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INTRODUCTION 

This i s  a  t ranscr ip t ion  o f  a  taped interview, one o f  a 

series conducted by Robert G. Porter, who r e t i r e d  from 

the U. S. Food and Drug Administrat ion i n  1977. 

The interviews were he ld  w i t h  r e t i r e d  F.D.A. employees 

whose recol lect ions may serve t o  enr ich the w r i t t en  record. 

It i s  hoped tha t  these narrat ives o f  things past w i l l  serve 

as source mater ia l  f o r  present and fu tu re  researchers; tha t  

the s to r ies  of important accomplishments, in te res t ing  events, 

and dist inguished leaders w i l l  f i n d  a place i n  t r a i n ing  and 

o r ien ta t ion  of new employees, and may be usefu l  t o  enhance 

the morale o f  the organization; and f i n a l l y ,  tha t  they w i l l  

be of value t o  D r .  James Harvey Young i n  the w r i t i n g  o f  the 

h i s to ry  o f  the Food and Drug Administration. 

The tapes and t ranscr ip t ions  w i  11 become a p a r t  of the 

co l l ec t i on  o f  the National L ibrary  o f  Medicine and copies o f  

the t ranscr ip t ions w i l l  be placed i n  the L ibrary  o f  Emory 

Universi ty.  
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P. - This is a recording of an interview with Edwin C. Boudreaux. 

Mr. Boudreaux retired as Director of the New Orleans 
 

District in 1965. He started with the Food and Drug 
 

Administration in 1922. The interview is being held at 
 

Mr. Boudreaux's home in  an May 15, 
 

1978. My name is Bob Porter of the Food and Drug Adminis- 
 

tration. Now, Mr. Boudreaux, I wanted to get that on 
 

the tape so everybody would know who you were. I know 
 

you have some ideas and subjects you'd like to talk about 
 

and I'm just going to turn it over to you. 
 

B. - When I received my appointment notice from Rober't S. 

HDllingshead,. Chief of the New Orleans Station for the 

Bureau of Chemistry, I was teaching high school at 

Jennings, Louisiana. It was very fortunate--it was near 

the end of the term, and I was not certain whether I 

was going to teach another year. I was only teaching 

because when my position was terminated by reduction-in- 

force at Penick & Ford about a year before, I was unable 

to secure an appointment as a chemist. I attempted to 
, 

go back to my first employer, Parke Davis & Company, in 

Detroit, but apparently, like alot of firms, they do not 

like to rehire people they had in the past. I had already 

married when I received my notice of appointment, I had 

applied for a position the year before, but becanse of 

lack of funds, positions could not be filled until May, 

1922. I received permission to leave my teaching position 



before the end of the term, and I reported on May 8, 
 

1922. 
 

At that time I had already been married. My wife 
 

was pregnant and we were glad to get back into khe chemi- 
 

cal field. Before I reported for duty, I had no idea 
 

what the nature of the work would be. 
 

P. - Food and Drug wasn't very well known. Of course, it didn't 

exist then under that name. ' 

B. - That's right. I didn't even know what my salary was to 

be. The salary was $1,620 a year with a $20 a month 

bonus then given to all government employees beaause 

government salaries lagged far behind those of aommercial 

firms. 

About two years later I was given an appointment 

at $1,860 which was the same amount of money but the bonus 

was recognized. 

Early in 1924 I was offered an appointment as Assistant 

State Chemist of Louisiana at $2,400 a year. I had pre- 

viously applied for a job with the state at the same time 

I had submitted my federal application. Apparenltly, they 

had learned something about what type of work I was doing 

and were very anxious to have me transfer to thebn. I 

was cautious about the matter. I wrote to Dr. Q .  E. 

Doolittle,Chief of Central District at the time. He 

referred the letter to Dr. W. W. Skinner who apparently 

was in charge of scientific personnel. I had a long 



letter from Skinner telling me that they were in the 
 

process of reevaluating federal positions and that I 
 

could probably look forward to the same salary in the 
 

near future. his was very fortunate, because in the 
 

fall of '24, the then Chief, Albert Burns, becarrve ill. 
 

He died a year later. From the time he became ill I was 
 

placed in charge of the New Orleans station. 
 

P. - How big was the station when you reported for du'ty? 

B. - Well, the station ran about 10 to 12 and stayed that 

way until the '30's. 

P. - I see. 

B. - Now in 1928 when we were reorganized into the Food, Drug 

and Insecticide Administration, we acquired responsibility 

for enforcing several additional laws. One was a naval 

stores act and one wasaninsecticide/fungicide law. 

We had transferred to us three naval stores inspectors 

who did service inspection of rosin and turpentine. 

Therealso was a regulatory section and in connection 
 

with the grading of rosin, we developed a case on this 
 

basis and it was tried in Biloxi. I was placed on the 
 

witness stand and the attorney for the defense tried to 
 

cloud the issue by saying that I was from Louisiana; 
 

naturally I was prejudicedagainst Mississippi firms. 
 

The judge promptly set him up. We won the case. 
 

P. - What was the matter with the rosin? 

a B. - It was misgraded. 



P. - Oh, was that a grading act? 

B. - Yes. The law was agrading act but it had a r>gulatory 

feature to it. 

P. - Now I'm sure you had some interesting experiences back 

there in the early '20's. 

B. - Well, one of the interesting experiences that I h ~ d  was 

my first radio talk, which was over station WWL. Studios 

at that time were on the Loyola University campus. I 

had been asked by the Federal Business Association to 

make a talk. Nell, naturally I utilized some of the 

material from the talks that W. R. M. Wharton had made 

over network radio. But, I think that. I was one of the 

earlier people to go on radio in the administration. 

P. - What year was that? Do you remember? 

B. - About 1928. Later I did a series every two weeks in the 

30's sponsored by the Federal Business Association. I 

can recall one talk on the same station involving the 

deficiencies of the old Food and Drug Law. We were doing 

a great deal of educational work to let the public know 

the deficiencies of the act and the need for a new law. 

Sometime prior to that we had investigated the Crazy 

Water Company of Mineral Wells, Texas. They had packaged 

the crystals which were supposed to be manufactured 

from--by evaporating mineral water crystals. Inspector 

Eggerton did some incognito work--he was the Dallas 
 

Resident Inspector--ascertained that they were buying 
 



huge quantities of glauberssalt and packaged thfim as Crazy 
 

Water Crystals. Well, I didn't in my talk refer to 
 

Crazy Water Crystals by name; we were very careful about 
 

using brand names in illustrating deficiencies. But 
 

I did mention it as a horse laxative. In the studio 
 

there was a local representative of the firm who was 
 

carefully listening to what I was saying in hopes of 
 

possibly finding something to trip me up on. These 
 

radio talks were somewhat the beginning of our educational 
 

work. We rapidly made good contacts with the press, we 
 

began to have tours through our laboratories, we had 
 

a chamber of horrors exhibit to illustrate the defi- 
 

ciencies of the law, a number of talks were made to 
 

organizations in New Orleans. I remember one was made 
 

in Birmingham and sponsored by the City Health Depart- 
 

ment. I recall particularly Birmingham because the City 
 

Healthofficerthere was a cousin of Dr. Oscar Dorling, 
 

the famous health officer of Louisiana. Later on we 
 

began to have regular tours over the years through the 
 

laboratory. A hospital where my daughter was employed 
 

asked to have their basic students visit the 1abQratory 
 

and that became an annual part of their studies. As this 
 

caught on other nursing schools visited the labosatory. 
 

We had exhibits and we had chemists explain the work of 
 

FDA and then on top of that in the 140's we began to have 
 



Open houses. They would set up exhibits for those who cared 
 

to visit. We had an open house as I recall about the time 
 

of the 50th anniversary of the law. 
 

P. - Yes. I think I was in Chicago then, and we had one of those. 

B. - On the day at the time the celebration was held, Inspector 

Eggerton and I were in Washington at the big celebration 

there, but we had a celebration here and Chief Chemist 

Duggan represented me. 	We had as a speaker a Judge Wayne 
 

Borah who had, from a District Judge, gone to the 
 

Appeals Court. Notables were present such as the Post- 
 

master and others here. 
 

P. - Was it B-0-R-A-H. 

B. - Yes. He was related to the famous Senator Borah. It 

so happened that Judge Borah was born in the same town 

in Louisiana that my mother grew up and she knew him as 

a baby. Judge Borah was indeed a friend of FDA. He was 

the Assistant United States Attorney handling our cases 

at one time and then became District Attorney and later a 

Judge. We did not win every case held before him, but we 

did exceedingly well. He was often quite complimentary 

from the bench as to the preparation that FDA madle for 

its cases. If you cut that off, we can talk a little bit 

and see what else you want. 

P. - Let me leave it on a minute, because there is somkthing 

I want to ask you. Was the office at that time in the 

same Custom house that it is now? 



-- 

B. - The office was in the custom house when I reported for duty. 

P. - Tell me, isn't that quite a historical building? 

B. - It is. It goes back many years. 

P. - I wonder how far. Do you know that? 

B. - I wouldn't have any idea. 

P. - That's such an interesting building-- 

B. - That could be probably obtained from GSA. But, $t the 

time I reported our office was in Room 2.25 where there 

now is a laboratory and the laboratory was in 226. As 

we grew in numbers, particularly with the advent of 

seafood and increasing the regulatory staff, we acquired 

several times our original space. 

P. - I can imagine you took over a big part of that floor before 

you were through, didn't you? And then some. 

B. - Well I would say no we didn't, just that floor. Anyway 

after I retired they acquired additional space, Some of 

it downstairs, but an additional space on the second floor. 

P. - Mr. Boudreaux, why don't you tell me something about Dr. 

Wiley and Walter G. Campbell and some of the early heads 

of the organization. 

B. - Well, when I reported for duty, Dr. Carl Alsberg had re- 

tired and Walter G. Campbell was acting Chief of the Bureau 

of Chemistry. About 1925 Dr. Charles A. Browne became the 

Chief of the Bureau of Chemistry and Mr. Campbell became 

Head of the Regulatory Work for the Department. Now I 

recall that Mr. Campbell was the first Chief Inspector 



B. - I saw Dr. Wiley. I was in a picture with him at an AOAC 

meeting, I think in '25, and then there was a banquet in 

his honor at the Cosmos Club. I may have shaken hands 

with him or something--my recollection is not clear. 

P. - What kind of an impression did you get? What kind of a 

man was he? 

B. - Well, it was difficult then. Of course, he was rather 

elderly then, but he was quite popular in spite of some 

of the criticism that he made. 

P. - He was unhappy with some of the things that happened. 

B. - The people I remember in headquarters was Paul D~~nbar. I 

remember him quite well. 

P. - Well, tell me about him. 

B. - Well, he was a very interesting man, easy to talk to. 

P. - He was a chemist wasn't he? 

B. - He was a chemist. He visited New Orleans many times. At 

the time I was appointed, according to some of tQe corres- 

pondence I have, Dr. Dunbar expressed gratitude dhat I 

was from New Orleans--I mean from Louisiana. At that time 

it was very difficult to retain people from other parts 

of the country in New Orleans. 

P. - I wonder why. 

B. - Because the climate--there was no air conditioning. There 

was alot of misleading ideas about New Orleans being a 

sort of a sickly place or something like that. Prnd I 



can recall that we had two inspectors, John Breckenridge 
 

and George Eigenberger, who during the summer, one or the 
 

other was given temporary duty at one of the nortthern 
 

central district stations: Because, they were from that 
 

part of the country. Eigenberger was from Wisconsin and 
 

I'm not sure Breckenridge may have been from Minqesota, 
 

because when he retired he went back to Minnesota and 
 

at the time of his death, he was working in a drug store. 
 

At the time I reported there was a man named Regcjie Smith 
 

who was a third inspector, but he resigned shortly after 
 

I came so I do not have any great impressions abaut him. 
 

Very interesting man named John L. Ahern was transferred 
 

to New Orleans in the late '20's and remained here until 
 

the early '30's and returned to St. Louis. Bryan L. 
 

Eggerton was the man that replaced him. 
 

P. - I remember Bryan, I didn't really know him well but I 

met him. 

B. - Among the people in Washington that I knew well was Dr. 

Elliott. I think he--handled most of the legal work at 

that time and then there was Dr. Taylor in charge of 

imports. 

P. - How many people were there in Washington kind of around 

the Commissioner? 

B. - I don't. have any idea. 

P. - It was just a handful, wasn't it? 

B. - Yes. Well, red Linton, not a scientist, but he was a a 



fiscal man. I can recall that he had a reputati~n of 
 

being a little tight with money. FDA might have fared 
 

a little better financially. 
 

P. - It seems like they were always pretty tight with money 

in the early days. 

B. - Yes, that's right. I'm trying to think of somebDdy else 

I knew in Washington. Another was Charlie Crawford. 

P. - When did he come in the picture? 

B. - Well, Charlie Crawford had been a chemist in New Orleans, 

prior to that a chemist in Chicago, and sometime prior to 

my appointment had been transferred to Washington. 

P. - Now was that a scientist or was that in the admihistration? 

B. - It was in the administration--one of the assistants to 

Mr. Campbell. 

P. - Did you know Crawford well? 

B. - Quite well. 

P. - You know I heard a story about Crawford that you might 

be able to verify. I understand he had some sort of a 

blood disease and that Henry Welch had prepared Borne serums 

or something from his blood. Have you ever heard a story 

like that? 

B. - I knew Charlie Crawford worked very hard during the '30's. 

Most of his time was devoted to work on the proposed new 

Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, and he became ill abd was 



down in Texas for awhile to regain his health, which ap- 
 

parently he did. I do know that--what is this other 
 

guy's name-- 
 

P. -	Welch. 
B. - Welch, who was in charge of antibiotic testing Mas quite 

frequently giving him antibiotics. I understood he did 

die of a blood disease. 

P. - I don't remember and I just thought--this story was that 

Henry Welch somehow took, made cultures or something and 

used it in treating him. 

B. -	Yes, Henry Welch, of course, I don't know. 
P. -	Yes. 
B. - He was an ambitious guy. This is not going to be recorded 

is it? 

P. - Yes, it's being recorded. Go ahead and talk abo@t him. We 

all know about him. Unless you don't want to. Don't say 

anything you don't want to say, but it doesn't hurt to 

say these things. 

B. 	- I can recall that after, I think it was late in '59;that 

every district director had to be interviewed by a special 

committee. At a different location, and I and 

others went to Columbus, Ohio. There was somebody with 

a medical school there on the committee. Somebo* I 

think from the FBI, and we were asked all kinds of ques- 

tions. Did we know about cases of bribes, things of that 

kind. All seeming to be the result of some questdon that 

had come up about Dr. Welch. 



P. - This was before there was public information about the 
 

problem? 
 

B. 	- Yes. I remember I had just recovered from a serious bout 

with rheumatoid arthritis, but I went in. I didn't have 

to stay in very long. 

P. - I heard another story--Sam Fine said when he was inter- 

viewed by this group they actually took him into a vacant 

building somewhere to interview him under very ktnd of-- 

at least peculiar circumstances. Did anything l5ke that 

occur to you? 

B. - No, this was in a room in the Ohio Medical Schoo~l. Now 

there were about three places I think that these inter- 

views were held. But, prior to that, every district 

chief and other people in certain grades were required 

to file a financial statement. 

P.  -	And, after that, almost everybody had to! 
B. - Well, it was like Internal Revenue. I happened to have a 

son-in-law working in Internal Revenue--I have a daughter 

now who is with Internal Revenue. They have to be. 

Do you want something on central district? 
 

P. -	Yes, I'd like to. 
B. - Well, when I reported for duty, Dr. Roscoe E. Duolittle 

was Chief of Central District. I think previously he may 

have been either Chief of Eastern District or Chief of 

the New York laboratory. Among his assistants was Harry 

Walters who was something like a Chief Inspector--a similar 

position to what Simmons had--Simmons I think succeeded 

him. Then there was Edward Goodnow who was Dr. Doolittle's 



immediate assistant in the Central District. There were 
 

others, of course. The Chicago station at that time was 
 

the largest station. Dr. Arthur E. Paul, as I $emember, 
 

was first Chief Chemist at the Chicago station and then 
 

Chief and then later Assistant Chief, Central District. 
 

Dr. Doolittle died shortly after he and I made g trip to 

a meeting in Mobile. He was succeeded by Dr. Gqorge W. 
 

Hoover, who had been at one time Chief of the Chicago 
 

station. It is my recollection that Dr. Hoover pay have 
 

been stationed, moved to Washington for a short time as 
 

Head of the Drug Division and then returned to Chicago 
 

as Chief. When Dr. Hoover, I believe, was moved back to 
 

Washington -- may have left the service, I'm not sure -
Edward Goodnow became Acting Chief. Later, about 1929, 
 

as best as I can recall, J. 0.  Clarke was moved from Chief 

of New York station to Chief of Central District. Mr. 
 

Goodnow later retired and Dr. Arthur Paul became the 
 

Assistant Chief of Central District. J. 0.  Clarke, when , 

I first knew J. 0 ;  Clarke, he was Chief of Atlanta District 

-- Atlanta station in those days. We didn't call them dis- 

tricts until the '50's. Now I'm trying to recall some 
 

of the people who were chiefs of the other statiqns in 
 

the Central District. Ernest Smith was Chief of St. Louis 
 

at that time. Later I think -
P. - Do you know any little kind of incidents or episqdes about 

these people? 



- - 

B. 	 - I know t h a t  D r .  D o o l i t t l e  was a k indly ,  g e n t l e  person. 

I can remember a t  one conference t h a t  -- usua l l y  our con

fe rences  i n  Chicago followed D i s t r i c t  Chief confbrences 

i n  Washington. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what t h e  problem was. I 

may have been our  f inances  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  bu t  D r .  D o o l i t t l e  

w a s  on t h e  verge of t e a r s .  I never knew a more human per- 

son than D r .  Doo l i t t l e .  

Ed Goodnow was a very e f f i c i e n t  man. Be handled 
 

most o f  t h e  case work. The ca se  work was s e n t  t o  Centra l  
  

Distr ict  and then t o  Washington, and a s  I remember it w a s  
  
' , 

h i s  job. But, he was a very kind man. One t h i n g  I 

remember about him t h a t  h e  wore a toupee because I made 

a t r i p  with'him a t  one t i m e .  W e  shared a room together .  

My opinion i s  t h a t  he  was g r e a t l y  d isappointed  t h a t  he . . 

was no t  made Chief o f  Cen t ra l  D i s t r i c t .  

P. -	Was t h a t  a t  t h e  time t h a t  J. 0. Clarke -
B. 	 - A t  t h e  t i m e  of J. 0.  Clarke. I can remember t h a t  M r .  Goodnow 

-- we had a c onference a f t e r  J. 0. Clarke was t he r e  -- came 

over t o  see m e  and s a t  down and t a lked  t o  m e  and gave m e  some 

advice because I(,was s t i l l  Acting Chief.  It was good advice. 

I t h i n k  J. 0. Clarke, when he h i t  Chicago, decided he was going 

t o  end t h i s  Acting Chief bus iness  t h a t  I and B i l l  Hartigan 

w e r e  involved i n  because it wasn't  long before  I received 

a promotion t h a t  bridged t h e  gap t o  t h e  S t a t i o n  Qhie f .  

I t h i n k  he repor ted  i n  '29, and I was made Chief i n  .. 
September, 1930. 



P. - What was the good advice that Goodnow gave you? 

B. - Well, he told me to speak up. I was suppose to be one 

of the younger men' in those days, and naturally sometime 

I felt that some people talked too much. I spoke when 

I had to. But, I corresponded with Goodnow after he 

retired. As I recall, he went back to his home in 

Massachusetts. I don't remember what :place. 

Now, I can recall something about some of the Chiefs 
 

of Central District stations. I knew that Bill Hartiqan 
 

was an acting Chief before they made him Chief. While 
 

he was in Kansas City, the state of Louisiana tried to 
 

hire him away from Bureau of Chemistry, but he didn't 
 

take it. 
 

P. - Now he'd been an inspector, if I recall. 

B. - He'd been an inspector. He'd been an inspector in New 

Orleans before my time. They did not have a laboratory 

in Kansas City at first, but about -
Now at Minneapolis, Channing W. Harrison was Chief. 
 

P.  - I've heard of him. -
B. - There is some recollection that Harrison may have been the 

Chief of the Laboratory down here before stations. During 

the Roosevelt administration he was called to Washington 

on some matter. 

P. - But, he was a southerner. 

B. - I think he was. 

P. - I've heard he was sort of a little bit of a Kenaucky 

Colonel type man. 



B. 	 - I d o n ' t  remember who was  ch ie f  i n  Cinc inna t i ;  t h e r e  was a 

man by t h e  name of  Forbes t he r e ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e  if he was 

Chief when I came i n ,  bu t  I know t h a t  Harry Garriett was 

Chief -- I mean Cincinnat i  --. Did I memtion Erhest  Smith 

being Chief of S t .  Louis? 

P. - Y e s ,  you mentioned t h a t .  

B. 	 - W e l l ,  l e t ' s  see, Hoover -- D r .  Hoover was Chief Of Chicago 

when I first .-- he was a medical doctor  when I f b r s t  
I 

repor ted ,  and he was succeeded by -- when f i r s t  Woved t o  

Washington, by D r .  Arthur E. Paul who became ~ s s g s t a n tChief 

of t h e  D i s t r i c t  under J. 0. Clarke. 

P. -What kind of a guy was J. 0. Clarke? 

B. - Fine guy -
P. - H e  gave you your promotion, d i d n ' t  he? (Laughtelt) 

B. 	- I mean I go t  along tremendously wi th  J. 0.  Clarke; he made 

no secret about p r a i s i ng  t h e  New Orleans S t a t i o n ,  and, 

of course,  I first m e t  J. 0. Clarke a t  an  AOAC M6eting 

i n  about 1925. H e  was a t  At lan ta  -- he was Chieff of 

At lanta  S ta t ion .  J. 0. Clarke was q u i t e  a chemi4t; he-
kept  up with t h e  AOAC and t h e  type of work he d i d  throughout 

h i s  ca ree r .  A t  one time we had resea rch  going oa  down 

here  dur ing t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Duggan was t h e  chemist,  and 

Duggan was doing t h e  work more o r  less under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

of Clarke. Clarke was a fe l low -- a real southedper -- he 

used t o  l i k e  t o  come o u t  t o  d inner  because my motber was 

l i v i n g  and she r e a l l y  knew how t o  cook some of hiB southern 

f avo r i t e s .  II 



P. 	 - How come w e  had s o  many southerners  i n  Food and Drug 

i n  those  days? It  s e e m s  t o  m e  l i k e  they w e r e  a l l  

southerners .  

B. -	W e l l  maybe ones tha t  I remember! 

P. -	Maybe so. 

B. -	There w e r e  p len ty  of o the rs .  

The man who--Robert Hollinshead was n o t  a southerner.  

H e  was ch ie f  when I repor ted  and he succeeded Frank 

Liepsner who was going t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Cincinnat i  

District as Chief because I d o n ' t  t h ink  he l i k e d  it here. 

But, s t r ange ly  enough, when t h e  owner of an a n a l y t i c  

consu l t ing  and a n a l y t i c a l  l abora ty  d ied ,  Liepsner 

through some o the r  f i n a n c i a l  backing began t o  run t h a t  

laboratory.  I owe my connection wi th  FDA t o  Frank 

Liepsner becuase he w a s  P res iden t  of t he  American Chemical 

Society.  When my job r a n  o u t  a t  Penick and Ford--we had 

a b ig  s t a f f  a t  Penick and Ford. W e  even had 3r. F i t z  Zerban 

t h e  noted sugar chemist doing research .  My immediate boss 

w a s  D r .  W i l l i a m  L. Owen, who was both a chemist 

and a b a c t e r i o l o g i s t  who was a Heidelburg graduate.  

F ina l l y ,  Penick and Ford merged with some f i rm i n  Cedar 

Rapids (Corn syrup) and t h e r e  was some d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t he  

syrup market because of t h e  drop i n  t he  p r i c e  of Sugar. 

So w e  began t o  be dropped one by one u n t i l  Penick and Ford 

had very few chemists. 



Later Dr. Owen left and went back to LSU to teach 
 

bacteriology. Then later he set up his own consulting 
 

business. 
 

P. - Tell me something about Seafood Service, Mr. Boudreaux. 

Some of your early experiences in that. 

B. - Well, the Seafood Service actually came about as a result 

of terrific numbers of seizures of canned shrimp. As I 

have stated in my previous report, it was not unusual 

for inspectors to find decomposed shrimp. 

Finally we devised organoleptic methods by making authentic 

packs. I can remember that we were seizing so much shrimp 

the administration became a little worried and so analyst 

N. E. Freeman who is now deceased and I were called up and 
 

we had to examine many cans of shrimp with Dr. Hunter, 
 

Larry Strasburger and possibly others. It was determined 
 

we were all checking out very well. So, we came back and 
 

we kept sampling shipments throughout the country making 
 

moreseizures. This, of course, caused the packers to 
 

ask their Congressman-to pass some form of legislation 
 

that would give some relief. This legislation wa$ the 
 

Seafood Amendment, Section 10A of the Food and Drug 
 

Act. I can remember that when they found out that it 
 

was not going to be a rubber stamp type of inspection that 
 

they attempted to have the Act repealed. 
 

P. - Oh. Now you were telling me some about a meeting that you 

went to with Dr. Hunter. 



B. 	 - I r e c a l l  a meeting i n  Bi loxi  t h a t  I a t tended wkth D r .  

Hunter. I th ink  it was before--I'm n o t  s u r e  whether it 

was before  or a f t e r  seafood was i n s t i t u t e d .  I n  any event  

w e  f i r s t  m e t  with Senator Pa t  Harrison who was q u i t e  cor 

d i a l  t o  us,  but  when t h e  meeting w a s  he ld  and t h ~  packers 

began t o  a i r  t h e i r  complaints, t h e  SenatoPsremarks con

cerning FDA were no t  quite--not very  complimentairy. 

But, he was one o f  t h e  famous s ena to r s  of t h e  times. 

P. -	The packers were h i s  cons t i tuen t s .  

B. - Another s im i l a r  r e co l l ec t i on  was dur ing t h e  earLy '40 ' s  

i n  t h e  war, w e  worked c lose ly  wi th  Jacob Forbes who was 

head of the  Louisiana Food and Drug Sect ion  of Uhe S t a t e  

Board of Health. There were many warehouses t h a t  were 

very f i l t h y  and insan i ta ry .  W e  had a very good news con- 

tact  r e s u l t i n g  i n  many f r o n t  page s t o r i e s .  Some of t he  

warehouse people go t  i n  touch with Congressman H e D e r t  and 

he p ro tes ted  t o  M r .  Campbell. M r .  Campbell wroqe m e  a 

le t te r  which d i d  no t  c r i t i c i z e  my a c t i o n ,  d i d  nQt t e l l  

us  t o  s top ,  but  said? promised t o  w r i t e  you a le t ter ,  

and I did .  So t h a t  meant w e  should cont inue ,  but  i n  t i m e  

these  warehousesknewthat what w e  d i d  was f o r  t h e i r  bene- 

f i t  because q u i t e  a few complimented us  because they were 

saving s o  much from rodent ,  i n s e c t  losses and SO on. 

Now among t h e  personal r e c o l l e c t i o n s  I have is t h a t  

during 1954,. I th ink ,  Charles Crawford v i s i t e d  New Orleans. 

Suddenly t h e  sub j ec t  came about would I go t o  S t .  Louis. 



I soon learned that this desire to have me transferred 
 

to St. Louis did not originate with Crawford, but with 
 

somebody in the Federal Security Administration. I told 
 

Crawford that my doctor thought my health was such that 
 

the change probably wouldn't benefit me. He said, "Well, 
 

get your doctor to write a letter." My doctor wrote him 
 

a letter and stated that he felt I had rheumatoid arthri- 
 

tis which proved to be true. A few years later I was on 
 

leave for 9 months in an acute stage of it. Anyway I 
 

never transferred. This may seem very strange that 
 

probably I have the record as Head of a station and dis- 
 

trict as having been in one place my entire career. 
 

P. - You were here your entire career from -
B. - A total of 43 years +. 
P. - You know talking about the shrimp industry, wasn't there 

sort of a, well maybe a disagreement or controvensy that 

arose kind of between you and Wendell Vincent in rthe ' 4 0 ' s  

when alot of shrimp was being sampled and seized up there. 

B. - I recall nothing of Ehe kind. 

P. - Is that right. 

B. - I can recall that when Wendell Vincent, I believe he was 

Chief of the Western District at the time, he and Dunbar 

visited New Orleans and I think they visited some shrimp 

plants because the salmon industry at that time was con- 

sidering seafood inspection. 

P. - I see. 0 



B. 	 - Which never mater ia l ized .  Wendell Vincent: and I were a l 

ways good f r i ends .  

P. -	Were you. I r e a l l y  thought he was a g r e a t  man. 

B. -	I did .  I d id .  

P. 	 - W e l l ,  I guess I misunderstood b u t  I--we used t o  sample 

a l o t  of shrimp up t h e r e  without  your having r e p o ~ t e d  it 

ou t  t o  us. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about i n  t h e  '40 ' s .  

B. -	W e l l ,  i n  t h e  4 0 m s ,  Vincent was back i n  Denver. 

P. -	H e  was i n  Denver. 

B. -	I don ' t  r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

P. -	I d i d n ' t  know. 

B. 	 - Under t he  o ld  law w e  could no t  prosecute  because of f a l s e  

and misleading the rapeu t ic  claims on drugs.  W e  had t o  

prove fraud. I remember t h e r e  was a contes ted  case i n  

Pensacola. I don ' t  remember t h e  name. I know t h a t  

George >Eigenberger was t h e r e  and he handled a l o t  of t he  

work during t h e  t r i a l .  W e  won t h a t  case.  

P. -	This was a f raud case? -
B. 	 - Y e s .  W e  u sua l ly  had t o  prove f raud  by say a p r i ~ rse i zu re  

o r  by having had a p r i o r  hear ing  i n  which w e  w a r o e d t h e  

manufacturer. I know the re  was a case--and I cam't remem

ber  what case  it was--in Dal las  i n  1936. Judge atwell 

was t h e  judge. W e  thought w e  w e r e  going t o  have t o  put  

a witness on t o  t e s t i f y  t h a t  a hear ing  had been--prior 

hearing had been held.  It s o  happened t h a t  because of 

circumstances i n  my family I was unable t o  go s o  M r s .  

Gladys -bierer t h e  Chief Clerk could t e s t i f y  t h a t  t h e  



hearing had been held. So she  went up t o  Da l las .  The 

case was prolonged t o  a po in t  where she had t o  buy e x t r a  

c lo th ing.  She and some in spec to r s  w e r e  up t he r e .  I 

th ink Johnny Breckenridge was one of t h e  i n spec to r s  and 

I be l i eve  t h a t  Fred Brock,the S t a t e  Food and Drug Inspector ,  

who l a t e r  became Chief of t h e  S t a t e  Food and Drug work, 

and then l a t e r  Chief of t h e  Feed Control Serv ice  i n  

Texas, were t h e  witnesses.  But, t h e  case was paolonged. 

W e  won t he  case  and never had t o  p u t  on any evidence t o  

show fraud. Judge A t w e l l ,  by h i s  own s e l f ,  pecu l i a r  judge, 

but  he went along with us  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

I can remember t he  e x c e l l e n t  cooperat ion t h a t  w e  had 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Texas where w e  only had 3 insped tors .  

But we'd g e t  an assignment t o  c o l l e c t  a sample i n  E l  Paso t h a t  

was f u r t h e r  from New Orleans than Washington, D.C. You 

could always ask t h e  state--and I remember a casle where 

the  Chief Inspector ,  I th ink  h i s  l a s t  name was Johnson, 

of t he  S t a t e  Food and Drug Office.  H e  went down personal ly  

and co l l ec t ed  t he  samples a t  E l  Paso f o r  us.  

P. 	 - You know when I came i n t o  Denver w e  had inheriteid w e s t  

Texas. 

B. 	 - W e l l ,  you had E l  Paso f i r s t  and then l a t e r  w e s t  Texas from 

the panhandle on down. 

P. -	W e  s t i l l  only had a handful of inspectors- 

B. -	But you w e r e  c l o se r .  



P. - Particulary El Paso--the city helped--they colleated 

our samples. 

B. - Well, we also had excellent cooperation from CusOoms 

along the border. Quite often we could depend on them 

to make certain examinations for us. In fact, during the 

black heart pineappledeal, they were very helpful to us. 

That was in later years. During ~oses' time in Houston. 

P. - That was during my time in El paso, too. I cut a many 

a pineapple in the custom shed in El Paso. 

B. - I guess you recall reading where during the war one of 

the grapefruit juice canneries received an excellent award 

from the Army the same day that we got an injunctbon against 

them--insanitary operations and the use of bad fruit. 

P. - Wasn't there a big citrus fruit--wasn't there a freeze 

that gave you lots of problems in citrus. 

B. - That is true. I mentioned that. I think that oceurred 

--there were two freezes--one in December129 and tme in 

January '30. That was a time that we sent an inspector 

down there and he organized state people. He explained 

to the packers--grapefruit shippers--the provisioos of 

the law and it prevented the shipment of many freeze damaged 

fruit. 

P. - Do you remember what year that was? 

B. - That was '29 I think. It's in my report--two plades '29 

and '30. 

P. - Oh. 



B. - And, of course, later on we had freezes, and we fround 

that they had learned their lesson. And, of coultse, 

the state had learned how to take care of those hype of 

things, preventive measures. 

I can remember--I don't know--it may not have been 
 

Texas. I think it was oranges. We were unable to cover all 
 

the shipments so I can recall a health officer in Mississippi 
 

collected samples for us. That was the kind of aooperation 
 

we could get. We could never have done the work with three 
 

inspectors which we had most of the time during the '20's. 
 

P. - You know, you mentioned you only had three inspeqtors 

and this was a big district. How did those inspectors 

travel? What kind of work did they do in those days? 

B. - Well, at first they traveled by train. That was the 

only means of transportation. They had to carry with them 

equipment such as the Gurley balances and sometimes scales 

like Steelyards to weigh bulky packages. There Was no 

such thing as starting out on Monday morning. You started 

out in time to start work on Monday. 

P. - Yes. How long were they gone on these trips? 

B. - Oh, they would sometime be gone for a month or more. 

Inspector Eigenberger who was stationed at Houston 

traveled the whole territory. Later our first automo- 

bile was something like a paneled delivery truck. 

P. - What year was that, do you remember? 



B. - That was before Eigenberger was transferred to Wew 

Orleans so it must have been about 1927 or something 

like that. 

P. - About 1927. 

B. - And then we began to use automobiles by allowing in- 

spectors to use their own cars. Inspector Brecbendrige 

did alot of his traveling by his own automobile during the 

days they began to use automobiles. The first auto- 

mobile we had over the panel delivery truck was one that 

we inherited from I&F when the insecticide and fungicide 

law was placed under our jurisdiction. Then, of course, 

the naval stores inspectors. Of course, that was in 

the late twenties, around ' 28 .  They had cars, too. So 

some of those cars came through our inheriting hdditional 

laws to enforce. 

P. - Now did the chemists go out traveling with inspectors 

or doing quite a bit of inspection work? 

B. - Chemists did do quite a bit of inspection work. I 

personally traveled with Inspector Eigenberger Uhile I was 

in the laboratory in 1923. This is largely in eonnec- 

tion with the matter of water in raw oysters, blet I also 

gained an insight into factory inspection work with him 

as well as collection of samples. I collected 

one sample--I think it was canned tomatoes--I happened 

to be on leave at Lake Charles, my hometown, an& there 

was a shipment of tomatoes to be sampled at De Ridder 



so I went off of leave and went up to De Ridder and 
 

collected the samples. That was the one and only sample 
 

I collected although I did participate with Eigenberger 
 

in some of the work that he did while we traveledl on 
 

the oyster deal. 
 

P. - Do you remember what per d i m  was in those days? 

B. - At first when I entered the service per diem was $4.00 

a day. And many hotels gave us government rates. I 

remember the Stevens Hotel, which is now something 

else, in Chicago giving a government rate. I think we 

could get a room there for $2.00 when we first stayed 

there. 

P. - I believe it. 

B. - When I retired per diem was $16.00 a day. Then it was 

beginning not cover much. 

P. - Well, it's about $35.00 now and I don't think it covers 

anymore than your $4.00 did in the '20's. 

(Note - at this point the tape ran out and Mr. Bbudreaux 

decided he had nothing to add at that time) 



Prior t o  enfaring govor~;rcat semicc  bc was csqlojred as a ~Dcrrist 

v i t h  Puke-Davb and Campany, Cetroit, P-Lchigsu; Peaick and Ford, h'ca 

Nt. Boudrcaur entorod the Federal survlce i n  1922 as s chcsbist 

with the New Drleana Station of the Bureau of C h u i t t r y  of the Dc$stment 

of Agriculture. A t  the  t b e  he reported t o  duty there was a t o t a l  oE 

10 employees. This i s  coutrasted t o  its present staffing. includdng 

vacancies, of a t o t a l  of 86. IXlc to the sarious i l lness  of the Cgfef or' 

Station, he bccarae Acting Chief o-L the lie#&lea38 5.;-tioc is 1924 ard 

headed the s t t t i o c  under t h i s  ti&? unt i l  1930, whai ;la v a  p-tkd to 

Chief of Station. Pxcm~tiorsi n  gsdc w i t h  t i t l e  ckjrg2s to Chic£ of tko 

District,  then Director of the Distr ict  a-currel in ersciq ya-8 .  

A8 head of the Rev Orleans Stotioc, letcr the B a  Urlcz~ui Dksrrict, 

F5. Boudrrsux had resp0;rsfbility fo r  enEozcwn'c of tka FeZeral Po~L?. 

Drug, and Comatic Act aad relatcd lmo in the s t c t e s  of T c m s ,  bbisisna, 

Iiississippi, d Aleb;oa, unt i l  e s tcb l i sben t  of t3c 3a1?= C i s t r i e t  

early i n  1961 rcGuccd the Nr?v Drleens Dlstr ict  nrca :o =he ctD:es Qf 
' 



participated i n  studiol on tb adulteration of oyators v i th  uater, a d  

l a t s r  hi. attention ou dovoted to tho problem of decorgosi t io~ in 

s h r i q  and Lb e s t a b l i s ~ tof the Sosfood &spection Sorvico rPcJct 

tho a w m h n t  of 19%. H.worked v i t h  tho l a t e  Ccaudssioacr CravEo'orb. 

and Dr. Albert C. HMtor that stlEJBr i n  preparation of regulations for 

SottfnO up Sufood  Inspection Service, which acrvico was extecdad t o  

' 	 both unnd obinip rod cuund oystus,.nd 1ast.d un t i l  a few pears ago. 

h n g  o t h u  probless which 0pp.gOd his attontion wero serious pztoblezaa 

-1% vith  postiaidu,  Houey -or: C l i n i c ,  thr sanitat ion od crude 

regetrbla o i l  dlls, u n i t a t i o n  of r i ce  mills. and i1.mny o a e r  rattern of 

g u t b u l u  gwgr.ohi~l~tqport.rwe to tho Uaw Orleans District.  Tho 

first injunction u m i u  tbo Food, D q ,  rod Casnstic Act rvw bro+t 

agsfnat frub erabaeat packer located at B w  Orleans. Conrplos 
 

probw r o s u l t f ~ gf r o r ~importation of foods .nd drugs through the 
 

ocuo ports of V a n  Orloans and Xoueton, M wall u tbs border ports i n  
  

T u u ,  binre oqagrd  his attontibn. 
 

Aaoqg the natLorrvide iwcstipatioaa participated i n  by thk IZw 

Orleans offlco under tho direction of Mr. Boudreaux were the Gi*cr Jake, 

Elixlr  Pulfd-, and thi ~ h . i i d ~ m i d ~ ~ ( i t i ~ E I I Qcase of Gicget Jab, 

thir ocourrsd during Prohibition. Soar individuals deprived of the usual 

alcoholic bover4u t d  to ttu ginger utract. 'Ihs firn, with no 

priaaiplos and utu disiegard of tho health of those c o a s d q  the 

substitute beverage, d o  up tbir ovn version of singer extract which 

cmtahd tb. ingrodiont tr icreoyl phosphate. r i l e  spparuntly wgs put 
-

4 



i n  i n  ordar to  dscolvt the chcnista bu: tbe fagcnfouc FDA chc3is1ts 

liscovorad :hi. vas the irig~edlorrtcsusijg widespra? p;rralysis E=OE: 

tho i 3 i l e r s  of tho fake ginger extract. E l ix i r  Sulfaailc;?ido u ~ si-. 

H q d d  sulfa drug, uhfch b d  been videly distributed i n  the  f a l l  of 1937 

without prior testiw for safety by the n a f a c t u r e r .  (Tho old t905 

Food and Drug Lou c o n t a f d  w preceo t in~  roquir-at.) This pr$paratfo;z 

contri.& diethylano glycol u a vchiclo. DiethyLana glycol is C dendly 

poiwn. Xany deaths oceurrod w a r  tho couztry before the drug c b l d  be 

ramwed Crop drug stores, phycici&%, pntie=ts. stc., by the  coc&iosd . 
offorts  of fodoral, rute, and local offi+ls. Tragically =sny of 

t h a o  d u t h r  occurred i n  X i~ r l s r l pp i ,  one of the s t a t e s  covered by tho 

O a  Orle.nr office. 8.r' Orleans susspapere i n  October 1937 carried 

mmy h .d l ino  s tor ies  C O B C ~ ~tho tragic evcnts and described the  

work of tho combined r ep l a to ry  qgencies i n  reamir~the drug to prevent 

f u r t h r  death.. Every bblo-bodied on, i a e l u d i q ~al l  avail&le +&food 

inrpoctorr; uero utilked to rup down #erg poss ibl~bot t l e  o f  thk drug. 

Tho Th.lidadde incident is so recent, tbe &:&lo are &illc l e q l y  

rocallod by dl..Hany o t h u  mbllar nationwide mergersy imrest i~at ions  

u u o  putfc ipat rd  l n  by tho Distrfcr. 

Over the yoarr he haa preronted papers and t a lks  before rcnhy 

orpalmtiono.  Ih.oe include xmtfoool and regional food, fccd, a@d 

drug officf.la, trado rPsociations, clubs, university groups, sc i t n t i f i c  

org.nizstfon8, stat. pbuaKoutlca1 aseociationa, and s t a t e  a d i c 4 1  

sotietiea. B.gave rndio ta lks  aa enrly 1929 and ha8 oppcorcd on 

t.l.ui.forr propam. -- - 



affective c o o p r a t i w  rolrtfonehips between FPA and scats  .and loqal 

.0ffici .b.  O v u  the years he has counted w y  close f r i e o S  c = u ~  

off ic ia ls  i n  the terr i tory  covored by clro E m  9zlcac3 ~ i c t r i c t ,a v c l l  

M off ic ia ls  from otter stues. The 17th Ars-1 Coaferczco of tha Food' 

and Drug Qfficiols  of the Southern Etotcs t t l d  iz ZLIosL, 2 L I ~ s i s ~ 1 i p ~ i  

in April 196S dedfcatad its met ing fn hor;or of tk. Bocdresux. Ak tha 

b8nq-t on April 27, bn u u  presozltedwith a W s a r o l y  frcacd ce t t t f i ca te  

bl the &locL.tfon in recognition of his  v a l a l e  sen-fceo 06 a regulatyy 

o f f i c i d ,  advisor, PDd parsCPal *%ad t o  a l l  IC&E~S and associate 

&era of tho hsoclr t ion.  fa 1956 &.BouJri~uxuas one of the 

organiron of tha highly 8uccoesful Catlinburz, Tennessee Co3Eere$ce 
a 
 

of fi S u t a  and Fsdaral Food arid Rug Officials. AS the  10th Wual 

Uaeting. held i n  August 1965 he vas highly praioed for his  contfawd 

effor ts  on behalf of  chi.  grow, Othar o ~ = ~ ~ i z a c i o n eho30rlqN:. Bloudreaur 

at their meeting@d u r i q  recent a o n t b  were the Missfssippi State 

P h a m ~ ~ e u t L u l  Assktction of Souehern geed,' Fcrtilizyr, 
bosccirrtfon, and 

Procicida Control Officialo, .nd the Third Dfsrrict -ti= of tha~ 
  

C o l ' l 0 ~of Pharnacy. : 

, . budreswr is r devout Catholic and crtceada St. Jaes Yajor e a c h  

i n  the Gentilly ueo of !leu Orleann. H e  i o  a d e r  of the Koly N&m 

Bociety. IIs i o  an honorary 3rd Degree &or of the 2925 C o . z ~ ~ i lo f  



Ascclbly, 4th De~rcag. of C. Be joined tEo W+te  of @lwhus iz: 

1917 whflo atdoat at Loula ia  btsto Ur&vcr;ity, Baton bu,-o.  Por 

rom yenra h.was very active fa the w o r k  of Cort=cil 716, Okd Orilr ;ns,  

loufoiarrP. In 1945 Be wan o a  of thc orzccizors of tho C--:illy 

bilrril, oru of tb f k o t  olighborkcmS cot~ncilsof tho i;. of C. Ln -
X 6 a  Orle~o. 84 OIBS Deputy Craai Enigh: of tkt c c e f L  for the first , 
tvo year* .od held b p ~ q p o r u n tcmslttae posts. 

V u r a  OBO of tb. years that FDCI was 8 bureau ia the U. 5r 

Drputamt of Agrlcultwo bo WGS President of t k e  US09 Club. Ec has 

many Mondl f a  tbar depr~tlmt,as vall ar in othor gwerrmen: ct3ezziuB 

and bu worked cloooly with a l l  EedcraL agcacies on u i i ~ t ~ r a lprobkms. 

In tho u r l y  1920*s hs tpu r d s r  of the Executive Crr;T;ittee oP rhe

rodoral Burhoes Ammocktion, vhich was then concrrred with the #ny 

prcblemrs follcdug World W a s  X.  Hr. Boudreaur is o d e r  of the Saw 

Orl+onr k d e a y  of kiooco and senred as vice-president of this 

wgurLutLaP in 1957-58. 8e i.L d e t  of the Sound Table Club bf 

Bar Orleurs and also a mEPbBr of tha Alpha Chi S i p s  Profc~sicrsl 

Lanimiuu. Bis 90-year old rrother, Urs. b l i n  Boudreert~t, cakes her 

vith them. R i m  farhex and his two brothers end nio sistcra bra 

deaaamd. Ibo &udreaux*s &a five children, a11 collegc grahstes. 

Edvh C., Jr. ,  i e  general srlos p3tZBSer of the Polar Boy Xcc C a p W  



of dtl=:a, Gcarzia. Dr. J a m s  L. BoiJdreaux is a Urologist with thc 

lafayetto Z M i c a l  rod Surgical Croup, Lsfayettc. Cordon 3; Boudreaux 

is a c b i s t  with tho Southern Milizstion irst ~scnrcba d DevalQpaent 

Division L&arato:feo, U.S.D.A., H s t  C-rleol;~.La. 0x1 dacfitcr, rxs. 

E W n a  A. Brodtmaiux, I 8  an accountant with the Culi Coxst Shipping 

Corporation, Xw Orleans. Another daughter, Y v o w  E. Eoudrcar;;, is 

Pagiotrr, School of !Gur.ing, Botal Pieu, Hew Orleans. The Boudrwux's 

h e  Plar pardchildran. 
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T h e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  to  c o m m e r c i a l l y  c a n  s h r i m p  was  made b y  G e o r g e  W .  

Dunbar i n  1 8 6 7 .  B y  1 8 7 5 ,  he p e r f e c t e d  his p r o c e d u r e .  In those d a y s ,  

l i d s  o f  c a n s  had  to  be h a n d  s o l d e r e d ,  a s l o w  p r o c e d u r e  compared  t o  

m a c h i n e  c a p p i n g  o f  l i d s  w h i c h  i s  now p r a c t i c e d .  By 1 8 8 0 ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  4 

a m o u n t  o f  c o m m e r c i a l l y  c a n n e d  s h r i m p  was  p a c k e d  b y  a number  o f  c a n n e r i e s .  

S h r i m p ,  u n l i k e  other s h e l l f i s h  s u c h  a s  c r a b s  a n d  lobsters, d i e  i n  

the net or s h o r t l y  a f t e r  b e i n g  t a k e n  o u t  o f  the w a t e r .  B e c a u s e  o f  the 

warm w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  d u r i n g  m o s t  o f  the p a c k i n g  s e a s o n ,  s p o 4 l a g e  soon 

t a k e s  p l a c e  u n l e s s  the s h r i m p  a r e  p r o m p t l y  r e f r i g e r a t e d  a n d  k e p t  so u n t i l  

u n l o a d e d  a t  the p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t .  

Jt  i s  not known w h a t  r e g u l a t o r y  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  p a i d  t o  the p r o b l e m  o f  

d e c o m p o s i t i o n ,  or i n s a n i t a r y  h a n d l i n g  p r i o r  t o  the l a t e  t w e n t i e s  a n d  

e a r l y  thirties when the New O r l e a n s  S t a t i o n  i n s p e c t o r s -  b e g a n  r e l p o r t i n g  

s e r i o u s l y  v i o l a t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s .  

A n y  s h e d ,  s h a c k  or d i l a p i d a t e d  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  c o u l d  h o u s e ,  h o l d 2  

minimum o f  r e l a t i v e l y  l i g h t  e q u i p m e n t ,  c o u l d  be a n d  was  u s e d  a s  a s h r i m p  

c a n n e r y .  N o  t h o u g h t  was  g i v e n  t o  h a n d l i n g  the p r o d u c t  i n  a b u i J d i n g  t h a t  

was  t i g h t ,  s c r e e n e d  or r o d e n t  and  insect p r o o f .  W i t h  the e x c e p t i o n  o f  

p r o c e s s i n g  retorts, a l l  o f  the e q u i p m e n t  i n  the p l a n t  t h a t  cou l t?  p o s s i b l y  

be c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  wood was  so c o n s t r u c t e d .  T h e  o p e r a t o r s  o f  the p l a n t  

h a d  l i t t l e  or no c o n c e p t i o n  o f  the m e a n i n g  o f  the word  s a n i t a t i o n .  Wooden 

p i c k i n g  t a b l e s  s o a k e d  u p  the s l i m e  a n d  j u i c e  f r o m  the s h r i m p  and? h e l d  

this m a t e r i a l  r o t t i n g  i n  their p o r e s .  Wooden b l a n c h i n g  t a n k s  a c t e d  a s  a 

f o c i  f o r  c o n t a m i n a t i o n .  F l o o r s ,  t a b l e s  a n d  other r e q u i p m e n t  w e r e  i n f r e -  . 

q u e n t l y  r i n s e d  o f f  w i t h  w a t e r  w h i c h  was  q u i t e  o f t e n  o b t a i n e d  frmm the 

b a y o u s ,  l a k e s  and  b a y s  w h i c h ,  i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  w e r e  m o s t  l i k e l y  h e a v i l y  ..
p o l l u t e d .  

Raw m a t e r i a l s  f u r n i s h e d  the c a n n e r i e s  a t  t i m e s  was  p u t r i d  a n d  decomposed  -
to  s u c h  a n  extent t h a t  f l y  m a g g o t s  h a d  t o  be s h a k e n  or washed  o f f  b e f o r e  

p i c k e r s  w o u l d  r e m o v e  shells. T h e  shells w e r e  i r r e g u l a r l y  r e m o v e d  f r o m  the 

c a n n e r i e s  a f t e r  b e i n g  t h r o w n  on the f l o o r s  to  rot f u r t h e r  a n d  a o t  a s  a b r e e d i n g  p l a c e s  f o r  insects. I t  w a s  not u n u s u a l  to  se.e~workers i n  p i c k i n g-
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rooms s t a n d i n g  above  their knees i n  a mass  o f  decomposed h u l l s  w i t h  maggots  

c r a w l i n g  on  their b o d i e s .  Non-exped i t ious  h a n d l i n q  o f  sound fresh s h r i m . ~  

a t  t i m e s  b r o u g h t  to  some c a n n e r i e s  o f t e n  decomposed b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u l d  be 

processed .  Shr imp were  o f t e n  p icked  in to  c u p s  wh ich  were  i n f r e q u e n t l y  

washed and e n c r u s t e d  w i t h  decomposed m a t e r i a l .  F r e q u e n t l y ,  s h r i m p  which 

had been p icked  were  a l l o w e d  to  remain  i n  l a r g e  h o l d i n g  r e c e p t a c l e s  w i t h -  

o u t  r e f r i g e r a t i o n  so l o n g  t h a t  t h e y  decomposed i n  the c a n n e r i e $ .  

P r o c e s s i n g  was u n c o n t r o l l e d .  O p e r a t o r s  r e t o r t e d  t h e  canned s h r i m p  

for v a r y i n g  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e .  R e t o r t s  were  m a n u a l l y  o p e r a t e d .  O p e r a t o r s  

who t h o u g h t  t h e y  were  p r o c e s s i n g  f o r  a c e r t a i n  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  dnd t e m p e r a t u r e ,  

had no a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  s u c h  was the c a s e  b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  o f  equ ipmen t  o n  

retorts. 

a h a t  was done a b o u t  these terrible c o n d i t i o n s ?  Samples  o f  the canned 

s h r i m p  were examined i n  the New O r l e a n s  S t a t i o n  L a b o r a t o r y  b u t  i n  m o s t  

i n s t a n c e s  it was i m p o s s i b l e  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  then a v a i l a b l e  to  a s s o c i a t e  

o d o r s  n o t e d  i n  the c a n s  w i t h  the q u a l i t y  o f  the r a w  m a t e r i a l .  E a r l y  i n  
4 

the f a l l  o f  1930, FDA b q a n  i o  f o r m u l a t e  and c a r r y  o u t  p l a n s  f u r  a series 

o f  e x p e r i m e n t a l  p a c k s .  T h e  hen who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the p r e p a r a ~ t i o no f  

these packs  were  Dr. A l b e r t  Hun ter ,  M r .  L i n d e n ,  and L. W .  S t ras lburger  o f  

the Washington S t a f f  L a b o r a t o r y ,  and N .  E .  Freeman and E .  C .  Bopdreaux 

o f  New O r 1eans .  

The f i r s t  pack ,  a s m a l l  one, was prepared b y  S t r a s b u r g e r  apd R a l p h  L.  

H o r s t ,  New O r l e a n s  C h e m i s t .  In c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the L o u i s i a n a  G t a t e  

Board o f  H e a l t h ,  t h e y  used  a S t a t e  l a b o r a t o r y  b o a t  t o  a c q u i r e  the s h r i m p  

from the f i s h i n g  a r e a  and t h e y  s u b j e c t e d  them t o  d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s .  

Fo l lowing  this ,  t h e y  w e r e  canned a t  a New O r l e a n s  cannery .  

The e x p e r i m e n t a l  p a c k s  were  o f  the u s u a l  t y p e :  sound f r e s h  s h r i m p  

and shr imp  i n  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  o f  d e c o m p o s i t i o n .  T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t $  v i s i t e d  -I 
 
the f i s h i n g  a r e a s  t o  o b t a i n  s h r i m p  a s  f r e s h  a s  p o s s i b l e  and eve* w i t n e s s e d  

the c a t c h i n g  o f  s h r i m p  i n  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s .  T h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  these I 

packs  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  the abnormal o d o r s  p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d  r e l a t e d  v e r y  c l o s e l y  

to  d e c o m p o s i t i o n  i n  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s .  T h e r e  were  a l s o  some e a r l y  s t u d i e s  i n  

r e f e r e n c e  to  i n d o l e  content o f  decomposed s h r i m p .  

...-. -
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Now b e i n g  equ ipped  w i t h  n e c e s s a r y  background d a t a  and i n f o r m a t i o n  

c o r r e l a t i n g  o d o r s  o f  canned shr imp  to  decomposed raw m a t e r i a l ,  FDA 

embarked o n  a r e g u l a t o r y  program which r e s u l t e d  i n  many s e i z u r e s .  

Because o f  the numerous s e i z u r e s  made a s  the r e s u l t  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n  

b y  New Or leans  personnel, the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h o u g h t  it w i s e  to  c a r r y  

o u t  a check  program w i t h  the Washington personne l  who were  i n v o l v e d  i n  

p r e p a r a t i o n  of  the e x p e r i m e n t a l  packs .  T h e r e f o r e ,  e a r l y  i n  1 9 3 2 ,  N.E .  

Freeman and E .  C .  Boudreaux wen t  to  Wash ing ton  and s p e n t  over a week i n  

j o i n t  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  s a m p l e s  w i t h  Messrs. H u n t e r ,  L i n d e n  and S t t rasburger .  

T h i s  session demons t ra ted  t h a t  the e x a m i n e r s  were  a11 i n  agreen)ent .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  the sampl ing  and s e i z u r e  campaign c o n t i n u e d  u n a b a t e d .  

The  FDA 1934 Annual Repor t  d i s c l o s e d  t h a t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  f i s d a l  y e a r  

e n d i n g  J u l y  1 ,  1934 ,  483  o f f i c i a l  samples  were  examined i n v o l v i n g  59 

c a n n e r i e s .  Shr imp from 26 c a n n e r i e s  were  found i n  v i o l a t i o n .  S i x t y -

e i g h t  s e i z u r e s  r e s u l t e d .  In s p i t e  o f  the c o n t i n u e d  a t t e n t i o n  given the 

i n d u s t r y  for some y e a r s ,  fundamental  correction o f  c a u s e s  f o r  v i o l a t i o n-
had not been a c c o m ~ l i s h e d .  T h e s e  were  p r i n c i p a l l y :  ( 1 )  P a c k i n g  o f  s h r i m p  

which  had been c a r e l e s s l y  hand led  o r : k e p t  so l o n g  t h a t  decompos$ t ion  

r e s u l t e d ;  ( 2 )  U s e  o f  i n a d e q u a t e  p r o c e s s i n g  t i m e s  and t e m p e r a t u r e s ;  (3)  Poor 

s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  m o s t  p l a n t s ;  and ( 4 )  E p i p m e n t  b e i n g  usetl t h a t  

c o u l d  not be a d e q u a t e l y  c l e a n e d .  

These  s e i z u r e s  w e r e  c o s t l y  t o  the p a c k e r s  and a r o u s e d  a d e s i r e  f o r  

some sort o f  p l a n t  i n s p e c t i o n  wh ich  would i n s u r e  the p a c k i n g  o f  a s a t i s 

f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t .  The  p a c k e r s  became g r e a t l y  concerned and i n t e r e s t e d  

the Congressmen o f  their S t a t e s  i n  their problem;  and S e c t i o n  IOA, the 

Seafood Amendment o f  the 1906 Food & Drug A c t ,  was e n a c t e d  i n  June  1934 .  

The Amendment was prompt ly  s i g n e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  F r a n k l i n  D.  R o o s e v e l t .  

Edwin C. Boudreaux was summoned t o  Wash ing ton  t o  a s s i s t ,  a l o n g  with 

D r .  Hunter and C .  W .  Crawford i n  the d r a f t  o f  the f i r s t  r e g u l a t j o n s .  In 

t h o s e  d a y s ,  the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was l o c a t e d  i n  the e a r l i e r  q u a r t e r s  (o f  

U.S.D.A.) wh ich  were  not a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f a r  f rom c o m f o r t a b l e  

i n  J u l y  1934.  T h i s  work r e q u i r e d  i n  e x c e s s  o f  one week i n v o l v i n g  n i g h t  

s e s s i o n s  and f i n a l l y  the e a r l y  d r a f t  was prepared .  A l t h o u g h  B o d r e d u x  had a to  spend a hot J u l y  4 t h  away from the "cool" s u n n y  sou*.,-he remembers it 

a s  a p l e a s a n t  i n t e r l u d e  f rom the arduous  t a s k  o f  r e g u l a t i o n  makiplg. Through 
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the k i n d n e s s  o f  M r .  and Mrs. C h a r l e s  Crawford ,  he spent the d a y  a t  their 

home i n  V i r g i n i a .  A l t h o u g h  the w e a t h e r  was warm, C h a r l i e ' s  Mint J u l e p s  

were  o u t  o f  this wor ld .  

The  Seafood Amendment prov ided  t h a t  a n y  p a c k e r  o f  s e a f o o d s  whose 

p r o d u c t  was i n t e n d e d  f o r  s a l e  w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the Food & Drug 

A c t  c o u l d  a p p l y  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  service. I t  a l s o  a u t h o r i z e d  tha t  p a c k e r s  

o p e r a t i n g  under  this i n s p e c t i o n  c o u l d  l a b e l  the food to  show t h a t  it had 

been packed under  s u c h  inspection. Among other t h i n g s ,  the amandment 

had a p e n a l t y  c l a u s e  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  f i n e s  and impr i sonment  f o r  a n y  person  

who  f o r g e d ,  c o u n t e r f e i t e d ,  s i m u l a t e d  or f a l s e l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  or, w i t h o u t  

p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t y ,  u sed  a n y  mark ,  s tamp ,  t a g ,  l a b e l  or other d e v i c e s  

a u t h o r i z e d  b y  the A c t .  

A l t h o u g h  this i n s p e c t i o n  service c o u l d  be g r a n t e d  to a n y  s e a f o o d  

i n d u s t r y ,  o n l y  s h r i m p  and o y s t e r  c a n n e r i e s  a v a i l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  i t .  

In l a t e r  y e a r s ,  it was e x t e n d e d  to other forms  o f  s h r i m p .  A t  f i r s t ,  the 

i n i t i a l  service p e r i o d  was f o r  nine months  w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  e x t e n s i o n s .  

L a t e r ,  it was made a 1 2  month  service. T h e  i n s p e c t i o n  service Was p u r e l y  

v o l u n t a r y ,  t h u s ,  d i f f e r i n g  from Meat I n s p e c t i o n .  I t  p r o v i d e d  f @ r  a s s i g n -  

men t  o f  f u l l  t i m e  i n s p e c t o r s  to e a c h  p l a n t .  

The  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  t h a t ,  before i n s p e c t i o n  c o u l d  be g r a n t e d ,  

c e r t a i n  minimum c o n d i t i o n s  o f  equ ipmen t  and f a c i l i t i e s ,  based  01)the best 

p o s s i b l e  p r a c t i c e s ,  be r e q u i r e d .  P l a n t s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  be a d g q u a t e l y  

p r o t e c t e d  from insects t h r o u g h  p r o p e r  s c r e e n i n g .  S u i t a b l e  i n s p e c t i o n  belts 

and a d e q u a t e  d e v i c e s  to c l e a n  the raw m a t e r i a l  and remove a n y  o l j j e c t i o n a b l e  

s e a f o o d  m u s t  be p r o v i d e d .  .Tops o f  p i c k i n g  and p a c k i n g  t a b l e s ,  wash t a n k  

f l u m e s ,  b l a n c h  t a n k s ,  brine tanks and a l l  u t e n s i l s  f o r  h a n d l i n g  s h r i m p  

were  r e q u i r e d  t o  be o f  m e t a l  or some other smoth, h a r d ,  non-pollous 

m a t e r i a l  (other t h a n  l e a d )  so t h a t  s u c h  e q u i p m e n t  c o u l d  be e a s i l p  c l e a n e d .  

Conveyor belts had t o  be o f  m a t e r i a l  e a s i l y  c l e a n e d  and non-porobs .  W e b -

t y p e  belts were  not s a t i s f a c t o r y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  belts either o f  mettal o x  

c o v e r e d  w i t h  a smooth c o a t i n g  s u c h  a s  r u b b e r  were  the o n l y  ones p e r m i t t e d .  

Adequate  s u p p l i e s  o f  s t e a m  and c l e a n  u n p o l l u t e d  w a t e r  for c l e a n i n g  

equipment  were  r e q u i r e d .  T o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  a s a n i t a r y  t y p e  ahd wash 

b a s i n s  w i t h  s o a p  and paper  t o w e l s  f o r  u s e  o f  e m p l o y e e s  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  

s i g n s  had to be p r o v i d e d .  A l s o  r e q u i r e d  was equ ipment  f o r  s a n i t l z i n g  
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u t e n s i l s .  The  c a n n e r i e s  had t o  h a v e  d e v i c e s  f o r  code-marking c o n t a i n e r s  

and i n s t r u m e n t s  t o  r e c o r d  t i m e s  and t e m p e r a t u r e s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  with 

p r o c e s s i n g  the canned a r t i c l e .  

Once a n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a p p l i e d  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  and was found t o  m e e t  

the r e q u i r e d  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  o n e  or more i n s p e c t o r s  were  a s s i g n e d  
A 
 

to  it .  I n s p e c t o r s  saw t o  it  t h a t  the b a s i c  conditions were  m a i n t a i n e d  and 

a l s o  the r e g u l a t i o n s  c o v e r i n g  a c t u a l  o p e r a t i o n s  were  o b s e r v e d .  P l a n t s  

were n o t  to  o p e r a t e  i n  the absence  o f  the i n s p e c t o r  and the entire manu

f a c t u r i n g  p r o c e s s  had to  be under  his  s u p e r v i s i o n .  S h r i m p  c a t 6 h i n g  b o a t s  

had t o  k e e p  the p r o d u c t  f r e s h  b y  i c i n g  down a t  t i m e  o f  c a t c h  aled m a i n t a i n -  

i n g  r e f r i g e r a t i o n  u n t i l  d e l i v e r y  t o  the c a n n e r y .  Condemned shaimp had 

to  be d e s t r o y e d  or d e n a t u r e d .  F i s h i n g  boats and other c o n v e y a q c e s  

f u r n f s h i n g  s e a f o o d  to the c a n n e r i e s  had t o  be c l e a n  and s a n i t a a y ,  and 

a l s o  had t o  be t h o r o u g h l y  c l e a n s e d  a f t e r  u n l o a d i n g .  Such  c o n v e y a n c e s  

and b o a t s  were  e x p e c t e d  t o  a c c e p t  o n l y  s e a f o o d  i n  g w d  c o n d i t i q n  and 

m a i n t a i n  th is  u n t i l  d e l i v e r y .  Adequa te  l i g h t i n g  was r e q u i r e d  Uo p e ~ m i t  

i n s p e c t o r s  t o  p e r f o r m  their d u t i e s  and a l s o  t o  p e r m i t  e m p l o y e e s  to  f u n c t i o n  

p r o p e r l y .  S a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  o n  u n l o a d i n g  p l a t f o r m  and i n  otlher p a r t s  

o f  the p l a n t s  had t o  be m a i n t a i n e d .  T h e  s e a f o o d  was r e q u i r e d  t b  be handled 

e x p e d i t i o u s l y  t h r o u g h o u t  the p r o c e s s .  A l l  employees  h a n d l i n g  spa food  were  

r e q u i r e d  t o  wash their Kands a f t e r  e a c h  a b s e n c e  f rom d u t y  and p r a c t i c e  

c l e a n  h a b i t s .  Packers  were  f o r b i d d e n  to  k n o w i n g l y  employ  anyone  i n  t h e  

c a n n e r i e s  a f f l i c t e d  w i t h  i n f e c t i o u s  or c o n t a g i o u s  d i s e a s e s ,  etc. A l l  

c o n t a i n e r s  o f  the f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  to  be marked w i t h  code-  

marks showing a t  l e a s t  the d a t e  o f  pack  and other i n f o r m a t i o n .  A f t e r  

b e i n g  p laced  i n  c o n t a i n e r s ,  the p r o d u c t  was r e q u i r e d  t o  be proc&ssed i n  

accordance  w i t h  d e f i n i t e  p r o c e s s e s  a s  set f o r t h  i n  the r e g u l a t i Q n s .  

A f t e r  b e i n g  packed and p r o c e s s e d ,  l a b e l s  used  had t o  be pr tev ious ly  

approved b y  FDA. A t  f i r s t  l a b e l s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e a r  the l e g e n d ,  

" P r o d u c t i o n  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  the U.S. Food & Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n " .  Some 

y e a r s  l a t e r ,  the use o f  the l e g e n d  was  made v o l u n t a r y  since some p a c k e r s  

wished to m a r k e t  canned p r o d u c t s  packed b y  u n i n s p e c t e d  p a c k e r s  4 s  w e l l  a s  

their own under  the same brand .  

0 
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In a d d i t i o n  t o  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  o n l y  f r e s h  sound s h r i m p  packed under 

s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  and adequate ly  p r o c e s s e d ,  t h e  product  was r e q u i r e d  t o  

meet  a l l  o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  the r e g u l a t i o n s  and t h e  FDC A c t .  I n s p e c t o r s  

were provided w i t h  b a l a n c e s  t o  check the net c o n t e n t s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  a f t e r  

c a n s  were f i l l e d  and b e f o r e  t h e y  were capped. Any l o t  t h a t  was s h o r t  o f  

the requ ired  we igh t  had t o  b e  l a b e l e d  " s l a c k  f i l l e d "  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  t h e  

c o r r e c t  net we igh t  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  lo t .  T h i s  happened o n l y  i n f r e q u e n t l y  

since the s i t u a t i o n  cou ld  o f t e n  be c o r r e c t e d  b e f o r e  can l i d s  were a p p l i e d .  

S i z e s  o f  shr imp were  checked to  p r e v e n t  any misbranding  i n  that r e s p e c t .  

I f  e x c e s s  amounts o f  broken shrimp were b e i n g  packed,  this was n o t e d  and 

when shrimp were l a b e l e d ,  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  l a b e l  s t a t e m e n t  was r e q u i r e d .  

A f t e r  shr imp were canned,  t h e y  were u s u a l l y  s t o r e d  u n l a b e l e d  i n  the cannery  

wareRouse o r  i n  a commercial warehouse.  Somet imes ,  t h e y  were  s o l d  t o  other 

canner ies .  I f  un labe led  shr imp were s t o r e d  i n  other t h a n  the cannery  where 

packed,  a  warehouse permi t  was i s s u e d .  A f t e r  the shrimp were Labe led ,  it 

was r e q u i r e d  t h a t  an  i n s p e c t o r  check the record to  i n s u r e  t h a t  an  approved 

l a b e l  was used and t h a t  s u c h  l a b e l  c o r r e c t l y  d e s c r i b e d  the shr imp i n  the 

c a n s .  The i n s p e c t o r  then i s s u e d  a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  i n s p e c t i o n .  

A short t i m e  a f t e r  the f i r s t  d r a f t  o f  the r e g u l a t i o n s ,  C. W .  Crawford 

met  w i t h  t h e  packers  a t  New Or leans .  A l l  packers  were  i n v i t e d ,  and the 

m e e t i n g  was w e l l  a t t e n d e d .  A  f u l l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the r e g u l a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d ,  

and M r .  Crawford answered any q u e s t i o n s  p u t  t o  him. 

A t  f i r s t  o n l y  a  few a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  were  r e c e i v e d .  Three  

c a n n e r i e s  i n  B i l o x i  s t a r t e d  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  the b e g i n n i n g  o f  the season .  

However, because  o f  the s a l e s  advantage these f i r m s  e n j o y e d  from i n s p e c t i o n ,  
~

other a p p l i c a t i o n s  soon fo l lowed  and a t o t a l  o f  22 f i r m s  o p e r a t e d  under 

i n s p e c t i o n  t h a t  season .  P l a n t s  were  l o c a t e d  i n  Georg ia ,  Alabama, Lou is iana  

and Texas .  A  t o t a l  of 306,854 s tandard  c a s e s  o f  s h r i m p  w e r e  packed.  

In o r d e r  not to  burden New Or leans  S t a t i o n  w i t h  the o r g a n i a a t i o n  and 

s e t t i n g  up  o f  i n s p e c t i o n ,  FDA ass igned  Malcolm R. S t e p h e n s  from Minneapol i s  

S t a t i o n  to  t a k e  the t a s k  w i t h  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  members o f  the New Or leans  

S t a t i o n .  Lawrence W .  S t r a s b u r g e r ,  a Washington b a c t e r i o l o g i s t ,  w i t h  much 

e x p e r i e n c e  on canned shr imp,  was a s s i g n e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  deve lopment  o f  
. 

o f  t e c h n i c a l  s u p e r v i s i o n .  

i 
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The f i r s t  i n s p e c t o r s  appo in ted  were  g i v e n  s i x  weeks  t emporary  

appo in tmen t s  since there was n o  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  t h e  service would l a s t .  

S i n c e  i t  l a t e r  d e v e l o p e d  t h a t  the service was not t e m p o r a r y ,  the 

appo in tmen t s  were  e x t e n d e d  and made permanent.  S i n c e  a t  f i r s t  t h e  i n i t i a l  

i n s p e c t i o n  p e r i o d  p a i d  f o r  b y  the p a c k e r s  was n i n e  m o n t h s ,  i n s p e c t o r s  

were  s u b j e c t  to  f u r l o u g h  d u r i n g  t h e  non-packing s e a s o n .  F e e s  f o r  e x t e n 

s i o n  o f  service beyond nine months a s  w e l l  a s  a d d i t i o n a l  f e e s  f o r  the 

amount packed were  a l s o  r e q u i r e d .  In o r d e r  n o t  t o  work a h a r d s h i p  on 

s m a l l  p a c k e r s ,  Congress  i n  1935 passed a n  annual $40,000 a p p r o n r i a t i o n  

t o  h e l p  d e f r a y  the cost o f  the service. T h i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  wag renewed 

f o r  s e v e r a l  s u c c e e d i n g  y e a r s .  As t ime  w e n t  on, f u r l o u g h s  were  d i s c o n t i n u e d  

and i n s p e c t o r s  w i t h  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  chemists were  a s s i g n e d  t a  v a r i o u s  

s t a t i b n s .  Others were  g i v e n  r e g u l a t o r y  Food & Drug i n s p e c t i o n  d u t i e s ,  etc. 

a t  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s .  A l s o ,  some p a c k e r s  e x t e n d e d  their p a c k i n g  swson and 

some years  l a t e r ,  o y s t e r  i n s p e c t i o n  was i n a u g u r a t e d  w h i c h  h e l p &  the 

s i t u a t i o n .  -
I n  the e a r l y  g e a r s  o f  i n s p e c t i o n ,  i t  was r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  t o  r e c r u i t  

h i g h l y  q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e .  The  d e p r e s s i o n  was s t i l l  on and many h e n  w i t h  

d e g r e e s  i n  c h e m i s t r y  and other sciences were  a v a i l a b l e .  A number even 

had P h D ' s  i n  C h e m i s t r y .  A l l  this proved v a l u a b l e .  Soon the i n $ p e c t i o n  

service became a r e c r u i t i n g  pool  f o r  c h e m i s t s ,  Food & Drug I n s p e c t o r s ,  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e m p l o y e e s ,  etc.. 

Many former  s e a f o o d  i n s p e c t o r s  rose to  prominent  r e g u l a t o r y  p o s i t i o n s  

a s  the y e a r s  p a s s e d .  A l l  this added t o  the burden  a t  New Orleans o f  

s e c u r i n g  r e p l a c e m e n t s .  During World War 11, b e c a u s e  o f  the s c a a c i t y  o f  

men a s  w e l l  q u a l i f i e d ,  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  had t o  be l o w e r e d .  AppQintments  

i n  a l l  b r a n c h e s  o f  service had t o  be War S e r v i c e .  Those  who remained 

a f t e r  the war had to  either q u a l i f y  for permanent a p p o i n t m e n t  or lose 

their p s i  tions. 
The e x t e n s i v e  changes  r e q u i r e d  i n  equ ipment  and o p e r a t i o n s  a t  the 

t i m e  i n s p e c t i o n  began  i n d i c a t e  c l e a r l y  the r e a s o n  why s u c h  a volume o f  

r e g u l a t o r y  o p e r a t i o n  on canned s h r i m p  was n e c e s s a r y  i n  the p a s t .  I n s p e c t o r s  

expressed  g r e a t  p r i d e  i n  the better c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l i n g  i n  i n s p e c t e d  
. 

p l a n t s .  

5 
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During t h e  e a r l y  days  o f  i n s p e c t i o n ,  many problems a r o s e  and many 

arguments w i t h  packers  r e s u l t e d .  Some thought  the r e g u l a t i o n s  and e n f o r c e -  

ment were t o o  s t r i c t .  Regu la tory  work con t inued  s i n c e  some packers  n o t  

under inspection con t inued  to  pack a n  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  p r o d u c t .  G r a d u a l l y ,  

t h e  number of  packers  t a k i n g  i n s p e c t i o n  i n c r e a s e d .  A f t e r  approx imate ly  

a year ,  M r .  W a l t e r  Campbell ,  C h i e f  o f  the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  dec ided  t h a t  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  and s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  this service should be p laced  o n  the two 

s t a t i o n s ,  namely ,  New Or leans  and A t l a n t a .  M r .  S t e p h e n s  was appoin ted  

C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  a t  New Or leans  to  r e p l a c e  George H .  E i g e n b e r g e t ,  who had 

r e t i r e d  because  o f  bad h e a l t h .  In the New O r l e a n s  a r e a ,  M r .  L. W .  S t r a s 

burger  became C h i e f  S u p e r v i s o r  and was a s s i s t e d  b y  other s u p e r v i s o r s .  A t  

f i rs t  two  a s s i s t a n t  s u p e r v i s o r s  were  needed a t  New O r l e a n s ,  b u t  a s  the. 
pack i n c r e a s e d ,  three were needed f o r  some years .  O n e  was s t a e i o n e d  a t  

B i l o x i ,  one a t  New O r l e a n s ,  and a n o t h e r  covered the Houma a r e a .  

A s u p e r v i s o r  from the New O r l e a n s  S t a t i o n  was sent t o  c o v e r  p l a n t s  

i n  the A t l a n t a  a r e a .  H e  was l a t e r  fo l lowed  b y  s u c h  s u p e r v i s o r y  inspectors 

a s  A. E .  R a y f i e l d ,  S h e l b y  Grey ,  E r n e s t  A d e r h o l d t .  A t  New O r l e a n s ,  

i n s p e c t o r s  who l a t e r  s e r v e d  as s u p e r v i s o r s  were Sam O g e l s b y ,  Walter 

McRae, K e n n e t h  McClure, S h e l b y  Grey ,  Ernest A d e r h o l d t ,  H .  L .  Allen,  

Corwin L. Knowles,  LaVega S h e l t o n  ( a l s o  p a r t - t i m e  a s  b a c t e r i o l q i s t  

d u r i n g  s l a c k  s e a s o n ) .  In l a t e r  y e a r s  o t h e r s  were  Ange lo  Malone, John 

Graham and Hershel Howell. 

S t r a s b u r g e r  and Knowles r e s i g n e d  i n  1945 and the d u t i e s  o f  the c h i e f  

s u p e r v i s o r  were added to  those o f  the C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  Bryan L. Eggerton 

who had had,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  r e g u l a t o r y  work on shr imp,  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a 

temporary p l a n t  inspector d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  i n  the e a r l y  d a y s  when the s e r v i c e  

was short -handed.  H e  had a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the t r a i n i n g  proprams f o r  

newly  appoin ted  s e a f o o d  i n s p e c t o r s .  

A f t e r  a short t i m e ,  a f u l l y  equipped b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l  l a b o r a t o r y  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  New Or leans  i n  which a l l  samples  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  c h e c k i n g  

the s t e r i l i t y  o f  the canned produc t  were  exainined. T h i s  r e l i e v e d  the 

b a c t e r i o l o g y  l a b o r a t o r y  i n  Washington o f  a l a r g e  amount o f  r o u t d n e  work 
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w h i c h  it had done i n  the v e r y  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  i n s p e c t i o n .  Walker  L o v i n g ,  

a b a c t e r i o l o g i s t  who had had some s e a f o o d  i n s p e c t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  was 

a s s i g n e d  t o  this t a s k .  A t  t i m e s  others a s s i s t e d  h im.  When he t r a n s f e r r e d ,  

o t h e r s  s u c h  a s  T r a v i s  Love ,  LaVega S h e l t o n ,  succeeded  h im.  A l s o  a b o u t  

t h e  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 ' s ,  a r e g u l a t o r y  c h e m i s t  w i t h  b a c t e r i o l o g y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  

James Hyndman, was a s s i g n e d  t o  the l a b o r a t o r y  since much r e g u l a t o r y  work 

s u c h  a s  t h a t  on f r e s h  crabmeat r e s u l t e d  i n  a h e a v y  workload f o r  t h a t  

purpose .  T h i s  l a b o r a t o r y  was m a i n t a i n e d  u n t i l  a f e w  y e a r s  a g o  when it was 

d i s c o n t i n u e d  and b a c t e r i o l o g y  work c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  the D a l l a s  District. 

In the 1936-37 f i s c a l  y e a r ,  c a n n e r i e s  t a k i n g  i n s p e c t i o n  t o t a l e d  5 0  

w i t h  a pack o f  887,567 s t a n d a r d  c a s e s  o f  48 c a n s  e a c h .  The  n e x t  y e a r ,  

51 c a n n e r i e s  packed 1,187,421 c a s e s .  1938-39 was a l s o  a bannea y e a r ,  . 
41 packers  - 1,085,289 c a s e s .  

While some o f  the f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s  y i e l d e d  f a i r l y  good paclas, 

t h e r e  was a gradual  d e c r e a s e  i n  the s i z e  o f  p a c k s  d u r i n g  the 1 9 4 0 ' s .  T h i s  

was p a r t l y  due  to  less packers  t a k i n g  the service, b u t  a l s o  in f l luencnd  

g r e a t l y  b y  the growing pack o f  non-canned p r o d u c t  s u c h  a s  f rozan , raw,  

h e a d l e s s .  

In 1951-52 inspection was e x t e n d e d  t o  s h r i m p  other t h a n  calnned, 

packed i n  p l a n t s  wh ich  had c a n e d  s h r i m p  i n s p e c t i o n  service. m a t  y e a r  

31,323 lbs. were  so packed.  

In 1952-53 service was o f f e r e d  t o  p l a n t s  who packed o n l y  sPrimp 

other t h a n  canned ,  b u t  there was l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  the service. 

A l t h o u g h  r e g u l a t i o n s  were  prepared f o r  this service, o n l y  one f i r m ,  the 

J e k y l l  I s l a n d  Pack ing  Co., Brunswick ,  Ga., w h i c h  packed p r i n c i p a l l y  frozen 

and breaded s h r i m p ,  o p e r a t e d  under  the service f o r  a f e w  months  d u r i n g  t h a t  

year .  A s u p e r v i s o r ,  Ange lo  Malone,  was t r a n s f e r r e d  there t o  serve a s  

p l a n t  i n s p e c t o r .  
A t  f i r s t ,  i n s p e c t i o n  was l i m i t e d  t o  canned s h r i m p  since the b i g  

-
problem appeared to be w i t h  shr imp .  However, the s e a f o o d  amendrhent 

prov ided  t h a t  i n s p e c t i o n  c o u l d  be g i v e n  to  a n y  s e a f o o d .  During t h e  e a r l y  

d a y s  o f  the i n s p e c t i o n ,  there e x i s t e d  some interest on the p a r t  o f  salmon 

p a c k e r s ,  and the A d m i n i s t n a t i o n  wen t  so f a r  a s  to  h o l d  a m e e t i n g  w i t h  the 
.~.. 

p a c k e r s  t o  d i s c u s s  r e g u l a t i o n s .  However, i n s p e c t i o n  i n  this a r e a  never 
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n n t e r i a l i z e d .  In the f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s ,  the New O r l e a n s  S t a t i o n  began to 

d i r e c t  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  to the p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  decomposed canned o y s t e r s  were  

b e i n g  packed.  Most o f  the canned o y s t e r s  were  packed i n  the pl iants  a l s o  

pack ing  canned s h r i m p ,  a l t h o u g h  p a r t s  o f  the p l a n t  and equ ipment  were  

used  o n l y  f o r  o y s t e r s .  Exper imen ta l  p a c k s  d e v e l o p e d  me thods  f a r  the 

d e t e c t i o n  o f  d e c o m p o s i t i o n  a s  had been i n  the case o f  s h r i m p .  d f t e r  

r e g u l a t o r y  work on canned o y s t e r s  became r o u t i n e  and a number Of s e i z u r e s  

made, some interest then was shown b y  p a c k e r s  i n  s e c u r i n g  o y s t e e .  inspection. 

R e g u l a t i o n s  were  drawn u p  i n  1943  and o y s t e r  i n s p e c t i o n  service i n a u g u r a t e d  

January  4 ,  1944.  T h i s  was f o r t u n a t e  since o y s t e r s  were  packed d u r i n g  the 

months  when there was l i t t l e  or no s h r i m p  c a n n i n g .  Of  course, @any c h a n g e s  

i n  equipment  used s o l e l y  i n  o y s t e r  c a n n i n g  had to  be made, but since m o s t  

p l a n t s  a l r e a d y  had s h r i m p  inspection, this was not a d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .  B e f o r e  

inspection, the raw shell o y s t e r s  were  not washed b e f o r e  s t eami f lg .  Most 

o y s t e r s  came from muddy b o t t o m s  and were  q u i t e  muddy when t h e y  g r r i v e d  

a t  the p l a n t s .  The  c a n n e r s ,  w i t h  s u g g e s t i o n s  from FDA, c a n  companies ,  

etc., deve loped  a s q u i r r e l  c a g e  t y p e  o f  washer  w h i c h  d i d  a r a t h e r  good 

j o b  o f  c l e a n i n g  the o y s t e r s .  

Of c o u r s e ,  i n i t i a l  inspection l i ke  s h r i m p  inspection was on the b o a t  

or other conveyance  b e f o r e  un load ing .  However, a f t e r  w a s h i n g ,  he o y s t e r s  

t r a v e l e d  over a n  i n s p e c t i o n  belt which  e n a b l e d  the inspector t o  judge  

w h e t h e r  t h e y  were  f i t  and a l s o  a l lowed  f o r  a s o r t i n g  b y  t r a i n e d  p l a n t  

p e r s o n n e l .  I t  was f i r s t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  o y s t e r s  w h i c h  were  g a p e r s  ( s h e l l s  

p a r t l y  open)  were  a means o f  judg ing  a l o a d .  I t  was r e q u i r e d  t Q e y  be 

removed on the s o r t i n g  belt. F u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  p a r t l y  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  

c o m p l a i n t s  from some p a c k e r s ,  caused a s t u d y  t o  be made. I t  was found that 

a l l  g a p e r s  were  not decomposed and t h a t  some o y s t e r s  w i t h  c l o s e d  shells 

were  decomposed. 

W h i l e  i n s p e c t o r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  excessive g a p e r s  a s  a s i g n  

o f  bad l o a d s ,  a s y s t e m  was  set u p  where  p l a n t s  were  r e q u i r e d  to f u r n i s h  

personne l  t o  open o y s t e r s  f o r  p e r i o d i c  e x a m i n a t i o n  b y  inspectors to  i n s u r e  

a better s y s t e m  o f  judgement .  Condemned o y s t e r s  were  not r e q u i r e d  to be 

d e s t r o y e d ,  b u t  a l lowed  to be r e t u r n e d  f o r  r e - b e d d i n g  where n a t u r e  e v e n t u a l l y  

remedied the s i t u a t i o n .  
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During tne first s e a s o n  o f  o y s t e r  i n s p e c t i o n ,  30,476 crs rs  of 4P si:.; 

each  were packed b y  7 p l a n t s .  The l a r g e s t  pack was i n  1952 when 1 2  p l a n t s  

packed 114,792 c a s e s .  U n l i k e  canned s h r i m p ,  the s i z e  o f  t h e  o y s t e r  pack 

was r e l a t i v e l y  good f o r  mos t  seasons .  Only  d u r i n g  the l a s t  two y e a r s  o f  

the service d i d  it f a l l  below 30,000 c a s e s .  T h a t  is easily a t t r i b u t e d  t o  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  1956 o n l y  7 packers  a p p l i e d  f o r  a l l  forms o f  i n s p e c t i o n  

and probably  a l l  d i d  not c a n  o y s t e r s .  A l s o ,  i n s p e c t i o n  was wi thdrawn 

from two p l a n t s .  In 1957,  o n l y  two p l a n t s  t o o k  the service. $ i n c e  no 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  for i n s p e c t i o n  were  received f o r  the n e x t  s e a s o n ,  the 

i n s p e c t i o n  service was t e r m i n a t e d .  

W e  can  o n l y  s p e c u l a t e  why interest i n  c o n t i n u i n g  the service 

decreased u n t i l  it was t e r m i n a t e d ;  however ,  f o r  what it i s  w o r t h ,  the 

f o l l o w i n g  f a c t o r s  may h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d :  

(1) As economic c o n d i t i o n s  improved,  i t  became i n c r e a s i n g 1  y d i f f i c u l t  t o  

r e c r u i t  w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  personnel  t o  d o  a j o b  s u c h  a s  was r e q u i r e d  s u b j e c t  

t o  f r e q u e n t  t r a n s f e r s .  Somehow, th is  may have' had some i n f l u e a c e  on the 

packers '  f e e l i n g s .  -
( 2 )  L.  W .  S t r a s b u r g e r ,  who performed o u t s t a n d i n g  service i n  org tan i z ing ,  

s u p e r v i s i n g  and m a i n t a i n i n g  the s e r v i c e ,  r e s i g n e d  to  enter p r i v a t e  

e n t e r p r i s e  about  1945. H e  was strict b u t  e n j o y e d  the popularitry o f  both 

the packers  and the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  A f t e r  his f i r s t  v e n t u r e  wdth a f i r m  

who had d e v i s e d  a crabmeat p i c k i n g  machine f a i l e d  t o  b e  s a t i s f * c t o r y ,  he 

set up  an  i n s p e c t i o n  and c o n s u l t i n g  service for s e a f o o d .  T h i s  d i d  not 

involve the c o n t i n u o u s  presence  o f  an  i n s p e c t o r  b u t  he and others i n  h i s  

employ r e g u l a r l y  v i s i t e d  p l a n t s  under  his s u p e r v i s i o n .  Undoubtledly,  th is  

was popular  w i t h  the packers  because it cost less and since moslt f e l t  FDA 
. 

i n s p e c t i o n  was t o o  strict. They welcomed a service t h a t  d i d  nat have  

someone c o n t i n u o u s l y  l o o k i n g  over their s h o u l d e r s ,  etc. T h i s  d b e s  not 

mean any  c r i t i c i s m  o f  the FDA service. I t  had t o  be good or i t  w o u l d n ' t  

have  l a s t e d  a s  l o n g  a s  i t  d i d .  I t  i s  not known how many p l a n t s '  t o o k  

S t r a s b u r g e r ' s  service. A l s o ,  M r .  S t r a s b u r g e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  the pwckers a s  

an  e x p e r t  when t r o u b l e  w i t h  FDA o c c u r r e d .  In t i m e ,  he h a s  been r e c o g n i z e d  

i n  many o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  a s  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  man i n  his f i e l d .  



I n  a d d i t i o n ,  one or t w o  other i n d i v i d u a l s  t r i e d  t o  set u p  p r i v a t e  

service, b u t  were  not s u c c e s s f u l  or o f  l o n g  d u r a t i o n .  A f t e r  FDA inspection 

c e a s e d ,  a n o t h e r  Government agency  o f f e r e d  some form o f  service which may 

s t i l l  be i n  e x i s t e n c e .  I t  i s  not known how s u c c e s s f u i  or how many s u b s c r i b e d  

t o  i t .  O n e  o f  New O r l e a n s  former  s e a f o o d  i n s p e c t o r s ,  a b a c t e r i o l o g i s t ,  

T r a v i s  Love, was the l e a d i n g  l i g h t  i n  th is  endeavor  and a l s o  set u p  a 

r e s e a r c h  center o n  a l l  s e a f o o d  and f i s h  a t  Pascagou la ,  M i s s i s s i p p i .  

FDA S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t i o n  was indeed  w o r t h w h i l e  a l t h o u g h  i t  l a s t e d  o n l y  

23 y e a r s .  A c t u a l l y ,  2 3  y e a r s  e n a b l e d  FDA t o  w i t n e s s  much improvement .  

Cannes s h r i m p  and o y s t e r  p a c k i n g  was i n  d e p l o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n  before the 

service was i n a u g u r a t e d .  S a n i t a t i o n ,  the q u a l i t y  o f  r a w  material, p r o c e s s i n g ,  

a l l  advanced g r e a t l y  a s  a r e s u l t .  Most p a c k e r s  who dropped FDA service. 
c o n t i n u e d  to  o p e r a t e  i n  r e a s o n a b l e  compl iance .  Some employed 5ormer s e a -  

food i n s p e c t o r s  t o  a d v i s e  and r e n d e r  a d e g r e e  o f  s u p e r v i s o r y  c d n t r o l .  

Others, a s  s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  s u b s c r i b e d  to  a c o n s u l t a n t  service. 

S e a f o o d  came 4 y e a r s  b e f o r e  the enac tmen t  o f  the 1938 Food, D r y  and 

C o s m e t i c  A c t .  B e f o r e  t h a t ,  i n s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  c o u l d  not be a c t e d  

a g a i n s t  u n l e s s  f i l t h  or d e c o m p o s i t i o n  c o u l d  be demons t ra ted  i n  o f f i c i a l  

s a m p l e s . 
Sea food  i n s p e c t i o n  produced a l i b e r a l  number o f  r e g u l a t o r y  Food and 

Drug I n s p e c t o r s  and C h e m i s t s .  The  "know-how" t h a t  these i n s p e c t o r s  a c q u i r e d  

o n  s a n i t a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  and t k h n i q u e s  proved t o  be a v e r y  v a l u a b l e  a s s e t  

when the 1938 A c t  became e f f e c t i v e  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  and c h e c k i n g  i n s a n i t a r y  

p r a c t i c e s  i n  food e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  not o n l y  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  

b u t  a l s o  warehouses .  The  t e c h n i q u e s  a c q u i r e d  were  n o t  o n l y  u s e f u l  to  these 

i n s p e c t o r s ,  b u t  a l s o  those who never worked on s e a f o o d  i n s p e c t i o n s .  

V e r y  i m p o r t a n t  work was done  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  i n  

connection w i t h  f i l t h  and i n s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  warehouses  and f a c t o r i e s .  

In these e a r l y  o p e r a t i o n s  u n d e r  the 1938 A c t ,  f o rmer  sea foQd i n s p e c t o r s  

p layed  a l a r g e  role.  Dur ing  World War I I ,  numerous a c t i o n s  were  t a k e n  i n  

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  l a r g e  amounts  o f  food s t o r e d  u n d e r  r e p r e h e n s i b l e  i n s a n i t a r y  

and f i l t h y  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  New O r l e a n s .  The  w h o l e h e a r t e d  s u p p o r t  i n  this 

a work was r e c e i v e d  f rom the Food & Drug S e c t i o n  o f  the L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  Board - .
of  H e a l t h  and the C i t y  H e a l t h  Department .  C o o p e r a t i v e  i n s p e c t i o n s  were  
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made and many condemnat ions  were  made on the s p o t  b y  S t a t e  a u t m o r i t i e s ,  

t h u s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  prompt a c t i o n  and the need f o r  less Federa l  s e i z u r e s .  

N a t u r a l l y ,  warehousemen d i d  not l i k e  this a t  f i r s t  and c o m p l a i n t s  concern-

p u b l i c i t y  o f  the a c t i o n s  w e r e  received b y  the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  B o t h  

M r .  Forbes o f  the S t a t e  Food & Drug Section and the w r i t e r  w e r e  uphe ld  

b y  the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and so mst o f  the f i l t h y  f l o u r  and other p r o d u c t s  

w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  b y  the S t a t e  i n  a d d i t i o n  to Federa l  s e i z u r e s .  

Warehousemen soon r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i n s a n i t a r y  and poor constrhction 

c o n d i t i o n s  r e s u l t e d  i n  tremendous  losses, even i f  s u c h  e n f o r c e m e n t  had 

not occurred .  Improvements  i n  warehouse b u i l d i n g s  and better h a n d l i n g  o f  

s t o r e d  food began  i m m e d i a t e l y .  A f t e r  the heat d i e d  down, a number o f  

warehousemen were  q u i t e  compl imen tary  o f  our a c t i o n s  w h i c h  caused  t h e m  t o  

g r e a t l y  improve  c o n d i t i o n s  t h u s  r e d u c i n g  or e l i m i n a t i n g  losses qaused b y  

rodents, insects, etc. 

O f  c o u r s e ,  it i s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  this campaign d i d  not c o m p l $ t e l y  

remedy the c o n d i t i o n s ,  and the work c o n t i n u e d  i n  other a r e a s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  

to  warehouses and m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a n t s  and a s  i s  known, i s  still a l a r g e  

problem. 

Because o f  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a b a c t e r i o l o g y  l a b  a t  New Q r l e a n s  

for sea food  p u r p o s e s ,  this e n a b l e d  New O r l e a n s  to c o n d u c t  some V e r y  

s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and work on other p r o d u c t s  where  prompt 

b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n s u r e  se i l zure  

before goods a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d .  

W h i l e  many f o o d s  were  s u b j e c t e d  t o  this t y p e  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  work 

on crabmeat was the m o s t  i i & a n t .  When i n s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  Were n o t e d  

i n  the p l a n t s ,  s a m p l e s  f rom s h i p m e n t s  were  collected a t  t i m e  o f  s h i p m e n t .  

In this way, we often had r e s u l t s  from b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  i n  t i m e  

t o  seize the p r o d u c t  a t  d e s t i n a t i o n .  Of c o u r s e ,  before 1 9 3 8 ,  w i t h o u t  

l a b o r a t o r y  e x a m i n a t i o n s  showing c o n f i r m e d  r e s u l t s  on E .  coli, we were  

p o w e r l e s s  t o  t a k e  any a c t i o n  o n  crabmeat  even t h o u g h  s e r i o u s l y  v i o l a t i v e  

i n s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  were  found.  

A l though  some r e g r e t  e x i s t e d  and p r o b a b l y  still e x i s t s  t h a t  FDA 

s e a f o o d  i n s p e c t i o n  was d i s c o n t i n u e d ,  it marked a g r e a t  m i l e s t o n e  i n  the 

h i s t o r y  of  Food and Drug en forcemen t .  
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Prior to 1906 ,  b r a n c h  l a b o r a t o r i e s  o f  the Bureau o f  C h e m i s t r y  were i n  

o p e r a t i o n  a t  s i x  major  p o r t s  i n c l u d i n g  New O r l e a n s .  T h e i r  f u n c t i o n  was t o  

examine  i m p r t s  under  a March 1 ,  1889 l a w .  

W i t h  t h e  e n a c t n e n t  o f  the 1906 Food & Drug A c t ,  these f i e l d  l a b o r a t o r i e s  

i n c r e a s e d  i n  number u n t i l  i n  1909 ,  there were  1 9  spread  over the c o u n t r y .  I n  

1906 ,  Food and Drug I n s p e c t o r s  were  a p p o i n t e d  and a s s i g n e d  t h r o u g h o u t  the 

c o u n t r y .  Tney o p e r a t e d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  under  the supervision o f  a C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r ,  

W a l t e r  G.  Campbell .  

In 1914 ,  three i n s p e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  were  c r e a t e d  and both f i e l a  l a b o r a t o r i e s  

and i n s p e c t o r s  p laced  u n d e r  their s u p e r v i s i o n .  T h e s e  D i s t r i c t s  weSe the 

E a s t e r n ,  f i r s t  a t  W a s h i n g t o n ,  then m v e d  t o  New Y o r k ;  the C e n t r a l ,  a t  Chicago;  

and the P e s t e r n  a t  San  F r a n c i s c o .  

S i x  o f  the smaller l a b o r a t o r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  G a l v e s t o n  w e r e  d i s c o o t i n u e d .  

Labora tory  f u r n i t u r e  f rom G a l v e s t o n  was moved t o  New O r l e a n s  t o  expand f a c i l i t i e s  

here. The New O r l e a n s  l a b o r a t o r y , p r o b a b l y  a one room l a b  and o f f i a e ,  was 
moved from the t h i r d  f l o o r  o f  the Customhouse t o  the second ( b e f o r e  my t i m e ) .  

The  e n l a r g e d  q u a r t e r s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a l a r g e  o f f i c e ,  Room 225 ,  a l a r g e  l a b o r a t o r y  

room 226 ,  and a s m a l l e r  room 227 t h a t  s e m e d  a s  a s t o r e r m m .  Over the y e a r s ,  

o u r  s p a c e  expanded s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  s ize ,  and more a f t e r  my r e t i r e n l e n t .  

In 1 9 1 7 ,  Food and Drug I n s p e c t i o n  S t a t i o n s  were  c r e a t e d  i n  the three d i s t r i c t s  

f rom the former l a b o r a t o r i e s .  Boundary lines w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  pach and 

one man was p laced  i n  c h a r g e  o f  both l a b o r a t o r y  and i n s p e c t i o n  work i n  e a c h  

s t a t i o n  t e r r i t o r y .  A t  the t i m e  there were 17  s t a t i o n s .  One a t  Kanaas C i t y  

had no l a b o r a t o r y  u n t i l  1926 when N.E. Freeman, a chemist from New O r l e a n s  was 

a s s i g n e d  to  open i t .  

The  t e r r i t o r y  o f  the New O r l e a n s  S t a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  4 s t a t e s ,  T e x a s ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  

M i s s i s s i p p i  and Alabama. In May 1 9 2 9 ,  t h a t  p a r t  o f  West T e x a s  i n c l v d i n y  the 

Panhandle  w i t h  a l ine  s o u t h  f rom the E a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  the Panhandle ,  to the 

R i o  Grande was t r a n s f e r r e d  from New Orleans t o  Denver since i t  c o u l d  be more 

r e a d i l y  covered  from t h a t  s t a t i o n .  

A l a t e r  change was the t r a n s f e r  o f  three F l o r i d a  c o u n t i e s  i n  the Pensacola  

a r e a  t o  New O r l e a n s ,  f rom Savannah s t a t i o n .  When t h a t  s t a t i o n  was w v e d  to  

A t l a n t a  i n  1934,  these c o u n t i e s  were  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  A t l a n t a .  
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A t  some o f  the s t a t i o n s  there were  i n s p e c t o r s  s t a t i o n e d  a t  cities c t : ? ~  

t h a n  S t a t i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  New O r l e a n s  had one a t  Hous ton ,  T e x a s .  T h e  Houston 

p o s t  was d i s c o n t i n u e d  about 1928-29 b e c a u s e  t o t a l  number o f  i n s p e c t o r s  was s m a l l  

and this v e r y  e x p e r i e n c e d  man's services c o u l d  be more  e f f i c i e n t l y  u t i l i z e d  here. 

A l s o  b y  t h a t  t i m e ,  a Naval S t o r e s  inspector was l o c a t e d  a t  DeRidder ,  La., and 

was a b l e  t o  h a n d l e  a s s i g n m e n t s  i n  S o u t h  T e x a s  and S o u t h w e s t  L o u i s i a n a .  The  

Houston p o s t  was r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  a b o u t  1932  when the i n s p e c t o r  a t  DeRidder ,  who 

had ga ined  much e x p e r i e n c e  i n  F o o d  6 Drug work ,  was moved t o  Houston.  A l s o ,  a 

few y e a r s  l a t e r  a one man l a b o r a t o r y  was set u p  a t  Houston to  examine i m p o r t s  

e n t e r e d  t h r o u g h  T e x a s  p o r t s .  

A d d i t z o n a l  I n s p e c t i o n  p o s t s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  a t  D a l l a s ,  

Birmingham, and S h r e v e p o r t ,  La. They  w i l l  be d e s c r i b e d  u n d e r  S t a f a i n g .  

T h e  1927 r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  the Department  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  c r e a t d d  the Food, .. 
Drug, and I n s e c t i c i d e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( l a t e r  c a l l e d  the Food & Drug Y l d m i n i s t r a t i o n )  

I ts  mission was to enforce the F o o d  and Drug A c t ,  Naval S t o r e s  A c t ,  I n s e c t i c i d e  

and F u n g i c i d e  A c t ,  T h e  Tea A c t ,  C a u s t i c  P o i s o n  A c t ,  and the I m p o r t  &i lk  A c t .  

T h i s  change added 3 Naval S t o r e s  inspectors t o  N e w  O r l e a n s  s t a t l i o n .  They  

were  s t a t i o n e d  a t  Daphne, A la . ,  G u l f p o r t ,  M i s s . ,  and DeRidder ,  La. T h e i r  

pr imary  d u t i e s  were  to  grade  R o s i n ,  a service f e a t u r e ,  and d o  r e g u l g t o r y  work 

under  t h a t  law.  

Two o f  these w e r e ' n o t  f u l l y  o c c u p i e d  w i t h  Naval S t o r e s  d u t i e s  ai$d were g i v e n  

t r a i n i n g  a s  Food and Drug I n s p e c t o r s .  

T h e  n e x t  change t h a t  g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d  New O r l e a n s  was the e s t a b d i s h m e n t  o f  

Sea food  I n s p e c t i o n  Service i n  1934.  

In 1940 the Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the F e d e r a l  

S e c u r i t y  Agency. Enforcement  o f  the Naval S t o r e s  and I n s e c t i c i d e  a* F u n g i c i d e  
. .  

A c t s  remained i n  A g r i c u l t u r e .  0 
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T h e  b i g  change i n  F W  came i n  1948 w i t h  the a b o l i s h m e n t  o f  the three 

d i s t r i c t s .  T h e  s t a t i o n s  were  renamed Districts, and r e p o r t e d  d i r e c r  to  

Wash ing ton .  S t a t i o n  C h i e f s  were  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  District C h i e f s  a n d ,  i n  

January  1960 ,  a s  D i s t r i c t  Directors. T h e  same y e a r ,  D a l l a s  D i s t r i c t  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t r a n s f e r  of T e x a s  t o  the new d i s t r i c t .  



i 

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT 
 

PAQT I I .  STAFFING 

Compiled b u  
Ed.  .'~ , nC .  Bouurcaux 

When I r e p o r t e d  May 8 ,  1922 ,  the S t a t i o n  C h i e f  was Rober t  $. H o l l i n p 

head. O t h e r  personne l  were:  Hugh McComber, c h e m i s t ;  George H .  ~ A g e n b e r g e r  

( H o u s t o n ) ,  John Y .  Breckenr idge ,  Reg iona ld  S m i t h ,  I n s - ~ e c t o r s ;  Gladys  Hinshe l -  

wood (now B a r b i e r )  , Raoul N a v a i l l e ,  C l e r k s ;  Paul P a r r i n o ,  Laboratary  Helper .  

Hol l ingshead had succeeded Frank W. L i e p s n e r  who r e s i g n e d  t o  o p e r a t e  a 

p r i v a t e  l a b o r a t o r y .  C h a r l e s  W .  Crawford l a t e r  Commissioner and Fded E l l i o t  

a r e  known t o  h a v e  been c h e m i s t s  i n  New Or leans .  P r e v i o u s  i n s p e c t o r s  known 

t o  h a v e  been here were Hugh Hennessey l a t e r  a t  Minneapol i s  and W i l J i a m  

Har t igan  l a t e r  C h i e f  o f  Kansas C i t y  S t a t i o n .  A Miss Brooks ,  a c l e r k ,  r e s i g n e d  

s h o r t l y  before 1922.  Channing Harr i son  l a t e r  a C h i e f  a t  M i n n e a p o l f s  i s  

b e l i e v e d  to  h a v e  been a n  e a r l y  l a b o r a t o r y  c h i e f  a t  ~ e w  O r l e a n s . Ih this r e p o r t  

o n l y  k e y  personnel  e x c e p t  f o r  s p e c i a l  r e a s o n s  w i l l  be l i s t e d  a f t e r  1935 because  

the repo; t  would be too l e n g t h y  and because  names o f  many a r e  not a v a i l a b l e  to me. 

Hol l ingshead  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Washington e a r l y  i n  1923.  A l b e f t  L. Burns ,  

a Chemis t  from S t .  L o u i s  S t a t i o n ,  became C h i e f  a t  New O r l e a n s .  Burns became 

ill i n  September 1924 and d i e d  i n  l a t e  1925.  I had s e r v e d  a s  Act i*g C h k f  

d u r i n g  absence o f  S t a t i o n  C h i e f s  since somet ime i n  1922. When Buras became 

ill, I c a r r i e d  o u t  the d u t i e s  o f  Station C h i e f  and s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  h is  d e a t h .  

was d e s i g n a t e d  a s  A c t i n g  C h i e f .  I was p r o m t e d  t o  S t a t i o n  C h i e f  ifiSeptember 

1930.  U n t i l  January 1930,  my o f f i c i a l  t i t l e  was Chemist a t  variou.9 grades ,  

and t h a t  mnth  my o f f i c i a l  t i t l e  became A c t i n g  C h i e f .  

P r i o r  to  my appoin tment  a s - J u n i o r  chemist i n  1922 ,  I had be& employed 

a s  a Chemist  b y  Parke Davis  & Co., Detoit, Bogalusa Paper C o . ,  Bogallusa, La. 

and Pen ick  & Ford, Harvy,  La. A t  the t i m e  my appointment  was a p p r m e d ,  I was 

t e a c h i n g  science, mathemat ics -and  h i s t o r y  a t  J e n n i n g s ,  La. High SchDol. Frank 

W .  L i e p s n o r ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  Lou is iana  S e c t i o n ,  American Chemical Soci i ty  , sugges ted  

I a p p l y  f o r  the p o s i t i o n  w i t h  the Bureau o f  Chemis t .  

For l a c k  o f  a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m t i o n ,  some d a t e s  r e g a r d i n g  persohne l  w i l l  

be approximate .  
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Hugh McComber t r a n s f e r r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I r e p o r t e d .  Ra lph  L .  Horst a f i l l e d  the vacancu i n  J u l u  1922. H e  t r a n s f e r r e 2  t o  Chicago Octn,her that 

year ,  and back t o  New Or leans  i n  1925. Newel1 E .  Freeman r e p l a c e d  Hors t  

e a r l y  i n  1923 and t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Kansas C i t y  t o  open the l a b o r a t o r y  t h e r e  

i n  1926. He was l a t e r  moved t o  Chicago and l a t e r  back t o  New Or l eans ,  about  

1929. Maurice Harr i s ,  Chemis t ,  came to New Or leans  i n  1925. H e  fxansferred 

to  Nashington i n  1928 or 1929 t o  do r e s e a r c h .  Harr i s  r e s i g n e d  b u t  was re

i n s t a t e d  a t  Chicagc about  1932. A year  or t w o  l a t e r ,  he was moved t o  Houston 

t o  open a l abora to ry  f o r  the purpose o f  examining i m p o r t s  t h rouqh  Pexas p o r t s .  

The l abora to ry  was d i s con t i nued  about  1950. Harr i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  New Or leans  

and r e t i r e d  i n  1960. 

Horst Was t r a n s f e r r e d  to  New York e a r l y  1931 to  hand l e  impor t  work. 

Freeman renn ined  a t  New Or leans  un t i l  his t r a n s f e r  t o  A t l a n t a  i n  1935. 

Ernes t  C. Deal was t r a n s f e r r e d  a s  a Chemis t  a t  New Or l eans  from a n  

I n s p e c t o r  p o s i t i o n  i n  Chicago i n  1928. H e  proved t o  be one o f  the most  

v e r s a t i l e  c h e m i s t s  New Or leans  ever had.  N o t  o n l y  was he a n  e x p e r t  i n  the 

drug  f i e l d ,  b u t  he e x c e l l e d  i n  food c h e m i s t r y .  H i s  o r g a n o l e p t i c  a b i l i t y  was 

so good t h a t  i t  was a lmos t  uncanny. H e  cou ld  a l m o s t  p r e d i c t  the compos i t ion  

o f  a t a b l e  s y rup  b y  t a s t i n g .  H e  became a s u p e r v i s o r y  c h e m i s t  i n  later year s  

and f o r  a period served a s  a Food 6 Drug o f f i c e r .  

There were about  two other c h e m i s t  i n  the 1920 ' s  whose names a r e  not 

r e c a l l e d  who r e s i g n e d  a f t e r  s h o r t  p e r i o d s .  

To f i l l  vacancy c rea t ed  b y  Smith's r e s i g n a t i o n ,  Paul Pr i cke i i t  was appoin ted  

l a t e  1922 or e a r l y  1923,  remained about  three year s  and r e s i g n e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  

educa t i on .  Franc is  Usher succeeded h im,  b u t  r e s i g n e d  i n  1928 t o  sltudy medic ine .  

John L.  Ahern, an exper ienced  i n s p e c t o r  from ano the r  s t a t i o n  f i l l e d  t h e  Usher 

vacancy.  Ahern was moved t o  S t .  Lou i s  abou t  1932. Bryan L.  Eggerqon r ep laced  

Ahern b y  t r a n s f e r  from Chicago i n  1932. 

!Two o f  the three Naval S t o r e s  I n s p e c t o r s  a s s igned  to  New 0rl;eans i n  1927 

a f t e r  t r a i n i n g  were d o i n g  cons ide rab l e  food and d rug  i n s p e c t i o n  woztk. They were -
. . T 

George A. Berry and S idney  P i ckens .  Berry was s t a t i o n e d  a t  D e ~ i d d k  F ? . .  I:; !-03 

a t  Daphne, Alabama. Ber ry  was soon doing  more Food and Drug I n s p e c t i o n s  t han  
Naval Store Work. H e  was moved to  Houston t o  reopen  the r e s i d e n t  wst made 

vacan t  b y  t r a n s f e r  o f  Eigenberger  t o  New Or leans .  
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John Y. Breckenr idge  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  1936.  George 

Eigenberger  served a s  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  from the t i m e  o f  his t r a n s f e r  t o  New 

Or leans  u n t i l  his  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1935 because  o f  i ll  h e a l t h .  E igenberuer  was 

a v e r y  a b l e  i n s p e c t o r .  H e  d i d  not mind t r a v e l .  H i s  t r i p s  f r e q u e n t l y  l a s t e d  

over a month. H e  e x c e l l e d  i n  his a b i l i t y  to  t r a i n  others i n c l u d i n g  t r a i n i n g  

o f  S t a t e  and l o c a l  men. H e  f o s t e r e d  s t a t e  and l o c a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  wherever  h e  

t r a v e l e d .  As  a r e s u l t  o f  this many o f f i c i a l  samples  were  c o l l e c t e d  b y  co

o p e r a t i n g  i n s p e c t o r s  which would h a v e  been o t h e r w i s e  i m p o s s i b l e  w i t h  o u r  smal l  

s t a f f .  I l earned  a g r e a t  deal  a b o u t  i n s p e c t i o n  work w h i l e  t r a v e l i n g  w i t h  him 

d u r i n g  my f i r s t  year .  

M r .  Muriel  Gnagy t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  New Or leans  t o  f i l l  the tlorst vacany 

i n  1931. H e  was cons idered  o u r  f i r s t  C h i e f  Chemis t .  Our chemist s t a f f  was 

i n c r e a s e d  to  f i v e  a b o u t  1932 w i t h  the appoin tment  o f  S y l v a n  F a l c k  and H . S .  

H a l l e r .  Gnagy t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Los  A n g e l e s  i n  e a r l y  1935.  . 
C l e r i c a l  personnel reun ined  a t  a b o u t  three u n t i l  1934 when a 

clerk was added f o r  Seafood work. 

About June 1922,  Irma Delord was appoin ted  a s  a clerk b u t  r q s i g n e d  a 

short t i m e  l a t e r  a f t e r  marriage to Chemis t  Ralph Horst. O t h e r  c lez lks  i r r t h e  

per iod  1922-1934 were M r s .  E l s i e  Ward and Thelma Appe l .  M r s .  Ward r e t i r e d  i n  

l a t e  1 9 4 0 ' s  and Miss Appel r e s i g n e d  a b o u t  t h a t  time. 

Paul P a r r i n o ,  Laboratory  He lper ,  r e s i g n e d  l a t e  i n  1927 t o  s t u d y  m e d i c i n e .  

In a d d i t i o n  to  his d u t i e s  a s  h e l p e r ,  he d i d  some i m p o r t  work not r e p u i r i n g  

chemical  examinia tion. O l i v e r  W .  P h i l l i p s  r e p l a c e d  Parr ino .  H e  wap the senior 

s u b - p r o f e s s i o n a l  u n t i l  his r e t i r e n i e n t  i n  1962 w i t h  the t i t l e  o f  S t o t e k e e p e r ,  

C l e r k .  Emile  Davis ,  now Sample c u s t o d i a n ,  came t o  u s  i n  the m i d - f o r t i e s .  

Another o l d t i m e r  s t i l l  on d u t y  i s  L o u i s  Miles. B o t h  Davis  and Milee a r e  

e s p e c i a l l y  remembered because  of  good s e n s e o f  h u m r  and ever w i l l i h g n e s s  t o  

l e n d  a h e l p i n g  hand. 

A l i s t i n g  f o l l o w s  o f  those who s e r v e d  i n  k e y  p o s i t i o n s  a s  we11 a s  others 

who a r e  l i s t e d  because  o f  their v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  the o p e r a t i o n  o f  the 

District. 

CHIEF CLERKS ( l a t e r  other t i t l e s  s u c h  a s  ~ d m i n i s t r a t i v c i  A s s i B t a n t s )  

Gladys  H .  B a r b i e r ,  appo in ted  i n  1919 i n  e f f e c t  C h i e f  C l e r k  b e f o r e  1922. 

b u t  t i t l e  was not used u n t i l  1 9 3 0 ' s .  She  r e t i r e d  i n  1958.  

4 
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Clara Breaux, appointed a s  Seafood C l e r k  i n  1942. She late ir  t r a n s f e r r e d  
  

t o  R e p l a t o r y  Work, S e c r e t a r y  to  D i s t r i c t  Direcror, A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  
  

1958 until retirement a f t e r  1965. 
 

CHIEF INSPECTORS 
 

George H .  Eigenberqer - 1929-1935 
 

Malcolm S t ephens  - 2935-1938 (See  Seafood Repor t )  
  

George T .  Daughters - 1938-1942 
 

Ches t e r  T .  Hubble - 1942-1943 
 

E.R. Moberq - 1943-1944 
 

Bryan L. Eqqerton - A c t i n g  1944-1945 
 
C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  1945-1960 
 

CHIEF CHEMISTS 
 

Ralph L. Horst, A c t i n q  1926-1930 
 

M r .  Muriel Gnagy - 1931-1935 
 

Rap P r u i t t  - 1935-1938 
 

Raymond Vandeverr - 1938-1942 
 

D r .  Harley G .  Undemood - 1942-;944 
 

Ernes t  C. Deal - A c t i n q  1944-1950 
 

Reo E. .Dug5a.1 - 2950-1960 
 

Richard Huermann - 1960-1964 
 

Helen Barry - 1964-1971 
 

RESIDENT INSPECTORS 
 

Houston: 
 

George H .  Eiqenberqer  b e f o r e  1922-1929 
 

Georqe A .  Berry - about  1932-1941 
 

Weldon R. Durrenberger - about  1945-1953 
 

Wa l t e r  R. Moses - 1948-1960 
 

Eugene P .  Smi th  - 1960-? 
 

Dal las:  
  

Bryan L.  Eqgerton, F i r s t  r e s i d e n t  1936-1939 
 

Vaughn K e l l y  - 1939-about 1941 
 

Lorenzo Johnson - about  1941-1943 
 

W i l l i a m  L. P r i l l n n y e r  - 1943-1944 and 1952-1956 
 

Wilbert Breaux - 1944-1952 
 

Eugene Sp i vak  - 1956-1960 
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San Anton io:  
  

W l t e r  R .  Moses 1942-1945 ( P o s t  d i s c o n t i n u e d  19.1': 
0 
 
Birmingham, A la .  : 
 

W i l l i a m  L. P r i l l m y e r  - 1944-1946 
 

~ u c l i dT .  Gul ledge  - 1946-1958 
 

Harold D. Lee - 1958-1961 
 

Euc l id  T .  Gul ledge  - 1961-1971 
 

Gul ledge  submi t ted  t o  A t l a n t a  District a r a t h e r  comp le t e  h i s t o r y  a f  the 
 

Birmingham p o s t ,  copy i s  a t t a c h e d .  
  

Shrevepor t  - Boland B. Sheperd - Severa l  y ear s  i n  1 9 5 0 ' s .  Post d i s c o n t i n e d .  
  

Heavy l oad  o f  work a t  Da l la s  and Houston r e q u i r e d  a t  t i m e s  temporary 

ass ignment  a d d i t i o n a l  i n s p e c t o r s .  A l s o  f o r  s e v e r a l  y ear s  u n t i l  19k53, two 

i n s p e c t o r s  r e g u l a r l y  ass igned  a t  Houston. 

There were no Food and Drug O f f i c e r s ,  a s  s u c h ,  u n t i l  Moses deg igna t i on  

a s  A s s i s f a n t  C h i e f  i n  1945. From 1935 t o  1945,  the C h i e f  Chemis t  or C h i e f  

I n spec to r  and sometiires other exper ienced  personnel  a s s i s t e d  the S t a t i o n  

Ch ie f  when nece s sary  and Ac ted  a s  C h i e f  i n  his  absence .  Impor t  work f o r  m n y  

years  was a p a r t  o f  the l a b o r a t o r y  o p e r a t i o n s  under general  d i r e c t i o n  o f t h e  

S t a t i o n  C h i e f .  L a t e r  the A d n u n i s t r a t i v e  p a r t  o f  Import  o p e r a t i o n s  was 

handled b y  a Food and Drug O f f i c e r .  

FOOD AND DRUG OFFICERS 
 

Wa l t e r  R. Moses . (Assis tant  C h i e f )  1945-1948 
 

Reo E .  Duggan ( A s s i s t a n t  C h i e f )  1948-1950 
 

Ernes t  C. Deal ( A c t i n g )  1950-about 1953 
  

W i l l i a m  Rober t son  ( A c t i n g )  about  1953-1955 
 

W i l l i a m  K. Hays - about  1956-1969 
 

Donald Henson - about  1963-1966 
 

SUPERVISORY CHEMISTS 
 

E.C. 	 Deal - 1935 t o  a f t e r  1965 e x c e p t  1950-1953 when A c t i n g  
a s  Food & Drug O f f i c e r .  H e  ' r e t i r e d  because  o f  ill h e a l t h  

SUPERVISORY INSPECTORS 
 

W. K .  Hays - 1955-1956 (Approx inn te )  
  

Forrest A u l l  and Harold Lee - e x a c t  d a t e s  f o r  d u l l  not r e c a a l e d .  
  

Lee i s  known to have  been des igna t ed  1967 and A u l l  was paobably a a l r eady  per forming  this  d u t y .  They both l a t e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  and 

were r ep laced  b y  John Gomil la  and C larence  Loucks  who r e w i n e d  

un t i l  a f t e r  1965. 
% 

I
L . ~ ~.. 
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There  was r a p i d  growth i n  p e r s o n n e l  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1934 .  A Cenkra l  

D l S t r l c t  R o s z e r  Carred 1939 showed a toKal  o f  70.  T n e r e  were  10  cnenniscs,  

S, i n s p e c t o r s ,  8 c l e r k s ,  1 b a c t e r i o l o g i s t  ( a s s i m e d  t o  S e a f o o d ) ,  38 Sea food  

i n s p e c t o r s ,  and 3 m i s c e l l a n e o u s  ( l a b o r a t o r y  h e l p e r s ) .  Another roster either 

1940 or 1941,  showed t o t a l  o f  7 1 .  When I r e t i r e d  the t o t a l  was a b o u t  90 .  

WOMEN CHEMISTS 

Before World War 11, there were  n o  women c h e m i s t s  a t  New Orleans. 

There  m y  h a v e  b e e n  one or mre a t  New Y o r k  and S a n  F r a n c i s c o .  The  r e a s o n  

for this i s  n o t  c l e a r .  In the e a r l y  y e a r s ,  c h e m i s t s  w e r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  o p e r a t e  

a s  i n s p e c t o r s  on o c c a s i o n .  A l s o ,  not many women were  s e e k i n g  c a r e e r s  a s  

c h e m i s t s .  During the e a r l y  s e a f o o d  y e a r s ,  s e a f o o d  i n s p e c t o r s  s e r v e d  a s  a 

r e c r u i t i n g  pool f o r  chemists, i n s p e c t o r s  and b a c t e r i o l o g i s t s .  S h o n t l  y  b e f o r e  

the war it became n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  f i n d  w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  men on W e  chemist 

r e g i s t e r s .  More women w e r e  m a j o r i n g  i n  C h e m i s t r y .. 
Our f i r s t  woman chemist was Mary E l i s e  Warren,  a Dominican C o l l e g e  grad- 

u a t e .  Miss Warren was o u t s t a n d i n g .  

A f t e r  some e x p e r i e n c e ,  she was a s s i g n e d  t o  import d u t i e s  u n d e r  i m m e d i a t e  

s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  the C h i e f  Chemis t .  She not o n l y  proved  t h a t  she was a good 

c h e m i s t ,  b u t  denwnstr'ated a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a b i l i t y  a t  a t i m e  the S t a t l i o n  was 

swamped w i t h  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  importations b e c a u s e  o f  war -crea ted  w n d i t i o n s .  

Miss Warren r e s i g n e d  a f t e r  the war and moved away. Her a p p o i n t m e n t  was f o l l o w e d  

b y  Genevieve Modica and many other women. Another excellent woman phemist was 

Gladys  Meunier who r e s i g n e d  f o r  m a r r i a g e ,  b u t  l a t e r  was employed b y  L o u i s i a n a  

S t a t e  H e a l t h  Department and h a s  headed their Food and Drug l a b  f o r  M n y  y e a r s .  

Ano ther  o u t s t a n d i n g  woman c h e m i s t  who i s  s t i l l  w i t h  the A d m i n i $ t r a t i o n  i s  

Helen Barry ,  now i n  Washington.  S h e  p r o b a b l y  was the f i r s t  woman C b i e f  C h e m i s t  

a t  a n y  District. Her r e c o r d  i s  w e l l  kqown not o n l y  f o r  her a n a l y t i G a 1  a b i l i t y ,  

b u t  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  work.  

J e a n  A r n o u l t  Gau l ,  now a s u p e r v i s o r y  c h e m i s t ,  was c a l l e d  to  my a t t e n t i o n  

d u r i n g  her senior year  a t  Loyo la  b y  my son, a sophomore i n  chemistry, a s  b e i n g  

a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  s t u d e n t .  I c o n t a c t e d  her and she was a p p o i n t e d  a f t e a  g r a d u a t i o n  

i n  1955. H e r  r e c o r d  and a b i l i t y  a r e  w e l l  known. 

A t  the t i m e  o f  my r e t i r e m e n t ,  there w e r e  a t  l e a s t  seven women d h e m i s t s  a t  

New O r l e a n s  District. 
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a OTHER POSITIONS 

K e i t h  Liocard became Iiew Or leans  first Administrative C f f i c e r  &bout 195:. 
, 

When he t r a n s f e r r e d ,  he  was fo l lowed  b y  Paul 3 .  Dugas, t r a n s f e r r e d  from an 

impor t  i n s p e c t o r  pos i  tion. 

C.C. Freeman, t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  f irs t  m i c r o a n a l y s t ,  appoin ted  J u l y  1957,  

i s  s t i l l  w i t h  the District. His a p p o i n t m n t  proved ve ry  f o r t u n a t e .  H i s  

r ecord  o f  i n n o v a t i v e  accomplishments i n  d e v e l o . ~ i n g  and adap t i ng  new methodology , 
i n  this  work h a s  been o u t s t a n d i n g .  A book cou ld  be w r i t t e n  about  his accomp

l i s h m e n t s  i n  his f i e l d .  

BACTERIOLOGISTS 
b a c t e r i o l o g q  

Seafood i n s p e c t i o n  made it neces sary  t o  i n s t a l l  ah labora tory  f o r  t h i s  

work. Walker Loving and others from Seafood a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  th i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

The work was not r e s t r i c t e d  to  Seafood i n s p e c t i o n ,  b u t  we were ena4led  to  

accomplish a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  progress  i n  this f i e l d  on r e g u l a t o r y  p r o g r a m .  . 
James B .  Hyndnnn, K e n t  S m i t h  and others h e l d  p o s i t i o n s  a s  b a c d e r i o l o g i s t s ,  

b u t  were appointed a s  r e g u l a t o r y  employees.  To  me, it i s  sad t h a t  the 

b a c t e r i o l o g y  o p e r a t i o n s  have  been d i s con t i nued  here. W e  were the deader s  i n  

the f i e l d  o p e r a t i o n s  and a s  other d i s t r i c t s  moved to  new b u i l d i n g s ,  bac fp l ' io loqy  

l a b s  were set up. 

Be fo re  c l o s i n g ,  it i s  w e l l  t o  ment ion  others who had l o n g  and reward ing  

c a r e e r s  a t  New Orleans.  

John Weeks appoin ted  Seafood I n s p e c t o r  i n  1937 ,  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  the 

l a b o r a t o r y  a s  a chemist. H e  was o u t s t a n d i n g  i n  perseverance  and i+trumental 

work. H e  r e t i r e d  i n  1976. 

John Hurst  appoin ted  a s  a Seafood I n s p e c t o r .  He remained i n  t h i s  

p o s i t i o n  un t i l  end o f  service i n  1957 & r e t i r e d  a few years  l a t e r  a l f t er  

working a s  a r e g u l a t o r y  i n s p e c t o r .  

CLERKS 

P a t r i c i a  S t e g e r  - 1950-1976. V e r y  capable  and w e l l  l i k e d .  S e c r e t a r y  

to me and other Directors. A l s o  e x c e l l e n t  l e g a l  s e c r e t a r y .  

Ca the r ine  O ' B r i e n  ( K i t t i e )  appoin ted  1944,  r e t i r e d  1966. V e r y  e f f i c i e n t  

s t enographer  and l e g a l  s e c r e t a r y .  

Ca the r ine  ( K a t i e )  Gadmer was appoin ted  about  1939 ,  r e t i r e d  1969. She 

d i d  account ing  and other c l e r i c a l  work. 
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When I r e t i r e d  i n  1 9 6 5 ,  it was a f a r  c r y  f rom the 1 9 2 0 ' s  when o u r  

s t a f f  n e v e r  2xcefdid 1 2 .  S t a t i o n  chiefs i n  a d d i t i o i i  t o  t n e i r  d u t i z s  a s  

s u c h  e x e r c i s e d  i m m e d i a t e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o v e r  both l a b o r a t o r y  and i n s p e c t i o n  

o p e r a t i o n s .  Most o f  u s  a l s o  were  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  e x a m i n i a t i o o  o f  

some samples  p a r t i c u l a r l y  where  o r g a n o l e p t i c  tests were  made. Somet imes  

we d i d  i n s p e c t i o n a l  work. 

A l though  i t  h a s  not been p o s s i b l e  t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  who were  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  me from 1922 to 1965 ,  their c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to the work and their l o y a l t y  

to  me and their o v e r a l l  d e d i c a t i o n  i s  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  W i t h o u t  their 

c o o p e r a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  those l i s t e d ,  I am s u r e  the N e w  O r l e a n s  D i s t r i c t  

would not h a v e  a t t a i n e d  the d e g r e e  o f  s u c c e s s  it e n j o y e d .  

I am a l s o  g r a t e f u l  t o  a l l  the S t a t e  and l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  we woaked w i t h  

over the years .  My s p e c i a l  g r a t i t u d e  g o e s  o u t  t o  Eugene Holeman o f  

T e n n e s s e e  ( n o t  even a p a r t  o f  N e w  O r l e a n s  D i s t r i c t )  who j o i n e d  me An 

e s t a b l i s 2 n g  the G a t l i n b u r g  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  1956 .  Everyone  knows t h a t  it was 

s u c c e s s f u l  from the s t a r t  and h a s  become a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  p l a n n i n g  m a e t i n g ;  



NEW ORLEPLNS DISTRICT 

PART I I I .  NEW ORLEANS OPERATIONS 1922-1 930 

Compi led  b y  
Edwin C .  Boudreaux 

The re-port on New O r l e a n s  1922-1965 w i l l  b y  no means be a c o m p l e t e  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  events d u r i n g  the p e r i o d .  Much i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  not r e a d i l y  

a v a i l a b l e .  I f  it were ,  We  r e p o r t  would be too l e n g t h y .  

PLANNING 

T h e  p r o j e c t  s y s t e m  o f  p l a n n i n g  was d e v e l o p e d  p r i o r  t o  1 9 2 2 .  T h e s e  were  

prepared p r i n c i p a l l y  a t  c o n f e r e n c e s  i n  Wash ing ton  i n  which  the three D i s t r i c t s  

p a r t i c i p a t e d .  The  S t a t i o n s  used  them f o r  g e n e r a l  pu idance ,  b u t  a t  f i r s t  d i d  

not implement  them w i t h  w r i t t e n  p l a n s  o f  their own. 

The  S t a t i o n  depended g r e a t l y  on i t s  knowledge of the Food & Driug i n d u s t r y  

gained b y  f a c t o r y  inspections and other means. 

S t a t i o n s  were  a l s o  a s s i g n e d  genera l  s u r v e y s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  o r i Q i n  o f  p r o d u c t s .  

Some o f  these were  c a l l e d  commn food s u r v e y s  d u r i n g  wh ich  e a c h  station sampled 

a g i v e n  food.  O t h e r  s u r v e y s  were  more g e n e r a l  i n  t h a t  a l l  s t a t i o n s  sampled the 

produc t  s u c h  a s  ether. In some c a s e s  where  s e r i o u s  v i o l a t i o n s  w e r e  known t o  

exist ,  it was n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e v e l o p  procedures  and me thods  b e f o r e  eflfecti%e 

r e g u l a t o r y  work c o u l d  be under taken .  A s  f a r  a s  we w e r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  saw o y s t e r s  

and canned shr imp  were  e a r l y  examples .  When dangerous  p r o d u c t s  werE w i d e l y  

d i s t r i b u t e d  even i n  the e a r y  y e a r s ,  a l l  S t a t i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h p  work o f  

remov ing  them. Much dependence  was p laced  on a s s i s t a n c e  from c o o p e r a t i n g  a g e n c i e s .  

In l a t e r  y e a r s ,  p l a n n i n g  became more s p e c i f i c  and s t a t i o n s  began  to c o n m i t  

their own p l a n s  to w r i t i n g .  

During these e a r l y  y e a r s .  emphasis  was p l a c e d  on economic  violations i n  

the c a s e  o f  food. I n s p e c t o r s  c a r r i e d  G u r l e y  B a l a n c e s  and a t  t i m e s  f ,  b u l k y  

d e v i c e  t o  w e i g h t  l a r g e  packages .  - A s p e c i a l  G u r l e y  b a l a n c e  f o r  w e i g h i n g  number 

10 c a n s  and other packages  o f  e q u i v a l e n t  s i z e  was d e v e l o p e d  from s u $ g e s t i o n s  

b y  I n s p e c t o r  E igenberger .  T a b l e  s y r u p s  were  examined f o r  a d u l t e r a t f o n  and 
misbrand ing .  A couumn food s u r v e y  d u r i n g  the mid-1920's  i n v o l v e d  r @ a s t d  

c o f f e e .  S t r a n g e  a s  it may seem,  c o f f e e  p r i c e s  were  h i g h .  T h i s  cau$ed some -
r o a s t e r s  to use c h i c o r y ,  r o a s t e d  c e r e a l ,  and d r i e d  used  c o f f e e  grouads  w i t h o u t  

proper  l a b e l i n g  to  d i s c l o s e  the a d d i t i o n .  One hundred twelve s a m p l e s  were  

examined b y  New O r l e a n s  f rom C e n t r a l  D i s t r i c t  f i r m .  Many s e i z u r e s  r e s u l t e d .  I 
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In the New O r l e a n s  t e r r i t o r y ,  a p r e v a i l i n g  p r a c t i c e  was t o  ad@ w a t e r  

l u s ~ e l l yice) t o  shucked o y s t e r s  and sell them b y  c o u n t  i n s t e a d  of v o l u r e .  

New O r l e a n s  began work i n  1922 to  r e c t i f y  this p r a c t i c e .  In the f a l l  o f  1922,  

I examined a number o f  a u t h e n t i c  raw o y s t e r s ,  some from the p l a n t s  and o t h e r s  

from o y s t e r  b e d s .  

The  adu l  t e r a t i o n  was so g r o s s  t h a t  we d e c i d e d  f i e l d  examin ia t l lons  migh t  

c o r r e c t  i t  w i t h o u t  the need  f o r  l a b o r a t o r y  work.  

Beg inn ing  i n  January  1923 ,  I t r a v e l e d  w i t h  I n s p e c t o r  E i g e n b e r g e r  on visits 

to S h u c k i n g  p l a n t s  to observe their p r a c t i c e s  f i r s t  hand.  T h e s e  t r i p s  gave  me 

a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  see other s e a f o o d  p a c k i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  shrilmp and 

o y s t e r  canning.  

W e  l a t e r  v i s i t e d  i n t e r s t a t e  c o n s i g n e e s  a t  Mobile, Birmingham, Hous ton ,  and 

Beaumont t o  examine  r a w  o y s t e r  s h i p m e n t s .  I used  a s i m p l e  procedude  i n v o l v i n g  

measurements o f  t o t a l  contents o f  c a n s ,  measurement o f  the d r a i n e d  w a t e r  and . 
made a s i m p l e  c a l c u l a t i o n  to d e t e r m i n e  the amount o f  added w a t e r .  

P a c k e r s  were  c i t e d  to  h a a r i n g s  wh ich  r e s u l t e d  i n  r a t h e r  g e n e r a i  compl iance .  

In l a t e r  years  procedures  deve loped  b y  Bal  timre S t a t i o n s  were  u s e d  i n v o l v i n g  

chemica l  work on a u t h e n t i c  packs  made i n  the f a c t o r y  and on s a m p l e s  from.,shipments. 

A c t i o n  a g a i n s t  i n s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  food p l a n t s  was l i m i t e k i  since the 

1906 A c t  r e q u i r e d  proo f  o f  p r e s e n c e  o f  f i l t h  i n  the f i n i s h e d  a r t i c l e .  T h e r e  

were  no methods f o r  s m a l l  f i l t h  f ragment s  such a s  r o d e n t  h a i r s ,  and insect p a r t s  

u n t i l  the Wildman t r a p  f l a s k  method was d e v e l o p e d  i n  the 1 9 3 0 ' s .  

The  1906 l a w  r e q u i r e d  p r m f  o f  f raud before p r o s e c u t i o n  c o u l d  be b r o u g h t  

i n  the c a s e  o f  f a l s e  t h e r a p e u t i c  c l a i m s .  T h e r e f o r e  i n  the c a s e  o f  d r u g s ,  seizure 

was the a c t i o n  o f  choice. Through s u r v e y s  o f  w h o l e s a l e  d r u g  f i r m s ,  many mis-  

branded d r u g s  were sampled and s e i z e d .  A l i m i t e d  number o f  p r o s e c u t i o n s  were  

p o s s i b l e  where m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s  p r i o r  knowledge c o u l d  be proved t h r o u g h  p r e v i o u s  ~~. 
c i t a t i o n  or other means. 

O b j e c t i v e  s a m p l i n g  o f  a n e s t h e t i c  ether b y  a l l  S t a t i o n s  r e s u l t e g  i n  many 

seizures i n  1926-1929. V i o l a t i o n s  u s u a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i m p u r i t i e s  such a s  a l c o h o l ,  -

a l d e h y d e s  and p e r o x i d e .  A s u r v e y  the f o l l o w i n g  year  showed marked improvement s .  

-F l u i d  e x t r a c t  o f  g i n g e r  was used  e x t e n s i v e l y  a s  a b e v e r a g e  d u r i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n .  

In e a r l y  1930,  p a r a l y s i s  r e s u l t e d  from consumpt ion  o f  the e x t r a c t  i m d e  b y  a B o s t o n  

f i r m  who had no a l c o h o l  p e r m i t .  New O r l e a n s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a n a t i o n w i d e  h u n t  

w i t h  a s s i s t a n c e  from c o o p e r a t i n g  a g e n c i e s  to l o c a t e  and remove e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  
... . 

bottle. The m n u f a c u t r e r ' s  c h e m i s t  had come u p  w i t h  the i i i e a  o f  s u b s t i t u t i n g  

T r i - C r e s y l - p h o s p h a t e  i n  p a r t  or whole  f o r  the g i n g e r  i n g r e d i e n t .  

k . . 
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New OrIeans had no connnercial a p p l e  and p e x  p m d u c t l o r : .  .?b~e.: 1"-, 

we p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a n a t i o n w i d e  program to d e t e c t  e x c e s s i v e  r e s i d u e s  o f  l e a d  

a r s e n a t e  on these f r u i t s .  A few years  l a t e r  e x c e s s  r e s i d u e s  were  found o n  

cabbage and c e l e r y  grown i n  o u r  area .  S e i z u r e s  and m e e t i n g s  w i t h  growers 

r e s u l t e d  i n  d r a s t i c  s t r i p p i n g  o f  o u t e r  l e a v e s  o f  cabbage b e f o r e  sh ipment .  

I n  December 1929 and January 1930 ,  severe f r e e z e s  i n  the R i o  Grande 

V a l l e y  damged  much o f  the c i t r u s  f r u i t .  Drying o f  c i t r u s  from f r e e z i n g  does  

not t a k e  p l a c e  i m m e d i a t e l y .  During a b r i e f  i n t e r v a l  some m a r k e t i n 9  o f  f r u i t  

occurred b e f o r e  f r u i t  changes  i n  q u a l i t y  became e v i d e n t .  Such praGt ice  

r e s u l t e d  i n  f r u i t  becoming worthless a l t h o u g h  p r e s e n t i n g  a f a i r l y  4ormal 

appearance when it reached d e s t i n a t i o n .  Enforcement  to  be e f f e c t i t t e  had to 

be undertaken i m m e d i a t e l y .  New Or leans  Stat ion i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  wi t i j  v a r i o u s  

Texas  S t a t e  a g e n c i e s  t o o k  i m n e d i a t e  s t e p s  t o  control the s i t u a t i o n ,  I n s p e c t o r  

EigenbergEr was sent t o  the V a l l e y  to t a k e  charge  o f  the work.  H e  s p e n t  1 6  

d a y s  i n  the area  examining f r u i t  and i n s t r u c t i n g  the c o r p s  o f  c o o p q r a t i n g  s t a t e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  H e  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  growers and packers .  The free* ex tended  

over a n  area  o f  a b o u t  6 5  miles and a f f e c t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1800 growers.  The 

work con t inued  u n t i l  the l a s t  c a r  was o f f e r e d  f o r  sh ipment .  About  165 c a r s  

were  sampled w i t h  a number o f  seizures r e s u l t i n g .  The second day  a f t e r  the 

a r r i v a l  o f  o u r  i n s p e c t o r ,  a m e e t i n g  was arranged a t  which the p r o v i p i o n s  o f  

the Law was e x p l a i n e d  a s  w e l l  a s  the p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  the e g i s t i n g  

emergency. R e s u l t s  were g r a t i f y i n g  and h e a r t y  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  growebs was 

ex tended .  A l l  f r u i t  found f r o s t  damaged was v o l u n t a r i l y  wi thdrawn from t r a d e  

channe l s .  In c a s e s  where s a l v a g i n g  was i m p r a c t i c a l ,  f r u i t  was d e s t r o y e d .  A 

smal l  a m u n t  o f  s a l v a g i n g  was done b y  the one j u i c e  b o t t Z e r  i n  the e r e a .  O t h e r  

s a l v a g i n g  was done b y  removal o f  l i g h t  w e i g h t  f r u i t  a f t e r  d r y i n g  o f  damaged 

f r u i t  had occurred.  The  r e s u l t s  o f  this work w e r e  far - reach ing  a n d c o r d i a l  

c o o p e r a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  the growers.  A letter to  the New Orleans S t a t i o n  

from the Chamber o f  Commerce o f  one o f  the i m p o r t a n t  centers i n  the area  

expressed  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  a t  the outcome and a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  the decdded 

b e n e f i t s  to  a l l  concerned.  , . ~ ~ ,- . ~ .  

F a i r l y  l a r g e  amounts o f  b u t t e r  were packed i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  and Pexas.  T h i s  

o p e r a t i o n  began to d e c l i n e  i n  the 1 9 4 0 ' s  and b y  the 1 9 5 0 ' s  there wag a r a t h e r  

smal l  o p e r a t i o n .  F o r  l a c k  o f  f i l t h  methodology i n  the 1 9 2 0 ' s  o u r  m r k  on this 
. 
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produc t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  f a t  c o n t e n t  and net weigrht. Manu 

s e i z u r e s  r e s u l t e d .  In f u t u r e  y e a r s ,  becter methodology e n a b l e d  o l e t e c t l o n  

o f  s m a l l  s i z e  f i l t h  and u s e  o f  decomposed cream. A l s o  b v  the 1 9 3 0 ' s  j o i n t  

Federal  and S t a t e  e f f o r  on cream improved the a u a l i t y  o f  b u t t e r .  In the 

1 9 4 0 ' s ,  r e s e a r c h  b y  R.E. Duggan on i n d o l e  i n  b u t t e r  proved v a 1 u a b J e .  

C o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  was d e v o t e d  t o  animal  feed  d u r i n g  the 1 9 2 0 ' s .  A l s o  

Federal  p r o s e c u t i o n  was o f t e r  based  on s a m ~ l e s  c o l l e c t e d  and examined b y  

S t a t e  Feed Control a g e n c i e s .  About  1927-28, we embarked on a n  i n t e n s i f i e d  

sampl ing  campaign on c o t t o n s e e d  meal and c o t t o n s e e d  c a k e .  Most o f  the 

sampl ing  o c c u r r e d  i n  T e x a s  a t  p o i n t s  o f  o r i g i n .  I n s p e c t o r  E i g e n b e r g e r  sampled 

c a r s  a f t e r  t h e y  w e r e  o f f e r e d  f o r  s h i p m e n t .  T o  s a v e  t i m e ,  s a m p l e s  were  p i c k e d  

u p  a t  e x p r e s s  o f f i c e s  and p o s t  o f f i c e s .  For a w h i l e  o u r  s m a l l  l a b o r a t o r y  

s t a f f  d i d  l i t t l e  else but  examine  these s a m p l e s  f o r  p r o t e i n ,  etc. Numerous 

seizures and some p r o s e c u t i o n s  r e s u l t e d .  

In e a r l y  1929  we r e c e i v e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  some v e r y  l o w  grade  g r e e n  

c o f f e e  was e x p e c t e d  to  enter the P o r t  o f  New O r l e a n s  f rom B r a z i l .  W e  in

c r e a s e d  our s a m p l i n g  t o  a s  many s u s p e c t e d  lots  a s  p o s s i b l e  r e s u l t i n g  i n  

m n y  d e t e n t i o n s  o f  c o f f e e  b e l o w  grade  9 .  Grade 8 was the l o w e s t  B e r m i e e d  

grade.  I m p o r t e r s  had already p a i d  f o r  the c o f f e e .  C l e a n i n g  to  remove de-  

composed beans  and other f o r e i g n  m a t e r i a l  was i m p r a c t i c a l  b e c a u s e  o f  cost. 

I m p o r t e r s  became q u i t e  d i s t u r b e d  a s  w e l l  a s  i n c e n s e d  a t  o u r  a c t i o n  and appea led  

to  Washington.  Dr. T a y l o r ,  ia c h a r g e  o f  i m p o r t  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

v i s i t e d  New O r l e a n s  and m e e t l n g s  were  h e l d  w i t h  the c o f f e e  i m p o r t e r s .  Upon 

r e t u r n  t o  Wash ing ton ,  a r e p o r t  was made to S e c r e t a r y  J a r d i n e .  The  S e c r e t a r y  

i s s u e d  the f o l l o w i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s :  

1 )  A l l  c o f f e e  a l r e a d y  under  d e t e n t i o n  c o u l d  be mixed w i t h  higher grade  

c o f f e e  t o  b r i n g  the r e s u l t i n g  m i x t u r e  t o  a t  l e a s t  grade  8 .  Any a f f e e  a l r e a d y  

e n r o u t e  m u l d  be so hand led  i f  d e t a i n e d .  V i o l a t i v e  c o f f e e  still i n  B r a z i l  

was to  be d e n i e d  th i s  p r i v i l e g e .  T h i s  a c t i o n  w h i l e  c a l m i n g  i m p o r t e r s ,  Was i n  

v i o l a t i o n  o f  a S e c t i o n  o f  the 1906 l a w  w h i c h  p r o h i b i t e d  the m i x i n g  o f  a v i o l a 

t ive  produc t  w i t h  a l e g a l  one to b r i n g  the r e s u l t a n t  m i x t u r e  t e c h n i c a l l y  in to  

compl iance .  Such  p r i v i l e g e  was never a g a i n  a c c o r d e d .  The  i r o n y  was t h a t  my 

w i f e ' s  maiden name was J a r d i n e ,  a n  uncormnon name. 

During this p e r i o d  much a t t e n t i o n  was g i v e n  t o  c a n d l i n g  o f  snell e g g s .  

A s  t i m e  wen t  b y ,  m o s t  s t a t e s  e f f e c t i v e l y  c o n t r o l l e d  t h i s p r ~ b l e m .  However, 
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much l a t e r  we were  i n v o l v e d  i n  the l a r a e  problem o f  i n c u b a t i o n  r e j d c t s .  

( T h i s  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  G u l l e d u e ' s  r e p o r t  t o  A t l a n t a  D i s t r i c t . )  

A l s o  i n  f u t u r e  y e a r s ,  b e g i n n i n g  a b o u t  the e a r l y  1 9 4 0 ' s ,  we were  t o  be 

g r e a t l y  o c c u p i e d  w i t h  a t t e n t i o n  to  d r i e d  and f r o z e n  e g g s .  World  W m  11 

b r o u g h t  a g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  this t y p e  p r o d u c t .  



New Orleans D i s t r i c t  

PART I I I .  OPERATIONS AT NEW ORLEANS 1930-1 940 

Compii ed by  

Edwim C .  Bourdreaux 

The per iod  1930-1940 was one o f  growth and change.  Our r e g u l a t o r y  s t a f f  

b y  1939 had n e a r l y  t r i p l e d  from that o f  10-12 d u r i n g  the 1 9 2 0 ' s .  There  was 

a l s o  the e f f ec t  o f  sea food  inspection a c t u a l l y  a t  t i m e s  f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s i n g  

personnel  a v a i l a b l e  for r e g u l a t o r y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  through  ass ignment  of sea food  

i n s p e c t o r s  a s  chemists and Food and Drug i n s p e c t o r s ,  d u r i n g  s l a c k  sea food  

packing.  The s e a f o o d  b a c t e r i o l o g i s t  f r e q u e n t l y  handled r e g u l a t o r y  gamples.  

The en larged  s t a f f  w i t h  improved t e c h n o l o g y  enab led  widen ing  ~e scope 

o f  o p e r a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n c r e a s i n g  the amount o f  work accompl i shed .  Exper

i m e n t a l  work i n v o l v i n g  a u t h e n t i c  packs  o f  canned shr imp produced e * p e r t i s e  

t h a t  made d e t e c t i o n  o f  u s e  o f  decomposed r a w  m a t e r i a l  p o s s i b l e .  Tne numerous 

s e i z u r e s  . 
t h a t  fo l lowed  l e d  t o  i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  Sea food  I n s p e c t i o n .  S i m i l a r  

work on canned o y s t e r s  l a t e r  r e s u l t e d  i n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  the service Uo t h a t  produc t .  

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a b a c t e r i o l o g y  l a b o r a t o r y  i n  1935 p r i m a r i l y  a e c a u s e  o f  

seafood i n s p e c t i o n  enab led  the f i r s t  p r o d u c t i v e  r e g u l a t o r y  work on f r e s h  crab-  

meat a s  w e l l  a s  some o t ' l e r  foods.  a 

Improved methodology made d e t e c t i o n  o f  smal l  p a r t i c l e d  o f  f i l t i h  s u c h  a s  

insect p a r t s  and r o d e n t  h a i r s  p o s s i b l e .  As  a r e s u l t ,  work on f i l t q y  foods  

g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d .  I n v o l v e d  were  s u c h  i t e m s  a s  f l o u r ,  other c e r e a l s ,  c o n f e c 

t i o n e r y  b u t t e r ,  etc. Numerous s e i z u r e s  r e s u l t e d .  

Most o f  the a c t i o n  on f l o u r  a t  f i r s t  occurred  i n  warehouses  add b a k e r i e s .  

A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e y  l e a r n e d  t o  improve  s t o r a g e  c o n d i t i o n s  and r o t a t e  s t o c k s  

more f requen t1  y . 
Under the 1906 Law, it was d i f f i c u l t  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  i r l s a n i t a r y  

c o n d i t i o n s  u n l e s s  f i l t h  c o u l d  be demonstrated i n  the f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t .  How

ever the f i n d i n g  o f  con f i rmed  E .  coli i n  combina t ion  w i t h  i n s a n i t a d y  c o n d i t i o n s  
on crabmeat 

p e r m i t t e d  r e g u l a t o r y  action,,since it i n d i c a t e d  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  w i t h  yuman or 

animal e x c r e t a .  The u s e  o f  b a c t e r i o l o g y  lab a t  New O r l e a n s  made friesh crab-

meat o p e r a t i o n s  f e a s i b l e .  In l a t e r  y e a r s ,  crabmeat work became mode e f f e c t i v e  

t h r u  sampl ing a t  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n  and r u s h i n g  samples  b y  c a r  to a walit ing 

b a c t e r i o l o g i s t .  Samples  had t o  be c o l l e c t e d  a f t e r  the crabmeat  was o f f e r e d  

f o r  shipment .  A l s o ,  the i n s p e c t o r  u s u a l l y  t o o k  some i n - p l a n t  samples  a s  

a a d d i t i o n a l  e v i d e n c e .  
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a %orK on p e s t i c i d e  r e s i d u e s  con'inued.  R e s i d u e s  n o s  t f r c q u e n t;;. 

encountered were s u c h  a s  a r s e n i c a l s  and nicotine. The  newer o n e s ,  s u c h  

a s  c h l o r i n a t e d  hydrocarbons,  etc., had not y e t  been deve loped  for this 

purpose.  

Campaigns a g a i n s t  f i l t h y  and decomposed cream w e r e  launched i n  an  

e f f o r t  to  c l e a n  up  b u t t e r  produc t ion .  S p e c i a l  s q u a d s  o f  Federad and 

S t a t e  i n s p e c t o r s ,  l e d  b y  W a l t e r  Greene o f  Wash ing ton  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  

v i s i t e d  farms,  c r e a m e r i e s ,  etc. The i n s p e c t o r s  l e a r n e d  t o  de tea t  decomposed 

cream b y  t a s t i n g .  They a l s o  examined cream f o r  f i l t h ,  u s i n g  a f i i e ld  

method t o  screen or f i l t e r  the cream on pads,  which  r e t a i n e d  f i L t h y  and . 
d i r t y  r e s i d u e s .  Of c o u r s e ,  the p r e s e n c e  o f  l a r g e  f i l t h ,  s u c h  a s  m i c e ,  

was u n p l e a s a n t  b u t  e a s i l y  seen. 

F i l t h y  or decomposed cream was either v o l u n t a r i l y  d e s t r o y e d  or cop

demned b y  S t a t e  i n s p e c t o r s .  D e s p i t e  these campaigns,  it was st i l l  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  examine i n t e r s t a t e  s h i p m e n t s  o f  b u t t e r ,  u s i n g  mold c o u n t s ,  

and the newer,  r e f i n e d  methods  f o r  f i l t h  f ragments  and r o d e n t  ha$r .  

L a t e r  i n d o l e  methods deve loped  b y  Duggan's r e s e a r c h  were  h e l p f u l .  

As  the y e a r s  passed,  butter p r o d u c t i o n  dropped t o  the e x t e n t  t h a t  o u r  

r e g u l a t o r y  problem was i n d e e d  s m a l l .  P r o d u c t i o n  o f  cheese f o r  a t i m e  was 

on the i n c r e a s e ,  and s i m i l a r  methods  were  used  to  c o p e  w i t h  violative 

o p e r a t i o n s .  A l s o ,  p l a n t s  were e x e r c i s i n g  g r e a t e r  control o f  t h e d r  own. 

During F i s c a l  1930-1931, a c a s e  o f  tremendous interest was t a i e d  
a t  New O r l e a n s ,  i n v o l v i n g  s e i z u r e  o f  dog r e m e d i e s  s h i p p e d  b y  S .  A. C r i s p  

Canine Produc t s .  Remedies f o r  b l a c k  t o n g u e ,  r u n n i n g  f i t s ,  d i s t e n p e r ,  etc., 

were i n v o l v e d .  F a l s e  and f r a u d u l e n t  c l a i m s  were a l l e g e d .  The  j u r y  

. . - . 
d . . . i..~x.. . . ~ . " . . I 
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r r x u r n e d  a f a v o r a b i e  v e r d i c t  f o r  t n e  Governven t .  Ths p r e s i d i n g  Judge ,  

Wayne Borah,  was s o  f a v o r a b l y  impressed  b y  the Government ' s  p r e ~ p a r a t i o n  

t h a t  he r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  i n  f u t u r e  c a s e s  when d e f e n s e  a t t o r n e y s  a f i t empted  

the u s u a l  d i s m i s s a l  p l e a  a t  the s t a r t  o f  a t r i a l .  J e  reminded them 

t h a t  FDA c a s e s  were w e l l  p repared ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  the dog remedy Uase 

when he r e f u s e d  s u c h  p l e a s .  Judge Borah, I l e a r n e d  l a t e r ,  l o v e d  dogs .  

H e  c a l l e d  me when a v e t e r i n a r i a n  a d v i s e d  h i m  one o f  his f a v o r i t e  d o g s  

had h e a r t  worms. H e  a s k e d  me t o  a s c e r t a i n  f rom o u r  Wash ing ton  e x p e r t s  

what was the l a t e s t  on this. I had to te l l  h i m  there was l i t t l e  hope.  

R e g u l a t o r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  canned s h r i m p  d u r i n g  f i s c a l  year  11933-1934 . 
r e s u l t e d  i n  68  s e i z u r e s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  26 p a c k e r s .  A t o t a l  o f  48U s a m p l e s  

were examined from the o u t p u t  o f  58 packers .  

The  Supreme C o u r t  handed down an i n t e r e s t i n g  d e c i s i o n  on November,7, 

1932 ,  i n v o l v i n g  the S h r e v e p o r t  Gra in  and leva tor Company. The  c a s e  was 

appea led  b y  the Government f r o m  a d e c i s i o n  b y  the Western Louis i4ma D i s t r i c t  

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 )  
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Coi lr t .  I t  i n v o i v e d  whe ther  Congress  cou ld  d e i e g a c e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  t h e  

e n f o r c e m e n t  agency  to  p r e s c r i b e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s .  

S h o r t  w e i g h t  corn meal was i n v o l v e d .  For more d e t a i l s ,  see W.R. Moses r e p o r t  

a t t a c h e d  marked +l. 

In 1935,  a b o u t  20 crabmeat  packers  i n s p e c t e d  showed o n l y  o n e  i n  v i o l a t i o n .  

However, the n e x t  year  was d i f f e r e n t .  T h i r t y - e i g h t  p a c k e r s  w e r e  i n s p e c t e d  

r e s u l t i n g  i n  numerous s e i z u r e s .  I n s p e c t i o n s  were  made i n  c o o p e r a t J o n  w i t h  

S t a t e  i n s p e c t o r s .  Probab ly  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  these a c t i o n s ,  much impaovement 

was n o t e d  the f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  

I n j u n c t i o n  N o .  1 under  the 1938 A c t  was b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  Paul 9 .  S k r m e t t a ,  

Sr. on A u g u s t  5 ,  1940 f o r  s h i p p i n g  a d u l t e r a t e d  crabmeat .  T h i s  c a s e  was based  

on a n  i n s p e c t i o n  wh ich  d i s c l o s e d  e x c e e d i n g l y  bad s a n i t a t i o n .  Among other 

t h i n g s ,  I n s p e c t o r  W .  F. McRae found a b a s k e t  used  t o  h o l d  c r a B s  con tamina ted  . 
w i t h  hunnn excremen t .  F o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s ,  see Moses I t e m  #2.  

A l a r g e  number o f  seizures o f  f l o u r  were  made i n  the l a t e  19301's. Owners 

wanted to  return the f l o u r  to mills f o r  s i f t i n g  o u t  the i n s e c t  filth. D r .  

Howard of the M i c r o a n a l y t i c a l  l a b o r a t o r y  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  v i s i t e d  New O r l e a p s .  

The  work he d i d  here d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  the f i n e s t  s i f t i n g  cloth would not remove 

a l l  the f i l t h  s u c h  a s  insect e g g s  and e x c r e t a .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  the owers and 

m i l l e r s  were  conv inced  and no f u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  w e r e  made. S e i z e d  f l o u r  was 

either d e s t r o y e d  or d e n a t u r e d  f o r  animal  f e e d .  

The  E l i x i r  S u l f a n i l a m i d e  t r a g e d y  i n  1937 was one o f  the m o s t  d r a m a t i c  

i n c i d e n t s  under  the 1906 Law. The .produc t  manu fac tured  b y  the M a s s e n g i l l  Co. 

o f  Cha t tanooga ,  Tenn.  c o n s i s t e d  o f  the d r u g  s u l f a n i l a m i d e  d i s s o l v e d  i n  d i 

e t h y l e n e  g l y c o l .  The  i d e a  was t h a t  a  l i q u i d  p r o d u c t  c o u l d  more e a s i l y  be 

g i v e n  to  c h i l d r e n  t h a n  tablets or c a p s u l e s .  W i d e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  it was the 

c a u s e  o f  d e a t h s  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  T e n n e s s e e  and Oklahoma. In ~ i s s i s s d p p i  a l o n e ,  

13 or more d e a t h s  o c c u r r e d .  For s e v e r a l  d a y s ,  f r o n t  page p u b l i c i t y  a b o u t  this 

t r a g e d y  and o u r  e f f o r t s  to  l o c a t e  bottles o f  the d r u g  appeared  i n  Ndw O r l e a n s  

and other cities. P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  other o p e r a t i o n s  a t  New O r l e a n s  *eased i n  

a n  a l l  out e f f o r t  t o  recover e v e r y  bottle p o s s i b l e .  A v a i l a b l e  S e a f a o d  

i n s p e c t o r s  and c h e m i s t s  j o i n e d  Food and Drug i n s p e c t o r s  i n  a f o u r  smte s e a r c h .  

S t a t e  and l o c a l  i n s p e c t o r s  j o i n t e d  i n  th is  h u n t .  E f f o r t s  d i d  n o t  c a s e  u n t i l  

e v e r y  possible bottle was l o c a t e d ,  d e s t r o y e d  or t a k e n  a s  s a m p l e s .  Some o f  
.. .. . 

these w e r e  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  p a t i e n t s ,  d r u g  outlets ,  company s a l e s m e n  and 0 
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p h y s i c i a n s .  The  prompt a c t i o n  t a k e n  b y  New O r l e a n s  and o t h a r  S t s t i o n s  

undoub ted ly  saved many lives. V e r y  l i t t l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a  

since the new s t a t e  Food, Drug and C o s m e t i c  A c t  was a l r e a d y  i n  e f f e c t .  T h a t  

l a w  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  a l l  p r o d u c t s  s u b j e c t  to i t  m u s t  be r e g i s t e r e d  b e f o r e  t h e y  

c o u l d  be s o l d  i n  the s t a t e .  M a s s e n g i l l  had n o t  c h e c k e d  the p r o d u c t  f o r  s a f e t y  

before d i s t r i b u t i o n .  One o f  the l a r g e s t  f i n e s  ever a s s e s s e d  under  the 1906 . 

Law r e s u l t e d .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  this i n c i d e n t  h a s t e n e d  the passage  o f  the 1938 

A c t .  

S u r v e y  o f  Malar ia  r e m e d i e s  d u r i n g  the e a r l y  1 9 3 0 ' s  r e v e a l e d  t b a t  o n l y  a few 

c o n t a i n e d  S u f f i c i e n t  quinine O r  other c inchona  a l k a l o i d s  a s  to  be e f f e c t i v e  i n  

t r e a t i n g  the d i s e a s e .  F o l l o w i n g  this, m a n u f a c t u r e r s  were warned b y  a s p e c i a l  

notice. Some f a i l e d  t o  h e e d  it and seizures f o l l o w e d .  

E f f o z t s  were  made f o r  some y e a r s  i n  the 1 9 3 0 ' s  t o  e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  

would improve  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  consumers  o f  Foods and Drugs a s  w e l l  a s  t o  i n c l u d e  

cosmetics and d e v i c e s .  New O r l e a n s  a s  w e l l  as  other S t a t i o n s  p a r t i ~ c i p a t e d  i n  

e f f o r t s  t o  i n f o r m  the p u b l i c  a b o u t  the d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  the 1906 A c t .  Among 

the p r o d u c t s  used  to i l l u s t r a t e  the d e f i c i e n c i e s  was C r a z y  W a t e r  C lp l s ta lS  

d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  the Crazy  W a t e r  Co., H i n e r a l  W e l l s ,  T e x a s .  T h i s  p r d u c t  was 

r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  b e i n g  nnde  b y  e v a p o r a t i n g  m i n e r a l  w a t e r  f rom w e l l s  i n  the a r e a .  

In the e a r l y  1 9 3 0 f s ,  i n c o g n i t o  work b y  I n s p e c t o r  Bryan L .  E g g e r t o n  rieveloped 

i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  the C r y s t a l s  were  s i m p l y  G l a u b e r ' s  s a l t  wh ich  the f i r m  

purchased and packaged a s  C r a z y  Water  C r y s t a l s .  W e  were  u n a b l e  t o  take a c t i o n ,  

b u t  used  this a s  a n  example  o f  the o l d  l a w s  d e f i c i e n c y .  

Our e a r l i e s t  e f f e c t i v e  work on s h e l l e d  p e c a n s  began  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  1938 

A c t  became e f f e c t i v e .  A t  t h a t - t i m e ,  s e n s a t i o n a l  p u b l i c i t y  c o n c e r n i h g  pecan 

s h e l l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  San  Antonio appeared i n  Look Magazine.  Morris O s t r o l e n k ,  

a b a c t e r i o l o g i s t  from Wash ing ton  was sent t o  San  dntonio t o  work w i t h  Federa l  

and S t a t e  i n s p e c t o r s .  They  found the p l a n t s  o p e r a t i n g  under  g e n e r a l l y  u n s a t i s -  .1 

f a c t o r y  s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s .  U n s h e l l e d  pecans  w e r e  u s u a l l y  gathere41 on the 

ground i n  o r c h a r d s  which a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  c a t t l e  p a s t u r e s .  T h i s  caused  contamina-  

tion o f  the o u t e r  shells. B e f o r e  s h e l l i n g ,  pecans  w e r e  tempered b y  s o a k i n g  i n  

w a t e r  t o  s o f t e n  the shells. T h i s  f a c i l i t a t e d  the s h e l l i n g  p r o c e s s ,  b u t  s e r v e d  

to  t r a n s m i t  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  to  the pecan m e a t s .  Ostrolenk's s t u d i e s  S e v e a l e d  

t h a t  this was a major  s o u r c e  o f  b a c t e r i a l  c o n t a m i n a t i o n .  0 t h . e r  i n s a n i t a r y  

c o n d i t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  bad to i le t  h a b i t s .  T h e  to i le t  rooms w e r e  f i l t h y  and 
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empioyees  were  not r e q u i r e d  t o  wash hands  a f t e r  u s e .  I t  was s a i d  t h a t  

employees  s i m p l y  s t rewed  used  to i le t  paper  i n  the rooms.  R a t  i n f e s t a t i o n  

was f r e q u e n t l y  n o t e d .  Much o f  the equ ipment  was i n e f f i c i e n t .  Pecan g r a n u a l s  

f r e q u e n t l y  c o n t a i n e d  c u r c u l i o  l a r v a e ,  and m o s t  p l a n t s  had no e f f e c u i v e  way 

o f  remov ing  them. Water  f l o a t i n g  p r o c e s s e s  used t o  s e p a r a t e  pecan p i e c e s  

f rom shells were s u c h  a s  t o  f u r t h e r  c o n t a m i n a t e  the p r o d u c t .  S h e l 2 i n g  

mchines then i n  u s e  were  i n e f f i c i e n t  r e s u l t i n g  i n  l a r g e  amounts  o f  m e a t s  

r e m a i n i n g  i n  the shells. T h e s e  so c a l l e d  s t i c k - t i g h t s  were o f t e r  fhrmed 

o u t  f o r  h a n d p i c k i n g  i n  the homes o f  ~ e x i c a n s  u n d e r  e x c e e d i n g l y  i n s a p i t a r y  

c o n d i t i o n s .  O n e  s t o r y  i s  to  the e f f e c t  t h a t  i n  a t  l e a s t  o n e  c a s e  a to i lot  

bowl was used  t o  s e p a r a t e  p i e c e s  from shells. 

O s t r o l e n k ' s  work r e s u l t e d  i n  the i s s u a n c e  o f  a l i s t  o f  recommendat ions  

t o  the shellers for i m p r o v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  t e m p e r i n g  W i t h. 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  c h l o r i n a t e d  w a t e r  or steam so a s  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  s t e r i l h z e  the 

o u t e r  shells. O n e  purpose  o f  this was to e n a b l e  p v f  t h a t  a n y  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  

found would be due  t o  i n s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h i c h  s h e l l i n g  waS done .  

O t h e r  recommenda tions f o r  i m p r o v i n g  s a n i t a t i o n  were  i n c l u d e d .  
T h i s  notice p l u s  r e g u l a t o r y  a c t i o n  and the a d v e r s e  Look MagaZiae a r t i c l e  

soon r e s u l t e d  i n  r a d i c a l  changes  f o r  the better. P l a n t s  a l s o  g r e a t l y  

improved  their o p e r a t i o n s  t h r u  use o f  better s h e l l i n g  mach inery  r e s t u l t i n g  i n  

f ewer  s t i c k - t i g h t s  and hand o p e r a t i o n s .  

T h e  work s t a r t e d  i n  S a n  A n t o n i o  spread  t o  p l a n t s  i n  other a r e a s ,  r e s u l t i n g  

i n  g e n e r a l l y  improved c o n d i t i o n s .  

C o n s i d e r a b l e  amounts o f  f r o z e n  and canned s h r i m p  from Mexico were  examined 

and d e t a i n e d  i n  F i s c a l  1938-39. A l s o  d e t a i n e d  were  10  l o t s  o f  canned o y s t e r s  

b e c a u s e  of  the p r e s e n c e  o f  excess shell. . .. 
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The  enac tmen t  o f  the Food, Drug and C o s m e t i c  A c t  p l u s  World  War I I  had 

a pro found  e f f e c t  on o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the 1 9 4 0 ' s .  

The  s t r o n g e r  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  the new l a w  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  i n s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  

e n a b l e d  i n c r e a s e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  food p l a n t s  and warehouses .  

Much t i m e  was g i v e n  to  s a n i t a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  warehcwse food 

s t o r a g e  a r e a s .  Many were  found v i o l a t i v e .  During the war ,  commeroial  ware

houses were  loaded  t o  f u l l  c a p a c i t y  w i t h  food l i k e l y  t o  be contamirjated b y  

r o d e n t s  and insects. Intensive a t t e n t i o n  was p a i d  t o  s u c h  warehou9es  i n  New 

O r l e a n s .  T h e s e  s u r v e y s  were  made i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the Food & Ddug S e c t i o n  

o f  the Lou i s iana  H e a l t h  Department .  J a c o b  Forbes  who was f o r m e r l y  i n  s i m i l a r  

work i n  Montana headed this L o u i s i a n a  u n i t .  When i n s p e c t o r s  l o c a t q d  con tamina ted  . 
stocks o f  food ,  the S t a t e  p r o m p t l y  p l a c e d  t h e m  under  S t a t e  seizure. They  were  

either d e s t r o y e d  or d e n a t u r e d  under  S t a t e  s u p e r v i s i o n .  O t h e r w i s e ,  the S t a t e  

h e l d  the goods under  embargo pend ing  Federa l  seizure.  Some o f  thesk warehouses  

c o n t a i n e d  f o o d s  s t o r e d  b y  the U S .  Dept .  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e .  I f  s u c h  fbod w r s  

found c o n t a m i n a t e d ,  the o w n e r s h i p  d i d  not d e t e r  Forbes .  He s e i z e d  it r e g a r d l e s s .  

F r o n t  page p u b l i c i t y  appeared a l m o s t  d a i l y  i n  the a f t e r n o o n  p a p e r .  A woman 

r e p o r t e r  main ta ined  c o n t a c t  w i t h  u s  and Forbes and p u b l i c i z e d  wha tever  i n f o r m a t i o n  

we were  a b l e  t o  r e l e a s e .  The  New O r l e a n s  C i t y  H e a l t h  Dep t .  j o i n e d  the o p e r a t i o n .  

On one o c c a s i o n ,  Dr. W h i t n e y ,  C i t y  H e a l t h  O f f i c e r ,  and I v i s i t e d  one o f  the 

warehouses  and j u s t  a s  we e n t e r e d , ' a  l a r g e  r a t  r a n  i n  f r o n t  o f  u s .  Most ware

h o u s e s  soon remedied the c a u s e s  o f  the bad c o n d i t i o n s .  Compl iments  were  

r e c e i v e d  from s e v e r a l  f i r m s  who f e l t  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  c a u s e  them t o  m k e  improvements  

w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  r e d u c t i o n  o f  losses from food d e f i l e d  b y  r o d e n t s ,  insects 

and somet imes  b i r d s .  

T h e  s u r v e y s  began .in New O r l e a n s  were  e x t e n d e d  t o  other l o c a t i o n s  and 

became a c o n t i n u i n g  p r o j e c t  . 
World war II c a u s e d  a n  i m n s e  i n c r e a s e  o f  food i m p o r t s  througH the P o r t  

o f  New O r l e a n s .  T h i s  was due  to  d i v e r s i o n  o f  s h i p s  fromNew Y o r k  t o  a v o i d  

submar ine  a t t a c k s .  Many t y p e s  o f  p r o d u c t s  not p r e v i o u s l y  i m p o r t e d  i n  q u a n t i t y  

here s u c h  a s  s p i c e s ,  t a x e d  o u r  r e s o u r c e s .  F o r t u n a t e l y  a d d i t i o n a l  manpower 

f rom S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t i o n  h e l p e d  make o u r  c o v e r a g e  r e a s o n a b l y  good.  ... . 
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There  were a h o  s p e c i a l  problems a b o u t  t h a t  t i n e  Y e x ; s  harder porcs. 

Large q u a n t i t i e s  o f  fresh p i n e a p p l e s  were  i m p o r t e d  from Mex ico .  Ooe year a 

c o n d i t i o n  known a s  b l a c k - h e a r t  deve loped  mak ing  s u c h  f r u i t  u n f i t .  I n s p e c t o r s  

me t  r a i l  c a r s  on the b r i d g e s  over the R i o  Grande l a t e  a t  n i g h t  c u t t i n g  samples  

o f  p i n e a p p l e s  w i t h  a  machete .  T o  conserve s c a r c e  f o o d ,  i m p o r t e r s  were p e r m i t t e d  

to  send  d e t a i n e d  f r u i t  to  c a n n e r i e s  where  e a c h  p i n e a p p l e  c o u l d  be s p l i t  and exam

i n e d  b e f o r e  cann ing .  Some Customs i n s p e c t o r s  were  t r a i n e d  t o  examine  t h e  f r u i t  

t h u s  making g r e a t e r  c o v e r a g e  p o s s i b l e .  

Imported  candy from Mexico c r e a t e d  a n o t h e r p r o b l e m .  In s p i t e  @ f  a  Mexican 

embargo p r o h i b i t i n g  e x p o r t s  o f  s u g a r  and s u g a r  p r o d u c t s ,  some candp  was i m p o r t e d  

t h r o u g h  b o r d e r  p o r t s  and d e t a i n e d  b e c a u s e  o f  insect and r o d e n t  c o n e m i n a t i o n ,  

and the use o f  p o i s o n o u s  food colors. The  Mexican ~ o v e r n m e n t  waul$ not p e r m i t  

r e t u r n  to  Mexico. O n e  i m p o r t e r  not o n l y  lost the c a n d y ,  b u t  a l s o  had t o  pay. 
h e a v y  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  f a l s e  invoices. 

Dr. Moran o f  D a l l a s  and his Magne t i c  Ray B e l t  w e r e  known b e f o q e  the 1938 

Law. T h i s  d e v i c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a hoop c o v e r e d  w i t h  l e a t h e r  or s i m i l a r  m a t e r i a l .  

I n s i d e  was a n  electric c i r c u i t .  An electric l i g h t  b u l b  on a snnller be?& lit 

u p  when it was p laced  i n s i d e  the l a r g e r  belt whenever  the l a r g e  belt was p lugged 

in .  T h i s  was due  t o  i n d u c t i o n .  T h i s  was u s e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t o  t4e g u l l i b l e  

the b e n e f i t s  when h o l d i n g  the l a r g e  be l t  over a n y  p o r t i o n  o f  the W d y .  C l a i n s  

were  made f o r  a r t h r i t i s ,  B r i g h t ' s  D i s e a s e ,  D i a b e t e s  and many other c o n d i t i o n s .  

An i n j u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t  d i s t r i b u t i n g  this d e v i c e  d i d  not d e t e r  the e d d e r l y  

p h y s i c i a n .  H e  was l a t e r  j a i l e d  f o r  1 0  d a y s  and f i n e d  $75.00. Nevertheless, 

he c o n t i n u e d  the s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  to  some extent. F i n a l l y  t h r o u g h  agreement  

w i t h  a  member o f  his f a m i l y  and the C o u r t ,  the business was d i scon t i inued  and 

the d o c t q r  moved away from ~ a i i i s .  

S u r v e y s  o f  pecan s h e l l i n g  p l a n t s  showed c o n s i d e r a b l e  improvemdnt  i n  

s a n i t a t i o n  over t h a t  o b s e r v e d  i n  1938.  B e t t e r  equ ipmen t  and o v e r a l l  improvement  

was n o t e d .  . 
A h u r r i c a n e  i n  1947 d e s t r o y e d  or damaged n n n y  s h r i m p  canner ies l  and other 

Sea food  p l a n t s  on the M i s s i s s i p p i  C o a s t .  Some s a l v a g e  o p e r a t i o n s  hiere -

n e c e s s a r y  and the s h r i m p  pack t h a t  s e a s o n  was g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d .  

The  a c c i d e n t a l  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  s u l f a t h i o z o l e  t a b l e t s  w i t h  p h e n o b a r b i t a l  

b y  W i n t h m p  Drug Co. was the s u b j e c t  o f  a n a t i o n w i d e  r e c a l l  prograw and 
.
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s earch  t o  r ecover  d i s t r i b u t e d  l o t s .  New Or leans  i n s p e c t o r s  i n c l u d i n g  some 

sea food  i n s p e c t o r s  and c h e m i s t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d .  

Another i n c i d e n t  d u r i n g  these year s  i n v o l v e d  i n j e c t a b l e  y luco5e s o l u t i o n  

produced b y  C u t t e r  Labora tor ies .  The product  was contaminated w i t &  l i v e  

b a c t e r i a .  A day and n i g h t  search  r e s u l t e d .  T h i s  was h i q h l i g h t e d  iby the 

e x c e l l e n t  coopera t ion  extended b y  Alabama. A l l  S t a t e  i n s p e c t o r s  were placed 

under the s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  C h i e f  I n s p e c t o r  Eggerton on his a r r i v a l  i n  Montgomery 

to  work w i t h  Federal i n s p e c t o r s .  Every p o s s i b l e  c o n t a i n e r  was l o c a t e d  i n  

h o s p i t a l s  and e l sewhere  and r e t r i e v e d .  

In the 1 9 4 0 1 s ,  we began our f i r s t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  the d i s p e n s i n g  

o f  p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs  w i t h o u t  a v a l i d  p r e s c r i p t i o n .  Most o f  these , e a r l y  c a s e s  

i n v o l v e d  barb i  t u r a  tes. 

W.R.-Moses r e p o r t s  a c a s e  developed when he was s t a t i o n e d  a t  5hn Antonio. 

I t  i n v o l v e d  O t i s  Fadal (Fada l ' s  Square Drug S t o r e )  i n  Waco, Texas  Aor the s a l e  

o f  b a r b i t u r a t e s .  T h i s  was the f i r s t  c a s e  a g a i n s t  a d r u g g i s t  invol*ng an OTC 

s a l e .  Moses superv i s ed  and d i d  mos t  o f  the work connected w i t h  the c a s e .  W i t h  

his le t ter  to  me o f  August 9 ,  1977, he a t t a c h e d  a copy o f  a f i l e  whlich i n c l u d e s  

New Or leans  S t a t i o n ' s  letter dated  March 3 ,  1945,  r e p o r t i n g  the d e t a i l s  o f  the 

c a s e  and J.O. C l a r k e ' s  letter o f  March 1 6 ,  1945 t o  Cen t ra l  District S t a t i o n s  

and other ma te r ia l  p e r t i n e n t  to  the c a s e .  T h i s  c a s e  was a n o t h e r  f i r s t  f o r  

New Or leans .  Moses' r e p o r t  i s  marked #6. 

Another OTC c a s e  on which New Or leans  s p e n t  a g rea t  dea l  o f  ti& dur ing  

the midd l e  1940 ' s  i n v o l v e d  W i r t h  ~ k u gS t o r e  a t  New Or leans  l o c a t e d  o p p o s i t e  

Z a f a y e t t e  Square.  Complaints  had been r e c e i v e d  t h a t  W i r t h  was s e l l i n g  

b a r b i t u r a t e s  t o  WINOS who f requented  the square .  They used these d o n g  w i t h  

cheap wine.  I n s p e c t o r s  t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  to make buys .  I n s p e c t o f  Joe  

B u r r i s  grew a beard and wore clothes s i m i l a r  t o  those o f  the winos .  George 

L i t t l e  wore a s a i l o r  un i form.  Neither was s u c c e s s f u l .  A clerk, Ca ther ine  

O ' B r i e n  and a c h e m i s t ,  Howard B e n n e t t ,  had no t r o u b l e  unk ing  b u y s .  Prosecu t i on  
fo l lowed.  W i r t h ,  a member o f  a prominent New Or leans  f a m i l y ,  p lead g u i l t y ,  was -
f ined  and l a t e r  went  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s .  O ther  c a s e s  a g a i n s t  New Orleans drug 

stores were developed about  the same t i m e .  

I t  was n o t  u n i t 1  the 1950 ' s  and 1 9 6 0 ' s  v e r y  l a r g e  b o o t l e g  o p e r a t i o n s  

i n v o l v i n g  s a l e s  o f  amphetamines and other s i m i l a r  drugs  r e q u i r e d  mu@h . -
a t t e n t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r y  o f  a n  undercover  n a t u r e .  
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In Xoses '  i e t t e r ,  he refers to i t e m  he marked f f3  r e g a r d i n g  i a d i e d  

b u t t e r  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  C l o v e r l e a f  B u t t e r  Co., Birmingham, A l a .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  

interest was the deve lopment  b y  New O r l e a n s  c h e m i s t s  o f  a method f o r  d e t e c t i o n  

o f  maggot f a t  i n  b u t t e r .  For more d e t a i l s ,  see his l e t t e r  and c o p y  o f  l e g a l  

p r o c e e d i n g s  marked 3a. 

In the 1 9 3 0 ' s  me thods  f o r  cann ing  g r a p e f r u i t  j u i c e  had been p e r f e c t e d .  

T h i s  became a b i g  o p e r a t i o n  i n  the R i o  Grande a r e a .  S u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  these 

o p e r a t i o n s  were c a r r i e d  o u t  e a c h  s e a s o n .  For the mst p a r t ,  t h e y  were 

s a t i s f a c t o r y .  When the new l a w  became ef fect ive,  we were  a b l e  to p p e r a t e  

more s u c c e s s f u l  1 y when i n s a n i t a r y  and other v i o l a t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  were  found.  

T h e r e  was a marked i n c r e a s e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  d u r i n g  the war y e a r s  due  to  i n c r e a s e d  

p u r c h a s e s  b y  the Armed Forces. One g r a p e f r u i t  j u i c e  c a n n e r y  p r e s e n t e d  s p e c i a l  

problems.  Fac tory  i n s p e c t i o n  was a d e c i d i n g  f a c t o r .  A number of q u i c k ,. 
unannounced visits g o i n g  d i r e c t  t o  raw m t e r i a l  b e i n g  used  w e r e  ma@e b e f o r e  

the management knew the i n s p e c t o r s  were  on the p r e m i s e s .  T h i s  r e s p l t e d  i n  

o b t a i n i n g  enough e v i d e n c e  f o r  r e g u l a t r o y  a c t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  u s e  o f  decomposed 

m a t e r i a l .  The unannounced a r r i v a l  o f  the i n s p e c t o r s  gave  the f i r m  little t i m e  

to change the o p e r a t i o n .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  i n j u n c t i o n w a s  g r a n t e d  on a e  same day 

the f i r m  was p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a n  E b y  the Army ( u n d o u b t e d l y  E meant  e x c e l l e n t ) .  

A l l  th is  happened b e f o r e  the l a w  was changed t o  r e q u i r e  i n s p e a t o r s  to g i v e  

notice t o  m n a g e m e n t  b e f o r e  making a n  i n s p e c t i o n .  
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FOODS: 

I n  1950 a f r e e z e  occurred i n  the R i o  Grande V a l l e y  damaging t h e  c i t r u s  

Crop. G r a p e f r u i t ,  the p r i n c i p a l  c r o p ,  was sent to  j u i c e  c a n n e r i e s .  T h i s  

and other s t e p s  t a k e n  b y  the growers r epre sen t ed  a g rea t  improvement o v e r  t h e  

f r e e z e  o f  1929 and 1930. 

O n  March 4 ,  1952,  the F i f t h  C i r c u i t  Court  o f  Appeals  upheld a s e i z u r e  

o f  moldy s t r a w b e r r i e s  sh ipped  from Louis iana  t o  M i s s i s s i p p i  and there packaged 

w i t h  added sugar.  The government sough t  the condemnation o f  the f i n i s h e d  

product  a s  a d u l t e r a t e d  food. In r e v e r s i n g  the d i s t r i c t  court's ju4gement o f  

d i s m i s s a l ,  the C o u r t  o f  Appeals  h e l d  t h a t  S e c t i o n  401 w i t h  r e f e r e n a e  to 

d e f i n i t i o ' n s  and s t andards  o f  food had no a p p l i c a b i l i t y .  I t  dec la red  t h a t  the 

f a c t  the a d u l t e r a t e d  s t r a w b e r r i e s  were processed  a f t e r  i n t e r s t a t e  $ h i p r e n t  

d i d  not remove them from the coverage o f  the Ac t .  For more d e t a i l 3  on this  

precedent  d e c i s i o n ,  see r e p o r t  on c a s e  furn i shed  b y  Moses i d e n t i f i # d  a s  #5.* 
Moses i n  his letter to  me r e p o r t s  on a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  orniiihosis i n  

Texas t u r k e y s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  1948,  1951 ,  1952 ,  and 1954. T h i s  was dilscovered 

a t  d r e s s i n g  p l a n t s .  In the 1952 ep idemic ,  44 workers  a t  a G idd ings ,  Texas  

p lan t  became ill and 11 d i e d .  The b i g g e s t  ep idemic  was i n  1954 a t  p l a n t s  

a t  Brady, Lampassas, and other p l a c e s  when some 200 workers  were aA fec t ed  

w i t h  no known dea th s .  There  was no proof  t h a t  danger e x i s t e d  to  coDsumrs .  

In 1951, the U.S .  D i s t r i c t  Court a t  New Or leans  r u l e d  i n  the cEse o f  500 

bags o f  green c o f f e e  s e i z e d  here on the grounds o f  a d u l t e r a t i o n  becbuse  o f  

f i l t h .  The court h e l d  t h a t  the f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c o f f e e  beans  were  r egh i r ed  to  

undergo p roces s ing  ( r o a s t i n g )  b e f o r e  b e i n g  s o l d  to  the p u b l i c  d i d  nbt exc lude  

them from the d e f i n i t i o n  o f  foods .  For more d e t a i l s  see Moses' remrt I t e m  #4. 

About 1953-54, baby food l a c k i n g  V i t a m i n  B6 caused conwlsions i n  i n f a n t s .  
New Orleans i n v e s t i g a t e d  c a s e s  i n  North Texas .  When the a f f e c t e d  Mb ie s  were 

admin is tered  V i t amin  B6, t h e y  promptly  r ecovered .  B e f o r e  this inc id l en t ,  it 

was n o t  genera l l y  known t h a t  this V i t a m i n  was e s s e n t i a l  t o  the d i e t .  

About 1955, c a r e l e s s  u s e  o f  p e s t i c i d e s  used i n  e x t e r m i n i a t i o n  work a t  

New Or leans  brought  s e i z u r e  o f  52  tons o f  f l o u r  and 3 1 / 2  tons o f  green c o f f e e .  

A t  this l o c a t i o n ,  New Or leans  C i t y  Hea l t h  Dept.  s e i z e d  2330 'Eons o f  Louis iana 

rice pending r e m v a l  o f  the p e s t i c i d e  b y  r e - m i l l i n g .  
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In e a r l y  1 9 5 0 1 s ,  Helen Barry  examined a sample from what was supposed 

to  be canned shrimp which had been warehoused f o r  the purpose o f  o b t a i n i n g  

a l o a n .  She found t h e  c o n t e n t s  to  be n o t h i n g  b u t  w a t e r .  

During this p e r i o d ,  much t i m e  was s p e n t  s u r v e y i n g  v e g e t a b l e  c r o p s  f o r  

p e s t i c i d e s .  T h e  new o r g a n i c  c h e m i c a l s  were coming i n t o  general  u s e .  Close 

c o n t a c t s  were main ta ined  w i t h  S t a t e  e n t o m o l o g i s t s ,  c o u n t y  a g e n t s ,  and others 

i n  o r d e r  to  promote s a f e r  u s e s  and s e c u r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  to  p o s s i b l e  danger  

a r e a s .  Among t h e  more i n t e r e s t i n g  s u r v e y s  was the u s e  o f  the t r a i l e r  l a b o r a t o r y  

t o  p o l i c e  produce f o r  p e s t i c i d e  r e s i d u e s  i n  the R i o  Grande V a l l e y  4nd the Uvalde ,  

Texas  a r e a .  A l s o ,  d u r i n g  the s u r v e y ,  s h i p m e n t s  through  the Ports o f  Laredo and 

B r o w n s v i l l e  from Mexico were l i k e w i s e  examined. The  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  this s u r v e y  

were John Weeks, Helen Barry and Jean  Gaul .  I am c e r t a i n  t h a t  Weeks and M s .  

Gaul can  E u r n i s h  more d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  to r e s u l t s  and a c t i o n  t a k e n .  

C o n t i n u i n g  the work s t a r t e d  d u r i n g  the 1 9 4 0 r s ,  i n c r e a s e d  a t t e n t i o n  was 

g i v e n  to  s a n i t a t i o n  o f  food establishments p a r t i c u l a r l y  where it m i ~ g h tbe 

i m p o s s i b l e  or d i f f i c u l t  to  demons t ra te  e v i d e n c e  o f  f i l t h  i n  the f ir l i shed p r o d u c t .  

Among those covered  were  c r u d e  v e g e t a b l e  oil  mills, rice mills, sugar  an2  s y r u p  

f a c t o r i e s .  A l s o  i n c l u d e d  were  f l o u r  mills and corn meal g r i n d e r s .  Many o p e r a t e d  

under s e r i o u s l y  i n s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s .  In the c a s e  o f  f l o u r  mills, a t t e n t i o n  

was a l s o  g i v e n  t o  the c o n d i t i o n  o f  the wheat used  s u c h  a s  p r e s e n c e  o f  r o d e n t  

p e l l e t s  and insect bored gra in .  V e r y  few r e g u l a t o r y  a c t i o n s  were  n e c e s s a r y ,  

b u t  warnings  d u r i n g  i n s p e c t i o n s  and h e a r i n g  r e s u l t e d  i n  much improVement .. 
During these i n s p e c t i o n s ,  a t t e n t i o n  was a l s o  paid  t o  p e s t i c i d e  contwl. In 

a few rice m i l l s ,  u s e  o f  dangerous p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  c h l o r d a n e  was n p t e d .  T h e s e  

i n s t a n c e s  were t r a c e d  m o s t l y  to c a r e l e s s  p r a c t i c e s  b y  commercial  e A t e r m i n a t o r s .  

In the c a s e  o f  c r u d e  v e g e t a b l e  o i l  mills p r o d u c t i o n  had f o r  many y e a r s  been 

under r a t h e r  p r i m i t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s .  Even though the c r u d e  o i l  was la ter  h i g h l y  

r e f i n e d  under r e l a t i v e l y  good c o n d i t i o n s ,  it would be r e v o l t i n g  t o  the a e s t h e t i c  

s e n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  most  consumers to know c o n d i t i o n s  under  which  the c r u d e  produc t  

was produced. A l s o ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  the r e f i n i n g ,  the f a t s  and other s o l u b l e  

f i l t h  from insect and r o d e n t s  c o u l d  remin and d e f y  m o s t  methods  o f  d e t e c t i o n .  

S i m i l a r  c o n c l u s i o n s  cou ld  be reached  i n  the c a s e  o f  s u g a r ,  rice, etc. 

Increased  a t t e n t i o n  was g i v e n  to  u s e  o f  p e s t i c i d e s  o f  f e e d  c r o p s  b e c a u s e  

o f  the p o s s i b l i t y  o f  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  excess r e s i d u e s  to m i l k - a n d  meQt.  
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Iri ::ovember 1 9 5 9 ,  w e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the n a t i o n w i d e  e w a ~ L n i ' a t i o n  o f  

c r a n b e r r i e s  and c r a n b e r r y  p r o d u c t s  f o r  r e s i d u e s  o f  the W e e d - K i l l e r  A m i n o t r i o z o l e .  

About 1959,  we began  i n c r e a s e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  net contents o f  packaged f o o d s .  

T h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  some other phases  o f  food m i s b r a n d i n g  had s lowed down 

because  l i m i t e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  made i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  g i v e  p r i o r i t y  to  t h e  more 

s e r i o u s  v i l a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  h e a l t h ,  f i l t h  and s a n i t a t i o n .  In t h e  meant ime,  

short w e i g h t  and short measure p r a c t i c e s  i n c r e a s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  Most i n s p e c t o r s  . 
on d u t y  had l i t t l e  or no e x p e r i e n c e  i n  this  t y p e  o f  work .  They  ha@ t o  be t r a i n e d  

i n  the u s e  o f  the G u r l e y  Balance  and other p r o c e d u r e s .  

During 1958 ,  we r e c e i v e d  c o m p l a i n t s  from c o m p e t i t o r s  t h a t  the Cal-Tex  

C i t r u s  J u i c e  Inc. o f  Houston,  T e x a s  was l m r k e t i n g  wa tered  o r a n g e  j u i c e .  Samples  

from New O r l e a n s  c o n s i g n e e s  i n d i c a t e d  these c o m p l a i n t s  were  j u s t i f f  e d .  One 

o f  the i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  this was t r u e  was t h a t  V i t a m i n  C content wgs q u i t e  . 
d e f i c i e n t .  W.R. Moses h a s  s u p p l i e d  the a t t a c h e d  c o p y  from a C h a p t e r  from 

"The  Federal  I n v e s t i g a t o r "  wh ich  g r a p h i c a l l y  d e s c r i b e s  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w h i c h  

f i n a l l y  l e d  to  the conviction o f  the f i r m  and three o f  i t s  o f f i c e r s .  I t  i s  

e s t i m a t e d  the f i r m  s o l d  $750,000 w o r t h  o f  the w a t e r e d  and a r t i f i c a l l y  s y p e t e n e d  

p r o d u c t .  

W h i l e  the a r t i c l e  c o n t a i n s  a  r a t h e r  c o m p l e t e  s t o r y  o f  wha t  ha$pened, it 

d o e s  not m e n t i o n  the e x t e n s i v e  p l a n n i n g  and some o f  the s c i e n t i f i c  work done 

a f t e r  we lost  the f i r s t  skirmish i n  J u n e  1959.  

A l though  I was on sick l e a v e  and away from the o f f i c e  from Sea tember  1 9 5 8  

t o  June  1959,  I was k e p t  f u l l y  a d v i s e d  o f  d i s t r i c t  a c t i v i t i e s  and & e p t  i n f o r m e d  

o f  deve lopment s  i n  th i s  c a s e .  Our d e f e a t  i n  the f i r s t  phase  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  came 

a b o u t  the same t i m e  I r e t u r n e d  to d u t y .  A f t e r  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  k e y  members o f  

the s t a f f ,  we d e c i d e d  a  new s t r a t e g y  was n e e d e d .  Moses came to  Ne* O r l e a n s  
~-. 

and a  c o n f e r e n c e  t o  d e v e l o p  a  p l a n  o f  a c t i o n  was h e l d .  Samples  b e h g  t a k e n  

a t  the t i m e  i n d i c a t e d  normal V i t a m i n  C content b u t  we had e v e r y  reason to  

believe t h a t  the f i r m  was c o n t i n u i n g  t o  m a r k e t  wa tered  j u i c e ,  b u t  g o p h i s t i c a t e d  

so t h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  it c o u l d  not be d e t e c t e d .  
-In o u r  p l a n  o f  war ,  we d e c i d e d  much more t e s t i n g  was n e c e s s a r g  on their 

produc t  and on a u t h e n t i c  o r a n g e  j u i c e  a s  w e l l .  I n c l u d e d  i n  the o r a n g e s  from 

which  we e x t r a c t e d  j u i c e  were  f r u i t  from T e x a s  g e n e r a l l y ,  a l o n g  witVl Some f rom 

the f i r m ' s  s u p p l i e r s .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  some t a k e n  a t  the p l a n t .  I t  d i d n ' t  s eem 
.. . 

r e a l i s t i c  t h a t  the f i r m  a t  Houston some d i s t a n c e  from the c i t r u s  aaea  c o u l d  
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marke t  pure  j u i c e  p r o f i t a b l y .  Also, o n e  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  w63 said t o  h a v e  

b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  shady d e a l s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

W e  f e l t  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  w i n  o u r  c a s e ,  more i n s p e c t o r s  were  needed 

to a s s i s t  i n  d o i n g  the v a s t  amount o f  undercover  work so w e l l  d e s c r i b e d  

i n  the Federal  I n v e s t i g a t o r  a r t i c l e .  The  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was advisled o f  o u r  

p l a n s .  

Lowrie  Beacham, a c h e m i s t  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  ex lper ience  

on orange  j u i c e  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  was a s s i g n e d  t o  a d v i s e  and a s s i s t  o u r  l a b o r a t o r y  

s t a f f  and serve, i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  a s  a n  expert w i t n e s s .  D e t a i l s  o f  tbe under

cover work and the a n a l y t i c a l  work done i n  Houston a r e  g r a p h i c a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  

i n  the Federal  I n v e s t i g a t o r  a r t i c l e  and a r e  not b e i n g  r e p e a t e d  heme. The  

c a s e  f i n a l l y  b r o k e .  Gordon Van Liew,  D e l l  Van L iew and V e r n e  Madi'son were  

convicte: o f  c o n s p i r a c y  to sell $750,000 w o r t h  of the a d u l t e r a t e d  a r t i c l e s  

over a n  1 8  month p e r i o d .  The  j u r y  a l s o  found t h e m  g u i l t y  o f  s h i p p i n g  

a d u l t e r a t e d  and misbranded o r a n g e  j u i c e .  On the same d a y ,  the Judge  who 

o r i g i n a l l y  r e f u s e d  to  g r a n t  an i n j u n c t i o n  the y e a r  b e f o r e ,  i s s u e d  a re

s t r a i n i n g  o r d e r .  The  d e f e n d a n t s  f i n a l l y  gave  u p  and a g r e e d  t o  thei t e rG 

o f  the i n j u n c t i o n .  

G u l l e d g e ,  i n  his r e p o r t  to A t l a n t a  D i s t r i c t ,  d e s c r i b e s  i n  deOai l  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  use o f  i n c u b a t o r  r e j e c t s  f rom a h a t d h e r y  i n  

Alabama for f r e e z i n g  b y  a N a s h v i l l e ,  Tenn .  p a c k e r .  T h i s  i n v o l v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

undercover  o p e r a t i o n s  b y  New O r l e a n s  and C i n c i n n a t i  inspectors a s  w e l l  a s  

c o o p e r a t i o n  from Alabama and T e n n e s s e e  s t a t e  p o l i c e  p a t r o l s .  F o r d e t a i l s  

r e f e r  t o  his r e p o r t .  

During my l a s t  two y e a r s ,  Hurr icane  H i l d a  i n  1964  and B e t s y  dn 1965 

damaged e x t e n s i v e  stocks o f  Foods and Drugs r e q u i r i n g  l a r g e  amountis o f  

i n s p e c t o r  t i m e  i n  s e e i n g  t h a t  s u c h  m a t e r i a l  was d e s t r o y e d  or s a t i 3 f a c t o r i l y  

s a l v a g e d .  T h i s  was done  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  S t a t e  and c i t y  a g e n c i e s .  

F i s h  k i l l s  concerned u s  i n  the 1 9 6 0 ' s .  Our work  was l a r g e l y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n a l  , 

i n  an e f f o r t  to  d i s c o v e r  the c a u s e s .  C o n f e r e n c e s  w e r e  h e l d  w i t h  Qther 

Government a g e n c i e s  both Federa l  and S t a t e ,  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l o ~ a t i n gand 

p r e v e n t i n g  the c a u s e s .  F o r  example ,  i t  was c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  i n  ~ o u i s i a n asome 

kills were  due  t o  the p e s t i c i d e  e n d r i n  a p p l i e d  t o  s u g a r  c a n  d r a i n i n g  in to  

n e a r b y  s t r e a m s  . 
.. .. . 
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DRUGS: 

W i l l i a m  L. P r i l l m a y e r  r e p o r t s  when he was r e s i d e n t  i n s p e c t o r  a t  D a l l a s ,  

he i n v e s t i g a t e d  the C.A. Faiman A b o r t i o n  C l i n i c .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  Faiman a l s o  

d i s t r i b u t e d  an i n t r a u t e r i n e  p a s t e .  P r i l l m a y e r  and other i n s p e c t o r s  d i d  a 

l o t  o f  undercover  work on the m a t t e r  o v e r  an e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d .  Some o f  the 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n v o l v e d  f a s t  c h a s e s  over i c y  streets. P r i l l m a y e r  who l ives 

i n  the Harahan, LA. area  probab ly  can  f u r n i s h  more d e t a i l s  a s  w e l l  a s  a c c u r a t e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  the f i n a l  outcome.  My best g u e s s  i s  t h a t  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

p l u s  p o s s i b l e  a c t i o n  b y  some s t a t e  agency  s u c h  a s  the Board o f  Medical  

Examiners t e r m i n a t e d  F a i m n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  this  f i e l d .  

In 1952 i n j u r i e s  and d e a t h s  from the unwise  u s e  of the a n t i b i o t i c ,  

Chloramphenicol  o c c u r r e d  and k e p t  u s  q u i t e  b u s y .  Much o f  o u r  a c t i v i t y  was 

i n  the Houston a r e a .  W e  found it had been u s e d  i n  many i n s t a n c e s  f o r  minor. 
a i l m e n t s  whereas it i s  a d r u g  o f  choice f o r  som v e r y  s e r i o u s  i n f e c t i o n s .  

P e d i a t r i c i a n s  used  the d r u g  on c h i l d r e n  f o r  c o l d s ,  s n i f f l e s ,  etc. w i t h  

s e r i o u s  r e s u l t s .  T h e r e  were  i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  it was u s e d  on p a t i e n t s  other 

t h a n  those f o r  whom it was p r e s c r i b e d .  A t  l e a s t  a f e w  c a s e s  i n v o l v e d  sAes 

w i t h o u t  p r e s c r i p t i o n s .  

Our a c t i v i t i e s  on dangerous  d r u g s  s k y - r o c k e t e d  d u r i n g  the 1 9 5 0 ' s  and 

1 9 6 0 ' s .  T h i s  r e q u i r e d  immense amounts  o f  u n d e r c o v e r  wrk and r e s u l t e d  i n  

huge  s e i z u r e s .  A r r e s t s  b y  U.S .  Marshals  d u r i n g  r a i d s  were  f o l l o w e &  b y  

s u b s e q u e n t  p r o s e c u t i o n .  Wholehear ted  c o o p e r a t i o n  was r e c e i v e d  f ro@ S t a t e  

and l o c a l  p o l i c e  a s  w e l l  a s  ~ o a r d s  o f  Pharmacy. Many i n s p e c t o r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d .  

T h e s e  b o o t l e g  o p e r a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  to grow. Abou t  1962  i n  Alabama, we had 

a s s i g n e d  a s p e c i a l  t eam o f  three inspectors who had demons t ra ted  c ~ n s i d e r a b l e  

a b i l i t y  to  p e r f o r m  this dangerous  and d i f f i c u l t  work .  They  were  Eilmond M .  

Bacon, W i l l i a m  C .  Gray and J a m s  W .  Reaves .  A f t e r  t e d i o u s  months ,  t h e y  

w i t h  c o o p e r a t i o n  from S t a t e  p o l i c e  were  a b l e  t o  c o n c l u d e  one o f  the m o s t  

d r a m a t i c  and l a r g e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w i t h  s e i z u r e s  b y  U .S .  M a r s h a l s ,  Of  immense 

q u a n t i t i e s  o f  amphetamines and b a r b i t u r a t e s .  A r r e s t s  were  made d u r i n g  the r a i d .  

P r o s e c u t i o n  o f  the i n d i v i d u a l s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o l l o w e d .  T h e s e  p e o p l e  were  t i e d  

i n  w i t h  other c l a n d e s t i n e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  T e n n e s s e e  and Georg ia .  My recollection 

m y  be f a u l t y ,  b u t  it i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s i m i l a r  r a i d s  were  p lanned T o r  the 

same day a s  the Alabama r a i d  i n  these other s t a t e s .  W i l l i a m  K .  Hays,  I am- .  
sure, i f  a sked  c a n  f u r n i s h  more  d e t a i l s .  A l s o ,  i f  a n y  o f  the three above  
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i n s p e c t o r s  can be c o n t a c t e d ,  t h e y  can  f u r n i s h  some v e r y  l u r i d  d e t a i l s  o f  

their e x p e r i e n c e s .  In the s p r i n g  o f  1963 when A l l a n  R a y f i e l d  p r e s e n t e d  me 

w i t h  my 40 year  p i n ,  the above  men r e c e i v e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  c a s h  awards  f o r  

their work on these c a s e s .  

In 1960,  a f t e r  seven y e a r s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and l i t i g a t i o n ,  the w o r t h l e s s  

Tri-Wonda a r t h r i t i s  remedy d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  Mrs. L e l a  W e i r ,  J a c k s o n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  

was f o r c e d  o f f  the m a r k e t  b y  i n j u n c t i o n .  The  f i r s t  a c t i o n  was three s e i z u r e s  

i n  1953.  In 1954 i n j u n c t i o n  was r e q u e s t e d  and f i n a l l y  g r a n t e d  i n  1 9 5 8 .  Kow

ever, the i n j u n c t i o n  p e r m i t t e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  under  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  $till con

s i d e r e d  o b j e c t i o n a b l e .  On a p p e a l ,  the C i r c u i t  C o u r t  r u l e d  f o r  t h e  Government 

and r e m n d e d  the c a s e  f o r  f u r t h e r  p r o c e e d i n g s .  During the i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  two 

h i g h l y  q u a l i f i e d  experts i n  their f i e l d ,  one a r h e u m a t o l o g i s t  and the other 

a n  o r t h o p e d i s t  made s t u d i e s  and d i d  e x p e r i m e n t a l  work on the d r u g .  T h e i r  work . 
and t e s t i m o n y  d i d  much t o  b r i n g  the c a s e  t o  a s u c c e s s f u l  t e r m i n a t i o n .  During 

our i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  it was l e a r n e d  t h a t  ~ r s .W e i r  was a n  a r t h r i t i c  and c o n s u l t e d  

a s p e c i a l i s t  i n  D a l l a s .  T h e  business was l a r g e l y  b y  m a i l  o r d e r .  Phe p r o d u c t  

was w i d e l y  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  p e r i o d i c a l s  s u c h  a s  n w n t h l y  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  certain 

newspapers ,  etc. W h i l e  the volume was never v e r y  l a r g e ,  i t s  d i s t r i i b u t i o n  

p e r s i s t e d  over m n y  y e a r s .  When it f i r s t  came to  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  a s  a resu l t  o f  

c o m p l a i n t s ,  a sample  was c o l l e c t e d  and p r o s e c u t i o n  was recommendedb b u t  

d i sapproved  b e c a u s e  o f  the s m a l l  volume o f  b u s i n e s s .  In r e t r o s p e c t ,  this m y  

h a v e  been a m i s t a k e  since e a r l y  a c t i o n  m i g h t  h a v e  t e r m i n a t e d  Mrs. Weir's 

b u s i n e s s .  The  p r o d u c t  was composed o f  some v e r y  o r d i n a r y  i n g r e d i e b t s  o f  n o  

c o n c e i v a b l e  v a l u e  i n  the t r e a t m e n t  o f  a r t h r i t i s .  

T h e  b i g g e s t  health h o a x  o f  the 1 9 5 0 ' s  was the Hoxsey t reatmeni t  for i n t e r n a l  

cancer .  Harry Hoxsey p r o s e c u t e d  i n  another s t a t e  for v i o l a t i n g  mei3ical p r a c t i c e  

l a w s  moved to  D a l l a s .  Our c a s e  r e q u i r e d  y e a r s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b y  New O r l e a n s  

and other d i s t r i c t s .  P u b l i c  warn ings  i s s u e d  b y  the ~ d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s a v e d  

thousands  o f  lives. I r e a d  the warn ing  over a New O r l e a n s  TV s t a e o n .  

In 1960 ,  a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  l i t i g a t i o n ,  the s a l e s  o f  the Hoxsey e e a t m e n t  Was 

s t o p p e d  b y  Federal  C o u r t  I n j u n c t i o n .  T h e  t r e a t m e n t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  ttYo p r o d u c t s ,  

the p i n k  m e d i c i n e  c h i e f l y  l a c t a t e d  p e p s i n ,  and the b l a c k  m e d i c i n e ,  a n  e x t r a c t  

o f  p r i c k l y  a s h  b a r k ,  b u c k t h o r n ,  r e d  clover b l o s s o m s  and a l f a l f a .  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

Hoxsey,  his g r a n d f a t h e r  u s e d  i n g r e d i e n t s  s u c h  a s  these t o  c u r e  a horse o f  l e g  -. 
cancer .  Of  s p e c i a l  interest i s  the p a r t  Inspector ~ u c l i d - T .  G u l l d d g e  and 
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chemist, E r n e s t  C. C e a l ,  p layed  i n  pos ing  a s  p a t i e n t s  a t  the c i i n i c .  They 

were t o l d  a f t e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h e y  had c a n c e r .  G u l l e d p e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  clinic 

i n  1955 t o  o b t a i n  some t a b l e t s  t h e y  were  p r e s c r i b i n g  a t  the t i m e .  I t  i s  a l s o  

t h o u g h t  t h a t  a n  i n s p e c t o r  f rom another d i s t r i c t  v i s i t e d  t h e  c l i n i c  d u r i n g  the 

l a t e r  p a r t  o f  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

A l l  personne l  p o s i n g  a s  p a t i e n t s  were  t h o r o u g h l y  examined b y  w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  

p h y s i c i a n s  before g o i n g  to  the clinic. T h i s  c a s e  was covered  i n  the Consumer 

Ju ly -Augus t  i s s u e .  In my o p i n i o n ,  a j o i n t  r e p o r t  b y  W i l l i a m  L.  P r i l l m e y e r  and 

W i l l i a m  K. Hays m i g h t  b r i n g  o u t  some i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e s  o f  th is  c a s e .  

I n s p e c t o r  G u l l e d g e  i n  his r e p o r t  t o  A t l a n t a  District d e s c r i b e s  the p a r t  he 

p layed  a s  a w i t n e s s  i n  the t r i a l  a t  P i t t s b u r g  i n v o l v i n g  a n  o f f s h o a t  o f  the 

Hoxey C l i n i c  a t  P o r t a g e ,  Pa. 

WU&SIANA CAJUN, POLITICIAN, MEDICINE MAN, Dudley  LeBlanc ,  W4S a l l  t ha t .  

During the l a t e  1 9 2 0 ' s  LeBlanc ,  Huey Long and F r a n c i s  W i l l i a m ,  mernbers o f  

the L o u i s i a n a  Public S e r v i c e  Connnission were  v e r y  much i n  the l i m e l i g h t .  Long 

was e l e c t e d  governor  and l a t e r  U.S. S e n a t o r .  LeBlanc  had a consu@ing d e s i r e  

to  be governor ,  b u t  this never happened.  H e  h e l d  v a r i o u s  s t a t e  o f f i c e s g n d  

became a Lou i s iana  S t a t e  S e n a t o r .  

Our f i r s t  encounter w i t h  LeBlanc was ci tat ion t o  a h e a r i n g  f o r  m i s -  

b r a n d i n g  his Happy Days Headache Powder. H e  appeared  p e r s o n a l l y .  I t  i s  my '. 

recollection t h a t  f o l l o w i n g  this, his  d r u g  b u s i n e s s  went in to  l i m b o .  He - '  

e n g a q e d i n  many o u t  o f  the o r d i n a r y  v e n t u r e s  such a s  B u r i a l  I n s u r e n c e .  B e i n g  

a Ca jun ,  he had a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n f l u e n c e  i n  his a r e a .  H e  h a i l e d  from A b b e v i l l e ,  

La. a p a r t  o f  Acadiana,  a s  i s  the g e n e r a l  a r e a  around L a f a y e t t e ,  Pew Iberia 

and S t .  ~ a r t i n v i l l e  g e n e r a l l y  known. Most p e o p l e  w i t h  French  na&s and some 

w i t h o u t  t r a c e  their d e s c e n t  f rom the Acad ians  who m i g r a t e d  f r o m  Canada. . . 
The  Acadiana a r e a  i s  qu i t e  B i -L ingua l .  

Hadacol made and d i s t r i b u t e d  n a t i o n a l l y  b y  LeBlanc  came i n to  b e i n g  

d u r i n g  the 1 9 5 0 ' s .  I t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  v i t a m i n s  i n  a b o u t  12% a l c o h o d .  . 
A l a r g e  cons ignment  was l o c a t e d  i n  a Memphis w h o l e s a l e  d r u g  f r i m .  I t  

was accompanied b y  a booklet l i s t i n g  m o s t  o f  the s e r i o u s  d i s e a s e  c o n d i t i o n s  

known to man. S e i z u r e  f a i l e d  to resul t  b e c a u s e  a l l  the booklets were  removed.  

The  packages bare l i t t l e  t h a t  c o u l d  be o b j e c t e d  to.  
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V e r y  soon a f t e r  LeBlanc  c a l l e d  a t  the D i s t r i c t  t o  d i s c u s s  the  l a b e l i n g  

l a t e  one a f t e r n o o n .  A t  c l o s i n g  time he saw p e o p l e  l e a v i n g .  H e  r e q u e s t e d  

t h a t  I see h i m  the next morning.  H e  was w a i t i n g  o u t s i d e  the d o o r  when I 

a r r i v e d .  A f t e r  some d i s c u s s i o n ,  he d e c i d e d  t o  visit  the A d m i n i s t r ~ t i o n .  

i n  Washington.  H e  c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  D r .  George Hoover, M.D.,  a formek FDA 

d r u g  d i v i s i o n  head.  

They  t h e n  v i s i t e d  the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I t  i s  my recollection some minor 

l a b e l  changes  r e s u l t e d .  B u t  he c o n t i n u e d  to  u s e  the r a d i o  and othkr media t o  

m i s r e p r e s e n t  the p r o d u c t .  Some o f  the b r o a d c a s t s  b y  t e s t i m o n a l s  e r e  r e a d  

over the r a d i o .  H e  a l s o  had h is  own news program i n  French and E n p l i s h  wh ich  

i n c i d e n t a l l y  procl iamed the v i r t u e s  of Hadacol:  

The  next t h i n g  r e n o t e d  was his t r a v e l i n g  show w i t h  some o f  W e  prominen t  

mov ie  a c t o r s .  I n s p e c t o r s  c o v e r e d  the show, b u t  i s  was a l l  e n t e r t a p n m e n t .  . 
Admiss ion was w i t h  a box t o p  which  s e r v e d  to  prop  u p  the s a l e s  o f  Padaco l .  

Federa l  Trade Commission began  to be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  this proniqt ion .  

On one o c c a s i o n ,  a Hadacol t r u c k  was seen i n  T e x a s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  d i l seases  

l i s t e d  on the body .  A p l a n  to seize a f u t u r e  t r u c k  and contents %i led* to  

m a t e r i a l i z e  because  the word ing  had been p a i n t e d  out .  

S a l e s  s t a r t e d  t o  d w i n d l e  b a d l y .  Then LeBlanc  unloaded the Haldacol 

b u s i n e s s  f o r  a handsome sum t o  a n  astern f i r m ,  who a f t e r  a short t i m e  ceased  
. . 

It o  marke t  it. . .. ..~~ . ., . i ~. 

The o n l y  l e g a l  a c t i o n  we took was y e a r s  l a t e r  t o  remove o l d  deterioristed 

u n s o l d  stocks b y  seizure. 
~ ~. - .  ~ 

LeBlanc ' s  l a s t  v e n t u r e  was a n  a t t e m p t  t o  produce  and m a r k e t  4 t h e r a p e u t i c  

d e v i c e  l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  the m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h i s  f a i l e d  u t t e r l j y  b e c a u s e  . 

no one was i n t e r e s t e d .  . -.. .*,',, : , .. . . > , . .. , - :;.. . , - .. ~ . 
" . . 1 .  .. 




