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INTRODUCTION
Spokane Counts: Demographics & Social 

Characteristics (Demographics) is a companion 

document to Spokane Counts: A Summary of Public 

Health Indicators (Spokane Counts), a report that 

provides data about the health and well-being of 

the Spokane community. Demographics builds on 

Spokane Counts by providing descriptive data about 

the population and social determinants of health in 

Spokane County. Population size and growth, overall 

racial and ethnic breakdown, poverty, employment 

and other factors are included. These data provide 

general context about Spokane County and are 

helpful to understanding the Spokane Counts  

health indicators. 
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POPULATION 
Spokane County is located along the central portion of the 
eastern edge of Washington state. In 2016, Spokane County 
was the fourth most populous county in the state with 
492,530 individuals.  This accounted for 6.9% of the state’s 
population. The city of Spokane was the state’s second 
most populous incorporated city with 214,500 individuals. 
The city of Spokane accounted for 43.6 % of the county 
population, with another 27.6% living in other incorporated 
municipalities and 28.8% living in unincorporated areas in 
Spokane County. Of the 39 counties in Washington state, 
Spokane County had the eighth highest population density 
with a density of 279 individuals per square mile. 

In 2016, seniors made up the smallest proportion of the 
Spokane County’s population, which had similar proportions 
by age group to statewide proportions. Over the last decade, 
the proportion of the population younger than 18 years of 
age decreased approximately 1%. The proportion of the 
population aged 65 years or older increased  
approximately 3%.

Population by Age Group Over Time

Source: Washington State Office of Financial Management, accessed from the Spokane Community Indicators website, www.communityindicators.ewu.edu 
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Population by Age Group, 2016

Spokane County WA State
0-17 years 112,297 22.8% 22.6%
18-34 years 117,222 23.8% 23.2%

35-64 years 186,176 37.8% 39.3%
65+ years 76,835 15.6% 14.9%
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Population by Race Alone or in Combination1, 2015

1 “The race concept ‘alone or in combination’ includes people who reported a single race 
alone (e.g., Asian) and people who reported that race in combination with one or more of the 
other race groups (i.e., white, black or African American, American Indian and Alaska Native, 
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander, and some other race). The ‘alone or in combination’ 
concept, therefore, represents the maximum number of people who reported as that race group, 
either alone, or in combination with another race(s). The sum of the six individual race ‘alone 
or in combination’ categories may add to more than the total population because people who 
reported more than one race are tallied in each race category.” U.S. Census Bureau, American 
Community Survey, 2015.

According to 2015 data, Spokane County was not racially 
diverse. Among county residents, 88.7% were white, 4.5% 
were of two or more races, 2.2% were Asian, 1.6% were 
black, 1.3% were American Indian/Alaska Native, and 0.5% 
were Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander. Statewide, 
the population was somewhat more racially diverse. While 
residents of Hispanic ethnicity comprised 12.4% of the 
statewide population, they accounted for 5.4% (26,599) of 
Spokane County’s population. Hispanics are included in all 
race categories in the table on page 5. 

Population by Race Alone, 2015
Spokane County WA State

Total 490,945 100% 100%
White 435,403 88.7% 76.9%
Black or African 
American 7,778 1.6% 3.7%
American Indian 
and Alaska Native 6,567 1.3% 1.3%
Asian 10,729 2.2% 7.9%
Native Hawaiian or 
other Pacific Islander 2,525 0.5% 0.6%
Some other race 5,731 1.2% 4.0%
Two or more races 22,212 4.5% 5.5%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table B02001

Spokane County WA State
White 454,871 92.7% 81.7%
Asian 18,165 3.7% 10.2%
Black 15,255 3.1% 5.3%
American Indian or 
Alaskan Native 15,008 3.1% 2.9%
Native Hawaiian or 
other Pacific Islander 4,859 1.0% 1.2%
Some other race 7,418 1.5% 4.7%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015

Population Estimates of Cities and Towns, 
Spokane County 2016

Spokane County 492,530 100%
Unincorporated 142,062 28.8%
Incorporated 350,468 71.2%

Airway Heights 8,425 1.7%
Cheney 11,650 2.4%
Deer Park 4,005 0.8%
Fairfield 620 0.1%
Latah 195 0.0%
Liberty Lake 9,325 1.9%
Medical Lake 4,945 1.0%
Millwood 1,790 0.4%
Rockford 470 0.1%
Spangle 275 0.1%
Spokane 214,500 43.6%
Spokane Valley 94,160 19.1%
Waverly 108 0.0%
Source: Washington State Office of Financial Management, postcensal estimates, 2016

Population 15 Years of Age and Older by Marital 
Status, 2015

Spokane County WA State
Total 399,822 100% 5,828,814
Married 193,514 48.4% 50.3%
Widowed 20,391 5.1% 4.8%
Divorced 56,775 14.2% 12.1%
Separated 4,398 1.1% 1.5%
Never married 124,345 31.1% 31.2%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table S1201

Population by Nativity and Citizenship Status, 2015
Spokane County WA State

U.S. citizen, born in the 
U.S. 453,736 92.4% 84.5%
U.S. citizen, born in 
Puerto Rico or U.S. 
island areas 1,392 0.3% 0.4%
U.S. citizen, born abroad 
of American parent(s) 7,980 1.6% 1.5%
U.S. citizen by 
naturalization 15,572 3.2% 6.4%
Not a U.S. citizen 12,265 2.5% 7.3%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table B05001
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Language Spoken at Home by Ability 2011-2015

Total 451,005
Spoke only English 415,680 
Spoke English less than "very well" 13,897 

Russian 3,770
Spanish or Spanish Creole 2,630
Vietnamese 1,295
Other Slavic Languages 1,013
Other Pacific Island Languages 749
Chinese 671
Arabic 462
Korean 446
Tagalog 435
African Languages 405
German 276
Other Indic Languages 258
Serbo-Croatian 225
Other Indo-European Languages 203
French (incl. Patois, Cajun) 186
Japanese 180
Mon-Khmer, Cambodian 139
Persian 102
Other Asian Languages 88
Thai 74
Hmong 54
Italian 54
Portuguese or Portuguese Creole 46
Scandinavian Languages 27
Urdu 23
Other Native North American Languages 19
Hindi 15
Hungarian 15
Polish 11
Hebrew 10
Other West Germanic Languages 8
French Creole 8

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011-2015. Table B16001

Top Three Outbound and Inbound Migration States 
for Spokane County, 2010-2014

Outbound 
Migration Inbound Migration

Total 22,043 26,193
  Washington 46% 45%
  Idaho 12% 10%
  California 7% 7%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau Geography Division, American Community Survey, 2010-2014.

Median Age by Geographical Mobility in Past Year for 
Current Residents in United States, 2015

Count Percent
Median 

Age
Total 485,500 100% 37.5
Same house 1 year ago 390,607 80.5% 41.1
Moved within same 
county 56,047 11.5% 28.5
Moved from different 
county within same 
state 18,930 3.9% 25.0
Moved from different 
state 18,129 3.7% 30.1
Moved from abroad 1,787 0.4% 28.6
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table B07001, B07002
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FAMILY STRUCTURE Families with Children Younger than 18 Years of Age 
by Household Type, 2015

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table DP02

Distribution of Population by Age and Sex, Spokane County, 2016
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Households by Type, Spokane County, 2015

Total Households 193,117 100%

Family households (families) 121,981 63.2%
Married-couple families 91,738 75.2%
Female householder, no husband 
present

21,689 17.8%

Male householder, no wife present 8,554 7.0%
Family households  
(with children under 18 years)

52,880 43.4%

Married-couple families 34,107 64.5%
Female householder, no husband 
present

14,018 26.5%

Male householder, no wife present 4,755 9.0%
Non-family households 71,136 36.8%

Householder living alone 58,512 82.3%
65 years and older 21,807 37.3%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table DP02
7

64.5%
70.9%

26.5%
20.6%

9.0% 8.5%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Spokane County Washington State

Married couple Single mother Single father

DEMOGRAPHICS & SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS



EDUCATION
Educational Attainment among Adults 25 Years of 
Age or Older, 2015

Spokane County WA State

Population 25 
years of age  
or older

331,853 100% 100%

Less than ninth 
grade 7,241 2.2% 3.9%

Ninth-12th 
grade,  
no diploma

15,143 4.6% 5.2%

High school 
graduate/GED 85,554 25.8% 23.1%

Some college,  
no degree 91,084 27.4% 24.0%

Associate’s 
degree 38,375 11.6% 9.6%

Bachelor’s 
degree 59,188 17.8% 21.7%

Graduate or  
professional 
degree

35,268 10.6% 12.5%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table S1501

High School Completion in Spokane County 

Among students who began ninth grade, 82.4% graduated 
from high school on time during the 2015/2016 school year. 
Another 7.9% continued high school beyond the traditional 
graduation date and completed high school in an extended 
period. Statewide, 79.1% of students graduated on time. 
Spokane County had a small increase in on-time graduation 
from high school, while the proportion statewide was stable. 
More information about the education system and student 
performance is available from the Washington State Office 
of Superintendent of Public Instruction at 
k12.wa.us/DataAdmin/default.aspx.

On Time High School Graduation

Source: Washington State Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 2017.
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HEALTH INSURANCE AND DISABILITY 
In 2015, approximately 5% of Spokane County’s population 
was uninsured. The uninsured rate significantly decreased 
since 2013, from 15% to 5.1%, likely reflecting the expansion 
of health insurance coverage related to the full enactment of 
the Affordable Care Act on January 1, 2014. Those who were 
18 to 34 years of age, male, and those who reported some 
other races had the highest proportion of being uninsured. 
The uninsured rate was lower in Spokane County compared 
to the statewide population. However, blacks or African 
Americans and those who reported some other race or two 
or more races, had higher uninsured rates compared to the 
statewide population.

Spokane County encompassed 6.8% of the state’s population 
with a disability. Disability includes those with hearing, 
vision, cognitive, ambulatory, self-care, or independent living 
difficulties. Among those with a disability, 57.5% were 75 
years of age or older. Overall, Spokane County had higher 
disability rates than the state. 

Percent of Uninsured, 2015

By Age
Spokane County WA State

0-17 years 2.4% 2.6%
18-34 years 9.9% 12.3%
35-64 years 5.1% 6.3%
65+ years 0.1% 0.7%
Total 5.1% 6.6%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table S2701

By Sex
Spokane County WA State

Female 3.6% 5.5%
Male 6.8% 7.7%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table S2701

By Race
Spokane County WA State

White alone 4.9% 5.8%
Black or African 
American 12.2% 7.3%
American Indian 
/Alaska Native 8.8% 16.1%
Asian 4.6% 5.5%
Native Hawaiian & other 
Pacific Islander * 9.0%
Some other race * 23.6%
Two or more races 5.6% 4.8%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table S2701; *data cannot 
be displayed because the number of sample cases is too small.

Percent of Population with a Disability by  
Age, 2015

Spokane County WA State
Under 5 years 0.6% 0.7%
5-17 years 5.0% 5.1%
18-34 years 9.2% 6.9%
35-64 years 16.4% 13.3%
65-74 years 25.0% 26.3%
75+ years 57.5% 50.7%
Total 15.1% 12.9%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table S1810
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Median Household Income Estimates
Spokane County WA State

2005 44,538 50,004
2006 45,753 53,522
2007 47,848 56,141
2008 48,876 57,858
2009 46,983 55,458
2010 46,320 54,888
2011 46,846 55,500
2012 48,265 56,444
2013 48,312 57,284
2014 50,856 60,153
2015 Preliminary estimate 48,189 63,439
2016 Projection 49,482 65,500
Source: Washington State Office of Financial Management, March 8, 2017.

Median Household Income Over TimeINCOME AND POVERTY 
Estimates of median household income were based on the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS) 
estimates for 2000-2014 and census data from 2000. These 
model-based estimates may differ from other median 
household income data developed from the Washington 
State Office of Financial Management’s State Population 
Survey, Bureau of the Census estimates, or other sources. 
Survey data, which are subject to sampling variability and 
errors, are not necessarily more accurate than the  
estimate data.

Estimates of median household money income for the  
inter- and post-census years were based on the U.S. Bureau 
of Economic Analysis personal income data and estimates of 
household characteristics at the county level. For 2006-2010, 
the median household income estimates were anchored to 
ACS estimates wherever available.

The projected median household income in Spokane County 
for 2016 was $49,482, compared to $65,500 statewide. The 
projected 2016 median household income increased slightly 
over the previous year. In 2015, approximately one in six 
individuals (15.5%) in the county lived below 100% federal 
poverty level (FPL), and 36.5% lived below 200% FPL. The 
proportion of Spokane County residents living in poverty 
(below 200% FPL) was significantly higher than the statewide 
proportion (28.6%). 

Source: Washington State Office of Financial Management, March 8,2017

Population Living at or below Various FPL, 2015

Poverty Level Spokane County WA State
100% FPL 15.5% 12.2%
125% FPL 20.7% 16.0%
185% FPL 34.0% 26.1%
200% FPL 36.5% 28.6%
300% FPL 54.8% 44.3%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table B17002

Individuals Living at or Below 100% FPL by  
Age Group, 2015

Poverty Level Spokane County WA State
<18 Years 20.2% 15.5%
18-64 Years 15.6% 12.1%
65+ Years 8.3% 7.4%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table S1701

Families with Children Living at or Below  
100% FPL, 2015

Spokane County WA State
All Families 17.7% 12.9%
Married Couple 
Families 8.1% 5.6%
Single Mothers 37.5% 34.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table S1702
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Individuals Within Race and Hispanic Ethnicity  
Categories Living at or below 100% FPL, 2011-2015

 
Spokane County

 
WA State

White 14.7% 11.6%
Black 30.0% 24.8%
American Indian 
or Alaskan Native

35.3% 26.9%

Asian 15.3% 12.0%
Native Hawaiian 
or other Pacific 
Islander

30.0% 18.5%

Some other race 29.6% 27.4%
Hispanic ethnicity 25.9% 24.8%
AIAN=American Indian/Alaska Native, NHOPI=Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011-2015.Table S1701

EMPLOYMENT 
There were 232,473 individuals 16 years of age or older who were in the labor force, or looking for work, in Spokane County 
in 2015. Of those, 7.3% were unemployed, 1.3% were in the armed forces, and the remaining 91.5% were in the civilian labor 
force. Statewide, workforce employment was similar: 5.9% unemployed, 1.2% in the armed forces, and 92.9% in the civilian 
labor force. Unemployed individuals were defined as individuals who used an active method of looking for work in the last 
four weeks, and did not include those who were retired, disabled, or students. 

Among the civilian labor force, more than three-quarters were private wage and salary workers (73.5%). Government 
workers accounted for 14.5% of the labor force and 11.9% were self-employed. 

Occupation of the Civilian-Employed Population 16 Years of Age or Older, 2015

Spokane County WA State
Total 212,649 100%    100%
Management, business, science and arts occupations 76,183 35.8% 39.8%
Sales and office occupations 54,703 25.7% 21.8%
Service occupations 40,721 19.1% 16.9%
Production, transportation and material moving occupations 25,412 12.0% 11.5%
Natural resources, construction and maintenance occupations 15,630 7.4% 9.9%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table S2401

Compared to Washington state, Spokane County had a higher proportion of workers in sales and office occupations; service 
occupations; and production, transportation and material moving occupations. Spokane County had a lower proportion 
of workers in management, business, science and arts occupations; and natural resources, construction and maintenance 
occupations.
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Industry of the Civilian-Employed Population 16 Years of Age or Older, 2015

Spokane County WA State
Educational services, and health care and social assistance 57,400 27.0% 21.3%
Retail trade 26,354 12.4% 11.7%
Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative 
and waste management services 19,866 9.3% 12.5%
Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and 
food services 18,651 8.8% 9.3%
Manufacturing 17,689 8.3% 10.3%
Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 15,460 7.3% 5.4%
Construction 12,264 5.8% 6.5%
Other services, except public administration 12,045 5.7% 4.7%
Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 10,139 4.8% 5.4%
Public administration 9,487 4.5% 5.1%
Wholesale trade 7,143 3.4% 2.9%
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 3,120 1.5% 2.7%
Information 3,031 1.4% 2.2%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table S2403

COST OF BASIC NEEDS 

As poverty remains a concern in the Spokane community, 
for this update, Spokane Regional Health District authors 
adjusted how the cost of basic needs for Spokane individuals 
was generated. Two publications were used in this 
adjustment—Facing Spokane Poverty (2002), published 
by the health district, and The Self-Sufficiency Standard 
for Washington State (2017), published by the Workforce 
Development Council of Seattle-King County, detail 
approaches to measuring the cost of basic needs in Spokane 
County.i The cost of basic needs is based on a family of four  
consisting of two adults and two children; one preschooler 
(3-5 years old), and one school-age child (6-12 years old). The 
annual cost of basic needs was $50,856, equating to 206.7% 
FPL for a household of four in 2017.

Food cost estimates were provided by U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and were available by age group and four food 
plans.ii The health district’s analysis used the low-cost food 
plan as a sustainable measure of basic food needs and 
assumed that all meals and snacks were purchased at a store 

and prepared at home. Food costs for a family of four with a 
low-cost plan in June 2017 were $713 per month. 

Utility cost was a combination of telephone and energy 
services. Telephone service was based on the best low-cost 
cell phone plans published in February 2017 by Consumer 
Reports.iii  The cheapest cell phone plan for two people 
costed $80 per month. The retail sales tax was 8.8% in 2017. 
Monthly telephone cost after tax was about $87. Energy cost 
was estimated from Avista Corporation.iv  Average utility cost 
was $135 for a family of four living in a 1651-2150 square 
foot home with electric forced air plus air conditioning in the 
Spokane/Coeur d’Alene area. 

Housing cost was based on U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development fair market rent 2017 estimates in 
Spokane County.v  The rent for two-bedroom housing was 
$869 per month.

Transportation cost was based on a family having one car 
and using public transportation. An assumption was made 
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that there was no car payment. Only one child bus pass was 
accounted for since children 6 years and younger ride free. 
The monthly youth bus pass was $30 as of April 2017. The 
cost of gas was calculated for driving 20 miles per day at 
20 miles per gallon at $2.75 per gallon for gasoline in April 
2017. The cost for insurance was about $109 per month 
based on the average auto insurance costs in Spokane 
reported by the Insurance Information Institute in 2014.vi

Childcare cost was reported by Child Care Aware of 
Washington Family Center.vii  The information reported for 
Spokane County for childcare cost identified two children 
(one preschool-age child 2 ½ to 5 years of age and one 
school-age child > 6 years of age), in a family of four.  
The cost for child care referred to the average rates for  
non-subsidized care in a network center and was $1,116 per 
month. In 2016, 29,820 children received state-subsidized 
child care in Washington state.viii The difference in costs for 
preschool age children receiving a subsidy compared to the 
median cost of child care is approximately $137 per month.ix

Health insurance was based on the estimated premium 
of a family of four (two adults, 35-40 years old and two 
children) insured with the second lowest-cost silver plans 
in 2016 (Ambetter Balanced Care 2 plan according to the 
Washington health plan finder), and cost $616 per month.  

Personal and household expenses were calculated as 
10% of the cost per month for basic needs (food, housing, 
utilities, transportation, child care and health care) for a 
family of four in Spokane County, estimated at $385 per 
month.

Cost per Month for Basic Needs for a Family  
of Four, 2017

Food $713 
Housing $869 
Utilities $222 
Transportation $317 
Child care $1,116 
Health care* $616 
Personal and household expenses $385
Total $4,238

*The second lowest cost silver plan (SLCSP) is a plan on each state’s marketplace 
used to determine cost assistance.

Cost Per Month for Basic Transportation, 
Spokane County, 2017 

Adult bus pass $45 
Child bus pass $30 
Auto insurance $109 
Gasoline $83 
Maintenance $50 
Total $317 
Source: spokanegasprices.com; https://www.iii.org/fact-statistic/facts-statistics-auto-
insurance

Cost per Month by Age for a Low-Cost Food Budget, 
Spokane County, 2014
Child 1 year $125.3 

2-3 years $131.6 

4-5 years $135.6

6-8 years $191.2 

9-11 years $206.4 

Male 12-13 years $237.0 
14-18 years $240.5 
19-50 years $238.9 
51-70 years $225.6 

71+ years $222.4 

Female 12-13 years $204.0 
14-18 years $203.7 
19-50 years $207.0 
51-70 years $201.7 

71+ years $199.3

Family of Four*  $713.1 
Source: United States Department of Agriculture, Center for Nutrition Policy and Promotion.

Average Cost per Month for Child Care, 
Spokane County, 2016

Childcare Center Home Child Care

Infant $849 $650
Toddler $722 $650
Preschool $650 $563
School-Age $466 $520
Source: Child Care Aware of Eastern Washington
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House Heating Fuel in Occupied Housing, 2015 

Spokane County WA State
Total 193,117 100% 100%
Utility gas 93,832 48.6% 34.7%
Bottled, tank or 
liquefied petroleum 
gas 2,133 1.1% 3.1%
Electricity 83,950 43.5% 55.1%
Fuel oil,  
kerosene, etc. 3,616 1.9% 2.0%
Coal or coke 46 0.0% 0.0%
Wood 6,590 3.4% 4.0%
Other fuel 1,922 1.0% 0.6%
No fuel used 1,028 0.5% 0.5%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table DP04

HOUSING 
In 2015, there were an estimated 208,309 housing units in 
Spokane County. Of those, 7.3% were vacant. The majority 
of occupied housing were owner-occupied (60.5%), 
while the remaining housing units (39.5%) were renter-
occupied. The percentage of owner-occupied housing 
slightly decreased since 2006, while the proportion of 
renter-occupied housing increased. Most occupied housing 
had complete plumbing and kitchen facilities; 1% lacked 
plumbing and 1.5% lacked kitchen facilities. 

Approximately 19.7% of housing units were built in 2000 
or later. A similar percentage (16%) of housing units were 
built in 1939 or earlier. Compared to the state, Spokane 
County had a higher proportion of older housing and a lower 
proportion of newer housing.

The median price of homes in Spokane increased by 27.7% 
from 2011 ($162,300) to 2016 ($207,300), while the median 
price of homes statewide increased by 40.6%. Housing 
affordability slightly decreased both in Spokane County and 
statewide. Housing affordability was estimated based on the 
National Association of Realtors’ Housing Affordability Index, 
defined as the ability of a middle-income family to carry the 
mortgage payments on a median price home.x

In the 2016 Point-in-Time Count, a one-day count of 
homelessness in Spokane County, the City of Spokane 
Community, Housing and Human Services data showed 981 
homeless individuals in Spokane County, which was a 5% 
decrease from 2015. Of those counted, 31% were individuals 
in families with children.

Year Housing Units were Built, 2015 

Spokane County WA State
Total housing units 208,309 100% 100%
Built 2014 or later 1,578 0.8% 0.7%
Built 2010 to 2013 7,375 3.5% 3.3%
Built 2000 to 2009 32,104 15.4% 16.4%
Built 1990 to 1999 27,417 13.2% 17.2%
Built 1980 to 1989 19,591 9.4% 13.6%
Built 1970 to 1979 37,069 17.8% 16.0%
Built 1960 to 1969 13,468 6.5% 9.4%
Built 1950 to 1959 23,100 11.1% 7.9%
Built 1940 to 1949 13,371 6.4% 4.8%
Built 1939 or earlier 33,236 16.0% 10.7%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015. Table DP04
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Percent Owner- vs Renter-Occupied Housing Units

Age of Housing Stock, 2015

Median Home Prices
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2006-2015. Table S2502

* When the index is 100 there was a balance between the family’s ability to pay and the cost. 
Higher indexes indicated housing was more affordable. All loans were assumed to be 30-year 
loans. All buyer indexes assume 20% down payment. It was assumed 25% of income can be used 
for principal and interest payments.

Source: Runstad Center for Real Estate Studies, University of Washington. 2016 Q4 

Source: Runstad Center for Real Estate Studies, University of Washington. 2016 Q4  Note: 2016 median home prices were obtained by averaging the median home prices across four quarters. 
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