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c .  

P o r t e r :  Yes. 

F i e l d :  So I d o n ' t  know, I c o u l d  n o t  s p e a k  f o r  t h e  a s s o c i -  

a t i o n  a s  o f  t h i s  t i m e .  Anyone who w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  

a l o n g  t h a t  l i n e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  l a y  t h e i r  c a r d s  o n  

t h e  t a b l e ,  s o  t o  speak .  

P o r t e r :  T h e y ' d  h a v e  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u n s e l .  

F i e l d :  T h e y ' d  h a v e  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u n s e l .  

P o r t e r :  T h e y  a r e n ' t  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s .  T h i s  i s  a p r i v a t e  

i n s t i t u t i o n .  

F i e l d :  A p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e y  a r e  a c o r p o r a t i o n  

o r g a n i z e d  n o t  f o r  p r o f i t .  

P o r t e r :  I w o u l d  l i k e  y o u  somewhere  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e ,  I 

d o n ' t  wan t  t o  i n t e r r u p t  a n y t h i n g  i f  y o u ' v e  g o t  m o r e  t o  s a y  

o n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s u b j e c t  b u t  i f  y o u  h a v e  u s e d  u p  t h e  p r e s e n t  



s u b j e c t .  I w o u l d  l i k e  y o u  t o  t a l k  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  

p e o p l e ,  m o s t l y  ' in  FDA, t h a t  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e  t h a t  y o u  

came i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a n d  t e l l  me w h a t  k i n d  o f  p e o p l e  t h e y  

w e r e  a s  f a r  a s  y o u  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  a n d  how y o u  w o r k e d  w i t h  

them,  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  AMA a n d  y o u  know 

j u s t  g e n e r a l ... 1 ' 1 1  t e l l  y o u  O l i v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a l o t  o f  

t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t h a t  i s  j u s t  p l a i n  i n  t h e  f i l e s  

o f  FDA  y o u  know. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  d o  i s  g e t  l i t t l e  

v i g n e t t e s ,  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  maybe i s n ' t  i n  t h e  w r i t t e n  w o r d  

b u t  w o u l d  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  h l s t o r i c a l l y .  

L o o k  a t  a  man l i k e  G e o r g e  L a r r i c k  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a n d  I 

d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  p i c k  h i m  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  b u t  I know a f t e r  y o u  

g o t  t h e  j o b  i n  .\MA I know y o u  d e a l t  w i t h  L a r r i c k  o n  many 

o c c a s i o n s .  You saw h i m  d e a l i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  

F i e l d :  I a l w a y s  h a d  g o o d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  M r .  L a r r i c k .  I 

t h o u g h t  h e  was a v e r y  f i n e  g e n t l e m a n .  I knew a b i t  a b o u t  

h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  FDA. He was n o t  a n  i n s p e c t o r ,  h e  was a 

c h e m i s t ,  w a s n ' t  h e ?  

P o r t e r :  No, h e  was a n  i n s p e c t o r .  

F i e l d :  Was h e  a n  i n s p e c t o r ,  w e l l  who was i t  t h a t  was t h e  

...D r .  M i l s t e a d ,  h e  was a c h e m i s t .  

P o r t e r :  Yes, L a r r i c k  was n o t ,  i n  f a c t  I d o n ' t  know i f  

L a r r i c k  h a d  a c o l l e g e  d e g r e e  I ' v e  h e a r d  t h a t .  I m i g h t  b e  

a l l  w e t  a b o u t  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

F i e l d :  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was some i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h a t .  



P o r t e r :  He was n o t  a m e d i c a1 man. 

F i e l d :  No, he  h a d  n o  rned ica 1 b a c k g r o u n d  t h a t  I knew o f .  

B u t  I t h i n k  he  d i d  h a v e  some d o c t o r a t e  i n  s c i e n c e .  

P o r t e r :  H o n o r a r y .  

F i e l d :  Was i t  h o n o r a r y ?  W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  

b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n  away f r o m  him. I 

t h i n k  he  d i d  a p r e t t y  a b l e  j o b  o f  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  p r e d e c e s -

s o r s  who a r e  a l l  men u p  f r o m  t h e  r a n k s  i n  FDA. T h e r e  w e r e  

many w a i t i n g  i n  t h e  w i n g s ,  y o u  m i g h t  s a y ,  when L a r r i c k  r e -

l i n q u i s h e d  h i s  p o s t ,  I g u e s s  h e  r e t i r e d  

P o r t e r :  Yes. 

F i e l d :  Then. t o  h a v e  somebody come i n  w t h  a n  o u t s i d e r ,  

f r o m  t h e  same a g e n c y  b u t  n o t  a  Food  a n d  D r u g  b a c k g r o u n d  was 

a m a t t e r  t h a t  was p r e d i c t e d  b y  a f o r m e r  e m p l o y e e  o f  FDA a n d  

who wound u p  h i s  c a r e e r  a s  a man o n  o u r  s t a f f ,  a Norman 

DeNosequo. 

Norm, i n  a p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a t  one  t i m e  when we 

w e r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e ,  p r e d  c t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  

P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  e v e r  came i n  and  ook  o v e r  t h e  FDA, 

i t  w o u l d  c h a n g e  and  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  t h e  FDA t h a t  we h a d  

known. I n  my c a p a c i t y ,  b o t h  a s  a f o r m e r  e m p l o y e e  a n d  a s  a 

man who had,  I t h i n k ,  h a d  p r e t t y  g o o d  r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h e  

p e o p l e  i n  FDA. 

P o r t e r :  D i d  y o u  s e e  t h a t  h a p p e n  when G o d d a r d  ...y ou ' r  

s p e a k i n g  o f  when C o d d a r d  came i n .  D i d  y o u  s e e  a chiange 

w i t h  y o u r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  F D A ?  



F i e l d :  W e l l  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  no. G o d d a r d  I t h i n k  came 

i n t o  o u r . . . I  t h i n k  h e  was t h e r e  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  c o n g r e s s .  

L a r r i c k  was t h e r e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t .  No I t h i n k  i t  w a s n ' t  a n y  

i m m e d i c a t e  c h a n g e  t h a t  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  would.. .  


P o r t e r :  Now G o d d a r d  was a p h y s c i a n .  


F i e l d :  Yes, I know h e  was. 


P o r t e r :  I w o u l d  t h i n k  i f  a n y t h i n g  i t  w o u l d  o f  i m p r o v e d  


y o u r  r e l a t i o n s .  


F i e l d :  W e l l ,  maybe y e s  a n d  maybe no. The p h y s i c i a n  who i s  


a n  e x c e l l e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  who i s  a b l e  t o  manage s u c h  a 


t h i n g  as  a  f e d e r a l  a g e n c y  h a v i n g  t o  do  w i t h  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  


FDA d e a l s  i n ,  c a n  b e  a r a r e  b i r d .  The man who i s  t r a i n e d  


i n  m e d i c i n e  a n d  who h a s  g o n e  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  c o u r s e s  a n d  


a l l  t h e  a w f u l  e f f o r t  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  t o  g e t  t h r o u g h  a m e d i c a l  


s c h o o l  and  go t h r o u g h  a p o s t - g r a d u a t e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  t o  


q u a l i f y  h i m  t o  b e  a s u r g e o n ,  a p h y s c i a n ,  a r a d i o l o g i s t  o r  


some o t h e r  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l t i e s  o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  


m e d i c i n e .  U s u a l l y  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  b u s i -  


n e s s  o f  how t o  manage s u c h  a t h i n g  a s  FDA. A l t h o u g h  FDA 


was s t a r t e d  b y  a man o u t  o f  I n d i a n a  who was a n  M.D., b u t  


who was e s s e n t i a l l y  a p u b l i c  h e a l t h . . . a n d  I g u e s s  h e  d i d  


q u a r r e l  some w h a t  w i t h  t h e  m e d i c a l  f a t e r n i t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  


d a y s .  And t h a t  was Mr. W i l e y .  

P o r t e r :  Dr .  W i l e y .  

F i e l d :  Dr .  W i l e y ,  I ' m  s o r r y .  No...a p e c u l i a r  l i t t l e  

i n t e r e s t . . .  I was i n  a g r o u p  f r o m  AMA who w e r e  t e s t i f y i n g  



b e f o r e  a c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  U.S. S e n a t e  a n d  I t h i n k  i t  was 

t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  L a b o r  a n d  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  I d o n ' t  know 

j u s t  how now, b u t  t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  was. 

P o r t e r :  You w e r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e .  

F i e l d :  A S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  l a b o r  a n d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  o r  

w e l f a r e ,  I f o r g e t .  P a t  McNamara was t h e  S e n a t o r  a n d  h e  

a s k e d  a q u e s t i o n  a n d  h e  seemed t o  h a v e  a d d r e s s e d  i t  my 

d i r e c t i o n .  He s a i d ,  "why i s  i t  t h a t  my i n v e s t i g a t o r s  c a n  g o  

o u t  i n t o  a d r u g s t o r e  a n d  t h e y  c a n  p a y  3 9  c e n t s  a h u n d r e d ,  

o r  59  c e n t s  a h u n d r e d ,  o r  99  c e n t s  a h u n d r e d  f o r  a s p i r i n . "  

And i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h a t  I s a i d ,  " w e l l  S e n a t o r  i t  d o e s n ' t  

make a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  w h e t h e r  y o u  s p e n d  1 0  c e n t s  a h u n d r e d  o r  

a d o l l a r  a h u n d r e d ,  a s p i r i n  i s  a l l  t h e  same. I t  h a s  t o  b e  

u n d e r  t h e  l a w ,  i t  i s  i n  t h e  U.S. P h a r m a c o p o e i a . "  Me 

t h a n k e d  me a n d  n o b o d y  r a i s e d  a n y  o b j e c t i o n  a t  t h e  moment. 

B u t  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  my own p e o p l e  h e r e  w e r e  a  l i t t l e  b i t  

o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  f l a b e r g a s t e d  b e c a u s e  o u r  good  f r i e n d s  a t  

B a y e r  s c r e a m e d  b l o o d y - m u r d e r .  They s e n t  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  

S e n a t o r  and  t h e y  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  AMA t h a t  a l l  a s p i r i m  w a s n ' t  

t h e  same, t h a t  i t  h a d  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  

f i l l i n g  and  so o n  and  so f o u r t h .  W e l l ,  I s a i d  n o t h i n g  

a b o u t  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  b u t  I h a d  t o  l a u g h  b e c a u s e  One o f  

o u r  o l d  s t a f f  members, when a l l  o f  t h i s  was g o i n g  on,  

w a l k e d  u p  t o  me a n d  h a n d e d  me a n  o r i g i n a l  p a g e  f r o m  a 

R e a d e r s  D i g e s t  f r o m  way b a c k  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  4 0 ' s .  And t h e  



t i t l e  o f  t h a t  one  was " D o n ' t  Be An Ass A b o u t  A s p i r i n , "  a n d  

a t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  h a d  AMA b l e s s i n g  b e c a u s e  i t  t o l d  y o u  i t  

d o e s n ' t  make a n y  d i f f e r e n c e .  You know w h e t h e r  i t  was 2 

c e n t s  o r  a d o l l a r  i t ' s  a l l  t h e  same. 

P o r t e r :  Yes. 

F i e l d :  So I g u e s s  i t  a l l  d e p e n d s  w h e r e  y o u  s i t ,  how t h e  

p i c t u r e  l o o k s .  So I was a l i t t l e  b i t  m i f f e d  a b o u t  t h a t  b u t  

I d i d n ' t  s a y  much, i t  d i d n ' t  make a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  me. 

B u t  I d i d  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e l l  t h e  S e n a t o r  t h e r e  

a n d  i t  s u r e  r o c k e d  t h e  a s p i r i n  i n d u s t r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  I 

s h o u l d  s a y  t h e  B a y e r  p a r t  o f  it. 

So when L e o  B a e r  ( B a e r ,  n o t  B a y e r ) ,  who i n c i d e n t a l l y  

was a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  who was h i r e d  by AMA 

t o  r e a d  t o  t h e  b l i n d  p r o f e s s o r  who was t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  

s e c r e t a r i e s  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  P h a r m a c y  a n d  C h e m i s t r y .  And 

t h e  b l i n d  p r o f e s s o r  was b e i n g  r e a d  t o  by t h i s  l a d  who came 

h e r e  a t  1 6  y e a r s  o f  age. H i s  f a t h e r  h a d  b e e n  o n  t h e  S w i s s  

c o u n s u l a t e  a n d  h a d  d i e d  v e r y  s u d d e n l y ,  I guess .  And h e r e  

t h i s  man was u p  a g a i n s t  a boy .  S u p p o r t i n g  h i s  m o t h e r  a n d  

h i s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r s  a n d  S i s t e r s .  And L e o  B a e r  became a 

w a l k i n g  e n c y c l o p e d i a  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  d r u g s .  And i f  I 

n e e d e d  t o  know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  some new d r u g  t h a t  was i n  o n  

t h e  m a r k e t ,  i f  i t  h a d  a n y  b a c k g r o u n d  a t  a l l ,  L e o  w o u l d  know 

a b o u t  i t  a n d  h e  c o u l d  go  t o  h i s  f i l e s  a n d  show y o u  t h e  

d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t h a t  h e  had. He was t h e  man who b r o u g h t  i n  



t h a t  l i t t l e  a r t i c l e  f r o m  R e a d e r s  D i g e s t  e n t i t l e d  " D o n ' t  3e 

An Ass A b o u t  A s p i r i n . ' '  And o n e  o f  y o u r  p e o p l e  a f t e r  a l l  

t h i s  o c c u r e d  a n d  t h a t  i s  Dr .  M i l s t e a d ,  t o l d  me p e r s o n a l l y  

t h a t  t h e y  c h e c k e d  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  FDA o n  a number  o f  

s a m p l e s  o f  a s p i r i n  i n  a  y e a r  a t  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  

n o n e  o f  t h e m  a c t i o n a b l e .  And a l l  o f  them,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w e r e  

NAI ,  n o  a c t i o n  i n d i c a t e d .  And t h e r e  w e r e  no  s a m p l e s  o f  

a s p i r i n  t h a t  d i d n ' t  m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  U,S. 

P h a r m a c o p o e i a .  So a g a i n  I h a d  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  s u p p o r t  f r o m  

FDA. B u t  t h o s e  a r e  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  l i t t l e . . . s o m e  o f  t h e  

i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e l i g h t s  a n d  t h e y  o c u r r e d  e v e r y  now a n d  t h e n .  

And t h a t  b r i n g s  t h e m  b a c k  t o  m i n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  a s u g g e s -

t i o n  t o  someone who h a d  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o r  a t  t h e  

p r e s e n t  t i m e .  I f  we d i d n ' t  h a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  we w e n t  a f t e r  

i t .  We h a d  t h e  s o u r c e s  and  we u s e d  them. And t h i s  h a s  now 

c h a n g e d  a n d  I c a n  o n l y  r e l a t e  i t  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  

s temmed f r o m  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  Q u a c k e r y  when i t  became n o t h -  

i n g  b u t  a c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  i n v o l v e d  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  l e g i t i -

macy o r  t h e  i l l e g i t i m a c y  o f  c h i r o p r a c t i c .  T h e r e  was a 

l e g i t i m a c y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  l i c e n s e d  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  

a n d  w h i l e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  e x i s t e d  t h e y  became l i c e n s e d  i n  t w o  

o r  t h r e e  o t h e r s .  And, o f  c o u r s e ,  i n  HEW was o u r  man f r o m  

N i c h i g a n  o v e r  t h e r e  t h a t  was t h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  

S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  and  t h e  V e d i c a r e  t h i n g .  Cohen. 

P o r t e r :  Who, W i  1  b u r ?  



F i e l d :  W i l b u r  Cohen,  y e s .  Dr .  Cohen,  I g u e s s ,  was a v e r y  

s t a u n c h  a d v o c a t e  f o r  k e e p i n g  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  o f f  t h e  r o l l s  o f  

t h o s e  f u r n i s h i n g  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  c a r e  t o  p a t i e n t s  who w e r e  

u n d e r  M e d i c a r e .  Now how much o f  t h a t  h a s  c h a n g e d  I d o n ' t  

know. O u t  o f  my f i e l d  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

P o r t e r :  I s n ' t  i t  k i n d  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  I w o n d e r  i f  t h e r e  

i s  a n y  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l m o s t  e x a c t l y  when 

A M A  was m o v i n g  away f r o m  k e e p i n g  t a b s  o n  q u a c k e r y ,  FDA was 

s h i f t i n g  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  away f r o m  t h a t  a r e a .  Do y o u  t h i n k  

t h e r e  i s  a n y  c o n n e c t i o n  o r  do  y o u  t h i n k  i t  was 

c o i n c i d e n t a l ?  

F i e l d :  W e l l ,  I w o u l d  b e  o b l i g e d  i n  my own s p h e r e  o f  k n o r -  

l e d g e  t o  s a y  t h a t  i t  was j u s t  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  c o i n c i d e n t a l .  

It c o u l d  b e  w r o n g  a n d  I w o u l d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  e i t h e r  AMA o r  

FDA w o u l d  h a v e  a n y  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  o t h e r .  

P o r t e r :  What d o  y o u  t h i n k  now, a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  w h e r e  v e r y  

l i t t l e  i s  b e i n g  d o n e  b y  e i t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a b o u t  q u a c k e r y ?  

You a n d  I a r e  b o t h  r e t i r e d ,  we a r e  c o n s u m e r s  now a n d  we s e e  

q u a c k e r y  f l o u r i s h i n g .  

F i e l d :  T h a t  i s  r i g h t .  

P o r t e r :  What i s  y o u r  f e e l  i n g  a b o u t  t h a t ,  d o  y o u  t h i n k  i t  

was a m i s t a k e  t o  l e t  i t  g o, d o  y o u  t h i n k  i o u g h t  t o  b e  

somehow r e g e n e r a t e d ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  i t ?  

F i e l d :  T h i s  i s  a h a r d  q u e s t i o n  t o  a n s w e r .  The f i r s t  

t h i n g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  e m p h a s i s  h a v  n g  b e e n  s i d e -  



t r a c k e d  o r  d o n e  away w i t h  o n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  e d u c a t i n g  t h e  

p u b l i c  and  o f  t r y i n g  t o  make s k e p t i c s  o f  t h e m  i n  t h e  b u s i -  

n e s s  o f  h e a l t h  and  s i c k n e s s  a n d  so on. W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  a l l  

t h a t  e f f o r t  i s  w o r t h w h i l e ,  i s  a h a r d  q u e s t i o n  t o  a n s w e r .  

No o n e  c a n  l a y  t h e i r  f i n g e r  o n  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  h a v i n g  h a d  

any  r e a l  e f f e c t  on  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  u n l i c e n s e d  p r a c -  

t i o n e r s ,  i m p o s t o r s ,  c u l t i s t s ,  f a d d i s t s  o n  o t h e r s  i n v o l v e d  

i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  u n s c i e n t i f i c  m e d i c i n e .  Someone h a s  

s a i d ,  a n d  I s e e  no r e a s o n  t o  d o u b t  t h e  word ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  

s c i e n c e s  m e d i c i n e  i s  t h e  l e a s t  e x a c t .  T h e r e  a r e  many a s -

p e c t s  w h i c h  f a l l  u n d e r  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  t h e  a r t  o f  m e d i c  ne. 

I t ' s  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c i o n e r .  I t ' s  h i s  s k i  1 

and  h i s  way w i t h  h i s  p a t i e n t s  t h a t  h a s  a l o t  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  

v a l u e  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e s .  B u t  when y o u  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  o f  e r 

t h a t  i s  o f  r e a l  v a l u e  o r  r e a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  v a l u e ,  who c a n  

s a y  t h a t  a n y  k i n d  o f  c a r e  m i g h t  h a v e  a b e n e f i t .  Now whe- 

t h e r  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  t h i s  c l a s s  

a c t i v i t y  n e e d s  t o  b e  r e v i v e d ,  I know n o t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  B u t  

I w o u l d  say  t h a t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  a n y o n e  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e v i v i m g .  

Maybe Dr .  Young i s .  

P o r t e r :  I know Dr .  Young i s .  

F i e l d :  Now who e l s e ?  

P o r t e r :  I d o n ' t  know. I w o u l d  h a t e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  o n e  man 

down t h e r e  a t  Emory U n i v e r s i t y  i n  A t l a n t a ,  i s  t h e  o n l y  man 

a g a i n s t  q u a c k e r y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  



F i e l d :  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know i t ' s  h a r d  t o  say .  I know o f  my 

own, when I s e e  a d s  f o r  p r o d u c t s ,  o n  t h e  t u b e  a n d  o t h e r  a s -

p e c t s  o f  m e d i a ,  I j u s t  h a v e  a n  a w f u l  t i m e .  I g r o a n  a n d  I 

s o m e t i n e s  w a l k  away b e c a u s e  i t s  s o  o b v i o u s  t h a t  a l l  t h e y ' r e  

d o i n g  i s  e x p l o i t i n g  p e o p l e .  Now maybe i t  i s  j u s t  a n  e c o -

n o m i c  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  maybe i t  i s n ' t .  

P o r t e r :  T h e r e  i s  a l o t  o f  e c o n o m i c s  t h e r e ,  f o r  s u r e .  

F i e l d :  Oh s u r e  a n  a w f u l  l o t  o f  t h a t  k i n d .  On t h e  o t h e r  

h a n d  t h e r e ' s  s o  many s e l f  l i m i t i n g  d i s e a s e s  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  

e x i s t  f o r  a w h i l e  a n d  t h e  b o d y  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  r e s i s t e n c e  

c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h e y  c a n  r e t u r n  t o  h e a l t h ,  maybe 

w i t h o u t  a n y  h e l p  a t  a l l .  So t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  m e d i c i n e  among 

t h e  s c i e n c e s  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  o f  u n k n o w n s  a n d  a l o t  o f  

p h a s e s  o f  i t  t h a t  y o u  c a n n o t  c a t e r g o r i z e  a n d  y o u  c a n n o t  

e v a l u a t e .  B u t  [ d o  s a y  t h i s ,  t h a t  w h i l e  b u s i n e s s  o f  a d -  

v a n c i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  a AMA 

c o n c e r n ,  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e y  h a v e n ' t  f e l t  t h a t  f i g h t i n g  i t  i n  

t h e  way t h a t  we d i d ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  q u a c k e r y ,  i s  a n e c e s -

s a r y  p a r t  o f  t h a t .  I m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t o o l s  

f o r  t h e  p h y s i c i a n s .  P u t t i n g  o u t  compend iums ,  g i v i n g  d o c -  

t o r s  g r e a t e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  f i r m s  do. I ' m  s p e a k i n g  

a b o u t  t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  t h e i r  d e t a i l  men. O f  c o u r s e ,  

I ' m  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  d r u g s  I g u e s s  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  

t h a t .  I t h i n k  AMA k e e p s  u p  i n  t h o s e  d i r e c t i o n s .  And I 

t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  many many i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  n o t  o n l y  d r u g s  



b u t  a l s o  i n  s u r g e r y ,  a l s o  t h e  o t h e r  m e d i c a l  s p e c i a l t i e s .  

And AMA h a s  a t  l e a s t  p u b l i c i z e d  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s  s o  t h a t  

t h a t  k n o w l e d g e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h r o u g h  i t s  

j o u r n a l s ,  h a s  i t s  s p e c i a l t y  j o u r n a l s ,  i t  ha; t h e  J o u r n a l  

A M A ,  i t  h a s  t h e  AMA News, i t  h a s  many i t e m s  o f  t h e  m e d i a ,  

f o r  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n .  So t h a t  i n  t u r n  t h e  d o c t o r  i s  

b e t t e r  e q u i p p e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  h e  e n c o u n -

t e r s  i n  h i s  p r a c t i c e .  So w e ' r e  a t  d e a d  c e n t e r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  

o n  o r g a n i z e d  a c t i v i t y  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  p u b l i c  a b o u t  t h e  d a n -  

g e r s  o f  q u a c k e r y .  T h a t  i s  t h e  way i t  l o o k s  a s  o f  now. 

Someone e l s e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  a n s w e r  t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  

P o r t e r :  H o p e f u l l y .  

F i e l d :  O l i v e r ,  we h a v e  had a l i t t l e  b r e a k  h e r e  now. What 

a b o u t  K r e b i o z e n ,  do  y o u  h a v e  some s t o r i e s ,  i n c i d e n t s ?  

F i e l d :  W e l l  Bob, I, o f  c o u r s e ,  was t h e r e  a t  t h e  i n t r o d u c -

t i o n  o f  K r e b i o z e n  t o  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  

a t  t h e  D r a k e  H o t e l  i n  C h i c a g o  i n  1 9 5 1 .  I t  was a n n o u n c e d  a s  

h a v i n g . . . a n d  t h e r e  was a b r o c h u r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  w i t h  a l l e g e d  

c a s e s  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d / o r  c u r e  a f t e r  h a v i n g  r e c e i v e d  

K r e b i o z e n .  B e s i d e  me was Dr.  DeNosaquo a n d  n e x t  t o  h i m  was 

Bob S t o r m o n t .  

S t o r m o n t  h a d  b e e n  m e d i c a l  d i r e c t o r  o f  FDA, b e f o r e  h e  

came t o  AMA t o  s u c e e d  A u s t i n  S m i t h  who w e n t  t o  P a r k  D a v i s  

a s  P r e s i d e n t .  And 1 ' 1 1  n e v e r  f o r g e t  Dr .  DeNosaquo.  U n d e r  

h i s  b r e a t h  when Dr .  Andrew I v y  was s t a n d i n g  u p  i n  f r o n t  o f  



t h i s  p r e s t i g o u s  a u d i e n c e  e x t o l l i n g  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  h i s  

e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  K r e b i o z e n .  And u n d e r  h i s  b r e a t h  b u t  l o u d  

e n o u g h  f o r  t h o s e  a r o u n d  t o  h e a r  i t  DeNosaquo s a i d ,  " I v y  y o u  

goddamned q u a c k . "  H e r e  was I v y .  W e l l ,  h e l l  h e  was o n  a 

p e d e s t a l  a n d  h e  was a n  e x c e l l e n t  t e a c h e r ,  a p p a r e n t l y .  He 

h a d  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  e v e r y b o d y  i n  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n ,  

e x c e p t  t h e  v e r y  few who knew h i m  w e l l .  

I am s u r e  t h a t  y o u  know t h a t  K r e b i o z e n  was l a b e l e d  t o  

b e  o n e  p a r t  o f  w h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  c l a i m e d  was i n  o n e  h u n d r e d  

t h o u s a n d  p a r t s  o f  l i g h t  N.F. l i g h t  m i n e r a l  o i l .  You may 

r e c a l l ,  a l s o ,  some y e a r s  l a t e r  a  y o u n g  FDA c h e m i s t  was a b l e  

t o  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  s u b s t a n c e  b y  means o f  a r a t h e r  s o p h i s t i -  

c a t e d  c h e m i c a l  p r o c e d u r e  ( t h e  name o f  w h i c h  now e s c a p e s  me) 

b u t  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  was a w e l l  known  com-

p o n e n t  o f  t h e  b l o o d  o f  h e a l t h y  p e r s o n s .  I t  w a s n ' t  t o  l o n g  

a f t e r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t r i e d  Dr .  I v y  i n  a 

c r i m i n a l  m a t t e r  w h i c h  t o o k  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  t o  c o n c l u d e .  The 

same i s  t r u e  i n  t h e  way o f  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  s t o p  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  

o f  a n o t h e r  c a n c e r  p r o d u c t  w h i c h  we h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  p r e -  

v i o u s l y . . . L a e t r i l e  . T h i s  p r o d u c t  h a s  h a d  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  

r a t h e r  c l e v e r  p r o m o t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  i s  

a l l e g e d  t o  b e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  a p r i o c o t  p i t s .  

I r e c a l l e d ,  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  moment,  t h a t  I h a d  b e e n  

a s k e d  a b o u t  a n o t h e r  c a n c e r  p r o d u c t  t h a t  was a n n o u n c e d  i n  

t h e  New Y o r k  T i m e s  n o t  t o o  l o n g  b e f o r e ,  w h i c h  was a  b y  



p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  c o r t i s o n e  made b y  W i l s o n  a n d  

Company. And t h e  c o r t i s o n e  b y - p r o d u c t s  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  t h i s  

man b y  t h e  name o f  ~ a c h t e l ' ,  a New Y o r k  p h y s i c i a n .  B u t  a n y -

way i t  was w r i t t e n  u p  i n  t h e  New Y o r k  T i m e s  a s  h a v i n g  p r o m -  

i s e  i n  t h e  management  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  c a n c e r .  I c a l l e d  

t h e  m e d i c a l  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C a n c e r  S o c i e t y ,  D r .  

Cameron, a n d  I s a i d ,  " D o c t o r  w h a t  a b o u t  t h i s ,  i t ' s  i n  t h e  

p a p e r  a n d  I ' m  g e t t i n g  i n q u i r i e s ? "  He s a i d ,  "Oh, t h a t ' s  

a l l  r i g h t  O l i v e r  why d o n ' t  y o u  j u s t  c a l l  D r .  I v y . "  D r .  I v y  

was h e r e  a n d  he  was l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  c a s e s .  He s a i d  h e  knows  

a l l  a b o u t  i t " .  I s a i d ,  " V e r y  w e l l  I know Dr.  I v y ,  I ' d  b e  

g l a d  t o . "  So I c a l l e d  D r .  I v y  o v e r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

I l l i n o i s  w h e r e  h e  was t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  w h o l e  b u s i n e s s ,  h e  

was v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  m e d i c a l  

s c h o o l  and  wha t  n o t .  I s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  D r .  I v y  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  

Dr.  Cajneron i n  New Y o r k  and  h e  s a i d  y o u  c a n  t e l l  me a l l  

a b o u t  t h i s  new p r o d u c t . "  Dr .  I v y  h a r d l y  s a i d  h e l l o  o r  a n y -

t h i n g  e l s e ,  b u t  h e  s t a r t e d  t o  g i v e  me h e l l  o v e r  t h e  p h o n e  

f o r  d a m n i n g  a p r o d u c t  b e f o r e  I knew a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  

W e l l  I s a i d ,  "Dr.  I v y  a l l  I'm t r y i n g  t o  d o  i s  g e t  i n f o r m a -

t i o n  s o  I c a n  a n s w e r  i n q u i r i e s . "  D i d n ' t  s a t i s f y  h i m  a t  

a l l .  J u s t  d a m n i n g  a p r o d u c t  b e f o r e  i t s  m e r i t  i s  known.  

And t h a t  i s  when I p u t  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  t h a t  DeNosaquo h a d  i n  

h i s  u n d e r  t h e  b r e a t h ,  "You goddamn q u a c k " ,  t o  my e x p e r i e n c e  

w i t h  I v y ,  and  h e  i s  g i v i n g  me h e l l  f o r  c a l l i n g  a t r e a t m e n t  



n o  good,  when a l l  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  d o  i s  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  i s  i t .  

I h a d  t o  go e l s e w h e r e  t o  f i n d  o u t  i t  was a b y - p r o d u c t  o f  

c o r t i s o n e .  W e l l ,  anyway I g o t  i n t o  a l l  k i n d s  o f  f u n  w i t h  

I v y  a n d  K r e b i o z e n .  

P o r t e r :  W e l l ,  a t  l e a s t  I v y  d i d n ' t  damn t h e  p r o d u c t  a s  a  

c o m p e t i t o r  t o  K r e b i o z e n ?  

F i e l d :  No, h e  h a d  a n  o p e n  m ind .  He was a p p a r e n t l y  w o n d e r -

i n g  w h a t  t h e  h e ' l l ' s  g o i n g  o n  h e r e ,  I ' v e  g o t  t o  p r o t e c t  my 

own f l a n k s .  

And, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g  was i n  h e a r i n g s  we 

l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  b o u g h t  an  a m p u l i n g  m a c h i n e  f r o m  some 

f i r m  i n  t h e  e a s t .  When I w e n t  down t o  o u r  c h e m i s t s ,  down  

i n  t h e  f i f t h  f l o o r ,  a n d  I s a i d ,  "What  a b o u t  t h a t  f i r m ? "  

Oh y e s  t h e y  knew a l l  a b o u t  i t ,  t h e y  t o l d  me w h e r e  t h e  

w e s e r n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c o u l d  b e  f o u n d ,  e i t h e r  i n  L i l l y ,  

down i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s  o r  some o t h e r  f i r m  t h a t  was down 

t h e r e .  I f o u n d  t h e  guy.  He s a i d ,  "My god,  who c a n  I t a l k  

t o  a b o u t  t h i s ? "  He s a i d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  come r i g h t  u p  a n d  s o  

we h a d  l u n c h  w i t h  t h i s  f e l l o w  who h a d  i n s t a l l e d  t h i s  a m p u l -  

i n g  m a c h i n e .  He s a i d ,  "The  t h e n  s t a t e s  a t t o r n e y  o f  Cook 

C o u n t y  was a m p u l i n g  K r e b i o z e n . "  Oh i t  was s o m e t h i n g  e l s e .  

Yes, we n e v e r  d i d  u s e  h i m  t h o u g h ,  we d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o ,  t h a t  

was t h a t  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n q u i s i t i o n  w h e r e  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  know 

why t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s  was i n t e r f e r r i n g  w i t h  m e d i -  

c a l  r e s e a r c h .  T h e y  w o u l d n ' t  l e t  a n y  w o r k  b e  d o n e  o n  



K r e b i o z e n  i n  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  Yes, y o u  

c o u l d  w r i t e  a book  a b o u t  K r e b i o z e n .  

E v e n  g o i n g  t o  a  l a w  m e e t i n g ,  M c K e n r y  C o u n t r y  B a r  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  g i v i n g  a t a l k  t o  t h e m  o n  q u a c k s .  H a v i n g  t h e m  

t e l l  me why t h e y  b r o u g h t  i n  some h o r s e s  f r o m  W i s c o n s i n .  

T h e y  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a h e a l t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  o n  them. The s t a t e  

o f  I l l i n o i s  p r o s e c u t e d  t h e m  and  t h e  d e f e n s e  was t h a t  t h e  

h o r s e s  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  K r e b i o -  

Zen, t h e  h o r s e ' s  b l o o d .  So I ' d  g o  o v e r  t o  t h e  p a c k i n g  

p l a n t  a n d  I g e t  some b l o o d  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n ,  we c o u l d n ' t  

f i n d  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e  b l o o d ,  b u t  FDA d i d ,  remember?  

P o r t e r :  Yes. 

F i e l d :  I t  was t h e  same s t u f f .  Oh, I t e l l  you .  How a b o u t  

t h a t  R o b e r t .  -
P o r t e r :  W e l l ,  we c a n  q u i t  a n y t i m e  y o u  want .  A r e  y o u  k i n d  

o f  r u n  down?. 

F i e l d :  I am a l i t t l e  r u n  down. 

P o r t e r :  Okay,  w e l l  O l i v e r .  

F i e l d :  Had I h a d  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  p r e p a r a t i o n  maybe we 


c o u l d  t e l l  a f e w  more.  


P o r t e r :  W e l l ,  I'll t e l l  you w h a t  I am g o i n g  to... 


F i e l d :  I ' m  s o  f e a r f u l  o f  n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  go  i n t o  t h e  


f i l e  l i k e  I u s e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o .  


P o r t e r :  Why d o n ' t  we l e a v e  i t  a t  t h i s  a n d  a f t e r  I g e t  a  


t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h i s ,  a r o u g h  d r a f t ,  I'll s e n d  i t  t o  y o u .  




- 

I n  t h e  mean t i m e  i f  a n  i n s t a n c e  y o u ' d  l i k e t o  e n t e r  i n  y o u  

c a n  w r i t e  a p a r a g r a p h  o r  t w o  o r  w h a t e v e r  y o u ' d  l i k e  a n d  

w e ' l l  j u s t  i n s e r t  o r  add  i t  as  a n  addendum o r  h o w e v e r  i t  

seems t o  f i t  t h e  b e s t .  So y o u ' r e  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d ,  t o d a y .  

F i e l d :  I t  i s  a w o r t h w h i l e  t h i n g .  

P o r t e r :  Yes. And I w a n t e d  t o  t e l l  y o u  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  t h a t  

we g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  and  e f f o r t  t o  d o  

t h i s  a n d  we w i l l . . .  

F i e l d :  I f i g u r e  t h a t  I ' m  a m o n g s t  o l d  f r i e n d s  

P o r t e r :  W e l l ,  y o u  a r e .  W e l l ,  t h a n k  y o u  a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  e n d  

o f  t h e  t a p e .  

F i e l d :  V e r y  good .  




